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*  *  This  may  be  my  but  act  ut  authority  here,'  said  the  knlgtiL *  Who,  or  what  art  thou  } 

The  stranger  dropped  the  riding-mantle  in  which  his  fkee  was  mnfaed,  and  at  the  same  time  fell  on  on« 
knee.  *  Your  poor  kinsman,  Markham  Everard,*  he  said,  *  who  came  hither  for  your  sake,  although  h« 
ftars  yon  will  scarce  make  him  welcome  for  his  own.*    Sir  Heniy  started  back,  but  recovered  himself 

In  an  instant,  as  one  who  recollected  that  he  had  a  part  of  dignity  to  perform, while  Allot 

tliouffhshe  was  silent,  kept  her  looks  fixed  on  her  flitbmr'f  ^Mt."—  Woodstock,  Part  L  pp.  58,  M. 
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'The  knight,  f baking  Phoebe  from  him  with  difficulty,  advanced  into  the  hall  to  meet  thoMwho 
nuhed  in,  with  torches  lighted,  and  weapons  prepared.  *  Death  to  all  who  resist  —lift  to  thoM  who 
nimnder! ' exclaimed  Cromwell,  stamping  with  his  foot  'Who  commands  this  garrison?'  *Sir 
Henry  Lee,  of  Dichley/  answered  the  old  knight,  stepping  forward,  *  who,  having  no  other  garriaon 
than  two  weak  women,  is  compelled  to  iubmit  to  what  he  weiOd  wiiilugly  hare  resisted.*  **  —  Woo*- 
(foCK,  Fut  U.  p.  S3:k 
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WOODSTOCK. 


Tax  busy  period  oi  the  great  Civil  War  was  one  im 
mhkk  the  character  imd  genim  of  diflerent  parties  wese 
most  brilliantly  displayed,  and,  acoordiagly,  uie  ineidfflits 
which  took  plaoe  on  either  side  were  of  astriking  an4 
extraordinary  character^  and  aflbrded  ample  foupdatiop 
fiur  fictitious  oompo^tion.  The  author  had  in  soom9 
meastire  attempted  such  in  Peveril  of  the  Peak ;  but  the 
scene  was  m  a  remote  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  mingled 
with  otl^r  national  differences,  which  left  him  still  at  Ubr 
erty  to  glean  anckther  harvest  out  of  so  ample  a  store. 

In  these  circumstances,  some  wooderfiil  adventuzes 
winch  happened  at  Woodstock  in  the  year  1649,  occurred 
to  biBii  as  something  be  had  long  ago  read  of,  although 
he  was  unable  to  tell  where,  and  of  whidi  the  hint  ap» 
peared  sufficient,  although,  doubtlesa,  it  mig^it  have  b^ 
much  better  handled  if  the  author  had  not»  in  the  lapse 
of  time,  lost  ev&ty  tMng  lUce  an  accurate  recoUectiQii  of 
tberefd  story. 

It  was  not  until  about  this  perio^  namely,  1931,  that 
the  aiUbor,  b^g  called  upon  to  write  thk  Antroductio^, 
obtained  a  gmiend  account  of  what  really  iu^penedupoo 
the  marvellous  occasion  in  questicm,.  in  a  work  tei^ied 
''The  Every-day  Book,"  publbbed  by  Mr.  Hone,  and 
fiiM  of  curious  antiquarian  researd]^  the  object  bemg  to 
p^ve  a  variety  of  cmginal  infcmnatbn  concerning  manners, 
illustrated  by  curious  in^anoes,  rarely  to  be  found  else*  , 
whttre*  Among  other  matter,  Mr.  Hone  quotes  an  artble 
tnm  the  Bntisb  IMhgasuie  for  1747,  in  the  foUowing 
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words,  and  which  b  probably  the  document  which  the 
author  of  Woodstock  had  formerly  perused,  although  he 
was  unable  to  refer  to  the  source  of  his  information.  The 
tract  is  entitled,  « The  Genuine  History  of  the  Good 
Devil  of  Woodstock,  fimnous  in  the  World,  in  the  year 
1649,  and  never  accounted  for,  or  at  all  understood  to 
this  time." 

The  teller  of  this  ^  Genuine  History^  proceeds  ver- 
batim as  follows : 

**  Some  original  papers  having  lately  Men  into  my 
hands,  under  die  name  of  ^  Authentic  Memoirs  of  the 
Memorable  Joseph  Collins  of  Oxford,  commonly  lUiown 
by  the  name  of  Funny  Joe,  and  now.  intended  for  the 
press,'  I  was  extremely  deUghted  to  find  m  them  a  cir- 
cumstantial and  unquestionable  accoimt  of  the  most  femous 
of  all  invisible  agents,  so  well  known  in  the  year  1649, 
under  the  name  of  the  Good  Devil  of  Woodstock,  and 
even  adored  by  the  people  of  that  place,  fer  the  vexation 
and  distress  it  occasioned  some  people  they  were  not^much 
pleased  with.  As  this  famous  story,  though  related  by 
a  thousand  people,  and  attested  in  all  its  circumstances, 
beyond  all  possibility  of  doubt,  by  people  of  rank,  learn- 
ing, and  reputation,  of  Oxford  and  the  adjacent  towns, 
has  never  yet  been  generally  accounted  for,  or  at  all  un- 
<k>rstood,  and  is  perfectly  explained,  in  a  manner  that  can 
admit  of  no  doubt,  in  these  papers,  I  could  not  refuse  my 
readers  the  pleasure  it  gave  me  in  reading." 

There  is,  therefore,  no  doubt  that,  in  the  year  1649,  a 
number  of  incidents,  supposed  to  be  supernatural,  took 
l^ce  at  the  King's  pNedace  of  Woodstock,  which  the  Com- 
missioners of  Parliament  were  then  and  there  endeavour- 
bg  to  cElapidate  and  destroy.  The  account  of  this  by 
&e  Commissioners  themselves,  or  under  their  authority, 
was  repeatedly  publbhed,  and  in  particular,  is  inserted  as 
relatbh  sixth  of  Satan's  Invisible  Worid  Kscovered,  by 
Greorge  Sinclair,  Professor  of  Philosc^hy  in  Glasgow,  an 
approved  collector  of  such  tales. 

It  was  the  object  of  neither  of  the  great  pditical  par- 
ties of  that  day  to  discredit  thb  narratrve,  whidi  gav» 


peat  sa^sfiBbctkm  both  to  the  candiflrs  aad  roundheads ; 
the  former  conceiving  that  the  license  giyoi  to  the  de- 
mons, was  in  consequence  of  the  impious  desecration  of 
the  King's  furniture  and  a^Nurtments,  so  that  the  dtisens 
of  Woodstock  ahnost  adcured  the^  supposed  spirits,  as 
avengers  of  the  cause  of  royalty  ;  while  the  friends  of 
the  Parliament,  on  the  other  hand,  imputed  to  the  nudice 
of  the  fiend  the  obstruction  of  the  pious  work,  as  they 
judged  that  which  they  had  in  hand. 

At  the  risk  of  prolonging  a  curiou&quotation,  I  mclude 
a  page  or  two  fix>m  Mr.  Hone's  Every-day  Book. 

^^  The  honourable  the  CommissioneiB  arrived  at  Wood* 
stock  manor-house,  October  13tb,  and  took  up  their 
residence  in  the  King's  own  rooouk  Hb  Majesty's  bed- 
chamber they  made  their  kitchen,  the  councal-hall  theit 
pantry,  and  the  presence-chamber  was  the  place  whem 
they  sat  for  dispatch  d*  busmess*  His  Majes^'s  dui]ag«r 
room  they  made  th^  wood-yard,  and  stowed  it  with  no 
other  wood  but  that  of  xhe  fimoous  Royal  Oak  fipom  the 
High  Park,  which,  that  m>tbing  mi|^t  be  left  with  tbe 
name  d*  the  King  about  it,  ^ej  bad  dug  up  by  the 
roots,  and  bundled  up  mto  fagots  fcnr  their  finng. 

<<  October  16th.  This  day  they  first  sat  for  the  As- 
patch  of  business.  In  the  midst  of  their  'first  debut 
there  entered  a"  large  black  d(^,  (as  they  thought,)  wUdi 
made  a  terrible  howling,  overturned  tmo  ot  throe  of  dieir 
chairs,  and  doing  scune  other  damage,  went  under  the 
bed,  and  there  gnawed  the  cordp.  The  docnr  this  wliBe 
continued  constanUy  shut,  wh^a^  after  same  two  or  three 
hours,  Giles  Sharp,  their  secretary,  lookiag  under  Ike 
bed,  perceived  that  the  careature  ^^ms  vanished,  and  thai 
a  plate  of  mei^  that  the  servai^s  had  Md.  th^re^  was  on* 
touched,  and  shomng  thfsm  to  their  hoBOuni,  Aey  warn 
all  convinced  there  could  be  oo  real  dog  eooeemed  in 
the  case  ;  the  sakl  Giles  also  deposed  on  oath,  that,  to 
his  certain  knowledge,  thene  was  not. 

"October  llth.  A3  they  wleare  this  day  sittiag  at 
dinner  in  a  lawur  xoon,  they  heard  plaialy  tfaeradiae  ol 
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« 

persofiEi  wdkkig  ofer  head,  Aoitgh  tfiejr  well  knevr  'At 
^rs  wt»e  ait  loeteed^  and  there  eoold  be  none  there* 
Vtemii^  d^r  they  heard  also  all  the  wood  of  the 
iOng'^  Oak  hvmight  hf  parcels  from  die  dinmg-foom, 
and  thnivm  with  great  ▼ioleaee  into  ^  presence-cham* 
her,  as  afco  (Sie  ehaks,  stoob,  tables,  and  other  fumkarey 
hrtiklty  hurled  about  ihe  room,  thc^  own  papers  of  the 
iiBtiates  (m  their  transaotiofis  torn,  and  the  ink*glass 
broken.  When  all  this  had  some  time  ceased,  the  said 
d^les  pioposed  to  enter  fiist  hito  these  rooms,  and,  in 
presence  of  the  Cemmissioners,  c(  whom  he  receited 
^  key,  he  opened  the  door  and  entered  the  room,  then: 
iMNMurs'  folkywing  hkn^  He  there  faond  the  wood 
slM^ed  riieat  the  roMi,  the  ehaiis  tossed  abonl  aiiu 
litdeetirthe  papers  tons,  and  the  ink-glas^  broken  oYer 
Aeih  aM  «s  th^  had  he»d,  yet  no  feo^steps  appeared  of 
anf  person  whatever  bemg  them,  nor  had  iJie  doors  ever 
been  opehied  to  admit  oif  let  ont  any  persons  smce  thm 
beaoiite^eva  hst  there*  It  was  th^efore  voted^  nem. 
Mt.)  ifaat  lAe  peiiN»  whe>  (fid  this  mischief  coald  hWB 
entered  no  odier  way  than  at  ttre  k^-4iole  of  the  sakT 
doors. 

^  In  theiiigttt  fbllowkig  the  same  day,  the  stod  Giles, 
iMd*  two  ether  of  the  GommissiGtters'  serrants,  as  they 
wwe  in  htsi  in  Aie  sasae  room  with  their  hMomrs,  hsff 
tMf  led'e  feet  lilteA  up  so  matHh  higher  than  theif 
heads^  that  fbey  etpei^ted  to  ha\«  «hek  necks  bi6ken> 
aid  «heiif  thef  were  let  dttt  at  once  with  aaefr  vhieticff^ 
Aodk  theift  nf  4roM  the  bed  to  a  good  ^stance ;  and 
Ais  wIm  repeAfed  nmffy  ^mes,  their  honours  being 
eaMtased  speotamn  eif  it.  M  the  moreing  ^gie  bed»ead» 
were  ibund  idradced  «nd  bti^Mi,  and  the  sud  OSes  and 
hisfelkiws  dedaaed  they  were  sore  to  the  bones  wMi  the^ 
KisiHig  and  joMng  of  the  bed9. 

"Oetcdkev  I9th.  As  they  were  aU  V)  *icd  together, 
the  candles  were  all  Uawn  oat  together  with  a  sulphur** 
ens  siiisll,  and  mstandymany  trenchers  of  Wood  were 
Ifti4edmbaut  tiba  roem;  add  oNe  ^^bem  putting  Ue 
head  above  the  clothes,  had  not  less  than  fbi  thrown  at 


tarn,  which  wi— dii J  tip  iwwy  grifevouJy^  iDthtnotn- 
■g  tie  limdien  imte  all  fimid  fyi^g  about  tke  Man, 
arf  WOT  BJwgrxdio  b«  the  sum  thsy  hadaifiiB'ai  the 
day  befem^  noDe  bemg  foaod  lemnhMng  m  the  pentrjr. 

'<  October  9iMl.  TUb  night  the  cendles  wwe  pot  o«t 
atbefcrei^  theeiMieinsofthebed  in  which  their  faeeoun 
h^,  mmm.  dnmi  to  end  fio  mmy  tknet  wkh  great  no>» 
knee :  ^dieir  henours  teowved  manj  cnmI  Uow9^  aad 
were  aoneh  biwed  heride,  with  eight  great  pewter  dish* 
env  4uid  three  doaee  weoAea  ironchM,  whieh  were  tiuowv 
OB  the  bed,  aad  i^iwanfe  heard  loliing  about  the  feeao. 

<«  Maay  tknes  also  this  aight  they  heacd  the  fixdUe 
fdling  of  matty  fiigols  by  tlieLr  bedside,  but  in  the  iiion>- 
oig  DO  iagots  were  Ibuad  there,  no  diriier  or  tiotiieni 
were  there  eeen  either ;  and  die  aforaiaid  GMles  aderta, 
that  by  diebr  diibreiA  arrangiag  ia  the  paiitiy,  ihey  had 
asniredly  been  tdcea  thence,  and  aAsr  put  there  agaia. 

<<  Oet)ober  Sist.  The  keeper  of  their  ordmaiy  and  Ub 
failAhgr  with  them:  Thv  night  they  had  no^halarbaiiee* 

^  Onober  Sad*  Caadlas  put  out  ai  bafin^  Tfaqr 
had  ^beraidibiiehwidi  Aeaa  again,  hot  wereaothjr  thai 
pioteoled;  the  bitch  eetnp  t  iwry  piteousery  ;  theclathea 
of  Aeir  bade  were  aH  puUed  oi^  and  the  biick%  whhmit 
wind,  wflBB  theown  off  the  ehimney  tope  into  the 


<*OmrbMiMMt4  Thecandiespatoittarbefi»e.  They 
thought  all  the  word  of  dbe  Vua^B  Oak  wa»  mkndy 
tfarova  dowli  by  theilr  hedaidea;  they  ooanied  aucty-feur 
iagotstiialfeliianth  great  vhdeaoe,  andaoaae  Utandahook 
die  hnd,-'«4N]t  in  the  morning  none  were  £Mnd  daara^inw 
the  doer  ef  the  aeom  opened  in  wbieb  the  said  fagata 


«  October  S^th.  The  candles  put  out  as  befiam^  The 
eartakfai  of  the  bed  m  the  drawing-room  were  many  Umea 
fansibfy'  dbrawn )  the  wood  thrown  out  as  beiere ;  a  terri* 
ble  crack  like  thunder  was  heard ;  and  one  of  the  ser« 
lanli,  running  to  see  if  his  niaater  was  not  killed,  found, 
at  his  leturn,  three  draen  trendbara  laid  sniootUy  upoi^ 
hii  had  under  the  quik. 
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<'  October  26th.  The  beds  were  shaken  ts  befoie; 
the  windows  seemed  all  broken  to  pieces,  and  ^ass  fell  in 
vast  quantities  all  about  the  room.  In  the  moming  they 
found  the  windows  all  whole,  but  the  Soar  strewed  with 
broken  glass,  whidi  they  gathered  and  laid  by. 

^<  October  29th.  At  midnight  candles  went  oat  as 
before  f  something  walked  majestically  through  die  room, 
and  opened  and  shut  the  window;  great  stonis  Wero 
thrown  violently  into  the  room,  some  whereof  fell  on  the 
beds,  others  on  the  floor ;  and  about  a  quarter  after  <Mie, 
A  noise  was  heard  as  of  forty  cannon  discharged  together, 
and  again  repeated  at  about  eight  minufes'  dstance. 
This  alarmed  and  raised  all  the  neighbourhood,  who,  oom- 
ing  into  their  honours'  room^  gathered  up  the  great  stones, 
.  fiwursoore  in  number,  many  of  them  like  oommon  pebUes 
and  boulters,  and  laid  them  by,  where  they  are  to  be  aeeo 
to  this  (hty,  at  a  comer  of  the  adjoining  fidd.  Tins 
noise,  like  the  discharge  of  camion^  was  heard  throughout 
the  country  for  sixteen  miles  round.  :  During  these  noises, 
which  were  heard  in  both  rooms  together,  bodi  theOom- 
missioners  and  their  semuo^  gave  one  another  orer  fiir  knt, 
and  cried  out  lor  help;  and  Giles  Sharp,  snatehiiig  up  a 
sword,  had  wellnigb  lolled  one  of  their  honours,  taking 
him  for  the  spirit  as  he  came  m  his  sUrt  mto  the  room. 
While  they  were  together,  the  noise  was  continued,  and 
part  of  the  tiling  of  the  house,  and  all  the  windows  of  an 
nppat  room,  were  taken  away  with  it. 

^'  October  30th.  Samethmg  walked  into  the  ehamber, 
treading  like  a  bear ;  it  walked  nnny  times  about,  theo 
threw  die  warming-pan  violendy  upon  the  Axnt,  mi  so 
bruised  it  that  it  was  spoiled.  Vast  quantities  of  glass 
were  now  thrown  about  the  room,  and  vast  numbers  «f 
great  stones  and  h(»ses'  bones  were  thrown  in ;  these 
were  all  found  in  the  morning,  and  the  floors,  beds,  and 
waUs  were  all  much  damaged  by  die  violence  they  were 
thrown  in. 

^<  November  1st.     Candles  were  placed  in  aH  parts  of 

^he  room,  and  a  great  iire  made.     At  midnight,  the  can* 

(ilP4  all  yet  burning,  a  noise  like  the  fauvst  of  a  cannon 
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W9S  heard  in  the  room,  and  the  burning  Klkts  were  tossej 
all  oyer  the  room  and  aboat  the  beds  ;  and  had  not  their 
honours  called  in  Giles  and  his  fellows,  the  house  had  as- 
suredly been  burnt.  An  hour  aftor  the  candles  went  out, 
as  usual,  the  clack  of  many  cannon  was  heard,  and  many 
pailiuls  of  green  stinking  water  were  thrown  on  their 
honours  in  bed ;  great  stones  were  also  thrown  in  as  be- 
fore, the  bed-cuttains  and  bedsteads  torn  and  broken ;  die 
windows  were  now  all  really  broken,  and  the  whole  neigh- 
Dourhood  alarmed  widi  the  noises ;  nay,  the  very  rabbit- 
stealers  that  were  abroad  that  night  in  the  warren,  were 
so  firightened  at  the  dismal  thundering,  that  they  fled  for 
fear,  and  left  lYi&r  ferrets  behind  them. 

^<  One  of  their  honours  this  night  spoke,  and  in  the 
name  of  God  asked  what  it  was,  and  why  it  disturbed 
them  so  ?  No  answer  was  given  to  this ;  but  the  noise 
ceased  for  a  while,  when  the  spirit  came  again,  and  as 
they  all  agreed,  brought  with  it  seven  devils  worse  than 
itself.  One  of  the  servan^  now  lights  a  large  candle, 
and  set  it  in  the  doorway  between  the  two  chambers,  to 
see  what  passed  ;  and  as  he*  watched  it,  he  phdnly  saw 
a  hoof  st^ng  the  can<He  and  candlestick  into  the  middle 
of  the  room,  and  afterwards  making  three  scrapes  over 
the  snuff  of  the  candle,  to  scrape  it  out.  Upon  this,  the 
same  person  was  so  bold  as  to  draw  a  sword  ;  but  he  bad 
sdttce  got  it  out,  when  he  perceived  another  invisiUe 
hand  had  hold  of  it  too,  and  pulled  with  him  Ibr  it,  and 
at  last  prevaHing,  struck  him  so  violently  on  the  head  with 
the  pommel,  thtt  he  fell  down  for  dead  with  the  blow. 
At  this  instant  was  heard  another  burst  like  the  discharge 
of  the  broadside  of  a  ship  of  war,  and  at  about  a  minute 
or  two's  distance  each,  no  less  than  nineteen  more  such  ; 
these  shock  the  house  so  violently,  thfttt  they  expected 
every  moment  it  would  fall  upon  their  heads.  The  neigh- 
bours on  this  were  all  alarmed,  and,  running  to  the  house, 
they  all  joined  in  prayer  and  psalm-singing,  du/ng  which 

*  Probably  this  part  was  also  played  by  Sbarp,  who  was  Ihe  regular  gbost- 
leer  of  Ibe  party. 
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d»B  «me  coDtiimed  in  the  odier  rooms,  tad  the  Amhugff 
«f  ^aiuion  \<dthout,  though  nobody  was  there." 

Dr«  Plot  coDoludes  bis  rdation  of  tUs  memorable 
ayent*  wkb  obs^rmg*  that,  though  tricks,  have  ofieo 
been  [dayed  in  affidrs  of  this  kind,  ma^y  of  these  things 
aire  not  reconcilable  with  juggling ;  such  as,  1st,  The 
loud  n(»$e8  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  make,  without 
bstnunents  iwluch  were  not  there }  2d,  The  teaiing  and 
bieaktng  <^  the  beds ;  Sd,  The  throwing  about  the  fire  ; 
4tbt  The  hoof  treading  out  the  candle ;  and,  5th,  The 
itciving  Sfx  the  sword,  and  the  blow  the  man  received 
from  the  pommel  of  it. 

To  show  how  great  men  are  sometimea  deceived,  we 
m^r  recur  to  a  tract,  entitled  ^^  The  Secret  Hutorjf  of 
tie  QiHfd  DevU  of  fVoodstock^^'  in  which  we  find  it^  un- 
der the  author's  own  hand,  that  he,  Jos^h  Qollins,  coi[n*^ 
mcmly  called  Funny  Joe,  was  himself  this  very  devil  j — 
that,  under  the  feigped  mune  of  Giles  Sharps  he  hired 
himself  as  a  ts^mtot  to  the  Commissioners  j — ^tbat  by  the 
help  of  two  friends-'^-an  unknown  trapdoor  in  tbe^  ceiling 
of  the  bedK^iambcHry  and  a  pound  of  ccnnmon  gunpowder 
-*-lie  placed  aM  these  extraordinacy  tricks  by  hiwiself  ^^ 
that  Ina  mlow-«enrants,  whom  he  had  introduced  on  pur 
pose  to  asmst  him,  had  lifted  up  their  own  beds ;  and  that 
the  candles  were  contrived,  by  a  common  trick  of  ^gun 
powder^  to  be  estinguisbed  at  a  certain  time. 

The  dog  who  b^an  the  fiuce  was,  us  Joe  swore^  no 
dog  at  all,  but  truly  a  bitch,  who  luul  shortly  before 
whelped  in  that  loom,  and  made  all  this  disturbance  in 
seekmg  for  her  puppies  ;  and  which,  when  she  had  served 
bis  purpose,  he  (Joe  Sharp,  or  Collins,)  let  out,  and  then 
looked  for.  The  story  of  the  hoof  and  sword  he  himself 
bore  witness  to,  and  was  never  suspected  as  to  the  truth 
of  them,  though  mere  ficUons.  By  the  trapdoor  his 
ftiends  let  down  stones,  fogots,  glass,  water,  &ic«,  which 
they  either  left  there,  or  drew  up  again,  as  best  suited  his 
purpose ;  and  by  this  way  let  themselves  in  and  out,  with- 

*  In  his  Natural  liistory  of  Oxfordshire. 


am  ap«im% liio  daamy  or  gmg  iuwgh  the  kejrhaks. 


and  aJl  the  noises  described,  he  declares  he  made  kf 
phdng  qaaatiMi  J[  ivUte  jgdiupmviBr  mm  piaees  of 
bucmiE^  ohaicaall,  4»  flales  of  tin,  wbick,  aa  tkKjr  Hielledl^ 
eKploded"  wkh  a  mlent  noise. 

I  am  ¥mrf  happy  in  having  an  opportuoi^  4if  acttiaK 
hiiMiyrigiiljribmH  thdae  ramarkaUa  events,  and  wonll 
Baa  imm  the  wadiii  didMieTe  my  author's  aoeoant  at 
tfaan,  Aom^im  nanwig  inther  white  ganpowderexplediiig 
ariiaia  aellflri^  er  his  making  the  earth  about  the  pot  take 
iraof  ila^iiwn  record  ^  dnce,  however  iminobable  aheaa 
accoimts  nMqra|ip«ar  to  aome  raaden,  and  wfaaaever  aacveta 
Auf  wigltt  be  in  Joe^a  tinae,  they  are  now  w«B  knafwn  b 
tkmmtxj^  Ai  t»  the  laat,  there  aeedB  only  ao  imx  an 
v^faA  Kjamtikj  of  iron  filngs^  finely  powdaied,  and  pew* 
derid  pdeateiniatone,  and  make  than  into  m  paaie  antb 
hit  wiatar^  Thia  pasta,  when  it  haih  kin  tagatker  about 
treaijMix  h6an,  will  of  itaelf  take  fiie,  and  bam  all  tba 
aal^NW  away  wilk  a  blue  flame  anS  a  bad  amelL  Far 
iba  atkaia,  what  he  eaHs  white  gnapuaidary^  P^xi^F  ^ 
iteaflaifaig  powdai*  aattad  by  oar  ebaaaists  fvltm  fid^ 
aaifiiiaa*  it  i»  ooaapoaed  «f  thaee  parts  af  aaltpetaa^  tmm 
paau  of  pearl  arfiea  er  salt  of  tastar^  and  ona  ppit  at 
fowar  of  brimatone)  raised  together  and  beat  to  a  fine 
fwwiei'^  a  small  quality  of  tins  held  on  the  paint  «f  a 
bnifa  «ver  a  candle,  wffi  not  go  off  till  it  mrit,  and  'than 
It  gwas  a  fseport  Vke  that  of  a  pistol ;  and  Ais  be  nugbt 
aa^  dispose  of  in  larger  quantities,  so  aa  to  make  it 
i»(pIode  «f  itself,  while  he,  the  said  Joe,  was  with  his 
masteta. 

Suieb  is  the  exj^anatioa  of  the  gbosdy  adventorea  of 
W4aiMbtoek,  as  trenrfmed  by  Mr.  Hone  foun  the  pages 
af  llie  4M  %raet,  tamed  Ae  Autlna^  Ifamoics  of  the 
memorable  Joeeph  Coffian  of  Oxford^  wAiose  eaorage  and 
loy^dty  ware  llie  only  wnards  which  eonjured  up  those 
mrange  and  sarpriifing  apparitions  and  works  of  sfaiits, 
which  passed  as  so  unquestionable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Par<- 
liamentary  Commissioners,  of  Dr.  Plot,  and  other  anthota 
af  credit.    The  jndtfis  fidminans^  the  secret  principle  he 
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made  use  of,  is  nofw  known  to  ewcrf  apdlbecaTy^s  tp 
.  pilentice.  ~         ^ 

If  my  memory  be  not  treacfaeious,  the  acter  of  these 
wonders  made  use  of  his  skill  in  fireworks  upon  the  fol- 
lowing remarkable  occasion.  The  Comnancnieis  had 
not,  in  their  zeal  for  the  public  serrice,  overlooked  their 
own  pritate  interests,  and  a  deed  was  drawn  up  upoD 
parchment,  recording  the  share  and  nature  of  the  advan- 
tages which  they  privately  agreed  to  concede  to  each 
other ;  at  the  same  ume  they  were,  it  seems,  knth  to 
intrust  to  aB|!  one  of  their  niimber  the  keeping  <^  a 
document  in  which  all  were  equally  ooncemed. 

They  hid  the  written  agreement  within  a  flower^pot, 
in  which  a  shrub  concealed  it  from  the  eyes  of  any  chsmce 
spectator.  But  the  rumour  of  the  apparidoos  having 
gone  abroad,  curiosity  drew  many  of  the  neighboiics  to 
Woodstock,  and  some  in  particular,  to  whom  the  know* 
ledge  of  tins  agreement  would  have  aObrded  mailer  <^ 
Bcandal.  As  the  Cdmmissioners  received  these  guests  m 
the  salocHi  where  the  fiower-pot  was  placed,  a  match  was 
suddenly  set  to  some  fireworks  placed  there  by  Siarp  the 
secretary.  The  flower-pot  buik  to  pieces  with  the  coft- 
cussion,  or  was  prepared  so  as  to  explode  of  itself,  and 
the  contract  of  the  Commissbners,  bearing  testimony  tc 
their  private  roguery,  was  thrown  into  the  midst  of  the 
visiters  assembled.  K  I  have  recollected  thb  incideiit 
accurately,  for  it  is  more  than  fcnrty  years  since  I  perused 
the  tract,  it  is  probable,  that  in  omitting  it  fixHn  the  novel, 
I  may  also  have  passed  over,  from  want  of  memory,  other 
matters  which  might  have  made  an  essential  adcUticm  to 
the  story.  Nothing,  indeed,  is  more  certain,  than  ihat 
^pidents  which  are  real,  preserve  an  infinite  advantage 
«i  works  of  this  nature  over  such  as  are  fictitious.  The 
tree,  however,  must  remain  where  it  has  fallen. 

Having  occasion  to  be  in  London  in  October  1831, 1 

made  some  researches  in  the  British  Museum,  and- in  that 

rich  collection,  with  the  kind  assistance  of  the  Keepers, 

,who  manage  it  with  so  much  credit  to  themselves  and 

advantage  to  the  public,  I  recovered  two  original  pamph* 


lets,  which  contain  a  tuil  aooouBt  of  Ibe  pfaanosnena  at 
Woodstock  in  1649.  (See  Appendix.)  The  fini  is  a  sat- 
irical poem,  pubUsbed  in  that  year,  which  plasaly  shows 
that  the  legend  was  current  among  the  people  in  die  very 
shape  in  which  it  was  afterwards  made  public.  I  have 
not  found  the  explanation  of  Joe  Collins,  which,  as  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Hone,  resolves  the  whole  into  confederacy. 
It  might,  however,  be  recovered  by  a  stricter  search  than 
I  had  leisure  for.  In  the  meantime,  it  may  be  observed, 
that  neither  the  name  of  Joe  Collins,  nor  Sharp,  occprs 
among  the  dramatu  persona  given  in  these  tracts,  publish- 
ed when  he  might  have  been  endangered  by  any  thing 
which  directed  suafMcion  towards  him,  at  least  m  1649,  and 
perhaps  might  have  exposed  him  to  danger  even  in  1660, 
fixxn  the  malice  of  a  powerfiil  though  defeated  &c6oa. 

Ut  Angiut,  189S. 


APPBNDIX.— NO.  L 

THE  WOODSTOCK  SCUFFLE; 


MOST  DREADFUL  APPARITIONS  THAT  WfiRE  LATELY 
8EENE  IN  THE  MANNOR-ROUSE  OF  WOODSTOCK,  NEERS 
OXFORD,  TO  THE  GREAT  TERROR  AND  WONDERFUL 
AMAZEMENT    OF  ALL  THERE    THAT    DID    BEHOLD    THEM 

(PriM8dtetlie5«afl6«.    4l*.] 

It  were  a  wonder  if  one  unites, 
And  net  of  wonders  and  strange  sights  ;  ' 

For  ev'ry  where  such  things  affrights 
Poore  people, 
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TbBt  mn  am  dr^jt  «t  thM  wki'  wd ; 
God  judgiaente  ev^iy  where  doth  send. 
Ami  yet  we  don't  our  liftts  amend. 
But  tipi^. 

And  sweare,  and  lie,  and  cheat|  and-         , 
Because  the  woAd  shall  drown  no  more, 
As  if  no  judgments  were  in  store 
But  water; 

But  by  the  stories  i^ch  I  tell, 
You'H  beare  of  tetiors  come  from  heli, 
And  fires,  and  shapes  moat  terrible 
For  inatter. 

'  It^  not  long  since  that  a  child 
Spake  from  the  ground  in  a  large  field, 
And  made  the  people  almost  wSd 

That  heard  it, 

Of  which  diere  is  a  printed -book, 
Wherem  each  man  the  truth  may  look  } 
If  children  speak,  the  matter's  took 

But  this  b  stranger  than  that  voice, 
Thp  w^der'a  greater  and  the  noyse  ; 
And  things  appeare  to  men,  not  boyes^ 
At  fFooditock; 

Wbeve  IU>$amond  had  once  a  bower. 
To  keep  her  firom  Queen  EUnour^ 
And  had  escap'd  her  poys'nous  power 
By  goodJudc, 

But  fiite  had  otherwise  decreed^ 
And  Woodstock  Manner  saw  a  deed. 
Which  is  in  Hollinshed  or  Speed 

Chro-nicled  ; 

But  neither  Hollinshed  nor  Stow, 
Nor  no  historians  such  things  show. 


HIT] 

For  notluqg  ebe  is  history 
But  pickle  of  antiquity, 

SIMM  ->jj.^-    tMi^Z,A^^^t  ^^k^  4l^^Hri#    S^   ^feh^M^te^t^^ 

fr  Kre  TiIIBgS  sre  Wpi  Hi  iBOIIIIIIy 

Fitm  ttdaeldiig^ 

Which  9tbwwuQ9  ^ould  liaye  lain  dead, 
As  m  oblivion  buried, 
Wlfidinow you «mf  ^aB  iAto  bead 

WiththhMkiiig. 

* 

The  droidfiil  stoiyi  which  is  true, 
And  now  conmiitted  unto  view, 
By  better  pen,  had  it  Hs  due, 

Should  see  Ughr; 

But  I,  contented,  doe  indite. 
Not  things  of  wit,  but  things  of  right ; 
Tou  can'€  Mpeec  that  things  that  ftgbl 
Should  delight. 

O  hearken,  ihereftre,  harke  and  shake  ! 
My  very  pen  and  hand  doth  quake  ! 
While  I  the  tine  felaiiioii  taA» 

&  th'  wonted 

Which  hath  loi^  time,  and  still  appeares 
Unto  the  State's  Conumssioners, 
And  "(Mitt  ttieuft  (a  their  beds  «e  fmtm  > 
Fvoaiundevi 

They  come,  good  men,  imploi'd  by  th^  State, 
To  sell  the  lands  of  Charles  the  late. 
And  thei«  they  lay,  and  long  HA  mmm 
fVr«hapnMHi» 

You  may  have  easy  penVorths,  woods, 
Lands,  ven'son,  householdstuf,  and  goods ; 
They  Kttld  ^drnught  e^"  degs  that  wooM 
Hietei 


They  3et  ap  Mmoimts  and  to  bed, 
Where  scarce  they  had  lain  down  a  head 
To  slumber. 

But  that  their  beds  wei^  hieay'd  on  l%b  f 
They  thought  some  dog  under  did  lie, 
And  meant  i'  th'  chamber  (fie,  fie,  fie,) 
To  scumber. 

Some  thought  the  cunning,  curWd  mean 
To  eat  thek  muUofi  (which  was  lean) 
Reserved  for  breakfast,  for  the  men 
Were  thrifty; 

And  up  one  rises  in  Ins  shirt,         m    . 
Intending  the  slie  cur  to  hurt, 
And  forty  thrusts  made  at  him  for't, 
Or"®^,' 

But  eii^ty  came  bis  sword  again. 
He  finihd  hee  thrust  but  all  in  vain ; 
The  muttcm  safe,  hee  went  amain 
To's  fdlow. 

And  now  (assured  all  was  well) 
The  bed  again  began  to  swell. 
The  men  were  firighted,  and  did  smell 
O'  th'  yellow. 

From  heaving,  now  the  cloaths  it  pluckt,. 
The  men,  for  feare,  together  stuck. 
And  m  their  sweat  each  other  duckH. 
They  wished 

A  lliainand  times  that  it  were  day 

"Ks  sooe^he  diyell !     Let  us  pray. 

They  pray'd  amain  ;  and,  as  they  say 
•  «         « 

Approach  of  day  did  cleere  the  doahtj 
For  all  deroticxis  were  run  out, 


iH'wu^mMHTtmm*  H 


Tlwy  iiow  wsact  AQag  aod  sontdMig  tlcNit  j 
One  peaked 

Under  the  bed,  but  nought  was  there ; 
He  view'd  the  chand)er  ev^ry  where. 
Nothing  appear'd  but  what,  for  foara. 
They  leaked. 

Their  stomachs  then  retum'd  apace, 
They  found  the  mutton  in  the  phbce. 
And  fell  unto  it  with  a  grace. 

They  lau^ied 

£ach  at  the  other's  pamiick  feare, 
And  each  his  bed-fdlow  did  jeere, 
And  having  sent  kat  ale  and  beere, 
They  quafl^ 

And  then  abroad  the  summons  went, 
Who'll  buy  king's-land  o'  th'  Parliament? 
A  paper-bode  contein'd  the  rent, 

Which  lay  there ; 

That  did  contein  the  severall  farmes 
Quit-rents,  knight  services,  and  armes  , 
But  that  they  came  not  in  by  swarmes 
To  pay  there. 

Night  doth  invite  to  bed  again. 
The  grand  Commissioners  were  lain. 
But  then  the  thing  did  heave  amain , 
It  busied, 

And  with  great  clamor  fill'd  their  eares. 
The  noyse  was  doubled,  and  their  feares  ; 
Nothing  was  standing  but  their  haires. 
They  nuzled. 

Oft  were  the  blankets  pul'd,  the  sheete 
Was  closely  twin'd  betwixt  their  feete, 
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If  APihBifBfx  ^n 

ft  iftoiM  fhe  9pini  wtts  cBscreete 
And  civill. 

Whidi  makes  the  poore  Commissioiietf 
Feare  tbey  shall  gel  but  small  arresres^ 
And  thflA  thare^s  yet  fer  cavafen 
One  divell. 

They  oast  about  idiat  best  to  doe  $ 
Next  day  they  would  to  wise  men  goe^ 
To  neighboring  towns  som  ooon  to  ImoiP , 
Fbr  schoUars 

Come  not  to  Woodstodc,  as  befinr^ 
'-And  AUen's  dead  as  a  nayk-dooce^ 
And  so's  eM  JoIki  (eclep'd  the  poote) 
His  follower ; 

Rake  Oxford  o're,  th^^'s  not  a  mafei 
That  rayse  or  lay  a  spirit  can, 
Or  use  die  oirole^  or  the  wandi 

Or  conjure ; 

Or  can  say  (Boh  !)  unto  isi  (Uvell, 
Or  to  a  goose  that  is  uncivilly 
Nor  where  Keimboltcm  purged  out  afill, 
'Tis  sin  sure. 

There  were  two  villages  hard  by, 
With  teachers  of  presbytery, 
Who  knew  the  house  was  Udiously 
Be-pestred ; 

But  'lasse  !  their  new  divinity 
Is  not  so  deep,  or  not  so  high ; 
Their  witts  doe  (as  their  means  did)  lie 
Sequestred ; 

But  Master  Joffinan  was  the  wight 
Which  was  to  exorcise  the  spright ; 
Hee'll  preach  and  pray  you  day  and  nigh^ 
At  pleasure. 


iHTtnuivcTtiiif.  W 

And  hj  tlutt  panSM  gainfall  traile. 
He  hatb  himelfe  fiiU  wealthy  made } 
Great  store  of  guilt  be  hath,  'tis  saidj 
And  treasure. 

But  no  intraaty  of  his  friends 

Could  get  him  to  the  house  of  fiends. 

He  came  not  over  for  such  ends 

From  Dutch-land  ) 

But  worse  diTinity  hee  brought. 
And  halh  us  reformation  taught. 
And,  with  our  money,  he  hath  bought 
Him  much  land. 

Had  the  old  parsons  preaohed  stMl, 
The  div^l  riiould  nerr  have  had  his  wil ; 
But  those  that  had  or  art  or  skiO 
Are  outed  j 

And  those  to  whom  the  ftm^t  m»  giv\i 
Of  driving  spfaits,  are  out-driv'n ; 
Their  coUedges  dispos'd,  and  livings^ 
To  grout-beads. 

There  was  a  jusliee  who  did  boast, 
Hee  had  as  great  a  gift  almost. 
Who  did  desire  him  to  accost 

This  evil! ; 

But  hee  would  not  employ  his  gifts''. 
But  found  out  many  heights  and  shifts  ; 
Hee  had  no  prayers,  nor  no  snifis. 
For  th'  divell 

Some  other  way  they  cast  a3K>ut, 
These  brought  him  in,  they  throw  not  out ; 
A  woman,  great  with  child,  will  do't ; 
They  got  one. 

Ana  she  i'  th'  room  that  night  must  iie , 
But  ^iJHftii  the  thing  about  did  die. 
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And  broke  the  windows  fiukuisly, 
And  hot  one 

Of  the  contractors  o*re  the  head. 

Who  lay  securely  m  his  bed. 

The  woman,  shee-affiigbted,  fled 
«       «      « 

And  now  they  lay  the  cause  on  her. 
That  e're  that  night  the  thing  did  stir, 
Because  her  selfe  and  grandfather 

Were  Papists ; 

They  must  be  bames-regenerate, 
(A  Hans  en  Kelder  of  the  state, 
Which  was  in  reformation  gatt,) 

They  ssud,  whrcL 

Doth  make  the  divell  stand  in  awe, 
Pull  in  his  homes,  his  hoof,  his  claw  ; 
But  having  none,  they  did  in  draw 

But  in  the  night  there  was  such  worke, 
The  spirit  swaggered  like  a  Turke  ; 
The  bitch  bad  spi'd  where  it  did  lurke. 
And  howled  . 

In  such  a  wofuU  manner,  that 

Their  very  hearts  went  pit  a  pat 
«  «  *  «  « 

«  «  * 

The  stately  rooms,  where  kings  once  lay  • 
But  the  contractors  shew'd  the  way. 
But  mark  what  now  I  tell  you,  pray, 
Tis  worth  it. 

That  book  I  told  you  of  before. 
Wherein  were  tenants  written  store, 
A  register  for  many  more 

Not  forth  yet ; 


nrrft^Bifonoff. 

That  very  book,  as  it  (fid  He, 
Took  of  a  flame^  no  mortall  eye 
Seeing  one  jot  of  fire  thereby. 
Or  taper; 

For  all  the  c^Uidles  about  flew, 
And  those  that  burned,  burned  blew, 
Never  kept  soldiers  such  a  doe 
Or  vaper. 

The  book  thus  burnt  and  none  knew  bow, 
The  poore  contractors  made  a  vow 
To  worke  no  more  }  this  spoil'd  their  plow 
In  that  place. 

Some  other  part  o'  th'  house  tbey^  find 
To  which  the  devill  hath  no  mind. 
But  bee,  it  seems,  is  not  inclined 

With  that  grace ; 

But  other  prancks  it  play'd  .ekewfaere. 
An  oake  there  was  stood  many  a  yeere, 
Of  goodly  growth  as  any  where, 

Was  hewn  down, 

Whfch  into  feweH-wood  was  cut. 
And  some  into  a  wood-pile  put. 
But  it  was  hurled  all  about 

And  thrown  down* 

In  sundry  formes  it  doth  appeare ; 
Now  like  a  grasping  claw  to  teare  } 
Now4ike  a  dog,  anon  a  beare. 

It  tumbles; 

And  all  the  windows  battered  are. 
No  man  the  quarter  enter  dare  ; 
All  men  (except  the  glasier) 

Doe  grumble. 

Once  in  the  likenesse  of  a  womafi, 
Of  stature  much  above  the  common. 
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Twas  seene*  but  soak  a  word  to  no  nMHii 
Mud  vanish'd. 

'Us  thought  the  ghost  of  some  good  wife 
Whose  husband  was  deprivM  of  life. 
Her  children  cheated,  land  in  strife 
She  banist. 

No  man  can  tell  the  cause  of  these 
So  wondrous  dreadfuU  outrages  ; 
Tec  if  upon  your  sinne  you  please 
To  discanty 

Tousle  find  our  actions  out  doe  helPs ; 
O  wring  your  hands  and  cease  the  bells, 
~  nuist,  or  notlmig  else 

Apfewae  can't. 


APPENDIX.— NO.  II. 

THE  JUST  DEVIL  OF  WOODSTOCK  j 
oa, 

.  A  TRUE  NARRATIVE  OF  THE  SEVERAL  APPARITIONS, 
THE  FRIGHTS  AND  PUNISHMENTS,  INFLICTED  UPON  THE 
RUMP18H  COMMISSIONERS  SENT  THITHER  TO  SfTRVET 
THE  MANNORS  AND  HOUSES  BELONGINe  TO  1U8  MAJESTIE. 

[Loodoo,  printed  in  the  year  1660.    4co.] 

7%e  names  of  the  persons  in  the  ensuing  Narrative 
wientionedf  with  others. 

Captun  Cockaine.  Captain  Roe. 

dptain  Hart.  Mr.  Crook,  the  Lawyer. 

Captam  Crook.  Mr.  Browne,  the  Surveyor 

Caj^ain  Carelesse. 

Their  three  Servants. 

Their  Qrdinary-*keeper»  and  others. 
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The  Gtee^keeper,  with  tli8  Wife  and  jtorvwts.  Bo- 
lides nuu^  more,  who  each  night  heard  the  ncMse ;  at  S& 
Gorord  Fleetwood  and  his  ladjr,  with  his  famhff  Mt* 
HyanSy  with  his  family,  and  seyeral  oth^s,  who  lodged 
in  the  outer  courts ;  and  during  the  three  lart  nights,  the 
inhabitants  of  Woodcock  town,  and  other  nei|^bbor  vil- 


And  there  were  many  m<»e,  both  divinea  and  othera, 
who  came  out  of  the  country,  and  from  OxJofd,  (D  see 
the  glass  and  stones,  and  other  stuffe,  the  devQ  bad  brought, 
wh^with  to  beat  out  the  Conunissioners ;  the  auks 
upon  some  walls  remain,  and  many,  this  to  te8ti6e. 

THS  PREFACE  TO  THE   ENSUING  NA&&ATITE, 

Smce  it  hath  pleased  the  Aknigh^  God,  oet  of  his 
mfimte  mercy,  so  to  make  ^s  happy,  t^  restoring  of  our 
natire  King  to  us,  and  us  unto  our  native  liberty  through 
him,  that  now  the  good  may  say,  magna  tew^orumftlmtm 
vin  sentire  qua  vdii^  et  dicere  licet  qu^  senttoi^  we  can* 
not  but  estemn  ourselres  engaged,  in  the  invest  of 
degrees,  to  render  unto  him  tibe  highest  thanks  we  can 
express,  althoi^h,  surpris'd  with  joy,  we  become  as  \oU 
m  the  performance ;  when  gladness  and  admiration  strikes 
us  silent,  as  we  look  back  upon  the  preciiuece  of  oiur  li^ 
condition,  and  those  miraculous  deliverances  bey<md  ex* 
pressSon ;  freed  from  the  slavery,  and  those  desperate 
perils,  we  dayly  lived  in  fear  of^  during  the  tyianoieal 
times  of  that  detestable  usurper,  Oliver  Cromwell  $  he 
who  had  raked  up  such  Judges,  as  would  wrest  the  jnesl 
innocent  language  into  high  treason,  when  he  had  the 
cruel  conscience  to  take  away  our  lives,  upon  no  other 
ground  of  justice  or  reason,  (the  stones  of  London  streets 
would  rise  to  witness  it,  if  all  the  citiieas  were  nbot*) 
And  with  these  judges  had  soeb  eouscSkMrs,  ^is  oe«U 
advise  bins  unto  worse,  which  wiU  less  want  of  witnaiw. 
For  ihottki  tbe  many  audittnrs  be  silent,  the  press  (as  Ged 
would  have  it)  hath  given  it  us  in  print,  wben  cmm  of 
Asm  (and  bis  oonsoioioe-keeper,  too,)  eqpeaks  out,  ^at 
Ml  we  do  with  tiiaaB  meft?  atith  bei  JBgtr  ' 
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nerant  erudetem  faeit  medicum,  et  immedicabUe  vulnus 
tnse  reddendum.  Who  these  men  are  that  should  be 
brought  to  such  Scicilian  vespers,  the  former  page  sets 
forth— those  which  conceit  P^topiasy  and  have  their  day- 
dreams of  the  return  of,  I  know  not  what  golden  age,  with 
the  old  line.  What  usage,  when  such  a  privy  councillor 
had  power,  could  he  expect,  who  then  had  published  this 
narrative  ?  This  much  so  plainly  shows  the  devil  himself 
dislikit  their  doings,  (so  much  more  bad  were  they  than 
he  would  have  them  be,)  severer  sure  then  was  the  devil 
to  their  Commissioners  at  Woodstock ;  for  he  warned 
them,  with  dreadfiil  n(Hses,  to  drive  them  from  their  work. 
Thif  councillor,  without  more  ado,  would  have  all  who 
retained  conceits  of  allegiance  to  their  soveraign,  to  be 
ibsolutely  cut  off  by  the  usurper's  sword,  A  sad  sentence 
fiw  a  loyal  party,  to  a  lawful  king.  But  Heaven  is  always 
just ;  the  party  is  repriv'd,  and  do  acknowledge  the  hand 
of  God  in  it,  as  is  rightly  applyed,  and  as  iustly  sehsible 
of  their  deliverance  :  in  that  the  foundation  which  the 
councillor  saith  was  already  so  well  laid,  is  now  turned  up, 
«id  what  he  calls  day-dreams  are  come  to  passe.  That 
old  line  which  (as  with  him)  there  seemed  aliquid  divini 
to  the  contrary,  is  now  restored.  And  that  rock  which, 
as  he  saith,  the  prelates  and  all  their  adherents,  nay,  and 
their  master  and  supporter,  too,  with  all  his  posterity,  have 
split  themselves  upon,  is  nowhere  to  be  heard,  ^d  that 
posterity  are  safely  arrived  in  their  ports,  and  masters  of 
that  mighty  navy,  their  enemies  so  much  encreased  to 
keep  them  out  with.  The  eldest  sits  upon  the  throne, 
bis  place  by  birthright  and  descent, 

''  Pacatumque  regit  Patriis  vertodbua  orbem  f* 

upon  which  throne  long  may  he  sit,  and  reign  in  peace, 
tbit  by  his  just  government,  the  enemies  of  ours,  the  true 
Protestant  Church,  of  that  glorious  martyr,  our  fate  sov- 
reign,  and  of  his  roynl  posterity,  may  be  either  absdutely 
converted,  or  utterly  confounded. 

If  ai^  shall  now  i»k  thee  why  tins  narr«tive  was  not 
published,  as  neerer  to  the  times  wherein  Ae 
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rfaings  were  acted,  he  hath  the  reason  for  h  in  the  finaer 
lines  ;  which  will  the  more  clearly  appear  unto  bis  appre^ 
faension,  if  he  shall  perpend  how  much  cruelty  is  requisite 
to  the  maintenance  of  rebellion ;  and  how  great  caie  is 
necessary  in  the  supporters,  to  obviate  and  divert  the 
smallest  things  that  tend  to  the  unblindbg  of  the  people ; 
so  that  it  needs  will  follow,  that  they  must  have  accounted 
tliis  amongst  the  great  obstructions  to  their  sales  of  his 
majestie's  lands,  the  devil  not  joining  with  them  in  the 
security  ;  and  greater  to  the  pulling  down  the  royal  pal- 
laces,  when  their  chapmen  should  conceit  the  devU  would 
haunt  them  in  their  houses,  for  building  with  so  ill  got 
materials  ;  as  no  doubt  but  that  he  hath,  so  numerous  and 
confident  are  the  relations  made  of  the  same,  though 
scarce  any  so  totally  reroarkeable  as  this,  (if  it  be  not  that 
others  have  been  more  concealed,)  in  regard  of  tlie  strange 
circimistances  as  long  continuances,  but  especially  the 
number  of  the  persons  together,  to  whom  all  things  were 
so  visibly  both  seen  and  done,  so  that  surely  it  exceeds 
any  other ;  for  the  devils  thus  manifesting  themselves,  it 
appears  evidently  that  there  are  such  things  as  devils,  to 
persecute  the  wicked  in  this  world  as  in  the  next. 

Now,  if  to  these  were  added  the  diverse  reall  phantasms 
seen  at  White-Hall  in  Cromwell's  times,  which  caused 
him  to  keep  such  mighty  guards  in  and  about  his  bed-' 
chamber,  and  yet  so  oft  to  change  his  lodgings  ;  if  those 
things  done  at  Saint  James',  where  the  devil  so  joal'd  the 
centinels  against  the  sides  of  the  queen's  chappell  doors, 
that  some  of  them  fell  sick  upon  it,  and  others,  not  taking 
warning  by  it,  kild  one  outright,  whom  they  buried  in  the 
place,  and  all  other  sucb  dreadful  things,  those  that  in- 
habited the  royal  houses  have  been  af&ighted  with  ;  and 
if  to  these  were  likewise  added,  a  relation  of  all  those 
regicides  and  their  abettors  the  devil  hath  entred  into,  as 
he  did  the  Gadarenes'  swine,  with  so  many  more  of  them 
who  hath  fallen  mad,  and  dyed  in  hideous  forms  of  such 
{|istractions,-r-that  which  hath  been  of  this  within  these 
\2  last  years  in  England,  (should  ^U  of  this  nature  our 
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dHonkles  do  tell,  with  all  the  superstitious  luooks  luivt 
writ,  be  put  together,)  would  make  the  greater  volume, 
and  ol  more  stnmge  occurrents. 

And  DOW  as  to  the  penman  of  this  narrative,  know  that 
he  was  a  divine,  and  at  the  time  of  those  things  acted, 
wlttch  are  here  related,  the  minister  and  schoolmaster  of 
Woodstock  ;  a  person  learned  and  discreet,  not  byassed 
with  Actions  humours,  his  name  Widows,  who  each  day 
put  in  writing  what  he  heard  from  their  mouthes,  (and 
such  things  as  they  told  to  have  befallen  them  the  night 
before,)  therem  keeping  to  their  own  words  ;  and,  never 
thinking  that  what  he  had  writ  should  happen  to  be  made 
publick,  gave  it  no  better  dress  to  set  it  forth.  And  be- 
cause to  do  it  now  shall  not  be  construed  to  change  the 
story,  the  reader  hath  it  here  accordingly  exposed. 

THE  JUST  DEVIL  OF  WOODSTOCK. 

The  16th  day  of  October ,  m  the  year  of  our  Loid, 
1649,  the  commissioners  for  surveying  and  vakimg  his 
majestie's  manooi^  house,  parks,  woo(k,  deear,  demesnes, 
and  all  things  ^6rd6ntobelongiRg,by  name  Captain  Crook, 
Captain  Hart,  CaplsMa  Cockaine,  Captain  Caretease,  and 
Captain  Roe,  their  messenger,  with  Mr.  Browne,  their 
secretary,  and  two  or  three  servants,  wei^  from  Woodstock 
town,  (where  they  had  lain  some  nights  before,)  and  took 
up  their  lodgings  in  his  majestie's  house  after  this  manner  3 
— ^ITie  bedchamber  mid  withdrawing-room  they  both 
lodged  in  and  made  their  kitchen  ;  the  presence-cbambet 
their  room  for  dispatch  of  their  business  witli  all  comers  | 
of  the  council-hall  tlieir  brew-tK)use,  as  of  the  dining-room 
their  wood-house,  where  they  laid  in  the  clefts  of  thai 
antient  standard  in  the  High-Park,  for  many  ages  beycmd 
memory  known  by  the  name  erf  the  King's  Oak,  which 
they  had  chosen  out,  and  causied  to  be  dug  up  by  the  roots* 

October  17  M.  About  the  middle  of  the  night,  these 
new  guests  were  first  awaked  by  a  knocking  at  tlie  pres- 
ence-chamber door,  which  they  also  conceived  did  open, 
and  something  to  enter,  which  came  through  the  room, 
and  also  walkt  about  that  room  with  a  heavv  step  during 


half  aD  hour,  then  crept  under  tlie  bed  where  Cavtaki 
Hart  and  Captain  Carelesse  lay,  whete  it  did  seem  (as  it 
were)  to  bite  and  gnaw  the  mat  and  bed-coards,  as  if  it 
would  tear  and  rend  the  feather  beds ;  which  having  done 
a  while,  then  would  heave  a  while,  and  rest ;  then  heave 
them  up  again  in  the  bed  more  l^gh  than  it  did  before, 
sometime  on  the  one  side,  sometime  on  the  other,  as  if  i| 
had  tried  which  captain  W9S  heaviest.  Thus  having 
heaved  some  half  an  hour,  from  thence  it  walkt  out  and 
went  under  the  seivants'  bed,  and  did  the  like  to  them  ; 
hence  It  walkt  into  a  withdrawing-room,  and  there  did  the 
same  to  all  who  lodged  there.  Thus,  having  welcomed 
them  for  more  than  two  Iiours'  space,  it  walkt  out  as  il 
came  in,  and  shut  the  outer  door  agidn,  hut  with  a  clap  of 
some  mightie  force.  These  guests  were  in  a  sweat  all 
this  while,  but  out  of  it  falling  into  a  sleep  again,  it  be^ 
came  morning  first  before  they  spake  theij:  minds  ;  then 
would  they  have  it  to  be  a  dog,  jet  they  described  it 
more  to  the  likeness  of  a  great  bear  ^  so  fell  to  the  ex* 
amining  under  the  beds,  where>  &idiug  oaly  the  mats 
scracht,  but  the  bed-coards  whole,  and  the  (juarter  of 
beef  which  lay  on  the  floor  untoucfat|  they  entertained 
other  thoughts, 

October  I8th.  They  were  all  awaked  as  the  nigb( 
before,  and  now  conceived  that  they  heard  lU  the  great^ 
clefts  of  the  King's  Oak  brought  into  the  presence-C'ham^ 
ber,  and  there  thumpt  down,  and  after  roul  about  the 
room  ;  thev  could  hear  their  chairs  and  stools  tost  ftoio 
one  side  of  the  room  unto  the  other,  and  then  (as  it  were) 
altogether  josled.  Thus  having  done  an  hour  together, 
it  walkt  into  the  witluirawbg-room,  where  lodged  &e  two 
captains,  the  secretary,  and  two  servants  :  heiie  stopt  the 
thing  a  while,  as  if  it  did  take  breath,  but  raised  a  hideous 
one,  then  walkt  into  the  bed-chamber,  where  lay  those 
as  before,  and  under  the  bed  it  went,  where  it  did  heave 
and  heave  again,  that  now  they  in  bed  were  put  to  calch 
hold  upon  the  bed-posts,  and  sometimes  one  of  the  othery 
to  prevent  their  being  tumbled  out  upon  the  ground ;  then 
coming  out  asi  fiom  under  the  bed^  and  taking  Md  upon 
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the  bed-posts,  it  would  shake  the  whole  bed,  almost  as  if 
a  cradle  rocked.  Thus  having  done  here  for  half  an  hour, 
k  went  into  the  withdrawing-room,  where  first  it  came  and 
stood  at  the  bed's  feet,  and  heaving  up  the  bed's  feet, 
flopt  down  again  a  while,  until  at  last  it  heaved  t^e  feet 
so  high  that  those  in  bed  thought  to  have  been  set  upon 
their  heads  ;  and  having  thus  for  two  hours  entertained 
them,  went  out  as  in  the  night  before,  but  with  a  great 
fiofse. 

October  I9th.  This  ni^t  they  awaked  not  until  the 
midst  of  the  night ;  they  perceived  the  room  to  shake 
with  something  that  walkt  about  the  bed-chamber,  which 
having  done  so  a  while,  it  walkt  into  a  withdrawing-room, 
where  it  took  up  a  brasse  warning  pan,  and  returning  with 
It  into  the  bed-chamber,  therein  made  so  loud  a  noise,  in 
these  captains'  own  words,  it  was  as  loud  and  scurvie  as 
a  ring  of  five  untuned  bells  rung  backward  ;  but  the  cap- 
tains, not  to  seem  afraid,  next  day  made  mirth  of  what 
had  passed,  and  jested  at  the  devil  in  the  pan. 

October  QOth.  These  captains  and  their  company,  still 
lodging  as  before,  were  awakened  in  this  night,  with  some 
things  flying  about  the  rooms,  and  out  of  one  room  into 
the  other,  as  thrown  with  some  great  force.  Captain 
Hart,  being  in  a  slumber,  was  taken  by  the  shoulder  and 
tshaked  until  he  did  sit  up  in  his  bed,  thinking  that  it  had 
been  one  of  his  fellows,  when  suddenly  he  was  taken  on 
the  pate  with  a  trencher,  that  it  made  him  shrink  down 
into  the  bed-clothes,  and  all  of  them  in  both  rooms  kept 
their  heads  at  least  within  their  sheets,  so  fiercely  did 
three  dozen  of  trenchers  fly  about  the  rooms  ;  yet  Cap- 
tain Hart  ventured  agsun  to  peep  out  to  see  what  was  the 
matter,  and  what  it  was  that  thrtew,  but  then  the  trencher? 
came  so  fast  and  neer  about  his  ears,  that  he  was  fisiin 
quickly  to  couch  again.  In  the  morning  they  found  all 
their  trenchers,  pots,  and  spits,  upon  and  about  their  beds, 
and  all  such  things  as  were  of  common  use  scattered  about 
the  rooms.  This  night  there  were  also,  in  several  parts 
of  the  room  and  outer  rooms,  such  noises  of  beating  at 
doors,  and  on  the  walls,  as  if  that  several  smiths  ha'l  been 
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tt  work  ;  and  yet  our  captains  shnink  not  fiom  their  woilc, 
but  went  on  in  that,  and  lodged  as  they  had  done  before. 

October  2lst.  About  midnight  they  heard  great  knock- 
ing at  every  door  ;  after  a  while  the  doors  flew  open,  and 
into  the  withdrawing-room  entered  something  as  of  a 
mighty  proportion,  the  fi^re  of  it  they  knew  not  how  to 
describe.  This  walkt  awhile  about  the  nmm  shaking  the 
floor  at  every  step,  then  came  it  up  clo^e  to  the  bedside, 
where  lay  Captains  Crook  and  Carelesse;  and  altera 
little  pause,  as  it  were,  the  bed-curtains,  both  at  sides  and 
feet,  were  drawn  up  and  down  slowly,  then  &ster  again 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  then  from  end  to  end  as  fast  as 
imagination  can  fancie  the  running  of  the  rings,  then 
shaked  it  the  beds,  as  if  the  joints  thereof  had  crackt ; 
then  walkt  the  thing  into  the  bedchamber,  and  so  plaied 
with  those  beds  there  ;  then  took  up  eight  peuter  (&hef , 
and  bouled  them  about  the  room  and  over  the  servants  in 
the  truckle-beds  ;  then  sometimes  were  the  dishes  taken 
up  and  thrown  crosse  the  high  beds  and  against  the  walls, 
and  so  much  battered ;  but  there  were  more  dishes  whereii^ 
was  meat  in  the  same  room,  that  were  not  at  all  removed. 
During  this,  in  the  presence-chamber  there  was  stranger 
noise  of  weightie  things  thrown  down,  and,  as  they  sup- 
posed, the  clefts  of  the  King's  Oak  did  roul  about  the 
room,,  yet  at  the  wonted  hour  went  away,  and  left  them 
to  take  rest  such  as  they  could. 

October  2sld.     Hath  mist  of  being  set  down  ;  nhe  offi 
cers,  imployed  in  their  work  farther  off,  came  not  that  day 
to  Woodstock. 

October  23i.  Those  that  lodged  in  the  withdrawing- 
room,  in  the  midst  of  the  night  were  awakened  with  the 
cracking  of  fire,  as  if  it  had  been  with  thorns  and  spark» 
of  fire  burning,  whereupon  they  supposed  that  the  bed- 
:^hamber  had  taken-  fire,  and  listning  to  it  farther,  they 
neard  their  fellows  in  bed  sadly  groan,  which  gave  them 
lo  suppose  they  might  be  suffocated;  wherefore  they 
called  upon  their  servants  to  make  all  possible  haste  to 
help  them.     When  the  two  servants  were  come  in,  they 
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found  all  asleep,  and  so  brought  back  word,  but  tha<  ther© 
were  no  bed-clothes  upon  them ;  wherefore  they  were 
sent  bade  to  cover  them,  and  to  stir  up  and  mend  the  fire. 
When  the  servants  had  covered  them  and  were  come  to 
the  chimney,  in  the  comers  they  found  their  wearing  ap- 
parrel,  boots,  and  stockings,  but  they  had  no  sooner  toucht 
the  embers,  when  the  firebrands  flew  about  their  ears  so 
last,  that  away  ran  they  into  the  other  room  for  the  shelter 
of  their  cover-lids  ;  then  after  them  walkt  something  that 
stampt  about  the  room  as  if  it  had  been  exceeding  angry, 
and  likewise  tiirew  about  the  trenchers,  platters,  and  all 
such  things  in  the  room — after  two  horns  went  out,  yet 
"Stampt  again  over  their  heads. 

October  24th.     They  lodged  all  abroad. 

October  ^th.  This  afternoon  was  come  unto  them 
BIr.  Richard  Crook  the  lawyer,  brother  to  Captain  Crook, 
tod  now  deputy-steward  of  the  mannor  unto  Captain  Par- 
isons  and  Major  Butler,  who  had  put  out  Mr.  Hyans,  his 
majestie's  oflSicer.  To  entertain  this  new  guest,  the  Com- 
•teiissioners  caused  a  very  great  fire  to  be  made,  of  neer 
l?he  chimney-fiiH  of  wood  of  the  King's  oak,  and  he  was 
lodged  in  the  withdrawing-room  mth  his  brother,  and  his 
servant  in  the  same  room.  About  the  midst  of  the  night 
a  wonderful  knocking  was  heard,  and  into  the  room  some- 
thing did  rash,  which  coming  to  the  chimney-side,  dasht 
out  the  fire  as  with  the  stamp  of  some  prodigious  foot, 
Aen  threw  down  such  weighty  stufie,  what  ere  it  was, 
(they  took  it  to  be  the  residue  6f  the  clefts  and  roots  of 
the  King's  Oak,)  close  by  the  bed-side,  that  the  house 
and  bed  shook  with  it.  Captain  Cockaine  and  his  fellow 
arose,  and  took  their  swords  to  go  unto  the  Crooks.  The 
tiOTse  ceased  at  their  rising,  so  that  they  came  to  the  door 
and  called.  Tlie  two  brothers,  though  fiilly  awaked,  and 
heard  them  call,  were  so  amazed,  that  they  made  no  an- 
swer until  Captain  Cockaine  had  recovered  the  boldness 
to  call  veiy  loud,  and  came  unto  the  bedside ;  then  faintly 
first,  after  some  more  assurance,  they  came  to  understand 
one  another,  and  comforted  the  lawyer.  Whilst  this  was 
thus,  no  noise  was  heard,  which  made  them  think  the 


9me  was  ptM  of  ^Ibat  Mght's  ^MMble,  sd  that,  after  $oam 
tittle  oonfijrejMie^  the/  allied  thamselvas  t0  taka  soma 
rest.  When  Capiain Qarkama  was  ocne  to  Uaaam  bad^ 
whioh  he  had  loft  opast  ha  fouad  it  doaely  cwend,  wfaidi 
be  nmch  wondered  at ;  hut  Utamg  the  claibeB4iowByaBd 
epeaiog  .it  to  get  in,  ha  icmmtd  tba  lower  aheat  atrewad 
over  mtfa  ti«nchar&.  Their  whole  three  dozen  of  tiea* 
ebeffs  wemoodei^dii^iosed  between  the  sheets,  which  be 
and  his  fellow  endeavouring  to  cast  out,  such  noisa  arose 
about  the  aoom,  that  ^they  were  glad  to  get  into  bed  with 
soeae  of  the  arenchers.  Tiie  ndse  lasted  a  full  half  hour 
after  43m*  This  enteftaimnent  so  ill  did  like  the  lawyer, 
and  being  not  so  well  studied  in  the  point  as  to  lesobra 
tUs  the  devil's  in*  ^ase,  that  he  next  day  resolved  lo  be 
gone  ;  but  having  not  dispalcfat  all  that  be  came  f(V,  profit 
and  perewasions  prevailed  with  him  to  stay  the  other 
lieariag,  so  that  he  lodged  as  he  did  the  night  before. 

Odaber  96ih.  This  night  each  room  was  better  iiir* 
nished  with  five  and  candle  than  before  ;  yet  about  tweline 
at  night  oaiae  something  in  that  dasht  all  out,  then  did 
walk  about  the  mom,  making  a  noise,  not  to  be  set  forth 
by  tbe^Mmipariaon  with  any  other  thing  ;  sometimes  oasoa 
it  to  the  bedsides  and  drew  the  curtains  to  and  fix),  then 
tweAt  iham,  then  laalk  aboist  again,  and  return  to  the  bed* 
posts,  dbak^itham  ^th  all  the  bed,  so  that  they  in  bed 
wore  put  >l6  hold  one  upon  the  other,  then  walk  ahout  the 
room  again,  and  come  to  the  servants'  bed,  and  gnaw  and 
scratch  liw  wainscot  head,  and  shake  altogether  in  that 
room  ;  at  the  dmeof  this  being  in  doing,  they  in  the  bed* 
chamber  heard  such  strange  dropping  down  from  the  roof 
of  the  room,  that  they  supposed  'twas  like  the  fall  of 
money  by  the  sound.  Captain  Cockaine,  not  fiightened 
with  so  small  a  noise,  (and  lying  near  the  chimney,)  stept 
out,  and  made  shift  to  light  a  candle,  by  the  light  of  which 
he  perceived  the  room  strewed  over  with  broken  glass, 
green,  and  some  of  it  as  it  were  pieces  of  broken  bottles ; 
be  had  not  long  been  considering  what  it  was,  when  sud^ 
denly  his  candle  was  hit  out,  and  glass  flew  about  the 
aoom,  that  he  made  haste  to  the  protectioii  of  the  covea 
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lets ;  eke  noise  of  tbmidering  rose  more  bkteous  thait  art 
any  time  before  ;  yet,  at  a  certain  time,  all  vanislit 
into  calmness.  The  morning  after  was  the  glass  about 
the  room,  which  the  maid  that  was  to  make  clean  tlie 
rooms  swept  up  into  a  comer,  and  many  came  to  see  it. 
But  Mr.  Richard  Crook  would  stay  no  longer,  yet  as  he 
stopt  going  through  Woodstock  town,  he  was  there  heard 
to  say,  that  he  would  not  lodge  amongst  them  another 
night  for  a  fee  of  L.500. 

October  21th.  The  Commissioners  had  not  yet  done 
their  work,  wherefore  they  must  stay  ;  and  being  all  men 
of  the  sword,  they  must  not  seem  afraid  to  encounter  with 
any  thing,  though  it  be  tlie  devil ;  therefore,  with  pistols 
charged,  and  drawn  swords  laied  by  their  bedsides,  they 
applied  themselves  to  take  some  rest,  when  something  in 
the  midst  of  night,  so  opened  and  shut  the  window  case- 
ments with  such  claps,  that  it  awakened  all  that  slept ; 
some  of  diem  peeping  out  to  look  what  was  the  matter 
with  the  windows,  stones  flew  about  the  rooms  as  if  hurled 
with  many  hands  ;  some  hit  the  walls,  and  some  the  beds' 
heads  close  above  the  pillows,  the  dints  of  which  were 
then,  and  yet  (it  is  conceived)  are  to  be  seen,  thus  some- 
time throwing  stones,  and  sometime  making  thundering 
noise ;  for  two  hours  space  it  ceast,  and  all  was  quiet  till 
the  mom.  After  their  rising,  and  the  maid  come  in  to 
make  the  fire,  they  looked  about  the  rooms  ;  they  found 
fourscore  stcHies  brought  in  that  night,  and  going  to  lay 
them  together  in  the  corner  where  the  glass  (before  men- 
tioned) had  been  swept  up,  they  found  that  every  piece 
of  glass  had  been  carried  away  that  night.  Many  people 
came  next  day  to  see  the  stones,  and  all  observed  that 
they  were  not  of  such  kind  of  stones  as  are  natural!  in  the 
countrey  thereabout ;  with  these  were  noise  like  claps  of 
thunder,  or  report  of  cannon  planted  against  the  rooms, 
heard  by  all  that  lodged  in  the  outer  courts,  to  their  aston- 
ishment, and  at  Woodstock  town,  taken  to  be  thunder. 

October  28th.  This  night,  both  strange  and  differing 
noise  from  the  former  first  awakened  Captain  Hart,  who 
lodged  in  the  bedchamber,  who,  hearing  Roe  and  Brown 
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10  groan,  called  out  lo  Cockaine  and  Crook  to  ( 
help  them,  for  Hart  could  not  now  stir  himself;  Coek* 
aine  would  faine  have  answered,  but  he  oould  not,  or  look 
about ;  something,  he  thought,  stopt  both  his  breath  and 
oeld  down  his  eye-lids.  Amased  thus,  he  struggles  and 
kickt  about,  till  he  had  awaked  Captain  Crook,  who,  haU 
asleep,  grew  very  angry  at  his  kicks,  and  multiplied  words, 
it  grew  to  an  appomtment  in  the  field ;  but  this  fiiUy  re- 
covered Cockaine  to  remember  that  Captain  Hart  had 
called  for  help,  wherefore  to  them  he  ran  m  the  other 
room,  whom  he  found  sadly  groaning,  where,  scraping  iu 
the  chimney,  he  both  found  a  candle  and  fire  to  light  it ; 
but  had  not  gone  two  steps,  when  something  Uew  the 
candle  out,  and  threw  him  in  the  chair  by  the  bedside, 
when  presently  cried  out  Captain  Careless,  with  a  most 
pittifiil  voice,  <<  Come  hither,  O  come  hither,  brother 
Cockaine,  the  thing's  gone  of  me"  Cockaine,  scarce 
yet  himself,  helpt  to  set  him  up  in  his  bed,  and  after  Cap- 
tain Hart,  and  having  scarce  done  that  to  them,  and  also 
to  the  other  two,  they  heard  Captain  Crook  crjring  out, 
as  if  something  had  been  killing  him.  Cockaine  snatcht 
up  the  sword  that  lay  by  their  bed,  and  ran  into  the  room 
to  save  Crook,  but  was  iu  much  more  likelyhood  to  kill 
him,  for  at  his  coming,  the  thing  that  pressed  Crook  went 
of  him,  at  which  Crook  started  out  of  his  bed,  whom 
Cockaine  thought  a  spirit,  made  at  him,  at  which  Crook 
cried  out,  <'  Lord  help,  Lord  save  me ;"  Cockaine  let 
fall  his  hand,  and  Crook,  embracing  Cockaine,  desired  his 
reconcilement,  giving  him  many  thanks  for  his  deliverance. 
Tlien  rose  they  all  and  came  together,  discoursed  some- 
times godly  and  sometimes  praied,  for  all  this  while  was 
there  such  stamping  over  the  roof  of  the  bouse,  as  if  1000 
horse  had  ther^been  trotting ;  this  night  all  the  stones 
brought  in  the  night  before,  and  laid  up  in  the  withdraw- 
ing-room,  were  all  carried  again  away  by  that  which 
brought  them  in,  which  at  the  wonted  time  left  of,  said, 
as  it  were,  went  out,  and  so  away. 

October  ^ih.     Their  businesse  having  now  leceived 
so  much  forwardnesse  as  to  be  neer  dispacht,  they  en- 
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maamged  one  the  other,  and  resolved  to  try  fitftbt»r., 
tksrefore,  thejr  provided  more  lights  and  fires,  and  fiirtb^i 
ibr  their  assifltaace,  prevailed  with  their  ordinary  keeper 
to  lodge  cmoiigst  them,  and  bring  Us  mastive  bitch  ;  aiui 
k  was  BO  this  night  with  them,  that  they  had  no  disturl>- 
aoKseiat  alL 

October  30I&.  So  well  they  had  past  the  night  befiare, 
^lac  tbis  iiight  they  went  to  bed,  confident  and  carelesse ,; 
vntill  sbeut  ^tinelve  of  the  clock,  somett^g  knockt  at  the 
door  as  with  a  acnith's  great  hammer,  but  with  such  £»oe 
«s  iif  it  hsd  tie&  the  door;  then  ent'red  something  like  a 
i)ear,  but  seeni'd  to  swell  more  big,  and  walkt  about  the 
Yooni,  and  oat  of  (me  room  into  the  other,  treading  so 
iieavily,  as  the  (bare  had  not  been  strong  enough  to  bear 
k.  When  k  came  into  tSae  bedchamber,  it  dasht  a^nst  the 
beds'  heads  some  kind  of  glass  vessell,  that  brdce  in  sundry 
pieces,  and  sometimes  would  take  up  those  pieces,  And 
hinrle  them  dbout  the  room,  and  into  the  other  room  ;  and 
when  it  did  not  hurie  the  glasse  at  their  heads,  it  did  stnke 
upon  the  tables,  as  if  many  smiths,  with  their  greatest  ham^ 
mefs,  had  been  laying  on  as  upon  an  anvil ;  sometimes  k 
thumpt  aganst  the  walls  as  if  it  would  beat  a  hole  through^ 
then  upon  their  lieads,  such  stamping,  as  if  the  roof  of  the 
house  were  beating  down  upon  their  hea(k ;  and  hairing 
done  thus,  daring  the  space  (i^  was  conjectured)  of  two 
hours,  k  ceased  and  vanished,  but  with  a  more  fierce  shut- 
ting cif  the  doors  than  at  any  time  before.  In  the  mom* 
ing  they  found  the  pieces  of  glass  about  the  room,  amd 
observed,  that  k  was  much  difi^ing  from  thait  gla&ae 
1>roagbt  in  three  nights  before,  this  being  of  a  much  thicker 
^ubsUnce,  which  severall  persons  which  came  m  carried 
ftway  some  pieces  c^.  The  Commissioners  were  in  debate 
of  iodging  tliere  no  more  ;  but  all  their  businesse  was  ndt 
done,  and  some  of  them  were  so  conceited  as  to  believe, 
iumI  to  attribute  the  rest  they  enjoyed,  the  night  before 
this  last,  unto  the  mastive  bitch  ;  wherefore,  they  resolved 
to  get  more  company,  and  the  mastive  bitch,  and  tr)' 
vnocher  night. 

JtHier  SUt.     This  night,  the  fires  and  liglits  prepar 
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ed,  Che  orcGnafy  keeper  and  his  bitch,  with  another  i 
perswaded  hj  him,  they  all  took  their  beds  and  fell  asleep. 
But  about  twelve  at  night,  such  rapping  was  on  all  sides 
1^  them,  that  it  wakened  all  of  them  ;  as  the  doors  did 
seem  to  open,  the  mastive  bitch  fell  fearfully  a  yelling,  and 
presently  ran  fiercely  into  the  bed  to  them  in  die  truckle- 
bed  ;  as  the  thing  came  by  the  uUe,  it  struck  so  fierce  a 
blow  cm  that,  as  that  it  made  the  firame  to  cnu^k,  then 
took  the  wanniog-pan  from  off  the  table,  and  stroke  it 
against  the  walls  with  so  much  force  as  that  it  was  beat 
flat  together,  lid  and  bottom.  Now  were  they  hit  as  they 
lay  covered  over  head  and  ears  within  the  bed-clothes. 
Captain  Carelesse  was  taken  a  sound  blow  on  the  head 
with  the  shoulder-blade  bone  of  a  dead  horse,  (before 
they  had  been  but  thrown  at,  when  they  peept  up,  and 
mist ;)  Browne  had  a  shrewed  blow  on  the  leg  with  the 
backbcme,  and  another  on  the  head,  and  every  one  of 
them  felt  severall  blows  of  bones  and  stones  through  the 
bed-clothes,  for  now  these  things  were  thrown  as  mm  an 
angry  hand  that  meant  fortber  mischief;  the  stones  flew 
in  at  window  as  shot  out  of  ai  gun,  nor  was  the  bursts 
lesse  (as  firom  without)  than  of  a  cannon,  and  all  the  win- 
dows broken  down.  Now  as  the  hurlbg  of  the  things 
did  cease,  and  the  thing  walkt  up  and  down,  Captam 
Cockaine  and  Hart  cried  out.  In  the  name  of  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  what  are  you  ?  What  would  you 
have  ?  What  have  we  done  that  you  disturb  us  thus  ? 
.  No  vpice  replied,  (as  the  Captains  said,  yet  some  of  their 
servants  have  said  otherwise,)  and  the  noise  ceast.  Here- 
upon Captab  Hart  and  Cockaine  rose,  who  lay  in  the 
bedchamber,  renewed  the  fire  and  lights,  and  one  great 
candle,  in  a  candlestick,  they  placed  in  the  door,  that 
might  be  seen  by  them  in  both  the  rooms.  No  soonei 
were  they  got  to  bed,  but  the  noise  arose  on  all  sides  more 
loud  and  hideous  than  at  any  time  before,  insomuch  as 
(to  use  the  Captain's  own  words)  it  returned  and  brought 
seven  devils  worse  than  itself ;  and  presently  they  saw  the 
candle  and  candlestick  in  the  passage  of  the  door,  dasht 
up  to  the  roof  of  the  room,  by  a  kick  of  the  hinder  parts 
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of  a  lioi-se,  and  after  with  the  hoof  trode  out  the  stiufl^ 
and  so  dasht  out  tbe  fire  in  the  chimnies.  As  this  was 
done,  iliere  fell,  as  from  the  sieling,  upon  them  in  the 
tnickle-beds,  such  quantities  of  water,  as  if  it  had  been 
poui-ed  out  of  buckets,  which  stunk  worse  than  any  earthly 
stink  could  make  ;  and  as  this  was  in  doing,  somethin<y 
crept  under  the  high  beds,  tost  them  up  to  the  roof  of  the 
house,  with  the  Commissioners  in  them,  until  the  testers 
of  the  beds  were  beaten  down  upon,  and  the  bedsted- 
frames  broke  under  them  :  and  here  some  pause  beino^ 
made,  they  all,  as  if  with  one  consent,  started  up,  and  ran 
down  the  stairs  until  they  came  into  the  Councel  Hall, 
where  two  sate  up  a-brewing,  but  now  were  fallen  asleep  ; 
those  they  scared  much  with  wakening  of  them,  having 
been  much  perplext  before  with  the  strange  noise,  which 
commonly  was  taken  by  them  abroad  for  thunder,  some- 
times for  rumbling  wind.  Here  the  Captains  and  their 
company  got  fire  and  candle,  and  every  one  carrying 
something  of  either,  they  returned  into  the  Presence- 
Chamber,  where  some  applied  themselves  to  make  the 
3re,  whilst  others  fell  to  prayers,  and  having  got  sonje 
clothes  about  them,  they  spent  the  residue  of  the  night 
in  singing  psalms  and  prayers  ;  during  which,  no  noise  was 
in  that  room,  but  most  hideously  round  about,  as  at  some 
distance. 

It  should  have  been  told  before,  how  that  when  Captain 
Hart  first  rose  tliis  niglit,  (who  lay  in  the  bedchamber 
next  the  fire,)  he  found  their  book  of  valuations  crosse  the 
embers  smoaking,  which  he  snatcht  up  and  cast  upon  the 
table  there,  which  the  night  before  was  left  upon  the  table 
in  the  presence  amongst  their  other  papers  :  this  book  • 
was  in  the  morning  found  a  handful  burnt,  and  had  burnt 
the  table  where  it  lay ;  Browne  the  clerk  said,  he  would 
not  for  a  100  and  a  lOOL  that  it  had  been  burnt  a  hand- 
ful further. 

This  night  it  happened  that  there  were  six  cony-steal 
ers,  who  were  come  with  their  nets  and  ferrets  to  the 
cony-burrows  by  Rosamond's  Well ;  but  with  the  noise 
this  night  firom  the  Mannor-house,  they  were  so  terrified, 
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Aat  like  men  distracted  aF«y  AnQT  wi,  ^nd  Jeft  tbeir 
baies  all  ready  pitched,  ready  up^  and  the  ferrets  in  tlie 
eony-bunows. 

Now  the  CoixunisdioDecs,  more  seusihte  of  tlieir  danger, 
considered  more  seriously  of  tbeir  safety,  and  agreed  to 
go  and  confer  with  Mr*  Uoffinan,  the  minister  of  VVotfon, 
(a  man  not  of  the  meanest  note,  for  life  or  learning,  by 
some  esteemed  more  high,)  to  desire  his  advice,  together 
with  his  company  and  prayers,  t^t.  Hoffiuan  held  it  too 
high  a  paint  to  resolve  on  suddenly  apd  by  himself,  where- 
ixe  d^ired  time  to  consider  upon  it,  which  being  agreed 
unto,  he  forthwith  rode  to  Mr.  Jenkinson  and  Mr.  Wheat, 
the  two  next' Justices  of  Peace,  to  try  what  warrant  tliey 
could  give  him  for  it.  They  both  (as  'tis  said  from  tliem* 
selves)  encouraged  him  tp  be  assisting  to  tlie  Coinmis* 
aoners,  according  to  his  calling. 

But  certain  it  is,  that  when  they  came  to  fetc)i  him  to 
go  with  them,  Mr.  Hoffman  answered,  that  be  would  not 
lodge  tliere  one  night  for  600/.,  ^nd  b(sing  asked  to  pray 
with  them,  he  held  up  bis  hands  aud  said»  that  be  would 
Dot  meddle  upon  any  terms. 

*Mr.  Hoffinan  refusing  to  undertake  the  quarrel,  the 
Comnmsioners  held  it  not  safe  to  lodge  where  they  had 
been  thus  entertained  any  longer,  but  cs^sed  all  things  to 
be  removed  ipto  the  chambers  oyer  the  gatehouse,  where 
they  staid  iHit  one  night,  pind  what  rest  they  enjoyed 
there,  we  have  but  an  uncertain  relation  of,  fpr  they  went 
away  eady  the  next  morning ;  but  if  it  may  be  held  6t  to 
set  down  ^lat  bath  been  delivered  by  the  report  of  others^ 
they  were  also  the  same  night  much  a^ghted  with  dread«- 
fiil  apparitions,  but  observing  thai  these  passages  spread 
muoh  in  discourse,  to  be  al^  b  particul^  taken  notice 
of,  and  that  the  nature  of  it  made  not  for  their  cause, 
they  ^greeji  to  the  concealing  of  things  for  the  future ; 
yet  this  is  well-known  and  certain,  iJiat  the  gate-keeper's 
wife  was  in  so  strange  an  agony  In  her  lied,'  ana  in  hoi 
bed-chamber  such  n<Mse,  (whiCst  her  husband  was  above 
mth  the  Gommissioners,)  that  two  nu^d^  in  the  next  looib 
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to  ber,  durst  not  renture  to  assist  her,  but  aftighted  raa 
jut  to  call  company,  and  their  master,  and  found  the 
woman  (at  their  coming  in)  gasping  for  breath  :  and  the 
next  day  said,  that  she  saw  and  suflbred  tiiat,  which  for 
all  the  world  she  would  not  be  hired  to  again. 

From  Woodstock  the  Commisrioners  removed  unto 
Euelme,  and  some  of  them  returned  to  Woodstock  the 
Sunday  se'nnight  after,  (the  book  of  Valuations  waBting 
something  tliat  was  for  haste  left  imperfect,)  but  lodged 
not  in  any  of  those  rooms  where  they  had  lain  belbpe,and 
yet  were  not  unvisited  (as  they  confess  themselves)  by 
the  devil,  whom  they  called  their  nightly  guest ;  Captain 
Crook  came  not  untill  Tuesday  night,  and '  how  he  sped 
that  night  the  gate-keeper's  wife  can  tell  if  she  dareth,  but 
what  she  hath  whisp^fed  to  her  gossips,  shall  not  be  made 
a  part  of  this  our  narrative,  nor  many  more  particulars 
which  have  fallen  from  the  Commissioners  themselves  and 
their  servants  to  other  persons  ;  they  are  all  or  most  of 
them  alive,  and  may  add  to  it  when  they  please,  and  sorely 
have  not  a  better  way  to  be  revenged  of  him  who  ivou* 
bled  them,  than  according  to  the  proverb,  tell  truth  and 
shame  the  devil. 

There  remains  this  observation  to  be  added,  that  on  a 
Wednesday. morning  all  these  officers  went  away;  and 
that  since  then  diverse  persons  of  severall  qualities,  have 
lodged  often  and  sometimes  long  in  the  same  rooms,  both 
in  the  presence,  withdrawing-room,  and  bedchamber  be- 
longing unto  his  sacred  Majesty ;  yet  none  have  bad  the 
least  disturbance,  or  heard  the  smallest  noise,  for  which 
the  cause  was  not  as  ordinary  as  apparent,  except  the 
Commissioners  and  their  company,  who  came  in  order  to 
the  alienating  and  puUmg  down  the  house,  which  is  well* 
nigh  performed. 

A  SHORT    SURVEY    OF   WOODSTOCK,    NOT    TAKEN  BY    ANY 
0#THE  BEFORE-MENTIONED  COMMISSIONERS.* 

The  noble  seat,  called  Woodstock,  is  one  of  the  ancient 
honours  belonging  to  the  ciown.  Severall  maonors  owe 
suite  and  service  to  the  place ;  but  the  custom  of  the 

*  This  Sorvojf  of  Woodstock  is  appended  lo  the  preceding  oamphloC 
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tfmntrey  giYing  it  but  the  tide  of  a  mannor,  we  shall  erre 
with  thexa  to  be  the  better  understood. 

The  mannor-house  hath,  been  a  large  fabrick,  and  ac- 
counted amongst  his  majestie's  standing  houses,  because 
there  wis  alwaies  kept  a  standbg  furniture.  This  great 
bcMise  was  built  by  King  Henry  the  First,  but  ampleyfied 
with  the  gatehouse  and  outsides  of  the  outer-court,  by 
King  Henry  the  Seventh,  tlie  stables  by  King  James. 

About  a  bow-shoot  from  the  gate  south-west,  remain 
finrndation  signs  of  that  structure,  erected  by  Kin^  Henry 
the  Second,  for  the  security  of  Lady  Rosamond^  daughter 
of  Walter  Lord  CUfford,  which  some  poets  have  compared 
to  the  Dedalian  labyrinth,  but  the  form  and  circuit  both 
of  the  place  and  ruins  shew  it  to  have  been  a  house  and 
<^  one  pile,  perhaps  of  strength,  according  to  the  &shion 
c^  those  times,  and  probably  was  fitted  with  secret  places 
of  recess,  and  avenues  to  hide  or  convey  away  such  per- 
soDS  as  were  not  willing  to  be  found  if  narrowly  sought 
after.  About  the  midst  of  the  place  ariseth  a  spring, 
called  at  present  Rosamond^s  Well ;  it  is  but  shallow,  and 
shews  to  have  been  paved  and  walled  about,  likely  con- 
tnved  for  the  use  of  them  within  the  house,  when  it  sbouki 
be  of  danger  to  go  out. 

A  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  Kiog's  house,  is 
seated  Woodstock  town,  new  and  old.  This  new  Wood- 
stock did  arise  by  some  buildings  which  Henry  the  Second 
•  gave  leave  to  be  erected,  (as  received  by  tradition,)  at 
the  suite  of  the  Lady  Rosamond,  for  the  use  of  out-ser- 
%ants  upon  the  wastes  of  the  maniior  of  Bladon,  where  is 
ihe  mother  church ;  this  is  a  hamlet  belonging  to  it, 
though  encreased  to  a  market  town  by  the  advantage  of 
the  Court  residing  sometime  near,  which  of  late  years  they 
have  been  sensible  of  the  want  of;  this  town  was  made  a 
4)orporation  in  the  Uth  year  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  by 
charter,  with  power  to  send  two  burgesses  to  parliament 
or  not,  as  they  will  themselves. 

Old  Woodstock  is  seated  on  the  west  side  of  the  brook, 
named  Glyme,  which  also  runneth  through  the  park  ;  the 
town  consists  not  of  above  four  or  five  houses,  but  it  is  to 
De  conceived  that  it  hath  been  much  larger,   (but  very 
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anciently  so,)  for  in  some  old  Taw  bistomns  there  is  men* 
tion  of  the  assize  at  Woodstock,  for  a  law  made  in  a 
iMicelgemote  (the  name  of  parliaments  before  the  coming 
of  the  Norman)  in  the  days  of  King  Ethelred. 

And  in  like  manner,  that  thereabout  was  a  king's  house. 
If  not  in  ttie  same  place  where  Henry  the  First  built  the 
late  standing  pile  before  his  ;  for  in  such  days  thbse  great 
councils  were  commonly  held  in  the  King's  palaces.  Some 
of  those  lands  have  belonged  to  the  orders  of  the  Knights 
Templers  there  being  records  which  call  thfeni,  Terrah 
quas  Rex  excathbiavit  cum  Templarits, 

But  now  this  late  large  mannor-house  id  in  a  manner 
almost  turned  into  heaps  of  rubbish  ;  some  seven  or  eight 
rooms  left  for  the  acconimodatToh  of  a  tenant  that  should 
rent  the  King's  mealdows,  (of  those  who  had  no  power  td 
let  them,)  with  seve^ral  hi^n  uncovered  walh  standing,  the 
prodigious  specta'cles  of  railice  unt6  tnonarchy ,  whieh  n£i^e^ 
still  bear  semblance  of  their  staVe,  and  yet  jSisplre,  in  spight 
of  envy  or  of  weather,  to  shevv,  What  kittgs  doiA]iild,sub» 
Jects  may  sometimes shdke,  out  littferly  c^^  iifeV^bvertTflfb#: 

Tliat  part  of  the  park  dafied  thfe  Hi^h-pa*)  'liath  been 
lately  subdiVideld  fey  Sir  Arthur  Haselrig,  to  make  pastured 
for  his  breed  of  colts,  and  other  parts  pK)wW  dp;  Of  tl¥i 
airhole  saith  fto'ffus  WkrwiceWsis,  in  MS.  Hten.  1.  p.  i22, 
Pecii  is'ie  Rex  Parcttm  Se  fVdtldstock,  enm  Phlatio  infrh 
pradictum  Parcuth,  qui  Parous  erat  primus  Parens  Jth^ 
glifc,  et  coniinet  in  cir^cuiiu  septem  Miliaria  ;  eonsfrUctu^ 
erat  Anno  lihiijus  ttegisy  aiit  parum  pdst.  Without 
the  Park  the  King's  demesne  W6ods  were,  it  cannot  weH 
be  said  now  are,  the  timber  being  all  sold  off,  and  tfndteh- 
woods  so  cropt  and  spoiled  by  that  beast  the  Lbtd  M^h- 
son,  and  other  greedy  cattle,  that  they  iire  hardly  recov- 
erable. Beyond  which  Keth  Stonefield,  atid  othet  mariridtk 
that  hold  or  Woddstock,  with  other  woods,  that  haVe  b€?eKi 
aliened  by  former  kings,  but  with  reservation  of  libertj' 
for  his  majestie's  deer,  and  others  beasts  of  forrest,  to  har- 
bour in  at  pleasure,  &s  in  due  place  is  tb  be  shev^ed 

£Nt>  OF  i^PE^i^btX, 
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It  is  not  hit  purpose  tb  inforrrt  my  readers  how  tb« 
manuscripts  ot  that  eniiiif^Mt  antiquary,  the  Rev.  J.  A. 
RocHECLirFfe,  D.  I>.,  catiiii  tnto  my  poSscssidn.  Thfte 
re  many  Way^  id  which  such  things  happen^  and  h  {ft 
hoiigh  to  kay  thfey  were  irescued  from  ah  tinworthy  fttfe, 
and  that  fh^y  were  honestly  fcome  By.  As  for  the  autfaen- 
ticlty  of  the  aneciiot'ey  which  I  have  gleaned  from  the 
Writings  of  this  ^xceffetit  person,  and  put  together  with 
toy  owh  ohnvalled  facility,  the  naihe  of  Doctor  Roche* 
ctMfe  will  wkMnt  acicui^acy,  wherever  that  name  happens 
to  be  'knbwn. 

Wfth  his  history  thfe  rekdJng  part  of  the  world  are 
ii^ell  acquainted  :  in'd  We  might  refer  the  tyro  to  honest 
Anthony  A  Wood,  who  looked  up  fo  hrai  as  one  of  the 
pillars  of  High  Chui'ch,  and  bestows  on  him  an  exemplary 
character  in  the  Athen(t  Oxoni^nses ^  dlihough  the  Doctdr 
was  educated  kl  Cambridge^  Erigl4hd''s  other  eye. 

ft  IS  Well  known  tWt  Do^ctor  Rbcheclifffe  fearly  ohbin- 
ed  prefer'ttierit  In  (be  Church,  dh  accbunt  6f  the  spirited 
shkre  which  he  toot  tri  the  controversy  With  the  Puritans ; 
and  that  (lis  work,  entitled  Matteiis  Mttrerisy  was  cotisid- 
ered  as  a  knock-down  bfow  by  'all,  'except  thbse  who  re- 
VeiVeA  it.  ft  Was  that  Work,  which  made  him,  at  the 
fe'arly  ag^  of  thiVly,  Rector  of  Woodstock,  and  wfiScb  af- 
ferWiras  secured  him  a  place  in  the  C^^'alogue  of  the 
celebrsited  Centurv  Whitfe  ;— 4Wd,  wofke  than  being 
howb  up  by  that  fanatic,  among  the  Catalogued  of  Scan- 
dalous and  malignant  priests  admittdd  into  beneficed  by 
the  prelates;  llvis  opinions  occdsibiibd  the  loss  of  bisHvlne 
of  Wdodstobk  by  thfe  ascendency  of  Presbyter)r.  He 
was  chaplifn,  during  tnost  part  of  the  Civil  War,  to  Sir 
Henry  L/ee*s  regirneht,  levied  for  the  service  of  Kine 
Charles  j  and  It  was  said  he  engaged  more  thah  bric6 
persp'riarty  iii  Ihe  ^eld.  At  least  it  is  cerVain  that  Coctoi: 
KbcliecliS!^  Was  rbpektdt'ly  in  ^Hik  dangeir,  ki  W^  a|ir- 
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pear  from  more  passages  than  one  in  tlie  following  history, 
which  speaks  of  his  owu  exploits,  like  Caesar,  in  the  third 
person*  I  suspect,  however,  some  Preshyterian  com- 
mentator has  been  guilty  of  inierpolatmg  two  or  three 
passages*  The  manuscript  waa  long  in  possession  of  the 
Everardsj  a  distinguished  family  of  that  persuasion.^ 

^iirtng  the  Usurpation,  Doctor  RoclsecliiTe  was  con* 
stanlly  engaged  in  one  or  other  of  the  premature  attempts 
at  a  restoration  of  monarchy  ;  and  was  accounted j  for  his 
audacity,  presence  of  mind,  and  depth  of  judgment,  one 
of  the  greatest  undertakers  for  the  King  in  that  busy 
lime  ;  with  this  trifling  drawback,  that  the  plots  in  which 
he  busied  himself  were  ahnost  cotistantly  detected.  Nay, 
it  was  suspected  that  Cromwell  himself  sometimes  coo- 
I rilled  to  suggest  to  him  the  intrigues  in  which  he  en- 
gaged, hy  which  means  the  wily  Protector  made  experi- 
ments on  the  fidelity  of  doubtful  friends,  and  hecame  well 
acquainted  with  the  plots  of  declared  enemies,  which  he 
tliought  it  more  easy  to  disconcert  and  disappoint  than  to 
punisli  severely • 

Upon  the  Restoration,  Doctor  Rocheclifle  regained  his 
Imag  of  Woodstock,  with  other  church  preferment,  and 
gave  up  polemics  and  political  intrigues  for  philosophy* 
He  was  one  of  the  constituent  members  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  was  the  person  through  whom  Charles  re- 
quired of  that  learned  body  solution  of  their  curious 
problem,  *'  Why,  if  a  vei?sel  is  filled  brimful  of  water,- 
and  a  large  live  fish  plunged  into  the  water,  nevertheless  it 
shall  not  overflow  the  pitcher  ?'*  Doctor  Rochecliffe's 
exposition  of  this  phenomenon  was  the  most  ingenious 
and  instructive  of  four  that  were  given  in  j  and  it  is  cer- 
tain the  Doctor  must  have  gained  the  honour  of  the  day, 
but  for  the  obstinacy  of  a  plain,  dull,  country  gentleman, 
who  insisted  that  the  experiment  should  be,  in  the  first 
place,  publicly  tried.  When  this  was  done,  the  event 
showed  it  would  have  been  rniher  rash  to  have  adopted 
[he  facts  exclusively  on  the  royal  authority  ;  as  the  fish, 
however  curiously  inserted  into  his  native  element,  splash- 
ed tlie  water  over  the  hall,  and  destroyed  the  credit  of 
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pet. 

Doctor  RoebecKfie,  it  would  seetti,  dM  akiat  1M6, 
leaving  many  papers  be'Und  btm  of  various  kinds,  aud, 
above  all,  many  valuable  anecdotes  of  seeret  history,  from 
which  the  following  Memoirs  have  been  extracted,oo  which 
we  intend  to  say  only  a  few  words  by  way  of  illustracion. 

The  existence  of  Rosamond's  Labyrintb,  mentioned 
n  these  pages,  is  attested  by  I^yton  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  EKzabetfa. 

^^  Rosamond's  Labyrtndi,  whose  ruios^  together  with 
her  WeH,  being  paved  with  square  stones  in  the  bottom, 
and  also  her  Tower,  from  which  the  Labyrinth  did  run, 
are  yet  remaining,  being  vaults  arched  and  waited  with 
stone  and  brick,  almost  inextricabfy  wound  within  one 
another,  by  which,  if  at  any  time  her  lodging  were  laid 
about  by 'the  Queen,  she  might  easily  avoid  peril  immt^ 
nent,  and,  if  need  be,  by  l^ret  issues  take  the  air  abroad, 
many  furlongs  about  Woodstock,  in  Oxfordshire.*** 

It  is  highly  probable,  that  a  singular  piece  of  phantas* 
raagoria,  whidi  was  certainly  played  off  upon  tlie  Com* 
missioners  of  the  Lc»ig  Pariiament,  who  were  sent  down 
to  disparfc  and  destroy  Woodstock,  after  the  death  of 
Charles  L,  was  conducted  by  means  of  the  secret  pas^ 
sages  and  recesses  in  the  ancient  Labyrinth  of  Rosa* 
mond,  round  which  successive  Monarchs  had  erected  a 
Hunting-seat  or  Lodge. 

There  is  a  curious  account  of  the  disturbance  given  , 
to  those  Hononrable  Commissioners,  inserted  by  Doctor 
Plot,  in  his  Natural  History  of  Oxfordshire.  But  as  I 
ave  not  the  book  at  hand,  I  can  only  allude  to  the  work 
of  the  celebrated  Olanville  upon  Witches,  who  has  ex* 
tracted  it  as  an  highly  accredited  narrative  of  supemat* 
tn*ai  dealings.  The  beds  of  the  Commissioners,  and 
their  servants,  were  hoisted  up  till  they  were  almost  in* 
verted,  and  then  let  down  again  so  suddenly,  as  to  menace 
them  with  broken  bones.      Unusual  and  horrible  noises 

*  llrayUHi'i  Cog laad't  Heroical  EpisUw,  Note  A.  on  the  npittte,  Kommnomi 
10  Kint;  Honry. 


4i«(ui;^.Ab9^  4»|c|plQe«iHi  |nV^9SP^M9  l»^:i^f|l  MP- 
pertjr.  The  devil,  od  one  occasion,  brought  theip  ^a 
fr^wping'pan  ;  pn  a,«attei:,  p^ltj^d  ^^p  ^tb  stw^  .and 
lioysQ?'  banes*  Tabs  of  watfnr  w^^p  ^^iptie^  on  thefp 
ip  their  slepp ;  ^nd  5p  inaqy  other  prapfcsbf  the;  sao)^  !?\^- 
tui-e  pkyed  ^t  tjieir  e^peq?ije,  \hm  they  hrok^  l^p  hous^- 
k^iWflg,  4nd  jeft  their  ioteoriftd  J^c^atioja  pnjy  ^alf  co;^- 
pl§t6d.  T^p  gipftd  ispos^  ftf  Pi^9;pr  Plpi  ^>ispept(?d,  that 
tbfisp  fea^.  ^-^r§i  Wpyght])y  ppn§|iftracy  ^pd  popjfeifjera 
tion,  which  Glanville  of  course  endeavo/i^/:^  .{p  j^qt^  .^vjtji 
All  ^i^  ipigbl  ?  /pr  it  mA^  iPWce  1>^  esji^cited,  ^at  he 
^\vbP  feelip?efl  in  «^i^aYpp|^|fi  ^liiftp^  a^s  ^t  pf  WReJf- 
i^atvrftl  age»qy,  K9»4d  c<?^pajt  fto  rpKflgw^b  tbejse^yjpp  pf 
ft  k^yj  which  -will  ^mwm  mt  locji,  feo^wf^y.^r  j^rica^e. 

JN^ftYPftheJen*,  it  w^  fft^rF^ra?  4i§PPv^p4>  th^t  Dqc;tc)f 
jPjpt  y^^^  perfectly  right ;  a^d  thftt  |he  pply  dpmpp  ¥^bo 
^^9iV&H  all  these  roarvfJiS,  was  a  ffi^gpise^  foyftli^tT^^ 
fi^llp^  cflUed  TjTMs^y  ^pe,  or  |pij\^  sjupbqaroie.  ^TO^rly 
in  tfa^  »i^inf\m  pf  th^  Kpeppp  of  the  P^rJk,  but  wpo  engag- 
ed jjp  jtliat  of  tbp  Commissipne^S,  on  p^rpo^fi  tp  suljiect 
th^m  tp  Jbis  per&ePMtiop.  I  \\mk  I  haye  s^en  spme  ap- 
P9^up^  ,pf  the  real  sta.te  pf  the  tr^p^ftction,  apd  pf  the 
Wt<>flip^ry  by  whlph  the  wizard  worked  bis  wpn^jf^rs ;  but 
siib^t^pr  10  a  book,  or  a  paippM^l^  I  aqa  uncert^i^.  ) 
r^A^^^i^/er  ppp  pa^s^e  particularly  to  thi$  purpos^.  The 
ppi^>«ii^$iqaeir8  having  agreed  to  retain  sonae  articles  out 
of  the  public  account,  in  order  to  bp  djyided  «upong  tbeoi- 
§Qlyes,  l^ad  pntered  inip  {^n  ipdenture  for  aifcertaioing 
\\\p\f  fhare  ip  tjie  pepplatwOf  which  they  hid  in  a  how- 
pqt  ft?r  ^ecuri^y.  fjpv,  ^yjipi^  ^  a^sepibjy  of  divipea^ 
fti4^  by  ^  *PPPt  stript  rfiligipu?  pjharact^rs  in  ^19  neigh- 
%icl|qo4  ^f  TV<^<pi^t9p|(,  w,^^  fl^Qoble^  fo  cppjur/? 
4p)frp  i^  |up|po«^  djeq^p,  T^MSty  Joe  hai^  contrivpfl  a 
^^'VtAtif.^  wWcJb  l^e  lef  iOff  in  ^  mid/$t  of  the  pforcisoi, 
^pd  jvbich  dp^troved^e  bo^-pqt  5  and,  to  the  shame 
and  confusion  of  the  Comnu^sioners,  threw  their  secret 
jpd^nturp  into  the  o^d^t  of  the  ^^spmhled  gbpst-seers, 
who  became  thus  acquainted  with  their  secret  schemes 
nf  poculatioo. 


It  is,  however,  to  Kitle  purpose  for  me  to  strain  my 
memory  about  ancient  and  imperfect  recollections  con- 
cerning the  particulars  of  these  fantastic  disturbances  at 
Woodstock,  since  Doctor  Kocheclifie's  papers  give  such 
a  much  more  accurate  narrative  than  could  be  obtamed 
from  any  account  in  existence  before  their  publication. 
Indeed,  I  might  have  gone  much  more  fully  into  tliis 
part  of  my  subject,  for  the  materials  are  ample  ; — but, 
to  tell  the  reader  a  secret,  some  friendly  critics  ^ere  of 
opinion  they  made  the  story  hang  on  band ;  and  tbus  I 
was  prevailed  on  to  be  more  concise  on  the  subject  tban 
I  might  otherwise  have  been* 

The  impatient  reader,  perhaps,  is  by  this  time  accusing 
me  of  keeping  tbe  sun  from  him  with  a  candle.  Were 
the  sunshine  as  bright,  however,  as  it  is  likely  to  prove  ; 
and  the  flambeau,  or  link,  a  dozen  of  times  as  smoky, 
my  friend  must  remain  in  the  inferior  atmosphere  a  min- 
ute longer,  while  I  disclaim  the  idea  of  poaching  on 
another's  manor.  Hawks,  we  say,  in  Scotland,  ought 
not  to  pick  out  hawks'  eyes,  or  tire  upon  each  other's 
quarry  ;  and,  therefore,  if  I  had  known  that,  in  its  date 
and  its  characters,  this  tale  was  likely  to  interfere  with  that , 
recently  published  by  a  distinguished  contemporary,  I 
should  unquestionably  have  left  Doctor  Rochecliffe's 
manuscript  in  peace  for  the  present  season.  But  before  I 
was  aware  of  this  circumstance,  this  little  book  was  half 
through  the  press  ;  and  I  had  only  the  alternative  of 
avoiding  any  intentional  imitation,  by  delaying  a  perusal 
of  the  contemporary  work  in  question.  Some  accidental 
collision  there  must  be,  when  works  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter are  finished  on  the  same  general  system  of  historical 
manners,  and  the  same  historical  personages  are  intro- 
duced. Of  course,  if  such  have  occurred,  I  shall  be 
probably  the  sufferer.  But  my  intentions  have  been  at 
least  innocent,  since  1  look  on  it  as  one  of  the  advantages 
attending  the  conclusion  of  Woodstock,  that  the  finish- 
ing of  my  own.  task  will  permit  me  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  reading  Brambletye-House,  from  which  1  have 
hitherto  conscientiously  abstained. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Some  were  fior  go^wl  mnuiieny 
And  fome  tor  red-coat  feculan. 
As  men  nwet  fit  t' bold  forth  the  wordy 
And  wield  the  one  and  th'  other  iword. 

Butlxb's  Mumnm, 

Th£&s  is  a  haBclsome  parish  church  in  the  town  of 
Woodstock) — ^I  am  told  so  at  least,  for  I  never  saw  it, 
havmg  scarce  time,  when  at  the  place,  to  view  the  mag- 
nificence of  Blenheim,  its  painted  halls,  and  tapestried 
bowers,  and  then  return  in  due  season  to  dine  in  ball  with 

my  learned  friend,  the  provost  of ;  being  one  of 

those  occasions  on  which  a  man  wrongs  himself  extreme- 
ly, if  he  lets  his  curiosity  interfere  with  his  punctuality. 
I  bad  Xhe  church  accurately  described  to  me,  with  a  view 
to  this  work  ;  but,  as  I  have  some  reason  to  doubt  wheth- 
^  ray  informant  had  ever  seen  the  inside  of  it  himself, 
I  shall  be  content  to  say  that  it  is  now  a  handsome  edifice, 
most  part  of  which  was  rebuilt  forty  or  fifty  years  since, 
although  it  stiU  contains  some  arches  of  the  old  chantry, 
foundedj  it  is  said,  by  King  John.  It  is  to  this  more 
ancient  part  of  the  building  that  my  story  refers. 

On  a  morning  in  the  end  of  September,  or  begin- 
ning of  October,  in  the  year  1652,  being  a  day  appoint- 
ed for  a  solemn  thanksgiving  for  the  decisive  victory  at 
Worcester,  a  respectable  audience  was  assembled  in  the 
old  chantry,  or  chapel  of  King  John.     The  condition  ol 
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• 

the  church  and  character  of  the  audience  both  bore 

witness  to  tlie  rage  of  civil  war,  aad  ihtj  peculiar  spirit 
of  tJje  times.  Tlie  sacred  edifice  showed  luauy  marks 
of  dilapidatloD.  The  wbdows,  once  filled  vvith  stained 
glass,  bad  been  dashed  to  pieces  with  pikes  and  muskets, 
as  mutters  of  and  pertaining  to  idolatry.  The  carving 
on  the  reading-desk  was  damaged,  and  two  fair  screens 
of  beauiiful  scuiplurecl  oak  had  been  destroyed,  for  the 
sauje  pithy  and  conclusive  reason-  The  high  altar  had 
been  remoi^edj  and  the  gilded  railing,  which  was  once 
arotnid  it,  was  broken  down  and  carried  off.  The  effigies 
of  several  tombs  were  mutilated ,  and  now  lay  scattered 
about  the  church, 

Tom  from  ifaeir  destined  nklie^ — unworthy  mc^ 
or  Lnighily  counsel;  or  heroic  deed  1 

The  autumn  wind  piped  through  empty  aisleSj  in  which 
the  remains  of  stakes  and  trevisses  of  rotigh-hewn  lim- 
ber, as  well  as  a  quantity  of  scattered  hay  and  trampled 
straw,  seemed  to  intimate  that  the  hallowed  precincts  had 
been,  upon  some  late  emergency,  made  the  quarters  of 
a  troop  of  horse. 

The  audience,  like  the  buildingj  was  abated  in  splen- 
dour. None  of  the  ancient  and  habitual  worshippers 
during  peaceful  limes,  were  now  to  be  seen  in  their  carv- 
ed galleriesj  with  hands  shadowing  their  brows,  while  com- 
posing their  minds  to  pray  where  their  fathers  had  prayed, 
and  after  the  same  mode  of  worship.  The  eye  of  the 
yeoman  and  peasant  sought  in  vain  the  tall  form  of  old 
Sir  Henry  Lee  of  Ditchley,  as,  wrapped  in  his  laced 
cloak,  and  with  beard  and  whiskers  duly  composed,  he 
moved  slowly  through  the  aisles,  followed  by  the  faithful 
mastiff,  or  blood -hound,  which  in  old  time  had  saved  his 
master  by  his  fidelity,  and  which  regularly  followed  fuin 
to  church.  Bevjs,  indeed,  fell  under  the  proverb  which 
avers,  *'  He  is  a  good  dog^  which  goes  to  church  ;**  for, 
bating  an  occasional  temptation  to  warble  along  with  the 
accord,  he  behaved  himself  as  decorously  as  any  of  the 
congregation,  and  returned  as  much  edified,  perhaps,  as 
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most,  of  tbera.  Tbe  damsels  of  Woodstock  looked  •« 
raioly  for  th^e  laced  cloaks,  jingling  spurs,  slashed  boots 
and  tall  plumes,  of  the  young  cavaliers  of  this  and  other 
bigh-born  houses,  moving  through  the  streets  and  the 
church-yard  with  the  careless  ease,  which  indicates  per* 
haps  rather  an  overweening  degree  of  self-confidence, 
yet  shows  graceful  when  mingled  with  good^humour  and 
courtesy.  The  good  old  dames,  too,  in  their  white  hoods 
and  black  velvet  gowns — their  daughters,  "  the  cynosure 
of  neighbouring  eyes,"— *where  were  they  all  now,  who, 
when  they  entered  the  church,  used  to  divide  men's 
thoughts  between  them  and  Heaven  f  ^'  But,  ah  !  Alice 
Lee — so  sweet,  so  gentle,  so  condescending  in  thy  love- 
liness— (thus  proceeds  a  contemporary  annalist,  whose 
manuscript  we  have  deciphered) — why  is  my  story  to  turn 
^pon  thy  fallen  fortunes  ?  and  why  not  rather  to  the  pe- 
riod when,  in  the  very  dismounting  from  your  palfrey, 
you  attracted  as  many  eyes  as  if  an  angel  had  descend- 
ed,— as  many  blessings  as  if  the  benignant  being  had 
come  fraught  with  good  tidings  ?  No  creature  wert  thou 
of  an  idle  romancer's  imagination — no  being  fantastically 
bedizened  with  inconsistent  perfections  ; — thy  merits 
made  me  love  thee  well — and  for  thy  faults — so  well  did 
they  show  amid  thy  good  qualities,  that  I  think  they 
made  me  love  thee  better." 

With  the  bouse  of  Lee  bad  disappeared  from  the  chan- 
try of  Kin^  John  others  of  gentle  blood  and  honoured 
lineage, — Freeman  ties,  Winklecombes,  Drycotts,  &c.  ; 
for  the  air  that  blew  over  the  towers  of  Oxford  was 
unfavourable  to  the  growth  of  Puritanism,  which  was 
more  general  in  the  neighbouring  counties.  There  were 
among  the  congregation,  however,  one  or  two  that,  by 
their  habits  and  demeanour,  seemed  country  gentlemen 
of  consideration,  and  there  were  also  present  some  of  the 
notables  of  the  town  of  Woodstock,  cullers  or  glovers 
chiefly,  whose  skill  in  steel  5r  leather  had  raised  them  to 
a  comfortable  livelihood.  These  dignitaries  wore  long 
black  cloaks,  plaited  close  at  the  neck,  and,  like  peaceful 
r.itizens,  carried  their  Bibles  and  memorandum-books  at 
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their  girdles,  instead  of  knife  or  sword.*  This  respecttt^ 
ble,  but  least  numerous  part  of  the  audience,  were  'sueh 
decent  persons  as  had  adopted  the  Presbyterian  form  of 
faith,  renouncing  the  liturgy  and  hierarchy  of  the  Oh«*ch 
of  England,  and  living  under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev. 
Nehemiah  Holdenough,  much  famed  for  the  length  «R*d 
strength  of  his  powers  of  predication.  With  ihese  grave 
^seniors  sat  their  goodly  dames  in  ruff  and  gorget,  IMte 
the  portraits  which  in  catalogues  of  paintings  are  design^ 
ed  ^*  wife  of  a  burgo-master  ;'*  and  thehr  pretty  daugh- 
ters, whose  study,  like  that  of  Chaucer's  physician,  was 
not  always  in  the  Bible,  but  who  were,  on  the  contrary, 
When  a  glance  could  escape  the  vi^ance  of  their  honour- 
ed mothers,  inattentive  themselves,  and  the  ^use  of  in*- 
attention  in  others. 

But,  besides  these  dignified  persons,  there  were  mibe 
church  a  numerous  collection  of  the  lower  orders,  some 
brought  thither  by  curiosiQr,  but  many  of  them  unwashed 
artificers,  bewildered  in  the  theological  discussions  of  the 
time,  and  of  as  many  various  sects  as  there  are  colours  in 
the  rainbow.  The  presumption  of  i^st  learned  The- 
bans  being  in  exact  proportion  to  their  ignorance,  the 
last  was  total,  and  the  first  boundless.  Their  behaviour 
in  the  church  was  any  thing  but  reverential  or  edifying. 
Most  of  them  affected  a  cynical  contempt  for  all  that  was 
only  held  sacred  by  human  sanction — ibe  church  was  to 
these  men  but  a  steeple-house,  the  clergyman,  an  ordi- 
nary person  ;  her  ordinances,  dry  bran  and  sapless  pot- 
tage,^ unfitted  for  the  spiritudized  palates  of  die  saints, 
and  the  prayer,  an  address  to  Heaven,  to  which  each  ac- 
ceded or  not,  as  in  his  too  critical  judgment  he  conceiv 
ed  fit. 

^e  elder  amongst  them  sat  or  lay  on  the  benches,  widi 
their  high  steeple-crowned  hats  pulled  over  their  severe 
and  knitted  brows,  waiting  for  the  Presbyterian  parson, 
as  mastiffs  sit  in  dumb  expectation  of  the  bull  that  is  to 
be  brought  to  the  stake.  The  younger  mixed,  some  of 
them,  a  bolder  license  of  manners  with  their  heresies  ; 
diey  gazed  round  on  the  women,  yawned,  coughed,  and 
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inUspemd^  ««(  spplw,  md  crtck«d  nuts,  as  if  m  the  gal- 
lery wt  m  ibeatM  em  the  piece  commeneefs. 

fiemiies  M  diese,  die  congregation  eoirtained  a  few 
soldiers,  -^one  in  eordets  and  steel  caps,  some  in  bulF, 
aoft  others  in  red  coats.  These  men  of  war  bad  their 
boDdolierSyWMiamfniinition,  slung  round  them,  and  rested 
on  their  :pik>es  and  muskets.  They,  too,  had  their  pecu- 
liar doctrines  on  the  most  difficult  points  of  religinn,  and 
nited  the  extravagances  of  enthusiasm  with  the  most  de- 
termined courage  and  resolution  in  the  field.  The  burgh- 
ers  of  Woodstock  k)oked  on  these  military  saints  with 
no  small  degree  of  awe  ;  for  though  not  often  sullied 
with  deeds  of  plunder  or  cnaelty,  they  had  the  power  of 
both  absolute^  in  their  hands,  and  the  peaceful  citizens 
had  no  alternative,  save  submission  to  Whatever  the  ilt- 
regalarted  and  enthusiastic  imagiiiations  of  their  martial 
gBides  might  suggest. 

After  some  time  spent  in  waiting  for  him,  Mr.  Hold- 
enough  began  to  walk  op*die  aisles  of  the  chapel,  not  with 
the  slow  and  dignified  ewriage  with  which  the  old  Rector 
was  of  yore  wont  to  imontain  the -dignity  of  the  surplice, 
belt  with  a  hasty  step,  like  offe  who  arrives  too  late  at  an 
appointment,  and  bustles  forward  to  make  the  best  use  of 
Us  ^ime.  He  was  a  tail  ^in  man,  with  an  adust  com* 
plexion,  and  the  vivacity  of  his  eye  indicated  some  irasci- 
httiity  of  temperament.  His  dress  was  brown,  not  b1ack| 
and  <0ver  kis  odier  ve^ments  he  wore,in  honour  of  Calvin, 
a  Geneva  cloak  of  a  blue  colottr,  which  fell  backward 
from  Ms  shoulders  as  he  posted  t>n  to  the  pulpit.  His 
grinnled  hair  was  cut  as  short  as  shears  couM  perform  the 
fMt,aaKl  loovered  mtii  a  blacfk  silk  skull-cap,  which  stuck 
so  close  to  his  bead,  that  the  two  ears  expanded  from 
nntfler  it  nsif  they  had  been  intended  as  handles  by  which 
lo  iift  At  wbole  person.  Moreover  the  worthy  divine 
wove  apiectwgles,  and  a  long  grizzled  peaked  beard,  and 
be  carried  m  his  hand  a  small  pocket-bfble  with  silver 
C9lanpn«  Cpon  writing  at  f  he  pulpit,  he  paused  a  moment 
In  tikm  bvetUli,  ^dten  began  to  ascend  the  stips  by  two  at 
a  time. 


But  his  course  was  arrested  by  a  stroi^  hand,  wfaioii 
seized  his  cloak.  It  was  that  of  one  who. had  d^ached 
iumseif  from  the  group  of  soldiery.  He  was  a  stout  man 
of  middle  stature,  with  a  quick  eye,  and  a  countenance 
which,  though  plain,  had  yet  an  expression  that  fixed  the 
attention.  His  dress,  though  not  strictly  military,  partook 
of  that  character.  He  wore  large  hose  made  of  calves- 
leather,  and  a  tuck,  as  it  was  then  called,  or  rapier,  of 
tremendous  length,  balanced  on  the  other  side  by  a  dag- 
ger.    The  belt  was  morocco,  gajrnished  with  pistols. 

The  minister,  thus  intercepted  in  his  duty,  faced  round 
upon  the  party  who  had  seized  him,  and  demanded  in  no 
gentle  tone  the  meaning  of  the  interruption. 

"  Friend,"  quoth  the  intruder,  '*  is  it  thy  purpose  to 
hold  forth  to  these  good  people  ?" 

"  Ay,  marry  is  it,"  said  the  clergyman,  "  and  such 
is  my  bounden  duty.  Woe  to  me  if  1  preach  not  the  gos-. 
pel — ^Prithee,  friend,  let  me  not  in  my  labour." 

'*  Nay,"  said  the  man  of  warlike  mien,  ''  I  am  myself 
minded  to  hold  forth  ;  ^erefore,  do  thou  desist,  or  if 
thou  wilt  do  by  mine  advice,  remain  and  fructify  with 
those  poor  goslings,  to  whom4  am  presently  about  to  shake 
forth  the  crumbs  of  comfortable  doctrine." 

^'  Give  place,  thou  man  of  Satan,"  said  the  priest, 
waxing  wroth,  "  respect  mine  order — my  cloth." 

'^  I  see  no  more  to  respect  in  the  cut  of  thy  cloak,  or 
in  the  cloth  of  which  it  is  fashioned,"  said  the  other, 
"  than  thou  didst  in  the  Bishop's  rochets — they  were 
black  and  white,  thou  art  blue  and  brown.  Sleeping 
dogs  every  one  of  you,  lying  down,  loving  to  slumber-*- 
shepherds  that  starve  the  flock,  but  will  not  watch  it,  each 
looking  to  his  own  gain — ^hum." 

Scenes  of  this  indecent  kind  were  so  common  at  the 
time,  that  no  one  thought  of  interfering  ;  the  congrega- 
tion looked  on  in  silence,  the  better  class  scandalized, 
and  the  lower  orders,  some  laughing,  and  others  backing 
the  soldier  or  minister  as  their  fancy  dictated.  Meantime 
the  struggle  waxed  fiercer ;  Mr.  Holdenougb  clamoured 
for  assistance 


<^  Master  Mafor  of  Woodstock,"  be  oxdaiaied,  '^  wHt 
Jiou  be  anQ(on|  tbose  wicked  magbtrates  wbo  bear  tbe 
sword  in  vain  r — Citizens,  will  you  not  help  your  pastor  ? 
— ^Worthy  Aldermen,  will  you  see  me  strangled  on  the 
pulpit  stairs  by  this  man  of  buff  and  Belial  ?— But  lo,  1 
will  overcome  bun,  and  cast  his  coords  from  me." 

As  Holdenough  spoke,  he  struggled  to  ascend  the  pulpH 
stairs,  holding  hard  on  the  banisters.  His  tormentor 
held  fast  by  the  skirts  of  the  cloak,  which  went  nigh  to 
the  choking  of  the  wearer,  until,  as  he  spoke  the  words 
last  mentioned,  in  a  half-strangled  voice,  Mr»  Holdenough 
dextcu-ously  slipped  the  string  which  tied  it  roimd  his 
neck,  so  that  the  garnoent  suddenly  gave  way  5  tbe  soldier 
fell  backwards  down  the  steps,  and  the  liberated  divine 
skipped  into  the  pulpit,  and  began  to  give  forth  a  psalm 
of  triumph  over  bis  prostrate  adversary.  But  a  great 
hubbub  in  the  church  marred  faisexu]tadon,andahbougl) 
he  and  his  faithful  clerk  eonthmed  to  dug  the  hymn  of 
victory,  their  notes  were  only  heard  by  fits,  like  tlie 
whistle  of  a  curlew  during  a  gak  of  wind. 

The  cause  of  the  tumult  was  as  foUofws  3 — ^The  Mayor 
was  a  zealous  Presbjrterian,  and  witnessed  the  intrusion 
of  the  soldier  with  great  indignation  from  the  very  begin- 
ning, though  he  hesitated  to  interfere  with  aj)  armed  man 
while  on  his  legs  and  capable  of  resistance.  But  no 
sooner  did  he  behold  the  champion  of  independency 
sprawling  on  his  back,  ^rtth  the  divine's  Geneva  doak 
fluttering  in  his  bands,  tlian  tlie  magistrate  rushed  forward, 
exclaiming  that  such  insolence  was  not  to  be  endured, 
and  ordered  his  constables  to  seize  tbe  prostrate  cham- 
pion, proclahning,  in  the  magnanimity  of  wrath,  ''  I  will 
commit  every  red-coat  of  them  all— I  will  commit  him 
were  he  Noll  Cromwell  himself." 

The  worthy  Mayor's  indignation  bad  overmastered  his 
reason  when  he  made  this  mistimed  vaunt;  for  three 
soldiers,  who  had  hitherto  stood  motionless  like  statues 
made  each  a  stride  in  advance,  which  placed  them  be- 
twixt the  municipal  officers  and  the  soldier  wbo  was  in 
the  act  of    rising  ;  then  making  at  once  die  movement 
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df  restid^araHiaeconlibg  U>  ^  nftuml  Mtiieq  pcgdiaed, 
their  iimsk«e-bii!:9  caag  oo  (b«  Qhur^  pQvemem,  within 
an  inoli  of  the  gouty  toes  of  Master  Mayor.  The  ener* 
getic  magistrate,  whose  efibrts  in  favour  of  order  were 
ditts  checked,  cast  one  glance  on  his  supporters,  but  that 
was  enough  to  show  him  that  force  wa$  not  on  bis  side. 
All  had  shrunk  back  on  hearing  that  oihinous  clatter  of 
stone  and  iron.  He  was  obliged  to  descend  to  expostu* 
lation. 

"  What  do  you  mean,  my  masters  ?"  said  he  ;  "is  it 
like  a  decent  and  Ood-fearing  soldiery,  who  have  wrought 
such  things  for  the  land  as  have  nefver  before  been  beard 
of,  to  brawl  and  riot  in  the  church,  or  to  aidi  abet,  and 
comfort  a  profiine  finllow,  who  hath,  upoa  a  sQl0mQ  thanks** 
giving,  excluded  the  minister  from  his  own  pulpit,?" 

"  We  have  thought  to  do  with  t^y  churchy  a<s  tbou 
call'st  it,**  said  ke  whi^  by  a  smtail  feather  in  front  of  his 
morion  appeared  to  be  the  cotporal^  of  the  party  ;  *'  we 
sec  not  why  men  of  giiu  should  not  be  heard  witim 
these  citadels  of  superstition,  as  well  »s  th^  voipe  of  thq 
men  of  crape  of  old,  and  the  men  of  cIquJc  now.  Where- 
fore we  will  pluek  yon  Jack  Pred^^er  oul  of  his  wooden 
sentinel-box,  and  our  own  walchraan  shall  relieve  the 
guard,  and  mount  thereon  and  cry  aloud  and  spare  not." 

"  liay,  gentiemen,"  said  the  Mayor,  "  if  such  be  your 
purpose,  we  have  not  the  means  to  whhstaiid  you,  being, 
as  you  see,  peaceful  and  quiet  men-^But  let  cpe  firs$ 
speak  with  this  worthy  minister,  Nehemiah  HoldenoMghb 
to  persuade  him  to  yield  up  hia  plaice  for  the  time  with* 
out  farther  scandal." 

The  peace^makiiig  Mayor  then  interriqpAed  the  quav- 
ering of  Holdenough  and  the  clerk,  and  prayed  both  to 
retire,  else  there  would,' he  said,  be  oertairiy  strife* 

*^  Strife  !^  replied  the  Presbyterian  divine,  with  scorn ; 
*^  no  fear  of  strife,  among  men  diat  dare  not  testify  againft 
this  open  profanation  of  the  church,  and  daring  display  of 
heresy.     Would  your  neighbours  of  Banbury  have  brook 
ed  such  an  insult  ?" 


<*  CamA.  ^■'M"^  ifo^ittr  HoUenoiuii.'*  nid  the  MavQc« 
'  put  US  Boi  t^  BAUtiDj  and  cqr  Cluw*  I  tell  you  oog« 
QBore,  w«  ar«  not  mea  of  war  or  blood.*' 

*'  Not  mora  than  mqr  be  drawn  by  the  point  of  a 
needle,"  said  the  pr^ai^ber,  ioorafiiUy  .*-*<<  Ye  tailors  pi 
Woodstockyr-oibr  what  ia  a  glover  but  a  tailor  working  on 
kidskin  i — 4  forsake  you,  in  scon^  of  your  faint  hearts  and 
feeble  bands,  and  will  seek  me  elsewhere  a  flock  which 
will  not  fly  from  their  shepherd  at  the  braying  of  the  first 
wild  ass  which  cometh  iroo  out  the  great  desert." 

So  saying,  the  aggrieved  div^ioc  departed  from  his  pul* 
pit,  and  shakiQg  the  duat  boon  his  shoes,  left  the  church 
as  hastily  as  be  had  entered  it,  though  with  a  different 
reason  for  bis  spead.  The  citi^evs  saw  his  retreat  with 
sorrow,  and  not  without  a  compunctious  feeling  as  if  coo* 
scKMis  that  th«y  were  not  playing  the  most  eourageous 
part  in  lb?  world.  The  Mayor  himself  and  several 
others  left  the  church,  to  fi^low  and  appease  Um. 

The  Indepondaut  Qr«lwr>  Ute  prostrate,  was  now  trium- 
phant, and  inducting  himself  into  the  pulpit  without  far* 
ther  ceremony,  he  pulled  a  Bible  from  ms  pooket,  and 
selected  hi«  text  from  the  iorty-fifth  psalm, — ''  Gird  thy 
sword  upon  thy  thij^  O  most  mi^ty,  wi:b  thy  glory  and 
thy  msgesty  :  and  in  thy  majesty  ride  prosperously."— 
Upon  this  theme  be  commenced  one  of  those  wild  de- 
damnations  coiomoa  at  the  period,  in  which  men  were 
accustomed  to  wrest  and  pervert  the  language  of  scrip- 
ture, by  adapting  it  to  modera  events«^  The  language 
which,  in  its  literal  sense»  was  applied  to  King  David,  and 
typically  referred  to  the  coming  of  the  Alesstah,  was,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  military  orator,  most  properly  to  be 
interpreted  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  the  victorious  general  of 
the  infant  Commonwealth^  which  was  never  destined  to 
come  of  age.  "  Gird  on  thy  sword  !"  exclaimed  the 
preacher  emphatApaUy  ;  *^  and  was  not  that  a  pretty  bit 
oT  steel  as  ever  dangled  from  a  corslet,  or  rung  against  a 
steel  saddle  f  Ay,  ye  prick  up  your  ears  now,  ye  cutlers 
of  Woodstock,  as  if  ye  should  know  something  of  a  good 
fcx  broad»8word — Did  you  torge  it,  I  trow  ?— was  the 
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^eel  quenched  with  trMer  from  RosaoioiidHi  weH,  or  the 
blade  blessed  bj  the  old  cuckoldlj  prtest  of  Godstow  ? 
You  would  have  us  think,  I  warrant  me,  that  you  wrought 
it  and  welded  it,  grinded  and  po%sbed  it,  and  all  the  while 
it*never  came  on  a  Woodstock  stithy.  You  were  aM 
too  busy  making  whittles  for  the  lazy  crapensien  of  Ox- 
ford, bouncing  priests,  whose  eyes  were  so  closed  up  with 
fat,  that  they  could  not  see  Destruction  till  she  had  them 
by  the  throat.  But  I  can  tell  you  where  the  sword  was 
forged,  and  tempered,  and  welded,  and  grinded,  and  pol- 
ished. When  you  were,  as  I  said  before,  making  whittles 
for  false  priests,  and  daggers  for  dissolute  G^— d  d — n-iite 
cavaliers,  to  cut  the  people  of  England's  throats  with — it 
was  forged  at  Long  Marston  Moor,*where  blows  went 
faster  than  ever  rung  hammer  on  anvil — ^and  it  was  tetn- 
pered  at  Naseby,  in  the  best  blood  of  the  cavaliers — ^and 
it  was  welded  in  Ireland  against  the  walls  of  Drogheda 
— and  it^as  grinded  on  Scottish  lives  at  Dunbar — and 
how  of  late  it  was  polished  in  Worcester,  till  it  shines  as 
bright  as  the  sun  in  the  middle  heaven,  and  there  is  no 
light  in  England  that  shall  come  nigh  uiito  it." 

Here  the  military  part  of  the  congregation  raised  a 
bum  of  approbation,  which  being  a  sound  like  the  ^^  hear, 
hear,''  of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  was  calculated 
to  heighten  the  enthusiasm  of  the  orator,  by  intimating 
the  sympathy  of  the  audience.  "  And  then,"  resumed 
the  preacher,  rising  in 'energy  as  he  found  that  bis  audi- 
ence partook  in  these  feelings,  '^  what  sayeth  the  text  ? — 
Ride  on  prosperously— do  not  stop— do  not  call  a  halt — 
do  not  quit  the  saddle — ^pursue  the  scattered  fliers — 
sound  the  trumpet — not  a  levant  or  a  flourish,  but  a  point 
of  war^ — sound,  boot  and  saddle — to  horse  and  away — a 
charge  ! — follow  after  the  young  man  ! — what  part  have 
we  in  him  ? — Slay,  take,  destroy,  divide  the  spoil !  Bles- 
sed art  thou,  Oliver,  on  account  of  thine  honour — thy 
cause  is  clear,  thy  call  is  undoubted — never  has  defeat 
come  near  thy  leading  staff^  nor  disaster  attended  thy 
banner.  Ride  on,  Rower  of  England's  soldiers  !  ride  on, 
chosen  leader  of  God's  champions  !  gird  up  the  loins  of 
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thy  resolution,  and  be  steadfast  to  the  raark  of  thy  high 
calling  !" 

Another  deep  and  stern  hum,  echoed  by  the  ancient 
embow'd  arches  of  the  old  chantry,  gave  him  an  opportu- 
nity of  an  instant's  repose  ;  when  the  people  of  Wood- 
stock heard  him,  and  not  without  anxiety,  turn  the  stream 
of  his  oratory  into  another  channel. 

**  But  wherefore,  ye  people  of  Woodstock,  do  I  say 
these  things  to  you,  who  claim  no  portion  in  our  David, 
no  interest  in  England's  son  of  Jesse  ! — ^You,  who  were 
fighting  as  well  as  your  might  could  (and  it  was  not  very 
formidable)  for  the  late  Man,  under  that  old  blood-thirsty 
papist  Sir  Jacob  Aston — are  you  not  now  plotting,  or 
ready  to  plot,  for  the  restoring,  as  ye  call  it,  of  the  young 
Man,  the  unclean  son  of  the  slaughtered  tyrant— the  fu- 
gitive after  whom  the  true  hearts  of  England  are  now 
following,  that  they  may  take  and  slay  him  ? — *  Why 
should  your  rider  turn  his  bridle  our  way  ?'  say  you  in 
your  hearts  ;  *  we  will  none  of  him  ;  if  we  may  help 
ourselves,  we  will  rather  turn  us  to  wallow  in  the  mire  of 
monarchy,  with  the  sow  that  was  washed  but  newly.' 
Come,  men  of  Woodstock,  I  will  ask,  and  do  you  answer 
me.  Hunger  ye  still  after  the  flesh-pots  of  the  monks 
of  Godstow  ?  and  ye  will  say.  Nay  ; — but  wherefore, 
except  that  the  pots  are  cracked  and  broken,  and  the  fire 
is  extinguished  wherewith  thy  oven  used  to  boil  ?  And 
again,  I  ask,  drink  ye  still  of  the  well  of  the  fornications 
of  the  fair  Rosamond  ? — ye  will  say  Nay  ; — but  where- 
fore .?" 

Here  the  orator,  ere  he  could  answer  the  question  in 
his  own  way,  was  surprised  by  the  following  reply,  very 
pithily  pronounced  by  one  of  the  congregation  : — "  Be- 
cause you,  and  the  like  of  you,  have  left  us  no  brandy 
to  mix.  with  it." 

All  eyes  turned  to  the  audacious  speaker,  who  stood 
beside  one  of  the  thick  sturdy  Saxon  pillars,  which  he 
himself  somewhat  resembled,  being  short  of  stature,  but 
very  strongly  made,  a  squat  broad  Little-John  sort  of 
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figure,  leanii^  on  a  quarter-staff,  and  wearing  a  jerkiu, 
which,  though  now  sorely  stained  and  discoloured,  bad 
once  been  of  the  Lincoln  green,  and  showed  reinnaats  of 
having  been  laced*  There  was  an  air  of  careless  gO(>d* 
'  humoured  audacity  about  the  fellow }  and,  tbough  undejr 
military  restraint,  there  were  some  of  the  citizens  wiic 
could  not  help  crying  out, — "  Well  said,  Joceline  Joliffe." 
"  Jolly  Joceline,  call  ye  bim  f "  proceeded  the  preach- 
er, without  showing  either  confusion  or  displeasure  al 
the  interruption, — '^  I  will  make  him  Joceline  of  tbe  jail, 
if  he  interrupts  me  again.  One  of  your  park-keepers,  1 
warrant,  that  can  never  forget  they  have  borne  C.  R.  upon 
their  badges  and  bugle-horns,  even  as  a  dog  bears  his 
owner's  name  on  his  collar — a  pretty  emblem  for  Chvi^ 
tian  men  I  But  tbe  brute  beast  bath  the  better  of  ^im,--^ 
the  brute  weareth  his  own  coat  and  the  caitiff  tbri^U  wears 
his  master's.  I  have  seen  such  a  wag  make  a  rope'* 
end  wag  ere  now. — ^Where  was  I  .'^— Ob,  rebuking  yoM 
for  your  backslidings,  men  of  Woodstock.*— Yes,  then  ye 
will  say  ye  have  renounced  Popery,  and  ye  have  renounc- 
ed Prelacy,  and  then  ye  wipe  your  mouth  like  Pharisees 
as  ye  are  :  and  who  but  you  for  purity  o£  religion  I  But 
I  tell  you,  ye  are  but  like  Jehu  the  son  of  Nimahi,  who 
broke  down  the  house  of  Baal,  yet  departed  not  from 
the  sons  of  Jeroboam.  Even  so  ye  eat  not  fish  on  Fri^ 
day  with  the  blinded  Papists,  nor  minced-pies  on  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  like  the  slothful  Prelatists  $ 
but  ye  will  gorge  on  sack-posset  each  night  in  the  year 
with  your  blind  Presbyterian  guide,  and  ye  will  speak  evil 
of  dignities,  and  revile  the  Commonwealth  }  and  ye  will 
glorify  yourselves  in  your  park  of  Woodstock,  and  say, 
^  Was  it  not  walled  in  first  of  any  other  in  England,  and 
that  by  Henry,  son  of  William  called  the  Conqueror  ?' 
And  ye  have  a  princely  Lodge  therein,  and  call  the  same  a 
Royal  Lodge ;  and  ye  have  an  oak  which  ye  call  the 
King's  Oak ;  and  ye  steal  and  eat  the  venison  of  tbe 
park  ;  and  ye  say,  '  This  is  tbe  King's  venison,  we  will 
wash  it  down  with  a  cup  to  the  Kiog's  health — better  we 
eat  it  than  those  round-headed  commonwealth  knaves 
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But  fisten  unto  m^,  and  'Uke  waning.  For  these  tbiosi 
come  we  to  controversy  with  you.  And  our  naoie  shall 
be  a  caanoD-sbot,  before  which  your  Lodge,  in  the  pfeas- 
antaess  whereof  ye  take  pastime,  shall  be  bbwo  into 
ruins  ;  and  we  will  be  as  a  wedge  to  split  asunder  the 
King's  Oak  into  billets  to  beat  a  brown  baker's  oven ;  and 
we  will  dispark  your  park,  and  slay  your  deer,  and  eat 
tbem  ourselves,  neither  shall  you  have  any  portion  there** 
of,  whether  in  neek  or  haunch.  Ye  shall  not  haft  a  ten** 
penny  knife  with  the  horns  tt^ereof,  neither  shall  ye  cm 
a  pair  of  breeches  out  of  the  hide,  for  aU  ye  be  cutlers 
and  glovers  ;  and  ye  shall  have  no  comfort  or  support 
neither  from  the  sequestrated  traitor  Henry  Lee,  wb« 
called  himself  Ranger  of  Woodstock,  nor  from  any  on 
his  behalf ;  for  they  are  coming  hither  who  shall  be  call- 
ed Maher-shalal-hashbaz,  because  he  maketh  haste  to  the 
spoil." 

Here  ended  this  wild  effusion,  the  latter  part  of  which 
fell  heavy  on  the  so^ls  of  tfce  poor  citizens  of  Wood- 
stock, as  tending  to  confirm  a  report  of  an  unpleasing 
nature  which  had  been  lately  circulated.  The  commu- 
nication with  London  was  indeed  slow,  apd  the  news 
which  it  transmitted  were  uncertain  ;  no  less  uncertain 
were  the  times  themselves,  and  the  rumours  which  were 
circulated,  exaggerated  by  the  hopes  and  fears  of  so 
many  various  factions.  But  the  general  stream  of 
report,  so  &r  as  Woodstock  was  concerned,  bad  of  late 
run  uniformly  in  one  direction.  Day  after  day  they  bad 
been  informed,  that  the  fatal  fiat  of  Parliament  had  gone 
out  tor  selling  the  Park  of  Woodstock,  destroying  its 
lodge,  dis^Murklng  its  forest,  and  erasing,  as  far  as  they 
could  be  erased,  all  traces  of  its  ancient  fame.  Mai^y  of 
the  citizens  were  likely  to  be  sufferers  on  this  occasion^ 
as  several  of  tbem  enjoyed,  either  by  sufferance  or  nght, 
various  convenient  privileges  of  pasturage,  cutting  fire 
wood,  and  the  like,  in  the  royal  chase  ;  and  all  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  little  borough  were  hurt  to  think,  that 
tbe  scenery  of  the  place  was  to  be  destroyed,  its  edifices 
ruined,  and  its  honours  rent  away.     This  is  a  patriotic 
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seDsation  often  found  in  such  places,  which  ancient  dis- 
tinctions- and  long-cherished  recollections  of  former  days 
render  so  different  from  towns  of  recent  date.  The  na* 
tives  of  Woodstock  felt  it  in  the  fullest  force.  They  had 
trembled  at  the  anticipated  calamity  ;  but  now,  when  it 
was  announced  by  the  appearance  of  those  dark,  stem, 
and  at  the  same  time  omnipotent  soldiers — now  that  they 
beard  it  proclaimed  by  the  mouth  of  one  of  their  military 

?reachers — ^they  considered  their  fate  as  ineiritable. 
^he  causes  of  disagreement  among  themselves  were  for 
the  time  forgotten,  as  the  congregation,  dismissed  without 
psalmody  or  benediction,  went  slowly  and  mournfully 
homeward,  each  to  his  own  place  of  abode. 


CHAPTER  11. 

Come  forth,  old  man— Thy  dangfater'f  tMe 

Is  BOW  the  fitting^  place  for  thee  : 
When  Time  hath  quell'd  the  oak'f  bold  pride, 
The  youthful  tendril  yet  may  bide  ^ 

The  ruins  of  the  parent  tree. 

When  the  sermon  was  ended,  the  military  orator  wip- 
ed his  brow ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  coolness  of  the 
weather,  he  was  heated  with  the  vehemence  of  his  speech 
and  action.  He  then  descended  from  the  pulpit,  and 
spoke  a  word  or  two  to  the  corporal  who  commanded 
the  party  of  soldiers,  who,  replying  by  a  sober  nod  of 
intelligence,  drew  bis  men  together,  and  marched  them 
in  order  to  their  quarters  in  the  town. 

The  preacher  himself,  as  if  nothing  extraordinary  had 
happened,  left  the  church  and  sauntered  through  the 
streets  of  Woodstock,  with  the  air  of  a  stranger  who  was 
viewing  the  town,  without  seeming  to  observe  that  he  was 
himself  in  his  turn  anxiously  surveyed  by  the  citizens, 
whose  furtive  yet  frequent  glances  seemed  to  regard  him 
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as  something  alike  suspected  aod  dreadfiil,  yet  oo  no  ac- 
count to  be  proToked.  He  heeded  them  not,  but  stalked 
oo  in  the  manner  affected  by  the  disdnguisbed  fanatics 
of  the  day  ;  a  stiff  solemn  pace,  a  severe  and  at  the 
same  time  a  contemplative  look,  Ike  that  of  a  man  dis* 
composed  at  the  int^niptk>ns  which  earthly  objects  forced 
upcm  bim^^oUigiDg  him  by  their  intrusion  to  withdrew  his 
thoughts  for  an  instant  from  celestial  things*  Innocent 
pleasures  of  what  kind  soever  they  held  in  suspicion  and 
contempt,  and  innocent  mirth  they  abominated.  It  was, 
however,  a  cast  of  mind  that  formed  men  for  great  and 
manly  actions,  as  it  adopted  principle,  and  that  of  an 
unsel6sh  character,  (at  the  ruling  motive,  instead  of  the 
gratification  of  passion.  Some  of  these  men  were  indeed 
hypocrites,  using  the  doak  of  religion  only  as  a  covering 
for  their  ambition ;  but  inany  really  possessed  the  devo* 
lional  character,  and  the  severe  republican  virtue,  which 
others  only  affected.  By  far  the  greater  number  hover- 
ed between  these  extremes,  felt  to  a  certain^  extent  the 
power  of  religion,  and  complied  with  the  times  in  affect- 
ing a  great  deaL 

The  individual,  whose  pretensions  to  sanctity,  written 
as  they  were  upon  his  brow  and  gait,  have  given  rise  to 
the  above  digressfon,  reached  a^t  length  the  extremity  of 
the  principal  street,  which  terminates  upon  the  park  of 
Woodstock.  A  batdemented  portal  of  Gothic  appearance 
defended  the  entrance  to  the  avenue.  It  was  of  mixed 
architecture,  but  on  the  whole,  though  coqiposed  of  the 
styles  of  the  difl^ent  ages,  when  it  had  received  addi- 
tions, bad  a  striking  and  in^>osing  effect.  An  immense 
g^te,  composed  of  rails  of  hammered  iron,  with  many  a 
flourish  and  scroll,  displaying  as  its  uppermost  ornament 
the  ill-fated  cipher  of  C.  H«  W9s  now  decayed,  being 
partly  wasted  with  rust,  partly  by  violence. 

The  stranger  paused,  as  if  uncertain  whether  he  should 
demand  or  essay  entrance.  He  looked  through  the 
grating  down  an  avenue  skirted  by  majestic  oaks,  which 
led  (Hiward  with  a  gentle  curve,  as  if  into  the  depths  of 
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some  ample  and  ancient  forests  The  wicket  of  tlie  krge 
rron  gate  bemg  left  unwittingly  open,  the  sddier  was 
tempted  to  enter,  yet  whh  seine  hesilatkNi,  m  he  thit  ki^ 
trades  Qpon  grtHmd  which  he  oonjectores  may  be  prciiib*- 
itec — imleed  his  manner  showed  more  ivrereDee  for  the 
scene  than  could  have  been  expected  from  bis  condftioii 
and  character;  He  slackened  bis  stately  and  consecjoen- 
tial  pace,  and  at  length  stdcd  sttH,  and  looked  around  him. 

Not  for  from  the  gate,  be  saw  rrsing  from  the  trees 
one  or  two  ancient  and  venerable  terrevs,  bearing  each 
its  own  vane  of  rare  device  gBttermg  in  the  aatumn  sm>. 
These  indicated  the  ancient  banting  seat,  ^  Lodge,  as 
h  was  called,  which  had,  since  the  thne  of  Henry  IL, 
been  occasionally  the  residence  of  the  En^sh  monarchs, 
when  it  pleased  them  to  visit  the  woods  of  Oxibrd,  which 
then  so  abomided  with  game,  that,  according  to  old  Ful«- 
ler,  huntsmen  and  falconers  were  nowhere  better  pleased. 
The  situation  Which  the  Lodge  occupied  was  a  piece  of 
flat  ground,  nbw  planted  with  sycamores,  not  inr  from  die 
entrance  %  that  magnificent  spot  where  the  ^ctator  irst 
stops  to  gaze  upon  Blenheim,  to  think  of  Marlboroagfa's 
tfetorles^  and  to  applaud  or  criticise  the  cumbrous  mag^ 
ttlficencfe  of  Vanburgh's  style. 

There,  too,  paused  our  military  preacher,  but  with  other 
tiboughts,  and  for  other  purpose,  than  to  admm  the  scene 
around  him.  It  was  not  long  afterwards  when  he  beheld 
two  persons,  a  male  and  a  female,  approachmg  stowly, 
and  so  deeply  engaged  in  their  own  conversation,  that 
they  did  not  raise  their  eyes  to  observe  that  there  stood 
a  stranger  in  the  path  before  them.  The  soldier  took 
advantage  of  their  state  of  abstraction,  and,  desirous  at 
onc^  to  watch  their  motions,  and  avoid  their  observation, 
he  glided  beneath  one  of  the  huge  trees  which  skirted 
the  path,  and  whose  boughs,  sweeping  the  ground  on 
every  side,  insured  him  against  discovery,  unless  in  case 
of  an  actual  search. 

In  the  meantime,  the  gentleman  and  lady  continued  to 
advance,  directing  their  course  to  a  rustic  seat,  wtneb 


WOOBSTOCK.  19 

«dB  trgpyeA  ibe  snti-fcesiDs,  and  was  placed  adjacent  to 
tbe  tree  where  the  stranger  was  concealed. 

The  man  was  elderly,  yet  seemed  bent  more  by  sor- 
row and  infinoity,  than  by  the  weight  of  years.  He 
wore  a  mottming  cloak,  over  a  dress  of  the  same  mel-  . 
ancholy  colour,  cut  to  that  picturesque  form,  which  Van- 
dyke has  rendered  immortal.  But  ahhough  the  dress 
was  handsome,  it  was  put  on  and  worn  with  a  careless- 
ess  which  showed  the  mind  of  the  wearer  ill  at  ease. 
His  aged,  yet  still  handsome  countenance,  had  the  same 
air  of  consequence  which  distinguished  his  dress  and  his 
gait.  A  striking  part  of  his  appearance  was  a  long  white 
beard,  which  descended  far  over  the  breast  of  his  slash- 
ed doublet,  and  looked  singular  from  its  contrast  in  colour 
with  his  habh. 

The  young  lady,  by  whom  this  venerable  gentleman 
seemed  ^  be  in  some  degree  supported  as  they  walked 
arm  in  arm,  was  a  slight  and  sylph-like  form,  with  a  per- 
son so  delicately  made,  and  so  beautiful  in  countenance, 
that  it  seemed  the  earth  on  which  she  walked  was  too 
grossly  ma^fre  a  support  for  a  creature  so  aerial.  But 
mortal  beauty  must  share  human  sorrows.  The  eyes  of 
the  beautiful  being  showed  tokens  of  tears  ;  her  colour 
washei^tened  as  she  listened  to  her  aged  companion  ; 
and  It  was  frtaln,  fh>m  his  melancholy  yet  displeased  look, 
that  die  Qoni^ersatton  was  as  distressing  to  himself  as  to 
her.  When  tbey  sat  down  on  the  bench  we  have  men- 
tioned, the  gentleman*s  discourse  could  be  distinctly  over- 
heard by  the  eavesdropping  soldier,  but  the  answers  of  tlie 
young  lady  reached  his  ear  rather  less  distinctly. 

"  It  is  not  to  be  endured,"  said  the  old  man,  passion- 
ately ;  "it  woqM  stir  up  a  paralytic  wretch  to  start  up  a 
soldier.  My  people  have  been  thinned,  I  grant  you,  or 
have  fallen  off  from  me  in  these  times — I  owe  them  no 
grudge  for  it,  poor  knaves ;  what  should  they  do  waiting  on 
me  when  the  pantry  has  no  bread,  and  the  buttery  no  ale  ? 
But  we  have  still  about  us  some  rugged  foresters  of  the  old 
Woodstoek  breed— crfd  as  qayself  most  of  them — what  of 
that  ?  old  wood  seldom  warps  in  the  wetting ; — ^I  will  bold 
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out  the  old  bouse,  and  it  will  not  be  the  first  time  that  J 
have  held  it  against  ten  times  the  strength  that  we  heai 
of  now." 

''  Alas!  my  dear  father !'l-said  the  young  lady,  in  a  tone 
which  seemed  to  intimate  his  proposal  of  defence  to  bm 
altogether  desperate. 

"  And  why,  alas  .'*"  said  the  gentleman  angrily  ;  "  is 
it  because  I  shut  my  door  against  a  score  or  two  of  these 
blood-thirsty  hypocrites  .'"' 

'^  But  their  masters  can  as  easily  send  a  regiment  or  ao 
army,  if  they  will,"  replied  the  lady  ;  "  and  what  good 
would  your  present  defence  do,  excepting  to  exasperate 
them  to  your  utter  destruction  f" 

"  Be  it  so,  Alice,"  replied  her  father  ;  "  I  have  lived 
my  time,  and  beyond  it.  I  have  outlived  the  kindest  and 
most  prince-like  of  masters.  What  do  I  do  on  the  earth 
since  the  dismal  thirtieth  of  January  f  The  parricide  of 
that  day  was  a  signal  to  all  true  servants  of  Charles  Stuart 
to  avenge  his  death,  or  die  as  soon  after  as  they  could 
find  a  worthy  opportunity." 

*'  Do  not  speak  thus,  sir,"  said  Alice  Lee  ;  '^  it  does 
not  become  your  gravity  and  your  worth  to  throw  away 
that  life  which  may  yet  be  of  service  to  your  king  and 
country, — it  will  not  and  cannot  always  be  thus.  Eng- 
land will  not  long  endure  the  rulers  which  these  bad  times 
have  assigned  her.  In  the  meanwhile — (here  a  few 
words  escaped  the  listener's  ears) — ^and  beware  of  that 
impatience  which  makes  bad  worse." 

**  Worse  .'*"  exclaimed  the  impatient  old  man,  "  fVhai 
can  be  worse  f  Is  it  not  at  the  woKst  already  ?  Will  not 
these  people  expel  us  from  the  only  shelter  we  have  left 
— dilapidate  what  remains  of  royal  property  under  my 
charge — make  the  palace  of  princes  into  a  den  of  thieves, 
and  then  wipe  their  mouths  and  thank  God,  as  if  they  had 
done  an  alms  deed  ?" 

"  Still,"  said  his  daughter,  "  there  is.  hope  behind, 
and  I  trust  the  King  is  ere  this  out  of  their  reach — We 
have  reason  to  think  well  of  my  brother  Albert's  safety.* 
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**  Ay  J  Albert  !  there  again/*  said  the  old  man  in  a 
one  of  reproach  ;  "  bad  it  not  been  for  thy  entreaties  I 
I'lad  gone  to  Worcester  myself ;  but  I  roust  needs  lie 
here  like  a  worthless  hound  when  the  hunt  is  up,  when 
who  knows  what  service  I  might  have  shown  f  An  old 
man's  bead  is  sometimes  useful  when  his  arm  is  but  little 
worth.  .  But  you  and  Albert  were  so  desirous  that  he 
should  go  alone — and  now,  who  can  say  what  has  become 
of  him  ?" 

"  Nay,  nay,  father;"  said  Alice  ;  "  we  have  good 
hope  that  Albert  escaped  from  that  fatal  day  ;  young 
Abney  saw  him  a  mile  from  the  field." 

"  Young  Abney  lied,  1  believe,"  said  the  father j'^in  the 
same  humour  of  contradiction.  *'  Young  Abney's  tongue 
seems  quicker  than  his  hands,  but  far  slower  than  his 
horse's  heels  when  he  leaves  the  roundheads  behind  hira. 
I  would  rather  Albert's  dead  body  were  laid  between 
Charles  and  Cromwell  than  hear  he  fled  as  early  as 
young  Abney." 

"  My  dearest  father,"  said  the  young  lady,  weeping 
as  she  spoke,  "  what  can  I  say  to  comfort  you  ?" 

**  Comfort  me,  say'st  thou,  girl  ?  I  am  sick  of  com- 
Sori — an  honourable  death,  with  the  ruins  of  Woodstock 
for  my  monument,  were  the  only  comfort  to  old  Henry 
Lee.  Yes,  by  the  memory  of  my  fathers!  I  will  make 
good  the  Lodge  against  tbede  rebellious  robbers." 

"  Yet  be  ruled,  dearest  father,"  said  the  maiden, 
*'  and  submit  to  that  which  we  cannot  gainsay.  My 
uncle  Everard " 

Here  the  old  man  caught  at  her  unfinished  words. 
"  Thy  uncle^Everard,  wench  ! — Well,  get  on.  What  of 
tfiy  precious  and  loving  uncle  Everard  ?" 

"  Nothing,  sir,"  she  said,  "  if  the  subject  displeases 
fou." 

**  Displeases  me  ?"  he  replied,  "  why  should  it  dis- 
please me  ?  or,  if  it  did,  why  should'st  thou,  or  any  one, 
nflfect  to  care  about  it  ?  What  is  it  that  hath  happened  of 
late  years — what  is  it  can  be  thought  to  happen  that  as- 
irologer   can  guess  at,  whicli  can  give  pleasure  to  us  ?" 
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"  Fate,"  she  replied,  *^  may  have  In  store  the  joffiil 
restoration  of  our  banished  Prince." 

'*  Too  late  for  my  time,  Alice,"  said  the  Knight ;  ^  if 
there  be  such  a  white  page  in  the  heavenly  book,  it  will 
not  be  turned  until  long  after  my  day.  But  I  see  thou 
would'st  escape  me.  In  a  word,  what  of  thy  uncle  Eve- 
rard  f " 

"  Nay,  sir,"  said  Alice,  "  God  knows  I  would  rather 
be  silent  for  ever,  than  speak  what  might,  as  you  would 
take  it,  add  to  your  present  distemperature." 

'^  Distemperature  !"  said  her  father ;  '^  Oh,  thou  art 
a  sweet-lipped  physician,  and  would'st,!  warrant  me,  drop 
nought  but  sweet  balm,  and  honey,  and  oil,  on  my  dis- 
temperature— if  that  is  the  phrase  for  an  old  man's 
ailment  when  he  is  well  nigh  heart-broken.  Once  more, 
what  of  thy  uncle  Everard  ?" 

His  last  words  were  uttered  in  a  high  and  peevish  tone 
of  voice  ;  and  Alice  Lee  answered  her  father  in  a  trem« 
bling  and  submissive  tone. 

'^  I  only  meant  to  say  sir,  that  I  am  well  assured  that 
my  uncle  Everard,  when  we  quit  this  place         " 

'^  That  is  to  say,  when  we  are  kicked  out  of  it  by  crop- 
eared  canting  villains  like  himself.  But  on  with  thy 
bountiful  uncle — what  will  he  do  f — will  he  give  us  the 
remains  of  his  worshipful  and  economical  house-keeping 
the  fragments  of  a  thrice  sacked  capon  twice  a-week, 
and  a  plentiful  fast  on  the  other  five  days  ?  Will  he  give 
us  beds  beside  his  half-starved  nags,  and  put  them  under 
a  short  allowance  of  straw,  that  his  sister's  husband— that 
I  should  have  called  my  deceased  angel  by  such  a  name ! 
— and  his  sister's  daughter,  may  not  sleep  oo  the  stones  i 
Or  will  he  send  us  a  noble  each,  with  a  warning  to  make 
it  last,  for  he  had  never  known  the  ready-penny  so  hard 
to  come  by  f  Or  what  else  will  your  uncle  Everard  do 
for  us  f  Get  us  a  furlough  to  beg  f  Why,  I  can  do  that 
without  him," 

*<  You  misconstrue  him  much,"  answered  Alice,  with 
more  spirit  than  she  had  hitherto  displayed  ;  ^'  and 
would  you  but  question  your  own  heart,  you  would   ac 
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knowlaflge— I  speak  with  reverence — tbiit  your.toiinie 
utiers  what  your  better  judgment  would  disown,  my 
unele  Everard  is  aeither  a  miser  nor  a  hypocrite,  neither 
JO  Ibnd  of  the  goods  of  this  world  that  he  would  not 
fiiqiply  our  distresses  amply,  nor  so  wedded  to  fanatical 
•opioions  as  to  exclude  charity  for  other  sects  beside  bis 
own." 

**  Ay,  Bff  the  Church  of  England  is  a  $ect  with  him  I 
doubt  not,  and  perhaps  with  thee  too,  Alice,"  said  the 
JCnight.  ^<  What  is  a  Muggletonian,  cr  a  Ranter,  or  a 
Bfownist,  bat  ft  sectary  ?  and  thy  phrase  places  them 
aU,  with  Jack  Presbyter  himself,  on  the  same  footing  with 
our  lesnwd  prelates  and  religious  clergy  !  Such  is  the 
eaoiof  the  day  dioa  lirest  in,  and  why  sbouldst  thou  not 
talk  like  one  of  the  wise  virgins  and  psalm-singing  sisters, 
siBce,  though  thou  hast  a  profane  old  cavalier  for  a  fiiK 
tbar,  tbou  art  own  niece  to  pious  uncle  Everard  ?** 

**  If  you  speak  thus,  my  dear  &ther,^'  said  Aliea, 
^*  what  can  1  answer  you  ?  Hear  me  but  one  patient 
wofd,  and  I  shall  have  discharged  my  uncle  EveranTs 
eoimnistton." 

<<  Oh,  it  is  a  eommission  then  !  Surdy  I  suspected  so 
flHich  fiom  the  bepining — nay,  have  some  aburp  guess 
touching  the  ambaaeador  also. — Come,  madam  the  me- 
diator, do  your  errand,  and  you  shall  have  no  reason  is 
complain  of  my  patience." 

*'  Then,  sir,"  replied  his  daughter,  <'  my  uncle  Eve- 
rard desires  you  would  be  courteous  to  the  commission- 
ers, who  come  here  to  sequestrate  the  parks  and  the 
prq)erty  y  pr,  at  least,  heedfuUy  to  abstain  from  giving 
them  obstacle  or  opposition  :  it  can,  be  says,  do  no  good, 
even  on  your  own  principles,  and  it  will  give  a  pretext 
for  proceeding  against  you  as  one  in  the  ^orst  degree  of 
malignity!  wUch  he  thinks  may  otherwise  be  prevented 
Nay,  he  has  good  hope,  that  if  you  follow  his  counsel, 
the  committee  may,  through  the  interest  he  possesses,  be 
inclined  to  remove  the  sequestration  of  your  estate  on  a 
moderate  fine.     Thus  says  my  uncle  ;  and  having  com- 
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mqnicated  his  advice,  I  have  no  occasion  to  urge  joat 
patience  with  farther  argument."  x 

"  It  is  well  thou  dost  not,  Alice,"  answered  Sir  Henry 
Lee,  in  a  tone  of  suppressed  anger  ;  "  for,  by  the  blessed 
rood,  thou  hast  well  nigh  led  me  into  the  heresy  of  thinks 
mg  thee  no  daughter  of  mine.  Ah  1  my  beloved  com- 
panion, who  art  now  far  from  the  sorrows  and  cares  of 
this  weary  world,  could'st  thou  have  thought  that  the 
daughter  thou  didst  clasp  to  thy  bosom  would,  like  the 
wicked  wife  of  Job,  become  a  temptress  to  her  father  in 
the  hour  of  affliction,  and  recommend  to  him  to  make 
his  conscience  truckle  to  his  interest,  and  to  beg  back 
at  the  bloody  hands  of  his  master's,  and  perhaps  his  son's 
murderers,  a  wretched  remnant  of  the  royal  property  he 
has  been  robbed  of! — Why,  wench,  if  I  must  beg,  think'st 
thou  I  will  sue  to  those  who  have  made  me  a  mendieaot  ? 
No.  I  will  never  show  my  grey  beard,  worn  in  sorrow 
for  my  sovereign's  death,  to  move  the  compassion  of  some 
proud  sequestrator,  who  perhaps  was  one  of  the  parri- 
cides. No*  If  Henry  Lee  must  sue  for  food,  it  shall 
be  of  some  sound  loyalist  like  himself,  who  having  but 
'half  a  loaf  remaining,  will  not  never^less  refuse  to  share 
it  with  him.  For  his  daughter,  sft  may  wander  her 
o^wn  way,  which  leads  her  to  a  refuge  with  her  wealthy 
mundhead  kinsfolk  ;  but  let  her  no  more  oall  him  father* 
whose  honest  indigence  she  Jias  refused  to  share  !" 

"  You  do  me  injustice,  sir,"  answered  the  young  lady, 
with  a  voice  animated  yet  faltering,  "cruel  injustice. 
God  knows,  your  way  is  my  way,  though  it  lead  to  ruin 
and  beggary ;  and  while  you  tread  it,  my  arm  shall  sup- 
port you  while  you  will  accept  an  aid  so  feeble." 

"  Thou  word'st  me,  girl,"  answered  the  old  cavalier, 
"  thou  word'st  me,  as  Will  Shakspeare  says — ^thou  speak- 
est  of  lending  me  thy  arm  :  but  thy  secret  thought  is 
thyself  to  hang  upon  Markham  Everard's." 

"  My  father,  my  father,"  answered  Alice,  in  a  tone 
of  deep  grief,  "  what  can  thus  have  altered  youi  clear 
judgment  and  kindly  heart  .^—Accursed  he  these  civil 
commotions  !  not  only  do  they  destroy  men's  bodies,  hut 
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generous,  become  suspicions,  harsh,  and  mean  !  Why 
upbraid  me  with  Markharo  Everard  ?  Have  I  seen  or 
spoke  to  him  since  jou  forbid  him  my  company, 
with  terms  less  kind — 1  wilk speak  it  truly — ^than  was  due 
even  to  the  relationship  betwixt  you  ?  Why  think  I 
would  sacrifice  to  that  young  man  my  duty  to  you  ? 
Know,  that  were  I  capable  of  such  criminal  weakness, 
Markham  Everard  were  the  first  to  despise  me  for  it.'' 

She  put  her  handkerchief  to  her  ^yes,  but  she  could 
not  hide  her  sobs,  nor  conceal  the  distress  they  intimated. 
The  old  man  was  moved. 

"  I  camiot  tell,"  he  said,  "  what  to  think  of  it.  Thou 
seem'st  sincere,  and  wert  ever  a  good  and  kindly  daugh- 
ter— ^how  thou  hast  let  that  rebel  youth  creep  into  thy 
heart  I  wot  not  ;  perhaps  it  is  a  punishment  on  me,  who 
thought  the  loyalty  of  my  house  was  like  undefiled  er- 
mine. Yet  here  is  a  damned  spot,  and  on  the  fairest 
gem  of  all — my  own  dear  Alice.  But  do  not  weep— we 
have  enough  to  vex  us.  Where  is  it  that  Shakspeare 
bath  it  : — 

— '  Gentle  daugliter, 

Give  even  way  unto  my  rough  affiun, 
Pm  you  not  on  the  UMsper  of  ibe  taaes, 
Nor  be,  like  them,  to  Percy  Iroubleiane.' " 

^^  I  am  glad,"  answeied  the  young  lady,  '<  to  hear  you 
quote  your  favourite  again,  sir.  .  Our  little  jars  ar^ver 
wellnigh  ended  when  Shakspeare  comes  in  play."^ 

'^  His  book  was  the  closet-companion  of  my  blessed 
Hus  t^i/'  brtcl  Sii  litiiiy  Lee  ;  "  after  the  Bible,  (with 
reverence  for  naming  them  together,)  he  felt  more  com- 
fort in  it  than  any  other  ;  and  as  I  have  shared  bis  dis- 
ease, why  it  is  natural  I  should  take  his  medicine.  Al- 
bek,  I  pretend  not  to  my  master's  art  in  explaining  the 
dark  passages  ;  for  I  am  but  a  rude  man,  and  rustically 
brought  up  to  arms  and  bunting." 

"  You  have  seen  Shakspeare  yourself,  sir  ?"  said  the 
young  lady. 

3       VOL.    1. 
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<<  Siily  wencb,"  rejilwd  tb^  Koigh^  *'  be  died  wben 
1  vms  a  mere  child— Hbou  bast  beard  me  say  so  twenty 
times  ;  but  tbou  would'st  lead  tbe  old  man  away  from 
tbe  tender  subject.  Well,  tbougb  I  am  not  bbod,  I  can 
sbut  my  eyes  and  folbw.^  Bea  Jonsoo  I  knew,  and 
could  tell  tbee  numy  a  tale  of  our  meetings  at  tbe  Mer- 
maid, where,  if  there  was  much  wine,  there  was  much  wit 
also.  We  did  not  sit  blowing  tobacco  in  each  other's 
faces,  and  turning  up  tbe  whites  of  oui  eyes  as  we  turned 
up  tbe  bottom  of  the  wine-pot.  Old  Ben  ad<^ted  me 
as  one  oi  his  sons  i«  tbe  imises.  I  have  shovm  you, 
have  1  not,  tbe  verses  '  To  my  much  beloved  son,  tbe 
worshipful  Sir  Henry  Lee  of  Ditcfaley,  Koight  and 
Baronet  V '' 

**  I  do  not  remember  them  at  present,  air,"  replied 
Alice. 

«  I  Coar  ye  lie,  wench,"  sud  her  &ther  $  '^  but  no 
matter — thm  can'st  not  get  any  more  fooling  out  of  ma 
just  DOW.  The  Evil  Spirit  iuitb  left  Saul  for  the  present. 
We  are  aew  to  think  what  is  to  be  done  about  leaving 
Woodstock,  or  defending  it." 

**  My  dearest  father,"  said  Ahce,  ^*  can  you  still 
nourish  a  moment's  hope  of  making  good  the  place  ?" 

"  I  know  not,  wench,"  replied  8n  Henry  ;  ^*  I  would 
fain  have  a  patting  blow  with  them, 'tis  certain — and  who 
kn^s  where  a' blessing  may  alight  f  But  then,  my  poor 
Ic^Hps  that  must  take  part  with  me  in  so  hopeless  a  quar- 
re^that  thought  hampers  me,  I  ccmfess." 

"  Oh,  let  it  do  so,  sir,**  replied  Alice  ;  **  there  are 
soldiers  in  the  town,  and  there  are  three  regiments  at 
Oxford.*' 

*^  Ah,  poor  Oxford  !"  exclaimed  Sir  Henry,  whose 
vacillating  state  of  mind  waa^tumed  by  a  word  to  any 
new  subject  that  was  suggested, — •*  Seat  of  learning 
and  loyalty !  these  rude  soMierB  are  unfit  inmetes  for  thy 
learned  halls  and  poetical  bowers ;  but  thy  pure  and  bril- 
liant lamp  shall  defy  the  foul  breath  of  a  thousand  churls, 
were  they  to  blow  at  it  like  Boreas.     The  burning  bush 
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ibftU  not  be  eossiiflMdi  even  by  the  hmlk  of  lUf  peiso- 

CUtiOD." 

«« True,  sir,^'  said  Alice,  *^  and  it  may  not  be  useiest 
to  recollect,  that  any  stirring  of  the  royalitts  at  tbif  wh 
propitious  nKkhenC  will  make  them  deal  yet  more  harshly 
with  the  University,  which  tbey  consider  as  being  at  the 
bottom  of  erery  thing  which  BMMres  for  the  King  in 
these  parts." 

*^  It  is-  true,  wen<^,"  replied  the  Knight ;  ^^  and  small 
cause  would  make  tbe  villains  sequestrate  the  poor  re- 
mains which  the  civil  wars  have  left  to  the  colleges. 
That  and  the  risk  of  my  poor  fellows — ^Well !  thou  bast 
disarmed  me,  girL  I  will  be  as  patient  and  calm  as  a 
martyr." 

'^  Pray  God  you  keep  your  word,  sir,"  replied  his 
daughter ;  ^*  but  you  are  ever  so  much  moved  at  the 
sight  of  any  of  tl^se  men,  that        " 

^*  Would  you  make  a  child  of  me,  Alice  ?"  said  Sir 
Henry.  ^'  Why,  know  you  not  that  I  can  look  upon  a 
viper,  or  a  toMi,  or  a  bunch  of  engendering  adders, 
without  any  worse  ieeling  than  a  little  disgust  f  and 
though  a  roundhead,  and  especially  a  red-^>at,  are  in 
my  opinion  move  potsonous  than  vipers,  more  loathsome 
than  toads,  more  hateful  than  knotted  adders,  yet  can  I 
overcome  ny  nature  so  far,  that  should  one  of  them  ap- 
pear at  this  moment,  thyself  should  see  how  civilly  I  would 
mitreat  him."  ^ 

As  he  spoke  the  military  preacher  abandoned  his  leafy 
screed,  and  stalking  forward,  stood  unexpectedly  before 
the  old  eavaher,  who  stared  at  him  as  if  he  had  tbongbt 
that  bis  expressions  had  actually  raised  the  devil. 

''  Who  art  thou  ?"  at  length  said  Sir  Henry,  in  a  rais- 
ed and  angry  vdoe,  wlnie  his  daughter  dung  to  his  arm 
SB  terror,  htite  confident  that  her  father's  pacific  resolu- 
tions woiiitl  dbide  the  shock  of  this  unwelcome  ap- 
parition* 

^  I  am  one,"  replied  the  soldier,  ^'  who  neither  fear  noi 
^ame  to  call  myself  a  poor  day-labourer  in  the  great  work 
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of  England-— HUQph  !— -Ay,  a  simple  and  uoc&r€  upboldar 

of  the  good  old  cause." 

<^  And  what  the  devil  do  you  seek  here  f "  said  the 
old  Knight,  fiercely. 

'*  The  welcome  due  to  the  steward  of  the  Lcnrcb 
Commissioners,"  answered  the  soldier. 

'^  Welcome  art  thou  as  salt  would  be  to  sore  eyes,'' 
said  the  cavalier ;  *^  but  who  be  your  Cbmmissioners, 
man  r"  ^  * 

The  soldier  with  little  courtesy  held  out  a  scroll,  which 
Sir  Henry  took  from  him  betwixt  his  finger  and  thumb, 
as  if  it  were  a  letter  from  a  pest-house ;  and  held  it  at  as 
much  distance  from  his  eyes^  as  his  purpose  of  reading  it 
would  permit.  He  then  read  aloud,  and  as  he  named 
the  parties  one  by  one,  he  added  a  short  commentary  on 
each  name,  addressed,  indeed,  to  Alice,  but  in  such  a 
tone  that  showed  he  cared  not  for  its  being  beard  by  the 
soldier. 

"  Desborough — ^the  ploughman  Desborough— ^as  grov- 
elling a  clown  as  is  in  England^a  fellow  that  would  be 
best  at  home,  like  an  ancient  Scythian,  under  the  tilt  of  a 
wagon— d — ^n  him.  Harrison — -a  bloody-minded,  rant- 
ing enthusiast,  who  read  the  Bible  to  sudi  purpose,  that 
he  never  lacked  a  text  to  justify  a  murder — <l— hi  him 
too.  Bletson — a  true-blue  Commonwealth's  man,  one 
of  Harrison's  Rota  Club,  with  his  noddle  full  of  new- 
fangl^  notions  about  government,  the  clearest  object  of 
which  is  to  establish  the  tail  upon  the  head  ;  a  fellow  who 
leaves  you  the  statutes  and  law  of  old  England,  to  prate 
of  Rome  and  Greece — sees  the  Areopagus  in  Westmin- 
ster-Hall, and  takes  old  Noll  for  a  Roman  Consul— 
Adad,  he  is  like  to  prove  a  dictator  amongst  them  in- 
stead.    Never  mind  ;  d — n  Bletson  too.'* 

^^  Friend,"  said  the  soldier,  *<  I  would  willingly  be 
civil,  but  it  consists  not  with  my  duty  to  hear  these  godly 
men,  in  whose  service  1  am,  spoken  of  after  this  irrer- 
«rent  and  unbecomitig  fashion.  And  albeit  I  know  that 
you  malignants  think  you  have  a  right  to  make  free  with 
lliat  damnation,  which  you  seem  to  use  as  your  own  por 
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tioD,  yet  it  is  superfluous  to  invoke  it  against  others,  who 
have  better  hopes  in  their  thoughts,  aud  better  words 
in  their  oiouths." 

^*  Thou  art  but  a  canting,varlet,"  replied  the  Knight ; 
'^  and  yet  thou  art  right  in  some  sense — for  it  is  super- 
fluous to  curse  men  who  already  are  damned  as  black  ai 
the  smoke  of  hcli  itself." 

"  1  pritliee  forbear,"  continued  the  soldier,  "  foi 
manners'  sake,  if  not  for  conscience — ^grisly  oaths  suit  ih 
with  grey  beards." 

"  Nay,  that  is  truth,  if  the  devil  spoke  it,"  said  the 
Knight  ;  ''  and  I  thank  Heaven  1  can  follow  good  coun- 
sel, though  old  Nick  gives  it.  And  so,  friend,  touching 
these  same  Commissioners,  bear  them  this  message  ;  that 
Sir  Henry  Lee  is  keeper  of  Woodstock  park,  with  right 
of  waif  and  stray,  vert  -and  venison,  as  complete  as  any 
of  them  have  to  their  estate — that  is,  if  they  possess  any 
estate  but  what  they  have  gained  by  plundering  honest 
men.  Nevertheless,  he  will  give  place  to  those  who  have 
made  their  might  their  right,  and  will  not  expose  the 
lives  of  good  and  true  men^  where  the  odds  are  so  much 
against  them.  And  he  protests  that  he  makes  this  sur- 
render, neither  as  acknowledging  of  these  so  termed 
Commissioners,  nor  as  for  his  own  individual  part  fearing 
their  force,  but  purely  to  avoid  the  loss  of  English  blood, 
of  which  so  much  hath  been  spilt  in  these  late  tinres." 

^*  It  is  well  spoken,"  said  the  steward  of  the  Com«ais- 
sioners  ;  **  and  therefore,  I  pray  you,  let  us  walk  together 
into  the  house,  that  thou  may'st  deliver  up  unto  me  the 
vessels,  and  gold  and  silver  ornaments,  belonging  unto 
Jie  Egjrptian  Pharaoh  who  committed  them  to  thy 
keeping." 

"  What  vessels  .^"  exclaimed  the  fiery  old  Knight ; 
'^  and  belonging  to  whom  ?  Unbaptized  dog,  speak  civil 
of  the  Martyr  in  my  presence,  or  T  will  do  a  deed  mis- 
becoming of  me  on  that  caitiff  corpse  cf  thine."-^And 
shaking  bis  daughter  from  his  right  arm  the  old  man  laid 
nis  hand  on  his  rapier* 

«.  3»     Yot.*  I. 
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His  antagonist,  on  the  contrary,  Icept  his  temper  com- 
pletely, and  waving  his  hand  to  add  impression  to  his 
Bpeech,  he  said,  with  -a  calmness  which  asjgravated  Sir 
Henry's  wrath,  "  Nay,  good  friend,  I  prithee  be  still, 
ami  brawl  not — it  becomes  not  grey  hairs  and  feeble 
arms  to  rail  and  rant  like  dnmkards.  Put  me  not  to  use 
the  carnal  weapon  in  mine  own  defence,  but  listen  to  the 
voice  of  reason.  Seest  thou  not  that  the  Lord  hadi  de- 
cided this  great  controversy  in  favour 'of  us,  and  ours, 
against  thee  and  thine  ?  Wherefore,  render  up  tliy  stew- 
ardship, peacefplly,  and  deliver  up  to  me  the  chattels  of 
the  Man,  Charles. Stuart." 

"  Patience  is  a  good  nag,  but  she  will  bolt,**  said  the 
Knight,  unable  longer  to  rein  in  his  wrath.  He  plucked 
his  sheathed  rapier  from  his  side,  struck  the  soldier  a 
severe  blow  with  it,  and  instantly  drawing  it,  and  throw- 
ing the  scabbard  over  the  trees,  placed  himself  in  a  pos- 
ture of  defence,  with  his  sword's  point  within  half  a  yard 
of  the  steward's  body.  The  latter  stepped  back  with 
activity,  threw  his  long  cloak  from  bis  shoulders,  knd 
J  rawing  his  long  tuck,  stood  upon  his  guard.  The 
jwords  clashed  smartly  together,  while  Alice,  in  her  terror, 
screamed  wildly  for  assistance.  But  the  combat  was  of 
short  duratk)n.  The  old  cavalier  had  attacked  a  man  as 
cunning  of  fence  as  he  himself,  or  a  little  more  so,  and 
possessing  all  the  strength  and  activity  of  which  time  had 
deprived  Sir  Henry,  and  the  calmness  which  the  other 
had  lost  in  his  passbn.  They  had  scarce  exchanged 
three  passes  ere  the  sword  of  the  Knight  flew  up  in  the 
air,  as  if  it  had  gone  in  search  of  the  scabbard  ;  and 
burning  with  shame  and  anger.  Sir  Henry  stood  disarm- 
ed, at  the  mercy  of  his  antagonist.  The  republican 
showed  no  purpose  of  abusing  his  victory  ;  nor  did  he, 
either  during  the  combat,  or  after  the  victory  was  won, 
in  any  respect  alter  the  sour  and  grave  composure  which 
reigned  upon  his  countenance — a  combat  of  life  and 
death  seemed  to  him  a  thing  as  familiar,  and  as  little  to 
be  feared,  as  an  ordinary  bout  with  foils. 
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"  Thm  «rt  ddiTered  ialo  mj  hands,"  he  ftid,  ^  and 
Dy  Ihe  kw  of  imit  I  migfat  snite  thee  under  the  fifth  rib, 
eveo  as  Asabel  was  stnwk  dead  by  Abner,  the  son  of 
Ner,  ss  he  fplbwed  the  ebase  on  the  hiilof  Ammafa,  that 
lietb  before  Giah,  in  the  way  of  the  wilderness  of  Gibeon  ; 
but  br  be  it  from  me  to  spill  thy  remaining  drops  of  blood* 
True  it  is  thou  art  the  captive  of  my  sword  and  of  ray 
spear  ;  nevertheless,  seeing  that  there  may  be  a  turning 
rom  thine  evilMays,  and  a  returning  to  those  whieh  are 
good,  if  the  Lord  enlarge  tfaj  date  for  repentance  and 
amendoEieot,  wherefore  shodd  it  be  shortened  by  a  poor 
sinful  mortal,  who  b,  speaking  truly,  but  thy  folbw^ 
worm  ?** 

Sir  Henry  Lee  remained  stiU  confused,  and  unable  to 
answer,  when  there  arrived  a  fourth  person,  whom  the 
cries  of  Alice  had  siunniened  to  the  spot.  This  was 
Joceline  Jolifie,  one  of  the  under^keepers  of  the  walk, 
who,  aneing  how  matters  stood,  hranchshed  Us  qoarter- 
stafi^  a  weiqpon  from  wiueh  he  never  parted,  and  having 
aoade  it  describ^tbe  figure  of  eight  b  a  fiournh  through 
the  air,  would  have  bnw^t  it  down  with  a  vengeance  upon 
he  bead  of  the  steward,  bad  not  Sir  Henry  interposed 

"  We  must  trail  bats  now,  Joeeline— our  time  of  shoul- 
dering them  is  passed.  It  skiHs  not  striving  against  the 
stream-^he  devil  rules  the  roast,  and  makes  our  slaves 
our  tutors." 

At  this  roomentanother  auxiliary  rushed  out  of  the  thick- 
et to  the  Knight's  assistanoe*  It  was  a  large  wolf-dog,  io 
strength  a  mastiff,  in  form  and  almost  in  fleetness  a  grey- 
hottud*  Be  vis  was  the  noblest  of  the  kind  whichever  pulleo 
down  a  stag,  tawny-coloured  like  a  lion,  with  a  black  muazle 
and  black  feet,  just  edged  withalineof  white  round  the  toes 
He  was  as  tractable  as  he  was  strong  and  bold*  Just  as 
be  was  about  to  rush  upon  the  soldier^  the  words  **  Peace, 
Bevis !"  from  Sir  Henry,  converted  the  lion  into  a  lamb, 
and,  instead  of  pulling  the  soldier  down,  he  walked  round 
and  round,  and  snuffed,  as  if  using  all  his  sagacity  to  dis- 
cover who  the  stranger  could  be,  towards  whom,  though 
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of  SO  questionable  an  appeannce,  be  was  eojoiaed  for 
bearance.     Apparently  he  was  satisfied,  for  he  laid  aside 
bis  doubtful  and  tbreatening  deaionstrations^  lowered  his 
ears,  smoothed  down  his  bristles,  and  wagged  his  tail. 

Sir  Henry,  who  had  great  respect  for  the  sagacity 
of  his  favourite,  said  in  a  low  voice  to  Alice,  ^*  Bevis  is 
of  thy  opinion,  and  counsels  submission.  There  is  the 
finger  of  Heaven  in  this  to  punish  the  pride,  ever  the  fauk 
of  our  house. — Friend,"  he  continued, ^dressing  the 
soldier,  '*  thou  hast  given  the  fie'tsbing  touch  to  a  lesscm^ 
which  ten  years  of  constant  misfortune  have  been  unable 
folly  to  teach  me.  Thou  hast  distinctly  shown  me  the 
folly  of  thinking  that  a  good  cause  can  strengthen  a  weak 
arn),  God  forgive  me  for  the  thought,  but  I  could  almost 
turn  infidel,  and  believe  that  Heaven's  blessing  goes  ever 
with  the  longest  sword  ;  but  it  will  not  be  always  thus. 
God  knows  his  time.-^— Reach  me  my  Toledo,  Joceline, 
yonder  it  lies ;  and  the  scabbard,  see  where  it  hangs  on 
the  tree. — Do  not  pull  at  my  cloak,  Alice,  and  look  so 
miserably  frightened  ;  1  shall  be  in  no4uinry  to  betake 
me  to  bright  steel  again,  I  promise  tfaee.*-^For  thee,  good 
felfow,  I  thank  thee,  and  will  make  way  for  thy  masters 
without  farther  dispute  or  ceremony.  Joceline  Jolifie 
is  liearer  thy  degree  than  I  am,  and  will  make  surrender 
t€^  thee  of  the  Lodge  and  household  stuff.  Withhold 
nothing,  Joliffe — let  them  have  all.  For  me  I  will  never 
cross  the  threshold  again — but  where  to  rest  for  a  night  ? 
I  would  trouble  no  one  in  Woodstock — hum — ay — it  shall 
be  so.  Alice  and  I,  Joceline,  will  go  down  to  thy  hut 
by  Rosamond's  well  ;  we  will  borrow  the  shelter  of  thy 
roof  for  one  night  at  least ;  thou  wilt  give  as  welcome, 
wilt  thou  not  ? — How  now — a  clouded  brow  .?" 

Joceline  certainly  looked  embarrassed,  directed  first  a 
glance  to  Alice,  then  looked  to  Heaven,  then  to  earth, 
and  last  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  horizon,  and  then  mur- 
mured out,  ^^  Certainly — ^without  question-*-might  he  but 
run  down  to  put  the  house  in  order." 

"  Order  enough — order  enough — for  those  that  may 
soon  be  glad  of  clean  straw  in  a  barn«"  said  the  Knight ; 
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^*  but  if  thou  hast  an  ill-will  to  harbour  any  obnoxious  or 
malignant  persons,  as  the  phrase  goes,  never  shame  to 
speak  it  out,  man.  Tis  true  1  took  thee  up  when  thou 
wert  but  a  ragged  Robin^^made  a  keeper  of  thee,  and 
so  forth.  What  of  th^it  ?  Sailors  tliink  no  longer  of  the 
wind  than  when  it  forwards  them  on  the  voyage — tiiy 
betters  turn  with  the  tide,  why  should  not  such  a  pooi 
knave  as  thou  f 

^*  God  pardon  your  honour  for  your  harsh  judgment!" 
said  Joliffe.  ^*  The  hut  is  yours,  such  as  it  is,  and  should 
be  were  it  a  king's  palace,  as  1  wish  it  firere  even  for  your 
honour's  sake,  and  Mistress  Alice's-— only  I  could  wish 
your  honour  would  condescend  to  let  me  step  down  be* 
fore,  in  case  any  neighbour  be  there — or— or — just  to 
put  matters  something  into  order  for  Mistress  Alice  and 
your  honour — just  to  make  things  something  seemly  and 
shapely." 

*^  Not  a  whit  necessary,"  said  the  Knight,  while  Alice 
had  much  trouble  in  concealing  her  agitation.  '*  If  thy 
matters  are  unseemly,  they  are  fitter  for  a  defeated  knight 
— if  they  are  unshapely,  why,  the  liker  to  the  rest  of  a 
world,  which  is  all  unshaped.  Go  thou  with  that  man. 
— ^What  is  thy  name,  friend  f^^ 

"  Joseph  Tomkins  is  my  name  in  the  flesh,"  said  the 
steward.  "Men  call  me  Honest  Joe,  and  Trusty 
Tomkins." 

"  If  thou  hast  deserved  such  names,  considering  what 
trade  thou  hast  driven,  thou  art  a  jewel  indeed,"  said 
die  Knight  ;  *^  yet  if  thou  hast  not,  never  blush  for  the 
matter,  Joseph,  for  if  thou  art  not  in  truth  honest,  thou 
hast  all  the  better  chance  to  keep  the  fame  of  it — the 
title  and  the  thing  itself  have  long  walked  separate  ways 
Farewell  to  thee, — and  farewell  to  fair  Woodstock  !" 

So  saying,  the  old  Knight  turned  round,  and  pulling  hia 
daughter's  arm  through  his  own,  they  walked  onward 
into  the  forest,  in  the  same  manner  in  which  they  were 
introduced  to  the  reader. 
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CHAPTER  in. 

Now,  ye  wild  blades,  that  make  looie  inns  your  stage, 
To  vapour  forth  the  acts  of  this  sad  age, 
Stout  EdgehiU  fight,  the  dewberries  and  the  West, 
And  northern  clashes,  where  yoa  still  fought  best ; 
Your  strange  escapes,  your  dangers  void  of  fear, 
When  bullets  ^w  between  the  head  and  ear. 
Whether  you  fought  by  Damme  or  the  Spirit, 
Of  you  I  ^peak. Legend  of  Cojfiatn  J<mm. 

Joseph  Tomkins  and  Joliffe  the  keeper  remained,  for 
some  time  in  silence,  as  tbey  stood  together  looking  along 
the  path  in  which  the  figures  of  the  Knight  of  Ditcbley 
and  pretty  Mistress  Alice  had  disappeared  behind  the 
trees.  They  then  gazed  on  each  other  in  doubt,  as  men 
who  scarce  knew  whether  they  stood  on  hostile  or  oo 
friendly  terms  together,  and  were  at  a  loss  how  to  open 
a  conversation.  They  heard  the  Knight's  whistle  sum- 
mon Bevis ;  but  though  the  good  hound  turned  his  head 
and  pricked  his  ears  at  the  sound,  yet  he  did  not  obey 
the  call,  but  continued  to  snufF  around  Joseph  Tomkin's 
cloak. 

<^  Thou  art  a  rare  one,  I  fear  me,"  said  the  keeper, 
looking  to  his  new  acquaintance.  *^  I  hare  heard  of  men 
who  have  charms  to  steal  both  dogs  and  deer." 

"  Trouble  not  thyself  about  my  qualities,  friend,"  said 
Joseph  Tomkins,  '^  but  bethink  thee  of  doing  thy  mas 
ter's  bidding." 

Joceline  did  not  immediately  answer,  but  at  length,  as 
if  in  sign  of  truce,  stuck  the  end  of  his  quarter-staff 
upright  in  the  ground,  and  leant  upon  it  as  he  said  gruf- 
fly,— •"  So,  my  tough  old  knight  and  you  were  at  drawn 
bilbo,  by  way  of  afternoon  service,  sir  preacher— Well 
for  you  I  came  not  up  till  the  blades  were  done  jingling 
or  I  had  rung  even-song  upon  your  pate." 


The  Independent  smiled  grimly  as  be  repliedi  *^  Nay, 
friend,  it  is  well  for  thyself,  for  never  should  sexton  have 
been  better  paid  for  tbe  keell  be  tolled.  Nevertheless, 
why  should  there  be  war  betwixt  us,  or  my  hand  be 
against  thine  f  Thou  art  but  a  poor  knave,  doing  thy 
master's  order,  nor  have  I  any  desire  that  my  own  blood 
or  thine  should  be  shed  touching  this  matter.  Thou  art, 
I  understand,  to  give  me  peaceful  possession  of  the  Palace 
of  Woodstock,  so  called — though  there  is  now  no  palace 
in  England,  no,  nor  shall  be  in  tbe  days  that  come  after, 
until  we  shall  enter  the  palace  of  the  New  Jerusalem, 
and  the  reign  of  the  Saints  shall  commence  on  earth.'* 

*^  Pretty  well  begun  already,  friend  Tomkins,"  said  the 
keeper  ;  *^  you  are  little  short  of  being  kings  already 
upon  the  matter  as  it  now  stands  ;  and  for  your  Jerusa* 
lem  I  wot  not,  but  Woddstock  is  a  pretty  nest-egg  to 
begin  with.— Well,  will  you  sbog-^will  you  on— will  you 
take  sasine  and  livery  f — ^You  heard  my  orders." 

"  Umph — I  know  not,"  said  Tomkins.  "  1  must  be- 
ware of  ambuscades  and  I  am  alone  here.  Moreover, 
it  is  tbe  High  Thanksgiving  appointed  by  Parliament, 
and  owned  to  by  the  army — also  the  old  man  and  the 
young  woman  may  want  to  recover  some  of  tfaeir  clothes 
and  personal  property»  and  I  would«not  that  they  were 
balkea  on  my  account.  Wherefore,  if  thou  wih  deliver 
me  possession  to-morrow  morning,  it  shall  be  done  in 
personal  presence  of  my  own  followers,  and  of  tl)e  Pres- 
byterian man  the  Mayor,  so  that  tbe  transfer  may  be 
made  before  witnesses ;  whereas,  were  there  none  with 
us  but  thou  to  deliver,  and  I  lo  take  possession,  the  men 
of  Belial  might  say.  Go  to,  Trusty  Tomkins  bath  been 
an  Edomite — Honest  Joe  hath  been  as  an  Ishmaelite, 
rising  up  early  and  dividing  tbe  spoil  ^ith  them  that  serv- 
ed the  .Mafi— -yea,  they  that  wore  beards  and  green 
jerkins,  as  in  remembrance  of  tbe  Man  and  of  bis  govern- 
ment." 

Joceline  fixed  his  keen  dark  eyes  upon  the  soldier  as  he 
spoke,  as  if  in  design  to  discoveir  wbetlier  there  was 
fair  play  in  his  mind  or  not.     He  then  applied  his  five 
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fingers  to  scratch  a  large  shock  head  of  hair,  as  if  that 
operation  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  come  to  a  con- 
clusion. *^This  is  all  fair  sounding,  brother,"  said  he; 
"  but  I  tell  you  plainly,  there  are  some  silver  mugs,  and 
platters,  and  flagons,  and  so  forth,  in  yonder  house,  which 
have  survived  the  general  sweep  that  sent  all  our  plate 
to  the  smelting-pot,  to  put  our  Knight's  troop  on  horse- 
back. Now,  if  thou  takest  not  these  off  my  band,  I  may 
come  to  trouble,  since  it  may  be  thought  I  have  minislied 
their  numbers. — Whereas,  I  being  as  honest  a  fe{k>w« — ** 

"  As  ever  stole  venison,"  said  Tomkins — "  nay,  1  do 
owe  thee  an  interruption." 

"  Go  to,  then,"  replied  the  keeper  ;  "  if  a  stag  may 
have  come  to  mischance  in  my  walk,  it  was  no  way  in 
the  course  of  dishonesty,  but  merely  to  keep  my  old 
dame's  pan  from  rusting;  but  }br  silver  porringers,  tank- 
ards, and  such  like,  I  would  as  soon  have  drunk  the 
melted  silver  as  stblen  the  vessel  made  out  of  it.  So 
that  1  would  not  wish  blame  or  suspicion  fell  on  me  in 
this  matter.  And  therefore,  if  you  will  have  the  things 
rendered  even  now,  why  so — ^and  if  not,  hold  me  blame- 
less." 

"  Ay,  truly  .^"  said  Tomkins  ;  "  and  who  is  to  hold  me 
blameless  if  they  «hould  see  cause  to  think  anything 
minished  ?  Not  the  right  worshipful  Commissioners,  to 
whom  the  property  of  the  estate  is  as  their  own  ;  there- 
fore, as  thou  say'st,  we  must  walk  warily  in  the  matter. 
To  lock  up  the  house  and  leave  it,  were  but  the  work  of 
simple  ones.  What  say'st  thou  to  spend  the  night  there, 
and  then  nothing  can  be  touched  without  the  knowledge 
of  us  both  f'' 

"  Why,  concerning  that,"  answered  the  keeper, "  I  should 
be  at  my  hut  to  make  matters  somewhat  conformable  for 
the  old  knight  and  Mistress  Alice,  for  my  old  dame  Joan 
is  something  dunny,  and  will  scarce  know  how  to  manage 
— and  yet,  to  speak  the  truth,  by  the  mass  I  would  rather 
not  see  Sir  Henry  to-night,  since  what  has  happed  to-day 
hath  roused  his  spleen,  and  it  is  a  peradventure  he  may 
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have  met  something  at  the  hut  which  will  scarce  tend 
to  cool  it." 

"  It  is  a  pity,"  spd  Tomkins,  **  that  being  a  gentleman 
of  such  grave  and^goodly  presence,  he  should  be  such  a 
malignant  cavalier,  and  that  he  should,  like  the  rest  of  that 
generation  of  vipers,  have  clothed  himself  with  curses  as 
with  a  garment." 

"  Which  is  as  much  as  to  say,  the  tough  old  Knight 
hath  a  habit  of  swearing,"  said  the  keeper,  grinning  at  a 
pun,  which  has  been  repeated  since  his  time  ;  **  but  who 
can  help  it  ?  it  comes  of  use  and  wont.  Were  you  now, 
in  your  bodily  self,  to  light  suddenly  on  a  Maypole,  with 
all  the  blithe  morris-dancers  prancing  around  it  to  the 
merry  pipe  and  tabor,  with  bells  jingling,  ribbons  flutter- 
ing, lads  frisking  and  laughing,  lasses  leaping  till  you 
might  see  where  the  scarlet  garter  fastened  the  light  blue 
hose,  I  think  some  feeling,  resembling  either  natural  so- 
ciality, or  old  use  and  wont,  would  get  the  better,  friend, 
even  of  thy  gravity,  and  thou  would'st  fling  thy  cuckoldy 
steeple-hat  one  way,  and  that  blood-thirsty  long-sword 
another,  and  trip  like  the  noodles  of  Hogs-Norton,  when 
the  pigs  play  on  the  organ." 

The  Independent  turned  fiercely  round  on  the  keeper, 
and  replied,  "  How  now,  Mr.  Green  Jerkin  ?  what  lan- 
guage is  this  to  one  whose  hand  is  at  the  plough  f  I  ad- 
vise thee  to  put  curb  on  thy  tongue,  lest  thy  ribs  pay  the 
forfeit." 

**  Nay,  do  not  take  the  high  tone  with  me,  brother," 
answered  Joceline  ;  "  remember  thou  hast  not  the  old 
Knight  of  sixty-five  to  deal  with,  but  a  fellow  as  bitter  and 
prompt  as  thyself — ^it  may  be  a  little  more  so— younger 
at  all  events — and  prithee,  why  shouid'st  thou  take  such 
umbrage  at  a  Maypole  i  I  would  thou  hadst  known  one 
Phil  Hazledine  of  these  parts — He  was  the  best  mor  is- 
dancer  betwixt  Oxford  and  Burford." 

The  more  shame  to  him,"  answered  the  Independent  5 
"  and  I  trust  he  has  seen  the  error  of  his  ways,  and  made 
himself  (as,  if  a  man  of  action,  he  easily  might)  fit  rbr 
4     vpt-   h 
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better  company  than  wood-huoters,  deer-stealer^,  Maid 
Marions,  swash-bucklers,  deboshed  revellers,  bloody 
brawlers,  maskers  and  mummers,  lewd  men  and  light 
women,  fools  and  fiddlers,  and  carnal  self-pleaaers  of 
every  description." 

".  Well,"  replied  the  keeper,  "  you  are  out  of  breath 
in  time  ;  for  here  we  stand  before  the  faotoua  Maypole 
of  Woodstock/' 

They  paused  in  an  open  space  of  meadovy-laiid,  beau- 
tifully skirted  by  large  oaks  and  sycamores,  one  of  which, 
as  king  of  the  forest,  stood  a  little  detached  from  the 
rest,  as  if  scorning  the  vicinity  of  any  rival.  It  was; 
scathed  and  gnarled  in  the  branches,  but  the  immense 
trunk  still  showed  to  what  gigantic  size  the  monarch  of 
the  forest  can  attain  in  the  groves  of  merry  England. 

<<  That  is  called  the  King's  Oak,"  said  Joceline  ;  ^^  the 
oldest  men  of  Woodstock  know  not  how  old  it  is ;  they 
say  Henry  used  to  sit  under  it  with  fair  Rosamond,  and 
see  the  lasses  dance,  and  the  lads  of  the  village  run  races, 
and  wrestle  fo^r  belts  or  bonnets." 

**  I  nothing  doubt  it,  friend,"  said  Tomkins  ;  *^  a  tyrant 
and  a  harlot  were  fitting  patron  and  patroness  for  such 
vanities." 

"  Thou  may'st  say  thy  say,  friend,"  replied  the  keep- 
er, *^  so  thou  lettest  me  say  mine.  There  stands  the 
Maypole,  as  thou  seest,  half  a  flight-shot  from  the  King's 
Oak,  in  the  midst  of  the  meadow.  The  King  gave  ten 
shillings  from  the  customs  of  Woodstock  to  make  a  new 
one  yearly,  besides  a  tree  fitted  for  the  purpose  out  of 
the  forest*  Now  it  is  warped  and  withered,  and  twisted 
like  a  wasted  briar-rod.  The  green,  too,  used  to  be 
close-shaved,  and  rolled  till  it  was  smooth  as  a  velvet 
mantle — now  it  is  rough  and  overgrown." 

"  Well,  well,  friend  Joceline,"  said  the  Independent, 
■<  but  where  was  the  edification  of  all  this  f — ^what  use 
of  doctrine  could  be  derived  from  a  pipe  and  tabor  ?  or 
was  there  ever  aught  like  wisdom  in  a  bagpipe  f " 

"  Ton  may  ask  better  scholars  that,"  said  Joceline  ; 
*'  but  raethinks  men  cannot  be  always  grave,  and  with 


Cb9  hat  over  their  brow,  A  young  maklea  will  hqgb  as 
a  teoder  flower  will  blow — ay,  god  a  lad  will  like  her  the 
better  for  it ;  ju^  as  the  same  blithe  spring  that  makes 
the  young  birds  whistle,  bids  the  blithe  fawns  skip. 
There  have  come  worse  daya  since  the  ioUy  old  times 
have  gofte  by  ;*^1  tell  tbee»  that  in  the  holidays  which 
you,  Mr*  Loogsword,  have  pMt  down,  I  have  seen  this 
green-sward  alive  with  merry  maidens  and  maply  fellows. 
The  good  old  r^tor  himself  thought  it  was  no  sio  to 
come  for  a  while  and  look  on,  and  his  goodly  cassock 
and  scarf  kept  us  all  in  good  order,  snd  taught  us  to 
limit  our  mirth  within  the  bounds  of  discretion.  We 
might,  it  may  be,  crack  a  broad  jest,  or  pledge  a  friendly 
cup  a  turn  too  often,  but  ittras  in  mirth  and  good  neigh- 
bourhood-^Ay,  and.  if  there  was  a  bout  at  siQgle*-stick,  ot: 
a  belly-fuU  of  boxing,  it  was  all  for  love  and  kindness  ; 
and  better  a  few  dry  blows  in  drink,  than  the  bloody  do- 
ings we  have  had  in  sober  earne;st,  since  the  presbyter's 
cap  got  above  the  bishpp's  mitre,  and  we  excnaoged  our 
goodly  rectors  and  learned  doctors,  whose  sermons  were 
all  bolstered  up  with  as  much  Greek  and  Latin  as  might 
have  confounded  the  devil  himself,  for  weavers  and  cob- 
lers,  and  such  other  pulpit  volunteers,  as — as  we  beard 
this  mornings— It  will  out." 

"  Well,  friend,"  said  the  Independent,  with  patience 
scarcely tohave  been  expected,  "I quarrel  not  with  thee 
for  nauseating  my  doctrine.  If  thine  ear  is  so  much 
tickled  with  tabor  tunes  and  morris  tripping,  truly  it  is 
not  likely  thou  shpuld'st  find  pleasant  savour  in  more 
wholesoiQe  gpd  sober  food* — But  let  us  to  the  Lodgei 
that  we  may  go  about  our  business  there  before  the  sun 
sets." 

"  Troth,  and  that  may  be  advisable  for  o^pre  reasons 
than  one,"  said  the  keeper,  '^  for  there  have  been  tales 
about  the  Lodge  which  have  made  men  afeard  to  har* 
hour  there  after  nightfall." 

"  Were  not  yon  old  Knight,  and  yonder  damsel  his 
daughtjer,  wont  to  dwell  there  ?"  said  the  Independent. 
*  My  information  said  so." 
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*'  Ay,  truly  did  they,"  said  JoceUne  ;  "  and  while 
they  kept  a  jolly  household,  all  went  well  enough  ;  for 
nothing  banishes  fear  like  good  ale.  But  after  the  best 
of  our  men  went  to  the  wars,  and  were  slain  at  Naseby 
fight,  they  who  were  left  found  the  Liodge  more  lone- 
some, and  the  old  Knight  has  been  much  deserted  of  his 
servants  : — marry,  it  might  be,  that  he  has  lacked  silver 
of  late  to  pay  groom  and  lackey." 

"  A  potential  reason  for  the  diminution  of  a  household," 
said  the  scJdier. 

"  Right,  sir,  even  so,"  replied  the  keeper.  "  Thej 
spoke  of  steps  in  the  great  gallery,  heard  by  dead  of  tjie 
night,  and  voices  that  whispered  at  noon  in  the  matted 
chambers ;  and  the  servantd^etended  that  these  things 
scared  them  away  ;  but  in  my  poor  judgment,  when 
Martinmas  and  Whitsuntide  came  round  without  a  penny- 
fee,  the  old  blue-bottles  of  serving-men  began  to  think 
of  creeping  elsewhere  before  the  frost  chilled  them — No 
devil  so  frightful  as  that  which  dances  in  the  pocket  where 
there  is  no  cross  to  keep  him  out." 

^*  You  were  reduced,  then,  to  a  petty  household  ?" 
said  the  Independent. 

"  Ay,  marry,  were  we.,"  said  Joceline  ;  "  but  we  kept 
some  half-score  together,  what  with  blue-bottles  in  the 
Lodge,  what  with  green  caterpillars  of  the  chase,  like 
him  who  is  yours  to  command  ;  we  stuck  together  till 
we  found  a  call  to  take  a  morning's  ride  somewhere  or 
other." 

/"  To  the  town  of  Worcester,"  said  the  soldiei^,  "  where 
you  were  crushed  like  vermin  and  palmer  worms,  as  you 
are?"    - 

^*  You  may  say  your  pleasure,"  replied  the  keeper ; 
*'  111  never  contradict  a  man  who  has  got  my  head  under 
his  belt.  Our  backs  are  at  the  wall,  or  you  Would  not  be 
here." 

"  Nay,  friend,"  said  the  Independent,  "  thou  riskest 
nothing  by  thy  freedom  and  trust  in  me.  I  can  be  bon 
camarado  to  a  good  soldier,  although  I  have  striven  with 


Inm  even  to  the  goiBg  down  of  the  suo— -But  here  we 
are  in  front  of  the  Lodge/' 

They  stood  accordingly  in  front  of  the  oUi  Gothic 
building,  irregularly  constructed,  and  at  diflferent  times, 
as  the  humour  of  the  English  roonarchs  led  them  to  taste 
the  pleasures  of  Woodcock  Chase,  and  to  make  such 
improvements  for  their  own  acoomraodatioB  as  the  in- 
creasing luxury  of  each  age  required.  The  oldest  part 
of  the  structure  had  been  named  by  tradition  Fair  Rosa- 
mond's Tower  ;  it  was  a  small  turret  of  great  height, 
with  narrow  windows,  and  walls  of  massive  thickness. 
The  tower  had  no  "opening  to  the  ground,  or  means  of 
descending,  a  great  part  of  the  lower  portion  being  solid 
mason-work.  It  was  traditionally  said  to  have  been  ac- 
cessible only  by  a  sort  of  small  drawbridge,  which  migltt 
be  df  opped  at  pleasure  from  a  little  portal  near  the  sum- 
mit of  the  turret,  to  the  battlements  of  another  tower  of 
the  same  constructidD,  but  twenty  feet  lower,  and  cob- 
tuning  only  a  winding  staircase,  called  in  Woodstock 
Love's  Ladder  ;  because  it  is  said,  that  by  ascending  thk 
staircase,  to  the  top  of  die  tower,  and  then  mailing  use 
of  the  drawbridge,  Henry  obtained  access  to  the  chamber 
of  his  paramour. 

This  tradition  had  been  keenly  impugned  by  Dr. 
Rochecliffe,  the  former  rector  of  Woodstock,  who  insisti- 
ed,  that  what  was  called  Rosamond's  Tower,  was  merely 
an  interior  keep,  or  citadel,  to  which  the  lord  or  warden 
of  the  castle  might  retreat,  when  other  points  of  safely 
foiled  him  ;  and  either  protract  his  defence,  or,  at  the 
worst,  stipulate  for  reasonable  terms  of  surrender.  The 
people  of  Woodstock,  jealous  of  their  ancient  traditions, 
did  not  relish  this  new  mode  of  exfdaioing  them  away  ; 
and  it  is  even  said,  th^t  the  Mayor,  whom  we  have  already 
introduced,  became  Presbyterian,  in  revenge  of  the 
doubts  oast  by  the  rector  upon  this  important  subject, 
rather  choosing  to  give  up  the  Liturgy  than  his  fixed 
belief  in  Rosamond's  Tower,  and  Love's  Ladder. 

4*      TOI-    I. 
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The  r^st  of  the  Lodgd  wss  df  connderrible  extent,  and 
of  different  ages ;  comprehendkig  a  nest  of  Nnle  eourta^ 
Mittoended  by  boiIc^gB  which  corresponded  with  each 
other,  ^(Mietimei  Wftbiiwloors,  somethtied  by  crosmg  the 
(^artd,  md  freqti^Atly  m  boA  t^ays.  The  different 
heights  of  the  buHdings  anlioiiDced  that  ihey  coold  only 
be  conneeted  by  the  usual  variety  of  staircases,  which 
exercised  the  limb^  of  our  ancestors  in  the  sixteenth  and 
eiBtrlier  centuries,  and  ^eem  sometimes  to  have  been' 
eoQtrived  for  no  oihet  purpdsei. 

The  tarfed  dud  tn^ltipiied  fronts  of  this  irregular 
building  were,  as  Dr.  Hocbecliffe  was  wont  to  sty,  an 
^b^lttte  ba«^et  to  the  architectural  aotiquary,  at  they 
T^ertiihily  cdulal^ed  ^pecimeins  of  erefry  style  which  ea^ 
feted  ftom  Ihe  ptffe  N^rma^  of  Henry  of  Anjou^  down 
to  the  cditi^fKysitie  hiilf  Gothic^  half  eltt»fcal  architeeture, 
Hff  Eflisabeth  ^and  her  duccesdciri  Accordingly  the  Rector 
wad  M)V¥self  ltd  much  eunMdu^ed  of  Woodstock  as  er^ 
mt^  HeAry  of  F«tr  Ro^mMd  ;  and  as  his  intimacy  wMl 
S^  Henry  Lee  pei^t^hhtai  emrienyce  at  all  finals  to  the 
R^yal  Lodge,  he  used  fOspen^d  whoto  dayis  iu  wandi^iilg 
irtKHit  the  tauti«[ue  ^ptrtmeutsi,  exatnhiing,  measaring^ 
studying,  and  finding  out  excellent  reasons  for  arthifedt^ 
tihAl  pecuHanvied)  which  probaMy  only  owed  their  eiist- 
mee  t&  the  fridakfeh  Ain^jr  of  t  Gotbi^c  attist*  But  th% 
old  «[«i^iqu&rittn  h^  foeeu  «xp^ed  from  bis  Hving  by  #re 
fmolertiitce  ami  li^o«ble«  of  th^  times^  and  his  ^eeessirr^ 
ffehemiith  Hoidenough^  woukl  huve  eoneider^id  0n  eteboi- 
rdte  tuv^stigatiou  of  theptHdfeueacidpfttre  and  architecture 
Tbt  blinded  tmnA  bldod'^thirsty  Piqiists^  together  with  tte 
^iseory  of  the  dtoftotoe  amou^  of  old  Normal  rtioD«rohfii, 
as  Ihtle  betted  than  k  bowmg  dowu  before  the  cftlves  4n 
Bethel,  and  a  driukiiyg  of  the  c«^  of  kbominatiDns.-^We 
return  to  the  cour^  of  our  lE^tory* 

«<Ther*ni,**  SAid  thelttdependem  Tomktaa,  a(ter  he 
liitd^ariifuHy  perui^ed  the  from  of  Ae  bui)dtti|,  **  mamy  a 
rare  motiumeht  of  ^eti  Wickedness  aboot  thn»  miscalled 
Royal  Lodge  ;  verily,  I  shall  rejoice  itiuoh  to  see  the 
same  destroyed,  yea,  burned  to  ashes,  and  the  ashes 
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ibrown  into  tM  brook  K^dron,  or  any  other  brook,  that 
the  land  may  be  cleansed  firom  the  memory  thereof, 
neither  remember  the  iniquity  with  which  their  fathers 
have  sinned." 

The  keeper  heard  him  with  secret  indignation,  and 
began  to  consider  with  himself,  whether,  as  they  stood 
bill  one  to  one,  and  without  chance  of  speedy  interference, 
he  was  not  caHed  upon,  by  his  official  duty,  to  castigate 
die  rebel  who  used  language  so  defamatory.  But  he 
fortunately  recollected,  that  the  strife  must  be  a  doubtful 
one — -diat  the  advantage  of  arms  was  against  him— and 
that,  in  especial,  even  if  he  should  succeed  in  the  combat, 
it  wonld  be  at  the  risk  of  severe  retaliation.  It  must  be 
owned,  too,  that  there  was  something  about  the  Indepen- 
dent ^  dark  and  mysterious,  so  grim  and  grave,  that  the 
more  open  spirit  of  the  keeper  felt  oppressed,  and,  if 
not  overawed,  at  least  kept  in  doubt  conceriiing  him  ; 
and  he  thought  it  wisest,  as  well  as  safest,  for  his  master 
and  bimsielf,  to  avoid  all  subjects  of  dispute,  and  know 
better  with  tvtiom  he  was  dealing,  before  he  made  either 
friend  or  etoertiy  of  him. 

The  gre^t  gate  of  the  Lodge  was  strongly  bolted, 
but  the  wicket  opened  on  Joceline's  raising  die  latch. 
There  Wad  a  "Short  passage  of  ten  feet,  which  had  been 
forraerfy  clb#ifd  by  a  portcullis  at  the  inner  end,  while 
threia  hk>^-^h6h^S  O^^ned  on  either  side,  through  which 
any  dariti^  IniWrfer  might  be  annoyed,  who,  having  sur- 

Jrised  the  firs^  g^te,  must  be  thus  exposed  to  a  severe 
re  before  he  btiuld  fb^ce  the  second.  But  the  machin* 
ery  of  the  portcdifis  was  damaged,  and  it  now  remained 
a  fixture,  brandishing  its  jaw, « well  furnished  with  iron 
iangs,  but  incapable  of  dropping  it  across  the  path  of  in- 
vaision. 

The  way,  therefore,  lay  open  to  the  great  hall,  or  outer 
vestibule  of  the  Lodge.  One  end  of  this  long  and  dusky 
apartment  was  entirely  occupied  by  a  gallery,  which  had 
hi  ancient  times  served  to  accommodate  the  musicians 
and  minstrels.  There  was  a  clumsy  stair-case  at  either 
«ide  of  it,  composed  of  entire  logs  of  a  foot  square  ;  and 
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n  each  angle  of  the  ascent  was  placed,  by  way  of  senti- 
nel, the  figure  of  a  Norman  foot-soldier,  having  an  open 
casque  on  his  head,  which  displayed  features  as  stern  as 
the  painter's  genius  could  devise.  Their  arms  were 
buff-jackets,  or  shirts  of  mail,  round  bucklers,  with  spikes 
in  the  centre,  and  buskins,  which  adorned  and  defended 
the  feet  and  ancles,  but  left  the  knees  bare.  These 
wooden  warders  held  great  swords,  or  maces,  in  their 
hands,  like  military  guards  on  duty.  Many  an  empty 
hook  and  brace,  along  the  walls  of  the  gloomy  apartment, 
marked  the  spots  from  which  arms,  long  preserved  as 
trophies,  had  been,  in  the  pressure  of  the  war,  once  more 
taken  down  to  do  service  in  the  field,  like  veterans  whom 
extremity  of  danger  recalls  to  battle.  On  other  rusty 
fastenings  were  still  displayed  the  hunting  trophies  of  the 
monarchs  to  whom  the  Lodge  belonged,  and  of  the  sylvan 
knights  to  whose  care  it  had  been  from  time  to  time 
confided. 

At  the  nether  end  of  the  hall,  a  huge,  heavy  stone- 
wrought  chimney-piece,  projected  itself  ten  feet  from  the 
wall,  adorned  with  many  a  cipher,  and  many  a  scutcheon 
of  the  Royal  House  of  England.  In  its  present  state, 
it  yawned  like  the  arched  mouth  of  a  funeral  vault,  of 
perhaps  might  be  compared  to  the  crater  of  an  extin- 
guished volcano.  But  the  sable  complexion  of  the  mas- 
sive stone- work,  and  all  around  it,  showed  that  the  time 
had  been  when  it  sent  its  huge  fires  blazing  up  the  huge 
chimney,  besides  puffing  many  a  volume  of  smoke  over 
the  heads  of  the  jovial  guests,  whose  royalty  or  nobility 
did  not  render  them  sensitive  enougli  to  quarrel  with  such 
slight  inconvenience.  On  these  occasions,  it  was  the 
tradition  of  the  house,  that  two  cart-loads  of  wood  was 
the  regular  allowance  for  the  fire  between  noon  and  cur- 
few, and  the  andirons,  or  dogs,  as  they  were  termed,  con- 
structed for  retaining  the  blazing  fire-wood  on  the  hearth, 
were  wrought  in  the  shape  of  lions  of  such  gigantic  size, 
as  might  well  warrant  the  legend.  There  were  long  seats 
of  stone  within  the  chimney,  where,  in  despite  of  the  tre- 
'^^endous  heat,  monarchs  were  sometimes  said  to  have 
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itkm  theor  statioo,  and  aauised  thMnelTos  with  bioSiog 
the  umblcM,  or  dowteU,  of  the  deer,  upOD  the  glowing  em- 
bers, with  their  owd  royal  hands,  wheo  happy  the  courtier 
who  was  invited  to  taste  the  royal  cookery.  Tradition 
was  here  also  ready  with  her  reoord,  to  show  what  merry 
gibes,  such  as  might  be  exchanged  between  prince  and 
peer,  had  flown  about  at  the  joily  banquet  which  followed 
the  Michaelmas  bunt.  She  could  tell  too,  exactly,  where ' 
King  Stephen  sat  when  he  darned  his  own  princely  hose, 
and  knew  most  of  the  old  tricks  he  had  put  upon  little 
Winkin,  the  tailor  of  Woodstock. 

Most  of  this  rude  revelry  belonged  to  the  Pkmtagenet 
times.  When  the  house  of  Tudor  acceded  to  the  throne^ 
they  were  more  chary  of  their  royal  presence,  and  feast- 
ed in  halls  and  chambers  far  within,  abandoning  the  out- 
most ball  to  the  yeomen  of  the  guard,  who  mounted 
their  watch  there,  and  passed  away  the  night  with  wassail 
and  mirth,  exchanged  sometimes  for  frightful  tales  of  ap- 
paritions and  sorceries,  which  made  some  of  those  grow 
pale,  in  whose  ears  the  trumpet  of  a  French  foeman  would 
have  sounded  as  joUily  as  a  summons  to  the  woodland 
chase. 

Joceline  pointed  out  the  peculiarities  of  the  place  to  his 
gloomy  companion  more  briefly  than  we  have  detailed 
them  to  the  reader.  The  Independent  seemed  to  listen 
with  some  interest  at  first,  but,  flinging  itsuddenly  aside, 
he  said,  in  a  solemn  tone,  ^^  Perish  Babylon,  as  thy  mas- 
ter Nebuchadnezzar  hath  perished  !  He  is  a  wanderer, 
and  tbou  shalt  be  a  waste  place— -yea,  and  a  wilderness- 
yea,  a  desert  of  salt,  in  which  there  shall  be  thirst  and 
famine." 

*<  There  is  like  to  be  enough  of  both  to-night,''  said 
Joceline,  *^  unless  the  good  Knight's  larder  be  somewhat 
fuller  than  it  is  wont." 

"  We  must  care  for  the  creature-comforts,"  said  the 
Independent,  ^^  but  in  due  season,  when  our  duties  are 
done. — Whither  lead  these  entrances  V^ 

«  Thai  to  the  right,"  replied  the  keeper,  "leads  to 
what  are  called  the  state-apartments,  not  used  since  the 
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^ear  sixteen  fauHobred  and  tfairty-oiDe,  wbea  his'bksMl 

M»je«y '' 

*  How,  sir!"  interrupted  the  Independent,  in  a  voie^ 
df  dMinder,  *^  dost  tbou  speak  of  Charles  Stuart  as  Uea- 
sifvg,  or  blessed  f^-beware   the   proclamation   to   that 

•«  I  meant  no  barm,"  answered  the  keeper,  suppres- 
'  sing  his  disposition  to  make  a  harsher  reply.  <^  My  busi<- 
nes0  is  with  boks  and  bucks,  not  with  titles  and  state 
spflkirsk  But  yet,  whatever  may  have  happed  ^nce,  that 
poor  King  was  followed  with  blessings  enough  frotii 
Woodstock,  for  he  left  a  glore  iuU  of  broad  pieces  for 
the  poor  of  the  place——'* 

«  Peaee,  friend,"  said  the  Independent ;  "  I  will  think 
thee  else  one  of  those  besotted  and  bModed  Papists,  who 
hold,  that  bestowing  of  alms  is  an  atonement  and  wash- 
ing away  of  t^  wrongs  and  oppressions  which  have 
been  wrought  by  the  almsgtrer.  Thou  sayest,  tbeiiy 
these  were  the  apartments  of  Charles  Stuart  t" 

"  And  of  his  fath^,  James,  before  him,  and  Elisabetfai 
before  Atm,  and  Moff  King  Henry,  who,  builded  tbi^ 
wing  before  them  all." 

**  And  there,  I  suppose,  the  Knight  aad  his  daughter 
dwelt  ?" 

^  No,"  replied  Joceline  }  <*  Sir  Henry  Lee  bad  too 
much  reirerence  for-^or  things  which  are  now  thought 
worth  no  reverence  at  all— 'Besides,  the  state-rooms  are 
unaired,  and  in  indiflSnrent  order,  since  of  late  years* 
The  Knight  Ranger's  apartment  lies  by  that  passage  to 
the  left." 

^'  And  whither  goes  yonder  stair  which  seems  both  to 
lead  upwards  and  downwards  f" 

**  Upwards,"  replied  the  keeper,  "  it. leads  to  many 
apartments,  used  for  various  purposes,  of  sleeping,  and 
other  accommodation.  Downwards  to  the  kitchen,  offi- 
ces, and  vaults  of  the  castle,  which  at  this  time  of  the 
evenmg,  you  cannot  see  without  lights." 
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<<  We  win  to  the  iiptittiiems  of  pmr  Knight,  ttMo^" 
said  the  htdependent.     <<  Is  there  fitting  ttocomaKxltttkM 

there  ?" 

<^  Such  as  has  served  a  person  of  conditioD,  wli»D 
lodging  is  hot^  worse  appointed,"  Answered  the  hooest 
keeper,  his  bile  rising  so  fast  that  he  added,  m  a  mutiering 
and  inaudible  tone,  ^*  so  it  may  weB  serte  a  erc^i^ttr^d 
knave  like  tHbe." 

He  acted  as  the  ifsfa^,  hdwever,  and  led  oti  toward 
die  ranger's  apartments. 

This  suit^  opened  by  i  short  passage  from  the  hail; 
secured  at  time  of  rie^d  by  tito  oaken  dotn^,  Whieh  c6aid 
be  fastened  by  Ikrge  bani  of  the  stlMe,-  that  wer<^  drawn 
oiit  of  the  wall,  dnd  ^titei^ed  fnt6  iqiik^  YMe§  ^omriyed 
for  theii'  recepticm  oft  the  other  ^dfe  of  th^  pbrtal.  At 
the  end  dfthi^  passage;  a  small  ^tttb^ftti  r^ceivei  tKdlbi 
into  whith  opfehed  the  sitting  apartmetit  of  the  g€k)d  Knight 
— which,  in  the  style  of  the  times,  migM  have  befen  term- 
ed a  fair  Summer  parlour,  lighted  by  two  orirf  windows, 
so  placed  aS  to  command  each  of  thehi  a  separate  avenue^ 
leading  distant  and  deep  into  the  forest.  The  princrpd 
ornament  bf  the  apartment,  besides  two  ot  three  fetn* 
ily  portraits  of  less  mierest,  Was  a  tslll  MMength  pie^ 
ture,  that  hong  abbVe  the  chimney-pieee,  which,  Hk« 
that  in  the  han,  was  of  heavy  stone-work^  ornament^ 
ed  with  carved  scutcheons,  emblazoned  with  varioua  de* 
vices.  The  portrait  was  that  of  a  man  abotft  fifty  yeiars 
of  age,  in  complete  plate  armour,  and  pamted  in  the 
harsh  and  dry  manner  of  Holbein — probably,  indeed,  the 
work  of  that  artist,  as  the  dates  corresponded.  Thfe  for- 
mal and  marked  angles,  points,  and  projections  of  the 
armour,  were  a  good  subject  for  the  hai*sb  pefneil  of  that 
early  school.  Thfe  face  of  the  Knight  w*s,  frotA  the 
fading  of  the  dolours,  flal*  and  dim,  Hke  that  of  some 
being  fronl  the  othfer  worid,  yet  the  lines  expressed  for- 
cibly pride  and  exultation.  He  pointed  WHh  his  leadvfig- 
staft  or  truncheon  to  the  back  groiind,  Where  tti  such  per- 
spective as  the  insist  possiess^^d,  were  depicted  the  remains 
nf  a  burning  chnrcn>  or  niOna^ery,  and  four  or  five 


soldiers^  in  red  cassocks,  bearing  awaj  in  triumph  wbal 
^N^foed  a  brazen  font  or  laver*  Above  tbeir  beads  migbt 
be  traced  in  scroll,  "  Lee  Victor  sic  voluit.^^  Right 
ojptjp#site  to  the  picture  hung,  in  a  niche  in  the  wal^  a 
complete  set  of  tiliing  armour,  the  black  and  gold  colours, 
and  ormMffients  of  which,  exactly,  corresponded  with  those 
exhibited  in  the  portrait. 

The  picture  was  one  of  those  which,  from  something 
marked  in  the  features  and  expression,  attract  the  ob- 
servation even  of  those  who  are  ignorant  of  art.  The 
Jbdependent  looked  at  it  until  a  smile  passed  transiently 
over  im  clouded  brow.  Whether  he  smiled  to  see  the 
grim  old  cavalier  employed  in  desecrating  a  religious 
house— *(an  occupation  much  conforming  to  the  practice 
of  his  own  sect) — whether  be  smiled  in  contempt  of  the 
old  painter's  harsh  and  dry  mode  of  working — or  whether 
the  sight  of  this  remarkable  portrait  revived  some  other 
ideas,  the  under-keeper  could  not  decide. 

The  smile  passed  away  in  an  instant,  as  the  soldier 
looked  to  the  oriel  windows.  The  recesses  within  them 
were  raised  a  step  or  tWo  from  the  wall.  In  one  was 
placed  a  walnut-tree  reading-desk,  and  a  huge  stuffed 
arm-chair,  covered  with  Spanish  leather.  A  little  cabinet 
stood  beside,  with  some  of  its  shuttles  and  drawers  open, 
displaying  hawks-bells,  dog-whistles,  instruments  for  trim- 
ming falcon's  feathers,  bridle-bits  of  various  construc- 
tions, and  other  trifles  connected  with  sylvan  sport. 

The  other  little  recess  was  differently  furnished. 
There  lay  some  articles  of  needle-work  on  a  small  table, 
besides  a  lute,  with  a  book  having  some  airs  written  down 
in  it,  and  a  frame  for  working  embroidery.  Some  tap- 
estry was  displayed  around  the  recess,  with  more  atten- 
tion to  ornament  than  was  visible  in  the  rest  of  the  apart- 
ment ;  the  arrangement  of  a  few  bow-pots,  with  such 
flowers  as  the  fading  season  afforded,  showed  also  the 
superintendence  of  female  taste. 

Tomkins  cast  an  eye  of  careless  regard  upon  these 
subjects  of  female  occupation*  then  stepped  into  the  far- 
ther window,  and  began  to  turn  the  leaves  of  a  folio, 
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wUeb  hy  opm  on  the  rtftdhig-dcsk,  appttremty  wkb  some 
mteresl.  Joceline,  who  bad  determiiied  to  watcb  bb 
juotioDS  witbout  inter feriag  with  tbem,  waa  ftasdiog  at 
some  distance  in  dejected  silence,  when  a  door  befaiMl 
the  tapestry  suddenly  opened,  aad  a  pretty  vtUage  maid 
tripped  out  with  a  napkin  in  bar  hand,  aa  if  she  bad  been 
about  some  household  duty. 

**  How  now.  Sir  Impudence  f "  she  aaid  to  Jeceiine, 
in  a  smart  tone  ;  ^'  what  do  you  here  prowling  about  ik^ 
apartments  when  the  master  is  not  at  borne  ?" 

But  instead  of  the  answer  which  perhaps  she  expect- 
ed, JoceUne  Joliffe  cast  a  mournful  glance  towards  the 
soldier  in  the  oriel  window,  as  if  to  make  what  be  said 
fully  incelligible,  and  replied  with  a  dejeclied  appearance 
and  voice^  ^'  Alack,  my  pretty  Phoebe,  there  come 
those  here  that  have  more  right  or  might  than  any  of  us, 
and  will  use  little  ceremony  m  cobmi^  when  tbey  wiU, 
and  staying  while  tbey  please.'^ 

He  darted  another  glance  i^  TcHOokins,  who  still  seem- 
ed busy  with  the  book  before  him,  then  sidled  close  to 
the  astonished  girl,  who  had  continued  looking  alternately 
at  the  keeper  and  at  the  stranger,  as  if  sbe  bad  been 
unafaje  to  understand  the  words  of  the  firsts. or  to  oom- 
prebepd  the  meamng  of  the  second  being  preseat* 

^^  Go,"  whispered  Joliffe,  approaching  bis  mouth  so 
near  her  cheek,  that  his  breath  waved  the  curls  of  her 
hair ;  '^  go,  my  dearest  Phcebe,  trip  it  as  fast  as  a  fawn 
down  to  my  lodge— I  will  soon  be  there,  and         " 

"  Your  lodge,  indeed  !''  said  PhaBbe ;  "  you  are  very 
bold,  for  a  poor  killbuck  that  never  frightened  any  thing 
before  save  a  dun  deer— Fo«r  lodge,  indeed  ! — lam  like 
to  go  there,  I  think." 

'^  Hush,  liush  !  Phoebe — here  is  no  time  for  jesting. 
Down  to  my  hut,  I  say,  like  a  deer,  for  the  Knight  and 
Mrs*  Alice  are  both  there,  and  I  fear  will  not  return  hith- 
er again.  All's  naught,  girl — and  our  evil  days  are  come 
at  last  with  a  vengeance — we  are  fairly  at  bay  and  fairly 
bunted  down." 
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<  Can  this  be^  JoceKiie  f "  mM  ttie  po(»r  giri^  tdninig 
to  the  keeper  with  an  exprt^sskm  of  fright  in  her  coun 
if^nance,  whieb  she  bad  faitbefto  averted  in  rural  co- 
ipietry. 

"  As  sure,  my  dearest  Phoebe^  as " 

The  rest  of  the  asseveration  was  lost  in  Phoebe's  ear, 
so  closely  did  the  keeper's  lips  approach  it ;  and  if  tbey 
approached  so  very  near  as  to  touch  her  cheek,  grief,  like 
impatience,  baiih  its  privileges,  and  poor  Phoebe  had 
enough  of  serious  alarm  to  prevent  her  from  demurring 
upon  such  a  trifle* 

But  tm  triAe  was  the  approach  of  Jocetrne's  Kps  to 
Phoebe's  pretty  though  sun-burnt  cheek,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  Independettt,  wbo^  a  linde  before  die  object 
of  Joceltite's  vigilahce^  had  been  more  lately  in  his 
torn  the  obsMver  of  thd  keeper's  demeanour,  so  soon 
as  the  interview  betwixt  F^i^ebe  and  him  had  become 
so  interesting.  And  when  he  remarked  the  ckisenese 
of  Jocellne's  argument,  be  raised  his  voice  to  a  jntch 
of  harshness  that  would  haVe  rivalled  that  of  m  un- 
greased  and  tmty  mw^  and  which  at  once  made  io- 
eeiine  and  Phodbe  eprit^  m%  feet  apart  each  in  con^aly 
diwetion^  aitd  if  Cupid  was  of  the  pai*ty,  must  have  seat 
nim  o«i  at  the  winda^  like  a  wild'^oek  flying  from  a 
eulverin.  Instantly  throwing  Inn^self  into  the  attitnd^  of 
a  preacher  and  rqprover  of  vice^  "  How  now  !•'  he  ex- 
ekifmed,  <<  ahameiess  and  ianpadeiit  a^  you  are  ! — ^Wbat 
— chambering  add  wantoning  in  our  very  presence  !^— 
How-^4iroukl  ydUfAay  your  pranks  before  the  steward  of 
the  Commtsaioners  of  the  High  Court  of  Parliament,  as 
ye  wotild  in  a  booth  at  the  fdsome  fair,  or  amidst  the 
trappings  and  tracings  of  a  profane  dancing-scbool, 
where  the  scoundrel  minstrels  make  their  ongodly  wea- 
pons to  sifueak,  *  Kiss  and  be  kind,  the  fiddler's  Mind  ?' 
-*-But  here,"  he  said,  dealing  a  perilouff  thump  upon  the 
volume—**  Here  is  the  King  and  high  priest  of  those  vices 
and  follies ! — Here  is  be,  Whom  men  of  folly  profanely 
call  nature's  miracle ! — Here  is  he,  whom  princes  obose 
for  their  cabinet-keeper,  and  whom  maids  of  honour 
take  for  their  bed-fellow ! — Here  is  the  prime  teacher  of 


fifioe  Nirotdsy  foppery  mnI  fbH^ikre  !"-^(di«iiii9  aooiber 
thump  upon  the  ^okitiM-*-^ttid  6b  I  revered  of  toe  Ro»i 
bwrgbe,  it  wa^  tbe  first  felio— -beloved  of  tke  BmrnmBtyhe^ 
it  was  HcHiniingB  aed  Cottdd-^t  was  tbe  eduio  frim* 
itps}—^'  Od  tbee,**  be  eootiiMed~''  ea  tbee,  WilUam 
^akspeatis,  1  charge  wbttevvrof  suob  lawless  kHeoess 
and  imniedest  follj  bath  defiled  tbe  laod  sinee  tby  day  I" 

*«  By  ^mass, a  beavy  aeeasatioo/'  said  JoceUaeythe 
bold  reeklessness  of  wbose  temper  could  not  be  Umg 
overawed  ;  ^^  Odds  pitbkins,  is  our  master's  old  favoarw 
ite,  Will  of  Stratford,  to  answer  for  every  bues  tbat  bas 
been  snatched  since  James's  time  f^a  periloos  reckon^ 
mg  truly— bet  I  wonder  who  is  spoosiUe  for  wfaat  lads  and  *  ^ 
la^es  did  before  bis  day  ?" 

<'  Scc^  not,"  said  tbe  soldier,  <'  lest  I,  being  eaHed 
diereto.by  llie  voice  wkhbi  me,  do  deal  with  tbee  as  a  . 
seomer.  Verily  1  say^  Aat  mee  tbe  devil  fell  from  Hea^*  • 
van,  be  never  lacked  agents  on  earth  ;  yet  nowhere  batb  ^  • 
he  met  with  a  wizard  having  such  infinite  power  over 
men's  souls  as  this  pestilent  feUow  Shakspeare.  Seeks 
a  wife  a  foul  example  for  adultery,  here  she  shall  find 
it'^^Wouki  a  man  know  how  to  train  his  fellow  to  be  a 
murderer,  bete  shall  he  find  tutoring— Would  a  ladfy 
marry  a  heathen  negro,  she  shall  have  chronicled  exam- 
ple for  jt-^WouM  afty  ene  aeorw  at  bis  Maker,  be  skaU 
be  furtrished  with  a  jest  m  tbis  beok— ^Wouk)  he  defy  his 
brdther  in  the  Aesb,  he  shaU  be  accommodated  with  a 
cballenge^^Would  you  be  draak,  Sbakspeare  wiU  cheer 
yon  widia  cup-^Would  you  pkmge  ia  sensual  pleasims^ 
he  will  soothe  you  to  indulgence,  as  with  tbe  kseivkxis 
sootids  of  a  hrte.  Thisi  I  say,  this  book  is  tke  wett4iead 
and  source  of  all  those  evils  which  have  overrun  the  laod 
like  a  torrent,  making  men  scoffers,  doubters,  denieff% 
murderers,  makebates,  and  k>vers  of  the  wine*pot,  hannt- 
ing  unclean  places,  and  attkig  long  at  the  evening-wine*. 
Away  with  him,  away  with  hioS,  Bien  of  England  !  to 
Tophet  with  his  wicked  book,  and  to  the  Vale  of  Hin«» 
«iom  with  bis  accarsed  bones  i  Verily  but  that  our  march^ 


wfts  h«8ty  when  we  ptased  Stratford,  to  the  year  1^4% 
with  Sir  William  Wallet ;  but  tbat  our  march  was  hasty**-" 

^^  Beeause  Prince  Rupert  was  after  you  with  bii 
cavaliers,"  muttered  the-meorrigible  Joceline. 

^^  I  say,"  continued  the  zealous  trooper,  raising  bit 
Foice  and  extending  his  arm-*-''  but  that  our  march  wa^ 
by  command  hasty,  and  that  we  turned  not  aside  in  our 
ridings  dosing  our  ranks  each  one  upon  Jthe  other  as  be- 
eonBes  men  of  war,  I  bad  torn  on  that  day  the  bones  of 
that  preceptor  of  vice  and  debauchery  from  the  grave^ 
and  given  them  to  the  next  dunghill.  I  would  have  made 
his  memory  a  scoff  and  a. hissing  !" 
^  'v  ''  That  is  tlie  bitterest  thing  he  has  said  yet,"  observed 

^     the  keeper.      ''  Poor  Will  would  have  liked  the  hissing 
worse  than  all  the  rest." 

**  Will  the  gentleman  say  any  more  ?"  inquired  Phmbe 

'^  * .     %  'in  a  whisper.      "  Lack*a-day,  he  talks  brave  words,  if 

**^       -^dne  knew  but  what  they  meant.      But  it  is  a  mercy  our 

O  S^^  Knight  did  not  see  him  ruffle  the  book  at  that  rate 

«— Mercy  on  us,  there  would  certainly  have  been  blood- 

,   sh6d«r-*But  oh  the  father — see  bow  he  is  twisting  his  face 

about !-— Is  be  ill  of  the  colic,  think'st  thou,  Joceline  ^ 

Or,  may  I  offer  him  a  glass  of  strong  waters  .^" 

"  Hark  thee  hither,  wench !"  said  ibe  keeper,  *'  he 
is  but  loading  his  blunderbuss  lor  another  volley ;  and 
while  he  turns  up  his  eyes,  and  twists  about  his  face,  and 
clenches  his  6st,  and  shuffles  and  tramples  with  his  feet  in 
thiU  fashion,  he  is  bound  to  take  no  notice  of  any  thing. 
I  would  be  sworn  to  cut  bis  purse,  if  he  bad  one,  from 
his  side,  without  his  feeling  it." 

''  La  !  Joceline,"  said  Phoebe,  ''  and  if  he  abides  here 
f  in  this  turn  of  times,  I  dare  say  the  gentleman  will  be 

easily  served." 

''  Care  not  thou  about  that,"  said  Joliffe ;  ''  but  tell 
me  softly  and  hastily,  what  is  in  the  pantry  f " 

''  Small  house-keeping  enough,"  said  Phoebe,  ''  a  cold 
capon  and  some  comfits^  and  thd^eat  standing  venison 
pasty,  with  plenty  of  spice— ^  minchet  or  two  besides 
atid  that  is  all." 
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**  Well,  it  will  serve  for  a  pinch — wrap  tiiy  cloak  round 
thy  comely  body — get  a  basket  and  a  brace  of  trenchers, 
and  towels,  they  are  heinously  impoverished  down  yon« 
der— carry  down  the  capon  and  the  manchets — the  pasty 
must  abide  with  this  same  soldier  and  roe,  and  the  pie- 
crust will  serve  us  for  bread." 

"  Rarely,"  said  Phoebe  ;  "  I  made  the  paste  myself  \ 

— it  is  as  thick  as  the  walls  of  Fair  Rosamond's  Tower."  \ 

^*  Which  two  pair  of  jaws  would  be  k>ng  in  gnawing 
through,  work  hard  as  they  might,"  said  the  keeper. 
"  But  what  liquor  is  there  ?" 

^'  Only  a  bottle  of  Alicant,  and  one  of  sack,  wiiJi  ifae 
stone  jug  of  strong  waters,"  answered  Phoebe. 

*<  Put  the  wine-flasks  into  thy  basket,"  said  Joeeline, 
**  the  Knight  must  not  lack  his  evening  draught^— and 
down  with  thee  to  the  hut  like  a  lapwing.  There  is 
enough  for  supper,  and  to-morrow  is  a  new  day.  Ha  !  .  • 
by  heaven  I  thought  yonder  man's  eye  watched  us — No 
—he  only  rolled  it  round  him  in  a  brown  study — Deep 
enough  doubtless  as  they  all  are.  But  d— n  him,  he 
must  be  bottomless  if  1  cannot  sound  him  before  the 
night's  out.     Hie  thee  away,  Phoebe."  ' 

But  Phoebe  was  a  rural  coquette,  and,  aware  that 
Joceline's  situation  gave  him  no  advantage  of  avenging 
the  challenge  in  a  fitting  way,  she  whispered  in  his  ear, 
"  Do  you  think  our  Knight's  friend,  Shakspeare,  really 
found  out  all  these  naughty  devices  the  gentleman  spoke 
of?" 

Off  she  darted  while  she  spoke,  while  Jolifie  menaced 
future  vengeance  with  his  finger,  as  he  muttered,  ^'  Go 
thy  way,  Phoebe  Mayflower,  the  lightest-footed  and  light- 
est-hearted wench  that  ever  tripped  the  sod  in  Woodstock- 
park  ! — After  her,  Bevis,  and  bring  her  safe  to  our  master 
at  the  hut."  ^ 

The  large  greyhound  arose  like  a  human  servitor 
who  had  received  an  order,  and  followed  Phoebe  through 
the  hall,  first  licking  her  hand  to  make  her  sensible  of 
his  presence,  and  then  putting  himself  to  a  slow  troU  so 
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as  best  to  accommodate  himself  to  the  light  pace  of  her_ 
whom  he  convoyed,  whom  Joceline  had  not  extolled  for 
her  activity  without  due  reason.     While  Phcebe  and  her 
guardian  thread  the  forest  glades,  we  return  to  the  lodge. 

The  Independent  now  seemed  to  start  as  if  from  a 
reverie.     "  Is  the  young  woman  gone  .'*"  said  he. 

**  Ay,  marry  is  she,"  said  the  keeper  ;  "  and  if  your 
worship  hath  farther  commands,  you  must  rest  contented 
with  male  attendance." 

"  Commands — umph — I  think  the  damsel  might  have 
tarried  for  another  exhortation,"  said  the  soldier — "  truly, 
I  profess  my  mind  was  much  inclined  toward  her  for  her 
edification." 

"  Oh,  sir,"  replied  JoBffe,  "  she  will  be  at  church 
next  Sunday,  and  if  your  military  reverence  is  pleased 
again  to  hold  forth  amongst  us,  she  will  have  use  of  the 
doctrine  with  the  rest.  But  young  maidens  of  these 
parts  hear  no  private  homilies.  And  what  is  now  your 
pleasure  ?  Will  you  look  at  the  other  rooiils,  and  at  the 
few  plate  articles  which  have  been  left  .^" 

"  Umph — no,"  said  the  Independent — "  it  wears  late, 
and  gets  dark — thou  hast  the  means  of  giving  us  beds, 
friend  .^' 

"  Better  you  never  slept  in,"  replied  the  keeper. 

**  And  wood  for  a  fire,  and  a  light,  and  some  small 
pittance  of  creature-comforts  for  refreshment  of  the  out- 
ward man  .?"  continued  the  soldier. 

"  Without  doubt,"  replied  the  keeper,  displaying  k 
prudent  anxiety  to  gratify  this  important  personage. 

In  a  few  minutes  a  great  standing  candlestick  Was 
placed  on  an  oaken  table.  The  mighty  venison  pasty, 
adorned  with  parsley,  was  placed  on  the  board  on  a  clean 
napkin ;  the  stone-bottle  of  strong  waters,  with  a  black- 
jack full  of  ale,  formed  comfortable  appendages  ;  and  to 
this  meal  sat  down  in  social  manner  the  soldier  occupy- 
Ihg  a  great  elbow-chair,  and  the  keeper,  at  his  invitation 
using  the  more  lowly  accommodation  of  a  stool,  at  the 
bpposite  side  of  the  table.  Thus  agreeably  employed, 
our  history  leaves  their  for  the  present. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


-''  VoD  path  cf  greensward 


WindinNBid  by  fpany  grat  and  gajr  paivilioB : 
Taere  it  BO  fliiit  to  gall  thy  tender  fool, 
Tbare's  reacfy  ihelter  from  eadb  breeia,  or  ibowar. 
Bui  Duty  guides  not  that  way— see  her  stand, 
With  wand  entwined  with  amarauth,  near  yon  cfifis. 
Oft  where  she  leads  thy  blood  must  mark  thy  fbofstept, 
OA  where  she  leads  thy  head  most  bear  the  stetm, 
And  thgrdkrank  ibrok  eadnw  hMt,  «old,  aad  tmnger ; 
But  she  wiU  guida  thee  np  lo  neUe  bei§hts, 
Which  he  who  gains  seems  native  of  the  sky, 
While  earthly  things  lie  stretchM  beneath  his  feet, 
Diminished,  shruAk,  and  valoeless.<^~— itnoiiyaunit. 

The  reader  cantiot  htrre  tbt^otttn  that  after  his  scuffle 
with  the  commonweahb  8ol(fi^^  Sir  Hetiry  Lee,  with  his 
daoghter  AKce,  had  departed  to  fake  refuge  in  the  hut 
of  the  stout  keeper  JoceliAe  Mkfk.  They  walked  sYow, 
as  before,  for  the  old  Knight  was  at  once  oppressed  by 
p«frcefvifig  these  last  Tesliges  bt  tojruhy  Ml  itito  the  hands 
at  repabneans,  and  by  the  recoJteetioh  t)f  bis  recent  de- 
fe«it%  At  times  he  paused,  and  with  his  aftns  folded  on 
his  fodHofid,  recalled  aH  the  ^cumstances  attendhig  his 
^^ij^tsiM  from  a  house  so  long  hi#  home.  It  seemed  to 
hkfT  that>  Kke  the  champtoni  of  romance  of  whom  he  had 
som^^im^  read,  be  himself  was  retiring  from  the  post 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  guard,  defeated  by  a  Paynim 
Ridgtift,  for  wh^m  the  Adventure  had  been  reserved  by 
Pale*  AHc^  had  her  own  pairtfol  subjects  of  i-efeollection, 
it»  Had  the  le^^br  of  het  last  c6ttversaiion  with  her  father 
b^a  S5  plitosfAht  as  to  Make  her  anxious  to  renew  it 
MM  ht§  temper  ^OuM  be  more  composed  ;  for,  with  an 
etli^^dllefit  disposition,  and  much  love  to  his  daughter,  age 
Afitd  firisforltUiei^  vfhieh^f  lafe  came  thicker  and  thicker, 
bM  gi^Cto  t^^e  gbotf  Knight's  passions  i  wayward  it- 
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ritability  unkppwii  to  his  better  days.     His  daughter 
and  one  or  two  attached  servants,  who  still  followed 
his  decayed   fortunes,  soothed  his  frailty  as  much  as 
possible,  and  pitied  him  even  while  they  suffered  under 
its  effects. 

It  was  a  long  time  ere  he  spoke,  and  then  he  referred 
to  an  incident  already  noticed.  ''  It  is  strange,"  he  said, 
'*  that  Bevis  sb<>ald  have  followed  Joceline  and  that  fel- 
low rather  than  me." 

"  Assure  yourself,  sir,"  replied  Alice,  "  that  his  sa- 
gacity saw  in  this  man  a  stranger,  whom  he  thought  him- 
self obliged  to  watch  circumspectly,  and  therefore  he 
remained  with  Joceline." 

"  Not  so,  Aliee,"  answered  Sir  Henry  ;  "  he  leaves 
me  because  my  fortunes  have  fled  from  me.  There  is  a 
feeling  in  nature,  affecting  even  the  instinct,  as  it  is  call- 
ed, of  dumb  animals,  which  teaches  them  to  fly  from 
misfortune.  The  very  deer  there  will  butt  a  sick  or 
wo.unded  buck  from  the  herd ;  hurt  a  dog,  and  the  whole 
kennel  will  fall  on  him  and  worry  bim  ^  fislies  devour 
their  own  kind  when  they  are  wounded  with  a  spear  ;  cut 
a  crow's  wing,  or  break  his  leg,  the  others  will  buffist  it 
to  death." 

'^  That  may  be  true  of  the  more  irrational  kinds  €i 
animals  among  each  other,"  said  Alice,  '^  for  their  whole 
life  is  well  nigh  a  warfare ;  but  the  dog  leaves  his  own 
race  to  attach  himself  to  ours ;  forsakes,  for  his  master, 
the  company,  food,  and  pleasure  of  bis  own  kiad  ;  and 
surely  the  fidelity  of  such  a  devoted  and  voluntary  ser<« 
vant  as  Bevis  hath  been  in  particular,  ought  not  lo  be 
lightly  suspected." 

'^  I  am  not  angry  wkh  the  dog,  Alice ;  I  am  only  sorry,** 
replied  her  father.  ^^  I  have  read,  in  faithful  cbronickijt 
that  when  Richard  II.  and  Henry  of  Bolingbrpke  were 
at  Berkeley  Castle,  a  dog  of  the  same  kind  deserted  the 
King,  whom  he  had  always  attended  upon,  and  attached 
himself  to  Henry,  whom  he  then  saw  for  the  first  time 
Richard  foretold,  from  the  desertion  of  his  favourite,  his 
approaching  deposition.^    The  dog  was  afterwards  kspIC 
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at  Woodstock,  and  Bevis  »  said  to  be  of  bis  breed, 
irbich  was  heedfuUy  kept  up.  Wbat  I  isigbt  foretell  of 
mischief  from  his  desertioo,  I  cannot  guess,  but  my  mind 
assures  me  it  bodes  no  good." 

There  was  a  distant  rustling  among  the  withered  leaves^ 
a  bouncing  or  galloping  sound  on  the  path,  and  the  fa- 
vourite dog  instantly  joined  his  master. 

^*  Come  into  court,  old  knave,"  said  Alice.  cbeerfuUyi 
**  and  defend  thy  character,  which  is  well  nigh  endanger- 
ed by  this  absence,"  but  the  dog  only  paid  her  courtesy 
by  gambolling  around  them,  and  mstantly  plunged  back 
again,  as  fast  as  he  could  scamper. 

"  How  now,  knave  ?"  said  the  Knight ;  ^^  thou  art 
too  well  trained,  surely,  to  take  up  the  chase  without  or- 
ders?" A  minute  more  showed  them  Phoebe  May  Bower 
approaching,  her  light  pace  so  little  impeded  by  the  bur- 
den which  she  bore,  that  she  joined  her  roaster  and  young 
mistress  just  as  they  arrived  at  the  keeper's  hut,  which 
was  the  boundary  of  their  journey.  Bevis,  who  had  shot 
a-bead  to  pay  his  compliments  to  Sir  Henry  his  master, 
bad  returned  again  to  bis  immediate  duty,  the  escorting 
Phoebe  and  her  cargo  of  provisions.  The  whole  party 
stood  presently  assembled  before  the  door  of  the  keeper's 
hut. 

In  better  times,  a  substantial  stone  habitation,  fit  for  the 
yeoman-keeper  of  a  royal  walk,  had  adorned  this  place. 
A  fair,  spring  gushed  out  near  the  spot,  and  once  traver- 
sed yards  and  courts,  attached  to  well-built  and  conven- 
ient kennels  and  mews.  But  in  some  of  the  skirmishes 
whksh  were  common  during  the  civil  wars,  this  little 
sylvan  dwelling  had  been  attacked  and  defended,  storm- 
ed and  burnt.  A  neighbousing  squire  of  tbe  parlia- 
ment side  of  the  question,,  took  advantage  of  Sir  Henry 
Lee's  absence,  who  was  then  in  Charles's  camp,  and 
of  the  decay  of  tbe  royal  cause,  and  bad,  without 
scruple,  carried  off  the  hewn  stcmes,  and  such  build- 
ii^  materials  as  the  fire  left  unconsumed,  and  repair- 
ed bis  own  manor-bouse  with  them.  The  yeoman 
keeper,  therefore,  our  firiend  Joceline,  had  construct* 
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ed  kt  b»  own  aecommodfttion,  and  that  oi  die  old  womm 
he  called  his  dame,  a  wattled  hut,  such  as  his  own  labour, 
with  that  of  a  neighbour  or  two,  had  erected  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days.  The  walls  were  plastered  with 
clay,  white-washed,  and  covered  with  vines  and  other 
creeping  plants ;  the  roof  was  neatly  thatched,  and  the 
whole,  though  merely  a  hut,  had,  by  the  neat-handed 
Jolifie,  been  so  arranged  as  not  to  disgrace  the  condition 
of  the  dweller.  * 

The  Knight  advanced  to  the  entrance  ;  but  the  inge- 
nuity of  tlie  architect,  for  want  of  better  lock  to  the 
door,  which  itself  was  but  of  wattles  curiously  twisted, 
had  contrived  a  mode  of  securing  the  latch  on  the  inside 
with  a  pin,  which  prevented  it  from  rising  ;  and  in  this 
manner  it  was  at  present  fastened.  Conceiving  that  this 
was  some  precaution  of  Joiiff&'s  old  house-keeper,  of 
whose  deafness  they  were  all  aware.  Sir  Henry  raised  his 
voice  to  demand  admittance,  but  in  rain.  Irritated  at 
this  delay,  he  pressed  the  door  at  once  with  foot  and  hand, 
in  a  way  which  the  frail  barrier  was  unable  to  resist ;  it 
gave  way  accordingly,  and  the  Knight  thus  forcibly  eo* 
tered  the  kitchen,  or  outward  apartment,  of  his  servant* 
In  the  midst  of  the  floor,  and  with  a  posture  which  indi<' 
cated  embarrassment,  stood  a  youthful  stranger,  ia  a 
riding-suit. 

"  This  may  be  my  last  act  of  authority  here,"  said  th^ 
Knfght,  seizing  the  stranger  by  the  collar,  **  but  I  am  still 
Ranger  of  Woodstock  for  this  night  at  least — ^Who,  or 
what  art  thou  ?" 

The  stranger  dropped  the  riding-<-mantle  in  which  his 
face  was  muffled,  and  at  the  tame  time  fell  on  one  knee 

*^  Your  poor  kinsman,  ^Markham  Everard,*'  he  said, 
"  who  came  hither  for  your  sake,  although  be  fears  you 
will  scarce  make  him  welcome  for  his  own." 

Sir  Henry  started  back,  but  recovered  himself  in  an 
instant,  as  one  who  recollected  that  he  had  a  part  of  dig- 
nity to  perform.  He  stood  erect,  therefore,  and  replied, 
with  considerable  assumption  of  stately  ceremony  : 


"  Fair  kkiaoian,  it  pleaaes  ma  that  jrou  are  coim  to 
Woodstock  upoa  the  very  first  night  that,  for  voMny  years 
which  have  past,  is  likely  to  promise  you  a  worthy  or  a 
welcome  recepUon." 

"  Now  God  grant  it  be  so,  that  I  rightly  bear  and  duly 
understand  you,''  said  the  young  man  ;  while  Alice, 
though  she  was  silent,  kept  her  looks  fixed  on  her  father's 
face,  as  if  desirous  to  know  whether  his  meaning  was 
kind  towards  his  nephew,  which  her  knowledge  of  his 
character  inclined  her  greatly  to  doubt. 

The  Knight  meanwhile  darted  a  sardonic  look,  first  on 
his  nephew,  then  on  his  daughter,  and  proceeded — *^  I 
need  not,  I  presume,  inform  Mr-  Markham  Everard  that 
it  cannot  be  our  purpose  to  entertain  him,  or  even  to  offer 
him  a  seat  in  this  poor  hut." 

^^  1  will  attend  you  most  willingly  to  the  Lodge,"  said 
the  young  gentleman.  **  I  had,^  indeed,  judged  you  were 
already  there  for  the  evening,  apd  feared  to  intrude  upon 
you.  But  if  you  would  permit  me,  my  dearest  uncle,  to 
esccNTt  my  kinswoman  and  you  back  to  the  Lodge,  believe 
me,  amongst  all  which  you  have  so  often  done  of  good 
and  kind,  you  never  conferred  benefit  tliat  will  be  so 
dearly  prized."  ^ 

"  You  mistake  roe  greatly,  Mr.  Markham  Everard," 
replied  the  Knight.  *^  It  is  not  our  purpose  to  return  to 
the  Lodge  to-night,  nor,  by  Our  Liady,  to-morrow  ^either. 
I  meant  but  to  intimate  to  you,  in  aU  courtesy,  that  at 
Woodstock  Liodge  you  will  find  those  for  whom  you  are 
fitdng  society,  and  who,  doubtless,  wiU  afford  you  a  willing 
welcome  ;  which  I,  sir,  in  this  mj  present  retreat,  do  not 
presume  to  offer  to  a  person  of  your  copsequence." 

"  For  Heaven's  sake,"  said  th^  you^g  man,  turning  to 
Alice,  <<  tell  me  how  I  am  tp  ^nderfit^^[l()  language  so 
mysterious." 

Alice,  to  prevent  his  increasing  the  restrained  anger  of 
ner  father,  compelled  herself  to  answer,  though  it  was 
with  difficulty,  "  We  are  expelled  from  the  Lodge  by 
soldiers." 


50  WOODSTOCK. 

*'  ExpeUed^by  soldiers  !"  exclaimed  Everard,  in 
surprise — "  there  is  no  legal  warrant  for  this.** 

*'  None  at  all,"  answered  the  Knight,  in  the  same  tone 
of  cutting  irony  which  he  had  ail  along  used,  "  and  yet 
as  lawful  a  warrant,  as  for  aught  that  has  been  wrought 
in  England  this  twelvemonth  and  more.  ¥bu  are,  I  thinkr, 
or  were,  an  Inns-of-Court  man — marry,  sir,  your  enjoy- 
ment of  your  profession  is  like  that  lease  which  a  prodigal 
wishes  to  have  of  a  wealthy  widow.  You  have  already 
survived  the  law  which  you  studied,  and  its^  expiry  doubt- 
|p<ss  has  not  been  without  a  legacy — some  decent  pick- 
ings, some  merciful  increases,  as  the  phrase  goes.  You 
have  deserved  it  two  ways — ^you  wore  buff  and  bando- 
lier, as  well  as  wielded  pen  and  ink — ^I  have  not  heard 
if  you  held  forth  UX)." 

"  Think  of  me  and  speak  of  me  as  harshly  as  you 
will,  sir,"  said  Everard,  submissively,  **  I  have  but,  in 
this  evil  time,  guided  myself  by  my  conscience,  and  my 
father's  commands." 

"  O,  an  you  talk  of  conscience,"  said  the  old  Knight, 
"  I  must  have  mine  eye  upon  you,  as  Hamlet  says. 
Never  yet  did  Puritan  cheat  so  grossly  as  when  he  was 
appealing  to  his  conscience  ;  and  as  for  ihy  father ** 

He  was  about  to  proceed  in  a  tone  of  the  sanie  invec- 
tive, when  the  young  man  interrupted  him,  by  saying,  in 
a  firm  tone,  "  Sir  Henry  Lee,  you  have  ever  been  thought 
noble — Say  of  me  what  you  will,  but  speak  not  of  my  fath- 
er what  the  ear  of  a  son  should  not  endure,  and  which  yet 
his  arm  cannot  resent.  To  do  me  such  wrong  is  to  insult 
an  unarmed  man,  or  to  beat  a  captive." 

Sir  Henry  paused,  as  if  struck  by  the  remark.  "  Thou 
hast  spoken  truth  in  that,  Mark,  wert  thou  the  blackest 
Puritan  whom  hell  ever  vomited,  to  distract  an  unhappy 
country." 

"  Be  that  as  you  will  to  think  it,"  replied  Everard  , 
"  but  let  me  not  leave  you  to  the  shelter  of  this  wretched 
hovel.  The  night  is  drawing  to  storm — let  me  but  con- 
duct you  to  the  Lodge,  and  expel  those  intruders,  who 
can  as  yet  at  least  have  no  warrant  for  what  they  do.     I 
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will  QOt  linger  a  momeDt  behind  tbem,  save  just  to  deliver 
my  father's  message.^*GraDt  me  but  this  much  for  the 
love  you  once  bore  me !" 

"  Yes,  Mark,"  answered  bis  uncle,  firmly,  but  sorrow- 
fully, "  tliou  speakest  truth — I  did  love  thee  once.  The 
bright-haired  boy  whom  I  taught  to  ride,  to  shoot,  to 
bunt — whose  hours  of  happiness  were  spent  with  me 
wherever  those  of  graver  labours  were  employed — I  did 
love  that  boy — ay,  and  I  am  weak  enough  to  love  even 
the  memory  of  what  he  was. — But  he  is  gone,  Mark — 
he  is  gone  ;  and  in  his  room  1  only  behold  an  avowed 
and  determined  rebel  to  his  religion  and  to  his  kmg— a 
rebel  more  detestable  on  account  of  bis  success,  the 
more  infamous  through  the  plundered  wealth  with  which 
he  hopes  to  gild  his  villany. — ^But  I  am  poor,  thou  think'st, 
and  should  bold  my  peace,  lest  men  say,  *  Speak,  sirrah, 
when  you  should.'  Know,  however,  that  indfgent  and 
plundered  as  I  am,  I  feel  myself  dishonoured  in  holding 
even  but  this  much  talk  with  the  tool  of  usurping  rebels. 
— Go  to  the  Lodge,  if  thou  wilt— yonder  lies  the  way- 
hut  think  not  that  to  regain  my  dwelling  there,  or  all  the 
wealth  I  ever  possessed  in  my  wealthiest  days,  I  would 
willingly  accompany  thee  three  steps  on  the  greensward. 
If  I  must  be  thy  companion,  it  shall  be  only  when  thy 
red-coats  have  tied  my  hands  behind  me,  and  bound  my 
legs  beneath  my  horse's  belly.  Thou  may'st  be  my  fel- 
low-traveller then,  I  grant  thee,  if  thou  wilt,  but  not 
sooner." 

Alice,  who  suffered  cruelly  during  this  dialogue,  and 
was  well  aware  that  farther  argument  would  only  kindle 
the  Knight's  resentment  still  more  highly,  ventured  at 
last,  in  her  anxiety,  tp  make  a  sign  to  her  cousin  to  break 
off  the  interview,  and  to  retire,  since  her  father  com-  ' 
manded  his  absence  in  a  manner  so  peremptory.  Un- 
happily she  was  observed  by  Sir  Henry,  who,  concludins; 
that  what  he  saw  was  evidence  of  a  private  understand- 
ing betwixt  the  cousins,  his  wrath  acquired  new  fuel,  and 
€  required  the  utmost  exertion  of  self-command,  and 
6    vol-  i..  . 
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k'^dbRectioh  of  ielH  t!^t  vrad  <ftie  td  hh  own  di^bity,  to 
ilifhublfe  hittt  td  V6il  Ws  fe^l  ftiry  ond^V  the  saftife  ironical 
inanner  which  he  had  adopted  at  fh^  begfrfhing  of  tht^ 

^'  If  thdd  krt  afraid,''  he  skid,  «•  to  trae6  mir  foi'estJ- 
^ade^  b)r  flight,  H&spected  strifnger,  t6  whom  1  am  periiapi^ 
tiduild  tb  do  l(bn6uir  as  il^  Sd^c^ssoi'  in  the  dhai^^  6f 
th6^  Wfttk^,  b^^  ^^hi»  «6  be  a  ti^bdest  dam^].  Who  will 
bfe  most  Willlrtg  to  Wait  ofi  thee,  aWd  bfe  thy  bow-beai^^i- 
;^Only  ftir  her  moth^'s  sake,  M  thi^hfe  p^^  ^ome  ili^ 
iorrti  of  ifeai^riagfe  betWeeft  you-^Ve  he^  do  Hdense  ot 
pipfe*t  ih  ft^ite  happy  days,  biit  may  bb  bucfctei  like 
begg^W  hi  a  ditch,  With  a  hedge  fi>i-  k  bitorch  h!rfof,  and 
i  tibker  Wr  a  priest,  t  ctaVe  pai^ddtt  df  ydu  for  Vnakin^ 
^ucti  ati  offitiiouls  kfld  siihple  re^ueit^^jierhaifW  yo^  are  * 
itanter-^r  one  6f  the  ftrnkily  of  Ldte,  6r  hold  rhaiiriagi^ 
¥!tes  a!s*  dtin^^^essary,   ^   Knip^rdoH^g,   or  Jack  of 

**^  F(^  rhercy*s  sake,  forbe^hihich  di^eftMuA  jfe^Jng,  tny 
tklhter !  ahd  do  ^b,  fthirkhattf^,  h^ati!^,  ta  Gbd'S  n^uhe 
IKid  leafVe  tis  kb  blii-  fat^-^Ydufr  pifeiiertC^  nifAkes  hiy  (h 
ttr^iraVe.'' 

**  {feirtihg;  !**  said  Sir  Hifttiry,  "  I  Wa*  ni^Ver  riw^e  se*- 
ridu^j^iWa^ng  t-i^l  Was  tie^ftr  m6^e  cbroposed.  I  c6ukl 
h&vet  bVbok  thatfkkrebood  shoald  approach  me-^I  wouM 
ho  mote  bear  by  n^y  sideadii^onbured  daughter  thaa  A 
Idish<yd6ured  sWdrd  ;  and  this  unhappy  day  hath  sboWt^ 
that  both  can  fail." 

**  Sir  toenry,'*  snid  young  EVerard,  "  toad  not  your 
soul  with  k  h^Hv^  cribl^,  wbic)^  be  aissurM  you  do,  itt 
treating  your  daughter  ttiu^  uAfjustiy  It  is  long  ndW 
^  since  you  detiied  h^i*  tortie,  wbfen  We  Wet-e  poot  And  yoii 
were  powerful.  1  atqitiesc^d  In  ydur  prohibition  of  all 
suit  and  in^cothfsb.  Ood  krtowefli  WhAt  I  suffered-^ 
but  I  acqdi^sc6d.  Neither  ill  ?t  t6  n^tteW  thy  suit  that  1 
now  come  hhlfa^r,  and  hav^,  I  do  iacknowledge,  ^ugfat 
speech  of  her"— not  for  her  own  sake  obly,  but  for  yoai^ 
also.  De^Udtidh  hidVdtiB  dver  y^,  k'^dy  to  close  h^ 
pinions  to  stoop,  and  her  talons  to  clutch^-^Y^,  silr,  look 
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i^oiitemptuous  as  you  wiD,  such  is  tbe  ctse  !  and  his  lo 
protect  both  you  and  ber  that  I  am  here." 

"  You  refuse  then  my  fmgift,"  sM  Sir  Henry  Lee ; 
**  or  periiaps  you  think  it  loaided  with  too  bard  ooodi'> 
tioDs  ?•• 

*^  Sit9eme^  iliaaie  on  you.  Sir  Henry  V*  said  Evertrd^ 
waaticig  warm  in  his  turn  ^  *^  hare  your  political  preiu«- 
dices  so  utterly  #arped  «v«ry  Teeling  of  a  father,  that 
you  can  speak  with  bitter  mockery  and  scorn  of  whiU 
concerns  your  own  daughter's  honour  ?--*Hold  up  your 
head,  fair  Alice,  and  tell  your  father  he  has  forgotten 
nature  in  his  fantastic  spirit  of  byaIty**^Ktiow,  Sir  Hein 
ry,  that  though  I  wouM  prefer  your  daughter's  hand  lo 
every  blessing  whidi  Heaven  could  bestow  an  tne,  I 
Would  not  accept  it^^my  consoieace  would  notpermh 
me  to  de  so^-^^^hen  I  knew  itiroust  withdrdw  ber  fmn 
her  duty  to  you/' 

**  Your  eonsdence  is  oyer  SGrupubus,  young  man  i 
carry  it  to  some  dissenting  rabbi,  and  he,  who  takes  all 
Ibi^  comes  to  net,  ivitl  teach  thee  it  is  sinning  against 
our  mercieU  to  refine  any  good  .thing  that  is  freely  dfibt^ 
ed  lo  us/' 

^  When  it  is  fre^y  aftred,  «nd  kbdly  ofrered^^iiot 
when  the  ofier  is  made  In  iroDy  and  insdtj-^are  thee 
well,  Alico"*^  Htight  could  inake  me  desire  to  j)if6ithy 
diy  father^  wild  wvsh  'to  cast  thee  feom  him  m  a  moment 
of  u&worthy  suspicion,  it  would  be  that  wb3e  indulging . 
in  soch  aetitiments.  Sir  Hearry  Lee  is  tyruanieally  ep* 
pressing  the  creirtore,  wbo  of  i^  others  is  mott  deptndeut 
on  Us  'kiiidli6ss— *4wIio  of  all  others  will  moat  fee]  fate 
severity^^Hand  whom,  of  all  others,  hie  is  most  bound  to 
cfaertsh  afid  support." 

**  Do  not  fear  for  me,  Mr.  Everar^"  eKchiraed  Alice, 
troused  finotti  ber  timidity  by  a  dread  of  die  consequences 
taoi  unlikely  to  ensue,  wh^re  civil  war  set  rehitions,  as 
well  as  fellow-cttiBens,  in  opposition  to  each  other.^^^ 
^  <%,  begone,  I  <xl»jme  you  begone !  NoChfaig  stands 
betwixt  me  ^and  nqrlither'^  kindhiess,  but  diese  itikafff 
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family  divisions— but  your  ill-timed  presence  here — For 
heaven's  sake  leave  us  !"  ^ 

"  Soh,  mistress  !"  answered  the  hot  old  cavalier  ; 
"  you  play  lady  paramount  already  ;  and  who  but  you  ! 
— you  would  dictate  to  our  train,  1  warrant,  like  GoneriJ 
and  Regan !  But  I  tell  thee,  no  man  shall  leave  my 
house — and,  humble  as  it  is,  th4^  is  now  my  house — while 
he  has  aught  to  say  to  me  that  is  to  be  spoken,  as  this 
young  man  now^peaks,  with  a  bent  brow  and  a  lofty  tone. 
—-Speak  out,  sir,  and  say  your  worst !" 

"  Fear  not  my  temper,  Mrs.  Alice,"  said  Everard, 
with  equal  firmness  and  placidity  of  manner ;  "  and  you, 
Sir  Henry,  donotthinkthatiflspeak  firmly,  I  mean  there- 
fore to  speak  in  anger,  or  officiously.  You  have  taxed 
me  with  much,  and,  were  I  guided  by  the  wild  spirit  of 
romantic  chivalry,  much  which,  even  from  so  near  a 
relative,  I  ought  not,  as  being  by  birth,  and  in  the  world's 
estimation,  a  gentleman,  to  pass  over  without  reply.  Is 
it  your  pleasure  to  give  me  patient  hearing  ?" 

**  If  you  stand  on  your  defence,"  answered  the  stout 
old  Knight,  '^  Grod  forbid  that  you  should  not  challenge 
a  patient  hearing-^ay,  though  your  pleading  were  two 
parts  disloyalty  and  one  blasphemy — Only,  be  brief — this 
has  already  lasted  but  too  long." 

"  I  will,  Sir  Henry,"  replied  the  young  man  ;  "  yet  it 
is  hard  to  crowd  into  a  few  sentences,  the  defence  of 
^  a  life  which,  though  short,  has  been  a  busy  one-r-^too 
b^sjy  your  indignant  gesture  would  assert.  But  I  deny 
it ;  I  have  drawn  my  sword  neither  hastily,  nor  without 
due  consideration,  for  a  people  whose  rights  have  been 
trampled  on,  and  whose  consciences  have  been  oppressed. 
— Frown  not,  sir — such  is  not  your  view  of  the  contest, 
but  such  is  mine  :  For  my  religious  principles,  at  which 
you  have  scoffed,  believe  me,  that  though  they  depend 
not  on  set  forms,  they  are  no  less  sincere  than  your  own, 
and  thus  far  purer — excuse  the  word — ^that  they  are 
unmingled  with  the  blood-thirsty  dictates  of  a  barbarous 
age,  which  you  and  others  have  called  the  code  of  chiv- 
alrous honour.     Not  my  own  natural  disposition,  but  the 
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better  dectrioe  which  my  creed  has  taught,  enables  me 
to  bear  your  harsh  revilings  without  aoswering  io  a  similar 
tone  of  wrath  and  reproach.  You  may  carry  insult  to 
extremity  against  me  at  your  pleasure — not  on  account 
of  our  relationship  alone,  but  because  I  am  bound  in 
charity  to  endure  it.  This,  Sir  Henry,  is  much  from 
one  of  our  house.  But,  with  forbearance  far  more  than 
this  requires,  1  can  refuse  at  your  hands  the  gift,  which, 
most  of  all  things  under  Heaven,  I  should  desire  to  obtain, 
because  duty  calls  upon  her  to  sustain  and  comfort  you, 
and  because  it  were  sin  to  permit  you,  in  your  blindness, 
to  spurn  your  comforter  from  your  side. — ^l^arewell,  sir 
— not  in  anger  but  in  pity — We  may  meet  in  a  better 
time,  when  your  heart  and  your  principles  shall  master 
the  unhappy  prejudices  by  which  they  are  now  over- 
clouded.— Farewell — farewell,  Alice  !" 

The  last  words  were  repeated  twice,  and  in  a  tone  of 
feeling  and  passionate  grief,  which  diffisred  utterly  from 
the  steady  and  almost  severe  tone  in  which  he  had  ad- 
dressed Sir  Henry  Lee.  He  turned  and  left  the  hut  so 
soon  as  he  had  uttered  these  last  worc^s  ;  and  as  if  asham« 
ed  of  tlie  tenderness  which  had  mingled  with  his  accents, 
the  young  commonwealth's-man  turned  and  walked  stern- 
ly and  resolvedly  forth  into  the  moonlight,  which  now 
was  spreading  its  broad  light  and  autumnal  shadows  over 
the  woodland. 

So  soon  as  he  departed,  Alice,  who  had  been  dur- 
ing the  whole  scene  in  the  utmost  terror  that  her  father 
mightiiave  been  hurried,  by  his  natural  heat  of  temper, 
from  violence  of  language  into  violence  of  action,  sunk 
down  upon  a  settle  twisted  out  of  willow-boughs,  like 
most  of  Joceline's  few  movables,  and  endeavoured  to 
conceal  the  tears  which  accompanied  the  thanks  she 
rendered  in  broken  accents  to  Heaven,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  near  alliance  and  relationship  of  the  parties,  some 
fatal  deed  had  not  closed  an  interview  ^o  perilous  and  so 
angry.  Phoebe  Mayflower  blubbered  heartily  for  com-, 
pany,  though  she  understood  but  little  of  what  had  pas- 
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Bed ;  joflt,  iiktaed,  enoitgli  to  enable  ber  afterwarck  to 
report  to  some  batf-doBOB  partieolar  frienda^  that  ber 
old  mas^  Sit  Henry,  bad  beeo  perilous  angrj,  and 
almost  fought  witb  young  Master  Everard,  because  be 
bad  well  nigh  carried  away  her  young  mislreBa. — ^  And 
what  eouM  he  have  done  b^ter  ?"  said  Pbttbe,  <<  seenig 
the  otd  man  had  nothing  left  either  for  Mrs.  AKce  or 
himself;  and  as  for  Mr.  Mark  Everard^  and  our  young 
lady,  oh!  they  had  spokea  such  lomg  things  to  each 
other,  as  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  Argalas 
and  Pftrthenia,  who,  as>  the  jstory«book  tells^  were  the 
truest  pair  of  lovers  m  all  ArcacHa,  and  Oxfordshife  to 
boot." 

Old  Goody  Jeli3roet  bad  popped  her  aearlet  hood  imo 
the  kitchen  more  than  once  whUe  die  scene  was  pro- 
ceeding ;  but,  as  the  worthy  dame  was  parcel  blind,  and 
more  than  pavcel  deaf,  knowledge  was  exchided  by  two 
principal  entrancee  ;  and  though  she  comprehended,  by 
a  sort  of  general  inetinot,  that  the  gentle-folk  were  at 
high  words,  yet  why  they^  chose  Jocefine^t  hut  for  the 
seen^  of  their  (fispute,  was  w»  great  m  mystery  as  the 
■ufoject  of  the  quarm. 

6ttt  what'  was  ihe  Mate  of  the  oM'  eavaKer^  mood, 
fhns  contradioted,  m  his  most  darling  principles  had 
been,  by  the  iMt  worde  of  bis  departed  nephew  ?  The 
truth  is,  that  he  was  less  thoroughly  mofed  than  his 
daughter  e^tpeeled  i  end  in  aB  probabiltty  Ins  nephew's 
bold  defence  of  bisreKgious  and  political  opinions  rather 
pacified  Hhan  a^ravaded  his  dispieasure.  Although  suf- 
ficiently tmpa^nt^eontradietton,  sdll  erasion  and  sub- 
terfuge were  more  alien  to  theMmit  6M  Ranger's  nature 
than  madyTkidication  and  direct  opposi^n;  and  he  was 
wont  to  say,  ttmt  he  ever  loved  the  buck  best  who  stoyd 
boldest  at  bay.  He  graced  his  nephew's  departure, 
however,  with  a  quotation  from  Shakspeare,  whom,  as 
many  odiers  do,'  he  was  wont  to  quote  from  a  sort  of 
habit  and  respect,  m  a  fiivoorke  of  tns  unfortunate 
master,  without  havmg  either  foodt  real  tasie  for  bh 


«^rtei  ^  H^'^  ^^  W  •?P'7*°S  *®  P«8wjes  which  he 
ret^ine^  <^9^  memonr. 

**  iS^af k^  he  ^id,  '*  mark  this,  Alice — the  devil  can 
^{ucHe  scr||^ture  for  his  purpo$e.     Why,  this  vouQg  fanatic 
cousin  9f  ^V^^  with  np  more  beard  than  I  have  seen  on 
a  clown  playi^ff  Maid  Marion  on  May-day^  when  the  vil- 
lage ba^rper  had  shaved  him  in  too  great  a  hurry,  shaU 
match  iiQvb^arclfaPf^^y'^rian  or  Independent  of  them 
^,  iq  I^im;  dow9  hi^  doctrines  and  his  uses,  and  be- 
•faumping  us  with  his  text  and  his  homilies.     I  would  wor- 
tl^y  aqfl  l<^^n^  PoQtqr  Rocheclifie  had  been  here,  with 
bi$  b^t|{e|y  f^ady  mounted  from  the  Vulgate,  and  the 
Septuagint,  and   what  npt-^e  would  have  battered  the 
Presbyterian  ^irit  out  of  him  with  a  wanion.     However, 
I  aip  glad  the  young  man  is  no  sneaker ;  for,  were  a  raaq 
of  th^  devil's  opinion  in  religion,  and  of  Old  NoD's  in 
politips,  he  were  better  open  on  it  full  cry,  than  deceive 
ypii  by  hunting  counter,  or  runnipg  a  fi^se  scent.     Comp 
— wipe  thinp  ^ye^^ — th^  fray  is  pyer^  and  pot  like  to  be 
stirred  again  soon,  1  trust.'^ 

Encouraged  by  these  words,  Alice  rose,  and,  bewilder- 
ed as  she  was,  endeavoured  to  superintend  the  arrange- 
ments for  their  meal  and  their  repose  in  their  new  hdbi- 
Ution.  But  her  tears  fell  so  fast,  they  marred  her  coun- 
terfeited diligence ;  ^pd  |t  ^^fk  F^  for  her  that  Phoebe, 
though  too  ignorant  and  too  simple  to  comprehend  the 
extent  of  h^  ^mm^^M^J^^  k^r  m^^m^  assisunce, 
in  lack  of  m§f»  i^mff^* 

With  gf#al  f pMiiie8s.aAd  addiei^,  the  daittsel  set  about 
every  thing  that' wm  requisite  for  preparing  the  supper 
and  the  beds  ;  now  screaming  into  Dame  Jellycot's  ear, 
now  whispering  ipto  her  mistress's,  and  artfully  managing, 
as  if  she  was  merely  the  agent,  under  Alice's  orders. 
Wmb  ihe  coM  iriaarf's  W6r»  set  foitb,  Sir  Henry  Lee 
kiadly  pMsai^d  fab  daughter  to  take  r^firpshioeQl,  as  if  to 
make  up,  indineclly ,  for  bis  previous,  harshness  towards  her ; 
while  he  himself  like  an  axperi^Aced  eaiapaigner,  show- 
ad,  that  B^idier  the  mortificatjoii^  npf  hmrnb  of  the  day, 
iior  the  thoughts  of  what  waa  to  cooie  tormorrow,  could 
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diminish  his  appetite  for  supper,  which  was  his  favourit€ 
meal.  He  eat  up  two-thirds  of  the  capon,  and,  devoting 
the  first  bumper  to  the  happy  restoration  of  Charles, 
second  of  the  name,  he  finished  a  quart  of  wine ;  for  he 
belonged  to  a  school  accustomed  to  ^eed  the  flame  of 
their  loyalty  with  copious  brimmers.  He  even  sang  a 
verse  of  *  The  King  shall  enjoy  his  own  again,*  in  which 
Phoebe,  half- sobbing,  and  Dame  Jellycot,  screaming 
against  time  and  tune,  were  contented  to  lend  their  aid, 
to  cover  Mistress  Alice's  silence. 

Af  length  the  jovial  Knight  betook  himself  to  his.  rest, 
on  the  fceeper*s  straw  pallet,  in  a  recess  adjoining  to  the 
kitchen,  and,  unaffected  by  his  change  of  dwelling,  slept 
fast  and  deep.  Alice  had  less  quiet  rest  in  old  Goody 
Jellycot's  wicker  couch,  in  the  inner  apartment  ;  while 
the  dame  and  Phoebe  slept  on  a  mattress,  stuffed  with 
dry  leaves,  in  the  same  chamber,  soundly  as  those  whose 
daily  toil  gains  their  daily  bread,  and  whom  morning 
calls  up  only  to  renew  the  toils  of  yesterday. 


CHAPTER  V. 

My  tongae  pads  slowly  under  this  new  langaage. 
And  starts  and  stumbles  at  these  ancouth  phrases. 
They  may  be  great  in  worth  aad  w«ight^  but  Imag 
Upon  the  native  {[^bness  of  my  speech 
Like  Saul's  plate-armour  on  the  shepherd  boy, 
Encumbering  and  not  arming  him. 

J.  B. 

As  Markham  Everard  pursued  his  way  towards  the 
Lodge,  through  one  of  the  long  sweeping  glades  which 
traversed  the  forest,  varying  in  breadth,  till  the  trees  were 
now  so  close  that  the  boughs  made  darkness  oyer  his 
head,  then  receding  farther  to  let  in  glimpses  of  the 
moon,  and  aHon  opemng  yet  wider  into  little  meadowS; 


or  savaanahs,  on  which  the  moonbeanis  lay  in  silreij 
silence  ;  as  he  thus  proceeded  on  his  lonely  course,  the 
various  effects  produced  by  that  delicious  light  on  the 
oaks,  whose  dark  leaves,  gnarled  branches,  and  massive 
trunks  it  gilded,  more  or  less  partially,  might  have  drawn 
the  attention  of  a  poet  or  a  painter. 

But  if  Everard  thought  of  anything  saving  the  painfbl 
scene  in  which  he  had  just  played  his  part,  and  of  which 
the  result  seemed  the  destruction  of  ail  his  hopes,  it  was 
of  the  necessary  guard  to  be  observed  in  his  night-walk* 
The  times  were  dangerous  and  unsettled  ;  the  roads  full 
of  disbanded  soldiers,  and  especially  of  royalists,  who 
made  their  political  opinions  a  pretext  for  disturbing  the 
country  with  marauding  parties  and  robberies.  Deer- 
stealers  also,  who  are  ever  a  desperate  banditti,  had  of 
late  infested  Woodstock  Chase.  In  short,  the  dangers 
of  the  place  and  period  were  such,  that  Markham  Everard 
wore  his  loaded  pistols  at  his  belt,  and  carried  his  drawn 
sword  under  his  arm«  that  he  might  be  prepared  for  what- 
ever peril  should  cross  his  path. 

He  heard  the  bells  of  Woodstock  Church  ring  curfew, 
just  as  he  was  crossing  one  of  the  little  meadows  we  have 
described,  and  they  ceased  as  he  entered  an  overshadow- 
ed and  twilight  part  of  the  path  beyond.  It  was  there 
that  he  heard  someone  whistling  ;  and, as  the  sound  be- 
came clearer,  it  was  plain  the  person  was  advancing  to- 
wards him.  This  could  hardly  be  a  friend  ;.  for  the 
party  to  which  he  belonged  rejected,  generally  speakings 
all  music,  unless  psalmody.  <  If  a  man  is  merry,  let  him 
sing  psalms,'  was  a  text  which  they  were  pleased  to  in* 
terpret  as  literally  and  to  as  little  purpose  as  they  did 
some  others ;  yet  it  jvas  too  continued  a  sound  to  be  a 
signal  amongst  night-walkers,  and  too  light  and  cheerful 
to  argue  any  purpose  of  concealment  on  the  part  of  the 
traveller,  who  presently  exchanged  his  whistling  for 
singing,  and  trolled  forth  the  following  stanza  to  a  jolly 
tune,  with  which  the  old  cavaliers  were  wont  to  wake  tne 
night  owl  * 


UtgfSx  rxf^Xkn !  Ho  Igr  cavalieis  * 
Fi^  for  cavaliers ! 
Rub  a  dub— rab  adub ! 
Have  at  old  Beelzebub^- 
Oltver  tmoket  ibr  ibar. 

*^  I  should  know  that  Toice,"  said  £verard,  UDOocking 
the  pistol  which  he  had  drawn  from  hm  bek,  but  cootin- 
oiag  to  hold  it  ia  his  band.  Then  <a<Be  another  bug'* 
neat  : 

Hash  tbem^-alaih  tbem^ 
All  to. pieces  dash  them. 

«  So  ho  P'  cried  Markban,  "  who  goes  there,  aod  for 

*^  For  Clmrcfa  and  Eiog,"  answered  a  Yoice,  which 
presently  added^  *^  No,  d — *n  me— 4  mean  again^ 
Chqrch  aiwd  Kbig,  tad  for  the  people  that  are  uppermotl 
--^  forget  which  they  are/' 

**  Roger  Wiklrake,  as  I  guess  f"  said  Everard. 

^  The  same^^^jreiielefttaai  -of  Squattlesea-raerie,  in  the 
moist  county  of  Lincoln/' 

^  Wildrakei"  said  M»rkham^^^*  Wildgoose  you  should 
be  espied.  Ytm  hay«  been  mobtaung  your  own  throat 
-to  seme  purpose,  and  using  k  togabble  tunes  veryauitdble 
to  tbe  times,  to  be  sure  i" 

^^  Faith,  ithe  tune's  a  pretty  tune  enough,  Mark,  only 
iMat^rf*  fashion  a  little— the  more's  the  pity." 

^*  What  could  I  expect,"  said  Everard,  *^  but  to  meet 
•so«»e  ranting,  drunken  cavalier,  as  desperate  and  dan- 
gerous as  ni^t  and  sack  usually  make  them  f  What  if 
I  ^bad  pewanded  your  melody  by  a  ball  in  the  gullet  ?" 

"Why,  there  would  have  been  a  piper  paid— ^at's 
all,"  said  Wildrake. — "  But  wherefore,  come  yoH  diis 
way  now  ? — ^I  was  about  to  seek  you  at  the  hut." 

"  i  have  been  obliged  to  leave  it— I  will  tell  you  tbe 
rause  hereafter,'    replied  Markham. 

"  What  1  the  old  play-hunting  eavi^r  was  cross,  or 
Chide  was  unkind  ?** 

"  Jest  not,  Wildrake— it  is  all  over  with  me,"  said 
Everard. 


•  Tiw  4«BS?U  U  w,**  PUPWmtd  Wildm^e,  '<  and  jroa 
take  it  thus  qvMet^y  ! — Zoimda !  le(  us  back  together — 111 
plead  your  xi^me  for  you — ^I  know  bow  to  tickle  up  an 
oU  Kfl\cfrt  and  a  pr^^y  maideii — Let  me  akne  for  put- 
ting you  redui  in  curta^  you  cantiog  rogue. — D — o  me, 
&r  Heiiry  I,4ee,  3ay8 1,  your  nepbew  is  a  piece  of  a  Pliri- 
tan — ^U  won'f  deojr— hyt  J'U  upboW  lfim^gepUfi;[Qf^)  fmd 
a  pret^  tel^oyr  for  9fi  that. — Madam»  aa^^s  I,  you  m^f 
dunk  yowr  ^:9s\i3Mi  ]ooks  IV^^  Hi  p^m-aingmg  weaver*  m 
tlwt  ba^e  feUy  ^nd  with  that  ra^callv  brown  cloak ;  thftt 
tnuptdt  vAi\q}^  logl^p  lik^  a  baby's  cfoMt,  and  thpse  lopse 
booij^,  wbic)i  baK^  a  whole  ^^^jPskip  jo  ef^^h  of  tbe|»,-r 
but  \^t  IjMm  w^jMT  9^  th^  joq^  sid43  qf  his  beac)  a  cf^stor, 
mljti  ^  pHffae  )^^;i$tM^g  JWs  f^alijty  ;  givp  Jjim  a  gpod  T9I- 
jb4p  Ijiy  bis  ^d^  with  a  \m>ii^r^4  i^U  ao^  ^  U>Iftid  hUu 
jstst^fid  qf  tfoe  pDu  of  IfQi^  cpu^ed  iQ  that  |)as^^t-)iil;p,^ 
\^Q}f  Audri^w  Fprraf*  j  pqt  ^  jf^w  ^ipart  WPrd?  i»  W? 
mouth— -and,  bipod  and  wpM^ds !  fp%di^  i^s  I — r— '^ 
**  jPritbfi^,,  tr^ce  wil*  thi?  ncm^iense^  WUdrake,"  faid 
^yerard,  "  ^i^d  tell  o?ie  if  you  ^9  wber  enough  J»  h^i^ 
^  few  W9r<fc  of  fiober  re^t^oo  ?" 

*«  JP^l^w !  ifl^  I  did  bMt  ci^^cli^  ^  br^pp  ^f  qu^jrjtf  yj^J^Ji 
^]^Df|d^r  p^^itaDic,  rputtd-bea^^d  SpJdiefs,  up  ^pn^pr  }i,t 
4J^  ^9wn  ;  ai^  rat  m^  Jbut  I  passed  my^li  for  th|B  p,^ 
ffl^  of  ,the  party  ;  twai^d  wy  m»e^  w4  turq^d  up  n^y 
eyes,  ajs  I  toojt  i?iy  pan — Pah  1  the  yery  wij^e  tasted  pf 
i^ypocrisy,  I  tbfnk  the  rogue  corporal  sipokpd  something 
M  last — as  for  ibe  cqpiinon  fellows,  peve^r  stir,  but  th^ff 
^ed  ^e  to  sfy  grace  over  another  quart." 

<<  This  i3  just  what  I  wished  to  sppfik  wi4i  JPti  about, 
Wildrak^,"  jsfftid  Ma^rkii^m-r"  You  hp)fi.^e,^  am  surci 
for  your  friend  ?" 

"  T^ru?  ^,?<^-rT(:Jl^i|fff9  ^f  fi^lege  ^d  at  Ififlcpln's- 
I^wjtttw^  ^y|e  l^^n  Nisws^nj}  JJuryalv;?!  Tt^ese;v»/5  W^ 
fetiiko^h  O^pfll^  awJ  Pyfetjles  j  ^i  ^o  .^pip  pp  ^he 

jQ^  te^aJthf  Not  ^v^  pqlitip?,  tbp  we4ge  that  rends 
fa(m}le;s  apd  fripjwfe^ps^Wd^,,^  irpn  riyes  oa|j^  have 
bjseo  a)^lp  to  split  \^J 
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**  True,"  answered  Markham  ;  **  and  when  you  fol- 
lowed the  King  to  Nottingham,  and  I  enrolled  under 
Essex,  we  swore,  at  our  parting,  that  whichever  side  was 
irictorious,  he  of  us  who  adhered  to  it,  should  protect  his 
lesg  fortunate  comrade." 

"  Surely,  man,  surely  ;  and  have  you  not  protected 
rae  accordingly  ?  Did  you  not  save  me  from  hanging  ? 
and  am  1  not  indebted  to  you  for  the  bread  I  eat  ?" 

"  I  have  but  done  that  which  had  the  times  been  otb 
erwise,  you,  my  dear  Wildrake,  would,  I  am  sure,  have 
done  for  me.  But,  as  1  said,  that  is  just  what  I  wished 
to  speak  to  you  about.  Why  render  the  task  of  protect- 
ing you  more  difficult  than  it  must  necessarily  be  at  any 
rate  ?  Why  thrust  thyself  into  the  company  of  soldiers, 
or  such-like,  where  thou  art  sure  to  be  warmed  into  be- 
traying thyself  f  Why  come  hollowing  and  whooping  out 
cavalier  ditties,  like  a  drunken  trooper  of  Prince  Rupert, 
or  one  of  Wilipot's  swaggering  body-guards  f*^ 

"  Because  I  may  have  been  both  one  and  toother  in 
my  day,  for  aught  that  you  know,"  replied  Wildrake. 
"  But,  oddsfish  !  is  it  necessary  1  should  always  be  re- 
minding you,  that  our  obligation  of  mutual  protection, 
our  league  of  offensive  and  defensive,  as  I  may  call  it, 
was  to  be  carried  into  effect  without  reference  to  the 
politics  or  religion  of  the  party  protected,  or  the  least 
obligation  on  him  to  conform  to  those  of  his  friend  ?" 

"  True,"  said  Everard  ;  "  but  with  this  most  necessa- 
ry qualification,  that  the  party  should  submit  to  such  out- 
ward conformity  to  the  times  as  should  make  it  more 
ea^y  and  safe  for  his  friend  to  be  of  service  to  him.  Now, 
you  are  perpetually  breaking  forth,  to  the  hazard  of  your 
own  safety  and  my  credit." 

"  I  tell  you,  Mark,  and  1  would  tell  your  namesake  the 
apostle,  that  you  are  hard  on  me.  You  have  practised 
sobriety  and  hypocrisy  from  your  hanging  sleeves  till 
four  Geneva  cassock — from  the  cradle  to  this  day, — and 
it  is  a  thing  of  nature  to  you  ;  and  you  are  surprised  that 
a  rough,  rattling,  honest  fellow,  accustomed  to  speak 
truth  all  his  life,  and  especially  when  he  found  it  at  the 
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bottom  of  a  flask,  cannot  be  so  perfect  a  prig  as  thyself. 
— ^Zooks  !  there  is  no  equality  betwixt  us — A  trained 
diver  might  as  well,  because  he  can  retain  his  breath  for 
ten  minutes  without  inconvenience,  upBraid  a  poor  devil 
for  being  like  to  burst  in  twenty  seconds,  at  the  bottom 
of  ten  fathoms'  water — ^And,  after  all,  considering  the 
guise  is  so  new  to  me,  I  think  I  bear  myself  indiflbrendj 
well — ^try  me  !" 

"  Are  there  any  more  news  from  Worcester  fight  ?" 
sked  Everard,  in  a  tone  so  serious  that  it  imposed  on 
his  companion,  who  replied  in  his  genuine  character — 

"  Worse  !— d — n  me,  worse  an  hundred  times  than  re- 
ported— ^totaliy  broken.  Noli  hath  certainly  sold  himself 
to  the  devil,  and  his  lease  will  have  an  end  one  day — 
that  is  all  our  present  comfort.** 

**  What !  and  would  this  be  your  answer  to  the  first 
red-coat  who  asked  the  question?*'  said  Everard.  **  Me- 
thinks  you  would  find  a  speedy  passport  to  the  next  corps 
de  garde.*' 

"  Nay,  nay,"  answered  Wildrake,  "  I  thought  you 
asked  me  in  your  own  person. — Lack-a-day  !  a  great 
mercy — a  glorifying  mercy — a  crowning  mercy— a 
'vouchsafing — an  uplifting — ^I  profess  the  malignants  are 
scattered  from  Dan  to  Beersheba — smitten,  hip  and 
thigh,  even  until  the  going  down  of  the  sun  !" 

"  Hear  you  aught  of  Colonel  Thornhaugh's  wounds  ?^ 

**  He  is  dead,**  answered  Wildrake,  "  that's  one  com- 
fort— the  round-headed  rascal! — Nay,  hold  !  it  was  but 
a  trip  of  the  tongue — I  meant,  the  sweet  godly  youth." 

"  And  hear  you  aught  of  the  young  man,  King  of 
Scotland,  as  they  call  him  .?"  said  Everard. 

<^  Nothing,  but  that  he  is  hunted  like  a  partridge  "on  the 
mountains.  May  God  deliver  him,  and  confound  his 
enemies  ! — ^Zoons,  Mark  Everard,  I  can  fool  it  no  longer. 
Do  you  not  remember,  that  at  the  Lincoln's-Inn  gambols 
— ttiough  you  did  not  mingle  much  in  them  I  think — 1 
used  always  to  play  as  well  as  any  of  them,  when  it  came 
to  the  action,  but  they  could  never  get  me  to  rehearse 
conformably       It's  the  same  at  this  day.     I  hear  your 
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voicet  and  I  answer  to  U  ini^  tjr^e  tqpe  of  mf  b«ait ; 
but  when  I  am  in  tjbe  cqqap;^  of  yQur  snuffling  friends, 
you  bslve  seen  me  acjt  my  p^t  indifferent  well." 

'' But  indifferent,  indeed,"  replied  Everard  ;  "how- 
ever, there  is  little  call  on  yw  to  do  aught,  save  to  be 
modiest  ^d  silent.  •  $peak  little,  and  lay  aside,  if^  you 
jppm,  y^ur  big  patl^  ^d  f wngg^rfng  looks — ^set  your  bat 
even  on  your  brows." 

"  Ay,  Aat  49  A/e  JpwiW  1  1  ^y»  t#e»  always  noted 
for  the  jaunty  manner  in  which  I  wear  ^y  cwai^ — Hard 
when  a  map's  nnQrits  hecopie  his  j^i^^wes/' 

"  Yog  jwmst  reioemh^  ym  *re  iny  clerk." 

'<  Secretary,"  an^weii^d  Wildrake;  '^  1^  it  be  accrete- 
ry,  if  you  love  i«e." 

"  It  must  be  clerk,  an^  Bothbg  elser-rplap  clerk^^ 
an^  remember  to  be  id^vil  and  obedient,"  replied  Everard. 

"  But  you  should  not  l^y  on  your  cqwoaads  with  so 
much  os^enUitioMS  superiority,  Master  ^^rkbam  Everard. 
Remember  1  am  your  senior  of  three  years  fitMlding. 
CJonfomwl  ipe,  if  1  know  bow  to  Uke  it !" 

"  Was  ever  suph  a  f^ntasMc  wJ^o^gbead  iTt-For  my 
sake,  if  not  for  t^Mi^  own,  beipuj^hy  fice^i^  folly  to  Ustep 
to  reason*  Think  tbftt  I  have  iqciirred  both  xisk  and 
^bame  on  thy  account*" 

'^  Nay,  thoq  art  a  right  good  fellow,  Mark/'  replied 
^e  cavalier,  '^  and  for  thy  sake  I  will  do  rpuch-r^ut  re- 
member to  cough,  and  cry  hem  !  when  thou  seest  me  like 
to  break  bounds^— And  now  tell  me  wbiither  we  are  bound 
for  the  nicbt  ?" 

"  Tp  Woodstock  Loijge,  to  Ipok  after  my  ancle's  pro- 
perty," answered  Markbam  Everacd  :  '^  I  am  informed 
that  soldjer3  have  taken  possession— ^Yet  bow  could  that 
be,  if  thou  foupdest  the  parQr  drinking  ia  Woodstock  ?" 

'^  There  was  a  kind  of  commissary  or  steward,  or 
some  such  rogue,  bad  gone  down  to  the  JLiodge,"  replied 
Wildrake ;  **  1  had  a  peep  at  him." 

"  Indeed  ?"  replied  Everard. 

"  Ay*  verily,"  sake  Wildr?tke,  "  to  speak  your  owp 
language.     Why,  as  I  passed  through  fhe  park  in  que^ 


wi  you,  iMiM  half  aa  boor  fimm^  I  8OT  a  ligl^  Id  the 
Lodge — Step  this  way,  you  will  see  it  youraeli.'*  * 

<*  In  the  north'^vpest  aa^e  ?^  feturaed  Eyeiard  ^  h  is 
Irmd  a  window  in  what  they  call  VioCor  Lee's  apartment.^' 

<<  WeU/'  fesoined  WUdrnke,  ''I  had  been  long om 
of  Lundsibrd's  lads,  and  wail  used  to  palroiing  diity-^ 
So,  rat  me,  says  I^  if  I  leave  a  light  in  my  inar,  without 
knowing  what  it  means.  Besides,  Mark,  thoa  hadst  said 
so  much  to  me  of  diy  pret^  oousin,  I  thought  I  might 
as  well  have  a  peep,  if  I  could.'' 

**  Thougbtle^  incorrigible  man  I  to  what  dan- 
gers do  you  expose  youvself  and  yoqr  fnendt ,  in  more 
wantonness  i-^But  gp  on." 

^'  By  this  fair  mocmsbine,  I  believe  tbou  art  jealous, 
Mark  Everard  !"  replied  his  gay  companion  ;  **  there  is 
DO  oocasion;  for,  in  any  case,  I,  who  was  lo  aee  the  lady, 
was  steeled  by  honour  against  &e  cfaamis  /rf  my  iaend^s 
Cbloe— Then  the  lady  was  not  to  see  me,  so  could  make 
no  comparisons  to  thy  disadvantage,  thou  knowest — 
Lastly,  as  it  feU  out,  neither  of  us  saw  the  other  at  «1L'' 

'<  Of  that  I  am  wdlmwace.  Mrs.  Alice  left  the  Lodge 
long  before  sunset,  and  nenrer  returned.  What  didst 
Ibou  see,  to  introduce  with  sneb  preface  ?" 

^  Nay»  no  great  matter,"  refdied  Wildrake  $  <<  only 
gettmg  upon  m  sort  of  buttress,  (for  I  can  climb  like  any 
cat  that  ever  mewed  m  any  gutter,)  and  holdifig  on  bjr 
the  vines,  and  creepers  which  grew  around,  I  obtained  a 
station  where  1  could  see  into  :tbe  inside  of  ihat  saoM 
parlour  thou  spokest  of  just  now." 

^<  And  what  saw'tf  thou  there  ?"  ^once  mor«  d^nanded 
Everard. 

^'  Nay,  no  great  matter,  as  I  said  .before,"  replied  the 
cavalier  ;  ^'  for  in  4hase  times  it  iff  no  new  thing  to  see 
churls  careusmg  in  royal  or  noble  cbaaabefis*  I  saw  tuo 
mscallions  .engaged  in  emptying  asol^nn  stoup  of  strong 
waters,  and  despatching  a  huge  venison  pasty,  which  greasy 
mess,  for  thek*  copvenieDee,  they  had  placed  on  a  lady's 
work-table— One  of  tbam  was  trying  an  air  w  a  lute." 


76  woAOSTacjL* 

<<  The  profiiDe  yillabs !"  axdaimed  £verard^  '*  it  wis 
<^llce's." 

"  Well  said,  comrade-;-!  am  glad  jour  phlegm  can  be 
moved.  I  did  but  throw  in  these  iocidents  of  the  lute 
tod  the  table  to  try  if  it  were  possible  to  get  a  s^mrk  of 
human  spirit  out  of  youi  besanctified  as  you  are." 

"  What  like  were  the  men  ?"  said  young  Everard. 

'^  The  one  a  slouch-hatted,  long^cbaked,  sour«*faced 
fanatic,  like  the  rest  of  you,  whom  1  took  lo  be  the. stew- 
ard or  commissary  I  heard  spoken  of  in  the  town  ;  the 
other  was  a  short  sturdy  fellow,  with  a  wood-knife  at  bis 
girdle,  and  a  long  quarter-staff  lying  beside  hitn — a  black- 
haired  knave,  with  white  teeth  and  a  merry  countenance 
—one  of  the  .under-rangers  or  bow-bearers  of  these 
walks,  I  fancy." 

'^  They  must  have  been  Desborough's  favourite,  tmsty 
Torakins,"  said  Everard,  '^  and  Jocelioe  Joliffe,  the 
keeper.  Tomkins  is  Desborough's  right  hand — an  In- 
dependent, and  hath  pourings  forth,  as  he  calls  them. 
Some  think  that  his  gifts  have  the  better  of  his  grace. 
I  have  heard  of  his  abusing  opportunities." 

^'  They  were  improving  tliem  when  I  saw  them,"  rc^ 
plied  Wildrake,  ^'  and  made  the  bottle  smoke  for  it — 
when,  as  the  devil  would  have  it,  a  stone,  which  had  been 
dislodged  from  the  crumbling  buttress,  gave  way  under 
my  weight.  A  clumsy  fellow  like  thee  would  have  been 
so  long  thinking  what  was  to  be  done,  that  he  must  needs 
have  folk)wed  it  before  he  could  make  up  his  mind  ;  but 
I,  Mark,  I  bopped  like  a  squirrel  to  an  ivy  twig,  and 
stood  fast— -was  well  nigh  shot  though,  for  the  noise 
alarmed  them  both.  They  looked  to  tlie  oriel,  and  saw 
me  on  the  outside.;  the  fanatic  fellow  took  Out  a  pistol 
—as  they  have  always  such  texts  in  readiness,  banging 
beside  the  little  clasped  Bible,  thou  know'st— the  keepei 
seised  his  hunting-pole — I  treated  them  both  to  a  roar 
and  a  grin — thou  must  know  I  can  grimace  like  a  baboon 
— Ilearned  the  trick  from  a  French  player,  who  could 
:wist  his  jaws  into  a  pair  of  nut-crackers — and  there- 
withal I  dropped  myself  sweetly  on  the  grass,  ai)d  ran  off 


90  trippingijr,  keeping  tfae  dark  side  of  tlie  wall  as  long 
as  I  could,  that  I  am  well  nigti  perstiaded  thej  thought 
I  was  their  kinsman,  the  devil,  come  among  them  uncall- 
ed.    They  were  abominably  startled." 

"  Thou  art  most  fearfully  rash,  Wildrake,"  said  hit 
companion ;  ^'  we  are  now  bound  for  Ae  house — wha« 
if  they  should  remember  thee  f" 

"  Why,  it  is  no  treason,  is  it  ?  No  one  has  paid  foi 
peeping  since  Tom  of  Coventry's  day5 ;  and  if  he  camt 
m  for  a  reckoning,  belike  it  was  for  a  better  treat  Aan 
mine.  .  But  trust  me,  they  will  no  more  know  me,  than  a 
man  who  had  only  seen  your  friend  Noll  at  a  conventicle 
of  saints,  would  know  the  same  Oliver  on  horseback, 
and  charging  with  bis  lobster-tailed  squadron  ;  or  the 
same  Noll  cracking  a  jest  and  a  bottle  with  wicked  Wal- 
ler the  poet." 

'^  Hush  !  not  a  word  of  Oliver,  as  thou  dost  value  thy- 
self and  me.  It  is  ill  jesting  with  the  rock  you  may  split 
on. — But  here  is  the  gate — ^we  will  disturb  these  honest 
gentlemen's  recreations." 

As  be  spoke  he  applied  the  large  and  ponderous 
knocker  to  the  hall-door. 

"  Rat-tat-tat-too  !"  said  Wildrake,  **  there  is  a  fine 
alarm  to  you  cuckolds  and  roundheads."  He  then  half- 
mimicked,  half-sung  the  march  so  called : — 

'  Cuckolds,  come  dig,  cuckolds,  come  dig  ; 
Round  about  cuckolds,  come  dance  to  my  jig !" 

^'  By  Heaven  !  this  passes  Midsummer  frenxy,"  said 
Everard,  turning  angrily  on  him. 

<<  Not  a  bit,  not  a  bit,"  replied  Wildrake  ;  <<  it  is  but 
a  slight  expectoration,  just  like  what  one  makes  before 
beginning  a  long  speech.  I  will  be  grave  for  an  houi 
together!  now  1  have  got  that  point  of  war  out  of  my 
head." 

As  he  spoke,  steps  were  heard  in  the  hall,  and  the 
wicket  of  the  great  door  was  partly  opened,  but  secured 
with  a  chain  in  case  of  accidents.     The  visage  of  Tom 
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kioa,  and  that  of  Joceline  beneatb  it,  app^tred  iit.tiM 
pbiok,  ilI^aliilated  by  the  lamp  which  the  latlor  hiild  ki 
bis  baod,  and  Tomkins  demanded  the  meaiiiog  oi  thii 
alarm. 

^'  I  d^mi^Qd  iostam  adiiiktaoce !"  said  Evenapd.  *^  Jo- 
liffe,  you  know  me  well  ?" 

'^  I  do,  sir,'*  replied  Joceline,  <^  and  could  admit  you 
with  all  my  heart ;  hut,  alas  !  sir,  you  see  I  am  wA  key- 
k^per-*<-Here  is  the  gentleman  whose  wacraat  1  ofiu  | 
Wj»tt^  by-^The  Lord  help  me,  seeing  times  are  sueb  m 
Miey  be  !" 

''  And  when  that  gendemany  wh0  I  think  may  be  IVIua* 
ter  Desboroi^gh's  v^et-. *^ 

<<  His  honour'^  unworthy  seereuury,  an  it  fihfa»  y(Mi," 
interposed  Tomkins ;  white  WUdrake  whispered  in  Eve^ 
rard's  ear,  '*  I  will  be  no  longer  secretary,  Ma«k,  thou 
wert  quitQ  right — the  ol^rk  must  be  the  more  genUiBiuan- 
\y  caUing," 

^<  And  if  you  a^e  l^aster  Desborougb's  secveiary,  { 
presume  you  know  me  and  my  condition  well  eiKMigiit'' 
said  Ev^rard,  ^ddre^ing  the  Independent,  "  not  io  hesi- 
tate to  admit  nie  and  my  attendant  to  a  night's  qpiavters 
in  the  Lodge  ?" 

'<  Surely  9ot,  surely  not,"  said  the  IndepeudoBtnrs 
^^  that  is,  if  yiwr  worship  thinks  you  would  be  better  ao9 
commodated  here  than  up  at  the  house  of  entertainment 
in  the  town,  which  men  unprofitably  call  Saint  George's 
Inn.  There  is  but  confined  accommodation  here,  your 
.  honour— and  we  have  been  frayed  out  of  our  lives  al- 
ready by  the  visitation  of  Satan — albeit  his  fiery  dart  is 
now  quenched." 

**  This  may  be  all  well  in  its  place.  Sir  Secretary,"  said 
B^Ferard )  ^*  and  you  may  find  a  comer  fer  it  when  you 
Vpe  next  tempted  to  play  the  preacher.  But  1  ^ill  take 
it  for  no  apology  for  keeping  me  here  in  the  cold  harvest 
wind ;  and  if  not  presently  received,  and  suitably  too,  I 
will  report  you  to  your  master  for  insolence  in  /our 
oiiee.'^ 


IVlMMHrMeM.  ft 

Tfhe  ^tauMtf^  of  DesAorough  M  not  (tore  ol^  fei^- 
iher  oppoditfon  ^  fer  it  was  well  known  that  DesbcHroogh 
ftiniMtr  only  htM  bis  consequence  as  a  kiftstnan  of  Ci>on»- 
wdl,  ancftha  Lord  (General,  who  was  well  nigh  paranUHHH 
already,  was  known  to  be  strongly  favoifrafole  both  to  the 
elder  and  younger  Everard.  It  is  true,  they  were  Pres*- 
byterfans  and  he  an  Independent  ;  and  that,  though 
sharing  those  sentknentsof  correct  morality  and  mart  de^ 
voted  religious  feeKng,  by  which,  with  few  exeeplioos, 
the  ParHamentarfian  party  were  dtstinguisbed,  the  Erer^ 
ard»  were  not  disposed  to  carry  these  attributes  lo  iIm 
eittreme  of  enthusiasm,  practised  by  so  tiany  others  at 
the  time.  Yet  it  was  well  known  that  whatevef  mtgfat  be 
Cromwell's  own  religious  creed,  he  was  not  tmilMtnly 
bounded  by  it  in  the  choice  of  his  favourites,  but  extend- 
ed his  countenance  to  those  who  could  serve  him,  even  al* 
though,  according  to  the  phrase  of  the  (iiee,  th^y  came 
out  of  the  darkness  of  Egypt.  The  character  of  the 
elder  Everard  stood  very  ^igh  for  wbdewi  md  sagacity ; 
besides,  being  of  a  good  family  and  competent  fortune, 
his  adherence  would  lend  a  dij^iity  to  any  side  he  might 
espouse.  Then  his  son  had  been  a  dlstingui^ed  and 
successful  soldier,  remarkable  for  the  discipline  be  main- 
tamed  among  his  men,  the  bravery  which  he  showed  in 
Ae  time  of  action,  and  the  humanity  wfth  wtiich  he  was 
always  ready  to  qualify  the  consequences  of  victory. 
Such  men  were  not  to  be  neglected,  when  many  signs 
combined  to  show  that  the  parties  in  the  state,  who  had 
successfully  accomplished  the  deposition  and  death  of 
Ae  King,  were  speedily  to  quarrel  among  Aemselves 
about  the  division  of  the  spoils.  The  two  S^verards  were 
Aereforemoch  courted  by  CiomweS,  and  their  influence 
with  him  was  supposed  to  be  so  great,  that  trusty  Master 
Secretary  Tomlons  cared  not  to  expose  himself  to  risk, 
by  contem^g  with  Colonel  Everard  for  such  a  trifle  as  a 
fright's  lodging  or  a  ^eater  thing. 

loc^Kne  was  active  on  his  side — more  lights  were  ob« 
taincd  Mmore  wood  thrown  en  ^  fire— -eed  the  two 
Qowly-arrived  strangers  were  introduced  into  Viclor  Lee's 
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fmlom^  a^  it  was  calfed,  from  tbe  jnotiire  over,  the  cbim- 
<»ey-piece,  which  we.  have  already  described*  It  was 
letveral  minutes  ere  Colonel  Everard  eouiki  recover  his 
general  stoicism  of  deportoient,  so  strongly  was  he  im- 
pressed by  finding  himself  in  tbe  apartmepty  under  whose 
roof  he  had  passed  so  many  of  the  ^happiest  hours  of  his 
life.  There  was  the  cabinet,  which  he  had  seen  opened 
wkh  s«ch  feelings  of  delight  when  Sir  Henry  Lee  deign- 
ed to  give  him  instructions  in  fishing,  and  to  e^ibit 
booths  and  lines,  together  with  all  the  materials  for  ms^k- 
kvg  the  artificial  fly,  then  little  known.  There  hMngtbe 
ancient  family  picture,  which,  from  some  odd  mysterious 
expresiipM  of  his  uncloy  relating  to  it,  bad  become  to 
bis  boyhood)  nay,  his  early  youth,  a  subject  of  curiosity 
and  of  foar.  He  remembered  how,  when,  left  alone  in 
tbe  apartment,  the  searching  eye  of  the  old  warrior  seem- 
ed always  bent  upon  his,  in  whatever  part  of  the  room  he 
placed  himself,  and  how  his  childish  imagination  was  per- 
turbed at  a  phenomenon,  for  which  he  could  not  account* 

With  these  came  athousand  dearer  and  warmer  recollec- 
tions of  his  early  attachment  to  his  pretty  cousin  Alice, 
when  he  assisted  her  at  her  lessons,  brought  water  for 
her  flowers,  or  accompanied  her  while  she  sung ;  and 
be  remembered  that  while  her  father  looked  at  them  with 
a  good-humoured  and  careless  smile,  he  had  once  heard 
bim  mutter,  ^  And  if  it  should  turn  out  so — why  it  might 
oe  best  for  both,'  and  the  theories  of  happiness  he  had 
reared  on  these  words.  All  these  visions  had  been  dis- 
pelled by  the  trumpet  of  war,*  which  called  Sir  Henry 
Liee  and  himself  to  opposite  sides  ;  and  the  transactions 
of  this  very  day  had  shown,  that  even  Everard's  success 
as  a  soldier  and  a  statesman  seemed  absolutely  to  prohibit 
tbe  chance  of  their  being  revived. 

He  was  waked  out  of  this  unpleasing  reverie  by  tbe 
approach  of  Joceline,  who,  being  possibly  a  seasoned  to-, 
per,  had  made  the  additional  arrangements  with  more 
expedition  and  accuracy  than  could  have  been  expected 
from  a  person  engaged  as  he  had  been  since  nigbt-Call 
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He  now  wished  to  know  the  Cefond's  <&«^tioBfi  £dc 
the  night. 

"  Would  he  eat  anything  ?" 

«  No." 

*'  Did  his  honor  choose  to  accept  Sir  Henry  Lee's  bed, 
which  was  ready  prepared  ?" 

"  Yes." 

^*  That  of  Mistress  Alice  Liee  should  be  prepared  for 
the  Secretary." 

"  On  pain  of  thine  ears— No,"  replied  Everard.. 

"  WJiB/e  then  was  the  worthy  Secretary  to  be  quar- 
tered f  " 

**  In  the  dog*kennel,  if  you  list,"  replied  Colonel 
Everard  ;  ^  bot,"  added  he,  sleppiog  to  thfd  gleepkig- 
apartment  of  Alice,  which  opened  irom  the  parloMr,9 
locking  it,  and  tfiking  out  the  key,  **  no  one  shall  pro- 
fane tins  chamber." 

'^  Had  his  honour  any  other  commands  for  the  night  f  |' 

^  None,  save  to  clear  the  apartment  of  yonder  man. — 
My  clerk  wHl  remain  with  me— I  have  orders  which  mu^t 
be  written  out. — ^Yet  stay — ^Thou  gavest  my  letter  this 
niorning  to  Mistress  Alice  ?" 

"I  did." 

'^  Tell  me,  good  Joceline,  what  she  said  when  she  re- 
ceived it  .^" 

'*  She  seemed  much  concerned,  sir ;  and  indeed  I  think 
that  she  wept  a  little— but  indeed  she  seemed  very  much 
distressed." 
^^*  And  what  message  did  she  send  to  me  ?" 

^  None,  may  it  please  your  honour — She  b^gan  lo  say, 
*  Tell  my  cousin  Everard  that  I  will  commuqiqate  my  un- 
cle's kind  purpose  to  my  father,  if  I  can  get  fitting  op- 
portunity— but  that  I  greatly  fear* — and  there  checked 
herself,  as  it  were,  and  said,  *  I  will  write^  to  my  cousin  ; 
'  and  as  it  may  be  late  ere  I  have  an  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing with  my  father,  do  thou  come  for  my  answer  after 
service.'^So  I  went  to  church  myself,  to  while  away 
the  time ;  but  when  I  returned  to  the  chase,  I  found  this 
man  had  summoned  my  master  to  surrender,  and  right  or 


W^ogl'Mfil^  ^bt  ikn  tei  tpiff^isioh  «f  ibe  Lodges  I 
would  fain  ^bave  given  your  honour  a  hint  tbtft  the  old 
Knight  and  my  young  mistress 'Wiek'e  lifee  to  take  you  on 
the  form,  but  I  could  not  mend  the  matter." 

"  Thou  hast  done  WdH,  good  fcHo^,  and  I  will  remem- 
ber thee.  And  now,  my  masters^''  he  said,  advancing  t» 
the  brace  of  clerks  or  secretaries,  who  had  in  the  mean- 
while sat  quietly  down  beside  the  scene  bo^tle^  and  made 
up  acquaintance  over  a  glass  of  its  contents^^^^  Liet  me 
renMnd  you,  that  the  night  weaj?  late,** 

"  There  is  sorrt^thing  cries  tinkle,  titikle,  in  the  bottle 
yet,"  said  Wildrake  in  reply. 

<^  Hem  !  tem  !  hem  V  coughed  ^  Colonbl  of  the 
paMiament  s^viee ;  slid  if  hfe  lips  did  not  curse  hk 
compafiiofi^s  imprudence^  I  wiHiiot  answer  for  what  arose 
in  his  heart.^— "  Wefi !"  he  l»id,  observing  that  Wild- 
rake had  filled  his  own  glass  and  Tomkihs's^take  tbut 
parting  glass  and  begone." 

"  Would  you  not  be  pleased  to  hear  first,"  said  Wild- 
rake, **  how  this  honest  gentleman  saw  the  devil  toHiigfat 
look  through  a  pane  of  yonder  window^  and  how  he 
thinks  he  had  a  mighty  stroiSg  >re6ferablance  to  your  wor- 
ship's humble  slave  and  varlet  scribbler  f  WouM  you 
tut  hear  this,  sir,  imd  ja^  «ip  a  ghi^  of  this  very  •rfecom- 
mendablQ  strong  waters  .»*" 

*  I  vi^ill  drink  node,  sir,"  !said<>olonel  Everffpd  utertly ; 
*"and  I  have  to  tell  fou,  that  youlmve  drunken  a  ^siss 
too  much  already. — ^Mr.  Tomkins,  sir,  I  wish  you  good 
night." 

*^  A  W6lrd  hi  l!ieaseii  tt  pwdag^"  Sktid  Tcymkins^ 'sttlnd- 
ing  up  behind^the  long  leithem  back  of  a  chair,  beiiinftig 
atid  snuftting  as  if  |!)rep0rhig  for  «n  exfaortation, 

<*Eitctit^ 'toe,  >sh^,"  replied  MarUhmnEFekrafd  stensly; 
**you  afenc^ howisuffiei^iltly  youimlf  toguide tbedevd- 
lion  6{  ^others." 

<<  Woe  be  to  them  that  r^ect !"  said  the  Sea*et«ry 
of  the  Commissioners,  stalking  o«t  of  die  *f6oni>'«'-tbe 


f^^  Wds  Ibsr  ki  flbuMiig'die  4oW|  <^mpfstmmi  for  fo* 

•<  AimT  ftcMfi  fool  WIMrake,  b^gon^  lo  %  bei-^yovd^r 
't  lies/'  pointing  to  the  Knight's  aputmeivt. 

^  Whdt,  tfaoo  bast  deemed  tb6  k^'s  for  diysdf  f  I 
^iftw  tbee  Ipiit  tbie  4c(«7  bi  iby  (>obk«t»" 

^<  I  wouM  BOt^— -ilttlMd  1  toM  toot  sleep  in  that  apart^ 
ment — ^I  can  sleep  eioirticie  "byt  I  will  watch  in  this 
armed  cbeir*^^!  hiiv^  laiide  faim  pifto6  wood  for  repairing 
the  fire.— >6Md  iibw,  gb  lobeA  fdtfself,  aod  rieep  off  thy 
liquor." 

'*  Liquor  ! — I  laugh  thee  16  iNbcum)  Mark^^^^faou  art  a 
milksop,  and  the  son  of  a  milksop,  and  know'st  not  what 
a  good  felbw  can  do  in  the  way  of  crushing  an  honest 
cup." 

*^  The  whole  vices  of  his  faction  are  in  this  poor  fellow 
individually,"  said  the  Colonel  to  himself,  eying  his  pro^ 
tegee  askance,  as  th^^tblB^  tiikMei  into  the  bed-room 
with  no  very  steady  pace — '^  He  is  reckless,  intemperate, 
dissolute  ;  aisd  if  I  t:^bn6t  ^^  faftn  si^ly  dipped  for 
France,  1be  wilt  certainly  l)e  both  his  6wn  i^uin  and  mine. 
— ^Yet,  withal,  he  is  kind,  brave,  and  generous^  And  would 
have  kept  the  faith  with  uie  which  be  |iow  e^qpects  from 
me ;  and  in  what  vobKsts  ^e  toeril  •of  &»  €f uth,  if  we 
observe  not  otifr  pngbl^d  Word  i^heii  we  have  i^omised  to 
our  hurt  f  I  wifl  take  ihe  libcirty,  howetei*,  tb  ^cure  my- 
self against  farther  interruption  on  bis  part.^' 

SoiMyio^  be  4ook^  the  door  of  communication  be- 
twixt the  sleeping-room,  to  which  the  cavalier  had  re- 
treMeii>,  wit  Ita  piMowr  ^«^aiid  tlian^  aibr  jpisci^  the  flbor 
diiMigbtfottfs  i^itamM  tDtisi^i^lrioMiiiadibeJafap,  and 
dr^w  out  a  Aunber  9[  ieiteri^^^'*  I  wU  if^Ml  these  over 
once  tiioi%^"  betm&i  ^*  dnt^  if  poesible^  the  ^bougbl  of 
pubSc  aflbbvaMTetspel  this  kiA«6  lease  of  persooal  sor- 
row. Graeiotts  IProroleiice)  ^bevfe  is  Ak  to  tnd  !  «We 
have  saeriieed  ibe  peace  of  •ur  fiu^lies,  tbe  warmest 
wishes  Df  oer  ^oun;g^attto,  to  vi^fhetouiitry  ia  which 
we  w^re  Itrtki  bod.  to  iiree  bar  &tnn  «f^ph«i^sion  }  .yet  it 
appears,  that 'every  Mepinhs  fawe  aaade  ^witfdi  liberty* 


has  but  hcQttgfat  us  m  view  of  new  andoiore  terrific  perib, 
as  he  who  travels  iu  a  mountainous  region,  is^  by  eveiy 
«tep  wbicb  elevates  hini  higher,  placed  in  a  situation  of 
more  imminent  hazard." 

He  read  long  and  attentively,  various  tedious  aad  em- 
barrassed letters,  in  which  the  writers,  placing  before  bioi 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  freedom  and  liberties  of  Eng- 
land, as  their  supreme  ends,  could  not,  by  all  the  ambagr 
itory  expressions  they  made  use  of,  prevent. the  shrewd 
eye  of  Markham  Everard  from  seeing,  that  self  intere^ft 
and  views  of  ambition  were  the  principal  rnoving-spring^ 
At  the  bottom  of  their  plots. 


CHAPTER  VL 

Sleep  steals  on  us  even  like  his  brother  Death — 

We  know  not  when  it  comes — we  know  it  must  come^ 

We  may  affect  to  scorn  and  to  contemn  it, 

For  'tis  the  highest  pride  of  human  misery 

To  say  it  knows  abC  of  an  opiate: 

Yet  the  reA  paraoit  the  despairiqf  lewr, 

Even  the  poor  wretch  who  waits  ibr  execution, 

Feels  this  oblivion,  against  which  he  thoi^ht 

His  woes  had  armed  his  senses,  steal  upon  him. 

And  through  the  fenceless  eitadel — ^the  body, 

Surprise  thai  hanghty  garrisoii— 4be  nriad. ^Hbbbxvt; 

Colonel  Evbbabd  experienced  the  truth. ooiMuied 
in  the  verses  of  the  quaint  old  bard  whom  we  have  quoted 
above*  Amid  private  grief^  wai  anxiety  for  a  country 
long  a  prey  to  civil  war,  and  not  likely  to  fall  soon  under 
any  fixed  or  well-established  form  of  government,  Eve-r 
rard^nd  his  father  had,  like  mwnj  others,  turned  tbett 
eyes  to  Greneral  Cromwell,  as  the  person  whose  valour 
Ikd  made  him  the  darling  of  the  army,  wfao&e  strong  sa* 
gacity  had  hithierto  predominated  over  the  high  taleaw 
by  which  be  had  been  assailed  in  Pariiameol^  as  well  m« 
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<Mrer  hts  eBeroies  m  the  field,  %nd  who  was  alono  in  the 
sHuadoo  lo  settle  the  tMiion,  as  the  phrase  then  went ;  or, 
in  other  words,  to  dictate  the  mode  of  government 
The  father  and  son  were  both  reputed  to  stand  iiigh  in 
the  Greneral's  favour.  But  Markham  Everard  was  con- 
scious of  some  particulars,  which  induced  him  to  doubt 
whether  Crom^l  actuaUy,  and  at  heart,  bore  either  to 
his  father  or  to  himself  that  good-will  which  was  gen- 
erally  b^ieved.  He  knew  him  for  a  profound  politician, 
who  couk!  veil  for  any  length  of  time  his  real  sentiments 
of  men  and  things,  until  they  could  be  di^layed  without 
prejudice  to  bis  interest.  And  he  moreover  knew  that 
the  Creneral  was  not  likely  to  forget  the  opposition  which 
the  Presbyterian  party  had  ofiered  to  what  Oliver  called 
the  Great  Matter — the  trial,  namely,  and  execution  of 
the  King.  In  this  opposition,  his  father  and  he  had  anx- 
iously concurred,  nor  bad  the  arguments,  nor  even  the 
naif-expressed  threats  of  Cromwell,  induced  them  to 
flinch  from  that  course,  far  less  to  permit  their  names  to 
be  introduced  into  the  commission  nominated  to  sit  in 
judgment  on  that  memorable  occasion.  • 

This  hesitation  had  occasioned  some  temporary  cold- 
ness between  the  General  and  the  Everards,  father  and 
son.  But  as  the  latter  remained  in  the  army,  and  bore 
arms  under  Cromwell  both  in  Scotland,  and  finally  at 
Worcester,  hia  services  very  frequently  called  forth  the 
approbation  of  his  commander.  After  the  fight  of 
Worcester,  in  particular,  he  was  among  the  number  of 
diose  officers  on  whom  Oliver,  rather  considering  the 
actual  and  practical  extent  of  his  own  power,  than  the 
t^me  under  which  he  exercised  it,  was  with  difficulty 
withheld  from  imposing  the  dignity  of  Knights  Bannerets 
at  his  own  will  and  pleasure.  It  therefore  seemed,  that 
all  recollection  of  former  disagreement  was  obliterated, 
and  that  the  Everards  had  regained  their  former  strong- 
hold in  the  General's  affections.  There  were,  indeed, 
several  who  doubted  this,  and  who  endeavoured  to  bring 
pver  this  distin^idtied  young  officer  to  some  other  of  the 
8     i^oi.*  I.  ' 
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parties  wfaieb  divided  tbe  infaot  Coaamcow^bb^  Bm 
to  these  proposals  be  turned  a  deaf  ear.  £nougb  of 
blood,  he  said,  bad  beea  spiUed*^it  was  tUae  tbal  the 
natfOQ  sbodd  have  repose  under  a  firmly-ealablisbed  gov^ 
ernroeoly  of  strea^  sufficient  lo  proteel  property,  and 
of  lenity  enough  to  encourage  tbe  retura  of  traa^uilHty* 
This,  be  thought,  couid  only  be  acconaplisbed  by  m#a»s 
of  Cromwell,  and  tbe  greater  part  of  JEngbmd  was  of  the 
same  opinion.  It  is  true,  tbat,  io  thus  s^bpiiltiBg  to 
the  domination  of  a  successful  soldier,  those  who  did  so, 
forgot  tbe  princifrfes  upon  which  they  bad  drawn  the 
sword  against  tbe  late  King*  But  i&  revolutions,  stern 
and  high  principles  are  often  obliged  to  give  way  to  tbe 
current  of  existing  circumstances ;  and  io  many  a  ease, 
tvbere  wars  have  b^en  waged  for  points  of  metaphysical 
right,  they  bav^  heen  at  last  gladly  termioaittd,  upon  the 
mere  hope  of  obtaining  general  tranquilUty,  as,  aftef 
many  a  long  siege,  a  garrison  b  often  glad  to  submit  oa 
mere  security  for  life  and  limb. 

.  Colonel  Everard,  therefore,  felt  that  the  support  whicb 
he  aflSsrded  Cromwell,  was  oidy  under  the  idea,  that^ 
amid  a  choice  of  evila,  tbe  least  was  likely  to  ensue  from 
a  man  of  tbe  General's  wisdom  and  valour  being  placed 
at  tbe  bead  of  tbe  state  ;  and  be  was  sensible  that  Oliver 
himself  was  likely  to  condder  bis  attachment  as  luke* 
warm  and  imperfect,  and  measure  bis  gratitude  for  it  upoo 
tbe  same  limited  scale. 

In  tbe  meanwhile,  however,  ciroumstances  compelled 
bim  to  make  trial  of  tbe  General's  friendship.  The  se-» 
questration  of  Woodstock,  and  tbe  warraat  to  tlie  Cobh 
missioners  to  dispose  of  it  as  natiooal  property,  bad  been 
long  granted,  but  tbe  interest  of  tbe  elder  fivorard  had 
for  weeks  and  months  deferred  its  execution.  Tbe  hour 
was  now  apprcMching  when  the  blow  could  be  ao  longer 
parried,  especially  as  Sir  Henry  Lee,  on  his  side,  resisled 
every  proposal  of  submitting  himself  to  tbe  existing  gov«* 
ernment,  and  was  therefore,  now  diat  bis  hour  of  graco 
was  passed,  enrolled  in  tbe  lirt  of  stubbora  and  inre* 
claimable  malignants,  with  whom  the  Council  of  State 


WOODSTOCK*  ST 

was  tfelerinhied  no  loiter  to  keep  tenas.  Tbo  only 
mode  of  protecting  the  old  Knight  and  bis  daughter^  was 
to  interest,  if  possible,  the  General  luaiself  in  the  matter  | 
and  revolving  all  tbe  circumstances  ccmneQted  with  tbeir 
mtercourse,  Colonel  Everard  fek  that  a  request,  wfaicb 
would  so  imnaediatefy  interfore  with  the  interests  of  Des- 
bcmKigh,  tbe  bfothernn^law  of  Cromwell,  and  one  of  the 
present  CommissioDers,  was  puttii^  to  a  very  severe  tri^l 
Ae  friendship  of  the  latter.     Yet  no  alternative  remained* 

With  this  view,  and  agreeably  to  a  request  from  CroQ)*< 
well,  who  at  parting  had  been  very  urgent  to  have  bis 
written  opinion  upon  public  affiurs.  Colonel  Everard  paa^ 
ed  the  earlier  part  of  the  night  in  arranging  bis  tdeaa 
upon  the  state  of  the  comnaoowealtb,  in  a  plan  which  b^ 
thought  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  Cromwell,  as  it^borl* 
ed  him,  under  the  aid  of  Providence,  to  become  tb^ 
sai^ur  of  tbe  state,  by  convoking  a  free  Parliament,  and 
by  their  aid  placing  binsself  at  the  head  of  some  form 
of  liberal  and  established  govemmefit,  which  might  m& 
persede  the  estate  of  anarchy,  in  which  the  nation  was 
otherwise  likely  to  be  mei^ed.  Taking  a  general  view 
of  the  totally  broken  condition  of  the  royalists,  and  of  ibt 
various  factions  which  now  convulsed  the  slate,  he  sbowed 
bow  this  might  be  done  without  bkiodsbed  or  vioteocet 
From  this  toj^e  be  descended  to  the  propriety  of  keeping 
up  the  becofliing  state  of  the  executive  governmeJiA,  in 
whose  hands  soever  it  should  be  lodged,  and  thus  showed 
Cromwell,  as  the  future  StadthoMer,  or  Consul,  or  Uevh 
tenaht^eneral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  a  prospect 
of  demesne  and  residences  becoming  his  dignttyt  Tbi^n 
be  naturally  passed  to  the  disparking  and  destroying  of 
die  royal  rendences  of  England,  made  a  woful  picture 
df  the  demolition  which  impended  over  Woodstock,  wd 
iBtenceded  fer  tbe  preservation  of  that  beautiful  seat,  as 
a  matter  of  personal  favour,  in  which  he  found  bimi elf 
deeply  interested. 

Cotonel  Everard,  when  he  had  finiebed  his  letter,  did 
not  find  himself  greatly  risen  in  his  own  oi^ioo..  in  tbe 
course  of  his  political  conduct,  be  had  till  this  hour  avoid- 
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ed  mixing  up  personal  nootives  with  bis  public  groundft 
of  action,  and  yet  be  now  felt  himself  making  such  a  com* 
position.  But  be  comforted  himself,  or  at  least  silenced 
this  unpleasing  recollection,  with  the  consideration,  that 
the  weal  of  JBritain,  studied  under  the  aspect  of  the  times, 
absolutely  required  that  Cromwell  sbould  be  at  the  head 
of  the  government ;  and  that  the  interest  of  Sir  Henry 
Lee,  or  rather  bis  safety  and  bis  existence,  no  less  em- 
phatically demanded  the  preservation  of  Woodstock,  and 
his  residence  there.  Was  it  a  fault  of  bis,  that  the  same 
road  sbould  lead  to 'both  these  ends,  or  that  his  private 
interest,  and  tliat  of  the  country,  should  happen  to  mix  in 
the  same  letter  ?  He  hardened  himself,  therefore,  to  the 
act,  made  up  and  addressed  bis  packet  to  the  Lord  Gen- 
eral, and  then  sealed  it  with  his  seal  of  arms.  This  done, 
be  lay  back  in  bis  chair  ;  and,  in  spite  of  his  expectations 
to  the  contrary,  fell  asleep  in  the  course  of  bis  reflections, 
anxious  and  harassing  as  they  were,  and  did  not  awaken 
until  the  cold  grey  light  of  dawn  was  peeping  through  the 
eastern  oriel. 

He  started  at  first,  rousing  himself  with  the  sensation 
of  one  v^ho  awakes  in  a  place  unknown  to  him  ;  but  the 
localities  instantly  forced  themselves  on  his  recollection. 
The  lamp  burning  dimly  in  the  socket,  the  wood-fire  al- 
most extinguished  in  its  own  white  embers,  the  gloomy 
picture  over  the  chimney-piece,  the  sealed  packet  on  the 
table — all  reminded  him  of  the  events  of  yeste«*day,  and 
bis  deliberations  of  the  succeeding  night. 

**  There  is  no  help  for  it,"  be  said  ;  "  it  must  be 
Cromwell  or  anarchy.  And  probably  the  sense,«  that  bis 
title,  as  head  of  the  Executive  Government,  is  derived 
merely  from  popular  consent,  may  check  the  too  natural 
proneness  of  power  to  render  itself  arbitrary.  If  ha 
govern  by  Parliaments,  and  with  regard  to  the  privileges 
of  the  subject,  wherefore  not  Oliver  as  well  as  Charles  ? 
But  I  must  take  measures  for  having  this  conveyed  safely 
to  the  hands  of  this  future  sovereign  Prince.  It  will  be 
well  to  tak^  the  first  word  of  influence  with  him,  smc^. 
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tuere  must  be  many  who  will  not  hesitate  to  recommend 
counsels  more  violent  and  precipitate." 

He  determined  to  intrust  tbe  important  packet  to  the 
charge  of  Wildrake,  whose  rashness  was  never  so  distin- 
guished, as  when  by  any  chance  he  was  left  idle  and  un- 
employed ;  besides,  even  if  his  faith  had  not  been  oth- 
erwise uninopeachable,  the-  obligations  which  he  owed  to 
his  friend  Everard  must  have  rendered  it  such. 

•These  conclusions  passed  through  Colonel  Everard's 
mind,  as,  collecting  the  remains  of  wood  in  the  chimney, 
he  gathered  them  into  a  hearty  blaze,  to  remove  the  un- 
comfortable feeling  of  chillness  which  pervaded  his 
limbs  ;  and  by  the  time  he  was  a  little  more  warm,  again 
sunk  into  a  slumber  which  was  only  dispelled  by  the 
beams  of  morning  peeping  into  his  apartment. 

He  arose,  roused  himself,  walked  up  and  down  the 
room,  and  looked  from  the  large  oriel  window  on  the 
nearest  objects,  which  were  the  untrimmed  hedges  and 
neglected  walks  of  a  certain  wilderness,  as  it  is  called  in 
ancient  treatises  on  gardening,  which,  kept  of  yore  well 
ordered,  and  in  all  the  pride  of  tbe  topiary  art,  presented 
a  succession  of  yew-trees  cut  into  fantastic  forms,  of  close 
alleys,  and  of  open  walks,  filling  about  two  or  three 
acres  of  ground  on  that  side  of  the  Lodge,  and  forming 
a  boundary  between  its  immediate  predocts  and  tbe  open 
Park.  Its  inclosure  was  now  broken  down  in  many 
places,  and  the  hinds  with  .their  fawns  fed  free  and  un- 
startled  up  to  the  very  windows  of  the  sylvan  palac* . 

This  had  been  a  favourite  scene  of  Markham's  sports 
when  a  boy.  He  could  still  distinguish,  though  now  grown 
out  of  shape,  the  verdant  battlements  of  a  Gothic  castle, 
all  created  by  the  gardner's  shears,  at  which  he  was  ac- 
customed to  shoot  his  arrows,  or,  stalking  before  it  like 
the  Knight-errants  of  whom  he  read,  was  wont  to  blow 
his 'horn,  and  bid  defiance  to  the  supposed  giant  or  Pay- 
nim  Knight,  by  whom  it  was  garrisoned.  He  remem- 
bered how  be  used  to  train  his  cousin,  though  several 
years  younger  than  himself,  to  bear  a  part  in  those  revels 

8*      VOb.    I. 
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(yf  his  boyish  fancy,  and  to  play  the  character  of  an  elfid 
page,  or  a  fairy,  or  an  enchanted  princess.  He  remem- 
bered, tod,  ntiatty  particulars  of  their  later  acquaintance, 
from  which  he  had  been  almc^  necesscurily  led  to  the 
conclusion,  that  ftt>m  an  early  period  their  parents  had 
entertaii^ed  SOilVe  idtstt,  that  there  might  be  a  well-fitted 
match  betwixt  his  fair  cousin  and  himself.  A  thousand 
visions  formed  in  90  bright  a  prospect  had  vanished  along 
with  It,  but  now  returned  Kke  shadows,  to  remind  him 
of  all  he  had  test-^-^ind  ht  what  ?— *«  For  the  isake  of 
England,^  his  proud  consciousness  repHed,-— **  Of  Eng- 
land, in  danger  of  becoming  the  prey  at  once  of  bigotry 
and  tymnny.'*  And  h^  strengthened  himsetf  with  tiie 
recollection,  *  If  I  h«ve  saOrifi^?ed  my  private  happiness, 
it  is  that  my  coimtty  rtrtty  feojoy  Iberty  of  conscience,  and 
personal  freedoiH  ;  wmch,  uttd^  a  weak  Prince  and 
usurping  statesmen,  Ae  tvas  but  too  Kkely  to  have  test.*' 

But  the  bu^  fi^nd  in  his  breast  wouM  not  be  repulsed 
by  the  bold  ans#er.  **  Has  thy  resistance^'*  it  demand- 
ed, «  availed  Iby  tonntry,  Matkham  Ef^ard  f  Lies 
not  EngkiDd,  aftet  «o  mndi  bloodsihed ^  and  so  mud^h  mis^ 
erf,  as  low  btin^ath  "die  s#ord  of  t  fortunate  sohliet  as 
Ibrtirerly  mUet  Ae  seeptre  of  an  encroaching  Prince  ? 
Are  ParliameM,  or  what  remains  of  them,  ftt«d  to  con- 
Vend  vMi  t  leat!tet,tntsiet  of  his  soldiers'  hearts,  as  bold 
and  subtle  as  he  !s  nn)>enetrable  in  his  d<toigns  f  iThis 
General,  who  hoMs  the  arttiy,  fend  by  that  the  ftte  of  the 
nation  in  his  hand,  WiR  he  h^  dotm  Ins  power  because 
fihilosophy  'wouM  pronounce  it  Us  duty  to  become  a 
snbject  ?»' 

He  *ay^  not  answw*  th«  his  knowledge  of  Cromwefl 
authorf^ed  hitn  to  estpeet  any  Isueh  act  of  self*^denial. 
Yet  still  he  CdhMider^d  that  in  limes  of  diieh  infinite  diffi- 
Cutty,  that  must  be  ihfe  best  government,  however  little 
dtesifaWe  m  itself,  <#faich  should  most  speedily  restore 
Mace  to  the  land,  tnd  stop  the  wounds  which  the  con- 
fending  parties  were  daily  inflicting  on  each  other.  He 
Imagined  that  OtomweH  was  the  Only  authority  under 
which  a  steady  government  could  be  formed,  and  there- 


fbre  htA  atUcbal  hinMelf  to  his  fortune,  ibotigli  Dot  wfth^ 
oQt  coi^siderable  And  recorrhg  doubts,  bow  far  serving 
the  views  of  this  impenetrable  and  mysterious  General 
vras  consistent  with  the  principles  under  which  he  bad 
assumed  artns. 

While  these  things  passed  in  his  mind,  Ererard  looked 
upon  tbe  packet  which  lay  on  the  table  addressed  to  the 
fiord  General,  and  which  be  had  made  up  beibre  sleep. 
He  hesitated  several  times,  when  he  remembered  its  pur^ 
port,  and  in  what  degree  he  must  stand  committed  with 
tfisA  personage,  and  bound  to  support  bis  plans  of  aggran- 
dizement, when  once  that  communication  was  in  OKver 
Cromwell's  possession. 

**  Yet  it  must  be  so,**  he  said  at  last,  with  a  deep 
sigh.  *^  Among  the  contending  parties,  he  is  the  strong- 
est— ^the  wisest  aud  most  moderate — and  ambitious 
though  he  be,  perhaps  not  the  most  dangerous.  Some 
one  must  be  trusted  with  power  to  preserve  and  enforce 
general  order,  and  who  can  possess  or  wield  such  power 
like  him  that  is  head  of  the  victorious  armies  of  England  ? 
Come  what  will  in  future,  peace  and  tbe  restoration  of 
law  ought  to  b6  our  first  and  most  pressing  object.  This 
rernnant  Of  a  Pitrliament  cannot  keep  their  ground  against 
the  army,  hy  mdtt  appeal  to  the  sanction  of  opinion.  If 
they  desigti  to  reduce  the  soldiery,  it  must  be  by  actual 
warfare,  and  the  lattd  has  been  too  long  steeped  in  blood. 
But  Cromwell  may,  and  I  trust  will,  make  a  moderate  ac* 
commodation  wfth  them,  on  grounds  by  which  peace  may 
be  preserved  )  and  it  is  this  to  which  we  must  look  and 
trust  for  a  settlement  of  the  kingdom,  alas  !  and  for  tbe 
ehant^e  of  protecting  my  ^tinate  kinsman  from  the  con<* 
sequences  of  his  honest  tnough  absurd  pertinacity.** 

Silencing  some  intemal  feelings  of  doubt  and  reluct 
ance  by  such  reasoning  as  this,  Markhaiti  Everard  con 
tinned  in  bis  resolution  to  Unite  himself  with  Cromwell 
in  the  struggle  which  was  evidently  approaching  betwixt 
the  civil  and  military  authorities }  not  as  the  course  which. 
If  at  perfect  liberty,  he  would  have  preferred  adopting, 
Vut  as  llie  best  choice  between  two  dangerous  extremi- 
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ties  to  which  the  times  had  reduced  him.  He  could  not 
help  trembling,  however,  when  he  recollected  that  his 
father,  though  hitherto  the  admirer  of  Cfomwell,  as  the 
implement  by  whom  so  many  marvels  had  been  wrought 
in  England,  might  not  be  disposed  to  unite  with  his  inter- 
est against  that  of  the  Long  Parliament^  of  wUch  he 
had  been,  till  partly  laid  aside  by  continued  indisposition , 
an  active  and  leading  member.  This  doubt  also  he  was 
obliged  to  swallow,  or  strangle,  as  he  might ;  but  consol- 
ed himself  with  the  ready  argument,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible his  father  could  see  matters  in  another  light  thaa 
that  4n  which  they  occurred  to  himself. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

DETERmNBD  at  length  to  despatch  his  packet  to  tho 
General  without  delay.  Colonel  Everard  approached  the 
door  of  the  apartment,  ui  which,  as  was  evident  from  the 
heavy  breathing  within,  the  prisoner  Wildrake  enjoyed  a 
deep  slumber,  under  the  influence  of  liquor  ai  once  and 
of  fatigue.  In  turning  the  key,  the  bolt,  which  was 
rather  rusty,  made  a  resistance  so  noisy,  as  partly  to  at- 
tract the  sleeper's  attention,  though  not  to  awake  him* 
Everard  stood  by  his  bed-side,  as  he  heard  him  mutter, 
'  Is  it  morning  already,  jailor  ? — ^Why,  you  dog,  an'  you 
had  but  a  cast  of  humanity  in  you,  you  would  qualify  your 
vile  news  with  a  cup  of  sack,-^hanging  is  sorry  work,  my 
masters-— and  sorrow's  dry."^ 

*^  Up,  Wildrake — up,  thou  ill-omened  dreamer,"  said 
his  friend,  shaking  him  by  the  collar. 

, "  Hands  off!"  answered  the  sleeper. — *'  I  can  climb  a 
ladder  without  help,  I  trow." — He  then  sat  up  in  the 
bed,  and  opening  his  eyes,  stared  around  him,  and  ex- 
claimed, "  Zounds  !  Mark,  is  it  only  thou  f  I  thought  ii 
was  all  over  with  me — fetters  were  struck  from  my  legi 


^r-rrope  dnwB  roiiBd  my  grflel — iioira  knocked  off  my 
band8-**4iU  ready  far  a  dance  in  the  open  element  upon 
slight  footing.'' 

"Truce  wkb  Ifay  ibUy^  WUihrake!  soie  the  devHof 
drkky  to  whom  thou  haat,  I  think,  sokl  tlqrseif  ■      "' 

^  For  a  hogshead  of  aaek/'  interrufrted  WiMrake  ; 
^  '^  the  bargain  was  made  m  a  cellar  in  the  riatry.'' 

**  I  am  as  mad  as  thou  art,  to  trust  anything  to  thee,'' 
said  Markham  ;  *'  I  scarce  believe  thou  hast  thy  senses 
yet-" 

<<  Wlmt  should  ail  me  ?"  said  Wildrake*-<<  I  drust  I 
have  not  tasted  liquor  in  my  sleep,  saving  that  I  dream- 
ed of  drinking  small-beer  with  Old  Noll,  of  his  own  brew- 
tug.  But  do  not  look  so  gkim,  man — ^I  am  the  same 
Roger  Wildrake  that  I  ever  was  ;  as  wild  as  a  maUard, 
but  as  true. as  a  gamecock,  I  am  thine  own  chum,  man— 
bound  to  thee  by  thy  kind  deedsr — devimctus  benefido"^ 
A&re  is  Latin  for  it ;  and  wnere  is  the  thing  thou  wilt 
charge  me  with,  that  I  will  not,  or  dare  not  execute, 
were  it  to  pick  the  devil's  te^  with  my  rapier,  after  he 
had  break4sted  upon  roundheads?" 

"  You  will  drive  me  mad,"  said  EveranL — "  When 
I  am  about  to  intrust  all  I  have  most  valuable  on  ^jrth  to 
your  management,  your  conduct  and  language  are  those 
of  a  mere  Bedlamite.  Last  aiglu  I  made  dlowance  for 
thy  drunken  fury  ;  but  who  can  endure  thy  morning  mad- 
ness ?-^it  is  uiuafe  for  thyself  aacil  me,  Wildrake— >it  is 
unkind — I  might  say  ungratefuL" 

^^  Nay,  do  not  say  tktU^  my  friend,"  said  the  cavalier, 
wkh  some  show  of  feeling  ;  "  and  do  not  judge  of  me 
with  a  severity  that  cannot  apply  to  such  as  I  am.  We 
who  have  lost  our  all  in  these  sad  jars,  who  are  compell- 
ed to  shift  for  our  living,  not  from  day  u>  day,  but  from 
meal  to  meal— -we  wliose  only  hiding-place  is  the  jail, 
whose  proiq>ect  of  final  repose  is  the  gallows,-— what 
can'st  tlMHi  expect  from  us,  but  to  bear  such  a  lot  with 
a  light  heart,  since  we  should  break  down  under  it  with 
a  heavv  one  f" 


This  wss  qioken  in  «  Ioim  of  feeiiag  whkh 
neipoadiog  string  ki  Eivenird's  bosom.      Ho  took  Us 
friend's  band,  and  pressed  it  kindly. 

«  Nliy,  ir  I  msmeri  Jmsb  to  1I106,  WiUlvkov  i  pfe^dess 
it  w^is4or-thiiie4»#a  sake  moft-elbobiiutiew  IknowHwo 
faostiatidi^  boMom  of  thy  lovfty^  ao  ibcp  o  priiioi|lte  of 
honour  iKd  feotttig  as  eves  gofosood  a  Innaa  heiH-t. 
Bot  UMl  mn  Jthoogbiloso^-^tboo  «rt  «asb>«^aad  I  protest 
10  ithee,  Aaft  iMert  tboii  to  ketraytbytodf  intkiBiimilter  ia 
which  I  trust  thee,  the  evil  consequences  to  myself  would 
il^c^aAfct  iM  motm  dlaa  tke  thought  of  pidtiag  ikte  into 
saoh  daAgiWi" 

**  Nay^  if  you  takfe  il  6n  that  looe^  Mark,"  said  tho 
savalier,  iiMkilig  aa  leffiM  to  lattgh,  ofidently  that  fas 
<niglit  ooneeal  a  teodenoy  to  a  di&mit  emotioo,  **  thot 
wth  make  diiUlfen  of  us  both-*-4>ab6s  and  miokKnga,  by 
jhefeMtof  thisWbo^'  Coaae^tnaitnie;  loanbeenmiaMfc 
nvheQ  time^eqaites  i44--<io  man  over  saw  me  drink  when 
an  alort  was  irsfiecled^^*««nd  not  one  pomr  pint  of  wiao 
will  I  aaato  oattil  I  haw  aMtaaged  (bis  matter  Sx  tfaea^ 
Well,  I  am  thy  secretaiy-^-^Hshrk^^^-Ibad  fiirgot— <«iid car^ 
ry  thy  despatefaes  to  Giomwell,  taking  good  heed  not  to 
hie  Biirprieed  lor  lohoHaed  out  of  my^kmip  of  loyadly, 
(striking  his  ^er  on  the  paoket^)  aad  I  am  to  defarer 
it  to  the  tnost  k^ad  baarfs  to  wUch  it  is  most  hmBUy  ad«- 
di*es80d^*^Adzodks,  Harki  tUok  of  it  a  aK>metit  ki^gBr 
«*^Bttfeiy  diotk  wfll  not  cany  diy  penwrseness  so  far»  as 
to  strike  in  with  this  bhxMly*miaded  rebel  f  *— Bid  me 
•^rre  bim  three  inckca  of  my  dodgeon^dagger,  and  I  will 
do  it  much  mora  willingly  than  praaeat  hira  aath  tiqr 
packet." 

^<  Op  to,"  re|died  Everard,  ^<  this  is  heyead  our  bto- 
gain.  If  you  will  help  me,  it  is  wall ;  if  not,  let  me  loae 
no  tinsa  in  debating  with  thee,  since  ithiak  avery  moment 
an  ap^  tiH  the  packet  is  in  the  Gaaeral's  paasessioa*  It 
IS  the  only  way  left  me  to  obtain  some  prateeliQii,  and  a 
place  of  refuge  for  my  uncda  and  his  danghter." 

*<  That  being  the  case,"  said  the  cavdier,  ^*  I  will  not 
spare  the  spur.     My  nag  up  yonder  at  the  town  will  be 


r^ady  f&tAa  T<m4  m  m  ttice«  Mid  Am  narat  reokoB  ob 
07  Mug  ^tfa  Old  NqU-^7  Gm«i»1  1  meiiH-^n  m 
short  tinMss  aMB  mod  bone  mmjeonanrnthetmixt  Wood- 
atoek  and  Windmr,  nvhote  I  tfaiok  I  abail  for  tfae  fNreseot 
find  thy -ftiaiid  hmfimg  fonmnon  wbara  Iw  has  alaio." 

^  flhtthf  Mt  a  void  ^if  tbat.  Sisca  w»  parted  laat 
Mighty  I  iM«a.«ba|Md  thaa  a  path  vbioh  will  suit  tfcM 
better  than  to  assume  the  decency  of  language,  and  of 
ousaaafdflMainer^fif^mhicbahDiiiMMtsoJiaku  Ihaveac- 
^auitsd  iho'^reMralAiil.tbou  haai  Wen  by  bad  examfife 
«Ml  bid jwhicatian  mn  *^ 

'f'  Whioh  lis  aoifae  intafpralad  by  oontHtfiM^  1  Jbafie#" 
widdTiUrahe^  .^SutyB^n  I  hove  Imai  at  weU  iMm  and 
bred  up  as  any  lad  of  Leicestersbife  might  idawRa." 

>«  Nowi  Ifskboe  huliHN^thou  tot,  1  a^r^  l^  bad  ex- 
•iB}dBbooaaae«t<aoe4iiMaMahgBaQt,aBd  miixedaoilha 
fan^«C  the  date  King,  fiut  eeeiog  mh^i  thiqgf  nete 
wrought  in  the  nation  by  the  iiSeoeiMiU  thou  baaticoine  to 
ft  deiniesa-ieaobing  his  'calling  'to  be  a  gi^at  in^d^aaent 
in  die  aattkama  of  ibese  diatraeiad  kjogdooMu  This 
aioeMoit^ifdiaewiUiiat  oaiy  lead  bim  to  pani  over  aom^ 
<flf  Aif-fmrmuiakimt  afaMdd  they  braafc  om  in  ^ite  of 
thee,  but  will  also  give  thee  an  interest^itb  t^AaMi  bfm^ 
aBom  espeoiaily  attached  lo  his  own  pewoa." 

Mj>oHbdes8,"  «d  Wildrake,  ^'aaeveiy  Csbar  kraaa 
tiestdie  trottto  4hat  ati  of  hia  own  ticUk^.** 

^it  iB  likely.,  I  d»ak,  be  wiU  aend  ibee  bitber  with  let- 
•tavs  ae  me,''  aaid  the  Colonel,  **  enaUiug  me  W  put -a 
•tc^  «e  the  prooeedftogs  of  these  sequestrator^,  a»d  \q  give 
4poor  old  SwHaBiy  Let  pemiaaioB  to«liQger  out  bia  day^ 
among  the  oaks  bla  Joves  to  look  upuSf  I  beve  niadp 
tbiasBytfe^iaBBt.ae  GeiMMlCvamwelU.aed  4  think  my 
ifiithor^a  ftioBdsbqp  end  .my  owe  ««y  ^trelab  ao  fiir  .09 
Mb  nagud  ii  iihaai  «iak  of  ora«>kaiig>  /oa peeially  atj^Bdiac 
■BBirrna  aa  ahaf  mmm  de^^-^ou  dosa  MdevaMKl  ?" 

^  Bniffdy  unOr '  aaid'die<a«aUer ;  y  ^trelob,  tpaolba  i 
— I  would  hdbff  (tAoaleh  « trope  cbaa  hotd  reooMn^ice  with 
the  old  King-killing  ruffian.  But  I  have  said  I  will  be 
guided  by  thee*  Mankbain^  apd  r^t  me  but  J  w^Ui" 


<  ^  Be  camioas  tbe^,"  said  Evertrd,  ^  niatk  ureH  what 
he  does  aud  sajrs^-^more  espeekilly  what  be  does  ;  ior 
Oliver  is  one  of  those  whose  mind  is  bettec  koownbjr  his 
actions  than  by  bis  word^-^and  stay-^I  warrant  ibee 
thou  weit  setting  off  without  a  cross  in  thy.  purse?"   . 

"Too  true,  Mark,"  said  Wildrake,  **  the  kat  noble 
melted  last  night  among  yonder  blaokguard  troopers  of 
yours*" 

«  Well,  Roger,"  replied  the  Odonel,  '^  that  is.  easily 
mended."  So  saying,  he  slipped  bis  purse  into  bis 
friend's  hand.  "  But  art  thou  not  an  inconsiderate 
weather-brained  fellow,  to  set  forth  as^houwert  about  to 
•do'  without  any  thing  to  bear  thy  <^bftrges-Mvfaat  cbuldst 
thou  have  dofie  .'^"    . 

-    "  Faith,  I  nevier  thought  of  that— I  mt&st  have'  cried 
Kiiand,  I  suppose,  to  the  first  piir^> townsman,  or  greasy 
Vizier,  that  I  met  o'  the  heath — it  w  many  a  good  fel- 
Kiw"s  shift  in  these  bad  times." 

'  •'  Go  to,"  said  Everard  ;  "be  cautious-^use  none  <^ 
your  loose  Acquaintance — rule  your  t(»igue-»— beware  of 
the  wine-pot— -for  there  is  little  danger  if  thou  couldst 
only-  but  keep  thyself  sober-^Be  moietrnm  m  speeofa, 
and  forbear  oaths  of  raupting." 

"  In  short,  naetamorphose  myself,  into  such  a  prig  as 
thon  art,  Mark? — Well,"  said  Wildrake,  "  so  far  afe  out- 
side will  go,  I  tbmk  i  can  make  a  Hope'^n-^high  Bomby* 
a.^  well  as  thou  canst.  Ah  !  those  were  merry  days'when 
wfe  saw  Mills  present  Bomby  at  the  Fortune  pbiy^iouse, 
Mark,  ere  I  had  lost  my  laced  cloak  and  the  jewel  in 
ray  ear,  or  thou  hadst  gotten  the  wrinkle  on  tby  brew, 
and  the  puritanic  twist  of  thy  mustache!" 

"  They  Were  like  most  worldly  pleasures,  Wildrake^" 
replied  Everard,  "  sweet  in  the  mouth  and  Intter  in 
sKgestion.^ — But  away  with  thee  ;  and  when  thoa  bnngfst 
back  my  answer,  thou  wilt  find  me  either  here  <»*  at  Snat 
George's  Inn,  at  the  little  borough. — Grood  luck  to  thee 
-^Be  but  cautious  how  thou  bearest  thyself." 

*  A  puritanic  character  in  one  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  plaA'g 
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The^Jobii^  rettMrfii<*<^  ill  4«ep  «»di|miDfi. — <'  libiak/' 
he  said,  ''  I  have  not  pledged  myself  too  far  to  tbe6«D- 
eral.  A  breach  betYreea  hin  anji  the  PariiamentseeiDtf 
ttvevitaMe,  ami  would  throw  Ettgkad  back  into  civil  war, 
of  ^bicb  all  men  are  wearied.  He  may  didike  ray  met- 
senger — ^yet  that  I  do  not  greatly  fear.  He  kiiows  I 
would  choose  such  as  1  ean  myself  depend  on,  and  bath 
dealt  enough  with  the  stricter  sort  to  be  aware  that  there 
are  among  them,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  men  who  eao 
hide  two  faees  under  one  hood." 


CHAPTER  Vm. 

For  there  in  kfiy  air  was  aeen  to  stand 
The  8t«^  Prot«ctpr  of  the  ooaqiier'd  land : 
Drawu  in  that  ]ook  with  which  he  wept  and  swore. 
Turned  out  the  members,  and  made  fast  the  door, 
Ridding  the  house  of  every  knave  and  drone, 
Fereod— though  h  gtiev'd  kb  «mI— ^  rule  sdone. 

Thi  Fnmk  Cmanmp    Cka«o, 

LfiAVri^o  Colonel  Everard  to  his  mediutioBSy  we  fol- 
low tbe  jolly  cavalier,  his  eompavion,  who,  before  motnn- 
'ing  at  ^  Oeorge^  did  not  fiiil  to  treat  binpelf  to  his  morn- 
ing-drttught  of  eggs  and  mueca^Hne,  to  usable  him  io  faoe 
%\\e  harvest  wind* 

Akttough  he  bad-  suiered  biittseif  to  be  sunk  in  the 
exti^vagafift  licfeaee  wMeb  was  praetieed  by  the  cavaliers, 
ns  if  to  oppose  ibeif  coviduet  in  every  point  to  tbe  pre- 
ciseness  of;  their  ^neenies,  yet  Wildrmke,  weU-boni-  and 
vreif^edncaied,  anA^nd^wsed  with  good  natural  parts,  awl 
n  Uean  which  even  debauchery,  and  the  wild  ti&  of  a 
touring  cavalier,  hlid  nee  been  able  entirely  to  corrupt, 
moved  on  his  present  embassy  with  a  strange  mxture  of 
9     TOL.   \.  ^  ' 


^xpeMDced* 

His  f^lkigs  iqs  a  l^j^ist  hi  Um  to  d^taat  OromweU,  * 
whom  to  Qtlier^oireufiiiA«»O0s  be  'Would  scarce  have  wi3b- 
e«l  to^see.^  ico^cept  in  a  field  of  balUe,, where  he  could  have 
Iliad  Om  pleasure  to  excban^  piatol-shots  with  him*  But 
Imth  >thjs  batt^  4bef  e  was  ipai}(ed  a  certaiii  degree  of 
/ear*.  Al\wayi  wictoriows  wjberever  be  4oM&Jjlf  the  re- 
.tfi«rk)ibte  f/&t^QB  mb^m  W^Jdra^  w<ds  now  a|)^oacUii)g 
had  acquired  that  influettce  i^v^- 1)^  ^^ii^b  ^i]i\^  m^' 
inies,  which  constant  success  is  so  apt  to  inspire — they 
dreaded  while  they  hated  him — and  joined  to  these  feel- 
ings, was  a  restless  meddling,  xuriosity,  which  mdde  a 
particular  feature  in  Wildrake's  character,  who,  having 
long  had  little  business  of  his  own,  and  caring  nothing 
about  that  which  b^  badt  jW^  ^s^^y  attracted  by  the  de- 
sire of  seeing  whatever  was  curious  or  interesting  around 
him. 

<'  I  should  like  to  see  the  old  rascal  after  aH,"  be  said, 
^  were  it  but  to  say  that  I  had  seen  him.'^ 

He  reached  Windsor  in  the  afternoon^  and  felt  on  bis 
arrival  the  ^stroogest  iQ^UQatioo  to  take  up  |u^  residence 
at  «MQe  of  bit  oM  hatiDta,iWhen  he  had  occasionally  fre- 
quented that  fair  town  in  gayer  days.      But  resisting  all 
4emptatioB8  of  this  kind,  be  iRrenl  courageously  to  the 
priocipal  imi^  from  .wUcb  its  anciept  eaibleni,  the  Gajrter 
-bad  long  diiafip^tfed.      TJm  »CBa«t«r,  loo,  whom  Wild- 
rake,  experieneed  in  bis  knowledge  of  land^rds,  aad 
bostelries,  bad  remembered  a  dashing  Mine  Host  of 
Queeo  Bess'fl  schocd,  bad  xiom  aobenad  do^o  to  the  tern. 
.per  of  ibe  times,  abook  bis  bda4  wb^n  be  aipoke  of  the 
Parltament,  Hdqlded  Jua  spigot  iwitb  ibe^gravhjr  of  a  priest 
aooduocifig  a  sacarifioe,  wisbed  EoghAd  a  happy  issue  out 
.o£  all  hor  afflictiom,  jiad  gveatly  lauAed  iiia  JSKceUeacy 
the  Lord  GSeaeraL      WiUrake  also  irema«k^9  that  his 
wins  WM  belter  thao  it  was  wont  to  be»  the  Puritans 
baruig  wm  eaBeidionl  gift  M  -deteotiiig  m^  ^laf^y  in  ^ai 
matter ;  and  that  his  measures  were  lessi  and  bis  ebar^es 
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larger  diitutesttaites  mhkk  be  mm  hAmo%d  to  i 
to,  by  mine  host  talking  a  good  deal  about  bis  eooicieftoe. 
He  was  told  by  this  important  penoiMge,  that  the  Lord 
Oeneral  received  frankfy  aH  sorts  of  persons  j  iikI  diat 
he  might  obtain  access  to  bhn  iiest  momiiig,  at  eigkt 
o'clock,  forihe  ttrooMe  bf  presentmg  himself  at  the  castle 
gate,  and  tmnemncing  biiiiself  us  the  bearer  ef  despatebes 
to  bis  Ext^lIen^Jr. 

To  the  castle,  the  disginsed  cavalier  repaired  at  tbe 
konr  appohited.  Admittance  was  freely  permitted  to 
fahn  by  the  red^-^inted  ^dier,  who  with  austere  iooks, 
and  hh  imisket  on  his  shoulder,  mounted  guard  at  tbe 
external  gate  tsf  that  noble  bafldtng.  Wildrake<MtMsed 
tfarotigh  the  tinder-ward  or  court,  gating  es  be  passed 
opon  tbe  beautiftii  'Cfaapei,  wbfcb  bad  but  lately  receiired 
h)  darkness  and  silence,  Are  unbonouredremMisof  tbe 
$lau^tered  Kittg  of  England.  Rough  as  WMdfake  mi$^ 
the  recoilecHon  6f  this  circumstance  affected  bim  m 
^strongly,  that  he  had  nearly  turned  back  jn  a  sort  of  faw*- 
ror,  rather  than  face  the  dark  and  daring  man,  to  wbotM^ 
^mongit  all  the  aetetsfn  that  melancholy  a Anr^  ia  tragic 
\conch»Tdo  was  chiefly  -to  be  imputed.  But  be  fek  ^ 
necessity  of  subduing  M  itenumentB  of  i^  nature,  and 
compelled  himself  to  proceed  in  a  negotiati^^n  <hitrusi)ed 
to  his  coiidnct  by  one  to  wtiotti  fee  was  so  much  obliged 
es  Cdlntiel  Everaf dw  At  the  ascent,  whkA  passed  by 
the  Round  Tower,  "be  k>^^d  to  ^e  eftitgn-^iaff',  from 
Vrhichtht3  btiAher  rk  England  was  wont^  float.  Jt  was 
gone  wift  M  its  rich  emMsiti^nry,  its  gorgeouft  ^aneiw 
mgs,  and  ^lendid  embroiderer  >  «iid  in  iis  room  waved 
that  of  the  Commonwealth,  tbe  cross  of  Saiwt  4ieol»ge, 
m  it*  colours  of  %kie  attd  ted,  *ot  yet  iaievseoied  by  Sie 
dtagGKiftI  t;tossof  6cbtkmd,^ich  was  soon  «fter 'affstiai>- 
ed  a:s  if  in  etidetk^  ^^^Bng^nd's  oonquesit  0¥er  Iter  -m^ 
c^t  eh^^my.  Th^  dhahge  of  ^^m/igns  ineveased  the  train 
of  bis  gloomy  refl^fdeions,  irt  'Which,  aMiough  oontmry  to 
his  wOnt,hebl^csMie  isodeefjly  wtapped,that  the  first  thing 
which  tecdted  hftvi  to  Mms^,  was  the  ^altenge  from 
the  senline],  accotnpattbd  with  a  strolpe  of  the  but  of  his* 
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musket  on  the  pnvement  with,  an  empii^^  which  maile 
Wiklrake  start. 

"  Whither  away,  and  who  are  you  ?" 

"  The  bearer  of  a  packet,"  answered  Wildrake,  "  to 
the  worshipful  the  Lord  General." 

<'  Stand  till  I  call  the  officer  of  the  guard." 

The  corpoi'al  made  bis  appearance,  distinguished  above 
those  of  his  command  by  a  double  quantity  of  band  round 
bis  neck,  a  double  height  of  steeple-crowned  hat,  a  larger 
allowance  of  ck>ak,  and  a  treble  proportion  of  sour  gravity 
of  aspect.  It  might  be  read  on  his  countenance,  that  he 
was  one  of  those  resolute  enthusiasts  to  whom  Oliver 
owed  his  conquests,  whose  religious  zeal  made  them 
even  more  than  a  match,  for  the  high-spirited  and  high- 
born cavaliers,  who  exhausted  their  valour  in  vain  defence 
of  their  sovereign's  person  and  crown.  He  looked  with 
grave  solemnity  at  Wildrake,  as  if  he  was  making  in  his 
own  mind  an  inventory  of  his  features  and  dress  ;  and 
having  fully  perused  them,  he  required,  "  to  know  his 
business." 

^^  My  business,"  said  Wildrake,  as  firmly  as  he  could 
'^'-^for  the  close  investigation  of  this  man  had  given  him 
some  unpleasant  nervous  sensations — ''  my  business  if 
with  your  General." 

"  With  his  Excellency  the  Lord  General,  thou  would'sf 
say  ?"  replied  the  corporal.  "  Thy  speech,  my  friend, 
savours  too  little  of  the  reverence  due  to  his  Excellency.'' 

"  D — n  his  Excellency,"  was  at  die  lips  of  the  cava- 
Ker  ;  but  prudence  kept  guard,  and  permitted  not  the 
offensive  words  to  escape  the  barrier.  He  only  bowed 
aod  was  silent. 

^'  Follow  me,"  said  the  starched  figure  whom  he  ad- 
dressed }  and  Wildrake  followed  him  accordingly  into 
the  guard-house,  which  exhibited  an  interior  characterise 
lie  of  the  times,  and  very  different  from  what  such  mili- 
tary stations  present  at  the  present  day. 

By  the  fire  sat  two  or  three  musketeers,  listening  to 

one  who  was  expounding  some  religious  mystery  to  them. 

>  He  began  half  beneath  his  breath,  but  in  tones  of  great 
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volubility,  which  tones,  as  he  approached  the  conduston, 
became  sharp  and  eager,  as  challenging  either  instant 
answer  or  silent  acquiescence.  The  audience  seemed 
to  listen  to  the  speaker  with  immovable  features,  only 
answering  him  with  clouds  of  tobacco-smoke,  which  they 
rolled  from  under  their  thick  mustaches.  On  a  bench 
lay  a  soldier  on  his  face  ;  whether  asleep,  or  in  a  fit  of 
contemplation,  it  was  impossible  to  decide.  In  the  midst 
of  the  floor  stood  an  officer  as  he  seemed  by  his  embroid- 
ered shoulder-belt  and  scarf  round  his  waist,  otherwise 
very  plainly  attired,  who  was  engaged  in  drilling  a  stout 
bumpkin,  lately  enlisted,  to  the  manual,  as  it  was  then 
used.  The  motions  and^ words  of  command  were  twenty 
at  the  very  least }  and  until  they  were  regularly  brought 
to  an  end,  the  corporal  did  not  permit  Wildrake  either 
to  sit  down  or  move  forward  beyond  the  threshold  of  the 
guard -house.  So  he  had  to  listen  in  succession  to — 
Poize  your  musket — Rest  your  musket — Cock  your 
musket — Handle  your  primers — and  many  other  forgot- 
ten words  of  discipline,  until  at  length  the  words,  **  Or- 
der your  musket,"  ended  the  drill  for  the  time. 

"  Thy  name,  friend  ?"  said  the  officer  to  the  recruit, 
when  the  lesson  was  over. 

'^  Ephraim,"  answered  the  fellow  with  an  affected 
^ang  through  the  nose. 

"  And  what  besides  Ephraim  ?" 

**  Ephraim  Cobb,  from  the  godly  city  of  Gloucester, 
wher^  I  have  dwelt,  for  seven  years,  serving  apprentice 
to  a  praise-worthy  cordwainer." 

"  It  is  a  goodly  craft,"  answered  the  officer  ;  "  but 
casting  in  thy  lot  with  ours,  doubt  not  that  thou  shalt  be 
set  beyond  thine  awl,  and  thy  last  to  boot." 

A  grim  smile  of  the  speaker  accompanied  this  pool 
attempt  at  a  pun  ;  and  then  turning  round  to  the  corpo* 
ral,  who  stood  two  paces  off*,  with  the  face  of  one  who 
seemed  desirous  of  speaking,  said,  ^'  How  nowi  corporal 
<¥hat  tidings  .'^" 
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^*  Here  is  one  with  a  packet,  and  please  your  Excd>* 
ency,"  said  the  corporal — "  Surely  my  spirit  doth  not 
rejoice  in  him,  seeing  I  esteem  him  as  a  wolf  in  sheep^ 
clothing.'* 

By  these  words,  WiWrake  learned  that  he  was  in  t.ie 
actual  presence  of  the  remarkable  person  to  whom  he  wai( 
commissioned  (  and  he  paused  to  consider  in  what  man"- 
iier  he  ought  to  address  him. 

The  figure  of  Oliver  Cromwell  was,  as  is  generally 
known,  in  no  Way  prepossessing.  He  was  of  nitdd^ 
Btature,  strongly  and  coarsely  made,  with  harsh  and  se- 
vere features,  indicative,  however,  of  much  natural  sa- 
gacity and  depth  of  thought.  His  eyes  were  grey  and 
piercing  ;  his  nose  too  large  in  proportion  to  his  other 
features,  and  of  a  reddish  bue. 

His  manner  of  speaking,  when  he  had  ^e  purpose  1^ 
make  himself  distinctly  understood,  was  energetic  and 
forcible,  thou^i  neidier  graceful  nor  eloquent.  No  mail 
could  on  such  occasions  put  his  meaning  into  fewer  iMid 
more  decisive  words.  But  when,  as  it  often  happened^ 
he  had  a  mind  to  play  the  orator,  for  the  benefit  of  peo- 
ple's ears,  without  enlightening  their  understanding, 
Cromwell  was  wont  to  invest  his  meaning,  or  that  wWch 
seemed  to  be  his  meaning,  in  tach  a  mist  of  words,  sur- 
rounding it  with  so  many  exclusions  and  exceptions,  and 
fortifying  it  with  such  a  labyrinth  of  parentheses^  that 
though  one  of  the  mosft  i^rewd  men  in  England,  he  Was, 
perhaps,  the  most  unintelKgible  speaker  that  ever  per- 
plexed an  audience.  It  has  been  long  since  said  hy  ihf^ 
historian,  that  a  collection  of  the  Protector's  speeches 
wooW  make,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  most  nonsensi- 
cal book  in  the  world  ;  but  he  ought  to  have  added,  thut 
nothing  could  be  more  nervous,  concise,  and  intelligible 
than  what  he  really  intended  should  be  understood. 

it  was  ftlso  remarked  of  Cromwell,  diat  though  born 
of  a  good  fanfrily,  both  byiktber^nd  mother,  mkI  although 
he  had  the  usual  opportunities  of  education  and  bree^g 
connected  with  such  an  advantage  ;  the  Amatic  demo- 
cratic ruler  could  never  acquire,  or  else  disdained  to 
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ftht!6s6,  the  eoQ^esies  ti^utllj  eitercMed  &mong  the  high* 
^  cksses  in  UtttSft  Irtterfcourse  witb  eacb  other.  His  d<^- 
itteanotir  w*is  so  Wiint  as  sometimes  might  bfe  termell 
ctewtiTsh,  yet  there  was  in  his  language  and  manner  ft 
fcrtce  and  energy  corresponding  to  his  character,  which 
impressed  awe,  if  it  did  not  impose  respect ;  »nd  there 
were  even  tin^s  when  that  dark  and  subtle  spirit  expand- 
ed itself,  so  as  almost  to  conciliate  afifection.  The  turn 
or  humour,  which  displayed  itself  by  fits,  was  broad  ; 
und  of  a  low  and  sometimes  practical  cbaracler.  Some- 
thing there  was  in  hts  disposition  congenial  to  that  of  liis 
countrymen  ;  a  contempt  of  folly,  a  hatred  of  afiectation, 
and  a  dislike  of  ceremony  whkh^  ^ined  to  the  strong 
intrinsic  qualities  of  sense  and  courage,  made  him  in 
many  respects  not  an  tmfit  rtftprc^cntative  of  the  demo- 
cracy of  England. 

His  religion  must  tilwiiys  be  n  object  of  much  doubt, 
and  probably  of  doubt  which  he  hin^self  Could  hardly 
have  cleared  up.  Unquestionably  there  was  H  time  in 
iris  life  when  he  was  sincerrfy  *entbiisrastic,  and  when  his 
tiatural  temper,  slighdy  subject  to  hypochondria  was 
Btrongly  agitated  by  tlie  siim«  Iwtaiicism  which  influenc- 
ed so  many  persons  of  the  time*  On  tiie  other  hand, 
there  were  periods  during  his  political  career,  when  w* 
etmdnly  do  him  no  injustice  in  charging  Wm  with  hyp- 
o^Htical  aflfectation.  We  isfhall  pi^obaMy  judge  him,  and 
irthers  of  the  same  age,  mos«  truly,  if  we  suppose  that 
theii"  refigious  professions  were  partly  influential  in  their 
*wtt  bteast,  partly  assumed  in  compliance  with  their  own 
interest.  And  so  ingenious  fe  the  human  heart  in  de^ 
ceSying  hself  as  weH  ^  othfers,  *at  it  is  probable  neither 
CrotnWdl  hiiwself,  nor  those  making  similiftr  pretensions 
to  dfctittgulshed  piety,  could  exactly  hav*  fixed  the  point 
«rt  which  *eir  enthusiasm  terminated  and  their  hypocrisy 
ie6tttmencfed,  of  rAther,  it  was  a  point  not  fixed  in  hself, 
but  fluctuating  wkh  the  statfe  of  hiealth,  of  good  or  bad 
fortune,  o^liigh  &t  tew  spirits,  affecting  the  individual  a 
wit  pi^riod* 
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Such  was  the  celebrated  person,  who,  turning  round 
on  Wildrake,  and  scanning  his  countenance  closelj, 
seemed  so  litde  satisfiejd  with  what  he  beheld,  that  he  in- 
stinctively bitched  forward  his  belt,  so  as  to  bring  the 
handle  of  his  tuck-sword  within  his  reach.  But  yet, 
folding  his  arms  in  his  cloak,  as  if  upon  second  thoughts 
laying  aside  suspicion,  or  thinking  precaution  beneath 
him,  he  asked  the  cavalier  what  he  was,  and  whence  he 
came  f 

"  A  poor  gentleman,  sir, — that  is,  my  lord," — answer- 
ed Wildrake  ;  "  last  from  Woodstock." 

'*  And  what  may  your  tidings  be,  sir  gentleman  ?"  said 
Cromwell,  with  an  emphasis.  ^'  Truly  I  have  seen  those 
most  willing  to  take  upon  them  that  title,  bear  themselves 
somewhat  short  of  wise  men,  and  good  men,  and  true 
men,  with  all  their  gentility  :  Yet  gentleman  was  a  good 
title  in  old  England,  when  men  remembered  what  it  was 
construed  to  mean." 

"  You  say  truly,  sir,"  replied  Wildrake,  suppressing, 
with  difficulty,  some  of  bis  usual  wild  expletives ;  ^'  for- 
merly gentlemen  were  found  in  gentlemen's  places,  but 
now  the  world  is  so  changed,  that  you  shall  find  the  broi- 
dered  belt  has  changed  place  with  the  under  spur- 
leather." 

"  Say'st  thou  me  ?"  said  the  General ;  "  I  profess  thou 
art  a  bold  companion,  that  can  bandy  words  so  wantonly ; 
— thou  ring'st  somewhat  too  loud  to  be  good  metal,  me- 
tbin||Cs  :  And,  once  again,  what  are  thy  tidings  with  me  f^ 

"  This  packet,"  said  Wildrake,  "  commended  to  your 
hands  by  Colonel  Markham  Everard." 

^^  Alas,  I  must  have  mistaken  thee,"  answered  Crom- 
well, mollified  at  the  mention  of  a  man's  name  whom  he 
had  great  desire  to  make  his  own  ;  '^  forgive  us,  good 
friend,  for  such,  we  doubt  not,  thou  art.  Sit  thee  down, 
and  commune  with  thyself  as  thou  mayst,  until  we  have 
examined  the  contents  of  thy  packet.  Let  him  be  looked 
to,  and  have  what  he  lacks."  So  saying  the  General  left 
the  guard-house,  where  Wildrake  took  his  seat  in  the 
corner,  and  awaited  with  patience  the  issue  of  his  mission. 
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The  soldiers  now  thought  themsehres  obliged  to  treat 
h;n»  with  more  considerationy  and  offered  him  a  pipe  of 
Trinidado,  and  a  black  jack  BlJed  with  October.  But 
the  look  of  Cromwell,  and  the  dangerous  situation  To 
which  he  might  be  placed  by  the  least  chance  of  detec** 
tion,  induced  Wildrake  to  decline  these  hospitable  offers, 
and  stretching  back  in  his  chair,  and  affecting  slumber, 
he  escaped  notice  or  conversation,  until  a  sort  of  aid-de- 
camp, or  military  officer  in  attendance,  came  to  summon 
him  t(  Cromwell's  presence. 

By  this  person  he  was  guided  to  a  postern -gate,  through 
which  he  entered  the  body  of  the  Castle,  and  penetrating 
through  many  private  passages  and  stair-cases,  he  at 
length  was  introduced  into  a  small  cabinet,  or  parlour,  in 
w^hich  W9S  much  rich  furniture,  some  bearing  the  royal 
cipher  displayed,  but  all  confused  and  disarranged,  to- 
gether with  several  paintings  in  massive  frames,  having 
their  faces  turned  towards  the  wall,  as  if  they  had  been 
taken  down  for  the  purpose  of  being  removed. 

In  this  scene  of  disorder,  the  victorious  General  of  the 
Commonwealth  was  seated  in  a  large  easy-chair,  cover- 
ed with  damask,  and  deeply  embroidered,  the  splendour 
of  which  made  a  strong  contrast  with  the  plain,  and  even 
homely  character  of  his  apparel  ;  although  in  look  and 
action  he  seemed  like  one  who  felt  that  the  seat  which 
might  have  in  former  days  held  a  Prince,  was  not  too 
much  distinguished  for  bis  own  fortunes  and  ambition. 
Wildrake  stood  before  him,  nor  did  he  ask  him  to  sit 
down. 

"  Pearson,"  said  Cromwell,  addressing  himself  to  the 
officer  in  attendance,  "  wait  in  the  gallery,  but  be  within 
call,"  Pearson  bowed,  and  was  retiring.  "  Who  are  in 
the  gallery  besides  ?" 

"  Worthy  Mr.  Gordon  the  chaplain  was  holding  forth 
but  now  to  'Colonel  Overton,  and  fiour  captains  of  your 
Excellency^  regiment." 

"  We  would  have  it  so,"  said  the  General  ;  "  we 
would  not  there  were  any  corner  in  our  dwelling  where 
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tlNi  hMgrjr  soul  raight  not  meet  vkb  naana.  Was  the 
good  irnin  carried  onward  in  his  dtscourae  f " 

**  Miglitity  borne  through,"  said  Pearson  ;  *^  and  he 
was  louehtng  the  rightful  claims  which  the  army,  and 
especially  your  Excellency,  hath  acquired,  by  becoming 
the  Histrumetits  in  the  great  work  ; — not  instruments  to 
be  broken  asunder  and  cast  away  when  the  day  of  their 
serrioe  it  OT«r,  but  to  ioe  preserved,  and  held  precious 
and  prised  for  their  bonouitable  and  faithful  labours,  for 
which  they  have  fought  and  marched,  and  fastec^  and 
prayed,  and  suffeted  cold  and  sorrow ;  while  ethers,  who 
would  now  gladly  see  them  disbanded,  and  broken,  and 
cashiered,  eat  of  the  fat,  and  drink  of  the  strong." 

^^  Ah,  g<H>d  man !"  said  Cromwell,  ^'  and  did  he  touch 
Hpon  this  so  feeMogly  ?  I  could  say  something— -but  not 
now.  Begone,  Pearson,  to  the  gallery.  Let  not  our 
^n^  lay  aside  their  swords,  but  watch  as  well  as  pray." 

Pearson  retired  ;  and  the  Greneral,  boMing  the  letlet 
of  Everard  in  bis  band,  looked  again  for  a  long  while 
fixedly  at  WiMrake,  as  if  eonsidering  in  what  strain  he 
should  address  bim. 

When  he  did  speak,  it  was,  at  first,  in  one  of  those  asiH 
bigQous  discourses  which  we  have  already  described,  and 
by  which  it  was  very  difficult  for  any  one  to  understand 
his  meaning,  if,  indeed,  he  knew  it  himself.  We  shall 
be  as  concise  in  our  statement,  as  our  desire  to  give  the 
very  words  of  a  man  so  extraordinary  will  permit. 

^*  This  letter,"  he  said,  '^  you  have  brought  us  from 
your  master,  or  piatron,  Markham  Everard  ;  truly  an  ex- 
cellent and  honourable  gentleman  as  ever  bore  a  sword 
upon  his  thi^,  and  one  who  hath  ever  distinguished  him* 
self  in  the  great  work  of  delivering  these  three  poor 
and  unhappy  nations.  Answer  me  not  :  I  know  what 
thou  would'st  say.— *And  this  letter  he  bath  sent  to  me 
by  thee,  bis  clerk,  or  secretuy,  m  whom  he  hath  confi* 
dcnce,  and  in  whom  he  prays  me  to  have  trust,  that 
there  may  be  a  careful  messenger  between  us.  And 
lastly,  bo  hath  sent  thee  to  me— *Do  not  answer — I  know 
what  thou  would'st  say, — ^to  me,  who  albeit  lam  of  tlial 
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me  even  lo  t>eaff  a  baibert  in  tbis  greal  and  ricluriouft 

army  of  Eogland,  aia  Bev^ttbeleaa  •xabed  to  tbe  rank  of 

holding  tbe  guidaoc«  and  tb«  leading-^taflT  tbereof*<*-Nay , 

do  Bot  ao«wer,  my  friend-v^l  koow  wbal  tbou  «oulc'&t 

say.     Now,  wb«a  eoanfMfiiiig  ibua  togelbaf»  our  dt^- 

oour»o  Uii(eSb»  in  roapeet  to  wbal  I  hava  said,  a  tlueci4>.U 

argumem*  or  diifisioii :  Fir»l«  a»  it  eoMcemath  iby  iuls 

ter  $  secondly,  as  it  roiuMvaatfa  oa  aad  oat  office  ;  thirdly 

and  lastly,  as  it  toiicbotb  thyself.      Now,  as  eoncernii>g 

this  good  aad  worthy  geDdeatan,  Colonel  Markhani  £v* 

erard,  truly  be  bath  played  tbe  nlan  frooi  tbe  beginniog 

of  these  unhappy  buffetings,  not  turning  to  tbe  right  or 

to  the  left,  but  bol&ig  etmr  in  bk  aye  tbe  mark  at  which 

be  akued.      Ay,  triilyi  a  fakbCul  bonourable  gentleman, 

aiKld  one  wbo  may  woU  odi  ms  friend  )  and  truly  I  am 

pleased  to  tbiok  that  bo  doth  so«     Nsfertheless,  in  tliis 

vale  o{  te«ps,  we  must  be  governed  leas  by  our  private 

rnspeets  and  pattialilief ,  iban  by  ihoee  btgber  principles 

and  points  of  duty,  wbareupon  tbe  good  Colonel  Uark* 

ham  Everard  hath  ever  framed  his  purposes,  as,  truly,  I 

hnve  endeavoured  to  form  Jinine,  diat  we  may  all  act  as 

bncomelb  good  Eoglishmea  and  worthy  patriots.     Then, 

as  for  Woodstock,  it  is  a  great  thing  which  tbe  good  Col* 

oiM^l  asks,  that  it  slmuld  be  taken  jfirom  the  spoil  of  the 

godly,  and  left  in  keeping  of  tbe  men  of  Moab,  and  es** 

pecially  of  the  maUgaani,  Henry  Lee,  whose  band  bath 

be^i  ever  against  ua  when  be  ought  find  room  Jo  raise  it ; 

i  say,  be  bath  aaked  a  great  thing,  both  in  respect  of 

bknsetf  and  me.     For  we  of  this  poot  but  godly  army  of 

Sagland,  are  bolden,  by  those  of  Uie  Parliaoient,  as  men 

wbo  should  render  in  spoil  Sot  tkam,  but  be  no  sharer  of 

it  ourselves ;  even  as  tbe.  buck,  which  the  bounds  pull  to 

earth,  fufDishethnopartoftheirownfcod^buttbeyawhsbed 

off  from  tbe  careass  with  whips,  like  tboae  which  require 

punishment  for  thetr  forwardnesa  not  reward  for  their 

services.     Yet  I  speak  not  ibis  so  OMiob  in  respect  of  this 

grwiof  Woodslock,  in  tegard  that,  perhaps,  their  Lord- 

abipa  of  tbe  Coomnl,  and  aho  tlw  Coomineei-raaiof  this 
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ParliameDt,  may  graciously  think  they  hare  giren  me  a 
portion  in  the  matter,  in  relation  that  my  kinsman  Des* 
borough  bath  an  interest  allowed  him  therein ;  which  in- 
terest, as  h(^  hath  well  deserved  it  for  his  true  and  faith-' 
ful  service  to  these  unhappy  and  devoted  countries,  so  it 
would  ill  become  me  to  diminish  the  same  to  his  preju* 
dice,  unless  it  were  upon  great  and  public  respects. 
Thus  thou  seest  how  it  stands  with  me,  my  honest  friend, 
and  in  what  mind  I  stand  touching  thy  master's  request 
to  me ;  which  yet  I  do  not  say  that  I  can  altogether,  or 
unconditionally,  grant  or  refuse,  but  only  tell  my  simp]<> 
thoughts  with  regard  thereto.  Thou  understandest  me. 
i  doubt  not  ?" 

Now,  Roger  Wild  rake,  with  all  the  attention  he  had 
been  able  to  pay  to  the  Lord  General's  speech,  had  got 
so  much  confused  among  the  various  clauses  of  the  ha- 
rangue, that  his  brain  was  bewildered,  like  that  of  a  coun- 
try clown  when  he  chances  to  get  himself  involved  among 
a  crowd  of  carriages,  and  cannot  stir  a  step  to  get  out  of 
the  way  of  one  of  them,  without  being  in  danger  of  being 
lidden  over  by  the  others. 

The  General  saw  his  look  of  perplexity,  and  began 
a  new  oration,  to  the  same  purpose  as  before  ; — spoke  of 
his  love  for  his  kind  friend  the  Colonel, — his  regard  for 
his  pious  and  godly  kinsman.  Master  Desborough, — the 
great  importance  of  the  palace  and  Park  of  Woodstock, 
— the  determinadon  of  the  Parliament  that  it  should  be 
conBscated,  and  the  produce  brought  into  the  coffers  of 
the  state, — his  own  deep  veneration  for  the  authority  of 
Parliament,  and  his  no  less  deep  sense  of  the  injustice 
done  to  the  army, — how  it  was  his  wish  and  will  that  all 
matters  should  be  settled  in  an  amicable  and  friendly 
manner  without  self-seeking,  debate,  or  strife,  betwixt 
those  who  had  been  the  hands  acting,  and  such  as  had 
been  the  heads  governing,  in  that  great  national  cause,— 
how  he  was  willing,  truly  wilKng,  to  contribute  to  this 
work,  by  laying  down,  not  his  commission  only,  but  his 
life  also,  if  it  were  requested  of  him,  or  could  be  granted 
with  safety  to  the  poor  soldiers,  to  whom,  silly  poor  meui 
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be  was  bound  to  be  as  a  father,  seeing  that  they  had  fol- 
lowed him  with  the  duty  and  affection  of  children. 

And  here  he  arrived  at  another  dead  pause,  leaving 
Wildrake  as  uncertain  as  before,  whether  it  was  or  was 
not  his  purpose  to  grant  Colonel  Everard  the  powers  he 
had  asked  for  the  protection  of  Woodstock  against  the 
Parliamentary  Commissioners.'  Internally  he  began  to 
entertain  hopes  that  the  justice  of  Heaven,  or  the  effects 
f  remorse,  had  confounded  the  regicide's  understand- 
ing. But  no — he  could  see  nothing  but  sagacity  in  that 
steady  stern  eye,  which,  while  the  tongue  poured  forth 
its  periphrastic  language  in  such  profusion,  seemed  to 
watch  with  severe  accuracy  the  effect  which  his  oratory 
produced  on  the  listener. 

"  Egad,"  thought  the  cavalier  to  himself,  becoming 
a  Kitle  familiar  with  the  situation  in  which  he  was  placed, 
and  rather  impatient  of  a  conversation  which  led  to  no 
visible  conclusion  or  termination,  "  if  Noll  were  the  devil 
himself,  as  he  is  the  devil's  darling,  I  will  not  be  thus 
Dose-led  by  him.  I'll  e'en  brusque  it  a  little,  if  he  goes 
on  at  this  rate,  and  try  if  I  can  bring  him  to  a  more  in- 
telfigible  mode  of  speaking." 

Entertaining  this  bold  purpose,  but  half  afraid  to  exe- 
cute it,  Wildrake  lay  by  for  an  opportunity  of  making  the 
attempt,  while  Cromwell  was  apparently  unable  to  ex- 
press his  own  meaning.  He  was  already  beginning  a 
third  panegyric  Upon  Colonel  Everard,  with  sundry  vari- 
ed expressions  of  his  own  wish  to  oblige  him,  when  Wild- 
rake took  the  opportunity  to  strike  in,  on  the  General's 
making  one  of  his  oratorical  pauses. 

"  So  please  you,"  he  said,  bluntly,  "  your  worship  has 
already  spoken  on  two  topics  of  your  discourse,  your 
own  worthiness,  and  that  of  my  master,  Colonel  Everard. 
But,  to  enable  me  to  do  mine  errand,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  bestow  a  few  words  on  the  third  head." 

"  The  third  !"  said  Cromwell. 

**  Ay,"  said  Wildrake,  "  which,  in  your  honour's  sub-, 
division  of  your  discourse,  touched  on  my  unworthy  self. 
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Wi^t  am  I  to  da— -wb^t^  portjioja  am  I  to  l^y^  ^  ibi^% 
matter  ?"  , 

OJiv^r  started  a,^  oifff^  f^om,  thi^  tOfl,e  of  vpice  li^  l^ad 
hjt^erto  us&d^  and,  \^hi9h  so^ne^bat  re3iJ^mil^|<^d  t^h^  |)^Mfi;i(^ 
of  a  domestic  cat,  iptpthe  grow^of  the  tig^r  wh|?n  ^jfoj^i 
to  spriag.  ".  Thj/  pojftipp,  jail-bij:^, !"  h^  ex^^laitp^dj 
"  the  gaUow;?^-thou  shalt  bang  as,  high  a§  ^aniao,  i^  ibpvij 
betray  counsel  !— -But,"  be  ad(;ted^,  spftj^nipg  hi;^  voic^i 
"  keep  it  like  a  trup  naan,  ai^  my  favour  will  be  tfej?  roakr 
ing  of  th(3e.  Cofp^^  hiljber— thpu,  art  boj^cj^  I  s,ee,  tjbougl^ 
somewhat  §aucy .  Thou  ^last  been  a^  majignant— so  writes, 
my  worthy  friencjl  Cplonel  Everard  J  bi|t  tjbjOU.  h^^t  i^ow 
given  up  that  falling  9aus)^.  I  tell  thee,^  Wea^;,  my  all. 
that  the  Parliament  or  the  army  could  dp  ^o^V*  %^^ 
pulled  down  the  Stuarts  out  of  tb^r  high  pla€93,,  saving 
that  Heaven  had  a  controversy  with  them.  Well,  it  isja^ 
sweet  and  comely  thing  tp  buckle  oip  one*s  armour  in,  be- 
half of  Heaven's  cause  ;  otherwise  truly,  for  min,e  owi^ 
part,  these  men  might  have  remained  upon  the  ^hrou^ 
even  unto  this  ^ay.  Neither  dp  I  Wame  any  fpr  a^idin^^ 
them,  until  thpsj^  successive  great  jucigments  Ijaye  o^^ei-^ 
whelmed  them  and  their  house.  1  am  npt  a  Iflppdy  man, 
having  in  me  tbe  feeling  of  human  frailty  ;  but,  friei^d, 
whosoever  putteth  bis  hand*  to  the  plough,  in  the  great 
actings  which  are  now  on  foot  in  these  nations,  bad  b^^t 
beware  that  he  do  not  look  back  ;  for,  rely  upon  my 
simple  word,  that  if  you  fail  me,  I  will  not  spare  on  you 
one  foot's  length  pf  tbe  gallows  of  Haman.  Let  me 
therefore  know,  at  a  word,  if  the  leaven  of  thy  malig- 
nancy is  altogether  drubbe^  out  of  thee  ?" 

"  Your  honourable  lordship,"  said  the  cavalier,  shrug- 
ging up  bis- shoulders,  "  has  done  that  for  most  of  us,  so 
far  as  cudgelling  to  some  tune  can  perform  it." 

. "  Say'st  thou  ?"  said  the  General,  with  a  grim  smile, 
on  his  lip,  which  seemed  to  intimate  that  he  was  not  quite 
inaccessible  to  flattery  ;  "  yea,  truly,  thou  dost  not  Ue  in 
that — we  have  been  an  instrument.  Neither  are  we,  as 
I  have  already  hinted,  so  severely  bent  against  those  wnG 
have  striven  against  us  as  malignants,  as  others  may  be 


q^eir  own  pJl^a3urei  l^t,  m  i?iyp<w  ttokMH,..it  ^,  fi^ 
tiioe  to  close  thei^  j^?,.  «]^  to.  %}if^  m^  pf  41  ^iwlfl 
t^e  n^^n*  of  doiog  ?erificjf^AQ  tfe^r  cgM^try  »  »«>4  wn  tJMi4 
it  ^1  be  thy  fawlt.  if  t^o«^^  not  eipplojt^  t^  g^  fm^ 
PQ3e  for  tiji^  state,  ^«4  %a^^  9i\  Qw4itip9  tJiw  pmrn^ 
^WBy  the  old  nw*  efttir^ly  frqm,  ti^fii^  a^  givcffttlW; 
earnest  attenJtio^  tp^  w^i^  I,  tJ*«e  to,  ^eji  tbeepi** 

**  Yotu:  loidsh^)  ft^d  mpt  ^H  wy  aw^^n,"  Siaid  tl)% 
cavalier.  t 

Aad  th^  rejpfublicap  General,  after  aapthcir  Ra^^j,  W 
G|Qe  who  gav^  bis  coofi^deoce  boI,  witb^Mt  bi^^^atjo^  {^(^ 
ceadM  to,  ^xplai^ hi& viev(^\?ith  a.dUtU^t^f^  mbW^biii 
sel^oi^Pi  used,  yet  no*  witJbpMt;  hi^  \i^ifi§  9,  litt)^  l)i#flfe4 
DOW  and  then,  by  his  kn^bi^brtftpf  (^r^u^lpwti^j^i  !h^^ 
iQjl^  J^e,  wver    Jftiijli  qi^ir^ly  a«4t,.  s^^^  i^  ^q  fefclof 

^'  Thou  seest,'^  he  said,  ^'  my  friend,  how  thiogs  b^h4: 
wi^  nje,  TM^  P^l^p^ei^^,,  I  oj«-e  i|o^  wbp,  ^jpov*  >t, 
lev^  mf,  pptrr-rstill  l^s^  ^q,  the  GouiwU^if  3l^e,  bff  »*«IWfe 
tb^y  w^l^age  the  ^?,^cHt;iv^  gpveriji^^Qt^of  t^^.  kiffg^QCfk^ 
I  cannot  t^ll  vby  tbfy  npiwi^s^w^WW  Hm^\JP9^i  ^fk^' 
l^$3  i\  ifi  b^ca»i^  I  wift  ly)^.  ^e]iv^  t%  m^r  i^iWf^iMK 
^TWiiWWfth  M^.fcllf?|ijr^n^^in,^W#|ny.f9ilrta|y  ^f^tipAlb 
t^  b?,  i^^  jHiUed,^^MiM}ftr,,br^€n^  jpi^(^^n9a§^t  ?iflA«^; 
duced,  so  that  they  who  have  protected  the^;^^^  9i^,4^. 
^(fjp^^  Qjf  tl^pir  b^9^  ^11  »9^  i^^^f^  im^^^i  *® 
09^9^. pf  fee4ipg  tj^eiaftsftlvef  by  tbM?  labp«Ji ;  i»?bifdb,. i»Rn- 
ti^i^^i  w^r9  har4  ip^siusre^  9iw^>  U  i^.t^hw  frwft  I^W4: 
his  birth-right  even  without  giving  bi!||^%|P<V^  ^M^^^d- 

^n|?att.is  lj*,^.tq  Wp  WPWJfc,  I  thinfc^"  r^BlwA, 
WiWri*i?v, 

ifl^  ai  at?JfV4iHt  «yR  m^^  faan^  tf  th/V%  i^  f<^  ^  ^^  hwJr- 
for  taking — nevertheless,  far  be  it  from  me  to  ^iM$PUi}agf) ; 
rfj^fe^PR  ?^m^^i  ^u^ftwbpi54w»?rtipifeto  ,^»^  wr  l!u|e»s. 
I  would  only  petition  in  a  due  and  beepp^pg^  |i  f^^i^t*  i¥¥S 
narmenious  manner,  that  they  would  listen  to  our  condi- 


Amte,  and  i^onsid^r  our  necessities.  Bat,  sir,  tookrng  on 
me,  and  estknatm^  me  so  Kttle  as  thej  do,  you  must  think 
that  it  would  be  a  provocation  in  me  towards  the  Council 
of  Stiate,  as  well  as  the  Parliament,  if,  simply  to  gratify 
yout  wortiiy  master,  I  were  to  act  contrary  to  their  pur- 
poses, or  deny  currency  to  the  commission  under  their 
authority,  which  is  as  yet  the  highest  in  the  State — and 
long  may  it  be  so  for  me  ! — to  carry  on  the  sequestration 
which  they  intend.  And  would  it  not  also  be  said,  that 
I  was  lending  myself  to  the  malignant  interest,  affording 
this  den  of  the  blood-thirsty  and  lascivious  tyrants  of  yore, 
to  be  in  this  our  day  a  plac3  of  refuge  to  that  old  and 
inveterate  Amalekite  Sir  Henry  Lee,  to  keep  possession 
of  the  place  in  which  he  hath  so  long  glorified  himself  ? 
Truly,  It  would  be  a  perilous  matter." 

"Am  I  then  to  report,"  said  W-Hdrake,  "  an  if  it  please 
you,  that  you  cannot  stead  Colonel  Everard  in  this  mat- 
ter.?** 

"  Unconditionally,  ay — but,  taken  conditionally,  the 
anrswer  may  be  otherwise," — answered  Cromwell.  **  I 
see  thou  art  not  able  to  fathom  my  purpose,  and  tjiere- 
fore  I  will  partly  unfold  it  to  thee. — But  take  notice,  that 
diouM  thy  tongue  betray  my  council,  save  in  so  far  as 
otfrrying  it  to  thy  milster,  by  all  the  blood  which  has 
been  shed  in  these  wild  times,  thou  shalt  die  a  thousand 
deaths  in  one !" 

'Do  not  fear  me,  sir,**  said  Wildrake,  whose  natural 
boldness  and  carelessness  of  character  was  for  the  present 
time  borne  down  and  quelled,  like  that  of  falcons  in  the 
pt^sence  of  the  eagle. 

"  Hear  me,  then,"  said  Cromwell,  "  and  let  no  syllable 
escape  thee.  Khowest  thou  not  the  young  Lee  whom 
they  call  Albert,  a  malignant  like  his  father,  and  one  who 
went  up  with  the  young  man  to  that  last  ruffle  which  we 
bad 'with  him  at  Worcester  f — ^May  we  be  grateful  for 
the  Victory  f^ 

"I  know  there  is  such  a  young  gentleman  as  Albert 
Lee,"  said  Wildrake. 


<^  And  knowost  thou  not-*-*!  speak  oot  by  way  s>f  {wy- 
Dg  into  the  good  Colonel's  secrets,  Imtonly  ask  behoves 
me  to  know  something  of  the  matter  that  I  may  best 
judge  how  I  am  to  serve  him — ^Knowest  thou  not  that  tby 
master^  Markham  Everard,  is  a  suitor  after  the  sister  of 
this  same  malignant,  a  daughter  of  the  old  Keeper,  eglleil 
Sir  Henry  Lee  f" 

*^  All  ^is  I  have  heard,"  said  Wildrake,  '^  nor  can  I 
deny  that  I  believe  in  it." 

"  Well  then,  go  to.— Wh^n  the  young  man  Charles 
Stuart  fled  from  the  field  of  Worcester,  and  was  by  sharp 
chase  and  pursuit  compelled  to  separate  himself  from  his 
followers,  I  know  by  sure  intelligence  that  this  Albert  Lee 
was  one  of  the  last  who  remained  vAth  him,  if  not  indeed 
the  very  last." 

<<  It  was  devilish  like  him,"  said  the  cavalier,  without 
sufficiently  weighing  his  expressions,  considering  in  what 
presence  they  were  to  be  uttered—-'^  And  I'll  uphold  him 
with  my  rapier,  to  be  a.  true  chip  of  the  old  block." 

^*  Ha,  swearest  thou  f "  said  the  General*  <'  Is  this 
thy  reformation  ?" 

**  I  never  swear,  so  please  you,"  replied  Wildrake, 
recollecting  himself,  *<  except  there  is  jsome  motion  of 
malignants  and  cavaliers  in  my  hearing ;  and  then  die  old 
habit  returns,  and  I  swear  like  one  of  Goring's  troopers." 

<'  Out  upon  thee,"  said  the  General ;  ^^  what  can  it 
avail  thee  to  practise  a  profanity  so  horrible  to  the  ears  of 
others,  and  which  brings  no  emolument  to  him  who 
uses  it  .^" 

<<  There  are  doubtless  more  profitable  sins  m  the  world 
dian  the  barren  and  unprofitable  vice  of  swearing,"  was  the 
answer  which  rose  to  the  lips  of  the  cavalier ;  but  that  was 
exchanged  foraprofession  of  regiretforhavinggiven  offence. 
The  truth  was,  the  discourse  began  to  take  a  turn  which 
rendered  it  more  interesting  than  ever  to  Wildrake,  who 
therefore  determined  not  to  lose  the  opportunity  for  ob 
taining  possession  of  the  secret  that  seemed  to  be  sus- 
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-^iiMf^'M  Ofc»$v4m§  llpsy  'Wi'lHat  MtM  ^y  be 
^iim^  Vtifeiarii  «•  **c^jftig  g«aM  opoh  Ms  o#h. 

^  WMt^<M*tbf  Whbttfee  is  W6oa^66lc?*'  sm  the  Geii- 
^^1  ahfrAptiy. 

abundance  of  back  stairs^  also  subterrane^  |5ass^gi&s,  ^M 
\M%he^mmmmc^\b\is  dMfer  gtcyiittd,  WJlcli^hibt^fnraon 
in  old  raven-nests  of  the  sort." 

-"  ^«  Aiid  t*ad«»^ftfr  t^6^iitfgT)i%st^  wV^stibii^bly," 
HimXkbMv^e^.     «*  ft  'JWeWotii %teHt  sitieh  ^hctertt  bdOsfes 

swear  to  that." 

''■  ^^i^w^t-  tttti  «>^,^'     ret)Hea   ibfe  t^^fertfl  drfly.— 

ft  Mm.  l^rtibh-^WhBi^  ^i!l  tht^S^  m6  Woitester  fri^- 
tives  tliftl  khm  Wdltt«)^t  bf  'b^  i^o^^  likely  tb  tak6  ^belter 
**«i^iid  that  «t^y  Aiafttt  b^  Shehdi^  iJ6ftieWWjr^,  1  well 
know — than  in  this  same  old  palace,  with  ^U  the  b6^iY6l<is 
^  <6bhtlea^Mi^ti»,  wh^^^of  f^t  ^bi^hh^th  te^n  ac- 
lJh«»H«  ^^md^  ftl*  ^riiidst  Mancy  ?"  > 

^**Nfly,'*^iaWiWfttkfe,  rfialtiftgan  eilbrt  te  MiWer 
thfe  q^^rfofe  ^ia  *efetfriftg  itfdiBtei-^flc^  wbil^  the  pc^m- 
%i!Hy  (if  ^ch  «h  "^^^^^j  ftftd  to  cortsequeh<*es,  flashed 
terfi^aijr  <ip6&  6ft^iti€,^"  ^Thily?  I  should  b^  of  yoiihr 
*6ttoi!#%  c^nWrJ,  bm  «tfet  I  thiMc  «ie  e6!iii)a?tf^j.  who,  by 
|tbe  commission  of  Parliament,  have  occupied  WtJbd- 
Std^ik,  11^  ftk^ly  te  Wght  ffii^hi  tii^iHJd,  aS  %  ^intt^care 
dbVefS  fro%ft'k  |fefe6^*6tiiS6.  iTi*  *fe%hbdtrfhbod,  Wt 
WsVeVetictS,  of  ^fafetals  De^bbrdujgh  and  Hahfebii,  t^ 
«ilt  ffl'^h  fdgi(i\h6d  frbiii  Wdfbfester  fit^Id.** 

^*!  fhdti At  as  rttidh,  kttd  So,  tofleed,  would  I  have  it,^' 
dhSWel^d'thiB  Gfeberkl.  ^  liOtig  rt^y  it  be  ei'e  otir  hdmes 
^Ul)  he  m^^t  but  a  t^rfbt*  tb  dU^  ^n^itiied!  But  in  this 
rfa'att^,  Vt  thbU  &fl  ih  kctttfe  ^ottet  tet-  fliy  iria^^r'S  mter- 
est,  thou  might'st,  I  should  think,  workbot  s6methihg  fa- 
vourable to  his  present  object." 
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"  My  brain  is  too  poor  to  reach  the  depth  of  your  boh- 
oiirahle  purpqse^"  said  Wiklrake. 

*f  Listea  tben,  anklet  it  be  to  profit,"  answered  Crom- 
well. "  Assuredly  the  conquest  at  Worcester  was  a  great 
aqd  crowj(a(tig, mercy  ;  yet  migbt  we  seem  to  be  but  small 
in  our  thankfulness  for  the  same,  did  Svp  not  dp  what  in 
us  lies  towards  the  ultimate  improvement  and  tinal  con- 
plusfbn  of  the  great  work  which  has  been  thus  prosperous 
iQOu^  hands,  professing,  in  pure  humility  and  singleness 
<>f  heart,  that  we  do  not,  in  any  way,  deserve  our  instru- 
ttientahty  to  be  remembered,  nay,  would  rather  pray  and 
entreat,  that  our  name  and  fortunes  were  forgotten,  than 
that  the  great  work  were  in  itself  incomplete.  Never- 
theless, truly,  placed  as  we  now  are,  it  concerns  us  mor^ 
nearly  than  odiers, — that  is,  if  so  poor  creatures  should 
at  all  speak  of  themselves  as  concerned,  whether  more 
or  less,  with  these  changes  which  have  been  wrought 
around,  not,  I  say,  by  ourselves,  or  our  own  power,  but 
by  the  destiny,  to.  which  we  were  called,  fulfilling  the- 
^ame  With  |dl  meekness  and  humility^ — I  say  it  concerns 
tis  nearly  that  all, things  should  be  done  in  conformity 
with  Oie  great  woi;k  which  hath  been  wrought,  and  is  yet 
^orldpg,  id  these  lands.  Such  is  my  plain  and  simple 
ibeaning.  Iffevertheless,,it  is  much  to  he  deisired  that  this 
youiig  man^  thb  king  pf  Scots,  as  he  calTed  himself — ^this 
Charles  Stuart— should  not  escape  Jbrth  from  the  nation, 
where  his  arrival  has  wrought  so  much  disturbance  and 
bloodshed." 

"  I  have  do  doubt,"  said  the  cavalier,  looking  down, 
^^  that  your  lordship's  wisdom  ha^  directed  all  things  as 
they  may  best  lead  towards  such  a  consummation  ;  and 
I  pray  your  pains  may  be  paid  as  they  deserve." 

"  I  thank  thee,  friend,"  said  Cromwell,  with  much 
humility  5  "  doubtless  we  shall  meet  our  reward,  being 
id  the  bands  of  a  good  paymaster,  who  never  passeth 
Saturday  night.  But  understand  me,  friend — I  desire 
00  more  than  my  own  share  in  the  good  work.  I  would 
heartily  do  what  poor  kindness  I  can  to  your  worthy 
master,  and  even  to  you  in  your  degree — for  such  as  1 
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do  not  converse  witb  ordinary  men,  that  our  presence 
may  be  forgotten  like  an  e very-day's  occurrence.  We 
speak  to  men  like  thee  for  their  reward  or  their  punish- 
ment ;  and  I  trust  it  will  be  the  former  which  thou  in  thine 
office  wilt  merit  at  my  hand.** 

"  Your  honour/*  said  Wildrake,  <<  speaks  like  one  ac- 
customed to  command." 

'*  True ;  men's  mnids  are  linked  to  those  of  my  de- 
gree by  fear  and  reverence,"  said  the  General ; — "  but 
enough  of  that,  desiring,  as  I  do,  no  other  dependency 
on  my  special  person  than  is  alike  to  us  all  upon  that  which 
is  above  us.  But  I  would  desire  to  cast  this  golden  ball 
into  your  master's  lap.  He  hath  served  against  this 
Charles  Stuart  and  his  father.  But  he  is  a  kinsman  near 
to  the  old  knight  Lee,  and  stands  well  affected  towards 
his  daughter.  Thou  also  wilt  keep  a  watch,  my  friend — 
that  ruffling  look  of  thine  will  procure  thee  the  confi- 
dence of  every  malignant,  and  the  prey  cannot  approach 
this  cover,  as  though  to  shelter,  like  a  coney  in  the  rocks, 
but  thou  wilt  be  sensible  of  his  presence." 

"  I  make  a  shift  to  comprehend  your  Excellency," 
said  the  cavalier ;  "  and  I  thank  you  heartily  for  the  good 
opinion  you  have  put  upon  me,  and  which,  I  pray,  I  may 
have  some  handsome  opportunity  of  deserving,  that  I 
may  show  my  gratitude  by  the  event.  But  still,  with 
reverence,  your  Excellency's  scheme  seems  unlikely, 
while  Woodstock  remains  in  possession  of  the  sequestra- 
tors. Both  the  old  Knight  and  his  son,  and  far  more 
such  a  fugitive  as  your  honour  hinted  at,  will  take  special 
care  not  to  approach  it  till  they  are  removed." 

"  It  is  for  that  I  have  been  dealing  with  thee  thus 
long,"  said  the  General. — "  I  told  thee  that  I  was  some- 
thing unwilling,  upon  slight  occasion,  to  dispossess  the  se- 
questrators by  my  own  proper  warranty  although  having, 
perhaps,  sufficient  authority  in  the  state  both  to  do  so,  and 
to  despise  the  murmurs  of  those  who  blame  me.  In  brief, 
I  would  be  loath  to  tamper  with  my  privileges,  and  make 
experiments  between  their  strength,  and  the  powers  of  the 
commission  granted  by  others,  without  pressing  need,  or  at 


least  great  prospect  of  advantage.      So,  if  thj  Colonel 

will  undertake,  for  his  love  of  the  Republic,  to  find  the 
sneans  of  preventing  its  worst  and  nearest  danger,  which 
must  needs  occur  from  the  escape  of  this  young  inan,  and 
will  do  his  endeavour  to  stay  him,  in  case  his  flight  should 
lead  hira  to  Woodstock,  which  I  hold  very  likely,  I  will 
give  thee  an  order  to  these  sequestrators,  to  evacuate 
the  palace  instantly  ;  and  to  the  next  troop  of  my  regi- 
ment, which  lies  at  Oxford,  to  turn  them  out  by  £e 
shoulders,  if  they  make  any  scruples — Ay,  even,  for 
example's  sake,  if  they  drag  Desborough  out  foremost, 
though  he  be  wedded  to  my  sister." 

"  So  please  you,  sir,"  said  Wildrake,  "  and  with  your 
most  powerful  warrant,  I  trust  I  might  expel  the  commis- 
sioners, even  without  the  aid  of  your  most  warlike  and 
devout  troopers." 

^*  That  is  what  I  am  least  anxious  about,"  replied  the 
General  ;  ^'  I  should  like  to  see  the  best  of  them  sit 
after  I  had  nodded  to  them  to  begone — always  excepting 
the  worshipful  House,  in  whose  name  our  commissions 
run  ;  but  \yho,  as  some  think,  will  be  done  with  politics 
ere  it  be  time  to  renew  them.  Therefore,  what  chiefly 
concerns  me  to  know,  is,  whether  thy  master  will  embrace 
a  traflic  which  hath  such  a  fair  promise  of  profit  with  it. 
I  am  well  convinced  that  with  a  scoiit  like  thee,  who  hast 
been  in  the  cavalier's  quarters,  and  canst,  I  should  guess, 
resume  thy  drinking,  ruffianly  health-quaffing  manners 
whenever  thou  hast  a  rhind,  he  must  discover  where  this 
Stuart  hath  ensconced  himself.  Either  the  young  Lee 
will  visit  the  old  one  in  person,  or»he  will  write  to  him, 
or  hold  communication  with  him  by  letter.  At  all  events, 
Mark  ham  Everard  and  thou  must  have  an  eye  in  every 
liair  of  your  head,"  While  he  spoke,  a  flush  passed 
over  bis  brow,  he  rose  from  his  chair,  and  paced  the 
apartment  in  agitation.  "  Woe  to  you,  if  you  suffer  the 
young  adventurer  to  escape  me  !— you  had  beuer  be  in 
the  deepest  dungeon  in  Europe,  than  breathe  the  air  of 
England,  should  you  but  dream  of  playing  me  false.  I 
have  spoken  freely  to  thee,  fellow — more  freely  than  is  my 
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^aftbMte  tiitie  I'equired  it;  l^ut  tb  Awre  my  eonfid^c^ 
iA  like  keeping  a  wateh  over  a  powder-niagazme,  the  leadt 
ttiid  'tiidst  tesignificatit  spark  blows  thee  to  ashes.  Tell 
^dar  feAstet  What  I  said— ^bnt  hot  how  I  said  it— ^-f^^, 
iMt  t  shotild  b^ve  be^n  betrayed  into  this  distemperature 
bf  p^ssibii  'i^Begonei  sirrah.  Pearson  i^hall  bring  tbee 
attiffe^  'drders^-Yet,  stay^-thou  hast  something  to  ask." 

« I  Wbiild  tWd\4r,"  said  Wildrakcj  to  wbofti  the  visible 
llrtki^ty  6f  the  ©eneral  gave  some  confidence,  "  what  is 
the  figdfe  6(  this  ybutig  gallant^  hi  case  I  should  find 
hffti  f' 

"  A  tall,  raw-boned,  SWirthy  lid,  th^y  ^ay  he  has  shot 
up  iti^^..  tf  ere  is  his  picttire  by  a  good  hand,  som6  time 
sih(?e.'"  He  tui'ned  roood  one  cf  the  portraits  which 
srfdOd  With  Its  Me  against  the  Wall  }  but  it  proved  not  16 
be  that  of  Charles  the  Second,  but  of  his  unhappy  fatheh 

The  ifit  mbtibb  bf  Ciy>niwell  indicated  a  jAii-pose  of 
hastily  rephdvh^  thfe  picture,  and  it  seeitied  as  if  an  effiirt 
was  ft^ess&ry  to  repress  his  disinclination  to  look  upon 
it.  But  b^  did  r<^)^ssrt,  and  placing  the  ^cture  against 
the  wtill,  i)rithdrew  slovt^ly  atid  sternly,  as  if,  in  defiance 
6f  hfe  oWh  feelings,  he  was  det^fminbd  tb  gain  a  place, 
from  whieh  to  Stee  it  to  Advantage;  It  ^ns  weB  for  Wild- 
rake  that  his  d^ngeroius  compinibn  had  not  turtied  ah  eyfe 
dn  hitii,  for  his  blood  also  kindled  when  he  saw  the  por^ 
trait  ot  his  master  in  the  hands  of  the  chief  author  of  bis 
death.  Beif^  tt  fierce  and  desperate  man^  he  coram^nd^ 
ed  his  passion  with  great  difficulty  ;  and  if,  oti  its  &c^ 
vioJence,  he  h*id  been  provided  with  a  suitable  weajion, 
it  is  poissible  Cromwell  would  never  have  ihduntdd  higher 
it!  his  bold  Ascent  towards  supreme  power. 

But  this  natural  and  sudden  flash  of  indignation^  Whick 
tdshed  through  the  Veins  of  an  ordinary  mail  like  Wild* 
^ake,  Wn^  presently  subdued,  when  cohfrohted  with  the 
*ttohg  yet  stifled  emotion  displayed  by  so  powerful  a 
eharti^t^  as  Crorhtrell.  As  the  cataBe^  looked  on  his 
dark  artfi  bold  coimtlenatice,  agitated  by  iriward  and  in- 
describable feeh'ngs,  he  found  his  own  violence  of  spirit 
d?e  aw'ay  and  lose  itself  in  fear  and  wonder.     So  true  it  is, 
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ihat  as  greater  tTghts  swallow  up  and  extinguish  the  dis- 
play of  those  which  are  less,  so  men  of  great,  capacious, 
and  over-riiling  iriihds,  tear  aside  and  subdue,  in  their 
climax  of  passion,  the  more  feeble  wills  and  passions  of 
otliers  •  as,  when  k  river  jdins  a  brook,  the  fiercer  totrent 
"shoulders  aside  the  smaller  stream. 

Wildrake  stood  a  silent,  inactive,  and  almost  a  terrliSfecl 
spectator,  while  Cromwell,  assuming  a  firm  sternness  of 
eye  iEind  manner,  as  one  who  compels  himself  to  look  bh 
what  some  strong  internal  feeling  renders  painful  arid  dis- 
gustful to  him,  proceeded  in  brief  and  interrupted  ex- 
pressions, but  yet  with  a  firm  voice,  to  comment  on  the 
portrait  of  the  late  Kin^.  His  words  seemed  less  ad- 
dressed to  Wildrake,  than  to  be  the  spontaneous  unbur- 
aening  of  his  own  bosoml,  ^swelling  under  recbflectiori  of 
the  past,  and  anticipation  of  the  future. 

"  I'hat  Flemish  painter,"  he  said — "  that  Antonio 
Vandyke — what  a  power  he  has  !  Steel  may  mutilate, 
warriors  may  waste  and  destroy — still  the  King  stands  un- 
injured by  time  5  and  our  grandchildren,  while  they  rea^ 
liis  history,  may  look  on  his  image,  and  compare  the  mel- 
ancholy features  with  the  woful  tale.  It  was  a  stern  ne- 
cessity— it  was  an  awful  deed  !  The  calm  pride  of  that 
^e  might  have  ruled  worlds  of  crouching  frenchmen, 
or  supple  Italians,  or  formal  Spaniards,  but  its  glances  on- 
ly roused  the  native  courage  of  the  stern  Englishman. — 
Lay  not  on  poor  sinful  man,  whose  breath  fs  in  his  nos- 
trils, the  blame  that  he  faUs,  when  Heaven  never  gave 
him  strength  of  nerves  to  stand  !  The  weak  rider  is 
thrown  by  his  unruly  horse,  and  trampled  to  death — the 
strongest  man,  the  besfcavalier,  springs  to  the  empty  sad- 
dle, and  uses  bit  and  ^ur  till  the  fiery  steed  knows  its 
master.  Who  blames  him,  who,  mounted  aloft,  rides 
triumphantly  amongst  the  people,  for  having  succeeded, 
where  the  unskilful  and  feeble  fell  and  died  ?  Verily  he 
hath  his  reward  :  Then,  what  is  that  piece  of  painted 
canvass  to  me  more  than  others  ?  No  ;  let  him  show  to 
others  the  reproaches  of  that  cold,  calm  face,  that  proud 
vet  complaining  eye  :    Those  who  have  acted  on  higher 
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respects  have  no  cause  to  start  at  painted  shadows.  Not 
wealth  nor  power  brought  me  from  my  obscurity.  The 
oppressed  consciences,  the  injured  liberties  of  England, 
were  the  banner  that  I  followed." 

He  raised  his  voice  so  high,  as  if  pleading  in  his  own 
defence  before  some  tribunal,  that  Pearson,  the  officer 
in  attendance,  looked  into  the  apartment ;  and  observing 
his  master,  with  his  eyes  kindling,  his  arm  extended,  his 
foot  advanced,  and  his  voice  raised,  like  a  general  in  the 
act  of  commanding  the  advance  of  his  army,  he  instantly 
withdrew. 

'^  It  was  other  than  selfish  regards  that  drew  me  forth 
to  action,"  continued  Cromwell,  *'  and  I  dare  the  world 
—ay,  living  or  dead  I  challenge — to  assert  that  I  armed 
for  a  private  cause,  or  as  a  means  of  enlarging  my  for- 
tunes. Neither  was  there  a  trooper  in  the  regiment 
who  came  there  with  less  of  personal  evil  will  to  yonder 
unhappy" 

At  this  moment  the  door  of  the  apartment  opened,  and  a 
gentlewoman  entered,  who,  from  her  resemblance  to  the 
General,  although  her  features  were  soft  and  feminine, 
might  be  immediately  recognized  as  his  daughter.  She 
walked  up  to  Cromwell,  genily  but  firmly  passed  her  arm 
through  his,  and  said  to  him  in  a  persuasive  tone,  "  Fath- 
er, this  is  not  well — ^you  have  promised  me  this  should 
not  happen." 

The  General  hung  down  bis  head,  like  one  who  was 
either  ashamed  of  the  passion  to  which  he  had  given  way, 
or  of  the  influence  which  was  exercised  over  him.  He 
yielded,  however,  to  the  afiectionate  impulse,  and  left  the 
apartment,  without  again  turning  his  head  towards  the 
portrait  which  had  so  much  affected  him,  or  looking  to- 
wards Wildrake,  who  remained  fixed  in  astonishment. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

X^lortor/— Go  to,  go  tox-You  have  known  what  you  should  not 

Macbeth. 

WiLDRAKE  was  left  in  the  cabinet,  as  we  have  said,  as 
tonished  and  alone.  It  was  often  noised  about,  that  Crom 
well,  the  deep  and  sagacious  statesman,  the  calm  and  iiH 
trepid  commander,  he  who  had  overcome  such  diffiiiQlties, 
and  ascended  to  such  heights,  that  he  seemed  already  to 
bestride  the  land  which  he  had  conquered,  had,  like  many 
other  men  of  great  genius,  a  constitutional  taint  of  melan- 
choly, which  sometimes  displayed  itself  both  in  words 
and  actions,  and  had  been  first  observed,  in  that  sudden 
and  striking  change,  when,  abandoning  entirely  the  dis- 
solute freaks  of  his  youth,  he  embraced  a  very  strict 
course  of  religious  observances,  which,  upon  some  oc- 
casions, he  seemed  to  consider  as  bringing  him  into  more 
near  and  close  contact  with  the  spiritual  world.  This 
extraordinary  man  is  said  sometimes,  during  that  period 
of  his  life,  to  have  given  way  to  spiritual  delusions,  or,  as 
he  himself  conceived  them,  prophetic  inspirations  of  ap- 
proaching grandeur,  and  of  strange,  deep,  and  mysterious 
agencies,  in  which  he  was  in  future  to  be  engaged,  in  the 
same  manner  as  his  younger  years  had  been  marked  by 
fits  of  exuberant  and  excessive  frolic  and  debaucheries. 
Something  of  this  kind  seemed  to  explain  the  ebuUitioD 
of  passion  which  he  had  now  manifested. 

With  wonder  at  what  he  had  witnessed,  Wildrake  fek 
some  anxiety  on  his  own  account.  Though  tjot  the  most 
reflecting  of  mortals,  he  had  sense  enough  to  know,  that 
it  is  dangerous  to  be  a  witness  of  the  infirmities  of  men 
high  in  power  ;  and  he  was  left  so  long  by  himself,  as 
induced  him  to  entertain  some  secret  doubts,  whether  tb« 
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General  might  not  be  tempted  to  take  means  of  confining 
or  removing  a  witness,  who  had  seen  him  lowered,  as  it 
seemed,  by  the  suggestions  of  his  own  conscience, 
oeneath  that  lofty  flight,  which  in  general,  he  affected  to 
sustain  above  the  rest  of  tfie  stiblunJlry  world. 

In  this,  however,  he  wronged  Cromwell,  who  was  free 
either  from  an  extreme  degree  of  jealtfds  Btfifpfeion,  or 
from  any  thing  which  approached  towards  blood-thirsti- 
iiesd;  Pearson  appeared,  after  a  lapse  of  about  an  hour, 
uhI,  intimating  to  Wildrake  thai  he  was  to  follow,  con- 
ducted him  into  a  distant  apartment,  in  which  he  found 
the  General  seated  on  a  k>w  couch«  His  daughter  was 
in  the  apartment,  but  remained  at  some  distance,  appar- 
ently busied  with  some  female  needle-work,  and  scarce 
turned  her  head  as  Pearson  and  Wildrake  entered. 

At  a  sign  from  the  Lord  Generali  Wildrake  approach- 
ed him  as  before.  "  Comrade,"  he  said,  "your  old  friencb 
the  cavaliers  look  on  me  as  their  enemy,  and  conduct 
themselves  towards  me  as  if  they  deshred  to  make  me 
such*  I  profess  they  are  labouring  to  their  own  preju- 
dice ;  for  I  regard,  aqd  have, ever  regarded  them,  as  hon- 
est and  honourable  fools,  vtrho  were  silly  enough  to  run 
their  necks  into  nooses,  and  their  beads  against  stone- 
waUs,  that  a  man  called  Stuart,  and  no  other,  should  be 
King  over  them*  Fools  I  are  Aere  no.wor^s  made  of 
letters  that  would  sound  as  well  as  Charles  Stuart,  with 
that  magic  title  beside  them  f  Why,  the  word  King  i^ 
like  a  lighted  lamp,  that  throws  the  same  bright  gilding 
.upon  any  ^combination  of  the  alphabet,  and  yet  you  must 
«hed  your  bk>od  for  a  name  !  But  thou,  for  thy  part,  shalt 
have  no  wrong  from  me.  Here  is  an  order,  well  warrant 
i^#,  to  clear  the  Lodge  at  Woodstock,  and  abandon  it  to 
tby  master's  keeping,  or  those  whom  he  shall  appoint. 
He  wiH  toive  bis  uncle  and  pretty  cousin  with  him,  doubt- 
less. Fare  tbee  well — think  on  what  I  told  thee.  They 
^say  beauty  is  a  loadstone  to  yonder  long  lad,  thou  dost 
•n^ot  of ;  but  I  reckon  he  has  other  stars  at  present  to 
direct  his  course  than  bright  eyes  and  fair  hair.  Be  it  as 
it  may,  thou  knowest  my  purpose — peer  out,  peer  out ; 


keep  a  constant  and  eareful  lookout  tin  every  H^ged  piich 
that  wanders  by  hedgerow  or  lane — these  are  days  wbeQ 
a  beggar's  cloak  may  corer  a  King's  ninsom.  'Thefe  kre 
tome  broad  Portugal  pieced  for  fli^e^^som«tUt<g  sMng« 
to  thy  pouch,  I  ween.-^^-^Once  itibf^',  think  tm  whitt  tbtfii 
hast  heard,  and,"  be  added,  tn  t  lowet  antii  iaoift  imprei^ 
Sve  tone  of  roicej  "  forget  whiit  thoa  hist  seen.  My 
ervice  to  thy  master  ; — and,  yei  oiiee  ajgflin,  rtmember 
—and  forget,^  WHdrak^  nfade  his  obs^sanee^  antfy 
i^ettihiing  to  his  inn,  left  Wii^ser  with  sdl  possible  spdfed. 

It  was  afterEk)on  in  the  Mme  day  wh^n  thd  cuTaller 
irejoined  his  rotindhead  friend,  who  was  itfldtiob^  ex-* 
pecthig  him  at  the  inn  in  Wo6ds^oek  appointed  for  ttadr 
rendezvous. 

**  Where  hast  thoii  been  ?-^^^hat  bast  tbd*  seen  ?-^whirt 
Strang  tmcertainty  is  in  thy  boks  f'^-Hind  why  4oM  tkoti 
hot  answer  nife  ?" 

"  Because,"  steid  Wildrake,  laying  aside  bia  ndiii§ 
^Idak  and  rapi^i*^  "  ytm  ask  so  many  questioos  at  ooee; 
A  tttkn  has  but  one  tongue  to  apnswet  withj  and  mme  it 
Well  njgfe  glued  tof  th^  roof  of  my  mouth." 

*^  Will  drink  unldpiseftit?"  said  the  Colonel ;  "  tboagh  I 
ds^re  say  thou  hast  tried  ibal  spell  at  every  ale-house  an 
M)e  h)ad.  Call  for  what  thoti  would'st  bate,  maii,i  toAf 
be  quick." 

"  Gotettel  Everari,"  artswered  Wildrake,  "  1  have  not 
ea^efd  isd  hiuefa  as  a  e>up  of  to\i  water  this  day." 

<*  Th^D  thou  W  out  of  hermour  for  that  reason,"  sakl 
ttf^  Gofcn^ }  "  ialve?  thy  9&pe  with  brafidy,  if  tboh  wS^ 
6^1e«(/^  beltig  $6  faiMastit  Sni  unlike  to  %self,  ab  tbou 
«ho^ei^  lA  this  silent  ftfoiEWl." 

«  Gbl6nel  Evetarty"  replted  AecavaSer^  very  gravely*, 
^ !  ath  &§  ftitered  meih:" 

*«  9  thiiik  ihdii  4om  alt«f,"  said  Ei^oard,  "eVery  day 
%  Ihfef  yh»y  atfd  every  hbur  of  the  day.  Gome,  good 
ilJbW>  ^11  rrtbi  bi»t  tirod  teen  4^  Oeoaral,  tod  got  his  war- 
Vatft  fo^desring  out  Ihe  te^ostratcMrs  from  WoodstcJck  ?" 

^'  1  have  sien  the  devil,"  said  Wildrake,  "  and  hav* 
ks  tb6u  say&t,  got  u  warrdBt  from  him." 
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**  QWe  ii  floe/'  Bmi  Einerard,  hastily  catcbiDg  at  i\^ 
packet. 

"  Forgive  me>  Mark,"  said  Wildrake  j  "  if  ibou  knew- 
est  the  purpose  with  which  this  deed  is  granted — if  thou 
knewest-*— whatit  isnot  my  purpose  to  tell  thee — 'what  . 
maiioer  of  hopes  are  founded  on  thy  accepting  it,  T  have 
that  opinion  of  thee,  Mark  Everard,  that  thou  wouldst  33 
soon  take  a  red  hot  horse  shoe  from  the  anvil  with  thy 
bare  hand,  as  receive  into  it  this  slip  of  paper." 

"  Come,  come,"  said  Everard,  "  this  comes  of  some 
of  your  exalted  ideas  of  loyalty,  which,  excellent  within 
certain  bounds,  drive .  us  mad  when  encouraged  up  to 
some  heights.  Do  not  think,  since  I  must  needs  speak 
plainly  with  thee,  that  I  see  without  sorrow  the  downfall 
of  our  ancient  monarchy,  and  the  substitution  of  another 
form  of  government  in  its  stead  ;  but  ought  my  regret  for 
the  past  to  prevent  my  acquiescing  and  aiding  in  such 
measures  as  are  likely  to  settle  the  future  ?  The  royal 
cause  is  ruined,  hadst  thou  and  every  cavalier  in  England 
sworn  the  contrary ;  ruined,  not  to  rise  again, — for  many 
a  day  at  least.  The  Parliament,  so  often  draughted  and 
drained  of  those  who  were  courageous  enough  to  main- 
tain their  own  freedom  of  opinion,  is  now  reduced  to  a 
handful  of  statesmen,  who  have  lost  the  respect  of  the 
people,  from  the  length  of  time  during  which  they  have 
held  the  supreme  management  of  affairs.  They  cannot 
stand  long  unless  they  were  to  reduce  the  army ;  and  the 
army,  late  servants,  are  now  masters,  and  will  refuse  to 
be  reduced.  They  know  their  strength,  and  that  they 
may  be  an  army  subsisting  on  pay  and  free  quarters 
throughout  England  as  long  as  they  will.  I  tell  thee, 
Wildrake,  unless  we  lode  to  the  only  man  who  can  rule 
and  manage  them,  we  may  expect  military  law  through- 
out the  land  ;  and  I,  for  mine  own  part,  look  for  any 
preservation  of  our  privileges  that  may  be  vouchsafed  to 
us,  only  through  the  wisdom  and  forbearance  of  Crom- 
well. Now  you  have  my  secret.  You  are  aware  that  I 
am  not  doing  the  best  1  would,  but  the  best  I  can.  I  wish 
— not  so  ardently  as  thou,  perhaps— yet  I  do  wish  that 


WOOIIMTOCK.  125 

ihe  King  could  have  been  restored  on  good  terms  of  com- 
position, safe  for  us  and  for  himself.  And  now,  good 
Wildrake,  rebel  as  thou  thinkest  me,  make  me  no  worse 
a  rebel  than  an  unwilling  one.  God  knows,  I  never  laid 
^side  love  and  reverence  to  the  King,  even  in  drawing 
my  sword  against  his  ill  advisers." 

"  Ah,  plague  on  you,"  said  Wildrake,  "  that  is  the 
very  cant  of  it — that's  what  you  all  say.  All  of  you 
fought  against  the  King  in  pure  love  and  loyalty,  and  not 
otherwise.  However  I  see  your  drift,  and  I  own  that  I 
like  it  better  than  I  expected.  The  army  is  your  bear 
now,  and  Old  Noll  is  your  bearward  ;  and  you  are  like 
a  country  constable,  who  makes  interest  with  the  bear- 
ward  that  he  may  prevent  him  from  letting  bruin  loose. 
Well,  there  may  come  a  day  when  the  sun  will  shine  on 
our  side  of  the  fence,  and  thereon  shall  you,  and  all  the 
good  fair-weather  folks  who  love  the  stronger  party  come 
and  make  common  cause  with  us." 

Without  much  attending  to  what  his  friend  said,  Colo- 
nel Everard  carefully  studied  the  wairrant  of  Cromwell. 
"  It  is  bolder  and  more  peremptory  than  I  expected,"  he 
said.  "  The  General  must  feel  himself  strong,  when  he 
opposes  his  own  authority,  so  directly  to  that  of  the  coun- 
cil of  State  and  the  Parliament." 

"  You  will  not  hesitate  to  act  upon  it  .'^"  said  Wildrake. 

"  That  I  certainly  will  not,"  answered  Everard  ;  "  but 
I  must  waif  till  I  have  the  assistance  of  the  Mayor,  who, 
I  think,  will  gladly  see  these  fellows  ejected  from  the 
Lodge.  I  must  not  go  altogether  upon  military  authority, 
if  possible."  Then  stepping  to  the  door  of  the  apartment, 
he  despatched  a  servant  of  the  house  in  quest  of  the  chief 
magistrate,  desiring  he  should  be  made  acquainted  that 
Colonel  Everard  desired  to  see  him  with  as  little  loss  of 
time  as  possible. 

"  You  are  sure  he  will  come,  like  a  dog  at  a  whistle," 
said  Wildrake.  "  The  word  captain,  or  colonel,  makes 
the  fat  citizen  trot  in  these  days,  when  one  sword  is  woriii 
fifty  corporation  charters.     But  there  are  dragoons  yon- 
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der,  as  well  as  the  grim  faced  knave  whom  1  frighVehed 
the  other  evening  when  I  showed  my  face  in  at  the  wii:^- 
dow.    TbiBK'st  thou  the  knaves  will  show  no  rougfi  jpUy  ?" 

"  The  General's  warrant  will  weigh  more  widb  them 
than  a  dozen  acts  i)f  t^arliament,"  said  fcverari. — "^But 
it  is  time  thou  eatest^  if  ihou  hast  in  truth  ridden  Trom 
Windsor  hither  without  baiting." 

"  i  care  not  ahoiit  it,"  said  Wildrake  :  ^\l  tell  thee* 
your  General  gave  me  a  brisakfast,  which,  I  think,  ^y^] 
serve  me  one  vvhile,  if  I  am  ever  able  to  digest  It.  By 
the  mass,  it  tiy  so  heavy  on  my  conscience,  that,!  car- 
ried it  to  church  to  see  if  I  could  digest  it  there  with  my 
other  sins.     But  not  a  whii."      ^ 

"  To  chi|rch  !-:-t6  the  door  of  the  church,  thou  meaa^ 
est,"  said  Everard.  *'  I  know  thy  way — thou  aft  ever 
wont  to  pull  thy  hat  off  reverently  at  the  threshold,  but 
for  crossing  it,  that  day  seldom  comes." 

"  Well,"  replied  Wildrake,  "  and  if  I  do  pull  off  my 
castor  and  kneel,  is  it  not  seemly  to  show  the  same  respects 
in  a  church,  which  we  offer  in  a  palace  ?  It  is  a  dainty 
matter,  is  il  not,  to  see  your  Anabaptists,  and  Brownists, 
and  the  rest  of  you,  gather  to  a  sernion  with  as  Uttle  cei- 
emony  as  hogs  to  a  trough  ?  But  here  comes  food,  and 
now  for  a  grace^  if  I  can  renieniber  one." 

Everard  was, too  much  interested  about  the  fate  of  his 
uncle  and  his  Tair  cousin,  and  the  prospect  of  restoring 
them  to  their  quiet  home,  under  the  protection  of  that 
formidable  trurrcheon  which  was  already  regarded  as  the 
leading-staff  of  England,  to  remark,  that  certainly  a  great 
alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  manners  and  outwsira 
behaviour,  at  least,  of  his  companion.  His  demeanour 
frequently  evinced  a  sort  of  struggle  betwixt  old  habits 
of  indulgence,  and  some  newly  formed  resolutions  of  ab- 
stinence ;  and  it  was  almost  ludicrous  to  see  hbw  often 
the  hand  of  the  neophyte  directed  itself  naturally  to  a 
large  black  leathern  jack,  which  contained  two  double 
flagons  of  strong  ale,  and  how  often,  diverted  from  its 
purpose  by  the  better  reflections  of  the  reformed  toper 


'ft  sWzWf,  iiSstifead,  \ij^6n  a  lairge  eweV  of  salubrious  and 
^Wre  water. 

It  ivas  ti'ot  diflJcttU  t6  see  that  the  task  of  sobriety  was 
bbt  Yet  becoWite  easy,  and  that,  if  it  had  the  recomuienda- 
tten%r  the  hiteltectual  portion  of  the  party  who  liad  re- 
solved upon  it,  the  outward  nian  yieldfed  a  reluctant  and 
restiVe  compliance.  But  honest  Wildrake  had  been  dread- 
folly  frigMefied  'at  the  colirse  proposed  to  him  by  Cromwell, 
and.  With  a  feeling  not  peculiar  to  the  Catholic  religion, 
oad  foi-med  a  solemn  refebTution  within  his  own  mind,  that 
if  he  cam^  ofTsafe  and  with  honour  from  this  dangerous 
interview,  he  would  show  his  sens6  of  Heaven's  favour, 
by  renouncing  sbitie  of  the  ^ins  which  most  eaisily  beset 
him,  and  especially  that  of  intemperance,  id  which,  like 
many  6f  his  wild  cbtripeers,  he  "wias  tbb  much  addicted. 

This  resbhitioti,  ot*  Vovc^,  ivaS  J^artly  prudential  as  well 
as  religions,  for  it  biccurt^ti  tb  hSift  as  v6ry  possible,  that 
some  matters  of  a  difficult  dbd  delib'at^  nature  ihiEht  be 
tnfO=wn  into  his  hands  iAt  Ih^  pre'^^fat  eihercency,  during 
the  conduct  of  which  it  t^TbUld  bfe  fitting  fcJr  nim  to  act  by 
*©We  bfett^r  oriatilfe  tWin  thdt  of  the  bottli^,  celebrated  by 
Rabtelais.  Ih  ftrtl  ctJthbli^ncfe  \^Hh  tiiis  pfudieht  deter- 
mination, he  touth^d  i^ithef  the  Idfe  ilbf  the  brahcly  wtiich 
was  placed  before  him,  and  declined  peremptorily  the 
sack  with  which  his  friend  would  have  garnished  the 
board.  Nevertheless,  jiist  asTBe  boy  removed  the  tren- 
chers and  napkins,  together  with  the  large  black-jack 
which  we  have  already  mentionecL  and  was  one  or  two 
steps  on  his  way  to  the  dbtn-,  th6  fefiitwy  arm  of  the  cav- 
alier, which  seemed  to  elongate  itself  on  purpose,  (as  it 
extended  far  beyond  the  folds  of  the  thread-bare  Jacket,) 
arrested  the  progress  of  the  retkiag  Ganymode,  and 
seizing  o».  tbe  Uack-j«ek^  eenvey^d  M  l6  th^  ttji^,  which 
were  gently  breathhrg  *«*)  the  ftSplftftiem,  ^  D— n— 1 
mean,  H^lt^brtlbrgive  me^^lS^e  are  poor  fcreatureis  of  clay 
— one  modest  sip  must  be  permitted  to  our  frailty." 
'  Sfc'm'iil^ttiuVinl,  he  ctiied  the  huge  flagpn  to  his  lips  : 
^rtl  a]fe  "Qlfe  tiead  was  slowly  and  gi-aaually  inclined  back- 
i^ards,  iti  proportion  as  the  riglit  nand  elevated  the  bot- 
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torn  of  the  pitcher,  Evetard  had  great  dQal^  whether  the 

drinker  and  the  cup  were  likely  to  part  until  the  whole 
contents  of  the  latter  had  heen  transferred  to  the  person 
of  the  former.  Roger  Wildrake  stinted,  boweyer,  when 
by  a  moderate  computation  he  had  swallowed  -^  one 
draught  about  a  quart  and  a  half. 

He  then  replaced  it  on  the  salver,  fetched  a  long  breatk 
to  refresh  his  lungs,  bade  the  boy  get  him  gone  with  the 
rest  of  the  liquors,  in  a  tone  which  inferred  some  dread 
of  his  constancy,  and  then,  turning  to  his  friend  Ev^rard, 
he  expatiated  in  praise  of  moderation,  observing,  that  the 
mouthful  which  he  had  just  taken  had  been  of  more  ser- 
vice to  him  than  if  he  had  remained  quaffing  healths  at 
table  for  four  hours  together. 

His  friend  made  no  reply,  but  could  not  help  being 
privately  of  opinion,  that  Wildrake's  temperance  had 
done  as  much  execution  on  the  .tankard  .in  his  single 
draught,  as  some  more  moderate  topers  might  have  effect- 
ed if  they  had  sat  sipping  for  an  evening.  But  the^  subi^ 
ject  was  changed  by  the  entrance  of  the  landlord,  who 
came  to  announce  to  his  honour  Colonel  Everard,  that 
the  worshipful  Mayor  of  Woodstock,  with  the  Rev.  Mas-* 
ter  Holdenough,  were  come  to  wait  upon  him. 


CHAPTER  X. 

**  Here  have  we  one  head 

Upon  two  bodie»— your  two-headed  bullock 

Is  but  an  aj8  to  audi  a  prodigy. 

These  two  bave^mt  <nie  meamng,  thongfat,  and  c 

And,  when  the  single  noddle  hasspoke  ooi, . 

The  four  legs  scrape  assent  to  it.''  OU  P%. 

In  the  goodly  form  of  the  honest  Mayor,  there  was  a 
bustling  mixture  of  importance  and  embarrassment,  like 
the  deportment  of  a  man  who  was  conscious  that  he  had 


an  important  part  to  act,  if  fae  could  but  exactly  discover 
what  that  part  was.  Bu(  both  were  mingled  with  mueb 
pleasure  at  seeing  Everard,  and  he  frequently  repeated- 
his  welcomes  and  all-hails  before  he  could  be  brought  to 
attend  to  what  that  gentleman  said  in  reply. 

"  Grood  worthy  Colonel,  you  are  indeed  a  derirable 
sight  to  Woodstock  at  all  times,  being,  as  I  may  say, 
almost  our  townsman,  as  you  have  dwelt  so  much  and 
so  long  at  the  palace.  Truly,  the*  matter  begins  almost 
to  pass  my  wit,  though  I  have  transacted  the  afiairs  of 
this  borough  for  many  a  long  day  5  and  you  are  come  to 
my  assistance  like,  Hke *' 

^'  Tunquam  Deus  ex  machineij  as  the  Ethnic  poet  hath 
It,"  said  Master  Holdenough,  "  although  I  do  not  often 
quote  from  such  books. — ^Indeed,  Master  Markham  Eve- 
rard— or  worthy  Colonel,  as  I  ought  rather  to  say — ^yo» 
are  simply  the  most  welcome  man  who  has  come  to 
Woodstock  since  the  days  of  old  King  Harry." 

"  I  had  some  business  with  ypu,  my  good  friend," 
said  the  Cokmel,  addres^ng  the  Mayor  ;  *^  I  shall  be 
glad  if  it  should  so  happen  at  the  same  time,  that  I  may 
find  occasion  to  pleasure  you  or  your  worthy  pastor." 

"  No  question  you  can  do  so,  good  sir,"  interposed 
Master  Holdenough  ;  "  you  have  the  heart,  shr,  and  you 
have  the  hand ;  and  we  are  much  in  want  of  good  coun- 
sel, and  that  from  a  man  of  action.  I  am  aware,  worthy 
Colonel,  that  you  and  your  worthy  father  have  ever 
borne  yourselves  in  these  turmoils  like  men  of  a  truly 
Christian  and  moderate  spirit,  striving  to  pour  oil  into 
the  wounds  of  the  laqd,  which  some  would  rub  with 
vitriol  and  pepper ;  and.  we  know  you  are  faithful  chil- 
dren of  that  church  which  we  have  reformed  from  its 
papistical  and  prelatical  tenets." 

"My  good  and  reverend  friend,"  said  Everard,  "I 
respect  the  piety  and  learning  of  many  of  your  teachers  ; 
but  I  am  also  for  liberty  of  conscience  to  all  men.  I 
neither  side  with  sectaries,  nor  do  1  desire  to  see  them 
Uie  object  of  suppressbn  by  violence." 


afiaiiBsoMwi  i>  ku^  I  vH^vJiyi^u.^b^uM  ^mk  V^M  ^  fine 
(iwuyif.  ftn^.  !9^f^ .  ^^.  Vi^  li.k^  to^  k^ve  pC  it,  ^midst  tb^?, 

duced  into  iUq  Qfeyi^^  aurf  ki^gdoi^  of  EnglfM?d,,  so  t^ij^t 
worilief  M^tj&i&  Edwai?4s,Ja  hi^  QUogien^,  <J^lar^tl?,  ihat 
OMC  najtwfi  eOM^lSJ^  i*  a^jo^  to  beo<^^  ti>e  v^ry.  siijk  ^^o4 
cess-pool  oC  ^U.  $QbJsiA^.  hQi^^iejt}  bla^s^einies,  and  con- 
AiaiotQus,  ast  |l»§  sMfiny  Q^lfenoi^l  was  said  to  be  the  r?fu^ 
of  all  MaUQiftirrsGofijMPW  ^iwr^^*t4»»^6»tittm.— Belieye  p)^ 
vvortj^  Cvjj^i^,  t|^j^tl)e^  ^  the  Honourable  House  vi^w> 
all  this  over  lightly,  and  witb  tba  vviiaking  connivanx^  o^ 
old  EIL  Tim^^mlS^i^^^^  tlie  sc^iisflfiatips^  shoulder  -the 
Oitthodpx.  iwiflfetii^ft  Wl^f  th^ir  pulpits^  tb^^s^^  tfiefi^^lfe^ 
injto.  fanriW*^^  ftpcl  bfif^,  m^  tfep.  peace  th^^eajif,  ?te^J^ 
m^y-  n^ftij'is.  li«^w^.  fiiWfc  U5p.  ^st^Wisb^cJ  ^hW' 

"  M^  gc¥ld[  Mft^ef,  Jtpldr^i^vgbf "  r«pjie4  th^  Cqlon^,, 
interruptlrn,^:zfi#ii»J6:prea%b^f)  '' t^e  is  growij^  9I 
SQrf<<^.fo|^,flA  ti^^  \U^96y^  di^Bpr;^^  ;  ^pd  I  hqld  with 
jDau,,^lrf  ti«^ei^.^itft.f^f  tbi^^py^^t  t|j»^l;r%v^  ijaift^ 

religiftfl^^i  %bp#e,d^o^i»i%n4.(?<?^npQ»  ?^ftse^  llji^ 
tbeire  i%  M  h?te  sfti5§  P^tiePP^-  Pi>fbvsji,^pj.  ist  &  ^eam 
Ihat  may  fe^m^ffi  ift  its  <^vfi?,  ti^e,  \yibe^?^^  ^  i^  ^twe,  ^^ 
b«^r.  doHi%  ey^f y,  lmri||i^  H^^i^  is.  4if«ptly  9ffP9s^  t^,  i^ 
— RmJ^  ^g*.  afifj  t^esf,  §fihi?q[^^^^  pfqj^^p<j[ju^^s,  V?.  qnt 
pi;e«eat  p#rp§iflft.?" 

"  W4i3j^p#4f^^  tWp,  a^>"  ?^id  Hftjdenouglm,  "  aljthpugUi^ 
p^hap^  390^  ii;|ay  i«^ke  lesjs,  of  it  t^an  I;  should  ^y^ 
tbOMght  b^ff^f^.  w^;  mj8t.-r-I  W2i^  myself — I^  Neh^ini^ 
Hold^OQMgb,  (b^  adjded  consequentially,)  was  forcibl^^ 
expeJJad  fta«ft0^p\8p,pMlpi(,  e«;€}pas  a  man  shquUi  h^v^ 
been  thrust  out  of  his  own  1^oias0,  by  an  ^)iei^  afid  ^^^  i^f 
trudeiv  a  wolf,.  wJao  w^^^  9Pt  at  the  ti^ou^le  eye^  to. put 
on  sbe«p^  dQihing)  bi^t  caiQe.  in  his  nativq  wolfish  a^i;9 
of  buff  and  bandolier,  md  held  forth  in  my  stead  to  t^ 

rople,  «ho^  are  to.  nie  ^s  ^  flock  tp  the  lawful  sbe|)bej:<jr 
is  too  true,  sir— rM^^t^r .  l^kyi^f  stftf^  ih  aiW^  ^\rf>ve,  H» 
take  such  order  to  prevent  it  as  man  might,  thSugh«" 
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t\jfif}pztp  the  Ma^or,^  "  1,  thiDk  st^ll  you  migl^^  have  str^ve^ 
a  little  inor^^  ' 

"  Gopd  noWj^  good  Master  HoJdenough.  do  not  le\  us 
go  back  pn  that  question,"  i^id  ^he  Mavoif.  "  Guy  of 
Warwick^  or.  Bevis  of  Hampton,  might  do  ^ometfiing 
with  this  genera^on  i^  but  truly  tliey  are  too,  ipanj  and 
too  strong  for  the  IVJiayor  of  Woodstock.** 

"I  think  Master  Mayor. speaks  very  good  sense,** 
said  the  Colonel, ;  "  if  the  Independents  are  not  aiIo\v- 
ed  to  preach,  I  fear  me  they  will  not  figbl  ] — ^^and  the^ 
if  you   ^yere  to  hay^  another'  rising  of  ca^v^Iiers.  ?" 

"  Therfi  j^re  worse  (oiks  may  rise  tb^p^cs^v^lij^fs.**-  said 
Hojdj^npugh. 

"  How^^  sir  ?"  replied.  Colonel  Ev^ra^d^^  "  Let  ipe 
remind ypuj IVjasjter  ^lold enough,  thstl  i/^no  s^/<?  la^gua^ 
in  the  present  st^t.e  of  ijie  nation,.** 

".  I  say,"  §aid  tl^e.  Presbytei;ran^  "  tb.^re  Bt^e  worse 
folk  may  rise  tkan  cavaliers  ;  and  I  will  prove  whal  I 
say.  The  d^yil  is  worse,  thaa  the  worst  cavalier  that  ever 
d^aiik^  JV  be^iltbj  of]  swore  ^n  oat^ — ai?d,  the  devil,  has  risen 
at  Woodstock  Lodge  !" 

"  Ay,  truly  h«|th  h^/'  sai.d,  the  Mayor,  "bodily  and 
visibly,  in  figure  and  in  form— r>An  awfMl  tinue  we  live  in." 

"  Gentlemen,  1  r^alJy  know.  i?K)t  bow  I  am  to  npderstand, 
you,"  said  Everard, 

'*  Why,  it  was  even,  about  the  devil  we  caipe  to  s|?eaj^ 
^th  jouj"  saJd  ihe  Mayor  ;^.  "but  the  yt:ortbjf  minisitei[ 
is  always  so  hot  upon  Uie  sepiairiei^ -r** 

*'  WlUcb  iue  the  devil's  br^s,  and  nearly  akin;  to  him," 
said  Master  lloldenougb.  "  But  true  it  is,  that  the, 
grovyih  of  these  sects  has  brought  i^p.  the  Evil  Qjie  ey.en 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  tp  lopk  after  l^js^wn  intere.st^ 
where   he  finds  it  most  tjjifrjyip^.** 

"  Miister  Holdciioughj"  s;^^d.  the  CJpJpriel^,  "  if  youj 
speak  figuratively,  1  have  ^jir:^a4y  t(}ld  you  tl^at,  1.  have 
ti either  the  means  nor  the  skill  sufficieijt  to.  temper  these 
relijliovis  he^ts.  B|i^,t  if  you,  design  to  say  that,  there  has, 
l{^^p^  ^^ftctuafV^yg^rifiyj^^  9f  t^?  i[ieyil,^  I  pf esujps.  tp.  thinly 
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that  yoii,  with  your  doctrine  and  your  learning,  would  be 
a  fitter  match  for  him  than  a  soldier  like  me." 

"  True,  sir ;  and  I  have  that  confidence  in  the  com- 
mission which  I  hold,  that  I  would  take  the  field  against 
the  foul  fiend  without  a  moment's  delay,"   said  Hold- 
enough  ;  "  but  the  place  in  which  he  hath  of  late  appear- 
ed, being  Woodstock,  is  filled  with  those  dangerous  and 
impious  persons,  of  whom  I  have  been  but  now    com- 
plaining ;  and   though,  confident  in  my  own  resources,  I 
dare  venture  in  disputation  with  their  Great  Master  him- 
self, yet  without  your  protection,  most  worthy  Colonel,  I 
see  not  that  I  may  with  prudence  trust  myself  with  the 
tossing  and  goring  ox  Desborough,  or  the  bloody  and  de- 
vouring bear  Harrison,  or  the  cold  and  poisonous  snake 
Bletson — all  of  whom  are  now  at  the  Lodge,  doing  li- 
cense and  taking  spoil  as  they  think  meet ;  and,  as  all  men 
say,  the  devil  has  come  to  make  a  fourth  with  them." 

"  In  good  truth,  worthy  and  noble  sir,"  said  the  Mayor, 
"  it  is  even  as  Master  Holdenough  says — our  privileges 
are  declared  void,  our  cattle  seized  ii)  the  very  pastures. 
They  talk  of  cutting  down  and  disparking  the  fair  Chase, 
which  has  been  so  long  the  pleasure  of  so  many  kings, 
and  making  Woodstock  of  as  little  note  as  any  paltry 
village.  I  assure  you  we  heard  of  your  arrival  with  joy, 
and  wondered  at  your  keeping  yourself  so  close  in  your 
lodgings.  We  know  no  one  save  your  father  or  you, 
that  are  like  to  stand  the  poor  burgesses'  friend  in  this 
extremity,  since  almost  all  the  gentry  around  are  malig- ' 
nants,  and  under  sequestration.  We  trust,  therefore, 
you  will  make  strong  intercession  in  our  behalf." 

"  Certainly,  Master  Mayor,"  said  the  Colonel,  who 
saw  himself  with  pleasure  anticipated ;  "  it  was  my  very 
purpose  to  have  interfered  in  this  matter;  and  I  did  but 
keep  myself  alone  until  I  should  be  furnished  with  some 
authority  from  the  Lord  General." 

"  Powers  from  the  Lord  General !"  said  the  Mayor, 
thrusting  the  clergyman  with  bis  elbow—"  Dost  thou 
bear  that  .^— What  cock  will  fight  that  cock  ?  We  shdl 


W00B8T0CK*  ISS 

eany  k  now  over  their  necks,  and  Woodstock  shall  be 
brave  Woodstock  still  !'* 

**  Keep  Urine  elbow  from  my  side,  friend,"  said  Hold- 
enough,  annoyed  by  the  action  which  the  Mayor  had 
suited  to  his  words ;  '^  and  may  the  Lord  send  that  Crom- 
well prove  not  as  sharp  to  ibe  people  of  England  as  thy 
bones  against  my  person  !  Yet  I  approve  that  we  should 
use  his  authority  to  stop  the  course  of  these  meD^3  pro- 
ceedings." 

**  Let  us  set  out,  then,**  said  Colonel  Everard  ;  *«  and 
I  trust  we  shall  find  the  gentlemen  reasonable  and  obe- 
dient." 

The  functionaries,  laic  and  clerical,  assented  witfi 
much  joy  ;  and  the  Colonel  required  and  receired  Wild- 
rake's  assistakice  in  putting  on  his  cloak  and  rapier,  as  if 
he  bad  been  the  dependant  whose  part  he  acted*  The 
cavalier  contrived,  however,  while  doing  him^these  men- 
ial offices,  to  give  his  friend*  9  shrewd  pinch,  in  ordpr  tq 
maintain  the  footing  of  secret  equality  betwixt  them. 

The  Colonel  was  sainted,  as  they  passed  through  the 
streets,  by  many  of  the  akixious  inhabitants,  who  seemed 
to  consider  his  intervention  as  affording  the  only  chance 
of  saving  their  fine  Park,  and  the  rights  of  the  corpora- 
tbn,  as  well  as  of  incfividuals,  from  ruin  and  confiscation. 

As  they  entered  the  Park,  the  Colonel  asked  his  pom- 
panions,  **  What  is  this  you  say  of  apparitions  being  s^en 
amongst  them  ?'* 

*♦  Why,  Cotenel,"  said  the  clergyman,  "  you  ^Pow 
yourself  ^at  Woodstock  was  always  haunted  r" 

•*  I  have  lived  therein  many  a  day,*'  said  the  Colonel ; 
^*  and  I  know  that  I  never  saw  the  least  sign  of  it,  although 
idle  people  spoke  of  the  house  as  they  do  of  all  o}d  man- 
sions, and  gave  the  apartments  ghosts^atid  spectres  to  fill 
up  the'  plac^  of  as  many  of  the  deceased  great  as  had 
ever  dwelt  there." 

«*  Nay,  but,  good  Colonel,"  said  the  clergyman,  "  ! 
trust  you  have  not  r eaehed  the  prevailing  sin  of  the  times, ; 
and  beoottie  iodiftfeftl  to  the  testimony  in  fkvor  of  ap- 
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pariitiofis,  wI^eh  appears  so  conclusive  to  all  but  ntbej^U^ 
and  advocates  fo|:  witches  ?" 

'*  I  would  not  absolutely  disbelieve  what  is  so  generally 
aflirmed,"  said  the  Colonel ;  "but  my  reason  leads  me 
to  doubt  most  of  the  stories  which  I  have  beard  of  this 
sort,  and  my  own  experience  never  went  to  confirrp  any 
of  them." 

"  Ay,  but  trust  me,"  said  Holdenough,  "  there  was 
always  a  demon  of  one  or  the  other  species  about  this 
Woodstock.  Not  anaan  or  woman  in  the  town  but  has 
heard  stories  of  apparitions  in  tlie  forest,  or  about  the  old 
castle.  Sometimes  it  is  a  pack  of  hounds  that  swe^p 
along,  and  the  whoops  and  hollos  of  the  huntsmcmi  and 
the  winding  ofhoms  and  the  galloping  of  horse,  which  ifi 
heard  ^s  if  first  more  distant,  and  then  close  around  you 
— ^and  then^non  it  is  a  solitary  huntsman,  who  asks  i(  you 
can  tell  him  which  way  the  stag  has  gone.  He  is  always 
dressed  in  green  ;  but  the  fashion  of  hb  clothes  is  son^ 
five  hundred  years  old.  This  is  what  we  call  Demon 
Meridianum — the  noonday  spectre." 

"  My  worthy  and  reverend  sh:,"  said  the  Cdonel,  "  I 
have  lived  at  Woodstock  many  seasons,  and  have  travers- 
ed the  Chase  at  all  hours.  Trust  me,  what  you  hear 
from  the  villagers  is  the  growth  of  their  idle  folly  and 
superstition." 

"  Colonel,"  replied  Holdenough,  "  a  negative  proves 
nothing.  What  signifies,  craving  your  pardon,  that  you 
have  not  seen  anything,  be  it  earthly,  or  be  it  of  the  other 
world,  to  detract  from  the  evidence  of  a  score  gf  people 
who  have  ? — And,  besides,  there  is  the  Demon  Noctur- 
num — the  being  that  walketh  by  night — He  has  been 
among  these  Independents  and  schismatics  last  night*-— » 
Ay,  Colonel,  you  may  stare  ;  but  it  is  even  so — they 
may  try  whether  he  will  mend  their  gifts,  as  they  profane- 
ly call  them,  of  exposition  and  prayer.  No,  sir,  I  trow, 
to  master  the  foul  fiend  there  goeth  some  competent 
Knowledge  of  theology,  and  an  acquaintance  wiUi  the 
humane  letters,  ay,  and  a  regular  clerical  education,  and 
clerical  calling." 


*«I  db  d6I  in  iie  lesat  ^bttbl,'*  MUklbe  Ccfond,  «^  the 
effieacy  of  your  qualifications  to  lay  the  devil ;  but  still  I 
think  some  odd  mistake  has  occasioned  ibis  conftisioil 
mnong^  tbens,  if  there  has  aoy  such  in  reality  existeik 
Desborough  h  a  Uookbead,  to  be  swre  ;  aod  Harrisoii 
18  fasatic  enough  to  believe  anything.  But4here  is 
Blelson,  on  the  other  hand,  who  believes  ae(hing»*— •What 
do  you  know  of  tUs  matter,  good  Master  "Muyw  ?" 

**  lae  sooth,  and  it  vhts  Master  Bletson  who  gave  the  ftrst 
alarm,"  replied  the  magistrate,  <^or,  at  leasl^  thefintt 
dktMKstoDe.  Tott  tee,  ^,  1  was  ia  bed  irith  ray  wife, 
and  no  one  else ;  and  I  was  as  fast  adeep  ta  a  roan  jaM 
desire  to  be  at  two  hours  after  midvi^t,  when,  behold 
you,  they  caacie  knockbg  at  my  b^-toom  door,  to  tell 
me  there  was  an  ahrm  in  Woodstock,  and  that  the  hell 
of  the  bdge  was.  ringmg  at  that  dead  boor  of  the  nigkt, 
as  hard  as  ever  it  rung  when  it  called  the  eoort  to  cKo^ 

<*  Well,  hut  the  cause  of  this  dimn  ?"  said  the  Golondi 

"Tou  shall  hear,  worthy  Cokmel,  yoit  sbal  hear,"  aa^ 
swered  the  Mayor,  waving  his  band  with  dignity ;  for  he 
was  one  of  those  persons  who  will  imH  be  hmrried'  out 
of  their  own  pace.  *^  So  Mrs.  Mqror  would  have  per* 
aaaded  me,  in  her  k>ve  and^afleetioii,  poor  wretch,  thi^ 
to  rise  at  such  an  boor  out  rfmy  own  warm  bed,was  like  to 
bring  on  my  otdocimplttnt  the  hraAago,  and  that  I  should 
send  the  people  t<f  Aldermui  Dutton.^-rAlderman  Detil,^ 
Mrs.  Mayor,  said  I;*^l.beg  ycmr  reverenced  pardcm  for 
using  such  a  phrase — Do  you  think  I  am  going  to  He 
a-bed'  when  Ae  town  is  on  fire,  and  the  cavaliers  up,  and 
the  devil  to  pay  ?— I  beg  pardon  again,  parson^— *Biit, 
here  we  are  before  the  gate  of  the  Pakce  }  will  it  not 
please  you  to  enter  f " 

**  I  would  first  hear  the  end  of  your  story,''  said  Ae 
Colonel ;  ^^ih^i  is.  Master  Mayor,  if  it  happens  to  have 
an  end." 

^*  Everything  hath  an  end,"  said  the  Mayor,  **  and  that 
whidi  we  call  a  pudding  hath  twow — ^Your  worship  wil 
fmrgiv^me  firar  being  facetious.     Where  wasl  ?---0, 1 
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jdmp^A  mm  dt  bed^  «nd  put  ea  mp/  rmt  fktsk  biheciies^ 
mikk  tbci  h\\3m  nethar  <Meks^  for  I  alvtfs  tnaicd  a  pottMof 
iMtng  dreaiedl  vtiiaaUy^  to  my  d%«ty,  night  acid  ^kjr^ 
MflHiier  nr  winter,  Cobnal  E«arard  $  and  I  took  ^oonr 
Btftblc  along  vi%h  nw,  in  cast^  tiie  ahnM  aMold  lie  raisel 
by  mght-walcersor  tfaieres,  and  ealiad  op  wcvtby  Master 
HoMeiioagh  out  of  hi$  bed,  io  case  k  shovtd  toFU  eM  U 
be  the  dsriK  And  so  I  tbougbtl  was  pnmdad  far  tbe 
iwitstm^and  ao  away  ana  caaM  $  and^  by  «i4  by^  iW  sol- 
diersy  wlui  came  to  ibe  UMm/Wiib  Maaler  Ibfttkinsv  ivbo 
bad  been  catted  to  arms,  caqae  numebwig'  down  an  Wiawt*. 
Block  as  inat  aji  Ibeir'feet  woaU  carry  ibeni  ;  so  1  g|aaa 
bur  peppte  th^  siga'to  let  tbeen  pass  «s,.aiid  OMtmareh 
usy  as  it  were^  and  tbis  <br  a  twoMd  raaaonw'' 

^  I  trill  be  wtiafi'ed/^  interrupted  (be  Cdonel,  ^  wkfa 
am  good  reason*  ¥ou  desired  tiM»  red-ooats  sboold  havia 
^^srofthe  frayP 

*«  True,  sir,  very  true  ; — and  also  that  they  sbovM 
bafie'thfl  lemi  of  it,  in  respect  that  igfattngis  tbeif  e^ecial 
b^aih^sa*  Howerer,  we  eaoie  on  at  a  slow  pace,  asT  men 
triio  are  delertnioed  to  do  their  duty  witbdut  fear  wimm 
vianr,  wbon  suddeidy  we  saw  soaaellihig  wbhe  ha^e  awvy 
up  the  aaenno  towarita  tbe  town,  'when  aipc  of  our  cx>n» 
s^lea  ajid  aaaia|aals  fled  at  once,  as  iconeeivnig  it  aeiM 
aa  appafftion^idiad  tba  Wbka  Wonaao  of  Woodstock." 

<^  Look  you  mere^  Golonel^f'  said  Master  HoMeoqugb, 
M  I  told  ym  there  wvre  danaons  of  noae  Upda  than  one, 
wfaieb  faaiait^lhe  flseient  aeen«s  of  royal  debaoebery  and 
©ruekyJ^ 

^  I  hopeyoa  stood  yonr  own  grouud,  Master  Mayor  P 
(aid  the  Colonel. 

^  i-^es^-^most  asanredlji'^t^that  is,  I  did  not,  atrietty 
speaking,  keep  my  ground ;  but  the  town*«ierk  aad  I  re« 
nraatad^>-re«?oated9  Gobnal,  and  witboat  confusijn  or 
diaiMnoWy  afid  took  poat  behind  worthy  Master  Holdw 
enough,  who,  with  the  spirit  of  a  lion,  threw  htbself  10 
Ae  way  of  the  supposed  speetre^  aad  attadced  it  with 
sueh  a  siaetary  of  Latin  aa  might  lia¥9  scared  tbe  devil 
kiins^«  and  thereby  plakdy  diaooamHd  that  k  |pas  no 


dnil  aitwid]^  Mr  ivUto  vfomasLromtiUf  wonan  of  Mjook' 
our»  but  SKQcAiptful  Jila»ier  Bkuoa,  a  oanbcr  of  th« 
ibu9«^  of  CoBMnviM,.  aod  one  of  the  Commmknen  tent 
hither  upoo  this  unhappy  sequestration  of  ike  Woodf 
Cium»rmA  Lod§e  of  Woodstedu" 

^*  Aa4  Ibis  maa  ail  yon  mw  of  the  dononf  **  aaid  tbe 
Coiooel. 

'*  Truly^  JO89"  answofttd  the  Major  ;  <*  and  1  bad  no 
siriab  to  see  more.  HovoTer^  we  cooviqrod  Master 
JBietsoD^  as  in  duqr  boon^back  to  the  Lodfe,  and  be  was 
ever  maunderiog  bgr  the  way  bow  that  beanet  a  paaly  el 
aoariot  devils  incarnate  marching  down  to  Ibe  JLcdg^ ;  bnl^ 
to  my  pcxtf  thinkiogt  it  nuist  bave  been  ibe  independent 
dragoons  who  bad  jmA  passed  tts«" 

**  And  mope  ineainate  devils  1  would  n«Mr  wish  to 
see,"  said  Wildrake^  who  could  remain  silent  00  kNiger* 
His  voioe«  so  suddenly  beard,  rshowed  bete  mneb  the 
Mnyor'a  nenrev  were  still  alanned,  fiar  be  aiarted  and 
jumped  aside  with  an  alacoty  of  winch  no  one  would  at 
first  sight  suppose  a  man  of  his  oortly  digniy  to  bane  been 
capable.  Kverard  io^posed  sOeoee  on  bis  intrusvre  au 
tendaot ;  and,  desivous  to  hear  ibe  eonoiuaion  of  ibiaetianta 
st0ry»  jnequested  the  Mayor  to  leU  Um  bow  the  matter 
wkled,  and  whether  they  atopped  the  sof^peaed  speccie* 
<<  Truly,  worthy  sir^"  said  the  Mayor«  **  Master  Hold* 
enough  was  quite  venturous  <upcBi  cemronting,.as  it  wersi 
the  devil,  and  ccmipeUing  him  to  appear  under  the  real 
form  of  Master  Joshua  BIetson»  member  of  Paffbament 
for  the  borough  of  Littiefaith." 

'<  In  sooth,  Master  Mi^or,"  said  the  diidne»  "  I  were 
strangely  ignorant  of  imy  own  commission  andiaiimmnni- 
ties,  if  I  were  to  value  opposing  myself  to  Satan,  or  any 
Independent  in  his  likeness,  all  of  wbonii  in  the  name  of 
Him  1  serve,  J  do  defy«  spitai^  aadtramjde  imd^r  my 
feet ;  and  because  Master  Mayor  is  aemetfaing  tedious, 
I  will  briefly  iofoEtn  your  honour  that  we  saw  tittle  of  the 
Enemy  that  night,  save  what  Master  Bletson  said  in  the 
Qrst  feeling  of  bis  tenors,  and  saJte  what  we  might  col* 
12*     vou  u 
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lect  from  tbe  disordered  appearance  of  tte  faonOurabte 
ColoDel  Desborough  aod  Major-general  Harrison." 

"  And  what  plight  were  they  in,  I  pray  you  ?'*  de- 
manded the  Colond. 

"  Why,  worthy  sir,  every  one  might  see  with  half  an-eye 
that  they  ha^been  engaged  in  a  fight  wherein  they  had  not 
been  honoured  with  perfect  victory ;  seeing  that  General 
Harrison  was  stalking  up  and  down  the  parlour,  with  his 
drawn  sword  in  his  hand,  talking  to  himself,  liis  doublet 
unbuttoned,  his  points  untrussei^  his  garters  loose,  and 
fike  to  throw  him  down  as  he  now  and  then  trod  on  them, 
and  ga(Nng  and  grinning  like  a  mad  player.  And  yonder 
sat  Desborough  with  a  dry  pottle  of  sack  before  him, 
which  he  had  just  emptied,  and  which,  though  the  ele- 
ment in  which  he  trusted,  had  not  restored  him  sense 
enoueh  to  speak,  or  courage  enough  to  look  over  his 
shoulder.  He  had  a  Bible  in  his  hand  forsooth,  as  if  it 
would  of  itself  make  battle  against  the  Evil  Okie;  but  I 
peered  over  his  shoulder,  and,  alas  !  the  good  gentleman 
lield  the  l^ottom  of  the  page  uppermost.  It  was  as  if  one 
t>f  your  musketeers,  noble  and  valued  sir,  were  to  present 
the  but  of  his  piece  at  the  enemy  instead  of  the  muz- 
de — ^ha,  ha,  ha !  it  was  a  sight  to  judge  of  schismatics 
by ;  both  in  point  of  head,  and  in  point  of  heart,  in  poittt 
of  skill  and  in  point  of  courage.— -Oh  !  Colonel,  then  was 
the  time  to  see  the  true  character  of  an  authorized  pas^ 
tor  of  souls  over  ^oee  unhappy  men,  who  leap  into  tbe 
fold  without  due  and  legal  authority,  and  will,  forsooth, 
preach,  teach,  and  exhort,  and  blasphemously  term  the 
doctrine  of  die  church  saltless  porridge  and  dry  chips." 

**  I  have  no  doubt  you  were  ready  to  meet  the  danger, 
reverend  sir  ;  but  I  would  fain  know  of  what  nature  it 
was,  and  from  whence  it  was  to  be  apprehended  f*^ 

^'  Was  it  for  me  to  make  such  inquiry  f "  said  the 
clergyman  triumphantly.  ^  Is  it  for  a  brave  soldier  to 
number  his  enemies  or  inquire  from  what  quarter  they  are 
to  come  f — No,  sir,  I  was  there  with  match  lighted,  bullet 
m  my  mouth,  and  my  harquebuss  shouldered,  to  encoun 
ter  as  many  devils  as  hell  could  pour  in,  were  they  count- 


Itss  m$  rooteaintbe  sanbMin,  and  akhoagbtbejreame  from 
«U  points  of  the  eompaas.  l%e  papisU  talk  of  the  teinpta* 
tion  of  St.  Aotbony — pshaw !  Jet  tbem  double  all  the  myr 
iads  which  the  brain  of  a  crazy  Dutch  painter  hath  io  vent- 
ed, and  yoii  will  6nd  a  poor  Presbyterian  divine — I  will  an- 
swer for  one  at  least, — who,  not  in  his  own  strength,  but  bi^^ 
Master's,  wiU  receive  the  assault  in  such  sort,  that  far  from 
retunuug  against  him  as  against  yonder  poor  bound,  day 
after  day  aod  night  after  night,  he  will  at  once  pack  them  off 
as  With  a  vengeance  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  Assyria." 

"  Still,"  said  the  Colonel,  "  I  pray  to  know  whether 
you,  saw  anything  upon  which  to  exercise  your  pious 
learning  ?'* 

"  Saw  ?"  answered  the  divine ;  "  no,  truly,  I  saw 
nothing,  nor  did  I  look  for  anything.  Thieves  will  noc 
attack  weU^armed  travellers,  nor  will  devils  or  evil  spirits 
come  against  one  who  bears  in  his  bosom  the  word  of 
truth,  in  the  very  language  in  which  it  was  first  dictated. 
No,  sir,  they  shun  a  divine  who  can  understand  the  holy 
text,  as  a  crow  is  said  to  keep  wide  of  a  gun  loaded 
with  hail-shot." 

They  had  walked  a  little  way  back  upon  their  road, 
to  give  time  for  this  conversation ;  and  the  Colonel,  per- 
ceiving it  was  about  to  lead  to  no  satbfactory  explanation 
of  the  real  cause  of  alarm  on  the  preceding  night,  turned 
round,  and  observing  it  was  time  they  should  go  to  the 
l^S^t  began  to  move  in  that  direction  with  his  three 
companions. 

I  It  had  now  bec(»ne  dark,  and  the  towers  of  Wood- 
stock arose  high  above  the  umbrageous  shroud  which  the 
forest  spread  around  the  ancient  and  venerable  mansion. 
From  one  of  the  highest  turrets,  which  could  still  be  dis- 
tinguished as  it  rose  against  the  clear  blue  sky,  there 
gleamed  a  light  like  that  of  a  candle  within  the  building. 
The  Mayor  stopt  short,  and  catching  fast  hold  of  the  di- 
vine, and  then  of  Colonel  Everard,  exclaimed,  in  a  trem- 
bling and  hasty,  but  suppressed  tone,  "  Do  you  see  yon 
der  light  f " 
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^  Ay  >  mmf  da  i,''  ^«id  HohmX  S/temi ;  <«  aad  iii4ia< 
dd^  that  flatter  f-^-^  Kght  ia  a  garnet^room  of  suck  aa 
old  mansioD  a9  Wcxydstock  is  no  subrject  fer  wonder,  i 
trow.^ 

«<  ISut  a  light  from  Rosamond's  Tower  is  surely  ^'' 
inid  the  Miiyor. 

"  Tru^,'^  said  the  Colonel,  sometbine  surprised,  wfaen^ 
ailer  a  ckteM  e^^mimtidn,  he  satisfied  himself  that  the 
worthy  magisti*ate*s  conjedture  Was  right.  "  That  is  in* 
deed  Rosamond's  ToWer  }  and  as  the  drawbridge  by 
which  it  was  ^cclesisible  has  been  destroj^ed  for  o^tories, 
h  is  hard  t6  ^ay  #bat  cllance  tbuM  biive  lighted  a  lamp  m 
such  an  inaccessible  place." 

«<  That  light  buhia  with  no  earthly  fuel/'  said  the 
May<w  J  ^•neither  frofft  whibtenordBveoil,fiar'bees'WlKK^ 
nor  mutton-suet  ^b^.  I  d«ak  iti  Ibese  (sioa^modittes^ 
Colonel,  b^ore  1  v^etit  into  my  pre^nt  line;  and  rc«» 
assure  ybn  I^o^M  distingtfi^b  the  ^oriof  Hgbt  they  g^Oy 
dne  from  andfbeir,  ait  a  ^eatef  disfaniee  than  y<mder 
tttf i^-^Loek  you,  tJwrt  is  no^eafirthly  'flame.*^See  you  not 
something  blue  and  reddish  upon  the  edges  f-^^tfafeit  bodes 
fefll  trell  whe*e  h'cofcaes  flttifm.^M^otenel,  in  my^piaion  we 
hltd  bet^  go  badk  ^siip  ttt^be  tO#n,  lifld  leave  the  D«svil 
Mfd  th«  red-(^oat9  to  Settf^  thehr  nMftt^ts  together  for  to- 
tiMH ;  and  then  Whtf^  we  cfome  back  the  ne%t  morning,  we 
will  hfeve^a  pufM  with  the  party  thtftdhanoes  to  keep  a-fleld.'» 

"  Yod  #ill  do  as  you  please,  Master  Mayor,"  ^ai^ 
Everard,  "  but  my  duty  requires  me  that  I  i^bonld  see 
the  COrriHiisSiOh^rs  tO-ftight.*» 

*'  Artii  mirte  requires  me  to  see  the  fold  I'iend,"  ^id 
Master  Holdehough,  «if  he  dare  rtaffce  himself  vtsibto 
to  me.  I  wonder  nOt  thrit,  knowing  Who  is  approaching, 
he  betakes  himself  to  the  vei^  citadel,  the  inner  rind  the 
last  defences  of  this  ancient  atiid  haunted  mansion.  He 
Is  dainty,  I  wiirrant  you,  and  must  dwell  Where  is  a  relish 
of  luxury  artd  murder  about  the  walls  of  his  chahibelr. 
Iti  yorider  (lirret  sinned  Rosamond,  and  in  yonder  turret 
she  suffered  ;  and  there  she  sits,  or  more  likely,  the 
Euemy  in  her  shape,  as  I  have  heard  true  men  of  Wood- 


Ml!  do  iKA  be^pktism.  The  Btrong  HMm  tedi  ferti6ed 
himself  in  his  dwelling-house,  but^lo,tbefe  eoltMthftttodH 
er  stfoflget  thtn  be.*' 

••For  ififei**  sAld  the  Blayof,  '^  who  am  m  unle«ni«d 
ds  I  ftm  utiWaflHce,'!  wHI  not  efigage  either  with  the  Pow- 
ers of  the  Earth,  or  the  Prlnee  df  the  Powers  of  the  Air, 
and  I  would  we^  were  afgahi  at  Woodstock  5 — and  bark 
ye,  good  fellow,"  slapph^  Wiidrake  on  the  shoulder,  "  I 
will  bestow  on  thee  a  shilling  wet  and  a  shiUing  diy  if 
thmi  wJk  go  ba«k'with  tte»'* 

"  Gadjtookefs,  Master  Mayor,**  said  WiMrake,  neither 
flan^red  by  the  magiiftrate^s  ikmfliarity  of  address,  nor 
coptlv*tted  by  hSs  munr6eeflC€H-*"<I  wonder  who  the  devil 
made  ydn  atid  me  fellows  f  and,  besides,  do  you  tbhik 
I  would  go  ba6k  to  Woodstock  witbyoirr  Worshipful  ood's- 
head,  wben^  by  good  management,  I  may  get  a  peep  of 
fair  Rosamond,  and  seewhethershe  was  that  choice  and 
incomparable  piece  of  ware  whi«h  the  world  has  been 
told  of  by  rhjrmers  and  ballad-makers  ?" 

"Speak  less  lightly  and  wantonly,  frtend,"  said  the 
dinne  ;  "we  are  to  resist  the  I>evU  that  be  may  flee*  from 
Hs,  and  not  to  tamper  with  him,  of  etiter  into  bis  coun- 
sels, or  Uraffic  with  the  merchandise  of  hia  great  Vanity 
Pa'n^." 

•*  Mind  what  the  good  man  says,  Wiidrake,"  said  the 
Colonel,.  "  and  take  heed  another  time  how  thou  dost 
suflfer  thy  wit  to  outran  discretion/* 

"  I  am  bebdlden  to  the  reverend  gentleman  for  his 
advice,"  answered  Wiidrake,  upon  whose  tongue  it  was 
difficult  to  impose  any  curb  whatever,  even  when  hts  own 
safety  rendered  it  most  desirable.  "  But,  gadzookers, 
let  him  have  had  what  experience  he  will  in  fighting  with 
the  Devil,  he  never  saw  one  so  bteck  as  1  bad  a  tussle  with 
—not  a  hundred  years  ago." 

"  How,  friend,"  said  the  ctergynftan,  Who  understood 
every  thing  literally  when  apparitions  were  mentioned, 
"  have  you  had  so  late  a  visitation  of  Satan  ?  Believe 
me,  then,  that  I  wonder  why  tliou  ckirest  to  enieHain  his 
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oame  so  often  and  so  Hghtl^,  aal  see  thon  dost  use  km 
thy  ordinary  discourse.  But  when  and  where  didst  tfao« 
see  the  Evil  One  ?" 

Everard  hastily  interposed,  lest  by  somethmg  yet  mose 
strongly  .  alluding  to  CromweH,  his  imprudent  squire 
should,  in  mere  wantonness,  betray  hb  interview  with  the 
General. .  "  The  young  man  raves,"  he  said,  "  of  a 
dream  which  he  had  the  other  night,  when  he  and  I  slept 
together  in  Victor  Lee-s  c&amber,  belonging  to  the  Ran- 
ger's apartments  at  the  Lodge.*' 

'<  Thanks  for  help  at  a  pinch,  good  patron,"  said  Wild- 
rake,  whispering  into  EVerard's  ear,  who  in  vain  endeav- 
oured to  shake  him  off, — *^  a  fib  never  failed  a  fanatic." 

''  You,  also,  spoke  something  too  lightly  of  these  mat- 
ters, considering  the  work  which  we  have  in  hand,  worthy 
Colonel,"  said  the  Presbyterian  divine.  "  Believe  me, 
the  young  man,  thy  servant,  was  more  likely  tosee  visions 
than  to  dream  merely  idle  dreams  in  that  apartment ;  for 
1  have  always  heard,  that,  next  to  Rosamond's  Tower, 
in  which,  as  I  said,  she  played  the  wanton,  and  was 
afterwards  poisoned  by  Queen  Eleanor,  Victor  Lee's 
chamber  was  the  place  in  the  Lodge  of  Woodstock  more 
peculiarly  the  haunt  of  evil  spirits.  I  pray  you,  young 
man,  tell  me  this  dream  or  vision  of  yours." 

"  With  all  my  heart,  sir,"  said  Wildrake — ^then  addres- 
sing his  patron,  who  began  to  interfere,  he  said,  "Tush, 
sir,  you  have  had  the  discourse  for  an  hour,  and  why 
should  not  I  hold  forth  in  my  turn  f  By  this  darkness,  il 
you  keep  me  silent  any  longer  I  will  turn  Independent 
preacher,  and  stand  up  in  your  despite  for  the  freedom 
of  private  judgment. — ^And  so,  reverend  sir,l  was  dream- 
ing of  a  carnal  divertisement  called  a  bull-baiting  ;  and 
methought  there  were  venturing  dogs  at  bead,  as  merrily 
as  e'er  I  saw  them  at  Tutbury- Bull-running  ;  and  me« 
thought  I  heard  some  one  say,  there  was  the  Devil  come 
to  have  a  sight  of  the  bull-ring.  Well,  I  thought  that, 
gadswoons,  I  would  have  a  peep  at  his  Infernal  Majesty. 
So  I  looked,  and  there  was  a  butcher  in  greasy  wool- 
len, with  his  steel  by  his  side  ;  but  he  was  none  of  ths 
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Devil.  And  there  was  a  drunken  cavalier  with  his  mouth 
full  of  oaths,  and  his  stomach  fuU  of  emptiness,  and  a 
gold-laced  waistcoat  in  a  venr  dilapidated  condition,  and 
a  ragged  hat  with  a  piece  ot  a  feather  in  it ;  and  he  was 
none  of  the  DeviMaeither.  And  there  was  a  miller,  his 
hands  dusty  with  meal,  and  every  atom  of  it  stolen  :  and 
there  was  a  vintner,  bis  green  apron  stained  with  wine, 
and  every  drop  of  it  sophisticated  ;  but  neither  was  the 
old  gentleman  I  looked  for  to  be  detected  among  these 
artizans  of  iniquity.  At  length,  sir,  I  saw  a  grave  person 
with  cropped  hair,  a  pair  of  longish  and  projecting  ears, 
a  band  as  broad  as  a  slobbering  bib  under  his  chin,  a 
brown  coat  surmounted  by  a  Geneva  cloak,  and  I  had 
old  Nicholas  at  once  in  his  genuine  paraphernalia,  by — !" 

"  Shame,  shame  !"  said  Colonel  Evei^ard.  "  What  ! 
behave  thus  to  an  old  gentleman  and  a  divine  !" 

"  Nay,  let  him  proceed,"  said  the  minister,  with  per- 
fect equanimity,  **  if  thy  friend  or  secretary  is  gibing,  I 
must  have  less  patience  than  becomes  n!iy  profession,  if  I 
could  not  bear  an  idle  jest,  and  forgive  him  who  make? 
it.  Or,  if  on  the  other  hand,  the  Enemy  has  really  pre- 
sented himself  to  the  young  man  in  such  a  guise  as  he 
intimates,  wherdfbre  should  we  be  surprised  that  he,  who 
can  take  upon  him  the  form  of  an  angel  of  light,  should 
be  able  to  assume  that  of  a  frail  and  peccable  mortal, 
whose  spiritual  calling  and  profession  ought,  indeed,  to 
induce  him  to  make  his  life  an  example  to  others;  but 
whose  conduct,  nevertheless,  such  is  the  imperfection  of 
our  unassisted  nature,  sometimes  rather  presents  us  with 
a  warning  of  what  we  should  shun  ?" 

*^  Now,  by  the  mass,  honest  dommie — ^I  mean  reverend 
sir — ^I  crave  you  a  thousand  pardons,"  said  Wildrake, 
penetrated  by  the  quietness  and  patience  of  the  presby- 
ter's rebuke.  "  By  St.  George,  if  quiet  patience  will  do 
it,  thou  art  fit  to  play  a  game  at  foils  with  the  Devil  him- 
self, and  I  would  be  contented  to  hold  stakes." 

As  he  concluded  an  apology,  which  was  certainly  not 
uncalled  for,  and  seemed  to  be  received  in  perfectly  good 
part,  they  approached  so  close  to  the  exterior  door  ot* 
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ihe  Lod^O)  that  tbey  were  cb^leoged  with  th9  empbatic 
Standi  hy  a  seocioel  who  mounted  guard  there.  ColoDel 
'Everard  refdied,  i^ /runul  ;  and  the  seotinel  repeatiog 
hia  GdminacKl)  ''  Staod,  friend/'  piroeeeded  to  call  the 
cdrporal  of  tbe-guard*  The  corporateame  forth^  and  at 
the  same  time  turned  out  his  guard*  Colonel  Everard 
gave  hb  name  and  designation,  as  w^U  as  those  of  bis 
companioosi  on  which  the  corporal  said,  ''  he  doubted 
not  there  would  he  <irders  for  his  instant  admission  }  but, 
in  the  first  place»  Master  TooEikiBS  mustbe^xonsulted,  that 
be  m^ht  lekrn  Uieir  honours'  mind." 

"  Howj  sir  !"  said  the  Colonel,  "  do. you,  knowing 
who  I  am,  presume  to  keep  me  on  the  outside  of  your 
post?** 

"  Not,  if  your  honour  pleases  to  -enter,"  said  the  cor- 
poral, ^  and  undertakes  to  be  my  warranty ;  but  sock 
are  the  orders  of  my  poet." 

"  Nay,  then,  do  your  duty,"  said  the  Colonel ;  '*  bitt 
lu*e  the  caraliers  up,  or  what  is  the  matter,  4hat  you  keep 
so  dose  and  strict  a  watch  f" 

The  fellow  gave  no  distinct  answer,  but  muttereil  be- 
tween his  mustaches  something  about  the  Enemy,  and 
the  roaring  Ldon  who  goeth  about  seeliiiig  wbc^nhe  may 
devour.  Presently  al|erwards  Tomkins  af^eared,  fot- 
bwed  by  two  servants  bearing  lights  in  great  standing 
orate  candlesticks.  They  marched  before  Colonel 
Everard  iand  his  party,  keeping  as  close  to  each  other  as 
two  eloves  of  the  same  4MPange,  and  starting  from  time  to 
:|me,  and  shouldering  as  they  passed  through  sundry 
intricate  passages,  they  led  up  a  large  and  ample  wooden 
9tair«*caae^  the  banisters,  rail,  and  Hning  of  which  were 
executed  in  Uacfc  oak,  and  finally  into  a  long  saloon,  or 
pairlour,  where  there  was  a  prodigious  fire  and  about 
twelve  eaitdles  of  the  largest  size  distributed  in  sconces 
against  the  wall.  There  wer^  seated  the  Commissioners, 
who  now  held  in  their  power  the  ancient  mansion  and 
royal  domain  of  Woodstock. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

TMft  Umc^  bear/ M  iadtpflaik*!  bMit, 
Uslksk'd  to  lonn«y  ia  gvoaathis  hateovreif^f^ 


Next  hitn  (&e  boflbon  ape,  a»  t 

MmU^d  att  sactiy  aad  iad  liis««u  10  dioaatt 

» >•  -«  — «  "  ^» 

The  stroog  light  in  the  parlour  which  we  have  de- 
scribedy  served  to  enable  Everard  easily  to  recognize  his 
acquaintaoG03,  t>eshorough,  Harrison^  and  Bletson,  who 
hftd  assembled  round  an  oak  table  of  large  dimea- 
sioBS»  placed  near  the  blazing  chimney,  on  which  were 
aifanged  wioe^  and  ale,  and  materials  for  smoking, 
tben  the  general  indulgence  of  the  time.  There  was  a 
species  of  movable  cupboard  set  betwixt  the  table  and 
the  door,  calculated  originally  for  a  display  of  plate  upon 
gir*and  occasions,  but  at  present  only  used  as  a  screen  ; 
which  purpose  it  served  so  efiectually,  that  ere  he  had 
coasted  around  it,  Everard  heard  the  following  fragment 
of  what  Desborough  was  saying,  in  his  coarse  strong 
voice  : — "  Sent  him  to  share  with  us,  Pse  warrant  ye — 
It  was  always  his  Excellency  my  brother-in-law's  way — 
if  he  made  a  treat  for  five  friends,  he  would  invite  more 
than  the  table  could  hold — I  have  known  him  ask  three 
men  to  eat  two  eggs."  ' 

'^  Hush,  hush,"  said  Bletson  ;  and  the  servants  mak- 
ing their  appearance  from  behind  the  tall  cup-board,  an- 
nounced Colonel  Everard.  It  may  notbeuninterestingto 
the  reader  to  have  a  description  of  the  party  into  which 
he  now  entered. 

Desborough  was  a  stout,  bull-necked  man,  of  middle 
size,  with  heavy  vulgar  features,  grizzled  bushy  eye- 
brows, and  wall-^yes.    The  flourish  of  his  powerful  rela- 
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five's  fortunes,  had  burst  forth  in  the  6nery  of  his  dress, 
9rhich  was  much  more  ornamented  than  was  usual  among 
the  roundheads.  There  was  embroidery  on  bis  cloak, 
and  lace  upon  his  band  ;  his  hat  displayed  a  feather  with 
a  golden  clasp,  and  all  bb  habiUments  were  thosf*  of  a 
cavalier,  or  follower  of  the  court,  rather  than  the  plain 
dress  of  a  parliamentarian  officer.  But,  Heaven  knows, 
there  was  little  of  court-like  grace  or  dignity  in  the  per- 
son or  demeanour  of  the  individual,  who  became  his  fine 
suit  as  the  bog  on  the  sign-post  does  his  gilded  armour. 
It  was  not  that  be  was  positively  deformed,  or  misshaped, 
for,  taken  in  detail,  the*  figure  was  well  enough.  But 
his  limbs  seemed  to  act  upon  dififerent  and  contradictory 
principles.  They  were  not,  as  the  play  says,  in  a  con- 
catenation accordingly ; — the  right  hand  moved  as  if  it 
were  upon  bad  terms  with  the  left,  and  the  legs  showed 
an  inclination  to  foot  it  in  dififerent  and  opposite  direc- 
tions. In  short,  to  use  an  extravagant  comparison,  the 
members  of  Colonel  Desborough  seemed  rather  to  re- 
semble the  disputatious  representatives  of  a  federative 
congress,  than  the  well-ordered  union  of  the  orders  of  the 
state,  in  a  firm  and  well-compacted  monarchy,  where 
each  holds  his  own  place,  and  all  obey  the  dictates  of  a 
common  head. 

General  Harrison,  the  second  of.  the  Commissioners, 
was  a  tall,  thin,  middle-aged  man,  who  had  risen  into  his 
high  situation  in  the  army,  and  his  intimacy  with  Crom- 
well, by  his  dauntless  courage  in  the  field,  and  the  pop- 
^uiarity  he  had  acquired  by  his  exalted  enthusiasm 
amongst  the  military  saints,  sectluries,  and  Independ- 
ents, who  composed  the  strength  of  the  existing  army. 
Harrison  was  of  mean  extraction,  and  bred  up  to  his  fath- 
er's employment  of  a  butcher.  Nevertheless,  his  appear- 
ance, though  coarse,  was  not  vulgar,  like  that  of  Desbo- 
rough, who  had  so  much  the  advantage  of  him  in  birth 
and  education.  He  had  a  masculine  height  and  strength 
of  figure,  was  well  made,  and  in  his  manner  announced 
a  rough  military  character,  which  might  be  feared, 
out   could   not  easily  become  the  object  of  contempt 


147 

or  ridKcule.  His  aquiline  noae  and  4mk  bhck  ejres  tet 
off  to  some  advantage  a  cotiBtenance  otherwise  irregular, 
and  tbe  wild  Atbusiasm  tbat  sometimes  sparkled  in  tbem 
as  be  dilated  on  his  opinions  to  others,  and  often  seeoMd 
to  slumber  onder  his  long  dark  eyelashes  as  he  mused 
upon  tbem  himself,  gave  something  strikingly  wild,  and 
eren  noUe,  to  h»  aspect.  He  was  one  of  the  chief 
leaders  of  those  who  were  called  Fifth-Monarchy  men, 
^"f^f  g^^S  ®^^"  beyond  Ae  general  fanaticism  of  tbe  age, 
presumptuously  mierpreted  the  Book  of  the  Revelations 
ifter  their  own  fancies,  conridered  that  the  second  Ad- 
vent of  the  Messiah,  and  the  Millenium,  or  reign  of  tbe 
Saints  upon  earth,  was  close  at  hand,  and  that  Aiey  them- 
selves, illuminated,  as  they  believed,  with  the  power  of 
foreseeing  these  approaching  events,  were  the  chosen  in- 
struments for  tbe  establishment  of  the  New  Reign,  or 
Fifth  Monarchy,  as  it  was  called,  and  were  fated  also  to 
win  its  honours,  whether  celestial  or  terrestrial* 

When  this  spirit  of  enthusiasm  which  operated  like  a 
partial  insanity,  was  not  immediately  affecting  Harrison's 
mind,  he  was  a  shrewd  worldly  man,  and  a  good  soldier ; 
one  who  missed  no  opportunity  of  mending  his  fortune, 
and  who,  in  expecting  the  exaltation  of  the  Fifth  Mon- 
archy, was,  in  the  meanwhile,  a  ready  mstrmnent  for  tbe 
estabKshment  of  the  Lord  General's  supremacy.  Wheth- 
er it  was  owing  to  his  early  occupation,  and  habits  of 
indifierence  to  pain  or  bloodshed  acquhred  in  tbe  shambles, 
to  natural  disposition  and  want  of  feeling,  or,  finally,  to  the 
awakened  character  of  bis  enthusiasm,  which,  made  him 
look  upon  those  who  opposed  him,  as  opposing  the  Diving 
will,  and  therefore  meriting  no  favour  or  mercy,  'is  not  easy 
to  say ;  but  all  agreed,  that  after  a  victory,  or  the  success- 
ful storm  of  a  town,  Harrison  was  one  of  the  most  cruel 
and  pitiless  men  in  CromweH's  army ;  always  urging  some 
misapplied  text  to  authorise  tbe  continued  executioD  of 
the  fugitives,  and  sometimes  even  putting  to  death  those 
who  bad  surrendered  themselves  prisoners.  It  was  said, 
that  at  times  the  recollection  of  some  of  those  crueltiee 
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iMitificalioR  io  #liidi  kn  iiagiaitioo  iedw^eii. 

When  Evonvd'  ooterMl  the  apaitram^  tiii  trtie  tep^ 
ientattve  of  ttaeifaMMldx«ddi6fs  of  die  day,  mlm  iHad 
those  ranks  and  r^tmeDts  whidi  CromweH  bad  {Mdkieal* 
lykepl  OD  foot)  irittiehe  pvooorad  the  iredostioa  ef  Aoee 
in  wfaieh  the  PreahjKteritn  ioteieat  predornkMiad,  wae 
seated  a  litde  apect  ifmiti  the  others^  hie  kgs  crea>ed» 
and  stretched  outlet  itangth  to^mvde  the  fifie,ihi»  heed 
rettii^  on  his  elboviveitd  toniad  lywids,  es  tf  amdjmfii 
with  the  most  prefaend^gHivity^  ttbe^hatfiseen  ceeffeg  0k 
the  Gothic  roof. 

Bletton  tmmmmVb  l»e:cne»lioiied,  wbo^  in  peraoo  and 
flgiirey  was'dianMftrieriij  different  from  the  other  tffOi 
'Riefewas  neither  foppery norsbvenliness  inhieeaEterioiri 
nor  bad  he  any  marks 'ol*  mUilak^f  service  or  rank  about 
his  person.  A  small  wa)kii^  /rapier  seemed  merriy 
worn  as  a  badge  of  has  rank  as  a  gentkmenvwidiottt  bis 
hand  btfwg  die  le«it  purpose  of  becoflMiig  ac^anKed 
with  the  hilt,  or  his  eye  with  tbe  blade.  Hii  ceunter- 
oanee  was  ibioiand  acute^  mef  ked  witfelmeswhiebthoiighi 
rather  than  ageihadaraced  upon  it }  and  a-  hrtftuel-  aneee 
on  his  countemmoe^eirett  when  the  least  wished  >lo  ea» 
pDtss  eoDtempt  on  his  leatures,  seemed  te^assuse  theiiii« 
dividual  addnsssed^  that  in  fitetsoo  he  >  ceo  veined  .wiltMh 
person  of  intelleet  far  snperiorlo  Ms  own«  Thia'W«so> 
tmespfa  of  intelleet  onlyi  however )  Cmt  on  elteeeesioos 
of  diffei^snae  respseting  speeubtiveopiaaooSiaodn  indeed 
on  all  eontrovneies  whalsoevert  Blet80»«veided.the  ubi^ 
mate  f a#je  of  Mows  and  kneeks« 

Yet  this  peeeeful^entkeMUB  had  fimind.  himself  obliged 
to  sewe  pemonally  in  the  Pai4iameAtary  ^iiiy  at  the 
eommeneeiaent  of  tbe  Civil  War, 'till  bapipening  unfaiek- 
ily  to  eoeae  io4sotitact  witbtfaafief^  Prinee  Rupert,  bis 
retient  mas  judged  sopreeipilelet  tbait.ii  requiaed'ell  Ae 
shelter  }m  friends  could  a&cd,  >  to  keep  him  fiwe  of  nn 
impeaohm^nt  oT'  a  ecmrt-martiaL.  But  as  Bletseo  spoke 
weUt  and  wicb  great  effoet,  in  the  House  of  Commons 
ivliich  was  his  natural   sphere  and  was  on  that  account 
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kijgi  m  liie  esfiiliariMfsf  Ms  |Ninf ,  ttis  iHahivteur  it  £«%•« 
hill  w»s  pas8^  ovmv  ttiii  Ik  t^ndmied  to  tdie  «b  mttiw 
share  in  all  the  political  events  of  fhat  bostKiig  period^ 
though  be  ^ei  not  again  iba  aetoal  front  of  war« 

Jffleti»D's  tb«ore^oal  poNtiea  bad  king  iiwlfa«d  him 
to  eiq>ouse  the  opikHonliof  Hamnf^on  and  others,  who 
adopted  the  vkionafy  idea  of  eitaUistiing  a  pure  4mtm^ 
etatieal  repiiWc  in  ao  exMiaive  a-  ^auatty  at  Bfkain. 
This  «^aa  a  fash  theoty,  where  there  is  saefa  an  laAniie 
diArenee  hetwixt  fanks^  liabrtS)  ed«eatk»,  mm)  morahi 
*-^h»t»  there  Is  such  a&  imaiense  disprofwitioD  be-* 
twi^  the  wealth  of  Mividuab^-aod  where  a  krgm 
pailioii  of  tb^  inbtditant^  eonwis  of  the  inferidr  i^aaaea 
of  the  fa»ge  towns  and  fltannfiicturing  distriets—oinen 
oafitted  to  bear  that  share  in  the-direetioo  of  a  stale,  which 
mast  he  exercised  bj  the  meinbers  of  «  republie  in  itbe 
proper  sense  erf*  the  Weed.  AceordiBgly,  so  soon  as  the 
experioMut  was  mad^,  it  beeame  obnlous  that  no  sueta 
fionn  of  go^^nment  ocmld  he^adeipieia  with  the  smaMeai 
ehawee  of ^Inlity  ^  and  the  queetioD  cafne  only  to  be^ 
wfaetber  tile  Mtnnadt,  or,  ds  it  was  vulgarly  oidled,  the 
Rttfisp  of  the  Long  PaipUatnent,  now  redoeed  by  the 
seolusion  of  so  many  of  die  members  to  a  few  scores  of 
persooSf  should  continue,  in  apke  of  tbetr  uopopulaFi^i 
to  rate  the  affiurs  of  Bfi^iin  f  Wbelfaer  they  should 
cast  all  loose  by  dissolving  themselves,  and  issuing  writt 
to  convoke  a  new  Parliament,  the  composition  eS  which 
DC  oneconld  answer  finr,  any  more  than  for  the  measures 
they  might  take  when  assembled  i^  Ch*  lasdy,  whether 
Cromwell,  as  actually  happened,  wbb  not  to  tfaiow  the 
sword  into  the  balmce,  and  boUfy  possess  himself  of 
Aat  power  which  the  remtfaat  of  the  PaHiament  wmre 
anable  to  hdd,  and  yet  afraid  lo  reeign  i 

Such  being  the  state  of  parties,  the  Council  «f  Slate, 
in  distributiiig  the  good  things  in  their  gift,  endeavoured 
to  soothe  and  gratify  the  army,  as  a  beggar  flings  erosts 
to  a  growling  mastiff*  In  this  view  Dedberoogh  had 
toeen  orMted  a  Commissioner  in  the  Woodaieck  esattei 
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to-grittfy  Cx^tiMiNiUyHaRiaea  to  ftoolhe  the  iweeFitti* 
Mooaraiiy  men^  and  Bletson  as  a  ataeera  repitblicaiH  and 
i»e  of  tbeir  own  leaveo. 

Bui.  if  tbey  supposed  Bletsoa  bad  tbo  least  iotentien 
of  beooniog  a  martyr  to  his  republieADiim,  or  subnltBig 
to  any  serious  loss  on  aecount  of  it,  they  muoh  roistooh 
the  iinaa.  He  entertained  tbeir  principles  stnoerely^  aad 
Diet  the  less  that  they  were  found  iaipractieabl& ;  forlbe 
mscarriage  of  hb  experiment  no  more  converts  the  po- 
litieal  speeulator^  than  the  explosion  of  a  retort  unde^ 
ceives  anAfehymist.  But  Bletson  was  quiie  prepared  to 
ai^mit  to  CromwdUy  or  any  one  else  who  might  be 
possessed  of  the  actual  attthority.  He  was  a  ready  anb^ 
jeot  in  practice  to  the  powers  existing,  and  made  little 
diffevenee  betwixt  various  kinds  of  government,  holding 
in  theory  all  to  be  nearly  equal  in  imperfection,  so  soon 
as  they  diverged  from  the  model  of  Harrington's  Oeeana. 
Cromwell  had  already  been  tampering  with  him,  like 
wax  between  his  finger  and  thumb,  and  which  lu3  was 
.  ready  shortly  to  seal  with,  smiling  at  the  same  time  U> 
himself  when  he  beheld  the  Council  of  State  giving  rer 
wards  to  Bi^son  as  their  faithful  adherent,  while  he  himt 
self  waa  s^ure  of  his  allegiaoce,  how  soon  soever  the 
expected  change  of  government  should  take  place* 

But  Bletson  was  still  more  attached  to  his  metaphyseal 
than  his  political  creed,  and  carried  his  doctrines  of  the 
perfeetilHlity  of  mankind  as  far  as  he  did  those  respecting 
the  conceiviftble  perfectaoo  of  a  model  of  government ; 
and  as  in  the  one  case  he  declared  a^nst  all  power 
whioh  did  not  emanate  from  the  people  themselves,  so, 
in  his  moral  speculations,  he  was  unwilling  to  refer  any  of 
Ae  phenomena  of  nature  to  a  final  cause.  When  pudn 
ed,  indeed,  very  hard,  Bletson  was  compelled  to  mutter 
some  inarticulate  and  unintelligible  doctrines  concerning 
an  Animui  Mundif  or  Creative  Power  in  the  works  of 
Nature,  by  which  ^e  originally  called  into  existence,  and 
stiU  continues  to  preserve,  her  works.  To  this  power, 
he  said,  some  of  the  purest  metaphysicians  rendered  a 
certam  degree  of  homage  ;  nor  was  he  himself  inclined 
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ibsuliitdy  to  ceiisiif0ll!Kiio,wliOyb^&ohMliCuuon  tt  bolt* 
days,  choral  ifaiices,  songs,  and  harmless  feasts  and  liba- 
tions, might  be  dkposed  to  celebrate  the  great  goddess 
Nature ;  at  least  dancing,  ^ging,  feasting,  and  sporting, 
being  comfortable  things  to  both  young  and  old,  tbcy  might 
as  well  sport,  dance,  and  feast,  in  honour  of  such  appoint- 
ed holidays,  as  under  any  other  pretext.  But  tinm  this 
moderate  sbow  of  religion  was  to  be  practised  under  such 
excepticms  as  are  admitted  by  the  Highgate  oath;  and 
no  one  was  to  be  compelled  to  dance,  drink,  sing,  or 
feast,  whose  taste  did  not  happen  to  indine  them  to  sudi 
divertisements ;  norwas  any  one^tobe  oUiged  to  wor- 
aMp  the  creative  power,  wbethor  under  the  name  of  the 
Animus  Mundi^  or  any  other  whatsoerer.  The  interfer- 
ence of  the  Deity  in  the  affitirs  of  mankind  he  entirely 
disowned,  having  proved  to  his  own  satisfaction  that  the 
idea  originated  entirely  in  priestcraft.  In  short,  with  the 
shadowy  metaphysical  exception  aforesaid,  Mr.  Joshua 
Bietson  of  Darlington,  member  for  Little*-creed,  came  as 
near  the  predicament  of  an  atheist,  as  it  is  perhaps  pos- 
sible for  a  man  to  do.  But  we  say  this  with  the  necessa- 
ry salvo ;  for  we  have  known  many  like  Bietson,  whose 
curtains  have  been  shrewdly  shaken  by  superstition, 
though  their  fears  were  unsanctioned  by  any  reKgioes 
faitfa.  The  devils,  we  are  assured,  believe  and  tremble ; 
but  on  earth  there  are  many,  who,  in  worse  plight  than 
even  the  natural  children  of  perdition,  tremble  without 
believing,  and  fear  even  while  they  blaspheme. 

It  follows,  of  course,  that  nothing  could  be  treated 
with  more  scorn  by  Mr.  Bietson*  than  the  debates  about 
Prelacy  and  Presbytery,  about  Presbytery  and  Indepen- 
dency, about  Quakers  and  Anabaptists,  Muggletonians 
and  Brownists,  and  all  the  various  see^  with  which  the 
Civil  War  had  commenced,  and  by  which  its  dissensions 
were  still  continued.  "  It  was,"  he  said,  "  as  if  beasts 
of  burden  should  quarrel  amongst  themselves  about  the 
fashion  of  their  halters  and  pack-saddles,  instead  of  em- 
bracing a  favourable  opportunity  of  throwing  them  aside.'* 
Other  witty  and  pithy  remarks  he  used  to  make  when 
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tb6  RoU,  fea^eiMd  b^  Swt  Jab»,  and  «3aBb^8bed  .by 
H«rrii^[toB  lor  die  ir«^  dmu«si«ai^  j^litiealii^  refi^ 
i«Ma  M»bJ9Gt«. 

But  vKheo  BletaoB  was  cmh  pf  thU  mut^myi  or  ^^foo^-! 
bold  of  pAiilosOBl^y  be  was  vety  eautiougbow  ^e  ofrfied 
bis  cootempC  of  tbe  general  pr^udico  io  favour  of  relig- 
ion and  Cbrislianily  fuitber  ihaa  a&  kaplied  objectioa  or 
a  sneer.  If  be  bwA  aa  opportunity  of  talking  in  private  * 
with  an  ingeauous  aiod  intelligent  youth,  be  ^ometioies 
attempted  to  •i»ake  a  proaelytey  and  showed  jxwch  ad-** 
dce9s  ie>^ribN^  the  vanity  of  ineiqperience,  by  suggastii^ 
thut  a  flaied  Ube  bia  ou^t  to  apurn  the  prejudices  ia»^ 
pressed  ufMii  it  in  oluldboQd:;aDdwheaassainii^tbeia<ais 
oiiMNM  ef  ifeasoB),  assuring  ban  tbat  sueb  as  be,  iayia§ 
aeide  the  bMm  of  juixenile  inoapacity,  as  Bletson  called 
i4t  sboidd  fK^aeeed  to  examine  and  decide  for  bicnself. 
It  fre^eedy  happened,  tbat  the  youth  was  induced  to 
adopt  the  doetnines  i«  whole,  or  in  part,  of  th^  sage  win 
had  seen  bis  oatiiral  geniusi.  and  who  had  ui^ed  liiin  to 
exert  ii  in  esttanining^  deteetingi  and  declaring  for  bioi- 
selC }  and^uft  dauery  gave  prosdytes  to  infidelity,  which 
could  not  have  been  gained  by  all  the  powerful  elo- 
quence or  artful  sophistry,  of.  the  infidel. 

These  attemfvts  to  extend  the  influence  of  what  was 
oalled  free-tbinking  and  phik^ephy,  were  oaFried  on,  as 
we  have  bimed,  with  a  caution  diefeated  by  tbe  timidity 
of  tlie  philoflO!pher's  di^)Ositiocu  He  was  conscious  his 
doctrines  weve  suspeotedi  and  his  .proceedings  mitohed, 
by  the  two  pijnoipal  sects  of  Prelatisis  and  PresbyteriaQa» 
w4iQ,  however  inimiGal  to  e«ch  other^  were. still  more 
hostile  to  one  who  was  an  opponent,  notoiily  to  a  church 
establisbmeat  of  any  kind,  but  to  ^eiy  denomination  of 
Gbristianity.  He  found  iumore  easy  to  shroud  himself 
among  the  Independents,  whose  demands  were  for  a 
general  liberty  of  conscience,  or  an  unlimited  toleratioa 
and  whose  faith,  differing  in  all  respects  and  particulars, 
was  by  some  pushed  into  such  wild  errors,  aslo  get  toully 
b^tjroed  the. bounds  of  every  species  of  Christianity,  and 


appmodi  Terf  Ptr  to  ■irfrliiy  imfifj  mmOmm^s^^f' 
9M^kiD^«»  i9«id.l9  i^iprottcli  Moli  ollMVt  fiUel^w 
mixed  a  good  deal  among  tliose  sectaries :  foeid  iwrrh  wif 
his  con6dence  in  his  own  logic  and  address,  that  he  is 
supposed  to  have  entertained  hopes  of  bringing  to  his 
opinions  in  time  the  enthusiastic  Vane,  as  well  as  the  no 
less  enthusiastic  Harrison,  provided  he  could  but  get 
them  to  remgn  their  VfeiMis  ^trntit^  Monarchy,  and  in- 
duce them  to  be  contented  with  a  reign  of  Philosophers 
in  England  fertile  wtwwit  peviM  ef  Aeir  lives,  instead 
of  the  retgn  of  the  Sdint^  duHihgtbe  Afflktofom. 

Such  was  the  singular  group  into  which  Everard  was 
qpw  Hitrodticec)  f  ^bowii^  in  dieir  various  opinioos,  MPon 
how  tmnjf  devious  poasts  huamn  nature  may  make  snip* 
wf  ^cky  wh&a  $b^  has  om^a  let  go  ber  bold  on  the  anchor 
which  ^religion  bas  giveo  her  to  lean  upon  j  the  acute 
)iaif^ponc«it  and  worldly  learning  of  Bletson— the  rash 
aiid  ign^riknt  ponciusioos  of  the  fierce  and  under-bred 
H|Lrri3pn,  leading  tbem  into  tbq  opposite  extremes  of  en- 
tbusijisoi  9Qd  iafidelity)  wbil^  Desborough^  constitutionally 
stupid*  thougbt  PQ^hing  about  relidoa  at  all ;  and  while  the 
Others  wera  active  hi  ip^kbg  saiTon  different  but  equally 
^rroqeouiEB  oour^iss,  be  luight  b^  said  lo  perish  like  a  ves- 
sel, wbicb  springs  a  leak  and  founders  in  the  roadstead. 
U  was  wonderfql  to  behold  what  a  strange  varietur  of  mis- 
takes apd  errors,  op  the  part  of  the  King  bbA  his  Minia- 
tes, op  the  part  of  the  Parliament  and  their  leaders,  on 
the  part  of  the  allied  kipsdoips  of  Scptl^ud  and  Englaufl 
lowi^rds  ^ch  other,  haq  qpmbined  to  rear  up  men  of 
such  dangerous  opinions  and  interested  characters  amonj; 
tbe  arbiter^  of  tbe  destipy  of  Britain^ 

Those  who  argue  for  party's  sat^^  will  see  all  the  faults 
pn  tbe  ooe  aide,  without  deigaiog  to  look  at  those  on  tbe 
other  ;  those  who  study  history  for  instruction,  will  per- 
ceive that  nothing  but  tbe  want  of  concession  on  either 
side,  an4  tlie  deadly  height  to  which  tbe  anirnosity  of  tbe 
King's  and  Parliament's  parties  bad  arisen,  could  have 
10  W^Hj  overtbrowo  tbe  well-poised  balance  of  the  Eng- 


li^  coiu^itiitidii.  But  we  hapten  to 'qoa  pcHticti^r^kc- 
•tionsi  tne  radiei^  that  ours^  we  belieia,  wiH  please  nekber 
Whig  WW  Tory. 


OHAPTERXH. 

I 

inMMlbrin»Q«l)ffe*^aajMifraeii»|M«v  i 

I^ /^m  Jki^  bU  stipre  with  him. 

Beaumont  and  Fideher. 

Mr.  Bletson  arose,  and  paid  his  respects  to  Colonel 
Everard,  with  the  ease  and  courtesy  of  a  gentleman  of 
the  time ;  though  on  every  account  grieved  at  his  intru- 
sion, as  a  religious  man  who  held  his  free-thinking  prin- 
ciples in  detestation,  and  would  effectually  prevent  his 
conversion  of  Harrison,  arid  even  of  Desborough,  if  any- 
thing could  be  moulded  out  of  such  a  clod  to  the  worship 
of  the  Animus  Mundu  Moreover,  Bletson  knew  Everard 
to  be  a  man  of  steady  probity,  and  by  no  means  disposed 
to  close  with  a  scheme  on  which  be  had  successfully 
sounded  the  other  two,  and  which  was  calculated  to  assure 
the  Commissioners  of  some  little  private  indemnification 
for  the  trouble  they  were  to  give  themselves  in  the  public 
business.  The  philosopher  was  yet  less  pleased  when  he 
saw  the  magistrate  and  the  pastor  who  had  met  him  in  his 
flight  of  the  preceding  evening,  when  he  had  been  seen, 
parma  non  bene  relictaj  with  cloak  and  doublet  left 
Dehind  him. 

The  presence  of  Colonel  Everard  was  as  unpleasing 
to  Desborough  as  to  Bletson  ;  but  the  former  ha^ng  no 
philosophy  in  him,  nor  an  idea  that  it  was  possible  for  any 
man  to  resist  helping  himself  out  of  untold  money,  was 
chiefly  embarrassed  by  the  thought,  that  the  plunder  which 
they  might  be  able  to  achieve  out  of  their  trust,  might, 
by  this  unwelcome  addition  to  their  number,  be  divided 
;Dto  four  parts  instead  of  three ;  and  this  reflection  added 
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lotbeBStaffaliNrkvftrchMss  irilh  whieb  teiyiwaHid  forth 
a  sort  of  wekome,  acldressed  to  Everard. 

As  for  Harrison,  he  remaioed  like  one  od  higher 
diougbts  wtuat }  his  posture  unmoved^  his  eyes  fixed  on 
the  ceiling  as  before,  and  in  no  way  indicating  the 
least  consciousness  that  the  company  had  been  more  than 
doubled  mround  bin. 

Meantinye,  Everard  took  his  place  at  the  table,  as  a 
man  who  assumed  his  own  righti  and  pointed  to  bis  com- 
panions to  «t  down  nearer  the  foot  of  the  board.  Wild- 
rake  so  &r  misunderstood  his  signaki  as  to  sit  down 
above  the  Mayor ;  but,  rallying  his  recoHection  at  a  look 
from  bis  patron,  he  rose  and  took  his  place  lower,  whistl- 
ing, however,  as  he  went,  a  sound  at  wUcb  the  company 
stared,  as  at  a  freedom  highly  unbecoming*  To  com- 
plete bis  mdecorum,  he  seized  upon  a  pipe,  and  filling  it 
from  a  large  tobacco-box,  was  soon  immersed  in  a  cloud 
of  his  own  raising  ;  from  which  a  hand  shortly  after 
emerged,  seized  on  the  black-jack  of  ale,  withdrew  it 
witbin  tbe  vapoury  sanctuary,  and,  after  a  potential 
draught,  replaced  it  upon  the  table,  its  o^nmer  beginning 
to  renew  the  cloud  which  his  intermitted  exercise  of  the 
lube  had  almost  allowed  to  subside. 

Nobody  made  any  observation  on  his  conduct,  out  of 
respect,  probably,  to  Colonel  Everard,  who  bit  bis  lip, 
bat  continued  silent ;  aware  that  censure  might  extract 
some  escapade  more  unequivocally  characteristic  of  a  ca* 
vaKer,  from  bis  refractory  companion.  As  siletioe  seemed 
awkward,  and  tbe  others  made  no  advances  to  break  it, 
oeyond  the  ordinary  salutation.  Colonel  Everard  at  length 
said,  <<  I  presume,  gentlemen,  that  you  are  somewhat 
surprised  at  my  arrival  here,  and  thus  intruding  myself 
into  your  meeting?'* 

«  Why  the  dickens  should  we  be  surprised^  Colonel  f" 
^d  Desborough ;  <<  we  know  bis  Excellency,  my  brother- 
in-law  Noll's — ^I  mean  my  Lord  Cromwell's  way,  of 
over-quartering  his  men  in  the  towns  be  marches  through. 
Thou  hast  obtained  a  share  in  our  commission  ^" 
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«<  Alicia  Autt'*  said  BklMD,  SBottim ud boiriBg,  ^iks 
Lord  General  has  given  us  tfae  moet  a^ceepttble  coUsague 
tiiat  eould  have  been  added  to  our  muaber^  No  doubt 
your  authority  for  joiBHig^witb  us  ipniist  be  under  Wjirradt 
of  the  Ceunca  of  State  f " 

(^  Of  that^  gentkrom,"  taid  the  Cobael,  ^^  I  mU  pres- 
ently advise  you." — He  took  out  his  warraDC;«ecardiiiglyi, 
«iid  was  about  to  coiqnniiiieale  tba^  eootenMt  9  but  ob- 
seriring  that  ther^  were  three  er  fiHir  hidt^emfdy  fkaks 
upon  the  table,  that  DesbcHPOUgh  looked,  mere  atUjHdtbaii 
a\b}mA,  and  that  the  fibilotophar's  eyes  HFore  reeling  ia  Ms 
head,  uotwithstaiidiDg  the  temperaaee  of  Pletsoa's  ueual 
hftbiu,  be  oonehid^d  that  they  had  been  fb9tii)iR|  theoD- 
^QWp»  fi^aiosc  tbe  horroirs  of  the  haunted  oMuiaioii,  by 
laying  ia  a  ^re  of  what  is  ealted  Dutch  courage^  aod 
tliereibre  prudei|tly  repolired  te  postpone  his  more  ioir 
portani  business  with  tbem  till  the  eooler  boar  of  merniog. 
He  therefore,  instead  of  presenting  |he  OeaeraHs  warrast 
superseding  ^dieir  comoiission,  contented  bimeetf  wkh 
replying,-^"  My  business  has,  of  course,  sometefereoee 
Jto  your  proceedings  here.  Bot  b^re  is*-*^exou8e  my  cat- 
rtosI^-*«a  reverend  gentleman,^  pointing  to  Heldeaoogta, 
<'  who  has  told  me  that  you  are  so  strangely  embesrassed 
here,  as  te  require  both  tbe  ewil  a^d  spkitual  authority 
40  enable  you  to  keep  possession  ef  Woodstock." 

'^  Before  we  go  into  the  matter,"  said  Bletson^  blush^ 
ing  up  to  die  eyes  at  the  reepileotion  of  his  own  fears, 
so  manifestly  displayed,  y^t  m  ioconsistent  with  bin  prin- 
ciples, <<  I  should  like  to  know  who  this  other  stranger  is, 
who  has  come  with  tbe  worthy  magistrate,  and  die  no 
iess  worthy  Presbyterkti?'' 

*<  Meaning  me  ?**  said  Wlldrake,  laying  bis  pipe 
aside  ;  **  Gadzooks,  the  time  hath  been  that  I  cevikl  have 
answered  the  qu^stion^  with  a  betler  tide  $  but  at  present  I 
am  only  bis  honour's  poor  cleric,  or  se<^retai7,  whichever 
is  tlie  current  phrase.^^ 

^l  *Fore  George,  my  lively  blade,  thou  art  a  frank 
fellow  of  thy  tatde,"  said  Desborough.  **  There  Is  my 
secretary  Tomkins,  whom  men  sillily  enough  call  Fib- 


IM,  m4  dHft  boDoofmble  Lkulefiattt-OtDentl  HftiriMm^ 
secretary*  Kbbet,  who  are  now  at  acrpper  below  stairs, 
tbat  durst  Bot  for  their  ears  apeak  a  pbrase  abore  their 
breath  io  the  presence  of  their  betters^  unless  to  answer  e 
question."  "^ 

*♦  Yes,  Cohmel  Brerard/'  said  the  philosopher  with 
bis  quiet  smile,  glad,  apparently,  to  divert  the  conversa*- 
tion  fmflf)  the  topic  of  last  night^s  alarm,  and  recollections 
wUdi  bunbled  his  self-love  and  self-satisfection, — ^  yes; 
and  when  Master  Fibbet  and  Master  Btbbet  do  speak, 
their  afirmationsare  as  moeh  in  a  common  mould  of  mu* 
tttat  attestation,  as  their  names  would  accord  in  thererses 
of  a  poet.  If  Master  Fibbet  happens  to  tell  a  fiction, 
Master  Bibhat  swears  it  aa  troth.  If  Master  Bibbet 
eiwnces  to  have  gotten  drunk  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
Master  Fibbet  swears  he  is  sober.  I  have  called  my 
own  secr^ary  Oibbel,  though  iris  name  chances  to  be 
only  Gibeon,  m  worthy  Israelite  at  your  service,  but  as 
pure  M  ya«lb  as  ever  picked  a  lamb-bone  at  Paschal. 
But  I  eaU  bim  Gibbet,  merely  to  make  up  the  holy  trefeH 
with  another  rhyme.  This  squire  of  thine,  Colond 
E^erard,  kxika  aa  if  ha  oriigfat  be  Woitl^  to  be  coupled 
with  the  rest  of  the  fraternity.^' 

«'  Not  I,  truly,"  said  the  cavalier  ;  **  VM  be  oonpieA 
with  no  iem  that  was  ever  whelped,  and   no  Jewess 


^^  Soom  not  for  that,  young  man,"  said  the  pMfosopher  | 
*•  the  Jews  are,  in  point  of  religion,  the  elder  brethren, 
you  know." 

"  The  Jews  older  than  the  Christians  ?"  said  Deabo- 
rough  ;  **  'fore  George,  they  will  have  thee  before  *« 
General  Assembly^Bietaon,  if  thou  venttirest  to  say  so.^ 

Wildrake  laughed  without  ceremony  at  the  gross  igno^ 
raoce  of  Dasbrnxkugh,  and  was  joined  by  a  snig^ng 
respooae  feom  behnd  the  cupboard,  whieh,  when  in'> 
quired  into,  proved  to  be  produced  by  the  serving-^men. 
These  worthies,  timorous  as  their  betters,  wben  tiiay 
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AFere  supposed  to  have  lefi  tbe  room,  bad  oidy  wkh- 
drawn  to  their  present  place  of  concealment. 

^^  How  now,  ye  rogues,"  said  Btetaon,  aagrily  ;  ^*  do 
you  not  know  your  duty  better  ?*' 

"  We  beg  your  worthy  honour's  pardon,"  said  one  of 
the  men,  ^^  but  we  dared  not  go  down  stairs  wilhoot  a 
light." 

'<  A  light,  ye  cowardly  poltroons  ?"  said  the  phi 
losopher,  '^  what — to  show  which  of  you  looks  pidett 
when  a  rat  squeaks  ? — but  take  a  candlestick  and  begone, 
you  cowardly  villains  !  the  devib  you  are  so  much  afraid 
of  must  be  but  paltry  kites,  if  tbey  bawk  at  such  bats  as 
you  are." 

•  The  servants,  without  refdying,  took  up  one  of  the 
candlesticks,  and  prepared  to  retreat,  Trusty  Tomkkis 
at  the  head  of  the  troop,  when  suddenly,  as  they  arriv- 
ed at  the  door  of  the  parlour,  wUeb  had  been  left  ball 
open,  it  was  shut  violently.  The  three  terrified  domes- 
tics tumbled  back  into  the  middle  of  the  reion,  as  if  a 
Ibot  had  beei^  discharged  in  their  face,  and  aU  who  were 
at  tbe  table  started  to  their  feet. 

Colonel  Everard  was  incapable  of  a  moment's  fear, 
even  if  any  thing  frightful  had  been  seen  ;  but  be  re- 
ttiained  stationary,  to  see  what  bis  companioas  would  do, 
4nd  to  get  at  tbe  bottom,  if  possible,  of  the  cause  of  their 
«ilarm  upon  an  occasion  so  trifling.  The  philosopher 
•eemed  to  think  that  he  was  the  person  chiefly  ooncemed 
(o  show  manhood  on  the  occasion* 

He  walked  to  the  door  accordingly,  murmuring  at  tbe 
eowardice  of  the  servants  ;  but  at  such  a  snail's  pace, 
that  it  seemed  he  would  most  willingly  have  been  antici- 
pated by  any  one  whom  his  reproaches  had  roused  to 
exertion.  <<  Cowardly  blockb^ds  !"  he  said  at  last, 
seizing  hold  of  the  handle  of  the  door,  but  without  turn- 
ing it  eflfectually  round — "  dare  you  not  open  a  dow  f*' 
— (still  fumbling  with  the  lock) — "  dare  you  not  go  down 
a  stair-case  without  a  light  ?     Here,  bring  me  tbe  candle, 


yon  cowardUjr  v9kin8  I — By  Heaven,  sometbii^  mf^ 
OQ  the  outside !'' 

As  be  spoke,  be  lat  go  the  handle  of  the  parlour  door^ 
and  stepped  back  a  pace  or  two  into  the  apartment,  wkb 
cheeks  as  pale  as  the  band  be  wore. 

**  Deui  adjuUir  w^eui  /"  said  the  Presbyterian  cler- 
gyman, rising  from  his  seat.  "  Give  place,  sir,"  ad-^ 
dressing  Bletson  ;  *^  it  would  seem  I  know  more  of  this 
mailer  than  thou,  and  I  bless  Heaven  I  am  armed  for 
the  conflict." 

Bold  as  a  grenadier  about  to  moimt  a  brea^  yet  with 
the  same  belief  in  the  existence  of  a  great  danger  to  be 
encountered,  as  weH  as  the  same  reliance  in  the  goad- 
oess  of  his  cause,  the  worthy  man  stepped  before  the 
philo«pphical  Bletson,  and  taking  a  light  from  a-sconce  in 
one  band,  quietly  opened  the  door  with  the  other,  and 
standing  in  the  threshold,  said,  ^*  Here  is  nothing  !" 

^<  And  who  expected  to  see  anything,"  ssrid  Bletson, 
'*  excepting  dipse  terrified  oafs,  who  take  fright  at  every 
puff  of  wind  that  wbisties  through  the  passages  d'this  (^ 
dungeon  ?" 

^^  Mark  you.  Master  Tomkins,"  said  one  of  the  waitT 
ing-men  in  a  whisper  to  the  steward,*—"  See  how  boldly 
the  minister  pressed  forward  before  ajl  of  them*  Ah  \ 
Master  Tomkins,  our  parson  is  the  real  commissioned 
officer  of  the  church — ^your  lay  preachers  are  no  bettei 
than  a  parcel  6[  chib-men  and  volunteers." 

*<  Follow  me  those  who  list,"  said  Master  Hold- 
enough,  ^^  or  go  before  me  those  who  choose,  I  will  walk 
through  the  habitable  places  of  this  house  before  I  leave 
it,  and  satisfy  myself  whether  Sataq  hath  really  mii^led 
himself  among  these  dreary  dens  of  ancient  wickedness, 
or  whether,  like  the  wicked  of  whom  holy  David  speak-* 
etb,  we  are  afraid,  and  flee  wlien  no  one  pursueth." 

Harrison,  who  had  heard  these  words,  sprung  from 
his  seat,  and  drawing  his  sword,  exclaimed,  "  Were 
there  as  many  fiends  in  the  house  as  there  are  hairs  on 
my  head,  upon  this  cause  I  will  charge  them  up  to  their 
very  trenches  '" 


i6^  ^Mii9¥ocir. 

So  dicing,  be  b^tuxihted  tiis  wettp^ti,  afrd  tte^iseini 
ibe  head  of  the  column,  where  he  moved*  srae  by  iidc^ 
itith  the  raiirfgier.  The  Mayor  of  Woodstock  ti^t  join- 
ed th^  body,  thiakrng  himself  safer  perf)af)s  in  the  coni'^ 
pany  of  his  pastor  ;  and  the  whole  train  moved  forwar<> 
hi  close  order,  tfccompanied  by  the  servants  bearing  lights, 
to  search  the  Lodge  for  some  cause  of  that  panic  witb 
vrhich  they  seemed  to  be  suddenly  seiaed. 

**  Nay,  lake  me  with  you  my  friends,"  said  Cdoncf 
Everard,  who  had  looked  on  in  surprise,  and  was  now 
abotit  vo  U&6W  the  paity,  when  Bletson  hM  hoM  tm  his 
cloak,  and  begged  htm  to  remam. 

•*  You  see,  my  good  Gotenel,**  be  sftH^  afl^tmg  a 
eotirage  whicb  his  shaking  Totee  beKed,  *•  here  are  only 
you  «nd  I,  atid  honest  Desbofottgh,  left  behipd,  ni  ^rri- 
sbii,  while  aD  the  others  are  absent  en- a  satty*  We  ntfn^ 
not  hazard  the  whole  troops  on  one  sortie — ihat  were  tm* 
military^— Ha,  ha,  ha  V* 

**In  the  name  of  Hearen,  what  meamr  alF  tirfs  ?*•  ssrtd 
Eterard.  ^  I  heard  a  fooKsh  tale  about  fipparftiond  t(9 
I  came  this  way,  and  now  I  find  you  all  half  mad  ¥nth 
fear,  and  cannot  get  a  word  of  sense  among  to  ntany  of 
▼ou.  Fie,  Colonel  Desborough— fie.  Master  Bletson — 
try  to  compose  yourselvea,  and  let  me  know.  In  Heaven's 
name,  the  cause  of  ail  this  disturbance.  One  would  be 
apt  to  thhik  yoiir  brains  were  turned/' 

"  And  so  mine  weH  may,"  said  Des^rongb,  **  ay, 
and  overturned  too,  since  niy  bed  hst  night  was  turned 
apside  down,  and  I  was  |^ced  for  ten  minutes  beeb 
lippermost,  and  head  downmost,  like  a  bullock  going  to 
oe  snoci* 

*  What  means  iSiis  nonsense,  Mastet  Bletson  ?-^-De»» 
boromh  imist  have  had  tl^je  night-mare.'* 

"  No,  faith,  Colonel,  the  goMins,  or  whatever  else  they 
were,  had  been  favourable  to  honest  Desborough,  for. 
they  reposed  the  whole  of  his  person  on  that  part  of  his 
beefy  which— 4iark,  did  you  not  hear  something  ^ 
Ibe  centml  pma  of  gravity,  namely  his  bead." 


^  JNd  yoo  aee^i^nbiofito  uimm  ysm  i^  smd  ibe  Col* 

'^  NoUuqgi"  said  ^letsoo  |  *^  but  w«  beard  bellisb 
noises,  as  all  our  people  did ;  and  I,  believing  Vttie  of 
§ho6ts  fod  9{)|>ariuooi^  <;oncluded  the  cavaliers  were 
UkkkfL  us  at  advantage  j  so^eoieii>berbg  RainsboroughVi 
&te»  1  e'ea  jumped  jbfae  windpw^  and  ran  to  Woodstocki 
lo  call  the  soldiers  to  the  rescue  of  Handsou  and  Pes* 
borough." 

'*  And  did  you  not  first  go  to  see  what  the  danger  vas  f '' 

"  Ah,  n^  |p>od  friend^  jo«  forgot  that  J  laid  down  my 
commission  at  the  time  of  the  seJf-denying  ordiuaoce^ 
It  wquld  have  b^en  quite  inconsistent  with  my  du^  as  a 
Pa^liameot^man,  to  be  brawling  amidst  a  set  of  ruffianst 
without  any  military  authority.  No-*whea  the  Parliar 
ment  commanded  me  to  sheathe  my  sword^  Colonel,  J 
have  too  ipucb  vencf  ation  lor  their  authority^  to  be  ibund 
ai^in  with  it  drawn  in  my  hand.** 

''  But  the  Parliament,"  said  PesborougbbastiJIyi  ^^  did 
oot  command  you  tp  Mse  your  heels  when  your  bwds 
could  have  saved  a  man  from  choking.  Odds  dickens ! 
vou  might  have  stopped  when  you  saw  my  bed  canted 
heels  uppermost,  and  me  half  stifled  in  the  bed-clothes^*-^ 
you  nu^t,  I  sayt  have  stopped  and  l^t  a  hand  to  put 
it  to  rights,  instead  of  jumpingoutoftbe  window,  like  « 
new-rsfaorn  sheep,  so  soon  as  you  bad  run  w^ross  my 
room." 

<<  Nay,  worshipful  Master  Desjborougb,"  said  Bletson, 
winking  on  Everard,  to  show  that  be  was  playing  on  his 
thick-skulled  colleague,  ^^  bow  could  I  tell  your  particular 
mode  of  reposing?— there  are  many  tastes — ^I  have  knows 
men  who  slept  by  choice  on  a  slope  or  angle  of  forty* 
five." 

*^  Tes,  but  did  ever  a  man  sleep  standing  on  bis  head, 
except  by  nnracle  ?"  said  Desborougb. 

"  Now,  as  to  miracles—"  saki  the  philosopher,  con* 
fident  in  the  presence  of  Everard,  besides  tliat  an  op- 
portunity  of  scoffing  at  religiqn  really  in  some  degreif 
14*    vou  I.  . 
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divmed  his  fear — ^  I  leave  diese  cmt  of  the  question, 
seeing  that  the  evidence  on  such  subjects  seems  as  little 
qualified  to  carry  convictioni  as  a  norse-hair  to  land  a 
leviathan.** 

A  loud  clap  of  thunder,  or  a  noise  as  fermidable  rang 
dirough  the  Lodge  as  the  scofibr  had  ended,  which  struck 
him  pale  afid  motionless,  and  made  Desborough  thto^ 
himself  on  his  knees,  and  repeat  exclamations  and  prayers 
in  much  admired  confusion. 

"  There  must  be  contrivance  here,**  exclaimed  Eve- 
raiti  ;  and  snatching  one  of  the  candles  from  a  sconce, 
he  rushed  out  of  the  apartment,  Kttle  heeding  the  entrea'^ 
ties  of  die  philosopher,  who,  in  the  extremity  of  his 
distress,  conjured  him  by  the  Antinus  Mundi  to  remain  to 
^e  assistance  of  a  distressed  philosopher  endangered  by 
witches,  and  a  Parfiament-man  assaulted  by  ruffians; 
As  for  Desborough,  he  only  gaped  like  a  down  in  a  pan^ 
tomime  ;  and,  doubtful  whether  to  follow  or  stop,  iM 
natural  hidolence  prevailed,  and  he  sat  still. 

When  on  the  landing-place  of  the  stairs,  Everard 
paused  a  moment  to  consider  which  was  the  best  course 
to  take.  He  heard  the  voices  of  men  talking  fast  and 
loud,  like  people  who  wish  to  drown  their  fears,  in  the 
lower  story  ;  and  aware  that  nothing  could  be  discover- 
ed by  those  whose  inquiries  were  conducted  in  a  manner 
so  noisy,  he  resolved  to  proceed  in  a  different  direction, 
and  examine  the  second  floor,  which  he  had  now  gained. 

He  had  known  every  corner,  both  of  the  inhabited  and 
uninhabited  part  of  the  mansion,  and  availed  himself  of 
the  candle,  to  traverse  two  or  three  intricate  passages, 
which  be  was  afraid  he  might  not  remember  with  suffi- 
cient accuracy.  This  movement  conveyed  him  to  a  sort 
of  OeU'de-beuff  an  octagon  vestibule,  or  small  hall,  from 
which  various  rooms  opened.  Amongst  these  doors, 
Everard  selected  that  which  led  to  a  very  long,  narrow, 
and  dilapidated  gallery,  built  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII., 
and  which,  running  along  the  whole  south-west  side  of  the 
building,  communicating  at  diflbrent  points  with  the  rest  of 
the  mansion.    This  be  thought  was  likely  to  be  the  post 
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occupied  bf  those  who  proposed  to  act  the  sprites  upon 
die  occasion ;  especially  as  its  length  and  shape  gave  him 
some  idea  that  it  was  a  spot  where  the  bold  thunder 
might  in  manly  ways  be  imitated. 

Determined  to  ascertain  the  truth  if  possible,  he  placed 
his  light  on  a  table  in  the  vestibule,  and  applied  himself  to 
open  the  door  into  the  gallery.  At  this  point  he  found 
himself  strongly  opposed  either  by  a  bolt  drawn,  or,  as 
he  rather  conceived,  by  somebody  from  within  resisting 
bis  attempt.  He  was  induced  to  believe  the  latter,  be- 
cause the  resistance  slackened  and  was  renewed,  like 
that  of  human  strength,  instead  of  presenting  the  perma- 
nent opposition  of  an  inanimate  obstacle.  Though  Eve- 
rard  was  a  strong  and  active  young  man,  he  exhausted 
his  strength  in  the  vain  attempt  to  open  the  door ;  and 
having  paused  to  take  breath,  was  about  to  renew  bis 
efforts  with  foot  and  shoulder,  and  to  call  at  the  same 
dme  for  assistance,  when  to  his  surprise,  on  again  at- 
tempting the  door  more  gently,  in  order  to  ascertain  if 
possible  where  the  strength  of  the  opposing  obstacle  was 
situated,  he  found  it  give  way  to  a  very  slight  impulse, 
some  impediment  fell  broken  to  the  ground,  and  the  door 
flew  wide  open.  The  gust  of  wind,  occasioned  by  the 
sudden  opening  of  the  door,  blew  out  the  candle,  and 
£verard  was  left  in  darkness,  save  where  the  moonshine, 
which  the  long  side-row  of  latticed  windows  dimmed, 
could  imperfectly  force  its  way  into  the  gallery,  which 
lay  in  ghostly  length  before  him. 

The  melancholy  and  doubtful  twilight  was  increased 
by  a  quantity  of  creeping  plants  on  the  outside,  which, 
since  all  had  been  neglected  in  these  ancient  halls,  now 
completely  overgrown,  bad  in  some  instances  greatly  di- 
minished, and  in  others  almost  quite  choked  up,  the 
space  of  the  lattices,  extending  between  the  heavy  stone 
shaft-work  which  divided  the  windows,  both  lengthways 
and  across.  On  the  other  side  there  were  no  windows 
at  all,  and  the  gallery  had  been  once  hung  round  with 
paintings,  chiefly  portraits,  by  which  that  side  of  the 
apartment  had   been  adorned.    Most  of  the  pictures 
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tiie  tiiUered  reiooants  of  otbors,  ware  still  visible  kloog 
the  extent  of  th^  waste  gallery  ;  tb^look  of  which  w^ 
so  desolate,  and  it  appeared  so  well  tdajpted  ibr  niischiefi 
supposing  tbere  were  enemies  near  bivpy  that  Everard 
could  not  help  pausing  at  the  entraqce,  and  recomrnendf 
ing  himself  to  God,  ere,  drawing  his  sword,  he  advanced 
into  the  apartinent,  treading  as  lightly  as  possible^  and 
keeping  in  thp  shadow  as  much  as  be  could* 

Markbam  £v^rard  was  by  no  means  ^uperstitiousi  but 
he  had  the  usual  credulity  of  the  times;  and  though  h^ 
did  not  yield  easily  to  tales  of  supernatural  visitations^ 
yet  he  could  not  help  thinking  he  was  in  the  very  situa*  < 
tion,  where,  if  sqch  things  were  ever  permitted,  they 
might  be  expected  to  take  place,  while  bis  own  stealthy 
and  ill-assured  pacci  bis  drawn  weapon,  and  extended 
arms,  being  the  very  attitude  and  action  of  doubt  and 
suspicion,  tended  to  increase  in  bis  mind  the  gloomy 
feelings  of  which  they  are  the  usual  indications,  and  with 
which  they  are  constantly  associated.     Under  such  un- 

Eieasant  impressions,  and  conscious  oi  the  neighbour- 
ood  of  something  unfriendly,  Colcmeji  Everard  had  al- 
ready advanced  about  half  along  the  gallery,  When  he 
heard  some  one  sigh  very  near  bim^  and  a  low  soft  voice 
pronounce  his  name. 

<<  Here  I  am.''  be  replied^  while  bis  heart  beat  thick 
and  short.     "  Who  calls  on  Markham  Everard  ?" 

Another  sigh  was  the  only  answer. 

"  Speak,"  said  the  Colonel,  "  whoever  or  whatsoever 
vou  are,  and  tell  with  what  intent  and  purpose  you  are 
lurking  in  these  apartments  ?*' 

"  With  a  better  intent  than  yours,*'  returned  the  soft 
voice. 

"  Than  mine  !"  answered  Everard  in  great  surprise. 
'  Who  are  jrou  that  dare  judge  of  my  intents  ?" 

"What,  or  who  are  you,  Markbam  Everard,  who 
wander  by  moonlight  through  these  deserted  halls  of  roy- 
idty,  where  none  should  be  but  those  who  mourn  their 
downfall,  or  are  swotn  to  avenge  it  ?*' 
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«ina  imd  yet  hcMMoot  be,*  biM  fi?erard ;  << yvc  k 
Sf  and  must  be.  Afiee  Lee,  fh«  devil  «r  ywi  speaks. 
Answer  me,  I  conjure  you  !— ^petk  openly— on  whsit 
dangerous  scheme. are  you  engaged  f  vibete  isyovr  fiub* 
er  ?  why  are  you  here — wherefore  do  you  run  so  deadly 
a  tenture  ?— Speak,  I  conjure  you,  Alice  Lee  !" 

*  She,  whom  you  call  on,  is  at  the  distance  of  miies  from 
this  spot.  What  if  her  Genius  q>eaks  when  she  is  ab« 
sent  ? — ^what  ff  the  soul  of  an  ancestress  of  hers  and  yours 
were  tiow  addressing  you  .'—what  if—" 

^  Nay,"  answered  Everard,  "  b«it  what  if  the  dearest 
of  human  bemgs  has  caught  a  touch  of  her  father's  enthu- 
siasm }  what  if  she  is  exposing  her  person  to  .danger,  her 
reputation  to  scandal,  by  traversing  in  disguise  and  in 
darkness  a  hoase  filled  wMi  armed  men  f  Speak  to  me, 
tny  fair  coushi,  in  your  own  person.  I  am  furnished 
wtth  powers  to  protect  my  wncle,  S«r  Henry — to  protect 
you  too,  dearest  Alice,  even  against  the  consequences  of 
this  visionary  and  wild  attempt.  Speak — ^I  see  where 
you  are,  and  with  aH  my  respect,  I  cannot  submit  to  be 
thus  practised  upon.  Trust  me — 4nist  your  cousin  Mark- 
ham  with  your  hand,  and  believe  that  be  will  die  or  place 
you  in  honourable  safety." 

As  he  spoke,  he  exercised  bis  eyes  as  keenly  as  pos* 
^Ue  to  detect  where  the  speaker  stood  ;  and  it  seemed 
to  him,  that  about  three  yards  from  him  there  was  a 
shadowy  form,  of  which  he  could  not  discern  even  the 
outline,  placed  as  it  was  within  the  deep  and  prolonged 
shadow  thrown  by  a  s|^^  of  wall  interveniog  betwixt 
two  wmdows,  upon  that  side  of  the  room  frcwn  which  the 
light  was  admitted.  He  endeavoured  to  calculate  as 
well  as  he  could,  the  distance  betwixt  himself  and  the 
object  which  he  watched,  imder  the  impression,  that  if, 
by  even  using  a  slight  degree  of  compulsion,  he  could 
detach  his  bewved  Alice  from  the  confederacy  into  which 
he  supposed  her  father's  zeal  for  the  OMise  of  royalty 
had  etigaged  her,  he  would  be  rendering  them  both  the 
most  essential  favour.  He  could  not  indeed  but  con- 
clude, that  however  successfully  the  plot  wWch  he  coo- 
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eeived  to  be  in  agitatioD  had  procaedod  against  tbe  tunid 
BletsoD,  the  stupid  Desborougb,  and  tbe  crazy  Harrisoo, 
tbere  was  little  doubt  that  at  length  their  artifices  roust 
necessarily  bring  shame  and  danger  on  those  engaged 
in  it. 

It  must  also  be  remembered,  that  Everard's  affection 
to  his  cousin,  although  of  the  most  respectful  and  devoted 
character,  partook  less  of  the  distant  veneration  which  a 
lover  of  those  days  entertained  for  the  lady  whom  he 
worshipped  with  bumble  diffidence,  than  of  the  fond  and 
familiar  feelings  which  a  brother  entertains  towards  a 
younger  sister,  whom  be  thinks  himself  entitled  to  guide, 
advise,  and  even  in  ^ome  degree  to  control.  So  kindly 
and  intimate  had  been  their  intercourse,  that  he  had  little 
more  hesitation  in  endeavouring  to  arrest  her  progress  in 
the  dangerous  course  in  which  she  seemed  to  be  engaged, 
even  at  the  risk  of  giving  her  momentary  ofience,  than 
he  would  have  had  in  snatching  her  from  a  torrent  or 
conflagration,  at  the  chance  of  hurting  her  by  tbe  violence 
of  his  grasp. ,  All  this  passed  through  his  mind. in  the 
course  of  a  single  minute ;  and  he  resolved  at  all  events 
to  detain  her  on  the  spot,  and  compel,  if  possible,  an 
explanation  from  her. 

With  this  purpose,  Everard  again  conjured  his  cousin 
in  the  name  of  Heaven,  to  give  up  this  idle  and  danger- 
ous mummery  ;  and  lending  an  accurate  ear  to  her  an- 
swer, eudeavoured  from  tbe  sound  to  calculate  as  nearly 
as  possible  the  distance  between  them. 

^*  I  am  not  she  for  whom  you  take  me,"  said  the  voice ; 
"  and  dearer  regards  than  auglR  connected  with  ber  life 
or  death,  bid  me  warn  you  to  keep  aloof,  and  leave  this 
place." 

"  Not  till  I  have  convinced  you  of  your  childish  folly," 
said  the  Colonel,  springing  forward,  and  endeavouring  to 
catch  hold  of  her  who  spoke  to  him.  But  no  female 
form  was  within  bis  grasp.  On  tbe  contrary,  he  was  met 
by  a  shock  which  could  come  from  no  woman's  arm, 
and  which  was  rude  enough  to  stretch  him  on  his  back 
on  the  floor.      At  the  same  time  he  felt  the  point  of  a 
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8word  at  his  throat,  vai  hk  hands  00  eompletdjr  master- 
ed, that  not  the  slightest  defence  remained  to  him. 

*^  A  cry  for  assistance/'  said  a  voice  near  him,  but  not 
that  which  he  had  hitherto  heard,  ^<  wiil  be  itifled  in 
your  blood ! — No  harm  is  meant  you— 4>e  wise,  and  be 
silent." 

The  fear  of  death,  which  Everard  had  often  braved 
in  the  field  of  battle,  became  more  intense  as  he  felt 
himself  in  the  hancb  of  unknown  assassins,  and  totally 
devoid  of  all  means  of  defence.  The  sharp  point  of 
the  sword  pricked  his  bare  throat,  and  the  foot  of  him 
who  held  it  was  upon  his  breast.  He  felt  as  if  a  sin- 
gle thrust  would  put  an  end  to  life,  and  all  the  fev^- 
ish  joys  and  sorrows  which  agitate  us  so  strangely, 
and  from  which  we  are  yet  so  reluctant  to  part.  I^ge 
drops  of  perspiration  stood  upon  his  forehead — hi»heart 
throbbed  as  if  it  would  burst  from  its  confinement  in  the 
bosom— he  experienced  the  agony  which  fear  imposes 
on  the  brave  man,  acute  in  proportion  to  that  which  pain 
inflicts  when  it  subdues  the  robust  and  healthy. 

^*  Cousin  Alice," — he  attempted  to  speak,  and  the 
sword's  point  pressed  his  throat  yet  more  closely-— 
'^  Cousin,  let  me  not  be  murdered  in  a  manner  so 
fearfiil !" 

**  I  tell  you,"  replied  the  voice,  ^<  that  you  speak  to 
one  who  is  not  here  ;  but  your  life  is  not  aimed  at,  pro- 
vided you  swear  on  your  faith  as  a  Christian,  and  your 
honor  as  a  gentleman,  that  you  will  conceal  what  has  hap- 
pened, whether  from  the  pepple  below,  or  from  any 
other  person.  On  this  condition  you  may  rise  ;  and  if 
you  seek  her,  you  will  find  Alice  Lee  at  Joceline's  cot- 
tage, in  the  forest." 

"  Since  I  may  not  help  myself  otherwise,"  said  Eve- 
rard,  <<  I  swear,  as  I  have  a  sense  of  religion  and  honour^ 
I  vriU  say  nothing  of  this  violence,  nor  make  any  search 
after  those  who  are  concerned  in  it." 

"  For  that  we  care  nothing,"  said  the  voice.  "  Thou 
bast  an  example  how  well  thou  may'st  catch  mischief  on 
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ihf  owp  ptrt $  but w«  «r#  in  Mm  <o  dafytb^e.  Rif% 
and  begone !"  ' 

Tbd  footy  the  sword^B-point)  were  withdrawn^  and 
Everlird  was  about  to  start  up  htatiiy,  when  tbe  voices 
itt  tbe  same  aoimefts  of  tone  wbiob  di$imgui#bed  it  at 
first,  said,  *^  No  haste — cold  and  bare  steel  is  yet  aroiuid 
Ihee.  Now-'HM>w-^H[io^< — (tbe  words  dying  away  at  a , 
dt8taoce)'«*-tbou  art  free*     Be  setret  aad  be  Mfe." 

Markham  Everard  arose,  and,  tfi  rising,  eiobarrassed 
his  llset  with  bis  own  sword^  which  be  bad  dropped  wbea 
quringing  forward,  as  be  supposed,  to  lay  bold  of  his  iaif 
oousk.  He  snatched  it  up/  in  baste,  and  as  bis  baad 
clasped  the  bik,  bis  courage, ivbich  bad  guvea  way  under 
tfaiQ  f^ifstebeosioB  of  instant  deaths  bef^  to  return  ;  be 
€9nfiidered,  with  almost  his  usual  coi»pOflufa^  what  was 
to  begone  next.  Deeply  affronted  at  tbe  disgrace  wbicb 
be  bad  sustained^  he  questioned  for  an  instant  whether  be 
ought  to  keep  his  extorted  promise^  or  should  ftot  rathef 
summon  assistance,  and  make  baste  to  discover  and  seise 
those  who  bad  been  recently  engaged  in  such  violeuoe 
<rti  bis  person.  But  these  persons,  be  they  who  they 
would,  had  had  his  life  in  their  power — he  bad  pledged 
bis  word  in  ransom  of  it-*-and  what  was  more,  he  could 
not  divest  himself  of  the  idea  that  his  beloved  Alice  was 
«  CDofidaate  at  least,  if  not  an  actor,  in  tbe  confederacy 
which  had  thus  baffled  him.  This  prepossession  deter* 
mined  bis  conduct  i;  for»  though  angry  at  supposing  she 
«iust  have  been  accessary  to  bis  personal  ill-treatment,  he 
eould  not  in  any  event  thiyk  of  an  instant  search  through 
the  mansioQ,  which  might  have  compromised  her  safety^ 
•or  tbtt  of  bis  uncle.  '<  But  I  wjU  to  tbe  hut,"  be  said — 
"  I  VI  ill  instantly  to  the  hut,  ascertam  her  share  in  this 
wtfd  and  dangerous  confederacy,  and  snatdi  her  irom 
ffuip>  tf  k  be  possible^ 

.  A^  uqder  the  influence  of  the  resolution  which  he  had 
foi  med,  Everard  groped  his  way  through  the  gallery,  and 
regained  the  vestibule,  he  heard  his  name  called  by  the 
well-known  voice  of  Wildrake.  "  What — ^ho  ! — boUo  I 
— Colonel  Everard — Mark  Everard — it  is  dark  as  the 


ckmni  HMotb-Htpeftk— ««4ier«  ore  f  ov  ?**^TIie  iriielnM 
bre  keeping  tfaenr  belltth  taM«th  here,  as  I  thkik*-*-*Wiiere 
Wre  you  ?*• 

<*Her6)  iwre  P'  tiiBwrereci  Brenud^  ^«  Cetse  your 
68«ipJit)g«     Turn  to  th«  left,  mad  ymi  witt  meet  me." 

CM^  by  fais  i^oiee^  WiMrake  soon  appeareat,  with  a 
light  Id  one  faaad,  add  bis  drawn  aword  id  tbe  other. 
♦*  Where  hate  yow  been  ?"  heeaid^^^  what  bus  detained 
you?*^H^re  are  Bletson  end  tbe  brote  Deeboroogfa^ 
teiriied  out  of  their  Uvea,  and  Harrison  raving  nied 
because  tbe  deiril  wil)  not  be  civil  enough  lo  rise  to  ight 
him  in  single  daello." 

^^Sftw  or  heard  yon^nothiDg  -as  yon  came  along  P"  said 
Ever«rd.  ^  Nothii^/'  aaid  his  friend,  **  exceptsog  that 
whefi  I  first  entered  this  cursed  nrinons  labyrimh,  the 
light  was  struck  out  of  my  hand,  as  if  by  a  switch,  whioh, 
obliged  me  to  r^tom  for  another." 

^  I  must  eome  by  a  horse  instantly,  Wildrake,  and 
uiotber  for  thyseM^  tf  it  be  possible^" 

^*  We  can  take  tiSK>  of  those  bctongiDg  tm  the  troopers," 
Imswered  Wildrake.  ^*  But  finr  what  p«Hrpo6e  aboiiid  we 
ron  away^  Mke  rats,  at  this  time  in  tbe  evemig  f *^s  thb 
house  falling  ?" 

'^  I  cannot  answer  you,"  said  the  Golenel,  pashing 
foirward  into  a  room  where  there  were  some  remans  of 
furniture. 

Here  tbe  cavalier  took  a  more  strict  view  «f  hfe  per- 
son, and  exclaimed  in  wonder,  ^^  What  the  devil  have 
you  been  fighting  with,  Markhan^  that  has  btdiuetied  you 
after  this  sotry  fashion  ?" 

«  Kghtiog  J"  exclaimed  Everard* 
-    **  Yes,"  replied  his  ti«sQr  attendant,  ^I  sliy  fighting 
liook  at  yontself  in  the  neivrer." 

He  did,  and  saw  he  was  covered  with  dustnnd  Idood. 
The  latter  proceeded  from  a  scratch  which  he  had  re- 
ceived in  the  throat,  as  he  struggled  to  extricate  himself. 
With  unaffected  alarm,  Wildrake  undid  his  friend's  col- 
lar, and  with  eager  haste  proceeded  to  examine  the 
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irounci,  his  bands  tr^nbliBgi  aad  ins  ejr^sgikleiiiiig  m& 
apprehension  for  bis  beoefaeftcNr's  life*  When,  in  spite  of 
Everard's  opposition,  he  had  examined  the  hurt  and  knmd 
it  trifling,  he  resumed  the  ni^ajral  wildness  of  bis  char- 
acter, perhaps  the  laore  readily  that  be  bad  felt  shame 
in  departing  from  it,  into  one  which  expressed  more  of 
feeling  than  he  would  be  thought  to  possess. 

^'  If  that  be  the  devil's  work,  Mark,"  said  be,  <<  the  foul 
fiend's  claws  are  not  nigh  so  formidable  as  they  are  re- 
presented ;  but  no  one  shall  say  that  your  bkiod  has  been 
shed  unrevenged,  while  Roger  Wildrake  was  by  your 
side.  Where  left  you  this  same  imp  f  I  will  back  to  the 
field  of  fight,  confront  him  with  my  rapier^  and  were  his 
nails  tenpenny  nails,  and  his  teeth  as  long  as  those  of  a 
harrow,  be  shall  render  me  reason  for  the  injury  be  has 
done  you." 

"  Madness — madness !"  exclaimed  Everard ;  ^'  I  bad 
this  trifling  hurt  by  a  fall — a  basin  and  towd  will  wipe 
It  away.  Meanwhile,  if  you  will  ever  do  me  kindness, 
get  me  troop-horses-— command  theip  for  the  service  of 
the  public,  in  the  name  of  his  Excellency  the  Gen«*al. 
I  will  but  wash,  and  join  you  in  an  instant  befiMre  die 
gate." 

^*  Well,  I  will  serve  you,  Everard,  as  a  mute  serves  the 
Grand  Siguier,  without  knowing  why  or  wherefore.  Rut 
will  you  go  without  seeing  these  people  below  ?" 

"  Without  seeing  any  one,"  said  Everard ;  <'  loee  no 
time,  for  God's  sake." 

He  found  out  the  non-commissioned  officer,  and  de- 
manded the  horses  in  a .  tone  of  authority,  to  which  the 
corporal  yielded  undisputed  obedience,  as  one  well 
aware  of  Colonel  Everard's  military  rank  and  conse- 
quence. So  all  was  in  a  minute  or  two  ready  fo/  the 
.ttpeditioB. 
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CHAPTER  XUL 

.-.-«/<  8lM  kaed'd,  awi  niat-like 

Ga*  her  tym  to  beaven^  and  pra/d  devoutly.'' 

KxngHmry  VHt, 

Colonel  Eyerarp's  departure  at  the  late  hour,  for  so 
it  was  then  thought  of  seven  in  the  evening,  excited  much 
speculation.  There  was  a  gathering  of  menials  and  de- 
pendants in  the  outer  chamber,  or  hall,  for  no  one  doubt- 
ed that  his  sudden  departure  was  owing  to  his  having,  as 
they  expressed  it,  "  seen  something,"  and  all  denred  to 
know  how  a  man  of  such  acknowledged  courage  as  Eve- 
rard,  looked  under  the  awe  of  a  recent  apparition.  But 
he  gave  them  no  time  to  make  comments ;  for,  striding 
through  the  hall  wrapt  in  his  riding-suit,  he  threw  him- 
self on  horseback,  and  rode  furiously  through  the  Chase, 
towards  the  hut  of  the  keeper  JoMe. 

It  was  the  disposition  of  Markham  Everard  to  be  hot, 
keen,  earnest,  impatient,  and  decisive  to  a  degree  of 
precipitation.  The  acquired  habits  which  education  had 
taught,  and  which  the  stix)ng  moral  and  religious  disci- 
pline of  his  sect  had  greatly  strengthened,  were  such  as 
to  enable  him  to  conceal,  as  well  as  to  check,  this  consti- 
tutional violence,  and  to  place  him  upon  his  guard  against 
mdulging  it.  But  when  in  the  high  tide  of  violent  exci- 
tation, the  natural  impetuosity  of  the  young  soldier^s  tem- 
per was  sometimes  apt  to  overcome  these  artificial  ob- 
stacles, and  then,  like  a  torrent  foaming  over  a  wear,  it 
became  more  furious,  as  if  in  revenge  for  the  constrained 
calm  which  it  had  been  for  some  time  obliged  to  assume. 
In  these  instances  he  was  accustomed  to  see  only  that 
point  to  which  his  thoughts  were  bent,  and  to  move 
straight  towards  it,  whether  a  moral  object,  or  the  storm- 
ing of  a  breach,  without  either  calculating,  oreven  ap- 
pearing to  see,  the  diflicuhies  which  were  before  him. 
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At  present,  his  roling  and  impelliDg  motive  w«s  to  de« 
tach  his  beloired  cousin,  if  possible,  from  the  dangerous 
and  discreditable  machinations  in  which  he  suspected  h^r 
to  have  engaged,  ot,  oft  ths  olher  band,  to  discover  that 
she  really  had  no  concern  with  these  stratagems.  He 
should  know  how  to  jvrdge  of  that  In  some  measure,  he 
thought,  by  finding  her  present  or  absetrt  at  the  hut,  to- 
wards which  he  was  now  galloping.  He  had  read,  in- 
deed»  in  some  ballad  or  minstrel's  tale^  of  a  singtilar 
deception  practised  on  a  jealous  old  man,  by  means  of  a 
subterranean  communication  between  his  house  and  that 
of  a  neighbour,  which  the  lady  in  question  made  use  of 
to  present  herself  in  the  two  places  alternately,  with  such 
ifpeed,  and  so  much  address,  that,  after  repeated  exper- 
iments, 4he  dotard  was  deceived  into  the  opinion,  that  his 
wife,  and  the  lady  who  was  so  very  like  her,  and  to  whom 
his  neighbour  paid  so  much  attention,  were  two  difierenC 
persons.  But  in  the  present  case  there  was  no  room  for 
such  a  deception  ;  the  distance  was  too  great,  and  as  he 
took  by  much  the  nearest  way  from  the  castle,  and  rode 
fuU  speed,  it  would  be  impossible  he  knew,  for  his  cousin, 
who  was  a  timorous  horse-woman  even  by  di\y-light,  to 
have  got  home  before  him. 

Her  fathm*  might  indeed  be  displeased  -at  his  interfer- 
ence ;  but  what  title  had  he  to  be  so  ? — ^Was  not  Alice. 
Lee  the  near  relation  of  his  blood,  the  dearest  object  of 
his  heart,  and  would  he  now  abstain  from  an  efibrt  to  save 
her  from  the  consequences  of  a  silly  and  wild  conspiracy, 
because  the  old  knight's  spleen  might  be  awakened  by 
Everard's  making  his  appearance  at  their  present  dwel- 
ling contrary  to  his  commands  ?  No.  He  would  endure 
the  old  man's  harsh  language,  as  he  endujred  the  blast  of 
the  autumn  wind,  which  was  howling  around  him,  and 
swinging  the  crashing  branches  of  the  trees  under  which 
he  passed,  but  could  not  oppose,  ox  even  retard  hi? 
jouroey* 

If  be  found  not  Alice,  as  he  had  reason  to  believe  she 
would  be  absent,  to  Sir  Henry  Lee  himself  he  would  ex- 
plain what  he  had  witnessed.     However  she  -might  haVe 
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■e  uMiiiMnij  to  Am  jig^iog  tfeicU  pmfavamdM 
Woodstock,  -be  coukl  oo(  but  ifamk  it  «as  witkxit  b^ 
fcthw^s  ktiowladge^  w  MV^re  s  Judge  wis  tb«  oU  luiigfal 
of  female  propriety,  aad  ad  sirkt  an  aaaarlor  of  femala 
deeorutn.  He  woahd  take  the  .  sa»e  opport«ttat]r,  he 
diougbt,  of  atatiag  to  him  tl^e  weD'-^roinHled  herpes  he 
evtcHTtmed^  that  his  ihvelliag  at  the  Lodge  might  be 
pndoBged,  and  the  sequeetcalera  removed  ^om  the  royal 
raansida  and  domaioa^  fay  odter  ntieatts  than  those  of  tbe 
abattrd  apeeies  of  intiinidatioQ  whkfa  i^ened  to  be  reaon^ 
ed  10,  4o  scare  them  from  tlwiiee. 

AQ  tlMt  seemed  to  be  so  owsh  within  the  line  of  bta 
doty  a^  a  rektive,  that  it  Vfm  odt  until  he  baked  at  the 
door  of  t^  Rmiiger'a  but,  and  threw  hia  bridte  into  Wild* 
rbke'ihaad^  that  Ei^rard  recolkoted  the  fiery,  bigh^  and 
onbendiiig  character  6f  Sir  Henry  Lee,  and  felt,  evefi 
when  hia  fingers  ^^re  on  the  latch,  a  relnotanee  to  intrude 
himMlf  upon  tbe  presence  of  tbe  irritable  old  knigbu 

But  there  was  ne  tame  for  hesitation^  Bevis,  vlu>  had 
ilrj^dy  bayed  more  thkn  ooee  ffou  within  the  Lodgei 
Was  growing  impatient,  and  Eirerard  had  b«it  jtwt  time  to 
bid  Wildrake  hold  the  horses  until  he  shcmld  send  Joce* 
line  to  his  assistanee,  when  old  Jbao  Ainphmed  the  docir, 
ta  demand  who  was  without  at  that  time  of  the  night. 
To.bave  Ettempted  ahything  like  an  explanation  with 
poor  dame  Joan,  would  "have  been  quite  bopelese  ;  the 
Colonel,  therefore^  put  her  gently  aside,  and  shaking 
himeelf  loose  from  the  hold  die  had  bud  on  bis  ck»ak» 
entered  the  kitchen  of  Joceline's  dwellittg.  Bevis^  who 
had  ad  fenced  to  support  Joan  in  her  ^positieo,  bum- 
bled hia  lion^port,  with  that  weoderlbl  iostinet  which 
eftikea  Us  race  remember  so  long  those  with  whom  tbey 
have  been  familiar,  and  aeknowledged  his  master's  reh^ 
Irre,  by  doing  homage  in  bis  fashion^  wuh  his  jhead  and 
tail. 

Colonel  Everard,  more  uncertain  in  bis  purpose  eTery 
moment  as  tbe  necessity  of  its  execution  drew  aear,  slele 
<iyer  the  floor  like  one  who  treads  in  a  sick  ehavdier^ 
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tnd  opMtsg  the  door  of  liie  ktoior  wfmhmmt  wMi  a 
ilovir  aod  irembliDg  band,  as  be  would  bave  withdnwn 
tbe  curtains  of  a  dying  friend,  be  nw  witbin  tbe  aeane 
frhiofa  we  are  about  to  describe. 

Sir  Henry  Lee  sat  in  a  wicker  arra^cbair  by  tbe  fire. 
He  was  wrapped  in  a  cloak,  aod  bis  limbs  extended  ooa 
stool,  as  if  be  were  suffering  from  gout  or  iodispositioB. 
His  long  wbite  beard  flowing  over  tbe  dark'-coloured  gam 
ment,  gave  bim  more  tbe  appearance  of  a  hermit  than 
of  an  aged  sddier  or  man  of  quality ;  aad  that  cbaracier 
was  increased  by  tbe  deep  and  devout  attention  with 
which  he  listened  to  a  respectable  old  man,  whose  dilap- 
idated dress  showed  still  something  of  the  clerical  habit, 
and  who,  with  a  low,  but  full  and  deep  voice,  was  reading 
the  Evening  Service  according  to  the  Church  of  England. 
Alice  Lee  kneeled  at  the  feet  of  her  £aber,  and  made 
the  responses  with  a  voice  that  might  have  suited  the 
choir  of  angels ;  and  a  modest  and  serious  devotion  which 
suited  the  melody  of  her  tone.  Tbe  face  of  the  offi- 
ciating clergyman  would  bave  been  good-looking^^ad 
it  not  been  (fefigured  with  a  black  patch  wUch  covered 
the  left  eye  and  a  part  of  his  face,  and  had  not  the  fea» 
tures  which  were  visible  been  marked  vnth  the  traces  of 
care  and  suffering. 

When  Colonel  Everard  entered,  tbe  clergyman  raised 
bis  finger,  as  cautioning  him  to  forbear  disturbing  the 
divine  service  of  tbe  evening,  and  pointed  to  a  seat ;  to 
which,  struck  deeply  with  tbe  scene  he  had  witnessed, 
the  intruder  stole  with  as  light  a  step  as  possible,  and 
kneh  devoutly  down  as  one  of  the  little  congregation. 

Everard  bad  been  bred  by  hb  father  what  was  called 
a  Puritan  ;  a  member  of  a  sect,  who,  in  the  primitive 
sense  of  the  word,  were  persons  that  did  not  except 
against  the  doctrines  of  the  Chi»rch  of  England,  or  even 
m  all  respects  against  its  hierarchy,  but  chiefly  dissent- 
ed from  it  on  the  subject  of  certain  ceremonies,  habits, 
and  forms  of  ritual,  which  were  insisted  upon  by  tbe  cele- 
brated and  unfortunate  Laud,  with  ill-timed  tenaciqr. 
But  even  if,  from  the  habits  of  his  father's  house.  Ever- 
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tfd%  opMan*  iMd  kmm  likmetriedly  opposed  ir>  -dia 
doccriaes  of  the  EdgKab  Church,  he  must  htve  been 
reeoiicted  to  ibeio  by  the  regularitj  wkh  which  the  ser- 
vice was  peribmied  in  his  uncle's  family  at  Woodstock, 
who,  during  the  bk>ssoni  of  his  fortunes,  generally  had  a 
chaplain  residing  b  the  Lodge  for  that  special  purpose. 

X  et  deep  m  was  the  habttual  reneration  with  which  he 
beard  the  inpressire  service  of  the  Church,  Everard's 
eyes  could  not  help  straying  towards  Alk^y  and  his 
Noughts  wuidering  to  the  purpose  of  his  presenee  there. 
She  seemed  to  have  recognized  him  at  once,  for  there 
was  a  deeper  gk>w  than  usual  upon  her  cheek,  her  fin- 
gers trembled  as  they  turned  the  leaves  of  her  prayer 
book,  and  her  voice,  lately  as  firm  as  it  was  metodions, 
fiedtered  when  she  repeated  the  reponses.  It  appeared 
to  Everard,  as  far  as  be  could  cdlect  by  the  stolen  glances 
which  he  chreeted  towards  her,  that  the  character  of  her 
beauty,  as  well  as  of  her  outward-appearance,  had  chang«- 
ed  wkh  her  fortunes. 

The  beau^I  and  high-born  jfoung  lady  had  now  ap- 
proached as  nearly  as  possibte  to  the  brown  stuff  dress 
of  an  ordinary  village  maiden  ;  but  what  ^e  had  lost  in 
gaiety  of  appearance,  she  had  gained  as  it  seemed  in 
dignity.  Her  beautiful  light-brown  tresses,  now  folded 
around  her  head,  and  only  curled  where  nature  had  so 
arranged  them,  gave  her  an  air  of  simplicity,  which  did 
not  exist  when  her  head-dress  showed  the  skill  of  a  cu- 
rious tirewoman.  A  li^t  joyous  air,  with  something  ol 
a  humorous  expres«on  which  ^eraed  to  be  looking  foi 
amusement,  had  vanished  before  the  touch  of  affliction,  ' 
and  a  cahn  melancholy  supplied  its  place,  which  seemed 
on  the  watch  to  administer  comfort  to  others.  Perhaps 
^  former  arch,  though  innocent  expresskm  of  counte- 
nance, was  uppermost  in  her.  lover's  recollection,  when 
he  concluded  that  Alice  had  acted  a  part  in  the  disturb- 
ances which  bad  taken  place  at  the  Lodge.  It  is  certain, 
that  when  he  now  boked  upon  her,  it  was  with  shame 
for  havikig  nourished  such  a  suspicion,  and  the  resolu- 
tion to  bdieve  rather  that  the  devil  had  imitated  bet 
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rity  of  the  oext,  fibpuld  bav^  baid  the  iQ4«ttci^y  til  mi^ 
iQ  3uah  ,m«Q(£uirr^  as  be  himself  uiA  otbeip  b^d  b00« 
subjected  to. 

The^  thqugbts  shot  through  tm  niind»  io  fi|^t#  of  tll9 
HOprcipriety  of  iodulgiiig  them  at  such  a  iqoment.  The 
service  now  approached  the  close  ;.  aqd  a  gpod  deal  to 
Colopel  Everard's  surprise  as  well  as  poofMsion^  the  q£^ 
ciating  priest^  ki  firm  a»d  audible  tone»  atid  with  ey^^y 
aurijbute  of  dignity^  prayed  to  tbe  Ahuighty  to  bless  and 
preserve  ''  Our  Sovereign  Xjord^  King  Charlesi  tbe  law^ 
bii  ^nd  undoubted  King  of  these  realms/^  Tbe  |»etitioQ 
Tia  those. days  most  dangerous)  was  proaouiicad  wiibra 
luUf  raised,  and  distinct  articulatioPi  as  if  tlie  priest  cia^-* 
lenged  all  who  beard  bim  to  dissent  if  tbey  dnred.  If 
tbe  republioan  officer  did  not  assent  to  tbe  petitioa^  ke 
though  at  least  it  was  no  time  to  protest  against  it* 

The  service  was  concluded  in  the  usual  manner^  and 
the  little  coqgregation  arose.  -It  now  included  Wildrake, 
who  had  entered  during  the  latter  prayer,  and  was  tbe 
first  of  the  party  to  speak,  running  up  to  the  priest,  and, 
shaking  him  by  the  band  most  heartily,  swearing  at  tbe 
s^me  timei  that  he  truly  rejoiced  to  see  htm.  The  good 
clerg^'mao  returned  the  pressure  v^itb  a  smile,  observing 
he  should  have  believed  his  asseveration  without  an  oath. 
h^  the  meanwhile.  Colonel  Everard  approaching  bis  uo« 
ole's  seat,  made  a  deep  inclinatioa  of  respectf  first  to  Sir 
Henry  Lee,  and  then  to  Alice,  whose  ooJour  now  spread 
from  her  cheek  to  her  brow  and  bosom* 

<<  I  have  to  crave  your  excuse^"  s^id  tbe  Colonel  with 
hesitation,  "  for  having  chosen  for  my  visit*  wbicfa  I  dare 
not  hope  would  be  very  agreeable  at  any  time,  a  season 
most  peculiarly    unsuitable*" 

'^  So  far  from  it,  nephew,"  answered  Sir  Henry,  with 
much  more  mildness  of  manner  than  Everard  bad  dared 
to  expect,  '^  that  your  visits  at  other  times  would  be 
much  more  welcome,  had  we  the  fortune  to  see  you  often 
at  our  hours  of  worship." 
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^  I  hOfo  tlto  tine  tifll  ■om  came,  mr,  Mmu  EtigKA^ 
men  of  all  sects  and  denominations,"  repKeii  EverMpd^ 
^  ^11  he  free  in  conscience  to  worship  in  coiMiion  the 
great  Futfaer,  wham  they  dl  mfter  their  nMnoer  cdl  bjr 
that  ofibctionate  name*" 

'^ }  hope  so  too,  nephew,"  said  the  oM  man,  in  tbi 
Sam*  unahcared  toqe  ;  ^  and  we  will  not  at  present  dis^ 
pme,  whether  you  would  have  ilie  Churefa  of  Engkitd 
DOftleaee  with  the  Cdnveaticde,  or  the  Comrenticle  ceiH> 
fimrm  lothd  Churefa.  h  was,  1  ween,  ibt  (^  selde  j»r« 
fing^rseedflr,  ifaat  you  hare  honotrred  our  poor  dwelMi^, 
whim  to  say  the  tmth;,  tve  dhred  dearce  have  expeeted 
to  see  you  again,  so  coarse  was  our  last  weloeme." 

<^i  should  he  happy  tohelieve,"  said  Coloilel  Everard, 
heskcting,  *^  that — that^n  short  my  presence  wes  mtt. 
now  ee  onWekome  here  as  on  th«t  occasion." 

-"'  Nipbew,"  said  Sir  Henry^  ^U  wiH  be  trmk  widi 
yon.  When  yot  were  last  here,  I  thought  yoa  had  stoiiA 
{$om  ine  a  preciotts  pearl,  which  at  one  time  it  itoidd 
have  beea  my  pride  and  faoppine^s  to  hnre  be0lowed  on 
vou  ;  but  which,  being  such  as  you  ha've  been  of  late^  i 
^muM  b^ry  in  ikd  depdbs  of  the  darth  ritfaer  timti  give 
^  yout  l^iepiitg.  This  eonoiewfaat  chafed,  as  honest  WiH 
isagns  ^Ihe^raeb  huihour  wWch  my  mother  gnvemeJ  i 
^thought  I  was  robbed^  and  1  thou^t  I  aaw  the  robber 
iiefove  me.  1  am  mi9Uiken-*4  am  oot  roUmd  ;  ami  the 
arttempt  withoot  Ae  deed  I  oan  pardon." 

<^  i  wouM  not  ivAUingiy  seek  offence  id  yonr  words,  sir," 
^id  Colonel  Everaid^  ^^  when  thetr  general  jHirport 
founde  kind  ;  but  1  can  protest  before  Heaven,  ^at  my 
eiewn  and  w^hee  towards  ypa  wtii  your  Atnily  are  as 
iftAi  of  aelfiifa  hopes  and  aelfisk  enda,  m  they  are  Iho^bt 
Wilfa  love  to  you  antf  to  yomvaj" 

^I^ee  ua  bear  them,  nau  ;  we  mfe  not  inneli  aeena- 
tomed  ft)  good  wishes  now-a-days  ;  and  their  very  rarity 
will  make  than  weicomej'^ 

^<  I  would  nwHingfyv  Sir  Henry,  mace  y«Q  might  not 
choose  me  to  give  you  a  moee  afiectiniate  naoie,  ooaveri 
those  wishes  into  something  effectua*  for  your  comfort 
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Taiit  Me(,  as  the  worid  now  stiuicis,  is  bad,  and^  I.feai; 
like  to  be  worse." 

''  Worse  than  I  expect,  it  cannot  be.  Nephew,  I  do 
not  shrink  before  mj  changes  of  fortune.  I  shall  wear 
coarser  clothes,— -I  shall  feed  on  more  ordinary  food,— « 
men  will  not  doff  their  cap  to  me  as  they  were  wont, 
when  I  was  the  great  and  the  wealthy.  What  of  that  t 
Old  Hariy  Lee  loved  his  honour  better  than  bis  title, 
bis  faith  faster  than  his  land  and  lordship.  Have  I  not 
seen  the  30di  df  January  ?  I  am  neither  Philomath  not 
astrologer  ;  but  old  Will  teaches  me,  that  when  green 
leaves  fall  winter  is  at  hand,  and  that  darkness  will  come 
when  the  sun  sets." 

^*  Bediink  you,  sir,"  said  Cokmel  Kverard,  ^  if,  with- 
out any  submissieu  asked,  any  oath  taken,  any  engage* 
ment  imposed,  express  or  tacit,  excepting  that  you  ar« 
not  to  excite  disturbances  in  the  public  peace,  you  can 
be  restored  to  your  reddenoe  in  the  Lodge,  and  your 
usual  fortunes  and  perquisites  there-^I  have  great  rea^- 
son  to  hq>e  tins  may  be  permitted,  if  not  expressly,  at 
least  on  suftrance." 

^*  Tes,  I  understand  you.  I  am  to  be  treated  like  tbe 
royal  coin,  marked  with  die  ensign  of  the  Rurap^  t»  make 
it  pass  current,  although  I  am  too  old  to  hav§  the  royal 
insignia  grinded  off  from  me  f  Kinsman,  I  wiU  have  none 
of  this.  I  have  lived  at  the  Lodge  too  long  ;  and  let  m^ 
tell  you,  I  had  left  it  in  scorn  long  since,  but  for  tbe 
orders  of  one  whom  I  may  yet  live  toMlo  service  t>.  I 
will  take  nothing  from  the  usurpers,  be  their  name  Rump 
or  Cromwell— be  they  one  devil  or  legion^-1  will  not 
take  from  them  an  old  cap  to  cover  my  grey  hairs-— a 
cast  cbak  to  protect  my  frail  limbs  from  tbe  ooM. 
They  shall  not  say  they  have  by  their  unwilling  boun^, 
made  Abraham  rich — I  will  live,  as  I  will  die,  the  Loyal 
Lee.  • 

'^  May  I  hope  you  will  think  of  it,  sir ;  and  that  jrou 
will,  perhaps,  considermg  what  slight  submission  is  ask* 
ed,  give  me  a  better  answer  ?" 


**  Sir,  if  I  r«traet  my  qpinioa,  wbicb  is  not  pcgr  wotfXf 
you  shall  bear  of  iu^-^And  now,  cousin,  have  you  more 
to  say  f    We  keep  that  worthy  clergynao  b  the  outer 
.room."  ^ 

*^  Something  I  had  to  say — something  touching  my 
cousin  Alice,"  said  Everard,  with  embarrassment ;  **  but 
I  fear  that  the  prejudices  of  both  are  so  strong  against 
me " 

**  Sir,  I  dare  turn  my  daughter  loose  to  you— I  will  go 
join  the  good  doctor  in  daipe  Joan's  apartment.  I  am 
not  unwilUng  that  you  should  know  that  the  girl  hath,  in 
all  reasooaUe  sort,  the  exerciae  of  her  firee-wilK" 

He  withdrew,  and  left  the  cousins  together. 

Colonel  Everard  advanced  to  Alice,  and  was  about  to 
take  her  hand.  She  drew  back,  took  the  seat  which  bar 
father  had  occupied,  and  pointed  out  to  him  one  at  some 
distance. 

^'  Are  we  then  so  much  estranged,  my  dearest  Alice  f" 
lie  said. 

<<  We  will  speak  of  that  preseptjyi"  she  replied.  ''  In 
the  first  place  let  me  ask  the  cause  of  your  visit  here  at 
so  late  an  hourt" 

"  You  beard,"  said  Everard,  "  what  I  suted  to  your 
father?" 

<^  I  did  ;  but  that  seems  to  have  been  omfy  part  of 
your  errand-*-something  there  seemed  to  be  which  ap 
plied  particularly  to  me." 

"  It  was  a  fancy — a  strange  mistake,"  answered  Eve 
rard.  *<  May  I  ask  if  you  have  been  abroad  this  evening  f" 

"  Certainly  not,"  she  replied.  "  I  have  small  temp^ 
tation  to  wander  from  my  present  home,  poor  as  it  is  ; 
and  whilst  here,  I  have  important  duties  to  discharge. 
But  why  does  Colonel  Everard  ask  so  strange  a  ques* 
tion  ?" 

*^  Tell  me  in  turui  why  your  cousin  Markham  has  lost 
the  name  of  friendship  and  kindred,  and  even  of  some 
Dearer  feeling,  and  then  I  will  answer  you,  Alice. 

^*  It  is  soon  answered,"  she  said*  *'  When  you  drew 
your  sword  against  my  father's  cause-^almost  against  his 
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|>er^n^^  dttKHecf,  mote  than  I  shotiM  bare  ildne,  fo'find 
excuse  for  you.  I  ktiew,  that  is,  f  thought  I  kttevr;  jrbt* 
high  feelings  of  j^btic  duty — I  fcn^tr  tlie  opinidits  in 
which  you  have^een  bred  up  ;  and  I  said^  I  will  ndt,- 
even  for  this,  east  him  6ff--Ae  opposes  his  King  because 
he  is  loyal  to  his  country.  You  endearotired  to  avert  the 
great  and  concluding  tragedy  of  the  30th  of  January  ; 
and  it  confirmed  me  in  my  opinion,  that  MarkhanT"Ever- 
ard  might  be  misled  j  but  couM  not  be  Base  or  sel^fisli." 

**  And  what  has  changed  your  opinion,  Alice  ?  or  vrho 
dare,'*  said  Everard,  reddenmg,  **  attaeh  such  epithei? 
to  the  name  of  Markham  Everard  ?" 

"  I  am  no  subject,**  she  said,  "for  exercising  your 
valour.  Colonel  Everard,  nor  do  I  mean  to  ofiend.  But 
you  will  find  enough  of  others  who  twfl  avow,  that  Colo- 
nel Everard  is  truckKng  to  the  usurper  Cromwell,  and 
that  all  his  fair  pretexts  of  forwarding  his  country's  lib- 
erties, are  but  a  screen  for  driving  a  bargain  with  a  suc- 
cessful encroacher,  and  obtaining  the  best  terms  he  can 
-for  himself  and  his  family.** 

^Vor  myselfU-Kever  !*• 

"  But  for  your  family  you  have — ^Yes,  I  am  weH  as* 
mttdd  that  you  have  pointed  out  to  the  military  tyrant,  the 
way  in  which  he  and  his  satraps  may  master  the  govern* 
metit.  Vh  you  think  niy  firdier  or  I  would  accept  an 
asylum  purchased  at  the  price  of  En^nd*s  liberty  and 
your  honour  .^*' 

**  Oracfous  Heaven,  Alice,  what  is  this  f  you  accuse 
me  of  pursuing  the  very  coinrse  which  so  lately  had  your 
approbation  P 

**  When  you  spoke  with  authority  of  your  father,  and 
recommended  otrr  submission  to  the  eti^ng  government, 
such  as  ft  was,  I  own  I  thought—that  my  father's  grey 
head  might,  without  dishonour,  have' remained  under  the 
roof  where  it  had  so  fong  been  sheltered.  But  did  your 
father  sanction  your  becoming  the  adviser  of  yonder  am- 
bitious soldier  to  a  new  course  of  innovation,  and  his 
abettor  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  species  of  tyranny  ? 
•—It  is  one  thing  to  submit  to  oppression,  another  to  be 
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uhe    agent  of  l}Tants — And  O,  Markham — their  blood- 
hound !" 

"  How  i  blood-hound  ? — what  mean  you  ? — I  own  it 
is  true  I  could  see  with  content  the  wounds  of  this  bleeding 
country  stanched,  even  at  the  expense  of  beholding  Croni' 
well,  after  his  matchless  rise,  take  ayet  farther  step  ti^ 
power — but  to  be  his  blood-hound  !  What  is  your  mean 
ing  !" 

*^  It  isfalse,  then?— Ah,  I  thought  I  coAld  swear  it  had  beer 
false-" 

"  What,  in  the  tiame  of  God,  is  Ft  you  ask  .^" 

**  It  is  false  that  you  are  engaged  to  betray  the  young 
King  of  Scotland  ?" 

"  Betray  him  !  /betray  him,  or  any  fugitive  ?  Never  ! 
I  would  he  were  well  out  of  England — ^I  would  lend  bim 
my  aid  to  escape,  were  he  io  the  house  at  this  instant; 
and  think  in  acting  so  I  did  his  enemies  good  service,  by 
preventing  their  soiling  themselves  with  his  blood — but 
betray  him,  never  !" 

^<  I  knew  it — I  was  sure  it  was  impossible.  Oh,  be 
yet  more  honest ;  disengage  yourself  from  yonder  gloomy 
and  ambitious  soldier  !  Shun  him  and  bis  schemes,  which 
are  formed  in  injustice,  and  can  only  be  realized  in  yet 
more  blood.'* 

**  Believe  me,"  replied  Everard,  "  that  I  choose  tbe 
line  of  policy  best  befitting  the  times." 

**  Choose  that,"  she  said,  <<  which  best  befits  duty, 
Markham — which  best  befits  truth  and  honour.  Do  your 
duty,  and  let  Providence  decide  the  rest.-— -Farewell  ! 
we  tempt  my  father's  patience  too  far*— you  know  bis 
temper — farewell,  Markham." 

She  extended  her  hand,  which  be  pressed  to  his  lips^ 
and  left  the  apartment.  A  silent  bow  to  his  uflcle,  and  a 
sign  to  Wildrake,  whom  be  found  in  the  kitchen  of  the 
cabin,  were  the  only  tokens  of  recognition  exhibited,  and 
leaving  the  hut,  he  was  soon  mounted,  and,  mth  his  com- 
panion, advanced  on  his  return  to  the  Liodge. 

16      TOL.    I. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


-Deadf  are  done  oo  earthy 


Wbich  have  their  puniihineiit  ere  the  earth  doaw 

Upon  the  perpetrators.    Be  it  the  working 

Of  the  renMMTse-stirr'd  fancy,  or  the  visiop, 

Distinct  and  real,  of  unearthly  being. 

All  ages  witness,  that  beside  the  couch 

Of  the  fell  homicide  oft  stalks  the  ghost 

Of  him  he  slew,  and  shows  the  shadowy  wound. 

Old  Play. 

EyERARDhad  come  to  Joceline's  hut  as  fast  as  hor^e 
could  bear  him,  and  with  the  same  impetuosity  of  purpose 
as  of  speed.  He  saw  no  choice  in  the  course  to  be  ptav 
sued,  and  felt  in  his  own  imagination  the  strongest  right 
to  direct,  and  even  reprove,  his  cousin,  beloved  as  she 
was,  on  account  of  the  dangerous  machinations  with  which 
she  appeared  to  have  connected  herself.  He  returned 
slowly,  and  in  a  very  different  mood. 

Not  only  had  Alice,  prudent  as  beautiful,  appeared 
completely  free  from  the  weakness  of  conduct  which 
seemed  to  give  him  some  authority  over  her,  but  her 
views  of  policy,  if  less  practicable,  were  so  much  more 
direct  and  noble  than  his  own,  as  ted  him  to  question 
whether  be  had  not  compromised  himself  too  rashly  with 
Cromwell,  even  although  the  state  of  the  country  was  so 
greatly  divided  and  torn  by  faction,  that  the  promotion  of 
the  General  to  the  possession  of  the  executive  govern- 
,ment  seemed  the  only  chance  of  escaping  a  renewal  of 
the  Civil  War.  The  more  exalted  and  purer  sentiments 
of  Alice  lowered  him  in  his  own  eyes  ;  and  though  un- 
shaken in  bis  opinion,  that  it  were  better  the  vessel 
should  be  steered  by  a  pilot  having  no  good  title  to  the 
office,  than  that  she  should  run  upon  the  breakers,  ho 
felt  that  he  was  not  espousing  the  most  direct,  manly 
and  disinterested  side  of  the  question. 
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As  he  rode  od,  inunersed  in  these  uopleasaet  contem- 
idatioos,  and  considerably  lessened  in  hJ0  own  esteem  by 
what  bad  happened,  Wildrake,  who  rode  by  his  side,  and 
was  no  friend  to  long  silence,  began  tp  enter  into  conver- 
sation. **  I  have  been  thinking,  Mark,"  said  he,  *<  that 
if  you  and  I  had  been  called  to  the  bar — as,  by  the  by, 
has  been  in  danger  of  happening  to  me  in  more  senses 
than  one— I  say,  had  we  become  barristers,  I  would  have 
bad  the  better  oiled  tongue  of  the  two— the  fiBiirer  art  of 
persuasion."  « 

'*  Perhaps  so,"  replied  Everard,  '*  though  I  never  beard 
thee  use  any,  save  to  induce  an  usurer  to  lend  thee  mon- 
ey, or  a  taverner  to  abate  a  reckoning." 

'^  And  yet  this  day,  or  rather  night,  1  could  have,  as  I 
think,  made  a  conquest  which  baffled  you." 

*'  Indeed  ?"  said  the  Colonel,  becoming  attentive. 

**  Why,  look  you,"  said  Wildrake,  *'  it  was  a  main  ob* 
ject  with  you  to  induce  Mistress  Alice  Lee — By  Heaven, 
she  is  an  exquisite  creature— I  approve  of  your  taste, 
Mark — ^Isay,  you  desired  to  persuade  her,  and  the  stout 
old  Trojan  her  father,  to  consent  to  return  to  the  Lodge, 
and  live  there  quietly,  and  under  connivance,  like  gen- 
tlefolk, instead  of  lodging  in  a  hut  hardly  fit  to  harbour 
a  Tom  of  Bedlam." 

^*  Thou  art  right ;  such,  indeed,  was  a  great  part  of  my 
object  in  this  visit,"   answered  Everard. 

"  But,  perhaps,  you  also  ei^pect^  to  visit  there  your** 
self,  and  so  keep    watch  over  pretty  Mistress  Lee — eh  ?" 

'<  I  never  entertained  so  selfish  a  thought,"  said  Eve-* 
rard  ;  <^  and  if.  this  nocturnal  disturbuice  at  the  mansion 
were  explained  and  ended,  I  would  ioMntly  take  my 
departure." 

**  Your  friend  Noll  would  expect  something  more  frooEi 
you,*'  said  Wildrake — "  he  would  expect,  in  case  the 
Knight's  reputation  for  loyalty  should  draw  any  of  our 
poor  exiles  and  wanderers  about  the  Lodge,  that  you 
should  be  on  the  watch,  and  ready  to  snap  them.  In  a 
word — as  far  as  I  can  understand  hi^  long-winded  speech- 
e»^-he  would  have  Woodstock  a  tiap,  your  -untie  ami  his 


piiMRTf 'daMfjImrllM  Ml  ^flotrtl?Wtttll»oiPti'  tfMAtig'fanr 
CtAotS  paHiM  <fir  the  <»«ipariWMi-^ywi  ib«  ^jpriig^-AI 
Wifioh  i^omld  l)8r  ibeir  edcftp#--1iis  LortfftMp  liirftseir 
b$it%  tbe  freat  jgrimallEifi  to  mttem  tii»y  ^rb  16  be  g?VM 
liwr  to  *pe  4«voiired.^*  ^ 

^'  Oared  Crmmrell  nfientioti  thh  to  it^^  kl  estpreM 
terms  ?**  Mid  Everard,  puBkig  «p  Ms  beirse,  tmd  siejpp^ 
in  the  ttiidst  of  fte  read. 

•«  Ney,  «ot  fn  expiwi^  terms,  whkk  I  de  ntft  bdfe¥« 
he  ever  used  in  his  life — ^jrou*  might  as  weB  ^specA^ 
dtiiMkeii^Miii  to  go  iMfaight  forward  |  but  li«  itM^tmited  as 
muoh  40  ikie,  «Dd  iiMKeated  tliai  fou  tniglitt  desev^  li«H 
of  him — Gadzo— die  4ttnHieUe  pi<opestd  Micks  iti  my 
tbreat^^y  betraying  iMir  noUe  Md  rtgblfti]  King,  {here 
he  pulled  off  his  hat,)  whom  Ood  g)rftrit  k  health  and 
wealth  lofig  to  rergn,  as  the  Mrevfhy  clergyman  >says, 
diougfa  I  fear  just  now  hts  Itfajesty  is  both  sidt  attd  sorry^ 
wad  never  a  penny  in  his  pouch  to  boot." 

**  This  tallies  with  what  Alice  bitited,**  Sitid  Ererart  j 
^  but  how  could  she  Imew  it  f  didst  jthoii  give  her  «ny 
hint  of  9«»ch  a  thing  r^ 

<*  I  ?'*  replied  tibe  cavaKer,  ^  i^  who  never  ^saw  Mistress 
AKee  in  my  life  liH  t^tfighc^  and  Ibett  einly  far  aniikscitfit 
— zooks,  man,  how  is  that  possible  ?^ 

**  True,*'  replied  Everard,  and  Mettned  tost  in  thought. 
At  length  he  spoke*-^^  I  should  t^  CronfWell  to  account 
for  bis  bad  opinion  of  me  f  for  ev«i»  thongli  not  setious- 
}y  expressed,  but,  as  I  am  convinced  it  was,  with  the  sole 
view  of  proving  yo«i,  and  peitiaps  fnyMtf,  it  was,  nfever* 
dieless,  a  miscons«rucffon  le  be  rssented.** 

^  HI  carry  a  cartel  for  you,  with  all  my  bei»t  and  soul,** 
said  Wildrake  ;  **  and  turn  out  with  his  godliness^  Sie^ 
eond,  "Wkh  as  good  wi)l«fS  I  ev«r  drmk  a  glass  of  siick.'* 

^  Psbaw,^  replied  Everard,  **  those  in  bis  high  place 
fight  no  single  combats.-^Biyt  tell  tne,  Roger  Wihfrak«, 
Adst  ibou  tii^seir  think  vne  capable  ^  the  Ailsehood  and 
treachery  implied  in  such  a  message  f " 

^  i  P'  exclaimed  Wildrake.-^*  MaHcbam  Kverard 
rou  bave  been  my  early  friend,  my  constant  benefectDf . 


^Kbm  Qmkhmmw  «m  reAiMd^  you  aaifod  me  ftoM  the 
gaJlows,  and  since  that  thou  hast  tweoQ^  taaies  tavied  oie 
imibstarvn^^  Bui^hgr  Hettveo,  if  I  thought  you  capa- 
Ue  o£  aucb  leiBaajr  a*  y>e«r  G^Mral  recoiQiaeMledt— ligii 
ymmder  blue  stiy»;aiid  all  the  works  of  ei%atioa  wUeh  k 
bendsiOivMylwodclfllidhijmi  witkmy  own  hand  !" 

<^  Deadi,"  Nfked  EYWvd^  "^  I  diould  indeed  dex 
serve!,  but  ant  isom-  you  perhaps  i^-^hv^  fortunately^  I 
Monot,  i£  £  wotildy  be  goiky  of  tkm  taeacbery  you  would 
puniidi*  Know  ibat  Ii  had  this  day  seeret  ootioe).  andl  fme 
Crofiaweil  hUnadf^  thi^lbe  young  man  has  esoapad  by  sea 
feom  Brieiotif' 

^  NoOTvGod  Abiightgr  ha  Uassed^  who  proleeied  hioa 
through  so  many  daagecs;;"  axebiosed  WiUralMhr«w 
^  Muua  l«<-Up  hearts»xaaafiets!<^l^ey  forcasrdiers!**-^ 
God  bless  King  Charles  !— MqoQ'  and  si&fls»  cateh<  JUf 
bat  P-^-aadshfi  thaean  i%  up  aaihigb  ashe  oeidd  into  dieair. 
The  cetoaliaLbodiea<ad)ielL  be  invoked  did  oolrcoeiiie  thft 
presoni.  dkqMtt»hed  to>  ttieai  $.  bui^  as  in<thaiea0&ef  Sk 
Henry:  ileef8ISQabbard^  na  oldtgnaded  oak  hensanei  a  «»» 
eoodb  tiuieidiei  reaeptadeof  ai  waif'  i«id  steigr  of  loyal  en-* 
thnmam.  Wilirahe<k>okiad  mik^r  fiK»tfsb  tl  tbe>cmuai-« 
stance^  aindthis  fisend  IqoJb  the  afqpaitiuut)^  oCadnDoishiafB 

''  Am  dKHanot^aabamed  toiheavtha^seFlike  aiaoheol-i 
boy  ?" 


Whyi^"  and  Wildnikev  ^  liham^biife  Mb*)  a  Vmr 
tan's  bat  upon  a  loyal  errand.  I  laugh  .to  thjjik  belt 
Miiqr<o£  tbeisebeolchDys  thaiattdWftt;af  imU  h»  ^ated 
iito  elifloAin§^:that  Ipatlwfd  .nei»  jieiig^j  eiyeedQ|^  to  fin4 
then  ait  afifseanaB  naluHlwai  bii4  m  yondtovuMMiMd 

^Huak  npat^i&wfaodrtiflitoiviDdjklf^uas  a|M(ik  eetar* 
^"*s»iiIiv^lMKbi  '«^C!llarleiilialieaa4|^«idJaiih|^ 
ef  it..   I.iqmU  wiyingl}ivhaile  .Maktuaa  mmbisi  fatiterfa 
Ibneme  hp  etMnfi9sitinti|rhiii«.iiotfl9Ttherfi)iM.ef  d^^ 
tisb  army,  and  the  incensed  and  YtfhgefeilMn|i|liiBtni     ■  V 


<<  Master  Markfaam  Everard,"  began  the  cavaficTi  iii« 
cerrupcing  him 

''  Nay,  hu^,  dear  Wildrake/?  said  Everard ;  **  let « 
Dot  dispute  a  point  on  which  we  cannot  agree,  and  give 
■ae  leaFe  to  go%ii.-'*-I  say,  since  the  young  man  has  ea* 
caped,  Cromwell's  offensive  and  injurious  stipulation  falls 
lo  the  ground  ;  and  I  see  not  why  my  uncle  and  his  fam- 
ily should  not  again  enter  their  own  house,  under  the 
same  terms  of  connivance  as  many  other  royalists.  What 
may  be  incumbent  on  me  is  different,  nor  can  I  deterouoe 
my  course  until  I  have  an  interview  witb-  the  General, 
which,  as  I  think,  will  end  in  his  confessing  that  be  tlirew 
in  this  dffensive  proposal  to  sound  us  both.  It  is  much 
io-bis  manner  ;  for  he  is  blunt,  and  never  sees  or  feels 
the  punctilious  honour  wbich  the  gallants  of  die  day 
stretch  to  such  delic^aey." 

•  ^*  ni  acquit  him  of  baving  any  punctilio  about  4]im,'* 
said  Wildrake,  ^*  either  touching  honour  or  honesty .-^^ 
Now  to  come  back  to  where  we  started.-^Supposing  ycMi 
were  not  to  reside  in  person  at  the  Lodge,  and  to  forbear 
even  visiting  there  unless  on  invitation,  when  such  a  tfaung^ 
can  be  brought  about,  I  tell  you  frankly,  I  think  your  un^' 
deand  his  daugbter  migbl  be  induced  to  come  back  to 
the  Lodge,  and  reside  there  as  usual.  At  least. ibe 
clergyman,  that  worthy  oM  cock,  gave  me  to  hope  as 
much." 
i  ^^'fle  bad  bc^eii'  bas^  is  bestowmg  his  coi^enee,''  said 
Bvdrard.        '   -^ 

^»  MlVue,^  replied  Wildraka J  '' to  confided  in  mei^ 
imdd  ^i  for :  he  instanlfy  bslW  ny  regard  for  the  church.  I 
ftankfleavenlnever  passed  a  clergyman  in  his  ononis 
cals  without  pulling  my  bat  off— (and  thoui  knowest,  tiis 
noBt  deM>erate  duel  I  ever  fought  was  witb  y^eung  Gray- 
less  ofi  tne  Iim^r  Temple^  for = taking  the  wall  o£  the  Rev»- 
eirend  Dpi  Bunee;)-»oAii,  I  can  gain  a  chaplain 's-^ear 
i^stai^tly.  :  Gadsbc^B,  they  know  whom  tbey  have  to  trust 
(b4n'Sudi«pDeas>&^''    ' 

*'  Dost^ou  think  then,"  said  Colonel  £iieratti;  **  or 
rather  does  this  clergyman  think,  that  if  they  were  secure 
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»r  intrasimi  from  me,  the  fwcoStj  woaM  return  to  the 
Lodge,  supposing  the  intruding  Commissbners  gone,  and 
this  nocturnal  disturbance  explained  and  ended  ?*' 

«  The  oW  Knight,"  answered  Wildrake,  "  may  be 
wrought  upon  by  the  Doctor  to  return,  if  he  is  secure 
against  intrusion.  As  for  disturbances,  the  stout  old  boy, 
so  far  as  I  can*learn  in  two  minutes'  conversation,  laughs 
at  all  this  turmoil  as  the  work  of  mere  imagination,  the 
consequence  of  the  remorse  of  their  own  evil  conscien-, 
ces  ;  and  says  that  goblin  or  devil  was  never  heard  of  at 
Woodstock,  until  it  became  the  residence  of  such  men  as 
they,  who  have  flow  usurped  the  possession." 

^  There  is  more  than  imagination  in  it,1^  said  Ever- 
ard.  **  I  have  personal  reason  to  know  there  is  some 
conspiracy  carrying  on,  to  render  the  house  untenable 
by  the  Commissioners.  I  acquit  my  uncle  of  accession 
to  such  a  silly  trick  ;  but  I  must  see  it  ended  ere  I  can 
agree  to  his  and  my  cousin's  residing  where  such  a  con- 
federacy exists  ;  for  they  are  likely  to  be  considered  ad 
the  contrivers  of  such  pranks,  be  the  actual  agent  who  he 
may." 

^  With  reverence  to  your  better  acquaintance  with  the 
gentleman,  Everard,  I  diouM  rathc^  suspect  the  ok) 
fiitherof  Puritans  (I  beg  yoor  pardon  sgain)  has  some* 
iSiing  Xb  do* 'with  tbe  business  ;  and  i(  eo,  Lucifer  wil 
never  look  near  tbetttie  old  Knight'd  beard,  nor  abide  ft 
glance  of  yonder  maiden's  intiocent  blue  eyes.  1  wiH  up- 
hold them  as  ^e  as  pure  gold  in  a  miserV  chest." 

'^iSawest'tficIa  aught'  thyself^  which  makes  thee  ihiok 
tbus?'^-  ''''"'•  •  - 

'<*N6t  «  ^ulM  ^f  the  deviPs  pfarion  saw  I,"  replied 
W9drake.  ,  *^He  supposes  himself  too  secure  of  an  oM 
eiCvalie^^  #hd  nkist'  steat,*  hai^^  or  drown  in  the  kxig  run,* 
so  he  gives  himself  no  trouble  to  look  after  the  assured 
bt^ty  'Vut  Iheiehrd  tbe^serrhy^felkMvs  prate  of  "what 
they  hud  seen  and  beard  ;  and  though  their  tales  %vere 
confused  enough,  yet  if  there  wisr^iny  truth  among  them 
tt  dl,!'  i^hobld  say  ^e  devU  must  hate  been  m  the  dance 


"riend, — who  art  Aoq,?" 

^'  A  poor  day-labourer  iq  the  grJ9^  work  oC  Euigluid 
— rJoseiph.  Torokkw  by  oanj^-^Secretwryy  to  «  godiy  and 
well-endowed  leadej?  in  tbispppr  Cbifi^tiao  aany  of  £i»g« 
lapd,  eaJM  General  Harrisoo." 

"  What  new3.  Master  TomlUnst  ?"  said  Everard^ 
^^  and  why  are  you  on  the  road  at  this  late  hour  f " 

"  I  speak  to  tbi^  worthy  Colonel  Ev^rard,  as,  I  judge?" 
said^Tooikin^,;,  '^  aj^d  truly  I  am  glad  of  meeting  your, 
honour.— HeayeU)  kpoiA^^,  1  need  such  assistance  w 
yours. — O  wpfthy  ma^er  Eyerard  !— Here  has  heea  n 
sounding  o(|trjurppets,  £^pd  a,  breaking  of  Tials,  and  a 
pouring  fer^^  ^ — r^" 

"  Pirijhee  1^  me,  in  brief,  what  is  the  i^^Uer — ^wbere 
i,9,  thy  a^stpr-^^^^dfi^  ai  WP^d^  what  has  haf>pened  ?" 

*«  J^y  oi^st^r  is  <?1q^^  k^f  parking  it  in  the  little,  ii^eadr. 
ow,  be^i/d^;  th^  bwg«QU^  (^  which  i^  ^aJltd  by,  the  iwwfe 
oil  Urn  Iftlet  Mao  ;  ride,  hpt  tj^p.^tfps.  fpwwA  aijd  youi 
m^y, 9f^ bioi  Wj^jyWii*  s^Mi%  t£^ ^d.&Q»i a^^a^oii^  allth^ 
while  the  naked  weapon." 

Upw/pr<wi^flf  ftp  dfr«fftftd>  b»>  ?wth,a^.  littlp.iioise 
^,  pos#^,  t}i^  desw^d .  11,  i»ftn,.  w^m.  qf  cour^e^  tbex. 
cQAckided  r^M^j^  b^iHtarrif<W,;WalkiPg;tQ;afld  ftp  beueatt^ 
\i^jKi9g%  Oak»  1^  %iftpn|iael  Mpd«r.«^\mfe  bMt  wiA  «w>rer 
wiJd/)«8s,Qfi  d^rwwn0w>  T^rtr^fuppf?  t;be,  Iwfles  didi 
nqtjeftM^)^  hiih^%$]i^d  tlwy,  heard  Wp  o^U,  wt»*&if  ^ti 
the  head^lh#b«6ftd#-TrTMj<i,oww^ik^^ 
-7mHUr^^3Wnwgil?fiii«>flf  8«J»«W«S^IHJj  feibi«P*y»u,.«ball 
turn  them  aside,  as  a  bull  would  toss  a  cur-dog. — Is>ovi(^t 
ypacipikes,  BtiU».in^  JbiM(tStlte:  ^n^fsewrfldt  ngw^O^^ur 
feltTTidwftWijW^iftM'igbfcllllfle^i^l^ 

tfeat^iS'tbftiwtidt?' 

*«  Jn,tbet4l«fn#/^i  BU^Wi^bow^^rfww  op?  vbat  isr  bft 
^lki«g?'f  sfttdfEjfewi^d  y.  *<  whwr^&rejdpef^he  g^/abwfc 
wiU»:k^iWfiftp0ai  irmffil-         j 

«.  TBriiljr,  siiw^W  .mi|^di»¥¥*>*  »5^ .  HippHWi  G|Bii^4 
Harrison,  be  is  something  rapt  in  the  spirit,  and  conceiyes 


iwttfe  of  .AmisHUm-N^mi  Sm  bisfWaapoD^afank^  mkAy 

l^pi«)Hi}s^  Thtm  «^{ooii  imwi  iO(  tho  pulpit,  mmI  l  dcwm 
nw^rof  lbj^;«M|iittg  l«»glNi8a«.  1,  kHpw  iIkmi  canii  ap6«k< 
intallitf b^bH^Mit^  .«rt,49  m»ded»  BeAMiiiber,  I  iit«jr« 
smfe  4H)  l)Mnivtb«ft<;jfMi6)ii^  ^ii>bppe.or  feac  tojFibiogi 
otHin^  p«it,,]Hl9Wer/8trajgblrfomw^Wb«t  baslMfpm* 
ed.Uh  4riFaf«i9titbiriiMs|^r{to.ibe(  wldnood  MitfaU  tuMoi 

''  Falr6Q0^^  jWArl^i  a«i4  boMMrod  airn  I  wiU  spuak  whb 
tb^',pffM^iQM•IlJm}r•,:  Tmi^ittiauandi  oC  vArily,  tbai  tbe 
l^«^  Qfi  ipii%ii«hk^  i^  i«l-lMsnQalril%  foefb  fertb  andt 

'(  H««i^>yQi),,3if,"  $aid  Col»Q#l  Kv^Mrdv  '*  take  care 
wbeiiG^.j/^(»Mi  raii»bia>i»yxMur'OPflr«#pf)Bd^«(ee  with  me.    You 
hi^s;e  t^^ir4.J»Qiv^'«dt  thehgreitl  baHlea£  Db^btr  in^Spotland 
tbe<7^tikMBlbknafdf  beTdlBipiaioLtp  tbe^beiH}  of  L^le&- 
tm  £l^$iQim4ftttbr4fflieei^4%aboMl¥^  brain 

if.be  did  not  give  up  holding  forth,  and  puthis  a()^adrQD  id 
lin^  toi  the  front*    Talo,ciire,  nrJ' 

^<  \^erilji«  tliQ  lieuietiAnt,tb«Oicbarsipdi  wiib  ao  e^^on  and 
unbroken  order,"  said  Tom  kins,  *^  and.  tfqre  a  tiiovsand. 
plaids  a)»d  bonnet^'OKer' tba-be$cb  befoie.  bito  into  the 
8jea»,  Neiibor  shall  I  pTieteifnji  or  poa^pcme  yoor  bonoiir'» 
ooBMiMi&cb).  tM. ap««dilj  obi»jr,.tbfw,  apd^  that-  wMbout 

"  Gk^  to»i  fellow,  I  tbou,  bnoweat  wibat  I  woidd  faaYe," 
said  Everard  ;  "  speak  atOBee-^  know  tbou  canal  if 
diQU.  wiil(»  Tmaty  Toaiki{»a.ia:better.  known  than  be 
thinks  for*" 

*^  WcHitby  sir,"  said  Tomkixis,^  in  a  nwcb  leas  peri- 
phrastic style,  ^*  I  will  ob«^  yonr  wossbip  aa  fajr  as  the 
spirit  wiU  permit.  Truly », it  wasi  not  an  hour  since, 
wheio  nay'  worabipAil  master  being  at  table  wiib  Master 
Bibbet  and  myself,  not  to  mention  the  worshipful  Maatei; 
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BletsoD  imd'Ct^bel'Defboroagk,  tad  ^ebddtli^:  #fli 
s  mleot  knooluDg  at  the  gate,  as  of  mte  in  basie.  NoW^' 
6f  a -eertaintjr,  so  much  had  our  houtebold  beeaibaras*^ 
edwitb'witebes  and  spirits,  and  other  objeois  lif  sound' 
and  sight,  that  the  sentinels  could  not  be  hrougbt  lo  abid# 
tqion  theit*  pbsts  without  doors,  and  k  was  oidy  by  jpro- 
^sioa  of  beef  and  strong  liquors  that  we  were  able  t0 
niaintahi  a  gnard  of  tht'ee  men  in  the  ball,  who  never* 
tbeless  ventui^d  not  to  open  the  door,  lest  they  sbotfld 
be:surpi4s6d  with  sqfpe  of  the  goblins  wherewith  their 
imaginations  were  overwhelmed.  And  tbey  beard  the 
knocking,  which  increased  until  it  seemed  ibat  the  door 
was  well  nigh  about  to  be  beaten  down.  Worthy  Master 
Bibbet  was  a  little  overcome  with  liquor,  (as  is  bis  fadi- 
ion,  good  man j  about  this  time  of  the  evening,)  not  that 
he  is  in  the  least  tgiven  toebriety,  but  sitnpfy;  diat  since 
the  Scottish  campaign  he  bath  had  a  perpetual  ague, 
Whicii  obliges  hto  s6  to  nourish  his  -frame  ngiafittst  the 
damps  of  the  night ;  wherefore,  as  it  is  well  known  to' 
vour  honour  that  I  discharge  the  office  of  a  faithful  ser>-' 
vant  as  well  to  Major-General  Harrisbn,  and  the  odier 
Commissioners,  as  to  my  just  and  lawful  master.  Colonel 
Desboroogh-;— ^*; 

^^  I  know  all  that. — ^And  now  that  thou  art  trusted  by 
both,  I  pray  to  Heaven  thou  may'st  merit  the  trust," 
said  Cblonel 'Everard: 

«  And  devoutly  do  I  pray,"  said  Tomkins,  "  that 
your  worshi(yftil  prayers  may  be  answered  with  iavour  ; 
for  certainly  to  be,  and  to  be  called  and  entitled,  Honesf 
Joe,  and  Trusty  Tomkins,  is  to  me  more  than  ever  w6uld 
be  an  EarPs  title,  were  such  things  to  be  granted  anew  in 
this*  regenerated  government." 

**  Well,  go  on — go  on— or  if  thou  dalliest  much  long- 
er, I  will  make  bold  to  dispute  the  article  of  your  hon- 
esty. I  Hke  Shbrt  tales,  sir,  and  doubt  what  is  told  with 
a  long  unnecessary  train  of  words." 

*<  Well,  good  sir,  be  not  hasty.  As  I  said  before,  the 
ioors  rattled  till  you  would  have  thought  the  knocking 
was  reiterated  in  every  room  of  the  Palace.      The  bell 


Mig  Ofrt  for  eompanv,  Aooglf  v^  coM  mot  find  tbut 
any  one  toHed  the  clapper,  and  the  guards  let  off  their 
firelocks,  merely  because  they  knew  not  what  better  to 
do.  So  Master  Bibbet  being,  as  I  said,  nnsusceptible  of 
his  duty,  I  went  down  with  my  poor  rapier  to  the  door, 
and  demanded  who  was  there  ;  and  I  was  answered  in 
a  voice,  which,  I  must  say,  was  much  Kke  another  voice, 
that  it  was  one  wanting  Major-€reneral  Harrison.  So  as 
it  was  then  late,  I  answered  mildly,  that  General  Harrison 
was  betaking  himself  to  his  rest,  and  that  any  who  wisfa-^ 
ed  to  s)peak  to  him  must  return  on  the  morrow  morning, 
for  that  after  nightfall  the  door  of  the  Palace,  being  in  the 
room  of  a  garrison,  would  be  opened  to  no  one.  So  the 
voice  replied,  and  bid  me  open  directly,  without  which 
he  would  blow  the  folding  leaves  of  the  door  mto  the  mid- 
dle of  the  hall.  And  therewithal  the  nobe  recommenced,' 
that  we  thought  the  house  would  have  fallen  ;  and  I  was 
in  some  measure  constrained  to  open  the  door,  even  like 
a  besieged  garrison  which  can  hold  out  no  longer.'' 

**  By  my  honour,  and  it  was  stoutly  done  of  you  I  must 
say,^  said  Wildrake,  who  had  been  listening  with  much 
interest.  "  I  am  a  bold  dare-devil  enough,  yet  when  I' 
had  two  inches  of  oak  plank  between  the  actual  fiend  and 
me,  hang  him  that  would  demolish  the  barrier  between 
OS,  say  I— I  would  as  soon,  when  aboard,  bore  a  hole  in 
the  ship,  and  let  in  the  waves ;  for  you  know  we  always 
compare^  the  devil  to  the  deep  sea.** 

"  Prithee,  peace,  Wildrake,"  said  B^rerard,  •*  and 
let  him  go  on  wkh  his  history. — ^Well,  and  what  saw'st  thou 
when  the  door  was  opened  .^— -the  great  Devil  With  his 
hbms  and  claws  thou  wilt  say,  no  doubt.** 

"No,  sir,  1  will  say"  nothing  but  what  is  true :  When  I 
undid  the  door,  one  man  stood  there,  and  he,  to  seeming, 
a  man  of  no  extraordinary  appearance.  He  was  wrap- 
ped in  a  taffety  cloak,  of  a  scarlet  colour,  and  with  a  red 
lining.  He  seemed  as  if  he  might  have  been  in  his  time 
a  very  handsome  man,  but  there  was  something  of  pale- 
ness and  sorrow  in  his  face-^a  long  love-lock  and  long 
hair  he  wore,  even  after  the  abomination  of  the  cava- 


''  3oaie  mil^ftimy.  q^«r.af  oav^lie^v^  ofti^i^  s^iTHiajr. 
iM«  labidiogy  and  seeking  abekat  ibroij^  tJ^.  <^qu9|ry;," 
briefly  replied;  ^ivierard. 

<<  True,  viforthjr  sir-^^^gbtaa  a.jodi^^tt^'i  ej^^aitifui* 
^ut  tbera  was  sqis^ik^  atK^ul-:  thUr  oij^n.  (if.  tj^  WA»ai 
ipan,)  wboiul,  for  op«L,  <^uld  not,lQ(^k,uj|t0»,  wkbputtrwi'?' 
blii^g;  oprthe  muske|ie^a,wtH)  wejre  in  tiie  baU,.witho«l^ 
betray iog,  i«u<^)  aiarmi  s^d  awallciMrjfig,  a^  they  tbeno^ 
s^ea  will  arer,  tb«  very  ballets,  wbv^h  they  bad  ia  tbei^, 
ifiQujtbsior.ljQadiog.tb^ir  carabii^^  and  musb^ta*  Nay^ 
tbe  wolf  ^  d^rrdpgSy.  tbMf  are  dw  fi^rcesi  of;  tbein 
kiiifl>flf4..frwPj  tbi^yisii9f,.a»d  creptt  ijf^o  h9i^£|  apfl  qo^. 
Q^a,,  iffoaning,  i^pd  waiHvift  ip  aW.  ap4f  Wpk^n^  tof^. 
IJecame.intQ.tbe  middle  of  t];\^ball^,a<ids<;Uli^  s^emefi 
no  more  tbao^  ap. ordinary  man,  onl}r. somewhat  fantajHic-* 
ally  dfessied^  in  a  doublet  of  b^ack  velvet,  pinked  upoo 
^oairlet  aatip  under  bis  cloak),  a  jewel  in  bis.ear^  with  ^^fi^ 
tp%m^  in  this  shoea^  and  a>kercdaief  in  iiis  band,  wbicb.w. 
so93^etim^  pressed  I  against  bis  left  side.'' 

*'  GrapiAusHei^v^n  !"  said  Wildrake, epminig cJb^e  up, 
to  Sverard,  and  wbi^i^eri^g  in  bis  ear,  with  aQGents.whiQh. 
terror  ren^ej^d  trefputoua,  (a.  ly^xxl  of  iQind  moat  uIl^ 
usual  to  tbe  daring  raaq,  w^,  seeiBod  now  overcome  bjr, 
i^) — ^'  ^  i¥^H«t vlia^^:  been  poKH?  ENck  Rohison.tbe  phyer, 
in  the  very  dreasriq  which  I  Jiave,  seen  himflkf'  iPhilaiatef; 
—ay,  iMdd  drapk  a  joUy  bottle,  with  him  Mter  it<at  the^ 
Mermaid  !  I  reme»^  bow  many  froUcika  we  bad  togjetbr* 
€|r,  an^^U  bia  little  fantastic  fashions.  He  aeryed?^  bis 
old  maater,  Cbarlea,  in  Mobun's  troop^  and  waiftiQwdei^ 
by  tfa^s^b^tcl^r's  dogmas!  have  Im^rd^  after,  st^render^ 
it  the  hatfi^  of  Naaehyrfield," 

'<  Hush  J  I  have  heard  of  tbe  deed,"  said  Everai;d  ; 
*<  for.  God's  sake  hear,  the  man  to  ap  end. — ^Did  tbia 
visiter  spepik;  to  tljieQ,  my  inend  ?" 
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fMictful  ia.t^.^iipiilaliQfi,  «^.  lilfiQ  one  who.  i^  ^f/^\ng 
tt».ftB  audi«Rce  nqr  from  a  bar  or  «  pirfpiW  noojCie  tbaa  iq 
tbe  voico:  of*ordi|iary  nHm  oo^oifdin^ry  .maHteiis,  Ha  dQ<? 
li^d  tQ.seeM^or^Gi«p^r^l  HarjrU«p." 

^^He  did  ! — ^and  you,"  said  £y^^rd»  i^f^^liic)  byidif 
spirit  of  tbe  time,  which,  as  is  well  known,  leaned  to  cre- 
dulity upon  all  matters  of  supernatural  agepcy, — ^*  what 
did  you  dp  ?" 

^<  1  went.ufk.tQi  tbfO  parlour^.and.  selaMNi  that  such  a 
person  inquitMb^oejiin*  HiestMrted  wll«ni  told  bim,  and 
eagerly  desired* to  knew  the  ittaaV dress;'  but  no  sdoner 
did  I  mention  bis  dress,  sod  fhe  jewel  ffi  bis  ear,  than  he 
said,  *  Begon^  !.  t^Il  hino  I  will  not  admi^  ^im  to  speech, 
of  me.  Say  that  I  defy  biin,  and  will  make  my  defiance 
ffffod  at  tbet  great  ballda  ii^fthe  va^y  of  Armag^om 
V^be»tli0ivoice  o(  tbe.af^g^lslttUoiU  alLibv«ls.  wbiehdJjf) 
under.  tb#.iV^  oC  be^fen.  tofj^e^  ^onib^^^  of  tbuxai^i 
tain  and  the  soldier,  tbe  war-horse' afid'  bis^ridpr^.  $4/^ 
t|^  tbe  ^^ij,  OD9«;I|bafV^,  po^wer  J|;^()fieal,  ou^  conflict 
^eo  till  tiMi^d«jr,and  t)^t,iotb^.K>ntQf  t^atifQaiiuldaj: 
be  WiU  agiMn.,meetwithUs^risQn*'  IiweQt,lmok,with.tbi& 
answer  to  the  stranger,  and  his  face  was  writhed  into.a.uQb 
a  deadly.,  frown  a»  amcire  bumw  hrpwibatUseid^W  worn. 
'Return  to  him,'  he  3aid,  '  and  siy  itis  wt  HO^Bi;  and< 
tbat  tf  he  come  note  instantly  down  to  .speak  with  m§,  I  will 
mount  tbe  stairs  to  hiaai.  Say  that  I  coniUi^p  bim  to 
descend,  by  tbe  token,  that,  on  the  field  of.  Ifasi^y,  4r, 
4id  nai  the  work  negligmtljf^^  " 

"  I  have  heard,"  whispered  Wildrake, — wfeo  fait  mm^^ 
and  more  strongly  the  contagion  of  snper«ti|jour-^"  4>m' 
these. words  wure  btaspbemou6l)r  uped  by  Hanrison  when 
be  shot  my  poor  frietiid  Dielfi." 

«« What  happened  nwt  (?'  said  Eyi^rd.  ''  See  thai, 
thou  speaker  the  tnulb*" 

*'  As  gospel  tmexpnunded  by  a  steeple-^man/'  fa^  tbfi 
Independent ;  "  yet  truly  it  i$;  hut  little  I  have,  to  say* 
Iisaw  my  master  cowe  dow.^,wilb  a  blank,  yet  resolved 
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iSr ;  ttid'wberi^^meireA  the  tlM  mid  sa^  t\^  strsinger, 
he  made  a  pause.  Tfefe  <Hhcr  waved  on  liim  as  if  to  fol- 
low, and  walked  out  at  the  portal.  My  worthy  pa^oo 
seemed  as  if  he  were  about  to^'Mlow,  yet  agafin  paused, 
when  this  visitant,  be  he  man  or 'fiend,  re-entered,  and 

said,  *  Ob^y  thy  d6om.  -  -  . 

ji  '    ,       •     ,  ■    . 

.  . .  _  'By  pathless  march,  by  greenwood  tree, 

It  is  thy  weird  to  follow  me— 
To  follow  me  through  the  ghastly  moonlight— 
V'tf  IbHow  me'tliroa^  the  sladeWt  of  fai^ll-- 
.   .      <    toMliiriM»«€iiiradt^stillaMik«:bCMid:.    . 

I  coiyure  thee  by  th^  last  words  I  spoke^ 
When  the  body  slept  and  the  spirit  awoke, 
In  the  very  last  pimgs  <jr  the  deadly  stitoke/ ' 

86  saying,  he  stiilked  out,  and  my  master  followed  Kim 
iiiito  the  Wood  .*-^I  followed  'also  at  a  diitance.  But  when 
hdame  up',  my  master  #fcs  alonle,'  a6d  bearing  hinfiself  as 
ybu  now  behold  him.*'     ... 

*«  Thoii  hasfh^da||ronderfuI  memory,  frJend,*'  isliid 
the  Colonel,  coldly,  "to  remember  tfae^  rhymes  in  a 
single  reertatioh-^bere  seems  something  of  practice  in 
allthis.*^ 

**  A  single  recitation,  my  honoured  siir  ?^  exclaimed 
thelndependent,— **a!acfe,the  rhyme  is  selddm  out  of 
riiy  poor  master's  mouthy  when,  as  sometimes  baps,  he  is 
less  triumphant  in  bis  wrestles  witb  Satan.  But  it  was 
the  -first  time  I  ever  heard  it  uttered  by  anotber  ;  and, 
to  say  truth,  he  ever  seems  to  repeat  it  unwillingly,  as  a 
cfhiM 'after  his  pedagogue,  add  as  it  was  not  indited  by 
bis  own  bead,  as  the  Psalmist  saitb." 

*<It  is  singular,*'  said  Everard,-*-"  I  have  heard  and 
read  that  the  spirits  of  the  dadghtered  have  strange 
^oWer  over  the  slayer ;  but  I  ^m  astonished  to  have  it 
insisted  upon  that  there  may  be  truth  in  sacfa  tales.— ^ 
Roger  Wildrake — tvhat  art  thou  afraid  of,  maa?-^wby 
dost  thou  sbtft  thy  place  thus  ?" 

^'Fear?  it  is  not  fear — it  is  bate,  deadly  hate. — I 
see  the  murderer  of  poor  Dick  before  me,  and — see  ht 


tbrcms  himsetf  into  a  ^ottote  of  faMo  9k  'm!'mfm- 
tboo,  brood  of  a  botcher's  mastiff?  tbou  shalt  not  want  an 
antagonist.*' 

Ere  any  one  could  stop  faim,  Wildrake  threw  aside  his' 
cloak,  drew  his  sword,  and  almost  with  a  single  bound 
cleared  the  distance  beturizthim  and  Harrison,  and  cross*" 
ed  swords  widi  the  latter,  as  he  stood  brandishing  his 
weapon,  as  if  ih.  immediate  expectation  of  an  assulant. 
Accordingly,  the  Republican  General  was  not  for  an  in- 
stant taken  at  unawares,  but  the  moment  the  swords 
clashed,  he  shouted,  ^^Ha !  I  fed  thee  «ow,  thou  hast 
come  in  body  at  last;-— Welcome !  welcome  !-«^e  sword 
of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon  P' 

^*  Part  them,  part  them,**  cried  Ererard,  as  he  and 
Tomkins,  at  first  astonished  at  the  suddenness  of  the 
affiray,  hastened  to  interfere.  Ererard,  WMXnf^  on  the  = 
cavalier,  drew  him  forcibly  backwards,  and  Tomkins 
contrived,  with  risk  and  difficulty,  to  master  Harrison's 
sword,  while  the  General  exclaimed,  **  Ha  !  two  to  ono' 
— ^two  to  one  ! — thus  fight  demons."  Wildrake,  on  his- 
side,  swore  a  dreadful  oath,  and  added,  ^*  Markham,  you* 
have  cancelled  every  obligation  I  owed  you— they  are  all 
out  of  sight  —-gone,  d-na  me." 

<<  Tou  have  indeed  acquitted  these  obligations  rarely,'^' 
said  Everard.  ^  Who  knows  how  this  afiair  sbaH  b^ 
explained  and  answered  f " 

*<  I  will  aiMrer  it  with  my  life,"  said  Wildrake* 

«  Good  now  be  silent,"  said  Tomkins,  "  and  let  me 
manage.  It  shall  be  so  ordered  that  the  good  General 
shall  never  know  that  he  hath  encountered  with  a  mortal 
man  ;  only  let  that  mafa  of  Moab  put  his  sword  into  the' 
scabbard's  rest,  and  be'  still." 

^.^  Wildtake,  let  me  entreat  thee  to  sheathe  thy  sword," 
said  Everard  ;  '^  else,  on  my  life,  thou  mast  turn  it 
against  me."  ' 

*<  No,  'fore  George,  not  so  mad  as  that  neither  ;  but 
m  have  another  day  with  biro." 

"  Thou,  another  day  !"  exclaimed  Harrison,  whose 
eye  had  still  remained  fixed  on  the  spot  where  he  found 

\ 


for  tbou  knowest  that  my  heart  quivers  at  thy jji^cici^-rn 
Bm  m^ b^fhA^tfoffMm  W>t  wjiWt gpBjgi^^.ftghthwe^^e - 
sifimxi$  willing ,tQ.th#  qoo^tiaft,  if  th^flesb %  wesj^  wbw^ 

To^ofciiis  4MPid  tj^  w^fithy,  CoJppel  5;y^rar,d.V 

Geimf^l  ilAfiri^QAi  af^metlip;^  hl4aR^9%  lAiC^s^si  of , 

case  of  mental  delusion,)  tbcn^lii^mly^  ai^dt^B^^.^y  P^iY . 
sf^^edioC  tbR!tr44ti>of  histown  visipi^;)fet.waf»  opk.wlll- 
ii^,tq.spftakj  oq,tb^.sub(ieQt,tp.  tbc^^,wbo',Jb!^  k^ew,^wouJA' 
r^ai:4>  tbea^r  t^  ifo^s^ap-y.     Upoj;^  thi^^pcc^i^QA  be  a^ 
suia^d  tbe  a|]ypea]i^fu;e;of.]3erfppt,  ease^  apd.c<wposure,.. 
aft^r  thQ  ^|>l^«^agit9ljop,tl^l3pd  ju^joaavifes^d^  ii^  a  man- 
04^  wb]oi^;sbo^d>  b^w,  a^Q^lpu^  be,  v^ns  1^  diaguise  bi$. 
r^  {^lmg^;{ron  Eyer^49>wbpo^j  be,  CiOOdid^ed.a^  un- 
lik^y  tp,  pwicipat^  tbieflv 

He*  salujtpd-tb^/Cplw^lfWith  fprofound  oerenaony,  and. 
talked  of  tbe  fineness  of  the,i^yeinin&wbiQb  had  sutpmop- 
ed.  l»iav  fqrtb:  of  the.^^L<irfge,ftQtri(e  a,turp  i|3i..t^.Bai:k, 
a^a^d  0«gpy  tbe  fayo^rabl^  weatfier^.  He tbeo^took.  Cver- 
ard  by  the  arm,  and  walked  back  witb  bUn  towards  tb^ 
Lodge»  "i^ildr^lK^  aqd  Tooikip3  foUowingyiJose^  b^iitid 
and  leading  thetiipriseis.  !E^v^rard»  d^iicou^  gaip  spnie 
light  on  jtheseraysierioMs  incideutsf,,epdeayxwiEed  to.  come?, 
qo  tbesubjeet  more  thsm  once,  by  a^  nfjod^.  of  intejrrog^r 
tipp,  whiQb  Harrison  ^fpr  m*di»ie^ai;e,  very,  often  unwU^ 
ling  to  enter  on  the  subject  of  tbf  ir  Qieotal  delusion), 
ptirried  with  sproe  skiy,,oj^  addre^ed  Wijisey'  for  aW  to 
bis  sftf^ward*  TV9^in% ,  wbp.  vf^  i^.  t})e  hs^it .  of  beia^ 
voucher  for  his  master  upon  all  occasions,  wbjcb  led,  tp. 
Desb^roagh'si  ipg^pious  mcknai^ie  of  Fibbet^. 

"  And  wherefore  had  youyouc  swprd  drajsra,.  ipy  woiw 
day, General,"  said,  Everard,  *^  wbfea.y|pu.,wei;e  oidy  on 
to  es^erHHig  .walk  of.  pleasure^?'* 


ipust  watcb  with  their  k>in$,  giuled*  ami  tbeir  lights  bciru-> 
iDg,  and  their  we^poos  dr^wn.  The  day  4rawe]h  nigh*, 
believe  me  or  oot  1^3  you  will,,  tfai|t  neq,  most  watch  lest 
they  be  found  naked  and  unarmed,  when  the  seven  trum- 
pets shall  sound.  Boot  ^nd  qaddln ;  and  the  pipes  oC 
Jezer  shall  strike  up,  Horse  and  away." 

'^  True,  good  General ;,  but  mediought  I  saw  you 
making  passes  even  now  as  if  you  were  ^hting?"  saidf 
Everard* 

"  I  am  of  a  strange  fantasy,  friend  Everard,"  answer- 
ed Harrison  ;  ^^  and  when  I.  walk  alone,  and  happen,  as 
but  now»  to  have  my  weapon  drawn,  I  sometimes,  for 
e;8;^ci8e  sake,  will  practi3e  a  thrust  against  sycb  a  tree 
a^that*  It  is  a.silly  pride  men  have  in  the  use  of  wea- 
pons* I  b$|ve  been  accounted  a  m«3ter  of  fence,  and  have 
f({iugbt  prizes  when  I  was-  unregenerated,  and  before  I 
^as  called  to  do  my  part  in  the  great  work,  entering  as  a 
trooper  intp  our  vjctpi;ious  General's:  first  regiment  of 
bprse." 

"  Bui  methoi^t,"  s^.Jgvetard,  "  1  heard  a  weapon 
clash  with  yours  ?" 

"  IJpw  ?  a  weapon, c^ash  with  my  aiword,?«-^Ho«y  could 
t^a-t  b§,  Tomkins?" 

.  "  Truly,  sfr,"  said  Tomkios,  "  it  rowst  have  been  a 
hf9JMgh  of  the  tre^  5.  th^  have  them  of  all  kinds  here,  and 
yf^r  honojur  may  have  pushed  against  one  of  them,  which 
the  Brazihans,  ^all  iron-woodj  a  block  of  which  being 
s^uck  with  a  hammer,  saith  Purchas  in  his  Pilgrimage, 
ringeth  like  an  anvil."  • 

"Trjuly,  ijt  may  be  so,"  aaid.  ll^rrison  ;  "  for.  those 
n^l^^  who  ^f  e  gone,  assj^rabled  in,  this  iheif  abode  of 
pleasure  many  ^rai?gje  trees  and  plants,,  djou^  they 
gathered  noti  of  the.  fruit  of  diat  tr^e^,  which,  pearetb. 
twelve  manner  of  fruits,  or  of  thos€|  leaves  which  are  for 
tt)e  healing  of  the  nations." 

Everard  pursued  bis  investigatibUj;  for  bet  was  struck. 
Yiith  the  manner  in  which  Hai^rison  evad,ed  j^^qyuestioni^,^ 
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and  the  dexterity  with  which  he  threw  his  transcendental 
and  (ieuiatical  notions,  Kke  a  sort  of  veil,  over  the  darket 
rtsions  excited  by  remorse  and  conscious  guih. 

"  Bat,'*  said  he,  **  if  I  may  trust  my  eyes  and  ears,  I 
cannot  but  still  think  that  you  had  a  real  antagonist— 
Nay,  1  am  sure  I  saw  a  fellow,  in  a  dark-coloured  jerkin, 
retreat  through  the  wood." 

**  Did  you  ?**  said  Harrison,  with  a  lone  of  surprise, 
while  bis  voice  faltered  in  spite  of  him,  ^*  Who  could  be 
be  ? — Tomkins,  did  you  see  the  fellow  Colonel  Everard 
tialks  of  with  the  napkin  in  his  hand — the  bloody  napkin 
which  he  always  pressed  to  bis  side  f^ 

This  last  expression,  in  which  Harrison  gave  a  maiic 
different  from  that  which  Everard  had  assigned,  but 
corresponding  to  Tomkins'  original  description  of  the 
supposed  spectre,  had  more  efiect  on  Everard  in  confirm- 
ing the  steward's  story,  than  anything  he  had  witnessed 
or  heard  The  voucher  answered  the  draft  upon  him 
as  promptly  as  usual,  that  he  had  seen  such  a  fellow  glide 
past  them  into  the  thicket — that  he  dared  to  say  he  was 
some  deer-stealer,  for  he  had  heard  they  were  become 
very  audacious. 

"  Look  ye  there  now.  Master  Everard,**  said  Harri- 
son, hurrying  from  the  subject — '*  Is  it  not  tinie  now  that 
we  should  lay  aside  our  controversies,  and  join  hand  in 
hand  to  repairing  the  breaches  of  our  Zion  ?  Happy  and 
contented  were  I,  my  excellent  friend,  to  be  a  treaderof 
mortar,  or  a  bearer  of  a  hod,  upon  this  occasion,  under 
our  great  leader,  with  whom  Providence  has  gone  forth 
in  this  great  national  controversy ;  and  truly,  so  devoutly 
do  I  hold  by  our  excellent  and  victorious  General  Oliver, 
whom  Heaven  long  preserve — that  were  he  to  command 
me,  I  should  not  scruple  to  pluck  forth  of  his  high  place 
the  man  whom  they  call  Speaker,  even  as  I  lent  a  poor 
hand  to  pluck  down  the  man  whom  they  called  King. — 
Wherefore,  as  I  know  your  judgment  holdetb  with  mine 
on  this  matter,  let  me  urge  unto  you  lovingly,  that  we 
may  act  as  brethren,  and  build  up  the  breaches,  and  re-* 
establish  the  bulwarks  of  our  English  Zion,  ifirheret^  we 


AiB  be  dodbtl^tt  di6sen  ss  jrfthrs  and  tratfresses,  under 
our  exceUent  Lord  Greneral,  for  soppoAng  and  sustaining 
tbe  same,  and  endowed  with  proper  revenues  and  in- 
comes, both  spiritual  and  temporal,  to  serve  as  a  pedestal, 
on  which  we  may  stand,  aeeiag  that  otherwise  our  foun^ 
dation  will  be  on  the  loose  sand.— -Nevertheless,'*  con- 
tinued he,  his  mind  again  diverging  from  bis  views  of 
temporal  ambition  into  bis  visions  of  tbe  Fifth  Monarchy, 
*'  these  things  are  but  vanity  in  respect  of  the  opening  of 
the  book  which  is  sealed  ;  for  all  things  approach  speedily 
towards  ligh^ng  and  thcmdering,  and  unloosing  of  the 
great  dragon  from  the  bottoml^s  pit,  wherein  he  hr 
chained.'' 

With  this  mingled  strain  of  earthly  politics,  and  fanat- 
ical prediction,  Harrisbn  so  overpowered  Colonel  Ever- 
ard,  as  to  leave  him  no  time  to  urge  him  further  on  tbe 
particular  circumstances  of  his  nocturnal  skirmish,  con- 
cerning which  it  is  plain  he  had  no  desire  to  be  interro- 
gated.   They  now  reached  tbe  Lodge  of  Woodstock. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Now  the  wBMod  braadt  do  gkm^ 

WbOe  the  Mreecfa-owlySouDdii^  knk^ 
Pdts  the  wretch  that  lies  in  woe. 

In  remembrance  of  a  shroud. 
Now  it  is  the  time  of  nl^^t 

That  the  graves,  an  gaping^  wida^ 
Every  one  lets  oat  its  sprite, 

In  the  church-way  paths  to  glide. 

,  Before  the  gate  of  die  palace  the  guards  were  now 
doubled.  Everard  demanded  the  reason  of  this  from 
the  jCorporal,  whom  he.  found  in  the  h^ll  with  his  soldiers, 
sitting  or  sleeping  around  a  great  fire*  maintained  at  the^ 


cpqpeose  of  tbe>  curved  dmipi  mi  hwobt»^iiMkfn^Sfm9m 
of  which  it  was  ffAoished. 

"  Why,  verily,"  answered  the^  m^t,  "  dwi  CQipi-^ite 
garde,  as  your  warship  s^ys,.  will  i^^  harassed^  to  pieeesi 
t^  sMcb  duty ;  oeicerthelessv.  fear  hatbi  gcine  ahsoi^d  aoioo^ 
qs,  aad  ao  ooe  maa  will  (aouat.gjjar4  i^lonc^  We  bai^ 
drawn  in,  however,  one  or  ti«o  of  oarf  outposts  frooft 
Baobury  a/idels^wherei  aoi^ we  a^&  (Q.iwfci  ftrreti^C  froau 
Oxford  to-tnQorrow»" 

Everard  coatioiied  miiMite  inquiries  oono^ning  the 
.^juinels  that  were  pQsiied  within!  as  well  as^withpiH  the: 
Lodgj»  I  and  found  that,  as.  they  had  boen  stationed  under 
the  eye  of  Harrison  himself,  the  rules  of  prudent  di^ci^- 
pline  had  beeo^  exactly,  observed  in  the  di^tjubiytjoii^of 
the  fotHsu  There  ir^w^ned.  Qpthij;^  t^befe^fore^  feij 
Colonel  Evevacd  to  do,  bi^t,^  iremeinbering  lij^  Q\m  ad^ 
venture:  of  tb^:  eve^ips,  tp  i;ecQniqa^d:  tbi^t.  an  additipfkal 
sentinel  sbonld  be  pl,a<?^,,  wUb  ^  QQn)p^HHi,,if  juidged 
indispe^s^^i  ip  that  i;e^ti]^e«  (v,9i^ei)0Qp,  0^  wUab: 
the  long  gallery,  where  he  had  met  with  the  rencounter, 
and  other  suits  of  apartments,  diverged.  The  corporal 
respectfully  promised  all  obedience  to  bis  orders.  The 
serving-men  being  called,  appeared  also  in  double  force. 
Everard  demanded  to  know  whether  the  Commissioners 
had  gone  to  bed,  of  i^yhe^r,  l^Q^uJd  get  speech  with 
them  ? 

<<  They  are  in  theic  bodftcc^^m,..  fiorsaoftbi^"  replied  one 
of  the  fellows  f>  ^  bvtlUiiBk  tbef  be  not^yet  undressed.'' 

"  What !"  said  Everard,  «  are  ColbneMfesborough  and 
Master  Bletson  both  in  the  same  sleeping^apartment  ?*' 

"  Their  honours^  ba,v.^  sq^  chosenii  i(,''  said  the  man  ; 
^'  and  their  honours'  sepretairiea  rea]yain^  upon  guard  all 
night." 

"  It  is^tf!e^fashit)n  totkmWe  guards  all  over  the  house,** 
s^id  Wildrak^.  "  Had  I  a  dimpse  of  a  tolerably  good- 
lookitig  house-maid  now,  Tsnould  kiipw  how  to  fl^ff  into 
the  fashion/*' 

"  Peace  fool  l^  said.  Everard—"  Antf  where  are  lh(4. 
Mayor  and'  Master  Holdenough  ?** 
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^'  The  'iXhyot  h  t^turiiefd  to  {he  tafroi^  m  i 
behiod  the  trooper,  who  goes  to  Oxfatd  Un  die  refnforo^* 
meot ;  and  the  man  of  the  steeple-lioase  htib  Kfamrteted 
himself  in  the  chamher  which  Odonel  Desbetottgh  ted 
last  night,  1>ein^  that  in  which  be  is  iBOSt  Hkdy  to  OKet 

the your  honoui*  tmderstands.    The  Lord  fii9f  vn^ 

we  are  a  harassed  family  !" 

"  And  where  be  General  H^iti»0B*5  kosves,"  seU 
TomVins,  "  that  they  do  not  marshal  him  to  Ihs  «{Nut«- 
iiient  f " 

"Here — ^her6— Tiet^,  Ikfestcr  TomkiBS,*  B«d  Ihree 
fellows,  pressing  forward,  with  the  same  conileitifltiiMi 
on  their  face^  vmich  deemed  to  pet^de  ibe  ^M^iolelnhab- 
iUnts  of  Wobdstobk. 

"  Away  with  you  dien,*  «iM  Tdmkkis ;— **  spetk  net 
to  his  wors^liip— jTOu  see  he  is  tiot  in  the  htRnottr." 

«  Indeed,*'  6'bsel^ed  Cotettd  Emenard)  **  be  looks 
singularly  wan — ^his  featmres  seem  f^rt^en  ae  by  «  V^^ 
stroke  :  and  though  he  ttras  tafkiiig  so  ftat  while  we  came 
along,  ne  ha&  not  opened  bis  mouth  st^ee  we  e&i»e  t6 
the  Kght.'' 

^*  It  is  his  matinef  after  ^udi  vfctfttftkwis,**  said  Tof»- 
kins. — ^  Gilre  his  hofnout  your  «hns,  Kedekieh  add  Joe«- 
athan,  to  te&id  hiilfi  off— I  wHl  felted  te«iimly.-^Y««, 
NicodemuS,  lafty  to  Walt  apbii  'toe***-4t  te^ot  wvttwaMmg 
alone  in  this  m^nsioti.'* 

^«  Master  1I\)mWns,'*  said  fetehrtd,  **  1  bate  betrd  rf 
you  often  US  ^  sharp,  inteifigeirt  man*-Mell  mb  iiiiSy,  *wb 
you  in  earnest  tif/'aid  of  aify^titig  iSup^efAfltural  MMttittg 
this  bouse  ?" 

"  I  would  be  htith  to  rtm  Ihe  t*ance,  sir^**  s4id  Tom- 
kind  very  gravely ;  ^'bjr  looking  on  my  Wbf'sbiirful  tmsiei', 
you  may  Torufi  a  guess  how  tb^  litiAg  took  after  they  kavB 
spotcen  with  the  dead.''  He  bowed  krw,  And  leok  bis 
leave.  Evei'ard  ptoceeded  to  the  t^miA>&t  wbfch  ^be 
two  remaining  Commissioners  had,  fof  ^wnfort's  sake, 
chosen  to  inhabit  in  company.  They  were  preparing  for 
1>ed  as  he  went  into  their  apartment.     Both  started  As 
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dM  daor  dpeoed — both  r^iced  when  thej  saw  it  wag 
enly  Ev^nurd  who  entered. 

*^  Hark  ye  hither»"  said  Bletson,  pulling  him  aside^ 
"  sawast  thou  ever  ass  equal  to  Desborough  r — the  fellow 
is  as  lug  as  an  ox,  ,and  as  timorous  as  a  sheep.  He  has 
iasisted  oo  my  sleeping  here  to  protect  him.  Shall  we 
have  a  merry  night  on*t,  ha  ?  We  will,  if  thou  wilt  take 
the  third  bed,  which  was  prepared  for  Harrison  ;  but  he 
is  gone  out,  like  a  mooncalf,  to  look  for  the  valley  of 
Armageddon  in  the  Park  of  Woodstock." 

^^  General  Harrison  has  returned  with  me  but  now," 
said  Everard. 

^  Nay  but,  as  I  shall  live,  he  comes  not  into  our  apart- 
ment," said  Desborough,  overhearing  his  answer.  "  No 
man  that  has  been  supping,  lor  aught  I  know,  with  the 
Devil,  has  a  right  to  sleep  among  Christian  folk." 

^^  He  does  not  propose  so,"  said  Everard ;  "  he  sleeps, 
as  I  understand,  apart — and  alone." 

"  Not  quite,  abne,  I  dare  say,"  said  Desborough  ; 
^^  for  Harrison  hath  a  sort  of  attraction  for  goblins — they 
fly  round  him  like  moths  about  a  candle  :  But,  I  prithee, 
good  Everard,  do  thou  stay  with  us.  I  know  not  how  it 
IS,  but  although  thou  hast  not  thy  religion  always  in  thy 
inoudi,  nor  qpeakest  many  hard  words  about  it,  like  Har- 
rison-^'^Kir  omkest  long  preachments,  like  a  certain  most 
honourable  relation  of  mine  who  shall  be  nameless,  yet 
iomdiow  I  feel  myself  safer  in  thy  company  than  with 
any  of  them.  As  for  this  Bletson,  he  is  such  a  mere 
blasphemer,  that  I  fear  the  Devil  will  carry  him  away 
ere  morning." 

*^  Did  you  ever  hear  such  a  paltry  coward  ?"  said 
Bietaon,  apart  to  Everard.  "  Do  tarry,  however,  my 
b(Hioored  Colonel — I  know  your  zeal  to  assist  the  dis- 
tressed, and  you  see  Desborough  is  in  that  predicament, 
that  he  will  rehire  near  him  more  than  one  good  ex- 
ample to  preyent  him  thinking  of  ghosts  and  fiends." 

'^  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  oblige  you,  gentlemen,"  said 
Everard  ;  ^'  but  I  have  settled  my  mind  to  sleep  in 
Victor  Lee's  apartment,  so  I  wish  you  good-n!ght ;  and 


if  you  would  repose  witboni  ditUurbtneei  I  wooU  •Anm 
that  you  commend  yourselves,  during  the  watebes  of  the 
night,  to  Him  unto  whom  nigbt  is  e?en  as  mid-day.  I 
had  intended  to  have  spoke  with  you  this  evening  on  the 
subject  of  my  being  here  ;  but  I  will  defer  die  confer- 
ence till  to-morrow,  when,  I  think,  I  wiU  be  able  to  show 
you  excellent  reasons  for  leaving  Woodstock." 

<*  We  have  seen  plenty  such  already,"  said  Desbo- 
rough ; ''  for  one,  I  came  here  to  serve  the  estate,  with son# 
moderate  advantage  doubtless  to  myself  for  my  troaUe  | 
but  if  J  am  set  upon  my  bead  again  to-night,  at  I  was  the 
night  before,  I  would  not  stay  longer  to  gain  a  king's 
crowD,  for  J  am  sure  my  neck  woukl  be  unfitted  to  bear 
the  weight  of  it." 

**  Grood-night,"  exclaimed  Everard ;  and  was  about 
to  go,  when  Bletson  again  pressed  close^  and  whispered 
to  him,  **  Hark  thee,  Cofonel — ^you  know  my  friendship 
for  thee — I  do  implore  thee  to  leave  the  door  of  thy  apart- 
ment open,  that  if  thou  meetest  with  any  di^urbance,  1 
may  hear  thee  call,  and  be  with  thee  upon  the  very  in- 
stant. Do  this,  dear  Everard,  my  fears  for  thee  will  keep 
me  awake  else  ;  for  I  know  that,  notwithstanding  your 
excellent  sense,  you  entertain  some  of  those  superstitious 
ideas  which  we  suck  in  with  our  mother's  milk,  and  which 
constitute  the  ground  of  our  fears  in  situations  like  tbe 
present ;  therefore  leave  thy  door  open,  if  you  love  me, 
that  you  may  have  ready  assistance  from  me  in  case  of 
need." 

'<  My  master,"  said  Wildrake,  '^  trusts,  first,  in  his 
Bible,  sir,  and  then  in  his  good  sword.  He  has  no  idea 
that  the  Devil  can  be  baffled  1^  the  charm  of  two  men 
lying  in  one  room,  still  less  that  the  foul  fiend  can  be  ar- 
gued out  of  existence  by  tbe  Nnllifidians  of  the  Bola." 

Everard  seized  his  imprudent  friend  by  tbe  collar,  aad 
dragged  him  off  as  he  was  speaking,  keeping  fast  bold  of 
him  till  they  were  both  in  the  chamber  of  Victor  Lee, 
where  they  had  slept  on  a  former  occasion.  Even  then 
he  continued  to  hold  Wildrake,  until  the  servant  bad  ar- 
^nged  the  lights,  and  *7as  dismissed  from  the  room  ;  then 
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4Miiig  him  ^d,  aMressed  him  with  the  upbraklhig  -qoeif-* 
lion,  ^^Art  thou  not  a  furtrdent  mud  sagacious  person, 
who  in  times  hke  these  deek'stevayopportiimty  to  ftrgne 
yomweV  imo  a  "broil,  or  eMibroH  jcfuriseif  in  an  argcrment  ? 
Out  en  fou  •!" 

**  Ay,  out  on  me  itideed,"  saM  the  oataMer ;  "  out  on 
me  for  a  poot  tame-splirieed  creature,  thatt  submits  to  be 
bahdfed  about  in  this  manner,  by  a  man  who  is  neither 
bewer  bom  nor  better  bred  than  myself.  I  teH  thee, 
Mark,  you  make  an  unitfir  tise  of  your  advantages  over 
ttte.'  Wby  will  yon  twit  let  me  go  from  you,  and  Kve  and 
die  after  my  own  fashion  f** 

^*  Because,  before  we  had  been  a  week  separate,  1 
should  hear  of  your  dying  after  the  fashion  of  a  dog. 
Gome,  my  good  friend,  ^bat  madness  was  it  in  thee  to 
fall  foul  on  Harrison,  and  then  to  entet  into  useless  at- 
gtmietft  with  Bletson  ?" 

•*  Why,  We  are  in  the  De^'s  house,  I  Ihint,  and  jt 
wouM  iviHfeigly  gite  the  landlord  his  due  wherever  I 
travel.  To  have  sent  him  ttarrbon,  or  Bletson  now, 
Just  as  a  lunch  tb  stop  his  appetite,  till  Crom " 

"  Htrsh !  stonewalls  have  ears,"  saM  Everard,  looting 
around  hint.  "  Here  stands  thy  night^rink.  Look  to 
my  arms,  for  we  must  be  as  carefWl  as  if  the  Avenger  of 
Blood  were  brdifhd  us.  Yonder  is  thy  bed — and  I,  as 
thou  it(eest,  have  one  prepared  in  llbe  patlour.  The  door 
only  divides  us.** 

**  Which  I  will  leave  open,  in  case  thou  should'st  hollo 
fet  assis^nmce,  aH  yonder  Nallifidian  hath  it. — Bdt  how 
hast  thou  got  all  tl^  to  well  put  in  order,  good  patron  ?" 

•*  I  gave  the  steward  'I'omkins  notice  of  my  purpose 
to  sleep  here.** 

**  A  strange  fellow  that,**  said  Wildrake,  ^  and,  as  I 
jttdge,  has  taken  measure  of  kttetf  6h»*s  foot — aB  seems 
fo  pass  through  Ws  bands." 

**  He  is,  I  have  myderstood,"  replied  Everard,  **  one 
of  the  men  formed  by  the  times — has  a  ready  gift  of 
pireaching  and  expounding,  whi6h  keeps  him  in  high 
terms  i*Wi  the  IndepierrdenTs ;  and  recommends  himself 


io  the  more  oaoderate   peo|^e  by  bis  intelljgepee  wd 

activity." 

"Has  his  sbcerity  ever  beea  doubted  ?"  said  Wildrake 

*'  Never,  that  I  beard  of,"  said  the  Colonel ;  "  on  the 
contrary,  be  has  been  familiarly  called  Honest  Joe,  and 
Trusty  Tomkins.  For  my  part,  1  b^Keve  bifi  sincerity 
has  always  kept  pace  witli  bis  interest.  But  come^  finish 
tliy  cup,  and  to  bed. — ^What,  all  emptied  at  one  draught?" 

"  Adszookers,  yes — my  vow  forbids  me  to  make  two 
on't  ;  but,  never  fear-^the  nightcap  will  only  warm  my 
brain,  not  clog  it.  So,  man  or  devil,  give  me  notice  if 
you  are  disturbed,  and  rely  on  me  in  a  twinkling."  So 
saying,  the  cavalier  retreated  into  his  separate  apa^rtment, 
and  Colonel  Everard,  taking  off  the  most  cumbrous  part 
of  his  dress,  lay  down  in  his  hose  and  doublet,  aud  com- 
posed himself  to  rest. 

He  was  awakened  from  sleep  by  a  slow  and  solemr< 
^rain  of  music,  which  died  away  as  at  a  distance.  He 
started  up,  and  felt  for  bis  arms,  which  he  found  close 
beside  him.  His  temporary  bed  being  without  curtains, 
he  could  look  around  him  without  difficulty ',  but  a&  there 
remained  in  the  chimney  only  a  few  red  embers  of  the 
fire,  which  he  had  arranged  before  be  went  to  sleep,  it 
was  impossible  he  could  discern  any  thing.  He  felt| 
therefore,  in  spite  of  his  natural  courage,  that  undefined 
and  thrilling  species  of  tremor  which  attends  a  sense 
that  danger  is  near,  and  an  uncertainty  concerning  its 
cause  and  character.  Reluctant  as  he  was  to  yield  be- 
lief to  supernatural  occurrences,  we  have  not  already  said 
he  was  not  absolutely  incredulous  ;  as  perhaps,  even  in 
this  more  sceptical  age,  there  are  many  fewer  complete 
and  absolute  infidels  on  this  particular  than  give  them- 
selves out  for  such.  Uncertain  whether  he  had  not 
dreamed  of  these  sounds  which  seemed  yet  in  his  ears, 
he  was  unwilling  to  risk  the  raillery  of  his  friend  by  sum-, 
moning  him  to  his  assistance.  He  sat  up,  therefore,  in 
his  bed,  not  without  experiencing  that  nervous  agitation 
to  which  brave  men  as  well  as  cowards  are  subject , 
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wMi  M9  iiB!t6n(t^  fbki  the  o*e  sinks  imder  H5  ISr^  th« 
viae  under  the  hail-storm,  and  the  other  collects  bis  eii^ 
ergies  to  shake  it  df,  ki  the  eedar  of  Lebanon  is  said  to 
elevate!  iu  boagbd  to  disperse  the  Sfle^  wMoh  aeeyrhu- 
lates  tfpoii  them. 

The  storjr  of  HtfrisoA,  in  his  o#ii  absoittle  4e^if ^^  an^ 
iiotwithstatidiiig  a  secret  duspicfoti  vtpfaieh  he  had  of  trick 
or  coiitiiVaifeey  tetinrned  on  bts  tamd  at  this  dead  and 
solkarjr  hottr.  Harrisoft,  be  remeinbeted)  had  described 
the  tisioti  by  a  ch^cumstaooe  df  its  appeatatoe  diflereot 
from  that  Which  his  6wti  remark  h§d  becA  caleokted  to 
suggest  to  the  mind  of  the  visioQiil7  ; — >tbat  bkiody  nap* 
kin,  aiwajrs  pressed  to  the  side,  was  fbeft  tt  eh^eumstani^ 
present  either  td  hid  bodily  eje»  ot  to  that  hf  Ms  agkated 
imaginafioD.  Did,  then,  the  murdered  rerisit  the  Hving 
haunts  of  tho3e  who  had  forced  them  from  the  stage^ 
with  all  thdi*  sins  unaccounted  tor  f  And  if  they  did, 
might  not  the  same  permission  authorize  other  vishafi^s 
of  a  similar  nature,  to  warn^^o  instruct — to  pimi^  ? 
Rash  are  they^  was  his  conclusion,  and  credulous,  who 
receive  as  truth  eVery  tale  of  the  kind  ;  but  no  less  rash 
may  it  be,  to  limit  the  power  of  the  Creator  6ver  the 
#orks  which  he  has  made,  and  to  suppose  that,  by  the 
permts^on  of  the  AutnOr  of  Nature,  the  laws  of  Natui*e 
may  not,  in  pe<Hilktr  cases,  and  for  high  ptirposes^  be 
temporarily  suspebded. 

While  these  thoughts  passed  through  Everard's  mifld^ 
feelings  unknot  tb  him,  even  when  he  stood  ^rsf  on  the 
rough  and  peHlous  edgt;  of  battle  gained  ground  upoti 
him.  He  feai*ed  he  kn^w  ndt  what  ^  &t}d  where  an  open 
M^  discernible  peti!  W6uld  have  drawn  out  hts  courage 
the  absolute  Uticertarn^y  of  his  situation  increased  bii 
sense  of  the  daftger.  He  felt  An  akrto^  irresistible  de» 
stre  to  spring  from  his  bed  And  heap  fuel  on  the  dying 
embers,  expecting  by  the  bfsize  to  see  some  strange  sigtrt 
In  hb  chamber.  He  was  also  sitidwgly  tempted  td  awaken 
Wildrake  5  but  shame^  stronger  than  fear  itseH*,  cheeked 
these  impulses.  What !  shcmld  it  be  thought  tlMt  Mark« 
&am  Everardfheld  one  of  the  best  soldiers  who  had  drawc 


a  sword  m  tfai^  sad  w^[N--M«rkh«in  E^emrd,  wb«  bid 
obtaraed  such  discrogirished  rank  hi  At  army  of  tbe  Par^ 
liament,  though  so  young  in  years,  was  afraid  of  remaitH 
ing  by  himself  in  a  twiBght-room  at  mMnigfat  ? — It  never 
should  be  said. 

This  was,  however,  no  ehartn  for  hh  unpleasant  e«ir^ 
rent  of  thought.  There  rushed  oti  bis  mhftl  tbe  TarioM 
tradkiods  of  Victor  Lee's  chamber,  Which,  though  be 
had  often  Se^phei  them  as  vague,  tjtrirutbemieated,  tttii 
inconsistent  rumours,  engendered  by  ancient  superstition 
and  transmitted  from  generation  to  generatba  by  loqna*- 
cious  credulity,  had  yet  something  in  them,  which  did  ttdl 
tend  to  allay  the  present  unpleasant  state  6f  his  nerves. 
Then,  when  he  recollected  the  events  6f  that  very  after- 
noon, the  weapon  pressed  against  his  tbroat,  and  the 
strong  arm  which  thi<eW  him  backward  on  the  Q&o/t*^ 
if  the  remembrance  served  to  contradfct  the  idea  tf  flit- 
ting phantoms,  and  unreal  daggers,  it  ttriBmfy  induced 
him  to  believe,  that  there  was  in  some  pail  of  this  etten* 
sive  maifsion  a  party  6f  cavaliers,  or  mattgtiants,  barboin'- 
ed,  who  miglit  arise  in  the  tiight,  overpower  the  guards, 
and  execute  upon  ttiem  all,  btrt  on  Harrison  in  pariSctilar, 
as  one  of  the  re^cide  judges,  that  vetitet^ttte^  Which  was 
so  eagerly  thirsted  for  by  the  attached  fcH^Wers  of  the 
slaughtered  monarch. 

fie  endeavoured  to  c6HS(5*e  Wmself  on  thfe  snbject,  by 
the  number  and  position  Of  the  guards,  yet  still  was  dis- 
satisfied with  himself  for  not  having  taken  y«  more  exact 
precautions,  and  for  keeping  an  extorted  promise  of  si- 
lence, which  might  consign  so  many  6f  bis  party  to  the 
danger  of  assassination.  Tliese  thoughts.  Connected  with 
his  military  duties,  awdkened  another  train  of  reflections. 
He  bethought  himself,  that  alt  he  cOutd  now  do,  was  to 
visit  tbe  sentries,  and  ascertain  that  they  were  awake, 
alert,  on  the  watch,  and  so  situated,  that  in  time  of  need 
they  might  be  ready  to  support  each  other. — *'This  better 
be6ts  me,"  be  thought,  "  than  to  be  here,  like  a  child, 
frightening  myself  with  the  oM  woman's  legemi,  which  I 
have  laughed  at  when  a  bo> .  What  although  oM  Victor  Lon 


waa  »  sftcril^igkMis  i»ao>  as  coaunon  repQrt  goes,  and 
brewed  ale  io  tbe  font  which  be  brought  from  the  ancknt* 
palace  of  Holyrood,  while  church  and  building  were  in 
flames  ?    And  what  although  his  eldest  son  was  when  a 
child  scalded  to  death  in  the  same  vessel  ?     How  many 
chmcbes  have  been  demolishi^  since  his  time  }     How 
waqy  ^ts  desecralied  ?   So  noany  indeed,  that  were  the 
veogeance  pf  Heaven  to  visit  such  aggressions  in  a  super- 
AfijUiral  manper,  no  comer  in  England}  no,  not  the  roost 
petty  parish  churchi  but  would  nave  its  apparition. — 
Tush,  these  are  Idle  fancies,  unworthy,  especially,  to  Be 
entertained  by  those  educated  to  believe  that  sanctity 
resides  in  tbe  intention  and  the  act,  not  in  tbe  buildings  or 
fiants,  or  tbe  form  of  worship." 

As  thus  he  called  together  the  articles  of  his  Calvinistic 
cread,  the  bell  of  tbe  great  clock  ^a  token  seldom  silent 
m  sudi  narralives)  tolled  three,  and  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  tbe  hoarse  call  of  tbe  sentinels,  through  vault 
and  gallery,  up  stairs  and  beneath,  challenging  and  an- 
swerkig  each  other  with  the  usual  watchword.  All's  well. 
Their  voices  mingled  with  the  deep  boom  oi  the  bell,  yet 
ceased  before  that  was  silent,  and  when  they  had  died 
away,  the  tinging  echo  of  tbe  prolonged  knell  was  scarcely 
audible.  Ere  yet  that  last  distant  tingling  had  finally  sub- 
sided into  silence,  it  seemed  as  if  it  again  was  awakened ; 
and  Everard  could  hardly  judge  at  first  whether  a  new 
echo  bad  taken  up  the  falling  cadence,  or  whether  some 
other  and  separate  soimd  was  disturbing  anew  tlie  silence 
to  which  the  deep  knell  had,  as  its  voice  ceased,  consign- 
ed the  ancient  mansion  and  the  woods  around  it. 

But  the  doubt  was  soon  cleared  up.  The  musical 
tones,  which  had  mingled  with  tbe  dying  echoes  of  the 
knell,  seemed  at  first  to  prolong,  and  afterwards  to  sur^ 
Tive  them.  A  wild  strain  of  melody,  beginning  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  growing  louder  as  it  advanced,  seemed  to  pass 
from  room  to  room,  from  cabinet  to  gallery,  from  hall  to 
bower,  through  the  deserted  and  dishonoured  ruins  of  the 
fncient  residence  of  so  many  spverelgns;  and,  as  it  ap- 
proached, nq  soldier  gave  a)arm,  nor  did  any  of  the  nu- 


merous  guests  of  various  d^rees,  wtio  speot  an  unpleas*- 
ant  aDd  terrified  oight  in  that  ancient  mansion,  seem  to 
dare  to  announce  to  each  other  the  inexplicable  cause  of 
apprehension- 

Everard's  excited  state  of  mind  did  not  permk  him  to 
be  so  passive.  The  sounds  approached  so  nigh,  that  it 
seemed  they  were  performing,  in  the  very  next  apartmenty 
a  solemn  service  for  the  dead,  when  he  gave  the  alarm, 
by  calling  loudly  to  his  trusty  attendant  and  friend  Wild** 
rake,  who  slumbered  in  the  next  chamber  with  only  a 
door  betwixt  them,  and  even  that  ajar. 

**  Wildrake^ — Wildrake  ! — Up— up  !  Dost  thou  not 
bear  the  alarm?" 

There  was  no  answer  from  Wildrake,  thou^  the  ni9<- 
sical  sounds,  which  now  rung  through  Uie  apartment,  as 
if  the  performers  had  actually  been  within  its  preebctfi 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  awaken  a  sleeping  person, 
even  without  the  shout  of  his  comrade  and  patron. 

"  Alarm  !— Roger  Wildrake — alarm  !"  again  called 
Everard,  getting  out  of  bed  and  grasping  bis  weiq^ns.--^ 
*'  Get  a  light,  and  cry  alarm  ^" 

There  was  no  answer.  His  voice  died  away  as  the 
sound  of  the  music  seemed  also  to  die  ;.  and  the  same 
soft  sweet  voice,  which  still  to  his  thinking  resembled  tbtt 
of  Alice  Lee,  was  heard  in  his  apartment,  and,  as  he 
thought,  at  no  distance  from  him. 

"  Your  comrade  will  not  answer,"  said  the  low  soft 
voice.  "  Those  only  hear  the  alarm  whose  consciencea 
feel  the  call." 

"  Again  this  mummery  !"  said  Everard.  "  1  am  bet- 
ter armed  than  I  was  of  late  ;  and  but  ior  the  aoudd  of 
that  voice,  the  speaker  had  bought  his  trifling  dear." 

It  was  singular,  we  may  observe  in  passing,  that  Him 
Instant  the  distinct  sounds  of  the  bimian  voice  were  heard 
by  Everard,  all  idea  of  supernatural  interference  was  ak 
an  end^  and  the  charm  by  which  he  had  been  formerly 
fettered  appeared  to  be  broken  v  so  ipuch  is  the  influence 
t>(  imaginary  or  superstitious  terror  dependent  (so  far  as 
16*     Jtot,.  I. 


rtBspeatt  strMg  judgments  at  kast)  upon  what  is  Tagoa 
dr  ambignoas  ;  and  so  readilj  do  distinct  tones,  and 
express  ideas,  faring  sucfa  judgments  back  to  the  current 
of  ordinary  life.  The  voice  returned  answer,  as  address- 
ing his  thoughts  as  well  as  his  words. 

^  We  laugh  at  the  weapons  thou  thtnk'st  shouM  terrify 
UB— Orer  the  gucir()f  ana  of  Woodstock  they  have  no  pow- 
er. Fire  if  thou  wilt,  and  try  the  eflfect  of  thy  weepons. 
But  know,  it  is  not  our  purpose  to  harm  thee — thou  art 
of  a  falcon  breed,  and  noble  in  thy  disposition,  though, 
unreclaimed  and  ill  ftfirtured,  thou  trauntest  with  kites  and 
«arrioR  crows.  Wing  thy  flight  from  hence  on  the  mor- 
row, for  if  thou  tarriest  with  the  bats,  owk,  rultures,  and 
ravens,  wfeeh  haive  thought  to  nesde  here,  thou  wBt  inev- 
itably stmre  thrfr  fii^.  Away  then,  that  these  haBs  may 
he  9wept  and  garnished  fcr  the  recepti(»i  of  those  who  have 
A  better  right  to  irthabh  them  .** 

Everef  d  answered  in  a  raised  voice.—**  Once  more  I 
warn  you,  &ink  not  to  defy  me  hi  vain,  i  am  no  child 
to  fee  Afigbten^  by  goUins'  talei^ ;  and  no  coward  armed 
as  I  am,  to  be  alarmed  at  the  threats  of  banditti.  '  ST  I 
gftre  you  a  moments  indulgence,  H  4s  for  the  sake  of  dear 
and  misguided  friends,  who  may  be  concerned  with  this 
dangerous  gam^l.  Know, !  can' bring  a  troop  of  soldiers 
round  ^  castle,  who  will  search  its  most  inward  recesses 
for  the  author  of  this  audacious  frolic ;  and  if  that  search 
riiouid  faH,  it  will  cost  buf  a  few  barrels  of  gunpowder 
to  make  the  mansion  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  bury  under 
them  the  authors  of  such  an  ill-judged  pastime.'* 

"  You  speak  proudly,  Sir  Colonel,"  said  another  voice, 
similar  to  that  harsher  and  stronger  tone  by  which  he  had 
been  addressed  in  the  gaHery  ;  "  try  your  courage  m 
this  direction.'* 

**  You  should  not  4ai^e  me  twice,**  sard  Colonel  Eve* 
«rard,  "  had  I  a  gBmpse  of  K^  to  take  aim  by.*^ 

As  he  spoke,  a  sudden  gleam  of  Kght  was  thrown  with 
a  brilfiattcy  which  almost  dazzled  the  speaker,  showing 
distinctly  a  form  ^omeWharreseraMing  that  of  Victor  Lee, 
as  represented  in  bis  picture,  holding     in^  ^ne    Itand  a 


1«#  [pQi99k)tld}r  v^Kifod,  fuid  ip  the  other  his  leading-staff 
or  {nuiphwi^^  BptU  figuriBs  were  ai^imated,  and,  as  it 
apfiear»4f  s^djms  w^tbio  six  feet  of  him* 

"  Wereii^t  fop:  the  wonoaQ,"  said  Everard,  "  I  would 
not  be  tb««s  mortally  dared." 

^*  SptF^  P4H  {t^r  tb^  feoiale  form,  but  do  jrour  worst," 
repUed  the  lAjooe  voice.     "  I  defy  you." 

**  Ref^^t  your  d^ance  wlieo  I  have  counted  dirice,** 
aaid  Ever^rd,  ^'  aipd  take  the  punishment  of  your  inso- 
leDce.  Once — ^I  have  cocked  my  pistol, — ^Twice — I 
never  missed  my  ^m — ^By  all  that  is  sacred,  1  fire  if  you 
do  Bf^yt  yfUMr^w*  When  I  pronounce  the  next^  number^ 
I  will  sh<9Qt  yo4  dead  where  you  stand.  I  am  yet  un- 
willing to  sbed  blood — I  give  you  another  chancy  of  flight 

r-— OUce-^tWic^i — THBJCUl" 

Everard  aimed  at  the  bosom,  and  discharged  his  pistoK 
The  figure  waved  its  arm  in  an  aUitude  of  scorn  ',  and 
a  Ipud  laugh  a^o^e,  during  which  the  light,  as  gradually 
growing  weaker,  d^r^ced  and  glimmered  upon  the  appa- 
rition of  the  ag^d  J^night,  and  then  disappeared.  Ever- 
|urd>  tefa*4>Joq^  rap  cpid  to  bis  heart — ^^  Had  be  been 
of  bliaM#  WfillW,"  b|B  thpught,  "  the  buUet  must  have 
piep^e^  hilp^Ir\^l^  I  have  neither  wiV  ;3Qr  power  to  figbt 
with  (aM^p^^fi^iCj^l  i»eiv^ 

Tkwf^imiff  oppfieg^n  was  now  ?o  ^tfong  as  to  be 
actually  sickening.  He  groped  bis  way  however  to  the 
fee^d^i  W<^  flws  <>P  the.^jo^ber?,  which  w^eyet  gleara- 
ia^  A  hwdy  Q^  4ry  fweJ,  If  presently  blazied  and 
affi)rded  him  light ^  ^^  sh^  room  ip  ev^ry  direction.  He 
looked  oa||tJ9^y,^l([po^t  timiclly,  airo^qd,  and  half  ex- 
ppUl^  JSC^9P^  4w#l^.  p^fttom  tP  becoine  visible.  JBut 
he  §a^  SqthlM;  ^^S  tb^  pld  furniture,  tjie  reading-desk 
and  ot|^  )^*ti^^,  !^hiph  bad  Wi^  left  in  the  same  state 
as  l^km  SSr  IJi^nry  I^p  depF^ej},  He  felt  an  uncontrol- 
lable desire,  mingled  with  much  ;'epMg,i?ance,  to  look  at 
ihe  ig^ftm^  9i  the  ancient  B^igjit,  which  the  form  he  had 
f9iep  «p#MWgly  ^^ewble<ij-  )He  hesitated  betwixt  the 
•PPPliffft  iei?ii»S?►h^t  ^\  Iftnc^h  ^Datcbed^  with  desperatf 
resolution,  the  taper  which  be  bad  extinguished,  and  re 


2\2  yit6Mi±i!ftT£. 

lighted  It,  er6  the  blaze  of  the  fuel  had  again  iifed  awaf 
He  held  it  up  to  the  ancient  portrait  of  Victor  Lee,  and 
gazed  on  it  with  eager  curiosity,  not  unnningled  with  fear- 
Ahnost  the  childish  terrors  of  his  earlier  days  returned, 
and  he  thought  the  severe  pale  eye  of  the  ancient  war^ 
rior  followed  his>  and  menaced  him  with  its  displeasure. 
And  although  he  quickly  argued  himself  out  of  such  an 
absurd  belief,  yet  the  mixed  feelings  of  his  mind  were 
expressed  in  words  that  seemed  half  addressed  to  the 
ancient  portrait. 

"  Soul  of  my  mother^s  ancestor,"  he  said,  "  be  it  for 
weal  or  for  woe,  by  designing  men,  or  by  supernatural 
beings,  that  these  ancient  halls  are  disturbed^  I  am  resolv* 
ed  to  leave  them  on  the  morrow." 

"  I  rejoice  to  hear  it,  with  all  my  soul,"  said  a  voice  be- 
hind him. 

He  turned,  saw  a  tall  figure  in  white,  with  a  sort  of 
turban  upon  its  head,  and  dropping  the  candle  in  th« 
exertion,  he  instantly  grappled  with  it. 

"  Thou  at  least  art  palpable,"  he  said. 

"  Palpable  ?"  answered  he  whom  he  grasped  so 
strongly — "  'Sdeath,  methinks  you  might  know  that  with- 
out the  risk  of  choking  me  ;  and  if  you  loose  me  not, 
m  show  you  that  two  can  play  at  the  game  of  wrestling." 

"  Roger  Wildrake  !"  said  Everard,  letting  the  cavalier 
loose,  and  stepping  back. 

"  Roger  Wildrake  f  ay,  truly.  Did  you  take  me  for 
Roger  Bacon,  come  to  help  you  to  raise  the  devil  ? — ^for 
the  place  smells  of  sulphur  consumedly." 

"  It  is  the  pistol  1  fired— did  you  not  hear  it  .^" 

"  Why  yesj  it  was  the  first  thing  waked  me — for  that 
night  cap  which  I  pulled  on,  made  me  sleep  like  a  dor- 
mouse— Pshaw,  I  feel  my  brains  giddy  with  it  yet." 

"  And  wherefore  came  you  not  on  the  instant  .^— 
I  never  needed  help  more." 

"  I  came  as  fast  as  I  could,"  answered  Wildrake  5 
*'  but  it  was  some  time  ere  I  got  my  senses  collected,  ii^r 
t  was  dreaming  of  that  cursed  field  at  Naseby-— and  then 


the  door  of  my  room  was  shut,  and  hard  to  open,  tffl  1 
played  th6  locksmith  with  my  foot." 

^'  How  !  it  was  open  when  I  went  to  bed,*^  saki 
Everard. 

"It  was  locked  when  1  came  out  of  bed,  though,* 
said  Wildrake,  "  and  I  marvel  you  heard  me  not  when  I 
forced  it  open." 

"  My  mind  was  occupied  otherwise,"  said  Everard. 

'Well,''  said  Wildrake,  "  but  what  has  happened  ?— 
Here  am  I  bolt  upright,  and  ready  to  fight,  if  this  yawning 
fit  will  give  me  leave — Motht^r  Redcap's  mightiest  is 
weaker  than  I  draqk  last  night,  by  a  bushel  to  a  bariey- 
corn — I  h^ve  quiffed  the  Very  elixir  of  malt — Ha— -jaw.** 

"  And  ^ome  opiate  besides,  I  should  think,"  said 
tlverafd. 

"  Very  like — ^very  like — less  than, the  pistol-shot  would 
hot  waken  me  ;   even  me,  who  with  but  an  ordinary 

trace-cup'  sleep  as  lightly  as  o,  maiden  on  the  first  of 
fay,  whqil  she  watches  for  flje  earliest  beam  to  go  to 
gather  dew.    But  what  ar6  you  abouf  to  do  nfext  ?*' 
"Nothing,"   answered  Everard.  - 

"Nothing  ?"  yaiid  Wildrake  in  surjirise.  ' 

"  I  speak  it,"  said  Colonel  Everard,  "  Idss  for  your 
Information,  thaifi'f(ir  that  of  Others  who  msty  hear  me, 
iJiat  r  will  leave  the  Lodge  this  mDrniiig,  and,  if  h  is  pos- 
sible, rembve  the  Commissioner}^.'* 

"  Hark,"  said  Wildrake;  "db  you  not  hear  some 
noise,  like  the  distant  sound  of  the  applause  of  a  theatre  ? 
The  goblins  of  the  place  rejoicd  ity  your  departure." 

"  t  shall  leave  Woodstock,"  said  Everard,  «  to  the 
occupation  of  my  uncle  Sir  Henry  Lee,  and  his  femily, 
if  they  choose  to  resume  it  ;  not  that  I  am  frightened 
into  this  as  a  concession  to  the  series  of  artifices  which 
have  been  pliayed  off  on  this  occasion,  but  solely  becairse 
such  was  my  intention  froni  the  begintiing.  But  let 
me  warn,"  (he  added,  raising  his  voice,) — "  let  roe  warn 
the  parties  concerned  in  this  combination,  that  though  it 
may  pass  off  successfully  on  a  fool  like  Desborough,  a 
visionary  like  Harrison,  a  coward  like  Bletson " 


;  |l^r«  ^  voice  di^liscily  3pofc€(,  as  standing  near  th^m 
— "  Or  a  wise,  moderate,  and  resolute  per30D,  {ike  Col-  4 
9Mi  Eiward," 

"  By  Heaven,  the  voice  carae  from  the  pictur,e^^  3aij|| 
Wiidjcake,  dcafwipg  his  sword  ;  "  I  will  pink  hi^  pWted 
frgiour  ftwr  him-" 

"  Offer  no  violence,"  said  Everard,  startled  at  th^ 
intjerpuptHyn,  but  resuming  with  jQirnin^ss  what  h9  was 
sayiif^— "  Lpt  those  engaged  be  a^are^.that  how^vi^r  ^his 
sttring^pf  artifices  may  be  immediately  successfnli  it  must 
when  ^sely  looked  into,  be  attended  with  the  punisb* 
(neat  p£  all  ^joocemed — ^the  total  demolition  of  Wood- 
9tack|  and  the  irremediable  downfaiU  of  the  family  of  Lee. 
f^t  aM  Qonearned  thin^  of  this,  and  desist  in  tim^e. . 

He  paused,  and  almost  expected  a  reply,  but  Jiopf 
findbi,canae. 

"  fe  i;*  a  jrery  odd  things"  said  Wildrake  ;  "but — j^aw- 

*lu^-dWf   brain  cannot  compa39  it  just  now  ;  it  whirls 

^Qund  Jjke  a  toast  in  a  bowl  of  n^uscadine  i  I  niust  A 

down— r^ha-yaiW— »nd  discuss  it  at  Jeiswre — Crramercy^ 

good  elbow-chair." 

So  saying,  be  threw  himself,  or  rather  sank  gradually 
down,  on  a  large  easy-chair,  which  had  been  often  press-  ^ 
ed  by  the  weight  of  stout  Sir  Henry  Lee,  and  in  an  in* 
stant  was  sound  asleep^  Everard  was  far  from  f^eliq^ 
the  same  inclination  for  slumber,  yet  his  mind  was  reliev- 
ed of  the  apprehension  of  any  farther  visitation  that  night , 
for  he  considered  his  treaQr  to  evacuate  Woodstock,  as 
made  known  to,  and  accepted  in  all  probability  by,  tho6» 
whom  the  intrusion  of  the  Commissioners  had  induced  to 
take  such  singular  measures  for  expelling  them.  His 
opinion,  which  had  for  a  time  bent  towards  a  belief  In* 
something  supernatural  in  die  disturbances,  had  now  re- 
turned ito  the  more  rational  mode  of  accounting  for  them, 
•by  dexterous  combination,  for  which  such  a  mansion  as 
Woodstock  afforded  so  many  facilities. 

He  heaped  the  hearth  with  fuel,  lighted  the  candle, 
and  examining  poor  Wildrake's  situation,  adjusted  him  as 
easily  in  the  d&air  as  he  could*  the  cavalier  stirring  his 


»1* 

bis  patioa'f  fl|wmtlQ  ^aTftr  4rM2JI^  fM  Qopfed^raqr,  for 
giioais  ha¥«  no  qcqwchi  4o  drug  m^'s  ppssfH^  Up  threw 
bimMlf  on  the  bed«  w4  while  h^  thought  those  strange 
eircufflstaoces  ov:er,  a  sweet  mi  low  strain  of  music  st& 
tbiou^  the  chamber,  the  word/s  "  Goodruigbt— good 
fught — good-night,"  tbri^  repo^tedt  each  (ime  io  a  softer 
and  more  distautt  Io0^,  jsmmpg  tP  ^S|ure  hw  that  the 
goblioa  and  be  nwsre  9$  tm^et  if  not  %%  pefi9e»  «od  that  he 
had  m^  men?  diatwb9i»ffe  t^  lej^iepf  U^ft  nigh^  0e  bi)d 
scarcely  the.cwi^g^  (tQ  i?aU  W^  ^  **  gpo^-night  /'  fof^  after 
ttt  Jbisi«i«urk»i^<^4h#  ei^j^i^^  i^  wt^  so  well 

fmSmQ^  9»  ^o  king  wjth  it  %  f^fWog  of  fj^t^,  Jf^t  li]p9 
flr^  m  mim^e  pxperienpe  duris^  thi^  perJfooiAaQce  of  1^ 
im^  ffi^Uf^f  prbich  th^y  Know  to  b^  Mnreal,  »od  whiob  yet 
«l&0(9  t^^r  99mm  by  its  pe^r  approach  to  natiJM^* 
^tep>fpr§«pok,bTO  ^^t  Im^  ?nd  ief>  Jtiiw  9«l  tfji  ^roajl 


gBAPTER  XVI. 

^od  yonder  ^ines  Aurora's  htrbinger, 

At  whose  approach  ghoM,  wandering  biM  — dflww, 

Tmop  hone  m  efawdHyanl— 

Midtummet  NigH'^  prnw- 

yfijn  the  fresh  air,  and  the  rising  of  morm^ig,  every 
fefeling  of  the  preceding  night  had  passed  away  from  Color 
-qel  Evfrard's  mind,  excepting  wonder  how  the  effects 
wbicb  he  had  witnessed  could  be  produced.  He  exam- 
ii^^d  th^  whole  room,  sounding  bolt,  floor,  and  wainscot, 
with  tus  JkouQkl^  i^pd  cane,  but  was  wiable  to  discen 
any  secret  passages  ;  while  the  door  secured  by  a  stron| 
««oss  bolt^and  ihe  lock  besides,  remained  as  firm  as  wher 
^p  had  fa^t^ed  it  on  the  preceding  evening.  The  ap 
IMuritioa  resembling  Victor  Lee  next  called  his  attention 


Ridfdutod^  iMoii«d  bad  been  6ftlibi|6i«eirfftt«dv^>fbiA%; 
lire, -or  one  exactly  re&emblitigiv  helping  Jbeen  ^etiwhh 
by  tiight  -  among  the  waste  apartments  and*  <^rridoi*8  of 
Die  old  pakce ;  and  Markham  Everard  had  often  beard 
strch  in  his  childhood.  He  was  angry  to  neeoUect  his 
own  deBciency  of  courage,  and  the  thrill  w\mh  he  felt 
6n  the  preceding  hfght,  when  by  confederacy,  doubtless, 
s/irch  an' object  wias  placed  before  his  ey^s. 

"Saifely,'^  he  said,  "this  fit  of  childish  folly  «o«Id  not- 
tiiakefme  rnis^  niy  aim--HmorV  likely  that  the  buHet  had 
been  withdrawn  clandestinely  from  my  pistol.'* 

He  examined  that  which  was  undischarged — ^he  found 
the  bullet  in  it.  He  investrgated  the  apartment  opposite 
to' the  point  at  which  he  had  fired,  and,  at  five  feet  from 
the  floor  in  a  direct  line,  between  the  bedside  and  the 
plii^  ^h^re  the  appearances  had  been  seen,  a  pistol*baU 
flffd^'^efcently  btiHed  itself  in  the  wainscot.  He  had  little 
doubt,  therefore,  that  he  had  fired  in  a  just  direction  , 
and  indeed  to  have  arrived  at  the  place  where  it  was 
lodged,  the  bullet  must  have  passed  through  the  appear- 
ance at  which  he  aimed,  and  proceeded  point  blank  to 
the  wall  beyond.  This  was  mysterious,  and  induced  him 
to  doubt  whether  the  art  of  witchcraft  or  conjuration  had 
not  been  called  in  to  assist  the  machinations  of  those 
daring  conspirators,  who,  being  themselves  mortal,  might, 
nevertheless  according  to  the  universal  creed  of  the  times, 
have  invoked  and  obtained  assistance  from  the  inhabitants 
of  another  world. 

His  next  investigation  respected  the  picture  of  Victor 
Lee  itself.  He  examined  it  minutely  as  he  stood  od  the 
floor  before  it,  and  compared  its  pale,  shadowy,  faintly 
traced  outlines,  its  faded  colours,  the  stern  repose  of  the 
eye,  and  deathlike  pallidness  of  the  countenance,  with  its 
diflTerent  aspect  on  the  preceding  night,  when  illuminated 
by  the  artificial  light  which  fell  foil  upon  it,  while  it  left 
every  other  part  of  the  room  in  comparative  darkness.  The 
features  seemed  then  to  have  an  unnatural  glow>  while  the 
rising  and  falling  of  the  flame  in  the  chimney  gave  the  head 
and  limbs  something  which  resembled  the  appearance  erf 


wooiirrocK.  1^1^ 

actual  motion.  Nbw,  seen  Itjf*  dajr,  it  was  a  meh)  pi^ 
ture  of  the  hard  and  ancient  school  of  Holbien  ;  laat 
DJght,  it  seemed  (it  the  moment  something  more.  De- 
termined to  get  to  the  bottom  of  this  contrivance  if 
possible,  Everard  by  the  assistance  of  a  table  and  chair, 
examined  the  portrait  still  more  closely,  and  endeavoured 
to  ascertain  the  existence  of  any  private  spring  by  which 
it  might  be  slipt  aside, — a  contrivance  not  urtfteque^t  hi 
ancient  buildings,  which  usually  abounded  with  means  of 
access  and  escape,  communicated  to  none*  bnt  the  lords 
of  the  castle,  or  their  immediate  confidants.  But  the 
panel  on  which  Victor  Lee  was  painted  was  firmly  fixed 
in  the  wainscoting  of  the  apartment,  of  which  it  made  a 
part,  and  the  Colonel  satisfied  himself  that'  it  could  not 
have  been  used  for  the  purpose  which  be  had  suspected. 
He  next  aroused  his  faithful  squire  Wttdrake,  who, 
notwithstanding  his  deep  share  of  the  "  blessedness  of 
sleep,"  had  scarce  even  yet  got  rid  of  the  efifects  of  the 
grace-cup  of  the  preceding  evening.  **'li  was  the  re- 
ward,*' according  to  his  own  view  of  the  matter,  "  of 
his  temperance  ;  one  single  draught  having  mad'e  htm 
sleep  more  late  and  more  sound  than  a  matter  of  half-a- 
dozen,  or  from  thence  to  a  dozen  pulls,  would  have  done, 
when  he  was  guilty  of  the  enormity  of  rere-suppers,*  and 
of  drinking  deep  after  them." 

"  Had  your  temperate  draught,"  said  Everard,  "  beeh 
but  a  thought  more  strongly  seasoned,  WHdrake,  thou 
hadst  slept  so  sound  that  the  last  trump  only  conld  have 
waked  thee." 

"  And  then,"  answered  Wildrake,  "  I  should  have 
waked  with  a  headach,  Mark  ;  for  I  see  my  modest  sip 
has  not  exempted  me  from  that  epilogue.— But  let  us  go 
forth  and  see  how  the  night,  which  we  have  passed  so 

*  Rere-§uppen  f^uati  arriert)  belonged  lo  a  tpedet  of  htloirf .  iBtradaeed  in 
die  jolly  daysofJ£ui|f  Atnes'i  extrevaganeer  and  continued  tbraugfa  the  sub- 
sequent reig^.  jHjc  supper  took  place  at  an  earfy  hour,  six  or  seven  o'clock  at 
latest— tbe  rewMtapper  was  a  poilltminary  baaqitet,  a  tet  d'amcn,  ^hitih 
made  its  appearance  at  ten  or  eleven,  and  served  as  ao  apok)gy  for  proKMi|(uig 
ihe  entertainment  till  midnight. 
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^m^ogtif^  k9»  benp  fP^ol^X  lim  f^nf  tb^^  I  suspect 
!tb6y  iarjj  «i  HgJM  willms  M>  ^yftputJ5  Woodstock,  unless 
ihoy  haiK»  -?iU?y9r  TiO^d  pett^r  tbftn^e,  pjr  at  Ipast  been 
roar*  Jmkf  m  loggings." 

>*  la  4iat  oa^e,  i  svUl  d?^atc^  thee  down  to  Joceline^s 
buty  V9  qegQt^  t|iQ  c^-QAlr^xipe  of  Sir  Henry  Lee  and 
bis  iiiin^ily  ip^  tb^r  old  ^parVQQj9t;s«  wber?,  my  interest 
Hiritb  tbe  Q^ner^  being  joMied  with  die  indifferent  repute 
of  the  p)^p  jtself,  I  think  Ui^y  have  little  chance  of  being 
distqrbed  eithi^r  by  the  presenti  Pf  by  any  new  Commis- 
sioQerf." 

<*  Qvrt  bo)¥  ^1^  tbey  to  defepd  tbeipsplves  ajgainst  the 
fieodsa  my  gftUapt  Colofl^l  ?"  ^id  Wildrake.  "  Me- 
tbink^tod  I  m  ipft^e*  W  yppd©f  pret^  girl,  such  as 
tbou  i4o$^  bos^ta  I  s^ovild  be  loath  tp  expose  her  to  the 
terior9  pf  A  ff sidenpQ  igt  Woodstock,  where  these  devils 
-^I  bf^  tb^  pardon,  for  I  ^^uppose  they  bear  every  word 
me  9ay*^^^b^e  iQerrygobJi^iS — make  sucb^a^  worjc  from 
twiUg^t  till  [Qorning  " 

^f  My  d<5?^r  WJldrake,"  5iaid  tbp  Colpnel,  "  I,  us  well 
A^  yoMt  believe  it  pps^ible  th^f  pur  speech  may  be  over- 
Wi^  ;  bqt  I  pfire  pot,  ^^A  will  ^pe^k  my  mind  plainly. 
I  Ui\isl  Sk  Jtfeory  and  Alice  v^  not  pngaged  in  this  siujr 
pjpt  5  I  p^pot  repopcHe  it  with  ^e  prldp  of  the  one,  the 
modesty  of  the  other,  or  the  good  3eose  pf  both,  that  any 
OM#ve  joOttW  f  ng^ge  tb^m  in  ;5p  j^tranp  a  conjunction 
Pm  the  fifads  are  ^  of  ypur  own  political  persuasjop, 
Wildrake,  a)l  true-hluje  p^v^jers  }  and  I  am  convinced, 
that  Sir  Henry  and  Alice  Lee,  though  they  be  unconnect- 
ed wrtb  ^enp,'faavp  not  tfee  sUgbtest  cau3e  to  be  appre- 
beq3i|re  pf  ^eir  goblin  fpajobinfitiop^.  Besides,  Sir 
Henry  and  Joc^lipp  must  kPPW  every  qprner  about  the 
place ;  it  will  be  Cpr  morp  di^pult  %p  play  off  apv  ghostly 
machinery  upon  him  than  upon  strangers.  But  let  us 
io  «ur  toilette,  aad  when  ^mter  andbn^MTi^dof^fbeir 
wprk,  wp  will  inquire  what  is  ne;^  to  be  d|pe.'' 

^  Nay,  that  wretched  ptiritan's  garb  of . mine  is  hardly 
worth  brushing,**  said  Wildrake  ;  "  and  but  for  this  btm- 
dred-weight  of  rusty  iron,  with  which  thou  hast  bedizened 


ta^l  Mi^  RKM  like  a  b^nkswpl  QmlMr  tbw  lu^rtbim 
elsA* '  Bitf  Pi]  muif^y^uu^ffM^fi  imi  ei^f^  vr»s  a  i;Aatiii| 
tQfp»  of  your  fiwrty," 

3q  iHayiQCt  4^pd  jhumnoog  ^  ibe  9^m»  tim^  the  (^a^^r 
tune, —  ♦ 

fkMfflHbr  ^  li«W»  Me  WMrbaU^ 
With  cobwebs  bung^  aroood  the  waU, 

Whep  tbe  King  jhall  enj^y  hii  own  agaia. 

*«Thou  forgettest  ivbo  arc  ^thout,*'  said  Celond 
ISrerard. 

**  No — 'I  remenoAber  wbo  are  witbln,^  Te|died  tuid  iKentf  ^ 
^  I  only  sin^  to  my  merry  goblins,  who  will  like  me  aH 
the  better  for  h.  Tush,  man,  ^be  devils  are  my  Aoh^m 
soaioSf  and  when  I  see  them,  I  will  warrant  they  prove 
foch  rolling  fjoys  as  Tknewwhen  I  served  under  Len^ 
ford  and  tjoring,  fellows  wiA  long  nails  that  nothing  es^ 
caped,  bottomless  stomachs  that  nothing  fllYad,*^mad  fe^ 
piflaging,  ranting,  drinking,  and  fighfingj^^^^eeping  rough 
on  ^e  trenches,  and  dying  stubborn^  in  their  boots. 
Ah  i  those  merry  days  are  gone.  WeH,  it  is  Hie  fashion 
to  make  a  grave  face  on*t  among  cavaliers,  and  especially 
the  parsons  that  h«ve  lost  their  tithe^gs  ;  but  I  was  teed 
for  idbe  dle(nent  of  the  time,  and  never  did  or  can  desire 
merrier  days  than  T  had  during  that  same  barbarou8| 
frioody,  and  Unnattn'at  rAeHion.'* 

**T!iou  wert  ever  a  t^W  sea-bird,  Roger,  even  accord^ 
ing  to  your  name  ;  liking  the  gale  better  4an  Ae  calm. 
|he  boisterous  ocean  %^er  than  the  smoodi  kke,  and 
your  rough,  #i!d  struggle  against &e  wind,  Aan  da%  food, 
ease,  and  giiiet.'* 

**  Pshaw  1  a  fig  for  jrour  iimooth  lake,  and  your  oM 
AVOBfian  to  feed  me  #Mi  brewer^s  grains,  ^fid  -die  poor 
drake  obliged-tof  ctnne  awattering  whenever  she  whistles ! 
Bvei^ard,l'Hfceto  Ibeitbe  wind  rustle  against  my  pinions, 
i'-now  dicing,  now^m  the  erest  of  *e  wave,  -now  m  ocean, 
^oow  in  ^ky— ^hatts  the  vHld-drafce's  joy,  my  grave  one  ! 
And  In  the<?ivft  War  so  it  went  with  ns— down  in  one 


couttty,  U|^iti'anot*rer,  b^ten  to-day,  rict^i^ious  to-naoT- 
itow— now  startririg  ta  some  barren  league^-^-now  rerel- 
ling  in  a  Presbyterian's  pantry — bis '  celbrs,  his  pbte-^ 
chest,  bis  old  juditt^l  thum^■rin|^  bis  prettjr  s^Ving- 
wench,  all  at  command  !"  ^ 

"  Husb,  friend,"  said  Eiperapd  ;  *'  remember  I  hold 
that  persuasion." 

"  More  the  pity,  Mark,  more  the  pity,**  said  Wildrake  ; 
"  but,  as  you  say,  it  is  needless  talking  of  it.  Let  us 
e'^goaqd^^e  hpw  jypur  Presbyterian  pastor,  Mr.  IJIold- 
enough,  has  fared,  and  whether  he  has  proved  more  a,t)lft 
t^  (oil  tl^  fpqj  Fienfl  •  t^aft  J^vp  ypu  bis .  dj§ciple  and 
puditqr."  . .  .  .  .  I  .. 

,,  Theyjeft  the  ^partaient  accordingly,  and  were  over-r 
wbelmed  with  tbe^  varipus;  incoherent  ^accounts  of  senti- 
Q^^.  and  9ther3,  aU  qf  whpm  bad  feen  or  beard  sometbung 
extrao^di^ry  IB  the  course  of  ;h^  nigbt-  It  is  needles^ 
^Q  describe  ,pariicjularly,  the  various  j^umours' which  eacl^ 
f^ontribu^efl  to  the  coivaion  stock,  v^itb  the, greater  alac- 
rity that  'm  such  cases  their  ^seems  always  to  be  a  sort  of 
disgrace  in  not  baviji^  seej^  or  suffered  as  much  as  other9« 

The  roost  moderate  oif  the  narrators  only  talked  of 
^nds  like  the  mewing  of  a  cat,  or  the  growling  of  a  dog, 
^peci^lly  the  squeaking  of  a  pig.  They  heard  also  as 
if  it  h^d  been  luiils  driven  and  saws  used,  anfi  the  clash- 
ing of  fetters,  and  the  rustling  of  silk  gowns,  and  the 
iK^es  of.  imisiQ,  and  to  short  all .  sorts  of  sounds  which 
bft ve  nothing  lo  do  with  each  other.  Others  swore  they 
^ad  ;3nc|^|t  javours  of  various  kinds,  chiefly  bituminous, 
;ndieatui§  a-Satanic-  derivation  ;  others  did  not  indeed 
swear,  but  protested,  to  visions  of  men  in  armour,  horses 
Vfithoiit  beads,  ^sses  with  horosi  and  cows  with  six  legs, 
potto.fneDtipn  black  figures,  whose  cloven  hoofs  gave 
])laih  information  what  realm  they  belonged  to. 
...  Bu^  these  strongly-attested  cases  of  nocturnal  disturb-* 
.BdikCQs  'among  the  sentinels  had  been  so  general,  as  to 
:prevent  alarm  and  succour  on  any  particular  point,  so 
ihat  those  who  were  on  duty  called  ia'  vain  on  the  corpt" 
de-garde,  who  were  trembling  on  their  own  post ;  and  an 


llert  eneinjr  might  bflrre  done  complete  execotibn  on  die 
whole  garrison.  But  amid  this  genera)  alert,  no  yiolenee 
appeared  to  be  meant,  and  annoyance,  not  injurj,  seem- 
ed to  have  been  the  goblin's  object,  excepting  in  the  case 
of  one  poor  fellow,  a  trooper,  who  bad  followed  Harrison 
in  half  hts  battles^  and  now  waa  sentinel  in  that  very  ves- 
tibule upon  which  Everard  had  recommended  them  to 
motmta  guard.  He  had  presented  his  carabine  at  some- 
thing which  eame  suddenhf  npon  him,  when  it  was  wrested 
out  of  hii  hands,  and  he  himself  knocked  down  with  the 
but-^end  of  it.  His  broken  head,  kni  the  drenched  bed- 
ding of  Desborough,  upon  whom  a  tub  of  dilefa-water 
had  been  emptied  during  his  sleep,  were  the  only  pieces 
of  real  evidence  to  attest  the  disturbances  of  the  night* 

The  reports  from  Harrison's  apartment  were  as  deliv- 
ered by  the  grave  Master  Tompkms,  that  tnily  the  Grene- 
tal  had  passed  the*  night  undisturbed,  though  there  was 
stii)  upon  him  a  deep  sleep,^aQd  a  Mding  of  the  ht»d» 
.  to  slumber  j  from  which  Everard  argued  that  the  machi- 
bators  bad  esteemed  Harrison's  part  of  the  reckoning 
snffieientiy  paid  off  on  the  preceding  evening. 

He  then  proceeded  to  the  apartment  doubly  garrisoned 
by  the  worshipful  Desborough,  and  the  philosophica] 
Bletson.  They  were  both  up  and  dressing  themselves, 
tbe  former  openninouthed  m  his  feeling  of  fear  and 
5fi&ring.  Indeed,  no  sooner  had  Everard  entered,  than 
the  ducked  and  dismayed  Colonel  made  a  dismal  com- 
plaint of  the  way  he  had  spent  the  night,  and  murmured 
not  a  little  against  his  worshipful  kinsman.  Car  imposing 
a  task  upon  him  which  inferred  so  much  annoyance. 

^  Could  not  his  Excellency,  my  kinsman  Noll,"  he 
said,  '^  have  given  his  poor  relative  and  brotber-*in-law 
a  sop  somewhere  els(e,  than  but  of  this  Woodstock^  which 
seems  to  be  the  devil's  own  porridge-pot  f  I  canmot  sup 
broth  with  the  Devil  ;  I  have  no  long  spoon-^not  L 
Could  he  not  have  quartered  me  in  some  quiet  comer, 
and  given  this  haunted  place  to  some  of  bis  preachers 
add  prayers,  who  know  the  Bible  as  well  as  the  muster* 
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pM  f  mbmmm  I  kMv  tb^  four  bosA  of  a  fii\9mr9nH 
Mg»  w  ih^  p^Mls  9f  •  tetm  qI  MeDi  bet^r  thftn  ^  ^N* 
b«iails«  pf  M^^^  Butl  wiilgm  it  over,  ac  oooi  md  £pr 
#ir9f ;  iiPpBi  of  Mfthly  gala  sball  never  malpe  me  fw  tb« 
kwIk  ^f  ^^  MNTi^  awax  bodily  by  tb^  4e«jj»  b^sntfi 
b#ieg  «#i  nfKii  my  bMd  09^  wbole  oigbi  a«4  9Qme4  fri^ 
4itfyM9»i^  ibe  mstr^No*  n^rr*}  am  to9  wis^  ii^r  4i«(f -' 

Mastar  BlUlfM  bad  a  diier«q|  pai^  |o  aii^  JB^  «9i»r 
plaiMd  §fiio  {Nmaoat  apooyaii9ei;oBlbei(oiiirarf,)]«d«t 
filarml  he  limuH  bava  flept  aa  wall  aa  e^m  JmiiA^'mlm 
life,  by(  jbf  ike  abiwpinable  diamrbaq^j^  ai^ad  Mad,  <if 
viaa  caUifff  m  arogis  (^very  balf  beur,  wkm  m  ^m^  «a  a 
i(§i  tt}9t(#d  bf  oM  »f  tMr  po$tfl — H^  i«»H«ld  f^bmt  b« 
$ai4i  ^-  ba^  dapi  ai9opg  a  wbote  $«bac^b  (^  w#Qb9i,  «f 
seeb  craamipa^  q^hM  b^  fcHif»d." 

^  Tbeo  y  w  tbiak  tbera  are  no  auoh  things  aa  ivimk 
tions,  Master  Bktson  ?"  said  Everard.  ^  I  iiaad  lo  ftta 
9eepdcal  on  tbo  subject ;  but  on  my  life,  lo-«agbl  Iw 
been  a  strange  one." 

"  Dreams,  dreams,  dreams,  my  siinf>Ie  Colooel,"  said 
Bletson,  tboagh  his  pale  face,  and  sbakii^  limbs,  kali<4 
the  asswBod  omirage  wi^h  whieh  be  spoka»  ^OM 
Cbaupar,  sir^  bath  told  us  tbe  -rttal  moral  oaH^^i-Ilo  waa 
an  old  frequenter  of  the  forest  of  Woodstock,  berof  ui^ 

**  Chaser  ?"  said  Desborough  ;  ^  sooKa  fauotaiaan  h** 
like,  by  his  name*--4]bes  he  walk,  like  Hearne  H  Wiadf 
sor  r 

^  Chaucer,"  said  Bletson,  ^  my  dear  Desharawgh,  h 
one  of  thoae  noaderful  fellows,  as  Coioaol  Evmcd 
knows,  who  Ufo  many  a  handred  years  after  ^ey  «ra 
burief],  and  whose  words  hamut  amr  ears  after  thour  bones 
are  longaooaldered  in  the  dust*" 

^<  Ay,  ay  4  well,^'  answered  Deahoroui^,  fo  whiam  Ihiy 
description  of  the  old  poet  was  ueintelligible^-*^^  I  for  000 
desifie  his  roofa  i^tber  than  hjaoompaayr— opeof  yoor  coai* 
junors,  I  warrant  bim.    But  what  mp  be  to  Ibe  imt^r  ?* 

<^  (>aly  a  slight  spell,  which  I  will  uk^  the  fcaedopn  U^ 
rapoat  to  Colonel  JSverard,*'  s^id  Bletson  ;  ^<  k^t  wN^ 
would  be  as  bad  as  Greek  to  thee,  PeshQC0u^ii.ft-01d 


CiKftiy  hyp  ib0  frhrit  Wwnf  of  wif  imivrm)  diittir^ 


Of  amnnM,  and  of  fire  with  rec}  g^kM^i. 
Right  as  the  kampqr  of  Melancbofy 
OaineA  meoy  a  naa  In  tleep  !•  ciy 
FMrfttrargnatlMibMd  tean  WMkr 
A4i«  iMlifi*  tM  Mm4c  4«9i^  will  4tai  «i4)i^' "^ 

Wbik  b#  wm  ihm  d^hiimkij  Er^nri  obserred  « 
faopk  Atickiog  out  iQr<w}  J»eiMi»tb  tbe  pillow  of  the  bed 
lately  occupied  by  the  bopoyrable  oienib^r- 

'^b  that  Cbauc«r/"  be  mif  m»kjin$  to  the  roluroe 
~"  J  vould  lik#  ID  Ipok  HI  tbe  passage ** 

"  Chaucer? — ^"said  6)e^son»  bnnmn^  tp  interfere  j 
«<  no-^tbut  is  liocr^tiiiat  injr  darling  lAUQreiius.  I  caiyiot 
let  you  see  it — ^I  b«Y9  aoque  private  warlca*'* 

But  b^  tbis  time  Evierar<d  bMA  tbie  bpok  ij9  bis  bapd. 
**  Z^H^eliiis !"  be  said  ;  "  np.  Master  Bletson — ^tbis  is 
001 1««uor«tius9  but  a  fitter  fiomfoj^r  in  4read  or  in  dan- 
gar-^-Wby  sboiild  yw  b^  asbami^d  of  it  ?— Only,  Blet^ 
sao,  instead  of  resting  ypur  beady  if  yov  can  but  anchor 
fwr  beart  upon  tbis  volusd^,  it  may  ^exye  you  in  better 
fltaad  tbao  LiMcreuua  or  ChaiAper  9itber." 

''  Wb^,  ivbat  book  is  it  f '  said  Blelsop,  his  pale  cbeek 
o^urwag  with  the  abaaae  of  dete^tiogu — ^'  Qb,  the  Bi- 
U^^i"  ib^wing  jt  down  contemptupuslv — "some book  of 
my  felkiw  GKbeoQ's^— these  Jews  h^r9  be^n  always  super- 
aver  since  Juireoars  tin^,  thou  kngwest— 


'  Qnafiacanquavolei  MM  aow 

Se  left  jm^  che  old  book  fojr  a  span,  I  warrant  you,  for  'tis 
a  well-meaning  fool." 

...''  H^  *wot|ld  spsxce  have  left  the  New  Testamenti  as 
lEfdl  as  the  x>W  said  Everard.  "  Cpme,  my  dear  Blet- 
asot  do  JDOt  be  ashamed  of  the  wisest  ihing  you  ever  did 
91 7«our  lifei supposing  you  took  your  Bible  in  an  hour  of 
anMFebenSiQOt  Wtb  a  Tiew  to  pirpfit  by  the  contents*** 
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Bletson's  Vatiitf  was  so  tniieh  galled,  Att  tt  cmmmi 
his  coDstitutional  cowardibe.     His  liule  tUq  fttgers  quiv- 
ered for  eagerness,  his  neck  and  cheeks  were  as  red  as 
scarlet,  and  his  articulation  was  as  thick  and  Tehement  at 
— in  short,  as  if  he  had  been  no  philosopher. 

^*  Master  Everard,"  he  said,  "  you  are  a  man  of  the 
sword,  sir — and,  sir,  you  seem  to  suppose  yourself  enti- 
tled to  say  whatever  comes  into  your  mind  with  respect 
to  civilians,  sir — But  I  would  have  you  remember,  sir, 
that  there  are  bounds  beyond  which  human  patience  may 
be  urged,  sir, — and  jests  which  no  man  of  honour  wM 
endure,  sir, — and,  therefore,  I  expect  an  apology  foi* 
your  present  language,  Colonel  Everard,  and  this  unman- 
nerly jesting,  sir— or  you  may  chance  to  hear  from  me 
In  a  way  that  will  not  please  you." 

Everard  could  not  help  smiling  at  this  expbsion  of 
valour,  engendered  by  irritated  self-love. 

"  Look  you,  Master  Bletson,"  he  said,  "  I  have  been 
a  soldier,  that  is  true,  but  I  was  never  a  bloody-minded 
one  5  and  as  a  Christian,  I  am  unwilling  to  enlarge  the 
kingdom  of  darkness  by  sending  a  new  vassal  thither  be- 
fore his  time.  If  Heaven  gives  you  time  to  repent,  I  see 
no  reason  why  my  hand  should  deprive  you  of  it,  which, 
were  we  to  have  a  rencounter,  would  be  your  fate  in  lb# 
thrust  of  a  sword,  or  the  pulling  of  a  trigger—^  therefore 
prefer  to  apologize  ;  and  I  call  De^orough,  if  he  halt 
recovered  his  wits,  to  bear  evidehce  that  Je^o' apoIo^K^ 
for  having  suspected  you,  who  are  completely  the  'stet*- 
of  your  own  vanity,  of  any  tendency,  howevter  i^ht,- 
towards  grace  or  good  sense.  And  I  farther  apologize 
for  the  ti(pethatl  have  wasted  in  endeavouring  to  wash  an. 
Ethiopian  white,  or  iii  recbnimending  rational  inquiry  to 
a  self-willed  atheist/*  " 

pletson,  overjoyed  at  the  turn  flie!  matter  had  taken-— 
fpr  the  defiance  was  scarce  out  of  his  mouth  ere  he 
began  to  tremble  for  the  consequence^ — answered  with 
ereat  ejEjgerness  and  civility  of  manner,— ^"  Nay,  dearest: 
Colonel,  say  no  more  of  it — an  apology  lis  aD  that  'U 
necessary  among  men  of  honour-^it  neither  leaves  dis* 


QODoar  widi  him  wbo  tsks  it|  oor  infiurs  d^gndbtioii  od 
him  who  mdces  it." 

"  Not  such  an  apology  as  I  have  made,  I  tnist^**  said 
die  ColooeK 

<^  No,  no — not  in  the  least,"  answered  Bletson,— 
*'  one  apology  serves  me  just  as  well  as  another,  and  Desbo^ 
rough  will  bear  witness  you  have  made  one,  and  that  it 
all  there  can  be  said  on  the  subject." 

"  Master  Desborough  and  you,"  rejoined  the  Colonel, 
<<  will  take  care  how  the  matter  is  reported,  I  dare  say, 
aad  I  cMily  recommend  to  both,  that,  if  mentioned  at  all, 
k  may  be  told  correctly." 

^*  Nay,  nay,  we  will  not  mention  it  at  aH,"  said  BletH 
SOD,  *'  we  will  forget  it  from  this  moment.  Only,  never 
suppose  me  capable  of  superstitious  weakness.  Had  I 
been  afraid  of  an  apparent  and  real  danger^-^why  such 
fear  is  natural  to  man— and  I  will  not  deny  that  the  mood 
of  mind  may  have  happened  to  me  as  well  as  to  others* 
But  to  be  thought  capable  of  resorting  to  spells,  and 
sleeping  with  books  under  my  pillow  to  secure  myself 
agaiofit  ghosts,  on  my  word,  it  was  enough  to  provoke 
one  to  quarrel,  for  the  moment,  with  his  very  best  friend, 
-**And  now,. Cok)nel,  what  is  to  be  done,  and  how  is 
our  doty,  to  be  executed  at  this  accursed  place?  If  I 
should  get  such  a  wetting  as  Desborough 's,  why  I  should 
die  of  catarrh,  though  you  see  it  hurts  him  no  more  than 
a  bucket  of  water. thrown  over  a  post-^horse.  You  are, 
I  prestune,  a  brother  in  our  commission,  bow  Are  you  of 
Gf)iaion  we  should  proceed  f " 

<'  Why,  in  good  time  here  comes  Harrison,^  said 
Everard,  ''  and  I  will  lay  my  commission  from  the  Ijord 
General  before  you  alL;  which,,  as  you  see.  Colonel  Des- 
borough, commands  you  to  desist  from  acting  on  your 
prosent  authority,  and  intimates  bis  pleasure  accordingly, 
that  you  withdraw  from  this  place." 

Desborough  took  the  paper  and  exantiined  ishe  signa*- 
iurcw — *<  It  is  JNoll's  signature,  sure  enough  ■  "  said  he, 
drofiping  his  under  jaw  5  "  only,  every  time  of  late  he 
has  made  the  Oliver  as  large  as  a  giant,  while  the  Crom- 
wdl  creeps  after  like  a  dwarf,  as  if  the  surname  werr 
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Mie:l»<Aiipp#er««0o{lh0l»  dq»yt«9iUiif#  Biitit 
his  Excellency,  our  kiDsinan,  NoU  CtmtkwtU  (gjneo  ha 
hm  the  «titnlt(B^  ]r«t9)  so  itorvastiDiible  as  t»  think  his 
relations  and  friends  are  to  be  set  upon  their  beads  til 
tbej  iiav>6  tbe  crick  in  their  neck-»drenched  as  if  they 
had  be^  plunged  b  a  horse-pond — frightened,  day  and 
Mght,  by  all  sort  of  devils,  witches,  and  fairies,  and  get 
not  a  penny  of  smartHfnoney  ?  Adzooks,  (forgive  me  for 
tfirearkig,)  if  that's  the  case  I  had  better  home  to  my 
farm,  amd  mbd  team  and  herd,  than  dangle  after  such 
a  thinUcM  person,  though  I  have  wired  bis  sister^  She 
was  poor  enough  when  I  took  her,  for  as  high  as  Not 
hoUA  his  faef^  now" 

^  k  itf  Hdt  my  purpose/'  said  Bletson,  <^t0  stir  debate 
ki  thb  hoBOwrible  meeting  ;  and  no  one  will  doubt  tbe 
vieneralkm  and  attachment  which  I  bear  to  our  noble 
General,  whom  tbe  current  of  events,  and  his  own  nmtcb* 
less  qualities  of  courage  and  constancy,  have  raised  so 
high  id  these  defrforable  days.— ^If  I  were  to  term  hit* 
a  direct  and  immediate  emanation  of  tbe  .^ittfiitf^  MufiH 
itself^^something  which  Nature  had  produced  ki  her 
proudest  hour,  while  exerting  herself  as  is  her  law,  for 
the  preservation  of  the  creatures  to  whom  she  has  giveu 
existence— I  should  scarce  exhaust  the  ideas  whieh  I  eii'*> 
tertain  of  him.  Always  protesting,  that  I  an  by  no 
means  to  be  held  as  admitting,  but  merely  as  grantii^ 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  the  possible  existence  of  that 
toecies  of  emanation,  or  exhalation,  from  tbe  Animtm 
Mundij  of  which  I  have  made  mention.  I  appeal  to 
jrou,  Colonel  Desborougb,  who  are  bis  Excellency's  re- 
lation-^to  you,  Celooel  Everard,  who  boM  the  dearefr 
title  of  his  friend,  whether  I  have  overrated  ity  zeal  in 
his  behalf?" 

Everard  bowed  iit  this  pause,  but  Desborougb  gave  a 
more  complete  authenticatioii.  *^  Nay,  I  can  bear  wit>- 
ness  to  Aat.  I  have  seen  when  you  were  wiHiog  to  tie 
his  points  or  brush  his  cloak,  or  the  fike^-^-and  to  be 
treated  thus  ungrateftilly^^and  gudgeoned  of  theoffwr^ 
lunkies  which  bad  been  giveo  vou*  ■*    " 


<<  It  is  ool  for  thai,''  said  BletaoOf  waving  bis  hand 
gracefuHj.     '^  You  do  me  wrong,  Master  Desborougb-^ 
jroo  do  mleed,  kind  sir— allbougb  I  know  you  meant  it 
MOt-^N6,  siff«-HK>  partial  consideration  of  private  interest 
prevaded  oa  me  to  undertake  tbis  cbarge.     It  was  con- 
ferred en  me  by  tbe  Parliament  of  England^  in  wbose 
name  tbis  war  conmiencedy  and  by  the  Council  of  Stata, 
wbo  ju*e  tbe  coesenrators  of  Engltod's  liberty.     And  tbe 
chance  and  serene  bope  of  serving  tbe  countryi  tbe  con* 
fidence  tbat  I— ^and  you^  Master  Desborougb — and  you, 
wortby  General  Harrion-^-^superior,  as  I  am,  lo  all  selfish 
consideratioos«-«^0  whicb  I  am  sure  you  also^good  Coloud 
Everardy  would  be  sup^rior^  bad  you  beeii  named  in  tbis 
Conmiission,  as  I  woitid  to  Hekven  you  bad— I  say^  tbe 
bope  of  serving  the  country,  wilh  the  aid  of  such  re- 
speetable  associates,  oike  and  all  of  them^-^as  weU  as  you, 
Colonel  Everard,  supposing  ydu  to  have  been  of  tbe 
number,  indneed  nle  to  ascept  of  tbis  oppctftumtyy  wbe^e* 
by  I  migbt^  gratuiteiisly^  with  youi*  assistimce,  render  so 
much  advantage  to  our  dear  mother  tbe  Commonwealth 
of  England, — Sucb  was  my  faepo^^my  trnst-'-my  confi- 
dence.    And  now  comes  my  Lord  General's  warrant  to 
dissolve  the  authority  by  wfaicb  We  are  entided  to  act 
Gentlemen,  I  ask  this  bonpwrabk  niee^g^  (with  aU  re« 
spect  to  his  Exc^ellency,)  whether  his  Comrais^on  be 
paramount  to  that  from  which  he  btsoaelf  directly  bddy 
Air  eommissioo  f  No  one  wiU  say  so.     I  ask  whether  he 
has  climbed  into  the  seat  firooi  which  ibe  late  Man  de« 
scended,  or  bath  a  ^eat  seal,  oi*  meand  lo  proceed  by 
prerogative  in  such  i,  case  i    1  cannot  see  reason  to  be* 
lieve  it,  and  tberefore  I  must  resist  such  doctrine.    I  am 
in  your  judgment,  my  brave  and  honourable  toUei^ues ; 
but,  tamdmg  ray  own  poor  opbrion,  I  feel  myielf  under 
the  unhappy  seeesrity  of  fwooeedii]^  in  our  comottssioni 
as  if  the  intenmplion  had  not  taken  place ;  with  tbis  addi'- 
tibn,  diat  ibe  Board  of  Sequestrators  should  sit,  by  day, 
at  this  same  Lodgeof  Wo^^oek^  but  that,  to  reconeUe 
tbe  minds  of  weak  brethren,  who  may  be  afflicted   by 
superstitious  rumours,  as  well  as  to  avoid  any  practice  on 


8S6  v^'u'dBsrooK*  ' 

otir  pefsons  by  the  malignantB^  whoy  I  am.ciNnriiiced/Bre 
busy  m  this  neighbourhood,  we  shouldremove  our  sittings  afr 
ter  sunset  to  the  Geoj^e  Inn,in  the  neighbouring  borough." 

"  Good  Master  Bletson,"  replied  Colonel  Everard^ 
"  it  is  not  for  me  to  reply  to  you  ;  but  you  may  know  in 
what  characters  this  army  of  England  and  their  GeneraJ 
write  their  authority.  I  fear  me  the  annotation  on  this 
precept  of  the  General,  will  be  expressed  by  the  march 
of  a  troop  of  horse  from  Oxford  to  see  it  executed,  ] 
believe  there  are  orders  out  for  that  effect ;  and  you 
know  by  late  experience,  that  the  soldier  will  obey  his 
General  equally  against  King  and  Parliament/' 

"  That  oliedience  is  conditional,"  said  Harrison,  start^ 
ing  fiercely  up.  '*  Know'st  thou  not,  Markham  Everard^ 
that  I  have  followed  the  man  Cromwell  as  close  as  the 
bull-dog  follows  his  master  ? — and  so  I  will  yet ; — but  I 
am  no  spaniel,  either  to  be  beaten,  or  to  have  the  food  I 
have  earned  snatched  from  me,  as  if  I  were  a  vile  cur, 
whose  wages  are  a^  whipping,  and  free  leave  to  wear  ray 
own  skin.  I  looked,  amongst  the  three  of  us,  that  we 
might  honestly,  and  piously,  and  with  advantage  to  tba 
Commonweahb,  have  gained  out  of  this  conmiissioD 
three,  or  it  may  be  five  thousand  pounds.  And  does 
Cromwell  imagine  I  will  part<  with  it  for  a  rough,  word  I 
No  man  goeth  a  warfare  on  his  own  charges.  He  that 
serves  the  altar  must  live  by  the  altar — and  the  saints 
must  hare  means  to  provide  them  with  good  harness  and 
fresh  horses  against  the^unsealing  and  the  pouring  forth. 
Does  Cromwell  think  I  am  so  much  of  a  tame  tiger  as 
to  permit  him  lo  rend  from  me  at  pleasure  the  miserably 
dole  he  hath  thrown  me  ?  Of  a  surety  I  will  resist ;  and 
the  men  who  are  here^  being  chiefly  of  my  own  regiment 
— men  who  wait,  and  who  expect,  with  lamps  burning 
and  loins  girded,  and  each  one  his  weapon  bound  upon 
his  thigh,  will  aid  me  to  make  this  bcAise  good  against 
every  assault-«-ay,  even  against  Cromwell  Umself,  untU 
the  latter  coming-— Sehh  !  Selah  ! " 
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^  And  I9"  sakl  Desborough,  **  will  levj  droops  an^ 
protect  your  out-quarters,  not  choosing  at  present  to  close 
myself  up   in   garrison—" 

^  And  I,"  said  Bletson,  <<  will  do  my  part,  and  bie 
me  to  town  and  lay  the  matter  before  Parliament,  arising 
in  my  place  for  that  effect." 

Everard  was  litde  moved  by  all  these  threats.  The 
only  ibrmidable  one,  indeed,  was  that  of  Harrison,  whose 
enibusiasm,  joined  with  his  courage,  and  obstinacy,  and 
character  among  the  fanatics  of  his  own  principles,  made 
him  a  dangerous  enemy.  Before  trying  any  arguments 
with  the  refractory  Major-General,  Everard  endeeroured 
10  moderate  his  feelings,  and  threw  something  in  about 
the  late  disturbances. 

.  '^  Talk  not  to  me  of  supernatural  dtsturbaaces,  young 
n^n — ^talk  not  to  me  of  enemies  in  the  body  or  out  of  the 
body.  Am  I  not  the  champion  chosen  and  commission- 
ed to  encounter  and  to  conquer  the  great  Dragon,  and 
the  beast  which  cometb  out  of  the  sea  ?  Am  I  not  to  com* 
mand  the  left  wing,  and  two  regiments  of  the  centre,  when 
the  Saints  shall  encounter  with  the  countless  legions  of 
Gog  and  Magog  ?  I  tell  thee  that  my  name  is  written  on 
the  sea  of  glass  mingled  with  fire,  and  that  I  will  keep 
this  place  of  Woodstock  against  all  mortal  men,  and 
against  all  devils,  whether  in  field  or  chamber,  in  the 
forest  or  in  the  meadow,  even  till  the  Saints  reign  in  the 
fullness  of  their  glory." 

Everard  saw  it  was  then  time  to  produce  two  01  three 
lines  under  Cromweirs  hand,  which  he  had  received  from 
the  General,  subsequently  to  the  communication  through 
Wildrake.  The  information  they  contained  was  calcu- 
lated to  allay  the  disappointment  of  the  Commissioners. 
This  document  assigned  as  the  reason  of  superseding  the 
Woodstock  Commission,  that  he  should  probably  propose 
to  the  Parliament  to  require  the  assistance  of  General 
Harrison,  Colonel  Desborough,  and  Master  Bletson,  the 
honourable  member  for  Littlefaith,  in  a  much  greater 
matter,  namely,  the  disposing  of  the  royal  property,  and 
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diaparking  of  4be  King's  forest  «t  Windfior.  So  soon  a? 
this  idea  waa  started  all  parties  pricked  up  tlieir  ears>  and 
tbeir  drooping,  and  gloomy,  and  vindictive  kx)ks  began  19 
fffHB  place  to  courteous  smileS)  aad  lo  a  ebeerMness, 
whi^  laughed  in  tiheir  eyes,  and  turned  tbw  mustaches 
upwards. 

(voloriej  Desborough  acquitted  his  right  bopoumble 
and  exceUe^it  cousin  and  kinsman  of  «U  species  of  on* 
kindness ;  Master  Bletsou  discovered,  that  the  iateresi  of 
the  state  was  trebly  concerned  in  the  good  administrftiioo 
of  Windsor,  more  thaiA  in  that  of  Woodstock.  As  ior 
HarrisiOA»  be  exclaimed,  without  disguise  .or  ^esilatiQ9t 
that  the  gleaming  of  the  grapes  of  Windser  wa»  belter 
than  the  vintage  of  Woodstock.  Thus  speaking,  the 
glance  of  bis  dark  eye  cj^pressed  as  much  triumph  in 
die  proposed  earthly  advantage,  as  if  it  had  no|  beeaai^ 
cording  to  bis  vain  persuasion,  to  be  shortly  exchanged  for 
his  share  in  the  general  reign  of  the  Millenium.  His 
delight,  in  short,  resembled  the  joy  of  an  eagle»  who 
preys  upon  a  lamb  in  the  evening  with  not  the  \^  niishf 
because  she  descries  in  the  distant  landscape  a  hundred 
thousand  men  about  to  jpin  battle  with  day  break,  and 
to  give  her  an  endless  feast  on  the  hearts  and  life-blood 
ef  the  valiant. 

Yet  though  all  agreed  that  they  would  be  obedient  to 
the  General's  pleasure  ia  this  matter,  Bletson  proposed,, 
as  a  precautionary  measure,  in  which  all  agreed,  tbal 
they  should  take  up  their  abode  for  some  time  in  the  town 
of  Woodstock,  to  wait  for  their  new  commissions  re^ 
specting  Windsor  ;  and  this  upon  the  prudential  consid- 
eration, that  it  was  best  not  to  sUp  one  knot  until  another 
was  ^st  tied* 

Each  commissioner,  therefore,  wrote  to  Olivet  iodi* 
▼idually,  stating^  in  his  own  way,  the  depth  and  beigblf 
length  and  breadth,  of  his  attachment  to  him*  Each  ex- 
pressed himself  resolved  to  obey  the  General's  injunctions 
to  the  uttermost ;  but  with  the  same  scrupulou»  devotioa 
to  the  Parliament,  each  found  himself  at  a  loss  bow  to 
lay  down  the  commission  intrusted  to  them  by  that  body 
and  therefore  felt  bound  in  conscience  to  take  up  bis  res- 


id^iM^e  8t  tbe  boro«gh  of  Wo64ttoek»  itiat  be  m^hl  Ml 
seem  lo  abaadbo  tbe  ebtrge  eomauMd  W  tbeoii  wlil 
ikeey  sfaottld  b^  MU«d  to  atoMilrale  tbtf  weigbliar  mtttter 
of  WisdMlr,  m  wkUk  ibcjr  «zf  retsed  ibei»  wiUmi^mm 
mstantly  to  devote  tberaselves,  accordiog  to  bis  Excel- 
lency's pleasure. 

Tilts  was  tbe  general  -s^fIo  of  tbeir  letters,  varied  by 
the  cfaaracteristic  flourisbes  of  tbe  wrfters.     Desborongb, 
for  example,  said  sometbing  aboot  tbe  religious  duty  of 
providkig  for  one's  Mm  boHsellGMy  Mf  be  blundered  tbe 
text.       Bletson  wrote  long  and  big  words  about  tbe  polit- 
ical dbligadon  incumbent  o»  every  miemhet  of  tbe  com- 
munity, on  evefy  person,  to  ^criflce  tris  titae  and  talenU 
to  tbe  seryice  of  bis  country  ;  wbile  Harrison  talked  of 
tbe  littleness  of  present  affiiirs,  in  comparison  of  tbe  ap- 
proaching tremendous  change  of  all  things  beneath  tbe 
sun.     But  although  tbe  garnishing  of  the  various  epistles 
was  di^rent,  the  result  came  to  the  same,  that  thev 
were  determined  at  least  to   keep  sight  of  Woodstock 
until  they  were  well  assured  of  some  better  and  more 
profitable  commission. 

Everard  also  wrote  a  letter  in  the  most  grateful  terms  io 
Cromwell,  which  would  probably  tave  been  less  warm 
had  he  known  more  distinctly  than  his  follower  chose  to 
tell  him,  the  expectation  under  which  tbe  wilv  General 
bad  granted  bis  request.  He  acquainted  his  Excellency 
with  his  purpose  of  continuing  at  Woodstock,  partly  to 
assure  himself  of  the  motions  of  the  three  Commission- 
ers,  and  to  watch  whether  they  did  not  again  enter  upon 
the  execution  of  the  trust,  which  they  had  for  the  present 
renounced,— and  partly  to  see  that  some  extraordinary 
circumstances,  which  had  taken  place  in  the  Lodge,  and 
which  would  doubtless  transpire,  were  liot  followed  by  any 
explosion  to  the  disturbance  oi  the  pubfic  peace.  He 
knew  (as  he  expressed  himself)  that  his  Excellency  was 
so  much  the  friend  of  order,  that  he  would  rather  dis- 
turbances or  insurrections  were  prevented  than  punished  J 
and  he  conjured  the  General  to  repose  confidence  in  his 
exertions  for  the  public  service  by  every  mode  within  his 


|xiw8r  i  noc  aware,  it  w9l  be  observed,  in  what  peciditt 
sense  his  general  pledge  might  be  interpreted. 

These  letters  bemg  made  up  into  a  packet,  were  fer^ 
wardedi  to  Windsor  bjr  a  trooper,  detached  oo  tliat  ermnd^ 


CHAPTER  XVU^ 

I 

W«d9lMi««HrMftr 

Qbt  calmer  nooieau  ar»  afraid  to  vmrer. 

Jhtomfnumt. 

While  the  Commissioners  were  jpreparing  to  remove 
themselves  from  the  Lodge  to  the  inn  at  the  borough  of 
Woodstock,  with  all  that  state  and  bustle  which  attend 
the  movements  of  great  persons,  and  especially  of  such 
to  whom  greatness  is  not  entirely  fkmiliar,  Everard  held 
some  colloquy  with  the  'Presbyterian  clergyman,  Master 
Holdenough,  who  had  issued  from  the  apartment  which 
he  had  occupied,  as  it  were  in  de6ance  of  the  spirits*  by 
whom  the  mansion  was  supposed  to  be  disturbed,  anc^ 
whose  pale  cheek,  and  penlsive  brow,  gave  token  that  he! 
had  not  passed  the  night  more  comfortably  than  the  other 
inmates  of  the  Lodge  of  Woodstock.  Colonel  Everard 
having  offered  to  procure  the  reverend  genttei^an  some' 
refreshment,  received  this  reply  : — "  This  day  shall  I  not 
taste  ibod,  saving  that  which  we  are  assured  of  as  suffi- 
cient for  our  sustenance,  where  it  is  promised  that  our 
bread  shall  be  given  us  and  our  water  shall  He  sure.  Not 
tfiat  I  fast,  in  the  papistical  opinion  that  it  adds  to  those 
merits,  which  are  but  an  accumulation  of  filthy  rags  ; 
but  because  I  hold  it  needful  that  no  grosser  sustenance 
should  this  day  cloud  my  understanding,  or  render  less 
pure  and  vivid  the  thanks  I  owe  to  Heaven  for  a  most 
wonderful  preservation/' 


WOMItT«OB» 

<'  Maater  HoMaMogh,'*  0tid  Eferard,  <<  ]f«Hi  ara^  ] 

know,  both  a  good  man  and  a  bold  one,  and  I  sai^'you 
laM  i^hl  courageoualy  go  ufion  your  aaored  duty,  wben 
soldiers,  a«d  iried  ones,  aeened  considerabfy  alarmed.'' 

<«  Too  courageott8-*too  venturous,"  was  Master  Hold- 
enough's  reply,  the  boldness  of  whose  aspect  seemed 
completely  to  have  died  away.  **  We  are  frail  crea- 
tures, Master  Everard,  and  frailest  when  we  think 
ourselves  strongest*  Oh,  Colonel  Everard,"  he  added, 
after  a  pause,  and  as  if  the  confidence  was  partly  bvolun- 
tary,  *'  1  have  seen  that  which  I  shall  never  survive  !" 

**  You  surprise  roe,  reverend  sir,"  said  Everard  ;— 
'*  amy  I  request  you  will  speak  more  plainly  ?  I  have 
beard  some  stories  of  this  wild  night,  nay,  have  witness- 
ed strange  things  myself;  but,  methinks,  1  would  be 
much  interested  in  knowing  the  nature  of  your  disturb- 
ance." 

**  Sir,"  said  the  clergyman,  '*  you  are  a  discreet  geo^ 
deman  ;  and  though  I  would  not  willingly  that  these  ber^ 
etics,  schismatics,  Brownists,  Muggletonians,  Anabaptists, 
and  so  forth,  had  such  an  opportunity  of  triumph,  as  mr 
defeat  in  this  matter  would  have  afforded  them,  yet  with 
you,  who  have  been  ever  a  faithful  follower  of  our  church, 
and  are  pledged  to  the  good  cause  by  the  great  National 
League  and  Covenant,  surely  I  would  be  more  open. 
Sit  we  down,  therefore,  and  let  me  call  for  a  glass  of 
pure  water,  for  as  yet  I  feel  some  bodily  faltering  ; 
though,  I  thank  Heaven,  I  am  in  mind  resolute  and  com- 
posed as  a  merely  mortal  man  may  after  such  a  vision. 
— ^They  say,  worthy  Colonel,  that  looking  on  such  things 
foretells,  or  causes,  speedy  death— I  know  not  if  it  be 
true  ;-  but  if  so,  I  only  depart  like  the  tired  sentinel  when 
bis  officer  releases  him  irom  his  post ;  and  glad  shall  I 
be  to  ck)se  these  wearied  eyes  against  the  sight,  and  shut 
these  harassed  ears  against  the  croaking,  as  of  frogs,  of 
Antinomians,  and  Pelagians,  and  Socinians,  and  Armin- 
ians,  and  Arians,  and  Nullifidians,  which  have  come  up 
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inle  ouf  England,  Mke  tboM  fB%f  MpMeslnto  Ae  house 
of  Ptmraoh." 

Here  one  of  the  sQrvaqid  who  had  been  suflupsoned, 
enteped  with  a  oup  of  water,  gasing  at  the  same  time  in 
the  fkce  of  the  clergyman,  as  if  his  stu|>id  grey  eyes  were 
endeavouring  to  read  what  tragic  tale  was  written  on  his 
brow  ;  and  shaking  his  empty  souH  as  he  left  the  room, 
with  the  air  &f  one  who  was  protid  of  having  discovered 
iktLt  all  was  not  exactly  right,  though  he'eould  not  so  well 
§uess  what^was  wrong. 

Colonel  Everard  invited  the  good  man  to  take  some 
refreshment  mope  genial  than  the  pure  element,  but  he 
decfined  :  <<  I  am  in  some  sort  a  champioii,'*  he  st  d  ; 
^  and  though  I  have  been  foiled  in  the*  late  eontrovers* 
with  th^  Enemy,  stM  I  have  my  tru^apet  ta  give  ^ 
alarm,  and  my  sharp  sword  to  snrite  witba)  |  therefbre, 
like  the  Nazarites  of  old,  I  will  eat  nothing  that  cometh 
of  ^  vine,  nehher  drink  wine  nor  strong  drink,  until 
these  my  days  of  combat  shall  have  passed  away.'' 

Kifidhr  and  respeotftilly  the  Colonel  anew  pressed 
Master  Holdienou^b  to  communicate  the  crests  that  had 
beftillea  him  on  the  preceding  ni^t ;  and  the  good  eler- 
gyman  proceeded  as  follows,  with  that  Kttle  characterise 
ileal  touch  of  vanity  in  his  narrative,  which  naturally  arose 
out  of  the  part  he  had  played  in  the  world,  and  the  hiflu^ 
ence  which  he  had  exercised  over  the  minds  of  others^ 
"  I  was  a  young  man  at  Ae  ITiaiversity  of  Cambridge,**  he 
said,  ^<  when  t  was  particularly  bound  in  friendship  to 
a  feUow-student,  perhaps  because  w^  w^re  esteemed 
(lhoug|h  it  is  vain  to  mention  it)  the  most  hopeibl  scholars 
at  our  coHege  }  and  so  ecjually  advanced,  that  it  was  dif- 
ficuh,  perhaps,  to  say  which  was  the  greater  proficient  ki 
his  studies^  Only  our  tutor,  Master  Purefoy,  used  to 
say,  Aat  if  my  comrade  bad  the  advantage  of  me  te 
gifts,  I  had  the  bettor  of  him  in  graee }  for  he  was  attach- 
ed to  the  profene  learnhig  of  the  classics,  always  nnpro- 
itable,  often  impious  and  impure  ;  and  I  bad  light  enough 
to  turn  my  studies  unto  the  sacred  tongues.  Also  we 
differed  in  our  opinions  touching  the  Church  of  England, 


iir  he  bdd  AtmUim  opiokMiSt  with  Lind^  aad  thoM 
mho  would  commcC  <mr  ecclesiastical  establisbmeDl  with 
eke  miL  aad  make  the  Chufcb  dependent  on  the  breath 
of  aa  emfMy  naik  In  fine,  be  favoured  Prebcy  both 
ID  esseotMrls  and  ceremonials  ;  and  aitbougb  we  parted 
with  tears  and  embraces,  it  was  to  firilow  very  different 
courses*  He  obtained  a  liring,  and  became  a  great  coo* 
troversial  writer  in  behalf  of  tbe  Bishops  and  of  the 
Court*  I  also^  as  n  well  known  to  you,  to  the  best  of 
my  poor  abilities,  sharpened  my  pen  in  the  cause  of  the 
poor  oppressed  people,  whose  tender  consciences  reject* 
ed  the  rites  and  ceremonies  more  befitting  a  papistical 
than  a  reformed  Church,  and  which,  according  to  ,tbe 
blinded  policy  o(  the  Court,  were  enforced  by  paiift  and 
penalties.  Then  came  the  CiWl  War,  and  I— -called 
thereunto  by  my  ooosc^nce,  and  nothing  fearing  or  sus- 
peetiog  what  miserable  consequences  have  chanced» 
ttnroo^  the  rise  of  diese  Independents-— consented  to 
lend  my  coontenance  and  labour  to  the  great  work,  by 
beooflCHog  chaplain  to  Colonel  Harrison's  regiment.  Not 
that  I  mttn^led  with  carnal  weapons  in  the  field*— which 
HeaTen  ferlMd  liiat  a  minister  of  the  altar  should— but  I 
preached,  exhorted,  and,  in  time  of  need,  was  a  surgeon 
as  well  to  the  woinds  of  the  body  as  of  the  soul;  Now 
it  fell  towards  die  en4  dT  the  war,  that  a  party  of  malig- 
naots  had  smedi  on  a  strong  house  in  the  shire  of  Shrews* 
tpry,  situated  on  a  small  island,  advanced  into  a  lake, 
and  accessiMe  oolyhy  a  small  and  narrow  causeway. 
From  tbenoe  they  made  excufsioos,  and  vexed  the  coui^ 
tiy  ;  and  high  time  it  was  lo  suppress  them,  so  that  a 
part  of  our  rsgimeiit  went  to.  reduce  them  ;,  and  I  was 
leqoesled  to  go,  for  they  were  few  in  number  to  take  in 
so  strong  a  place,  and  the  Colonel  judged  that  my  exbor- 
tatioiM  would  inake  them  do  valiantty.  And  so»  con- 
tary  to  my  wont,  I  went  forth  with  them,  even  to  the 
field,  where  there  was  valiant  fighting  on  both  sides. 
Nevertheless  the  mahgaants  shooting  their  wall-pieces  at 
as,  had  so  orach  the  advantage,  thai,  after  bursting  theii 
gates  with  a  salvo  of  our  cannon,  Cohmel  Harrison  order 
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ed  bis  OMB  to  adtaoce  on  the  ctuaeway^  md  try  ta  carrf 
die  place  by  storm.  Natbeless,  although  our  men  did 
valiantly,  advancing  in  good  order,  yet  being  galled  on 
every  side  by  the  fire,  they  at  length  fell  into  disorder, 
and  were  retreating  with  much  loss,  Harrison  himself 
valiantly  bringing  up  the  rear,  and  defendiog  them  as  he 
could  against  the  enemy,  who  sallied  forth  in  pursuit  of 
them,  to  smite  them  hip  and  thigh.  Now,  Colonel  Eve* 
rard,  I  am  a  man  of  a  quick  and  vehement  temper  by 
nature,  though  better  teaching  than  the  old  law  hath  made 
me  mild  and  patient  as  you  now  see  me.  I  could  not 
bear  to  see  our  Israelites  flying  before  the  Philistines, 
sol  rushed  upon  the  causeway,  with  the  Bible  in  one  hand 
and  a  halberd,  which  I  bad  caught  up^  in  the  other,  and 
turned  back  the  foremost  fugitives,  by  threatening  to 
strike  them  down,  pointing  out  to  them  at  the  same  time 
a  priest  in  his  cassock,  as  they  call  it,  who  was  among 
the  malignants,  and  asking  them  whether  they  would  not 
do  as  much  for  a  trite  servant  of  Heaven„  as  the  uncir- 
curacised  would  for  a  priest  of  Baal.  My  words  and 
strokes  prevailed  ;  they  turned  at  once,  and  shouting  out, 
Down  with  Baal  and  his  worshippers  1  they  charged  the 
malignants  so  unexpectedly  home,  that  they  not  only 
drove  them  back  into  their  house  of  garrison,  but  enter- 
ed it  with  them,  as  the  phrase  is,  peU  mell.  I  also  was 
there,  partly  hurried  on  by  the  crowd,  partly  to  prevail 
on  our  enraged  soldiers  to  give  quarter  ;  for  it  grieved 
my  heart  to  see  Christians  and  Englishmen  hashed  down 
with  swords  and  gunstocks,  like  curs  in  the  street,  when 
there  is  an  alarm  of  mad-(k>gs.  In  this  way,  the  soldiers 
fighting  and  daughtering,  and  I  calling  upon  them  to 
stay  their  hand,  we  gained  the  very  roof  of  the  building, 
which  was  in  part  leaded,  and  to  which,  as  a  last  tower 
of  refuge,  diose  of  the  cavaliers,  who  yet  escaped,  had 
retired.  I  was  myself,  I  may  say,  forced  up  the  narrow 
winding  stair-case,  by  our  soldiers,  who  rushed  on  like 
dogs  of  chase  upon  their  prey  ;  and  when  extricated 
from  tlie  passage,  I  found  myself  in  the  midst  of  a  horrid 
scene.      The  scattered  defenders  were,  some  resisting 
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with  the  fury  of  despair  ;  some  on  their  knees,  imploriog 
for  compassion  in  words  and  tones  to  bi'eak  a  man's  heart 
when  he  thinks  on  them  ;  some  were  calling  on  God  for 
mercy  ;  and  it  was  time,  for  man  had  none.  They  were 
stricken  down,  thrust  through,  fifing  from  the  battlements 
iDto  the  lake  ;  and  the  wild  cries  of  the  victors,  mingled 
with  the  groans,  shrieks,  and  clamours  of  the  vanquished, 
made  a  sound  so  horrible,  that  only  death  can  erase  it 
from  my  memory.  And  the  men  who  butchered  their 
fellow-creatures  thus,  were  neither  Pagans  from  distant 
savage  lands,  nor  ruffians,  the  refuse  and  off-scourings  of 
our  own  people.  They  were  in  calm  blood  reasonable, 
nay,  religious  men,  maintaining  a  fair  repute  both  heav- 
enward and  earthward.  Oh,  Master  Everard,  your  trade 
of  war  should  be  feared  and  avoided,  since  it  converts 
such  men  into  wolves  towards  their  fellow-creatures  !" 

"  It  is  a  stern  necessity,"  said  Everard,  looking  down, 
^  and  as  such  alone  is  justifiable — But  proceed,  reverend 
sir  ;  I  sec  not  how  this  storm,  an  incident  but  e'en  too 
frequent  on  both  sides  during  the  late  war,  connects  with 
the  afiair  of  last  night." 

**  Tou  shall  hear  anon,"  said  Mr.  Holdenough  ;  then 
paused  as  one  who  makes  an  effort  to  compose  himself 
before  continuing  a  relation,  the  tenor  of  which  agitated 
him  with  much  violence.  "  In  this  infernal  tumtilt,"  he 
resumed — '*  for  surely  nothing  on  earth  could  so  much 
resemble  hell,  as  when  men  go  thus  loose  in  mortal  malice 
on  their  fellow-creatures, — I  saw  the  same  priest  whom 
I  had  distinguished  on  the  causeway,  with  one  or  two 
Other  malignants,  pressed  into  a  comer  by  the  assailants, 
and  defending  themselves  to  the  last,  as  those  who  had 
00  hope. — I  saw  him — I  knew  him — Oh,  Colonel  Eve- 
rard !'♦ 

He  grasped  Everard's  hand  with  his  own  left  hand, 
and  pressed  the  palm  of  bis  right  to  his  face  and  forehead, 
sobbing  aloud. 

"  It  was  your  college  companion  '*"  said  Everard, 
anticipating  the  catastrophe. 
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"  Mine  anQieot—- mtae  oply  firtend — wkh  whom  I  bad 
ipeot  the  happy  day^^  of  youth  ! — I  rushed  forward — ^1 
struggled — I  entreated.  But  oiy  eagerness  left  me  aeitber 
voice  nor  language-^all  was  drowned  in  the  wretched  cry 
which  I  had  i^yself  raised-^— Down  with  the  priest  of  Gkisu 
TT-Sl^  Mattan— *slay  him  were  he  between  the  altars  !— 
("orced  over  the  battlements^  but  struggling  for  liie^  I 
could  see  him  cling  to  one  of  those  projections  which  are 
formed  iOf  o^ry  the  water  from  the  leads — hut  they 
hacked  at  his  arms  and  hands.— ^I  heard  the  heavy  feju 
into  the  bouomless  abyss  below. — Excuse  me—}  cannot 
go  on." 

'*^  He  B»ay  h^ve  escaped  r ' 

'^  Oh !  no,  no,  poi — the  tower  was  four  stories  in  height. 
Even  those  who  threw  themselves  into  the  lake  from  the 
lower  wiimIows,  to  escape  by  swimming,  had  no  safety  ; 
for  mounted  troopers  on  the  shore  caught  the  same  Mood- 
thirsty  humour  which  had  seized  the  storming  party,  galir 
loped  around  the  margin  of  the  lake,  and  shot  those  who 
were  strij^ling  for  life  in  the  water,  or  cut  them  down 
as  they  strove  to  get  to  land.  They  were  aj)  cujt  off  and 
des^yed^-^Oh  !  may  the  blood  shed  on  that  day  r^uain 
silent  !^ — Qb  !  that  the  earth  ma^  receive  it  in  her  re- 
cesses  !r-^Oh !  that  it  may  be  mingled  for  ever  with  the 
dark  waters  of  that  lake,  so  that  it  may  ^ver  cry  for 
vengeance  agaii^t  those  whose  anger  was  fierce,  and 
who  slaughtered  in.  tb^  wrath  ! — And,  dh  !  wty  the 
erring  man  be  forgiven  who  came  into  their  assemlly* 
and  lent  his  yoice  to  encourage  their  ci;uelty. — Oh !  Al^ 
bany,.  my  brother,  my  brother — I  have  lamented  for  tba^ 
even  as  David  for  Jonathan  V^ 

The  good  m,an  sobbed  aloud,  and  so  much  did  Colonel 
Everard  sympathize  with  his  emotions,  that  he  f<H*ebore 
to  press  him  upoi^  the  subject;  of  bi3  o^n  curio^^  nptil 
the  full  tide  of  remorseful  passion  had  for  the;  time  abated. 
It  was,  however,  fierce  and  agitating,  the  more  so,^  per- 
Ubp»^  that  indulgence  in  stirong  mental  feeling  of  any  kind 
was  foreign  to  the  severe  ajid  ascetic  character  of  the 
man,  and  was  therefore  the  more  overpowering  when  it 
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bii  n  OM«  UttuMWCy*  all  minnis.  LsrgB  tears 
flowed  dowBdMitmoUiaf  fealuvet  of  his  tbiD,  and  usually 
stena,  or  tt  leaat  avatera  eoantcnancc  ;  he  eagerly  re- 
turned the  eooipresaioD  of  E?er«rd's  band^  as  if  diankful 
isr  the  sympathy  which  the  caress  implied. 

PresCTlly  aftet,  Master  HaMeiMfigb  wiped  his  eyes, 
wtebdrew  bis  band  gently  ftoaa  thai  of  Eve? ard's,  sbakmg 
it  kifidiy  as  they  partai,  aad  pcoceeded  with  Siorc  com* 
posiire  :  ^  FovgiTC  me  tUa  burst  of  paasiboate  feeliag 
worthy  Ceiott  I  am  conseioos  it  litde  becomes  a  mao 
of  my  ciotbv  adK»  sknaM  be  tbe  bearer  of  consolatioiK  to 
others,  ta»  gire  way  ki  ime  oww  persoo,  to  ao  extremity 
ol  'griei^  weak  IK  feast,  if  mdeed  it  k  sot  sinfiil;  fer  what 
are  w«^  tbac  wv  riienid  weep<  aadl  OMrmur  toachiBg,  that 
which  ia  permisted  ?  B«t  Albany  was  to  me  as  a  brother* 
Tbe  lw|ipiast  day*  ol  ray  life,  ere  my  Call  to  mingle  mf^ 
wtU  m  Mtei  sarife  ef  ther  fend  had  awakened  me  to  a^F 
duties,  were  spent  in  bis  compaay.'^^l'^bfit  I  wiU  raaka 
ikm  seat  of  my  stery  shoit/'— ^Here  be  drew  bis  cbair 
lieaa'tp  tknt  e<  Ewmad,.  swd^  spirice  m  a  solemn  and  rays>> 
tefi0u»  tana  nf  soicis  ahnost  lometed  \&  m  wUsper-*^^  I 
saw  Mm  hMC  night.'' 

^Saw  itsai     saw  wbom  f"  said  Everard*    ^*  Can  yen 

^  WbsHBT  I  saw  a&  ruthfesaly  slangbtered/'  said  tbe 
chfgyiuaat*-^**  Mj  aneinat  eoUege-'fnead^*--«Je8epb  At- 


*^  Master  Holdenougb,  your  cloth  and  your  ebaraeter 
diiemuatpieiKent  your  jesting oa  such  asebject  ae  this." 

^insting  !'"  answered  Holdenougb  $  '*  I  would  as 
anon  Jest  oa  ny  dkaiib«4>ed--«ai  soon  jest  upon:  the  BiUe." 

**  nm  yem  nmai^  hanre  been  deceived^"  answered^  Eve* 
tnadly-  hnadly  ;  **  thik  travel  story  neeessarily  often '%»' 
manm  td  ycmr  nHnd,.ffnd  in  moments  when  tSke  imagination 
a^reicwvea  tiapr  evidence  of  the  outward  saoisesj  your  fen<- 
<sf  ntnat  hvae  presented  to  yon  an  unreal  appearance; 
Piotiiigg  nmre  Mfaely^  whew  tbe  mind  is  on  the  stretch  aft^ 
supRrwiinraUtbaa  that  t&e  imaginsitioA  should 


supply  the  place  wkh  a  ehianerft,  vMIb  the  ovfi]>-eac]t«cl 
teelangs  render  it  diffiouk  to  dispel  the  delunon." 

^'  Colonel  Everard,"  replied  Holdeoougb,  with  auster- 
ity, ^^  in  discbarge  of  my  duty  I  roust  oot  fear  the  (itoe 
of  man ;  and,  therefore,  I  tell  you  plainly,  as  I  have  done 
before  with  n^ore  observance,  that  when  you  bring  your 
carnal  learning  and  judgment,  as  it  is  but  too  much  your 
nature  to  do»  to  investigate  the  hidden  tiling^  of  another 
world  you  might  as  well  measure  with  the  palm  of  your 
hand  the  waters  of  the  Isis.  Indeed,  good  sir,  you  err 
in  this,  and  give  men  too  much  pretence  to  confound  your 
honourable  name  with  witch-advocates,  free-thinkers,  and 
atheists,  even  with  such  as  this  man  Bletsoo,  who,  if  the 
discipline  of  the  church  had  its  hands  strei^hened,  as  it 
was  in  the  beginning  of  the  great  conflict,  would  have 
been  long  ere  now  cast  out  of  the  pale,  and  delivered 
over  to  the  punishment  of  the  flesh,  that  his  spirit  might 
if  possible,  be  yet  saved." 

<*  You  mistake.  Master  Holdenough,"  said  Colonel 
Eyerard  ;  "  I  do  not  deny  the  existence  of  such  preter- 
natural visitations,  because  I  cannot,  and  dare  not,  raise 
the  voice  of  my  own  opinion  against  die  testimony  ol 
ages,  supported  by  such  learned  men  as  yourself.  Nev- 
ertheless, though  I  grant  the  possibility  g^  such  things,  I 
have  scarce  yet  heard  of  an  instance  in  my  days  so  well 
fortified  by  evidence,  that  I  could  at  once  and  distinctly 
say,  this  must  have  happened  by  supernatural  agem^, 
and  not  otherwise." 

"  Hear,  then,  what  I  have  to  tell,"  said  the  divine, 
<*  on  the  faith  of  a  man,  a  Christian,  and  what  is  more, 
a  servant  of  our  Holy  Church  ;  and  therefore,  though 
unworthy,  an  elder  and  a  teacher  among  Christians. — I 
(4ttl  taken  my  post  yester  evening  in  the  half-furnished 
apartment,  wherein  hangs  a  huge  mirror,  which  might 
have  served  Croliath  of  Gath  to  have  admic^  himself  in, 
when  clothed  from  head  to  foot  in  his  brazen  armour. 
I  the  rather  chose  this  place,  because  they  informed  me 
it  was  the  nearest  habitable  room  to  the  gallery,  m  which 
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ihey  say  70a  bad  beeo  yemrseif  aaniled  tiMi  «reoijig  hj 
the  Evil  One. — ^Was  it  10,  I  pray  you  ?** 

^  By  some  one  with  no  good  ioteotions  I  was  assailed 
in  timt  apartment*  So  far,"  said  Colonel  Everard, 
'*you  w«re  c^orrecdy  inibnned." 

"  Well,  I  chose  my  post  as  well  as  I  laigbt,  eveo  as  a 
resolved  general  approaches  his  camp,  and  casts  up  bis 
mound  as  nearly  as  be  can  to  the  besieged  city.  And, 
of  a  truth.  Colonel  Everard,  if  I  felt  some  sensation  of 
bodily  fear, — for  even  Elias,  and  the  prophets  who  com- 
manded the  elements,  bad  a  portion  in  our  frail  nature, 
much  more  such  a  poor  sinful  being  as  diyself— 'yet  was 
my  hope  and  my  courage  high  ;  and  I  thought  of  the 
texts  which  I  might  use,  not  in  the  wicked  sense  of  peri- 
apts, or  spells,  as  the  blinded  Papists  empfoy  them,  to* 
gather  with  the  ^gn  of  the  cross,  and  other  fruitless  forms, 
but  as  nourishing  and  supporting  that  true  trust  and  con- 
fidence in  the  blessed  promises,  being  the  true  shield  of 
faith  wherewith  the  fiery  darts  of  Satan  may  be  withstood 
and  quenched.  And  thus  armed  and  prepared,  I  sat  me 
down  to  read,  at  the  same  time  to  write,  that  I  might 
compel  my  mind  to  attend  to  diose  subjects  which  be- 
came the  rituation  in  which  1  was  placed,  as  preventing 
any  unlicensed  excursions  of  the  fancy,  and  leaving  no 
room  for  my  imagination  to  brood  over  idle  fears.  So 
I  mediodiaed,  and  wrote  down  what  I  thought  meet  for 
the  tkne,  and  perad venture,  some  hungry  souls  may  yet 
profit  by  the  food  which  I  then  prepared^'' 

^  It  was  wisely  and  worthily  done,  good  and  reverend 
sir,"  replied  Colonel  Everard :  "  1  pray  you  to  proceed." 

'^  While  I  was  thus  employed,  sir,  and  had  been  upon 
the  matter,  for  about  three  hours,  not  yielding  to  weari* 
ness,  a  strange  thrilling  came  over  my  senses,^— and  the 
large  and  old-fashioned  apartment  seemed  to  wax  larger, 
more  gloomy,  and  more  cavernous,  while  the  air  of  the 
night  grew  more  cold  and  chill  ;  I  know  not  if  it  was 
that  the  fire  began  to  decay,  or  whether  there  cometh 
before  such  things  aa  were  then  about  to  happen,  a  breath 
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'  (vcll-knowD  passage,  *  Feat  cans  mpmt  mtf  aad  trem- 
blittg,  wiMch  made  my  hamn.  te  sbdEe  f  end  tliere  was  a 
liogKeg  noise  ki  my  ean,  ancl  a  dkziiMEaa  m  my  braaa,  so 
that  I  felt  like  those  who  catt  far  aid  wImb  ibete  is  no 
daaget ,  and  was  enan  proanpled  t»  iea^  wbea  I  saw  oo 
oae  to  parsoe.  It  waa  then  that  aameduag  seeaMMl  to 
pase  behind  fne^eaatiog  a  reiaetiao  ea  the  great  minor 
before  wUeb  t  had  placed  m^  wcit]^<-taUe,  aad  which 
I  saw  by  assiataaee  of  the  laige  staadiag  Mght  wkieii  was 
then  ia  froat  of  the  glaas.  Aad  I  looked  up^  and  I  saw 
ia  the  glass  dMnetlf  the  tppet ranee  of  a.maar— as  aare 
as  these  words  issae  from  msy  mmtud^k  was  ao  otbeg  than 
the  same  Jooeph.  AMbaqr— 4faa  compawina  of  aqr  jpoalh — 
he  arbom  i  had  seaa  preeipitalad  doam  the  hatdemaats 
of  Clidesthimgh  Casik  iaia^  the  deep  hdm  baloar.'' 

^  Whal  did  yoa  do  r 

«*Itsudden^  rasfaed  oa  my  miad,"  sakl  ihe  diviiie, 
*<  that  die  stoical  phaoaaphar  Adieaedocaa  had  ektded 
the  horrors  erf  such  a  visioa  Ujr  patieiitljF  paasaiag  his 
studies  ;  and  it  shot  at  the  sanm  tiaae  acmsa  aif  aaiad, 
that  I,aChraMiaBdivki^aBd&8leward  aCthaMjstmMs, 
had  less  reasoo  la  feat  eril,  aad  .beltet  matter  ea  which 
to  emplogr  mj  thoaghts^  dran  waa  pomcssedhy  a  Haathea, 
who  was  Uioded  evea  by  his  owa.  misdsan.  Soi  inetaid 
af  betrayiag  ai^  alana,  oa  eaeo  taraiii^  mj  bead  aaoaad, 
1  pmrsaed  aqr  wn^,  hat  wkb  a  beatmg;  hearty  I  adaut, 
and  with  a  throUdDg;  haod."' 

"*  V  yum  cmMm^m^'  smd  the  Cokmel^  «<with 
sitcbaa  impsessioa  oo  year  adiidyjraafaiajr  take  tke  head 
ot  die  Eog^  army  far  dwmthMa  faaokitfaa." 

^  Our  caarage  is  aot  out  ewn^  Coleaey  said  the 
dhriaa,  <<  aad  aot  as  oars  sboald  kbm  aauatadaf.  lad 
agaia,  wbea  yoti  speak  o£  thia  attaagia  aisiaa  aa^aa  im- 
preasion  om  my  faacy,  and  aat  a  i eality  obfiaas  ta^  aiy 
aeases,  let  ma*  ad  you  once  Baai%  year  worldly  ivisdam 
»  bat  foelkAneas  touahiag  the  thiiqpi  that  ar^  aot  worldly  " 

"^  Did  yais  not  look  i«amapaft.  die  miraar^"  said.  dM 
Colonel. 
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•"I  did,  when  I  had  eopwd  out  die  cenifaidtto  leoti 
'Tboci  ahtlt  tveed  dovft  S^ma  veder  ibj  feeu'  '^ 

"^  And  whet  did  jett  dMtt  aee  f" 

^  The  refleedoB  of  the  «ioie  Joteph  Albe^gr/'  aeid 
HoldeiMHighy  ^pearaig  do^jp  •»  from  behbd  eiy  chairt 
the  aome  in  meoBber  aod  lioeaawt  dMt  I  had  known 
bin  in  hia  jronlh,  exeafiing  dm  Ida  cheek  hod  the  oaarka 
af  dio<  aaore  adaaneed  ago  at  which  he  died,  mi  waa 
vaiy  pole.'' 

««Whaldid7o«diaa?'' 

^  I  timed  kom  die  glaa%  and  ptaialjr  saw  the  ignre 
whieh  hnri  made  the,  raiac  tion  in  the  mirror  retreating  to* 
wwrda  tiie  daor».  nal  faat^  nar  abw,  but  with  a  gliding 
ateadjr  paae*  ktnnied  agam  when  near  the  doer^  and 
again  ahowed  mo  its  pok,  gbttdjr  count  imantiw^  befeie 
b  dianppeaffed.  Bot  how  it  left  the  room^  whadior  bji 
thft  doaffv  Qt  Qihnrwiee,  aqr  apiaita  were  too  mneh  haviied 
to  remark  exactly  ;  nor  have  I  been  able  bjF  a^f  aftat 
of  reeoOBodon^  diatinedy^  to  pomemboa.'' 

^  Tbia  is  a  strange^  and,  ae  coming  fiom  yeo^  a  aaast 
«ccettenti]rweft^ttMlod  apparition,*^  answered  Eaaaatd* 
"^  And  yat^  Master  HaidaiMi^K  if  dm  odier  world  haa 
keen  actniJIjr  disphyedi,  as  yon  apprehend,  and  1  wiU.  not 
dispute  the  possibility,  assure  yentaatf,  there  am  alao 
nidled  nmn  eooeesnod  in  dwao  wafhiaatifina  Imyself 
have  undergone  some  renaenWaa  with  Tiaitaaia  who  pos» 
saaaed  boitty  sirenipdi,  and  wore^  I  am  aniev  eaitfaly 
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'<  Oh  !  dotthdeae,  douhdnaa,"  replied  Mmtea  HaU- 
enoQ^I  *^Beehwbub  kaeata  chmgowidi  borae  and 
feet  minglads  as;  waa  dm  frnUan  oC  dm  oU  Scottish  Gen^ 
era],  Davio  Ladie.  Ho  ban  hia  dsvila  in  the  bocfy  as. 
well  as  hiadevib  iMsfimhndiad^  and  aaea  the  cam  «>anp» 
post  and  back  dM»  otfaea." 

^  it  may  be;  a»  joa  aay,  remaaeod  str,^  snswannd  the 
€obiielU^^<*Btat  wbair  do  yon  adviee  in  diis  case  ?" 

^  Fbp^tbat  I  mwBt  oensuit  widi  n^  brethren,"  said  die 
diame  ;  ^  and  i£  tfaeao  haibua  left  in  onr  bordevs  five 
-ninisters  of  the  true  kirk,  we  will  charge  Satsn  in  (ull 
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body,  and  you  shall  see  whether  we  ha?e  not  power  over 
himtore^'st  till  he  shall  flee  firom  us.  But  failing  that  ghost- 
ly armaiDent  against  these  strange  and  unearthly  enemies, 
truly  I  would  recommend,  that  as  a  house  of  witchcraft 
and  abomination,  this  polluted  den  of  ancient  tyranny  and 
prostitution  should  be  totally  consumed  by  fire,  lest  Satan, 
establishing  his  headnquarters  so  much  to  his  mind,  should 
find  a  garrison  and  a  fastness  from  which  he  might  sally 
forth  to  infest  the  whole  neighbourhood.  Certaha  it  is, 
that  I  would  recommend  to  no  Christian  soul  to  inhabit 
the  mansion  ;  and,  if  deserted,  it  would  become  a  place 
for  wizards  to  play  their  pranks,  and  witches  to  establish 
their  Sabbath,  and  those  who,  like  Demas,  go  about  after 
the  wealth  of  this  world,  seeking  for  gold  and  silrer  to 
practise  spells  and  charms  to  the  prejudice  of  the  souls 
of  the  covetous.  Trust  me,  therefore,  it  were  better  that 
it  were  spoiled  and  broken  down,  not  leaving  one  stone 
upon  another." 

"  I  say  nay  to  that,  my  good  friend,"  said  the  Colonel ; 
f^  for  the  Lord  General  hath  permitted,  by  his  license, 
my  nEiother's  brother,  Sir  Henry  Lee,  and  bis  family,  to 
return  into  the  house  of  bis  fathers,  being  indeed  the 
only  roof  under  which  he  bath  any  chanoe  of  obtaining 
shelter  for  bis  grey  hairs." 

*'  And  was  this  done  by  your  advice^  Maridiam  Eve- 
rard  f "  said  the  divine,  austerely. 

**  Certainly  it  was,"  returned  the  Colonel. — "  And 
wherefore  should  I  not  exert  mine  influence  to  obtnii  a 
phrce  of  refuge  for  the  brother  of  my  mother  .^" 

"  Now,  as  swe  as  diy  soul  liveth,"  answered  the  pres* 
byter,  ^*  I  hvd  believed  tUs  firom  no  tongue  but  thine  own. 
Tell  me,  was  it  not  this^very  Sir  Henry  Lee^  who,  by  the 
force  of  his  biifl^^oBts  and  \m  green-jerkins,  enforced  the 
Papist  Laic's  order  to  remove  the  altarto  the  eastern  *end 
of  the  chareh  at  Woodstock  ?— ^and  did  not  be  swear  by 
his  beard,  that  he  would  hang  in  the  very  street  of  Wood* 
stock  whoever  should  deny  to  drink  the  King's  health  ^ 
-^and  is  not  bis  band  red  with  the  Uood  of  the  saints  ? 


—and  bath  there  been  a  nifler  in  the  field  for  prelacj 
and  high  prerogative  more  unniitigable  or  Bercer  r' 

**  All  this  may  have  been  as  you  say,  good  Master 
Holdenough,"  answered  the  Colonel ;  ''  but  my  uncle  is 
now  old  and  feeble,  and  hath  scarce  a  single  follower 
remaining,  and  bis  daughter  is  a  being  whom  to  look  upon 
would  make  the  sternest  weep  for  pity ;  a  being  who—" 

"  Who  is  dearer  to  Everard,"  said  Holdenougb, 
^'  than  his  good  name,  his  faith  to  his  friends,  his  duty 
to  his  religion  ; — this  is  no  time  to  speak  widi  sugared 
lips.  The  paths  in  which  you  tread  are  dangej:ous. 
You  are  striving  to  raise  the  papistical  candlestick,  which 
Heaven  in  its  justice  removed  out  of  its  place — to  bring 
back  to  this  hall  of  sorceries  those  very  sinners  who  are 
bewitched  with  them.  I  will  not  permit  the  land  to  be 
abused  by  their  witchcrafts. — They  shall  not  come 
hither.^ 

He  spoke  this  with  vehemence,  and  striking  his  stick 
against  the  ground  ;  and  the  Colonel,  very  much  dissat- 
isfied, began  to  express  himself  haughtily  in  return. 
"  You  had  better  consider  your  power  to  accomplish  your 
threats,  Master  Holdenough,"  he  said,  "  before  you  urge 
them  so  peremptorily." 

"  And  have  I  not  the  power  to  bind  and  to  loose  ?" 
said  the  clergyman. 

"  It  is  a  power  little  available,  save  over  those  of  youi 
own  church,"  said  Everaia,  with  a  tone  something  con- 
temptuous. 

"  Take  heed — take  heed,"  said  the  divine,  who,  though 
an  excellent,  was,  as  we  have  elsewhere  seen,  an  irritable 
man. — "  Do  not  insult  me  ;  but  think  honourably  of  the 
messenger,  for  the  sake  of  Him  whose  commission  he 
carries. — Do  not,  I  say,  defy  me — ^I  am  bound  to  dis- 
charge my  dutv,  were  it  to  the  displeasing  of  my  twin 
Drother." 

"  I  can  see  nought  your  office  has  to  do  in  the  matter," 
said  Colonel  Everard  ;    *^  and  I,  on  my  side,  give  you 
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waniing  not  to  attompt  to  meddle  beyond  your  commis^ 
sion.*' 

**  Right — you  bold  me  already  to  be  as  submissive  %$ 
one  of  your  grenadiers/'  replied  the  clergyman,  bis  acute 
features  trembling  with  a  sense  of  indignity,  so  as  even  to 
agitate  his  grey  hair  ;  "  but  beware,  sir,  I  am  not  so  pow- 
erless as  you  suppose.  I  wiH  invoke  every  true  Christian 
in  Woodstock  to  gird  up  his  loins,  and  resist  the  restora- 
tion of  prelacy,  oppression,  and  malignancy  within  our 
borders.  I  will  stir  up  the  wrath  of  the  righteous 
agaiftst  the  oppressor — ^the  Ishmaelite — the  Edomite — 
and  against  his  race,  and  against  those  i^bo  support  him 
and  encourage  him  to  rear  up  his  bom.  I  will  caB  aloud, 
and  spare  not,  and  arouse  the  many  whose  love  bath 
waxed  cold,  and  the  multitude  who  care  for  none  of  these 
things.  There  shall  be  a  remnant  to  listen  to  me ;  and 
I  will  take  the  stick  of  Joseph,  which  was  in  tbe  hand  of 
Ephraim,  and  go  down  to  cleanse  this  place  of  witches 
and  sorcerers,  and  of  enchantments,  and  wiH  cry  and 
exhort,  saying — ^Will  you  plead  for  Baal  f — will  you 
serve  him  ?  Nay,  take  the  prophets  of  Baal — let  not  a 
man  escape!*' 

'MVf  aster  Holdenough,  Master  Holdenougfa,"  said  Col- 
onel Everard,  with  much  impatience,  **  by  the  tale  your- 
self told  me,  you  have  exhorted  upon  that  text  once  too 
often  already." 

The  old  man  struck  his  palm  forcibly  against  his  fore- 
bead,  and  fell  back  into  a  chair  as  these  words  were  ut- 
tered, as  suddenly,  and  as  much  without  power  of  reaist- 
ance,  as  if  the  Colonel  had  fired  a  pistol  through  his  head. 
Instantly  regretting  the  reproach  which  he  had  suflered 
to  escape  him  in  bis  impatience,  Everard  hastened  to 
apologize,  and  to  offer  every  conciliatory  excuse,  however 
inconsistent,  which  occurred  to  him  on  .the  moment. 
But  the  old  man  was  too  deeply  affected — he  rejected  his 
hand,  lent  no  ear  to  what  he  said,  and  finally  started  up, 
saying  sternly,  **  You  have  abused  my  confidence,  sir — . 
abused  it  vilely,  to  turn  it  into  my  own  reproach  ;  had  I 
been  a  man  of  the  sword,  you  dared  not — But  enjoy  your 


triunipb,  Biir,  oter  an  M  mtn,  and  jroor  ftlher*8  friend— 
strike  at  the  wound  his  imprudent  confidence  i^wed 
you." 

*^  Nay,  my  worthy  and  excellent  friendi**  said  the 
Colonet  ■  - 

"Friend  !••  answered  the  old  man,vehemenriy— "We 
are  fi>es,  sir-— *foes  now,  and  for  ever  !** 
^  So  saying,  and  starting  from  the  seat  into  which  he  had 
rather  faHen  than  thrown  himself,  he  ran  out  of  the  room 
with  a  precipitation  of  step  which  he  was  apt  to  use  upon 
occasions  of  irritable  feeling,  and  which  was  certamly 
more  eager  than  dignified,  especially  as  he  muttered  while 
he  ran,  and  seemed  as  if  he  were  keeping  up  his  own 
passion,  by  recounting  over  and  over  the  offence  which 
he  had  received. 

"  Soh  J"  said  Cokmel  Everard,  **  and  there  was  not 
strife  enough  between  mine  uncle  and  Ae  people  of  Wood- 
stock already,  but  I  must  needs  increase  it,  by  chafing 
this  irritable  and  quick-tempered  old  man,  eager  as  I  knew 
him  to  be  in  his  ideas  of  church-government,  and  stifiT  in 
his  prejudices  respecting  all  who  dissent  from  him  i  The 
mob  of  Woodstock  will  rise ;  for  though  he-  would  not  get 
a  score  of  them  to  stand  by  him  in  any  honest  or  intelH-* 
gible  purpose,  yet  let  him  cry  havoc  aod  destruction,  and 
I  win  warrant  be  has  followers  enow.  And  my  uncle  is 
equally  wild  and  unpersuadable.  For  the  value  of  9II  the 
estate  he  ever  had,  he  would  not  allow  a  score  of  troop- 
ers to  be  quartered  in  the  house  for  defence  ;  and  if  be 
be  albne,  or  has  but  JoceHne  to  stand  hj  him,  he  w)D 
be  as  suf^to  fire  upon  those  who  come  to  attack  the 
Lodge,  as  if  he  had  a  hundred  men  in  garrison ;  and 
then  what  can  chance  but  danger  and  bhx)dshed  ?^ 

Thte  progress  of  melancholy  antielpation  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  return  of  Master  H<ridenough,  who,  hurry- 
ing into  the  room,  with  the  same  precipitate  pace  at  which 
he  had  left  it,  ran  straight  up  to  the  Colonel,  and  said — 
**T|ike  my  hand,  Markbam — tak«  my  hand  hastily  ;  for 
the  old  Adam  is  whispering  at  my  heart,  that  it  is  a  dts 
grace  to  hcdd  it  extended  so  long.'* 
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'*  Blbst  oeartily  do  I  receive  your  baQ4f  mj  vmierab^ 
friend,"  said  Everard,  '^  and  I  trust  in  sign  of  renewed 
amity.*' 

'*  Surely,  surely — "  said  the  divine,  shaking  his  hand 
kindly  ;  '*  thou  hast,  it  is  true,  spoken  bitterly ;  but  thou 
hast  spoken  truth  in  good  time  ;  and  I  think — though 
your  words  were  severe — with  a  good  and  kindly  purpose. 
Verily,  and  of  a  truth,  it  were  sinful  in  me  again  to  be 
hasty  in  provoking  violence,  remembering  that  which  you 
have  upbraided  me  with " 

"  Forgive  me,  good  Master  Holdenough,"  said  Colo- 
nel Everard,  '*  it  was  a  hasty  word  ;  I  meant  not  in 
serious  earnest  to  upbraid  " 

"  Peace,  I  pray  you,  peace,"  said  the  divine  ;  "  1 
say,  the  allusion  to  that  which  you  have  most  justlif  up« 
braided  me  with — ^though  the  charge  aroused  the  gall  of 
the  Old  Man  within  me,  the  inward  tempter  being  ever 
on  the  watch  to  bring  us  to  his  lure — ought,  instead  of 
being  resented,  to  have  been  acknowledged  by  me  as  a 
favour,  for  so  are  the  wounds  of  a  friend  termed  faith- 
ful. And  surei^y  I,  wiio  have  by  one  unhappy  exhorta- 
tion to  battle  a^d  strife,  sent  the  living  to  the  dead — and 
I  fear  brought  back  even  the  dead  among  the  livings- 
should  now  study  peace  and  good-will,  and  reconciliation 
of  differeuce,  leaving  punishment  to  the  Great  Being 
whose  laws  are  broken,  and  vengeance  to  Him  who  hath 
said,  I  will  repay  it." 

The  old  man's  mortified  features  lighted  up  with  a 
humble  confidence  as  he  made  this  acknowledgment ; 
and  Colonel  Everard,  who  knew  the  constitutigpal  infirr 
mities,  and  the  early  prejudices  of  professional  conse- 
quence and  exclusive  part}^  opinion,  which  he  must  have 
subdued  ere  arriving  at  such  a  tone  of  candour,  hastened 
to  express  his  admiration  of  his  Christian  charity,  mingled 
with  reproaches  on  himself  for  having  so  deeply  injured 
his  feelings. 

"  Think  not  of  it — tWnk  not  of  it,  excellent  young 
man,"  said  Holdenough  j  "  we  have  both  erred — ^I  in 
s  i0ering  my  zeal  to  outrun  my  charity,  you,  perhajps,  in 


premog  bard  on  an  dd  and  peevish  maa,  wbn  had  sa 
lately  poured  out  his  sufferings  into  year  friend^  bosom. 
Be  it  all  (orgottea.  Let  your  friends— if  tfaej  are  not 
deterred  by  what  has  happened  at  this  manor  of  Wood^ 
stock-'-reaume  their  habitation  ss  soon  as  they  will.  If 
they  can  protect  themselves  against  the  powtarsof  the  air, 
bdtere  roe,  that  if  I  can  prevent  it  by  aught  in  my  powers 
they  sbaH  have  no  annoyance  from  earthly  neighbours  ; 
and  assure  yourself,  good  sir,  that  my  voice  is  still  worth 
something  with  the  worthy  Mayor,  and  the  good  Alder- 
men, and  the  better  sort  of  house-keepers  up  yonder  in 
the  town,  ahhough  the  fewer  classes  are  blown  about  with 
every  wind  of  doctrine.  And  yet  farther  be  assured, 
Colonel,  that  should  your  mother's  brother,  or  any  of  bis 
famfly,  leom  that  they  have  taken  up  a  rash  bargain  in 
returiitfig  to  this  unhappy  and  unhallowed  house,  or  should 
ibey  find  any  qualms  in  their  own  hearts  and  consciences 
which  require  a  ghostly  comforter,  Nehemiah  Hold- 
enough  wiU  be  as  much  at  their  command  by  night  or 
day,  as  if  they  had4)een  bred  up  within  the  holy  pale  of 
the  cfatnrch  *in  which  be  is  an  unworthy  minister  ;  and 
neither  the  awo  of  what  is  fearful  to  be  seen  within  these 
walls,  tioi'  his  bsowlodge  of  their  Minded  and  carnal  state, 
as  bred  np  under  a  prelatic  dispensation,  shall  prevent 
him  doing  what  lies  in  his  poor  abilities  for  tbeir  protec- 
tion wad  edificatioB." 

*^  I  feel  alt  the  force  of  your  kindness,  reverend  sir," 
said  Colonel  Evera>d,  '*  but  I  do  not  think  it  likely  that 
•my  uncle  will  give  you  trouble  on  either  score.  He  is  a 
roan  much  accustomed  to  be  his  own  protector  in  temporal 
danger,  and  m  spiritual  doubts  to  truat  to  his  own  prayers 
and  those  of  his  Church." 

^*  I  trust  I  have  not  b^eO  superfluous  in  offering  mine 
assistance,"  said  the  old  man,  something  jealous  that  his 
profiered  spiritual  aid  had  been  held  rather  intrusive. 
"  I  ask  pardon  if  that  is  the  case — 1  humbly  ask  pardon 
— I  would  not  willingly  be  superfluous." 

'  The  Colonel  hiatened  to  appease  this  new  alarm  of  the 
•vittchful  jealousy  of  his  consequence,  which,  joined  with 


fl  iitMrftllMBaco^tmnperWMeh^ccifilds^aHiri^i 
due,  wer6  the  good  mafi*0  only  fnults^ 

Tbey  had  rdgaraed  their  former  frieadfy  footing,  wb«a 
Roger  Wildrftke  returned  from  the  bait  of  Joceline,  and 
whispered  his  master  that  his  enribassy  bad  been  syeoess^ 
All.  The  Colo&e)  then  addressed  tbe  dmne^  and  m^ 
formed  him,  that  as  Ae  Commtssiooers  had  already  give* 
up  Woodstock)  aind  as  his  vnele^  Sir  Henry  Lee,  proM 
posed  to  retOfR  to  tbe  Lodge  about  noon,  he  would,  if 
his  rereretiee  pleased,  attend  him  op  16  the  boroogb. 

^  Will  yira  not  tarry,"  said  the  reverend  mao,  wkb 
something  Kke  inquisitive  apprehension  in  Us  voice,  <'to 
welcome  your  rektiveir  upon  Uteir  remrn  to  this  their 
house  ?*• 

**  No,  iby  good  friend,"  said  Cekmel  Everard  ;  **  the 
part  wMefa  I  bave  taken  in  these  unhappy  broib'  'pen 
haps  also  the  ttiode  erf"  worship  in  which  I  have  been  eil^ 
ucated-^^4iave  so  prejudrce^d  me  in  itiine  uncled  ofrinieint 
that  I  must  be  for  mmte  time  a  stranger  to  bia  bouae  and 
family.*^ 

*< Indeed!  I  refoiee  to  hear  itt  witb  all  my  beartaad 
soul,'*  said  tbe  divine*  ^*  Excuee  my  fraiikDess--4  do 
indeed  rejoice,— *•!  bad  tbou^^-«no  nNrtler  irfaat  I  bad 
thought, — ^I  woidd  not  again  give  ofenetw  Bel  ttuij 
though  tbe  maiden  hath  a  pleamtt  feature,  and  be«  aa  al 
men  say,  is  in  human  things  unexceptiMwihle^yei***>bul  I 
give  you  pain^-in  s^otb  i  will  say  no  mote  unie^  you 
ask  my  sincere  and  uwprejilcKeed  advice,  wUcb  yoa  sfaaH 
comnrand,  but  wfaicb  I  wHInoCoresaon  you  superfluously* 
Wend  we  to  the  borough  togetW-'«-*tbe  pleoaaet  aeiimde 
of  tbe  forest  may  dispose  us  t»  open  om  hearts  to  eacsb 
other." 

They  did  walk  tip  to  the  liide  terwn  in  eotanpawy,  and, 
somewhat  to  Master  HoMeMwgh^a  surpvne,  tbe  Cefonel, 
though  they  talked  <m  various  suhjecIS)  did  not  request 
of  him  any  ghostly  advice  on  the  subject  of  bis  love  to  his 
fair  cousin,  while,  greatly  beyond  the  earpeelatiofl  of  tbe 
soldier,  the  clergyman. kept  hie  word,  and,  m  bia  own 
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fkum*  ****  9M  m  wqMrfluew  u  to  ottt  iqwa  M  dtefr 
oat*  •  poiot  hia  nwiikod  coHoael. 


CHAPTER  XVIU. 

Then  an  Ibe  harpiei  font— Yet  ero  we  pertk 
Where  such  ibul  birds  have  roosted,  let  us  cleame 
The  feu!  obecenky  they've  left  behind  them. 


Ths  anbastjr  af  WiUfftk«  bail  be«D  soeeeMfoi, 
eUefly  through  the  mediatioo  of  the  Episcopal  dhrine^ 
irtioni  we  {ormetly  fottAdadiiig  bifae  ebaractercfacbap- 
kki  to  Ae  fcmilf ,  aad  wbaaai^oieaiiad  gtaci  iaAiiawe  on 
mmuf  acoMHitt  irith  itamaater. 

A  littie  befbfa  Mgb  noon,  Sir  Hantj  Lao,  wttb  hia 
amail  hooaahoM  ware  agiiii  iti  uiiab8Uan|ad  poawsnoo  irf 
Ibair  old  apartmenU  at  the  iJodge  of  Woodaiook  ;  aad 
tiw  eoaabiaad  aKeiakMia  of  Joe«£iia  Jolifle,  of  Pluabei 
and  of  old  Joao,  were  amplefod  io  jmithg  to  rigtact  what 
te  late  iatrudara  bad  left  in  great  dasottfer* 

£Br  Mearj  Lee  had,  Vketil  pertooi  of  quafity  cf  diM 
period,  a  love  of  order  anMMimiag  to  preeiamii  and  feh, 
Mke  s  fiae  hi^  whoae  draaa  has  been  diaordered  lo  a 
crowd,  insulted  and  humiliated  by  the  rude  confaaian 
wtndi  bis  beasebold  gooda  bad  boon  tbfowo,  aud 
till  hk  ommkm  was  porifiad  from  aH 
tofManuioBw  la  bb  eager  be  ottered  Boate  eidera 
than  tho  limited  nuaober  of  bsa  domeattea  were  likely  lo 
fiod  tioM  or  baada  to  eaeooie*  *^  The  vittahis  have  left 
smsb  adphoreooa  aieama  bebindtbem,  too,^  said  the  cM 
kiiigte,  '<«  if  oM  Dafie  LesKe  and  the  iriioloSoeitiab 
antiy  bad  qaonered  aaioog  tbeaa."  ^ 

<'  b  BMy  be  fl«ar  as  b^l,"  said'Joeeiiae,  <^  for  men 
say,  for  certain,  it  waatbo  deail  eaase  down  bodily  anoog 
them,  and  made  them  troop  off." 


*^  Tfa«h''  sttd  the  Knight,  <<  4s  tite  IViMe  of  DUilniefli 
a  gentlemaD,  as  qld  Will  Shakspeape  says*  •  He  iiefer  kl^ 
terferes  with  those  of  his  own  coat,  for  the  Lees  have 
been  here,  father  and  son,  these  five  hundred  years, 
witho'tt  disquiet ;  and  no  sooner  came  these  misbegotten 
churls,  than  he  plays  bis  own  part  among  them." 

"  Well,  one  thing  he  and  they  have  left  us,"  said  Jo- 
liiFe,  '*  which  we  may  thank  them  fi>r  j  and  that  is,  such 
a  well-filled  larder  and  buttery  as  has  been  seldom  seen 
in  Woodstock  Lodge  this  many  a  day ;— carcasses  of 
mutton,  large  rounds  of  beef,  barrels  of  confectioners' 
ware,  pipes  and  runlets  of  sack,  muscadine,  ale,  and 
what  not.  We  shall  have  a  royal  time  on't  through  halt 
tb^  winter  ;  •  and  Joan  muat  get  to  .salting  aod  piokJing 
presently," 

<<  Out,  villain  !"  said  the  Knight ;  '^  are  we  to  feed 
on  the  fragments  of  such  scum  of  the  earth  as  these  ?*«*- 
Cast  them  forth  instantly  !-^Nay,"  cbeekkig  himseli^ 
^'  that  were  a. sin  ;.but  give  theoi.tQ  the  poor,  or  see  them 
sent  to  the  owners*— rAod,  bark  ye,  I  will  aoaeof  their 
strpng  Uquors — I  would  r-alher. drink  like  a.heriiiit  all  my 
life,  tktm  seem  lopledge  such  acouiidoels  as  these  m  their 
feaving^,  like  a  mineraUe  dranfer,  who  drains  off  the  ends 
of  the  bottles  after  the  gyeste  have  paid  their,  reckotting^ 
aod  gone  otL — And,  hark  ye,  I  will  taste  no  water  .from 
the  cistern  out  of,  wbi^  these-  slaves  have  been  serving 
themselves — fetch  me  down  a  jMteher  from  Rosaraond^si 
springs"  ; 

.  Alice  heard  thia  injuoctioo^  and  well  g«i^ssirig  there  was 
enough  for  the  other  members  of  the  famity  to  <lo,  she 
quietly  took  a  small  pitcher^  and  flinging  a  c^k  aroimd 
her,  walked  out  in  pevsoo  to  procure  Sir  Henry  the  watdr 
which  he  desured.  Meantime,  Joceline  said,  wi^  some 
hesitation,  **  that  a  man  still  remained^  belong- 
ing to  the  party  of  these  strangers,  who  was  directing 
about  the  removal  of  some  trunks  and  mails  which  be- 
longed to  the  Commissioners,  and  who  could  receive  his 
honour's  eomoaands  about  the  provisions." 
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^  I^et  him  eotn»  Mtber." — ^{>e  dialogue  wts  held  m 
the  hsH.)--***  Why  do  jrm  bemACe,  tad  dnuoble  in  Um 
imHiAer  ?" 

^  Only,  sir,''  said  Jooeliae,  ^^only  perhaps  your  hoa* 
our  might  not  wish  to  aee  him,  being  the  same  who, not 
long  since  ^ 

He  paused. 

^  Sent  my  rapier  s-hawldng  dirough  the  6raiainent| 
thou  wotlld'M  say  ?-— Why,  when  did  1  lake  spleen  at  a 
fimttfsrtftttflding  bis  grotnMl  agunst  me  f — Roundhead  as 
be  is,  man,  I  Mce  him  the  better  of  that,  not  the  worse. 
I  hunger  and  thirst  to  have  another  turn  with  him*  1 
have  thought  on  Ms  passado  ever  sinee,  and  I  believe, 
were  it  to  try  again,  I'  Icnowa  feat  wo«M  control  it.«-*<- 
Feteb  htm  direcdy.'' 

Trusty  Tomkins  was  presently  ushered  in,  bearing 
Mmself  wilh  an  iron  gravity,  wfaieb  neither  the  terrors  of 
Ae  precedmg  night,  nor  the  dignified  demeanour  of  .the 
high-born  personage  before  whom  he  stood,  were  able 
feran  instant  to  o^efoome. 

•  ••^How  now,  good  feltew?*'  said  Sir  Henry ;  '<  I  would 
4Mdr  see  something  more  of  t^  fence,  which  baffled  me 
the  other  evening — but  truly,  I  think  the  light  was  somor 
what  tbo^faim  for  my  oM  eyes-^-'Take  a  foil,  man — i  walk 
'hereirj  the  hallv  as  Hamlet  says  }  and  'tis  the  bfeatb«i]@- 
ti^M  of  day  whhme^^Take  a  foil  then  id  thy  baod-" 

**  Since  it  is  your  worship's  desre,"  said  the  steward, 
kitting  Ml  his  long  cloak,  and  taking  the  foil  in  his  hand. 

**  Now,^*  said  the  Knight^  **  if  your  fitiiess  speaks,  mine 
fe'ready^  Methinks  the  very  stepping  on  this  same  old 
psrvement  hath  charmed  away  the  gout  whi(^  threatened 
me.-^Sa^««sa'-— I  tread  as  6m  as  a  game-cock.'' 

They  began  the  play  with  great  spirit ;  and  whether 
the  old  knight  realty  fought  more  coolly  with  the"  blunt 
than  with  the  sharp  weapon,  or  whether  the  steward  gave 
him  some  grains  of  advantage  in  this  merely  sportive 
encounter,  it  is  certain  Sir  Henry  had  the  better  in  the 
assauh.  His  success  put  him  imo  exoeleot  iMiKHMr 
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pable  hit.  Wbjr,  had  I  had  but  light  enough  jhe^iiifaor 
dt^-^^^Sfai  k  sMIb  toot  ^pgrfJiig  Df  ii*-fleiie  wne  leave 
6ff.  ( (tittst  not  ^figbt,  «M  w^uiiww  oavtdrars^Udiiiiiii  yim 
roundhead  rascals,  beating  jou  so  oftto  4bat  we  taught 
you  to  beat  us  at  last. — And  good  now,tel).in««ibjr  you 
ate  )ea!i4tig  ydur  Int^Bt  m  SM  is^te  ^'^te  yon  timk  i  or 
toy  fiiitiily  can  nst  :brohen  ^iomais  f  ^  ■WBmgj  ikwe  f^m 
no  !>etter  ^^mploynient  6»fomr  tounitti^  mtqw9MI$^ 
beef  than  to  leav«  ibtaaiieUiMllfoa  mhtlm  ^ou<aiiift^o«f 
^uartWS?** 

'•*  i9^ pleaM  yMf booMf,'^  miATcrndskm,  ^MHiof  hi 
dmf  y6u  desh^e  iMit  dite  tflMh  >t>r.  hcwei,  of  rMQ9»  ««r4]yE 
goats.  Nevertheless,  when  you  kn6W'thfitfibef)N>vifiictt 
#^i^&  ^rfl^dl»d  «itid  pmi&ar  xmt^f  your  m^  fflat^^'And 
iftotA  «t  Dittbiey,  <ie^fo«ltratcMl  to  the  <ufle  lif  4lie  «Mfe$ 
ftfore  ^n  a  yenr  nmm^fh  «ilty  be  jrou  wnB  -b«na  kil§ 
9br«|iA6  td  tise  therti  for  y«uff  to^na  btheioCr" 

''Rest  assured  that  I  shalV^  mdi.fiirfimtfff-  '^^.m$ 
^kd'Jrdu  bare  helped  meto  e  shaite  oP  «MD0ri>fvw«  tOer- 
ttthily  t  WHS  M  IMS  tonBrispdat  tyow )mafieni<rf.mibainti<ii 
-stim  at  h6neM  laen'ii  eKpftnifc/^ 

«*  Aiid  as  for  IlieiHiiitps-^  4M«e8»''  oontioued*  Toi»* 
ItfM,  with  the  same  Bolemiik^  '« theft  k  alun^  at  W^kI* 
mincer,  nMob  will  sMad  aaof  4haant»]r'/mi«di)haa|^ 
>l»^  ii^whf^  ^,  ete  it  te'dftiCiiiaMd  t»to»r4Pilndt" 

SlrfleHt-y  pbMtsd,  af  if  laiaoDMtr  what^M^ltie^iiAaii- 
lttg  ofthtaiflMuatida';  forte  iwas^iwt  a  parMn  /Cif  very 
quick  appr«heMiiMi«  But  fainilg«t  leagdb  catigbl.thie 
theati{))g  of  i|t,  ha  hvam  into  na  iB%p\o4tm  of  ioudi^ 
laughter  •flMA'JeiN^e  htdraeealibB  Jodulgejaiiir-a-saMl 
While. 

'^ Ri^t, kftave,"  beaaid,  ''^liatle  thy  jettr^^.ts4)ie 
very  tmnl  «f  die  puppet-show.  /Fauttaa  HHaed  4be 
'devil,  as  the  Parliatoent  nuaed  the  ariny»-^od  Ihen,  as 
the  dutfl  fliea  awa]r  'with  IFanstua,  ao  will  tbemnay^J 
away  wMr  the  fHtfliamem-M^icir  ahe  mmpi  as-liiou  onU^atit, 
or  sitting  part  of  the  so-called  t^arliaaientk«<i^AHil  then, 
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edttFttit^  |0  fly*  cwaf  «kh  iiw<  ftrnji  in  itt  Mn^  fiua  liw 
highttt  ^ewtfd  dloini  io  ike  b«»«8t  dniii»4My.r«*^agrv 
never  fciefe  %prea  for  the  mmtm  ;  lenMnber  tbwe .  k 
dayiight  —ugh  liow  ii^  a  gnine  gt  riHuiptk'' 

Trusty  Tomkins  appearei  to  think  il  heal  to  auppaaae 
hia  diepfaaauM';  aad^obwrviii^^tlwltiMrviainawarerea^y 
toi  inmaport  ^e  ConmuBsiDiBers^  paapertjr  to  tiw  boHHigb^. 
todr  a  gpwmrkimm  o£  ISurHeaay^  La^, 

MeaobiBa  the  oU  aaaM  eoaliouail^  tn  p^e  bia:  t eaomiw 
ed  baliy  airtAiiig  Ua  haaday  aadeaineiog  graeter  aigna  ofi 
^ee  ihao  fa^  bad  abewi^  aioMt  thai  Giiri  SOtla  of  Jamiirjr*. 

^^Hoae  i«)e  m^  again  ia  tba^old  iMb^  Miftn^wayi 
victonHed  too*-^Hoia  the  knisre  anlreii  my  poio^oC  aoe^ 
saioBee  !-**4iie  diiUeil  9t  lbaai>  la  &  apacial>  caaeial  where 
the  qoealioB  oooeemt  pce^.  Look  cm  if  there  are  nei 
aeoie  of  oor  otm  ^g^  legiaMnthHrhio^abetit^  to:  \ 
a  bellyfiill  would  he  a  gfd-mpdf  JoeeHoaN^Then 
feoce,  Joce}iee-!-«««beogk  the  iellesa  feies  welltmoargr  i 
canewell^Buttbouiew^ai^lmpI  deeli  wtb  hsn  when  It 
had  Ailing  hgfat,  JeeelineF^ 

^Ayraadsayoerhoeouadid^^  aaidJoeeliik^  MYoia 
tatighi  hka  to  know  the  Duke  of  Nerfrik  fceaa  SaiHK)eae 
Gevifaier.  TU  wamuH  hen,  he  .ipiH  eat.  mUk  to  oqiae  eoti 
der  youi^  honour's  thumb  again." 

H  Wl^r^  I  am  waxing  ol^'^  said  Sir  Haeay^  ^^  hut 
shiii  ^rM  BOi rust  tfareegh age^ ihimgh aieeers.aaeat  miSnu 
Boa  ipay  age  is  hke  a  lusty  vbilpr,  aa  eld  Will  aayam* 
iiapiy  hut  kittd^rw-rAed  what  if*  eld  aa  we  are^  wa  Kae  te 
seeiceaar  digpayatt  I  promise  dteG,Jooeliee^ I  hMra  thie 
janiB^  belwist  die  ffogneaof  the  heayd  aid  thet  rogttW 
of  the  sword.  When  thieves  quarrel^  Hue  mae  bare  e 
chetice  of  eotning  by  ^ehr  owe." 

^Pbeelriumpbed^eeki  oaealieai  iirthe  tkrahki  ^ry  af 
baring  lecoieeflid  hia  dweUingtmregainody  aa  he  thought^ 
baa  eluuMictea  a»  e  man  of  fi^ncfe,  and  ineHy  discoverad 
soaae  pteq^eei  of.a  ebanga  of  dme^  ie  wliinh  he  waa 
tioi  wiil|04tt  bepe^lthat  somalhiafg  Bii%|bt  lure  iqi.for  die 
refal 
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lfe«BiriMie,  Alee,  vnAi  a  pfcmim  «id  ft  igtMrohciBli 
than  had  dai»ed  in  ber  bosom  for  fovoraldajs,  iiraal- 
forth  with  a  gaiety  to  which  Ae  of  late  hadbaeitaairaa*! 
g»y  to  cont^Nite  her  aaaislaiioo  to  the  reguhtiot]  aad. 
supply  of  the  household^  by  brmgiDg  the  fresh  water  waa^ 
ed  from  fair  Rosamood's  welk 

Perhaps  she  remembered,  that  wheo  she  *  was  but  a 
girl,  h^  cousia  Markbam  used^  among  otfaors,  to  make': 
her  perform  that  duty,  as  peseating  the  oharacter  of  souro 
captiye  Trojan  princess,  coademiied  by  ber  situaiiofi  to 
draw  the  waters  from  some  Ghrecian  spring,  for  the  use  of 
the  j^ad  victor.  At  any  rate,  she  certainly  joyed  lo-see 
her  lather  reinstatecT  in  bis  ancient  habiti^on  ;  aad  the 
joy  was  not  the  less  mncere,  that  she  knew  their  return 
to  Woodstock  had  been  procured  by  means  of  ber  couskiy 
bb6  that  ereo  in  her  father's  prejudiced  eyes,  Ev^erard  * 
bad  been  in  some  degree  exculpated  of  the  aecusattons 
the^old  knight  bad  broagbt  i^ainst  him ;  and  tbtt  if  a 
reconciliation  had  not  yet  taken  plac6,  the  preliminaries 
bad  been  established  on  which  such  a  desirable  conclusioa 
might  easily  be  founded.  It  was  like  the  commencement 
of  a  bridge,  when  the  foundation  is  securely  laid,  and 
the  piers  raised  ^bowe  the  influence  of  the  torrent ;  the 
throwing  of  the  arches  may  be  accomplished  in  a  subae* 
quent  season.  / 

The  doabtfiil  fcte  of  her  only  brother  might  hare 
clouded  eren  this  mofDentary  gleam  of  sunshine ;  but 
Aliee  had  been  bred  op  during  the  close  and  frequent 
contests  of  civil  war,  and  had  acquired  the  habit  of  ho|H 
ing  in  behalf  of  those  dear  to  her,  until  hope  was  lost* 
In  the  present  case,  all  reports  seemed  to  assure  ber  df 
ber  brother's  safisty. 

Besides  these  causes  .for  gaiety,  Afice  Lee  had  the 
pleasing  feeKng  that  she  was  restored  to  the  haUtation 
and  the  haonts  of  her  childhood,  from  which  she  had 
not  departed  wittout  mu^h  pain,  the  more  fek,  perhaps, 
because  suppressed,  in  ord^  to  avoid  irritating  her  fath- 
er's sense  of  bis  mtsfortone.  Finally,  ^e  eDJoyed  for 
the  instant  the  gleam  of  self-satisfaction  by  wfaich  we  ioe 
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tfaej  can  bo,  if  tommim  rhrm^  Mlpfiil  19^  ttipue  wlipm 
tbey  b?)t^  umI  parfom  ftl  tW  omma^  of  ami  fome  of 
tliose  bttla  iMMHtio  (Mksy  n^HOb  «s^  l#94v«9  wilb  iiQ 
nucb  ploaaiitQ  ffOCB  ib^  iniM  hm4»  of  y^Mtb^  Sa  d»#t, 
akogflftlMr,  m  sb»  bwied  |hr«iiigh  th^  reuBA9Jn«  ao4  mfttj^ 
ges  of  a  wilderaess  already  nMli0Md»  «wd  fron  tbeoca 
ahMft  a  bavwtei  iolP  Iba  Pajriku  to  bfiQC  ft  pjtchor  of 
w«ie9  firMi  RftaoiQiiiii^fl  ^prii^it  Aiio«  tif^i  bar  f^urav 
oDliMoad  aMl  bet  aanpfe^w  |i  btdi^  riwfiad  by  tbe  ^x* 
ercise,  had,  for  the  momeDt,  Mgawed  ibe  giQi  ainl  briUiaot 
vivacky  of  m^aeiiioo  trbMi  bad  bam)(ha«b<K^t^tic 
of  ber  beamy  b  bei  aailief  mm!  )2iH?pi^  4ayf^ 

Thia  finmiaia  of  oU  «#»Qiy  biid  b^9  wcfi  adocnad 
with  aMhitaotonri  anaiPaaUMi  tfaa  stylci  of  ib(|  |i:Mi#iitl| 
cealaiy,  chkifp  ralating  Ip  aocieat  myiboWfiF*  AU  thim 
wate  aow  waated  and  ovwibrowii,  w»d  flHstad  only  fif 
iBoatNeawiad  miaf^  wbil#  iha  liviiie  ^priBg  cmtipw^V^ 
tamak  iti  duly  traaauren^wiiraUed  ia  purity,  tboifgb  A# 
yiaa^  am  tnal^  pishios  Wt  anud  di4QiM«4  fH^W^k 
aad  habbbiig  tfamugb  Uragmaiiip  of  iwciaat  iculpu^at 

Witbabgkfllaf  and  lM#>iiig  bffQw  tbe  yowg  lUdf 
of  Lea  una  spfMoaabiai^  Iba  fbHalaio^  umiWjF  fl»  wituryi 
itbao  aba  paaaad  an  b<holdiai  ami  wa  «B%te4  bmdt 
iu  Sba  piaaaadad,  bMfW^iF,  ivitb  aoiifidftfiaffi  tbPVfill 
with  a  slap  aeaieihiiig  Iaa»  cay,  ^ao  «b«  0biliv«4  dPilf 
tba  pfiaoa  arap  a  feaaata  |n-ra«n«a  immJ  p^irbiHlW  friW 
tbai  UnnHfriiaaEi  ^Sm^Amklfem^Qfic^mofi^  despalit^ 
ad  for  die  valat  of  a  apaiog,  aiippQf  ed  la  ba  pacul^rly 
pure,  or  game  agfad  womap^  wbo  m%d0  %  UM)#  Uada  by 
cariji^;  it  ia  iha  battar  cott  of  fkmSm$  W|d  laliiRg  U  for 
a  trifle.    There  was  no  cause,  thereforai  Son  appi^^^aoaioo. 

Vca  the  tanoaa^of  tfaa  limn  weaa  aa  giravli  ^t.  Alice 
did  pan  sea.  aataagar  avaoaf  bar  aiai|sa«fi^(bf^t  »qm» 
apprehension.  Denaturalized  women  had  a|(^  JMiSual  fplr 
law>ed  tbmtamfB  of  bplbarwm  dttriag  th^  Civil  War 
wiia  oa  liw  oaa  aida  wilb  opaa  piN>jSig««y  iWd  prQianHy 
ao  the  odior  with  tfaa  fraudful  l^na  of  f«iia#i9i#m  or  bypQ 
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crisy,  exercised  nearij  in  fike  degree  tbenr  tafonts  fmt 
murder  or  plander.  But  it  was  broad  <kyli^,  Uie  dia- 
tancie  from  the  Lodge  was  but  triflmg,  aod  though  a  little 
alarmed  at  seeing  a  stranger  where  she  expeoled  deep 
solitude,  the  daughter  of  the  haughty  crid  Kingfat  fa»d  too 
much  of  the  lion  about  ber^  to  fear  without  sooie  de^ 
termined  and  decided  caoee. 

Alice  walked,  therefore,  gravefy^  on  towarcts  the  fou^ 
and  composed  her  Iboks  as  she  took  a  haaty  gjaace'  of  the 
female  who  was  seated  there,  and  addressed  beiself  to 
her  task  of  filling  her  pitcher. 

The  woman,  whose  presence  had  surprised  and  some- 
what startled  Alice  Lee,  was  a  person  of  the  lower  rank^ 
whos6  red  cloak,  russet  kirtle,  handkerchief  drimmed  with 
Coventry  blue,  and  a  coarse  -steeple  hat,  could  not  indi^ 
cate  at  best  any  thing  higher  than  the  wife  o(  a  smali 
farmer,  or,  perhaps,  the  helpmate  of  a  bailiff  or  bind. 
It  was  well  if  she  provied  nothing  w(N*se.  Her  clothes, 
indeed,  were  of  good  materials ;  but,  what  the  female 
eye  discerns  with  half  a  glance,  they  were  indifferently 
adjusted  and  put  on.  This  looked  as  if  they  did  not 
belong  to  the  person  by  wbom  they  were  worn,  but  were 
articles  of  which  she  bad  become  the  mistress  by  some 
accident,  if  not  by  sonne  successful  robbery.  Her  siee^ 
too,  as  did  not  escape  Alice,  even  in  the  short  perusal  she 
afibrded  the  stranger,  was  unusual ;  her  features  swarthy 
and  singularly  haf^sh,  and  her  n^afHier  altogether  unpropi* 
tious.  The  y6nng  lady  almost  wished,  as  she  stooped 
to  fill  her  pitcher,  that  she  had  rather  turned  back,  and 
sent  Joceline  on  the  errand ;  but  repentance. was  too  liUe 
now,  and  she  bad  only  to  disguise  as  well  as  she  could  her 
unpleasant  feelings. 

^*  The  blessings  of  this  bright  day  to  one  as  Inright  as 
it  is!*^  said  the  stranger,  with  no  uoAriendly,  though  a 
harsh  voice. 

"  I  thank  y<wi,^  sttid  AHce  in  reply  5  and  continued  to 
611  her  pitcher  bosily,  4y  assistance  of  an  iion  bowl  which 
remained  still  chained  to  one  of  the  stones  beside  the 
fountain. 
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*<  Perhaps,  tny  pretty  maiden,  if  you  would  accept 
my  help,  your  work  would  be  sooner  done,"  said  the 
stranger. 

^'  I  thank  you,"  said  Alice ;  ''  but  had  I  needed  assist- 
ance, I  could  have  brought  those  with  me  who  had  ren- 
dered it." 

"  I  do  not  doubt  of  that,  my  pretty  maiden,"  answer- 
ed the  female ;  ^^  there  are  too  many  lads  in  Woodstock 
with  eyes  in  their  heads — No  doubt  you  could  have 
brought  with  you  any  one  of  them  who  looked  on  you, 
if  you  had  listed  ?" 

Alice  replied  not  a  syllable,  for  she  did  not  like  the 
freedom  used  by  the  speaker,  and  was  desirous  to  break 
off  the  conversation. 

'^  Are  you  ofiended,  my  pretty  mistress  ?"  said  the 
stranger  ;  "  that  was  far  from  my  purpose. — I  will  put 
my  question  otherwise — Are  the  good  dames  of  Wood- 
stock so  careless  of  their  pretty  daughters  as  to  let' the 
flower  of  them  all  wander  about  the  wild  chase  without 
tL  mother,  or  a  somebody  to  prevent  the  fox  from  running 
away  with  the  lamb  f — ^that  carelessness,  methinks,  shows 
small  kindness." 

"  Content  yourself,  good  woman,  I  am  not  far  from 
protection  and  assistance,"  said  Alice,  who  liked  less 
and  less  the  effrontery  of  her  new  acquaintance. 

'^  Alas  !  my  pretty  maiden,"  said  the  stranger,  patting 
with  her  large  and  hard  hand  the  head  which  Alice  had 
kept  bended  down  towards  the  water  which  she  was  lav- 
ing, <<  it  would  be  difficult  to  hear  such  a  pipe  as  yours 
at  the  town  of  Woodstock,  scream  as  load  as  you  would." 

Alice  shook  the  woman's  hand  angrily  off,  took  up  her 
pitcher,  though  not  above  half  full,  and  as  she  sa<v  the 
stranger  rise  at  the  same  time,  said,  not  without  fear 
doubtless,  but  with^  a  natural  feeling  of  resentment  and 
dignity,  "  I  have  no  reason  to  make  my  cries  beard  as 
far  as  Woodstock  ;  were  yiere  occasion  for  my  crying 
for  help  at  all,  it  is  nearer  at  hand." 

She  spoke  not  without  a  warrant ;  for,  at  the  ihomenr, 
broke  through  the  bushes,  anH  stood  by  her  side,  the  no- 
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tik  hQuM  B/^m  ^  ^ing  W  the  stranger  bis  ^^of  ^nt 
^nce4  fire,}  raising  every  hair  oo  bis  gallant  mane  as 
upright  as  the  bristles  of  a  wild  boar  when  hard  presseih 
grinning  till  a  ^ase  of  teeth,  which  would  have  matched 
tbo$eot  aoj  wpljf  in  Russia^  were  displayed  in  full  array, 
and,  without  either  barking  or  springing,  seeming,  by  his 
low  determined  jgfowl,  to  await  but  the  sjgpa)  for  dashing 
at  the  feriuale^  whom  he  plainly  considereq  a?  a  suspicious 
person,  ^ 

But  the  stranger  was  undaunted,  "  My  pretty  maid- 
en,^ she  said,  "  you  have  indeed  a  formidable  guardian 
there^  where  cockneys  or  bumpkins  are  concerned  ;  but 
we  who  k^y^  been  at  the  wars  know  spells  for  faming 
such  furious  dragons ;  and  therefore  let  not  your  four- 
footed  protector  gp  loose  on  me,  for  be  is  a  noble  animal, 
and  nothing  but  self-defence  would  induce  me  to  do  him 
injury."  So  saying,  she  drew  a  pistol  from  her  bosom 
and  cocked  itr-^gointing  it  towards  the  dog,  as  if  appre- 
hensive that  be  would  spring  upon  her, 

"  Hold,  woman,,  bold  !"  said  Alice  Lee  y  "  the  doe 
will  not  do  y^w  harw^ — Down,  Bevis,  couch  down — ^And 
ere  you  attempt  to  hurt  him,  know  he  is  the  favQiurit^ 
bound  pf  Sir  Henry  Lee  of  Ditcbley,  the  keeper  of 
Woodstock  Park^whp  wpuld  severely  revenge  any  injury 
offered  ta  him," 

"  And  you,  pretty  one,  are  the  old  knight's  boHse- 
keeper,  doubtless  ?  I  have  often  heard  t;h^  Lees  b^ive 
good  taste." 

"  I  am  bi^s  daughter^  good  won^an.'* 

"  His  daughter  1 — I  was  blind — ^but  yel  it  is  true,  noth- 
ing less  perfect  could  answer  the  description  which  all 
the  world  has  given  of  Mistress  Alice  Lee.  I  trust  tbat 
my  folly  has  g^ven  my  young  mistress  90  offence,  and  that 
she  wifl  allow  me,  in  token  of  reconcillfitionp  to  fijl  her 
pitcher<|  and  carry  it  as  far  ^s  she  will  permit.** 

"  As  you  fviflj.gpod  mother  i  bi^t  I  am  about  tQ  return 
instantly  to  the  Lodge,^  to  wDich,  in  these  times,  I  cannot 
admit  straagers.  You  can  follow  me  po  farther  than  the 
v^erge  of  the  wilderness,  and  I  am  already  loo  long  from 


borne  :  1  will  sen^  dome  one  to  meet  and  reHere  yen  pf 
Ac  pitcher .**  So  saying,  she  turned  her  b«ck,  wkfa  a 
feeling  of  terror  which  she  cotild  bardijr  accouat  for,  and 
began  to  walk  quicklj  towards  the  Lodge,  dunkfaig  ttnis  to 
get  rid  of  her  troubtesome  acquaintance* 

But  she  reckoned  without  her  host }  for  in  a  BK>meiit 
her  new  companion  was  by  her  side,  not  maiiing,  nideed, 
bu^  walking  with  prodigious  long  cmwomanly  strides,  which 
soon  brought  her  up  with  the  hurried  and  timid  stepa  ot 
the  frightened  maiden.  But  her  manner  was  more  re« 
spectful  than  formerly,  thotigh  her  voice  sounded  reanark*^ 
ably  harsh  and  disagreeable,  and  her  whole  appearance 
Suggested  an  undefiped,  yet  irresistible  feeSaag  of 
apprehension. 

^  Pardon  a  stranger,  lovely  Mistirees  AHoe,''  md  her 
persecutor,  ^  that  was  not  capable  of  distinguisbiiig  be- 
tween a  lady  of  your  high  quality  and  a  peasant  wencb^ 
and  who  spoke  to  you  with  a  degree  of  freedom,  lO^be* 
fitting  your  rank,  certainly,  and  condition,  and  wtnefa,  I 
fear,  has  given  you  offence." 

"  No  offence  whatever,"  replied  AKce  ;  **  but,  good 
woman,  I  am  near  home,  and  can  excuse  your  farther 
company. — ^You  are  unknown  to  me." 

^'  But  it  follows  not,"  said  the  stranger,  *^  that  your 
fortunes  may  not  be  known  to  me,  fair*  Mistress  Aliee. 
Look  on  my  swarthy  orow — England  breeds  none  sueli 
— and  in  the  lands  from  which  I  come,  the  sun  which 
blackens  our  complexion,  pours,  to  make  amends,  rays  of 
knowledge  into  our  brains,  which  are  denied  to  those  of 
your  lukewarm  climate.  Let  me  look  upon  your  pretty 
band, — (attempting  to  possess  herself  of  it,) — and  I  pro- 
mise you,  you  shall  hear  what  will  please  you." 

*^  I  hear  what  does  not  please  me,"  said  AKce  with 
dignity  5  "  you  must  carry  your  tricks  of  fortune-telling 
and  palmistry  to  the  women  of  the  village — ^We  of  the 
gentry  hold  them  to  be  either  imposture  or  unlawful . 
knowledge." 

"  Yet  you  would  fain  hear  of  a  certain  Colonel,  I  war- 
rant you,  whom  certain   unhappy  circumstances  have 


sepavHed  ftom  hk  <f«%  }  yw  WQqI4  s^v^  better  ibm 
silver  if  I  eouki  assur^Q  ]fo^  that  yoKi  would  sej^  him  in, «, 
day  o«  tv€h-^}P^  |piwfeM)f»,  «wnef .''  • 

"  I  kBOH!  iHstbiQg  of  wbal.  y<>u  s|MBakf,  good  woraaja  n 
if  you  want  alms^  tb^r^ifi  % piecii oC 9lbfQr-^Jt  10 all  I  ha,VQi 
iniaoy  pnrae.^^' 

.  ^<  Ii  were  «p«iy4ibatlsbou)4  take  ii,;"  said  the  female  j 
^aaiyetgiwe  itme^^-r^  t,hi^  pi:iDCie«».  io  tbe  feiry  tal^ 
mast  e^rcr  dwerv^  by  her  ^iWQftity,  tbe  bounty  pf  (ke, 
beaevolmt  ftury  bofor^i  ^b6:  is  rew^ded  by  heir  prpn 


^*  Tdifr  it  iiHiiP  il^'i-jwi?  JWi  wy  pitcbeF,"  said  Ali^e,. 
'^and.  h«isQiDe,  $6nd^  ^nnwt  onei  ofmj  Other's  servaitttsi*, 
— What,  ho  !— Joceline — Joceline  !" 

Tltoi^ld"  fef»iPQ>$»Hfff  h|s(i}y  droj^ped  sQnqiethipfi  ioto 
dw3  piteA«r  m>  nhe  resM^ed  it  tp^  Alice  h^e^  aad^  pl^i^ 
b^B  iMg  linbtit  dJs(ippefM[9^4  ^««djly  u^dei:  Qov^r  of  th^ 


:  9mrim  tinmedy  mi  bapki94  aqd  sbfi wed  soine  incli9ar» 
Uon  to  harass  the  retreat  of  tbi»  ^$piqipu3  pt^rspt^  y^^ 
tt  if  uMf rtain^  «m  tfmM^  Joli^  and  f^-Wa^  ojqi.  l^jn, 
«§  t»  4ei|iiMMl  bw  adviQ^  and  eo/cottra^i^ent.  Joceline 
pacified  the  animal',  aj»d  CQom^^  gip  to  his  young  lady^ 
Mfald  bftp,  wiib  M9fpc)«t^,  wbat  \Y93  tbei  (natter,  and 
wbiltbef  »WbidJ>i^n  fcigbl^ivpd  ?  AUqp  ip^d^  light  of  her, 
dmmt  (w  wAi^Jnid/^^,  sbe  cpuld  apt  have  assigned  any; 
IHUTf  ecywipetei^t  reasort,  for  the  manners  (»r  the  woman, 
Ibo^gb  b«W  SWd  iotrusive^  \vere  not  menacing*  She  only, 
mid  9b(^  b^  wet  a  fortune'teller  by  Rosamond's  Well, 
m^A  bad  bad  aQiui?  dl^culty  iq  shaking  her  off. 

"  Ahj>  tbfi  giiJ^y  thief/*  said  Joceline,  "how  well  she 
scented  ch<vr^  was  food  in  the  pantry  ! — they  have  noses 
UbsQ  c^v^flis  tfaese  strollers.  Look  youj  Mistress  Alicei 
ypu  shall  opt  9e&  si  xaFen  gr  ^  carrion-crow  in  all  the 
ctlue  9|cy  ft>r  a  o^te  roupdyou  i  but  let  a  sheep  drop  sud- 
docdy  dpwaon  tb^  greensward,  and  before  the  poor  erea 
ture's  dead  you  shall  see  a  dozen  of  such  gmests  croak- 
ing af  if  iunltiig,  each  other  to  the  banq^uet. — Just  so  it 
la  with  tbese.  $twjcdy  beggars*    Yog  will  see  few  enough 


tff  ttieiA  wlii^  tb^t^'s  AdiKiftg  to.^^,  tat  irrtiM  kough's 
tb  tbe  pot,  they  'm^R  have  ^tmre  on't." 

"  Tmi  nffe -so  proud  of  y6«ff  Irtsh  mipj^lf  of  pm^etHfor,*' 
saM  Aliice,  ^  tbatyou  '^^et  aU  of  a  4e^ffi  on't.  1 
do  not  think  this  woman  will  venture  near  your  IdlchMi 
JocdBnei" 

••'It  triB%e%e*t  fcr  her  beafth,*'*  saMJoeeWtie^  <«te#t 
1  give  her  *tL  ducking  ^far  digeatim.^^^^Bot  give  me  \h^ 
pitcTier,  Mtetress  Alice^*J-«-ttteeter  1  tear  it  than  yon.—* 
How  tiow  ?  vt4fat  Jitigles  at  the  bottom  f  have  you  Hfied 
the  pebbles  as  well  as  the  Walter  ?*' 

'*!  thMk  ibe  Wdntim  '4ropt)«d  90ra«tbiag  iiMO  the 
pitbher,"  ^ald  AUce. 

"  Nay  we mest)odk  to  itm.  (trt  it » tfteto^be  « 'Charm, 
imd  we  ftav&en<]/u^or  the  dip^il^^tt^e  tifbout  Woodtoek 
aiready^-^-^veWaftioi!spar;e4brtbef't^at^r«^lAmiti  r^B  baeh 
and  Sn^e  j>itc/hef  .**  He  pouiied  eot^e-wiiti^r  upon  ^ 
^rtis^,  md  at  i!re  bottom  of  the  phcber  iras  tbuod  r  gdM 
nng,  hi  whkk  WM  set  a  mby,  apparently  of  8fl«ne*vahie» 

^ Nky,4f  iHk^  mH  endhawtoent;! fctwrn nttt  what  fej* 
said  Jbc^ine.  **  Truly,  Mtdtresa  Alice,  I  thfrik  you  bad 
better  throw  liway  tMs  ghnerttck.  ^e^  gifa  ftom  such 
faaffda  ht^  ^  1(hid  of  pi^sihmofiey  *wiAth  the  d^vH  uaet 
t&t  erilMifig  hfe  f  egiment  df  witches^ ;  afnd  if  they  titke 
bm  80  ttiti(^  aa  a1>ean  Imm  Mm,  tb^  be(!om<$  bifeilHmd- 
rid^  for  liftj^^Ay ,  you  t(M>k  Wdie  ^dH^-'gttW,  but'to^^eiv 
rtyw*^  ifritt^Sittd'a  tead  ifing  ftad  atH^mm^n  pdbMeifiitft 

'<  Nay,  Joceline,  I  think  it  witl%l»  b«ttefr  «o1tod4{>iit>dMll 
dark-complexioned  woman,  and  return  to  her  what  seenw 
of  some  value.  So,  cause  inquiry  to  be  made,  and  be 
sure  you  return  her  ring.  It  seems  too  valuable  to  be 
destroyed." 

"  Umph  !  that  is  always  the  way  with  women,"  mur- 
mured Joceline.  *^  You  will  never  get  the  best  of  them, 
but  she  is  willing  to  save  a  bit  of  finery. — ^Well,  Mistress 
Alice,  I  trust  that  you  are  too  young  and  too  pretty  to  be 
enlisted  in  a  regiment  of  witches." 


S6#4  wowiToqK* 

<<  1 9b«U  not  be  afraid  of  it  till  70U  turn  cpiyuror,"  said 
Alice ;  ^*  so  hasten  to  tlie  well,  where  you  are  like  still 
to  find  the  womaDi  and  let  her  know  that  Alice  Lee  de- 
sires none  of  ber  gifts,  any  more  than  she  did  of  her 
society*" 

So  saying,  the  young  lady  pursued  her  way  to  the 
Lodge^  while  Jocelioe  went  down  to  Rosamond's  Well 
to  execute  her  commission.  But  the  fortune-teller,  or 
viioever  she  ought  he^  was  nowhere  lo  be  iound  ^  neith- 
er, finding  that  to  be  the  case,  did  Joceline  ^ve  bimsetf 
much  trouble,  in  tracking  her  farther. 

*<  If  diis  ring,  which  I  dare  say  the  j^de  stole  some- 
where," said  the  under-keeper  to  himself,  ^*  be  worth  a 
few  nobles,  it  is  better  in  honest  hands  than  in  those  of 
vag^ondA*  My  master  4ias  a  right  to  all  waifs  and 
Strays,  and  certainly  such  a  ring,  in.  possession  of  a  gipsy, 
OMist  be  a  wfiif.  3p  I  sbal)  confiscate  it  witbout  scruple, 
find  apply  the  produce  to  ^fae  support  of  Sir  Henry's 
household,  which  is  like  to  b^  poor  enoi^h.  Thank 
Heaven,  my  military  exporienpe  has  taught  me  how  to 
carry  books  bX  my  finger-ends — that  is  trooper's  law. 
Yet  h^ng  it,  after  all,  I  bad  best  take  it  to  Mark  Everard 
•ad  ask  bis  advi^— J  bold  him  now  to  be  your, learned 
i^ounsQllor  in  law  inhere  Mistress  Alice's  affiiirs  are  coq« 
earned,  and  my  learned  Doctor,  who  shall  be  nameless 
for  such  as  concern  Church  ajnd  State  and  Sir  Henry 
Lee— aad  I'll  give  them  leava  to  give  mine  uinbles  to  the 
kites  and  ravens  if  they  find  me  conferring  my  coofi- 
Amoe  where  it  is  not  safe." 


irOTflS  TO  WOODSTOCK^ 


1.  IPftfe  tv.  ft  ii  hardly  iwcessary  to  say.  unless  to  some  readers  tfmtw 
heral  capacity,  that  Doctor  Rochechffe  and  his  manuscripts  are  alike  apoc- 
ryphal. 

It.  Pap^  6.  This  custom  among  the  Pnritans  is  mentioned  often  in  old 
Tlaysy  and  among  others,  in  the  Wulow  of  Watling  Street 

8.  Page  6.  See  a  curious  vindication  of  this  indecent  simile  here  fpr 
the  Common  Prayer,  in  Note  4. 

« 
4.    Page  11.     ViifDiCATioir  or  ths  Hook  or  Couuon  Psatsk, 

AGAINST    THE    CoiTTUM SLIOUS    SlAVDSRS    OF    THS    FaVATTO    PaVTT 

fSRWivo  rr  PoRHiDOK.-^Tbe  author  of  this  siagnlar  and  rare  tract  in- 
dulges in  the  aJlegoricd  style,  tin  he  iairly  hunts  down  the  aflegory. 

'•  But  as  for  what  you  call  porridge,  who  hatched  the  name  I  know  not, 
neither  Is  K  worth  die  enquiring  after,  for  f  hold  porridge  good  food.  It  is 
better  to  a  sick  man  than  meat,  for  a  sick  roan  will  sooner  eat  pottage  ihaa 
imeat.  Pottage  witl  digest  with  him  when  meat  will  not ;  pottage  will  noop- 
ish  the  blood,  fill  the  veins,  run  into  every  part  of  a  man,  make  him  warmer; 
so  will  these  praters  do,  set  our  soul  and  body  in  a  heat,  warm  our  devotioil, 
work  fervency  m  us,  lift  up  our  soul  to  God.  FV>r  there  be  herbs  of  God^ 
own  planting  \ii  our  potiH^>  as  yu^u  call  iv— the  Ten  Commandments,  dainty 
herbs  to  season  any  poitci^e  tn'ttre  worM;  there  is  the  Lord's  Fnyw,  aad 
.that  is  a  mo*t  sweet  pui'liert>  eaunot  be  denied;  then  there  is  also  David^ 
herbs,  his  prfiyera  a  nil  p^almf,  he  lips  to  make  our  pottage  relish  well ;  the 
psalm  of  tnt;  hlc^^^erL  Vir^n,  a  ^oqd  pot-herb.  Though  they  be  as  some 
term  them,  tuck-croired  putUci^,  yet  tney  are  as  sweet,  as  good,  as  dainty, 
and  as  fresh,  ns  thoy  iverr  nt  I  he  first.  The  sun  hath  not  made  them  sour 
with  itsheat^  iie'rUif^r  \ndh  ihi!  coUl  water  taken  away  their  vigour  and  strength. 
Compare  tb  ..:i  ^viiii  liie  J:3CTipiurt;5,  and  see  if  they  be  not  as  well  seasoned 
and  crumbed.  If  vou  find  any  thing  in  them  that  is  either  too  salt,  too  fresh, 
or  too  bitter,  that  herb  shall  be  taken  out  and  better  put  in,  if  it  can  be  got, 
or  none.  And  as  in  kitchen  pottage  there  are  many  good  herbs,  so  there  is 
likewise  in  this  chureh  pottage  as  you  call  K.  For  first,  there  is  in  kitchen 
potta^  good  water  to  make  them ;  so,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  other  potta^ 
there  is  uie  water  of  life.  S.  There  is  salt  to  season  them ;  so  in  the  other  is 
a  prayer  of  grace  to  season  their  hearts.  3.  There  is  oatmeal  to  nourish  the 
body,  in  the  other  is  the  bread  of  life.  4.  There  is  thyme  in  them  to  relish 
them,  and  K  is  verr  wholesome-— in  the  other  is  the  wholesome  exhortation 
not  to  harden  our  heart  while  it  is  called  to<Klay.  This  relisheth  well.  6. 
There  is  a  small  onion  to  five  a  taste— nn  the  other  is  a  good  herb,  called 
Lord  have  merey  on  us.  I'bese,  and  manv  other  holy  herbs  are  contained 
In  it,  all  boiling  in  the  heaft  ^,jnaii,«^ll«pp.he#«^good  pottace  as  the  worid 
can  afiTord,  especially  if  you  use  tnese  herbs  for  digestion,— the  herb  repent- 
ance, the  herb  grace,  the  herb  faith,  the  herb  love,  the  herb  hope,  the  herb 
Kod  works,  the  herb  feeling^  the  herb  zeal,  the  herb  fervency,  the  herb  ar- 
ncy,  the  herb  constancy,  with  man}'  more  of  this  nature,  most  excellent  for 
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digestion/'  Ohe  !  jam  satis.  In  this  manner  the  leaned  divine  hunts  Wt 
metaphor  at  a  very  cold  scent,  throagfa  a  pamphlet  of  six  mortal  quarto 
pages. 

6.  Page  33.  The  keeper's  followers  in  the  New  Foiest  are  called  in 
popular  language  ragged  Kobins. 

6.  Page  66.    The  story  occurs,  I  think,  m  Froissart* s  Chronicles. 

7.  Pace  238.  Dr.  Michael  Hudsoh^ — ^Michael  Hudson,  the  plauk- 
dealing  chaplain  of  King  Charles  I,  resembled,  in  his  loyalty  to  that  unfor- 
tunate monarch,  the  fictitious  character  of  Doctor  Rocheclifile ;  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  bis  death  were  copied  in  the  narrative  of  the  Presbrterian's 
account  of  the  slaughter  o(  his  school-fellow  j— be  was  chosen  by  Charles  I.. 
alone  with  Jobu  Asbbumham,  as  his  guide  and  attendant,  when  he  adopted 
the  in-advised  resolution  of  surrendering  his  person  to  the  Scots  army. 

He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Parliament,  remained  long  in  their  custody, 
and  was  treated  with  great  severity.  He  made  his  escape  for  about  a  yev 
in  1647 ;  was  retaken,  and  again  escaped  in  1648,  and,  heading  anjnsarrec- 
tion  of  cavaliers,  seized  on  a  stronf  moated  house  in  Lincolnsbife,  called 
Woodford  House.  He  gained  the  place  without  resistajtce  ;  and  there  are 
among  Peck's  Desiderata  Curiosa  several  accounts  of  bis  death,  amonr 
which  we  shall  transcribe  that  of  Bishop  Kenneth,  as  the  most  correct  and 
concise  >— 

**  I  have  been  on  the  spot,''  saith  bis  Lordship, "  and  made  all  possible  en- 
quiries, and  find  that  the  relation  given  by  Mr.  Wood'may  be  a  little  rectified 
and  supplied. 

''  Mr.  Hudson  and  bis  party  did  not  fly  to  Woodford,  but  had  quietly  taken 
possession  of  it,  and  held  it  for  a  garrison,  with  a  good  parU  of  horse,  who 
made  a  stout  defence,  and  frequent  sallies,  against  a  party  ot  the  Parliament 
at  Stamford,  till  the  colonel  commanding  them  seut  a  stronger  detachment, 
under  a  captain,  his  own  kinsman,  who  was  shot  from  the  house,  upon  which 
the  colonel  himself  came  up  to  renew  the  attack,  and  to  demand  surrendry, 
and  brought  them  to  capitulate  upon  terms  of  safe  quarter.  But  the  colonel, 
in  base  revenge,  commanded  that  they  should  not  spare  that  rogue  Hudson. 
Upon  which  Hudson  fought  bis  way  up  to  the  leads  ;  aud  whep  he  saw  tbe^ 
were  pushing  in  upon  him.  threw  himself  over  the  battlements  (another  ac*' 
count  says,  he  couj^ht  hold  of  a  spout  or  outstone),  and  bung  by  the  hands 
as  intending  to  fall  mto  the  moat  heneatb^  till  they  cut  off  his  wnsts  and  let 
him  drop,  and  then  ran  down  to  hunt  him  m  the  water,  where  they  found  biro 
paddling  with  his  sttunps,  and  barbarously  kAocked  him  on  tlie  liead.''<~ 
Peck's  Desiderata  Curiosay  Book  ix. 

Other  aecoonts  mention  he  was  refused  the  poor  charity  of  comiuf  to  die 
on  land,  by  one  Egborough,  servant  to  Mr.  Spinks,  the  intruder  into  tne  par- 
sonage. A  man  called  Walker,  a  chandler  or  grocer,  cut  out  the  tongue  of 
the  unfortunate  divine,  and  showed  it  as  a  trophy  through  the  country.  But 
it  was  remarked,  with  vindictive  satisfaction,  that  Egborough  was  killed  by 
the  bursting  of  his  own  gun }  and  that  Walker,  obliged  to  abandon  his  trade 
through  poverty,  became  a  scorned  mendicant. 

For  some  time  a  grave  was  not  vouchsafed  to  the  remains  of  this  brave  and 
loyal  divine,  till  one  of  tlie  other  parly  said,  "  Since  he  is  dead,  let  him  b* 
buried.'' 
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WOODSTOCK 


CHAPTER  1. 

Bdog  fkineiB  in  llwM  partty  wfakli,  to  a  ftmgw 
Upgnided  and  unfriaMlBd,  altea  pravt 


There  was  a  Gttle  attempt  at  preparation,  now  that  the 
dinner  hour  was  arrived,  which  showed  that,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  his  few  but  faithful  domestics,  the  good  Knight  had 
returned  in  triumph  to  his  home. 

The  great  tankard,  exhibiting  in  bas-relief  the  figure  of 
Michael  subduing  the  arch  enemy,  was  placed  on  the 
.  table,  and  Joceline  and  Phoebe  dutifully  attended  ;  the 
one  behind  the  chair  of  Sir  Henry,  the  other  to  wait 
upon  her  young  mistress,  and  both  to  make  out,  by  formal 
and  regular  observance,  the  want  of  a  more  numerous 
train. 

.  **  A  health  to  King  Charles  P*  said  the  old  Knight, 
handing  the  massive  tankard  to  his  daughter ;  **  Drink  it, 
my  love,  though  it  be  rebel  ale  which  they  have  left  us. 
I  will  pledge  thee  ;  for  the  toast  will  excuse  the  liquor^ 
had  Noll  himself  brewed  it.'' 

The  young  lady  touched  the  goblet  with  her  lip,  and 
returned  it  to  her  father,  who  took  a  copious  draught. 

"  I  will  not  say  blessing  on  their  hearts,"  said  he  , 
"  though  I  must  own  they  drank  good  ale." 

"  No  wonder,  sir ;  they  come  lightly  by  the  malt,  and 
need  not  spare  it,"   said  Joceline 
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"  Say'st  tbou  ?**  said  the  Knight ;  <<  thou  shalt  6ni8h 
the  tankard  thyself,  for  that  very  jest's  sake." 

Nor  was  his  follower  slow  in  doing  reason  to  the  royal 
pledge.  He  bowed,  and  replaced  the  tankard,  saying 
after  a  triumphan|r|lMi^iitttl9l^1fVre,  <^  I  had  a  gibe 
with  that  same  red-coat  about  the  Saint  Michael,  just 
now.*' 

"  Red-coat — ha  !  whalxfidrcoat  ?"  said  the  hasty  old 
man.  **  Do  any  of  these  knaves  still  lurk  about  Wood- 
stock f — Quoit  him  down  stairs  instantly,  Joceline.— 
Know  we  not  Gallowfiy  in^gpi^" 

**  So  please  you,  he  is  in  some  charge  heie,  and  will 
speedily  hi^  j;pn^r-rjf  js  fee— fee  wltlp  imA  ^  rencontre 
with  your  honour  io  .fb9>:W.QQd*^" 

**  Ay,  but  I  paid  him  off  Car  it  in  lh«  lMiJl,as  you  your- 
self saw. — ^t  was  never  in  better  fence  in  ray  life,  Joce- 
hoB,  Tbat  saroe  steward  fellow  is  not  so  uUcrly  black- 
hearted a  rogue  as  the  most  of  them,  Jocetine.  He 
fences  well — excellent  well*  1  wiU  liave  thee  try  a  bout 
in  the  hall  with  him  to*uiorrow,  though  1  think  he  will 
be  loo  hard  for  thee.     I  know  thy  strength,  to  an  iuch," 

He  might  say  this  with  some  truth  j  for  it  was  Jgcelin^'e 
fashion,  wheD  called  on,  as  someiimes  happened,  to  fence 
with  bis  patron,  just  to  put  &}rth  as  much  of  his  strength 
and  skill  as  obliged  the  Knight  to  contend  hard  for 
victon%  which,  in  the  long  run,  he  always  contrived  lo 
yield  tip  to  himj  like  a  discreet  serviog-man* 

"  Aod  what  said  this  round-headed  steward  ol  our  great 
Saint  Mkbael's  standing-cup  ?" 

"Marry, he  scoffed  at  our  good  saint,  and  said  he  wair 
Uule  better  than  one  of  the  golden  cakes  of  BetheL  But 
I  told  him  he  should  not  talk  so,  until  one  of  their  own 
round-headed  saiuts  had  given  the  devil  as  complete  a 
cross-buttock  as  Saint  Michael  had  given  him,  as  ^tis 
carved  upon  the  cup  there,  I  trow  thai  made  him  silent 
enough.  And  then  he  would  know  whether  your  honour 
and  Mistress  Alice,  not  to  mention  old  Joan  and  myself, 
since  it  is  your  honour's  pleasure  I  should  take  my  bed 
here,  were  not  afraid  to  sleep  in  a  house  that  had  bern 


10  muobdirtui^ed*  Bail Udd  hioi  W9 finied  oo fiiods 
•rgoblJM,  hvmg  ihe  prayers  of  the  Cburcb  read  every 
eveoiBg^" 

'^  Jooelioet ''  said  Alicet  iDterrupting  bim,  "  wert  thou 
mad  f  You  kaow  at  wba(  risk  to  ourselves  and  the  good 
doctor  the  performaace  of  that  du^  takes  place/' 

"  Obf  Mistress  Alicei"  said  Jocelinei  a  bttle  ahashedi 
"  you  may  be  sure  I  spoke  not  a  word  of  the  doctor— 
No,  no-^1  did  aot  let  bim  into  the  secret  that  we  bad 
sttcb  a  reverend  chaplain*-*!  think  I  know  the  length  of 
this  man's  foot«  We  have  bad  a  joUificatioo  or  so  togeth- 
er. He  is  band  and  glove  with  me,  for  as  greai  a  fanatic 
as  be  is«" 

^<  Trust  bim  not  too  far,"  said  the  Knighu  '<  Nay,  1 
fear  thou  bast  been  imprudent  already,  and  that  it  will 
be  ensafe  for  the  good  man  to  come  here  afW  nigbt-fsdl, 
is  m  proposed*  These  Independents  have  noses  like 
blood-bounds,  and  can  smell  out  a  loyalist  under  an/ 
disguise." 

(f  If  yo^  honour  tfainks  so/'  said  Joceliae,  "  TU  watch 
tot  the  doctor  with  good-will,  and  bring  bim  into  the 
Li(M^|e. by  ibe  old  condemned  postern,  and  so  up  to  this 
apartment  $  and  sure  tfiis  man  Tomkins  would  never  pre- 
sume to  come  hither,  and  the  doctor  may  have  a  bed  in 
jn^oodstock  liodge^  and  he  never  the  wiser  ;  ur,  if  your 
honour  does  not  think  that  safe,  I  can  out  bis  throat  for 
you,  and  I  would  not  mind  it  a  pin." 

**  God  forbid  1"  said  the  Knight.  *'  He  is  under  our 
roof|  and  a  guest^  though  aot  an  invited  one. — Go,  Joce- 
line  I  it  shall  be  tby  penance,  for  having  given  thy  tongue 
oo  much  license,  to  watch  for  the  good  doctor,  and  to 
lake  oare  of  hie  safety  while  be  contmues  with  us.  An 
October  nigbt  or  two  in  tb^  iiorest  would  finish  the  good 
man." 

*'  He's  more  like  to  finish  our  October  than  our  Octo- 
ber is  to  finish  bim,"  said  the  keeper ;  and  withdrew 
under  the  encouraging  smile  of  bis  patron. 
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He  whistled  Htyh  abng  wiA  bim,  la  tkmre  m  im 
watch  ;  and  having  received  exact  iolbriiiatfon  where  the 
clergyman  was  most  likely  to  be  found,  assured  hift  mas* 
ter  that  he  would  give  the  moat  pointed  attention  to  bisi 
safety.  When  the  attendants  irad  withdrawn,  having 
previously  removed  the  remains  of  the  meal,  the  cJd 
Knight,  leaning  back  in  his  chair,  encouraged  pleasanter 
visions  than  had  of  late  passed  dirough  hi9  imagination, 
until  by  degrees  he  was.  surprised  by  actual  slumber ; 
while  his  daughter,  not  venturing  to  move  but  on  tiptoe, 
took  some  needle-work,  and  bringing  it  close  by  the  old 
man's  side,  employed  her  fingers  on  this  task,  bending 
her  eyes  from  time  to  time  on  her  parent,  with  the  afieo^ 
donate  zeal,  if  not  the  effective  power,  of  a  guardian 
angel.  At  length,  as  the  light  faded  away,  and  night  came 
on,  she  was  about  to  order  candles  to  be  brought.  Bott 
rememberin|  how  indifierent  a  couch  Joceltne's  cottage 
bad  afllbrded,  she  could  not  think  of  int^rupting  the  fint 
sound  and  refreshing  sleep  which  her  father  had  enjoyed, 
in  aO  probabiffty,  for  the  last  two  nights  and  days. 

She  herself  had  no  odier  amusement,  as  she  sat  feeing 
one  6f  die  great  oriel  windows,  t))e  same  by  which  WiM^ 
rake  had  on  a  former  occasion  looked  in  upon  Tomkint 
and  Joceline  while  at  their  compotatbns,  than  watching 
^e  clouds,  which  a  lazy  wind  smnetimes  chased  from 
the  broad  disk  of  the  harvest-moon,  sometimes  persiitted 
to  accumulate,  and  exclude  her  brightness.  There  is,  I 
know  not  why,  something  peculiarly  pleasing  to  the  imag* 
ination,  in  contemplating  the  Queen  of  Night,  when  she  is 
wadingy  as  the  expression  is,  among  the  vapours  which 
she  has  not  power  to  dispel,  and  which  on  their  side  ar 
unable  entirely  to  quench  her  lustre.  It  is  the  striking 
image  of  patient  virtue,  calmly  pursuing  her  path  through 
good  report  and  bad  report,  having  that  exceUence  in 
herself  which  ought  to  command  all  admiration,  but  be- 
dimmed  in  the  eyes  of  the  worid,  by  suflfering,  by  mkh 
fortune,  by  calumny. 

As  some  such  reflections,  perhaps,  were  passing 
through  Alice's  imagination,  she  became  sensible,  to  her 


suqirise  ind  alarniy  that  scmie  one  ht4  ehmbered  up  apoa 
the  window,  aud  was  kxvking  into  tbe  room.  The  idea 
of  supernatural  fear  did  not  b  the  slightest  degree  agitate 
Alice.  She  was  too  much  aocostomed  to  the  place  and 
situattott  ;  for  folk  do  not  see  spectres  in  the  scenes 
with  which  they  have  been  familiar  from  infancy.  But 
dangei'  from  marauders  in  a  disturbed  country  was  a 
more  formidable  subject  of  apprehension,  and  the  thought 
rmed  Alice,  who  was  naturally  high-spirited,  with  such 
desperate  courage,  that  she  snatched  a  pistol  from  the 
wall,  on  which  some  fire-arms  hung,  and  while  she 
screamed  to  her  father  to  awake,  had  tbe  presence  of 
mind  to  present  it  at  the  intrudevr  She  did  so  the  more 
readily,  because  she  imagined  she  recognized  io  the  vis* 
age,  which  she  partiaBy  saw,  the  features  <^  the  woman 
whom  she  had  met  witi\  at  Rosamond's  yfeW,  and  which 
had  appeared  to  her  peculiarly  harsh  and  suspicious. 
Her  father  at  the  same  time  seized  his  sword  and  came 
forward,  while  the  person  at  tbe  window,  alarmed  at  these 
demonstrations,  and  endeavouring  to  descend,  missed 
footing,  as  had  CavaUero  Wildrake  before,  and  went 
down  to  the  earth  with  no  small  noise«  Nor  was  die  re- 
ception on  the  bosom  of  our  common  mother  either  soft 
or  safe ;  for,  by  a  most  terrific  bark  and  growl,  they  heard 
that  Beijs  had  come  up  and  seized  on  the  party,  ere  be 
or  she  could  gain  their  feet. 

**  Hold'fast,  but  worry  not,"  said  the  old  Knight. — 
^  Alice,  thou  art  the  queen  of  wenches !  Stand  fast  here 
till  I  run  down  and  secure  the  rascal." 

<<  For  God's  sake,  no,  my  dearest  father  !"  Alice  ex- 
ckiraed }  **  Jbceline  wiH  be  up  immediately — Hark ! — I 
hear  him." 

There  was  indeed  a  bustle  bek>w,  and  more  than  one 
light  danced  to  and  fro  in  confusion,  while  those  who  bore 
them  called  to  each  other,  yet  suppressing  their  ^voices  as 
they  spoke,  as  m«i  who  would  only  be  heard  by  those 
they  addressed.  The  individual  who  had  fallen  under 
the  power  of  Beits  was  most  impatient  m  his  situation 
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sod  oailed  willi'lei(st^dc»iil]0ih<^'<  Her^  liechrr^Forestoi 
-H^take.iA^  dag  afi^  ebe  IfBU3t  AoOt  ImaJ* 

^  If  thou  dost/'  .9iikl  Sir  Henry  Oom  ll|e  wia^owt  ''  I 
blow  tbJF  bi^iDS  out  on  ibe  :q>ol*^Tbie?e8i,  Joceline, 
tUeTot  !  tome  up  and  secure  this  ruffiaiti'— ^B^vis^  bold 

^  Back,  Beris ;  down^  sir*"-  eridd  Joc^Iio^*-^— ^^  I  am 
edmiDg^  i  kiti  comings  Sir  Hedky-^SiiiDt  Aiicbael»  IsbaU 
go  disuaeted  t" 

A  teirible  thought  siiddenlj  dcculred  to  Alicei^— eould 
Jocelide  have  become  bnfaitbful*  that  be  wais  eaUiDg  Bevis 
off  the  Ttlbin,  instead  of  eDcouraging  the  trusty  dog  to 
seeiire  faim  f  Hef  father^  meautifl^^  moved  perhaps  by 
some  fluspiction  of  tbe  sdai^  kiod^  hastily  stepped  aside 
out  of  the  moonlight,  and  pulled  Aliee  close  to  bim,  so 
as  to  b^  iDTiMUfe  ffom  wfthbut,  yet  so  plated  as  to  hear 
wfaat  sbooM  pass.  The  sotiffle  between  Bevis  and  bis 
prisoner  setfmed  to  Be  ended  by  Joceline's  interference^ 
and  dier^  was  tfese  wbispering  for  an  instant^  as  of  peo- 
ple in  CQitsultatidn^ 

**  All  is  quiet  iko#/'  iaid  dbe  roG^e  >  '<  I  will  up  and 
prepa^^  tbe  vtiy  tan  yoii/'«*^And  iniBlediately  a  form 
preseoMd  itself  on  tbe  outside  bt  Ibe  Window^  pushed 
open  tbe  kttiee^  and  sftrudg  mto  the  parlodr*  But  al- 
most ere  bis  step  was  upon  tbe  floor,  cwtainly  befiM'e  be 
had  obtained  any  secure  footing,  ^e  old  Knight,  who 
stood  ready  with  his  rapiei*  drawn,  made  a  despertite  pass, 
«rhidh  bbre  tb^  intnidm-  to  tbe  ground.  Joo^line^  who 
clambered  up  next  with  a  dalle  lanlern  in  his  blind«  utter- 
ed a  dfekdfiJl  exctemation^  wiien  be  saw  iHial  bad  hap- 
l^encd,  c^jring  oiH^  ^  Lord  ki  Maten,  be  has  shun  bis  own 


son 
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'  No,  IIO^I  tM  you  nb,"  said  tbe  fallen  young  m^n, 
Who  Wiis  indeed  ydung  Albert  Lee,  tbe  only  son  of  the 
old  Knight—"  I  am  tM  hurt. — No  Doito^  on  yoi^  lives — 
get  lightd  instadtly."  At  the  saoKi  time,  he  started  from 
the  Aoor  as  quickly  as  be  oooM,  diider  the  etnbarrass- 
lii^tit  bf  a  cloak  ddd  doublet  skewered  as  ft  Were  together 
by  the  rapier  of  the  old  Knight,  whose  pass,  most  form- 


ikMty  bad  b«Mtliwi«d  A6ni«he  Mjr  ^  Albwt  bjr  iIm 
ioterruption  of  bis^oak,  tbe  blade  passing  rigbt  acrcMi 
his  back  fiierciqg  Ifae^lotbta,  wbile  tbe  bill  eoiauif  a^aiDst 
bis  nde  witb  die  wbok  fiNToe  of  ibe  k>ungei  bad  \kxub 
bim  to  the  groiioci» 

Joceliiie  all  tbe  wbile  enjoined  silence  to  erecy  oiie» 
crnder  tbe  sirieleat  eonjuraiiolis.  '*  Silefice»  as  you 
wooM  lEkRg  Ii¥e  en  eartb— sileacei  as  you  would  bave  a 
place  in  iMaven^-^e  but  silent  for  a  few  minutes-— aU 
our  Gtcs  depend  on  it." 

Meantime  he  procured  lights  with  inexpressibU  de- 
spatch, and  they  tbeu  beheld  that  Sir  Henry,  on  bearing 
the  fatal  worda,  bad  sunk  back  on  one  of  tbe  large  chaira^ 
without  either  molioRi  colour^  or  sign  of  life. 

<<  CNh  tm)tbeiE|  bow  eould  you  dome  in  this  manner  ?" 
said  Alice. 

^  Ask  no  questions — Good  God  !  for  what  am  I  re«- 
served  I"  He  gased  on  bis  father  as  be  spoke,  who,  witb 
day-coM  features  rigidfy  fixed,  and  his  arms  extended 
ia  die  most  absolute  h^Iessnesa,  looked  rather  the  image 
of  death  upon  a  moaument,  than  a  being,  in  whom  exist- 
ence  'was  onl^  suspended.  "  Was  my  life  spared,"  said 
Albert,  raising  bis  bands  witb  a  wild  gestere  to  heaven, 
^<only  to  v4tness  such  a  sight  as  this  f" 

"  We  auffer  what  Heiiven  permits,  youqg  nwn — ^we 
endure  <Nir  lires  while  Heaven  continues  tbem.  Let  me 
approach."  Tbe  same  ofergrman  who  bad  read  tbe 
prayers  at  JbeeliQe's  hut  now  came  forward.  **  Get  wa- 
^er,"  be  said,  *<  ilistantly."  And  tbe  helpful  hand  and 
%bt  foot  of  Alice,  witb  the  ready-witted  tenderaess 
irtueb  never  stagnates  in  irain  lamentations  while  there  is 
any  romn  for  hope,  provided  with  iacrediUe  celerity  all 
that  tbe  clergjroMm  called  for« 

'«  h  is  bnt  a  swoon,"  be  said,  on  feeHng  Sir  Henry's 
palm — '^  a  swoon  produced  from  the  instant  and  uif- 
^xpeeted  shock.  Rouse  thee  up,  Albert ;  I  promise 
ihee  it  will  be  nothing  save  a  syncope---A  4Jup,  ray  dear- 
est Alice,  and  a  ribbon,  or  a  bandage — I  most  take  eome 
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blood — soino  aromslies,  too,  if  tbay  oMi  bt  bad,  my  good 
Alice."  ^  ♦ 

But  while  Alice  procured  ibe  cup  and  bandage,  strip- 
ped ber  £itherV  sleeye,  and  seemed  by  intuition  eren  to 
anticipate  every  direction  of  the  reverend  doctor,  ber 
brother,  bearing  no  wcNrd,  and  seeing  no  sign  of  comfort, 
stood  with  bodi  hands  clasped  and  elevated  into  the  air, 
a  monument  of  speechless  despair.  Every  feature  in 
bis  face  seemed  to  express  the  thought,  **  Here  liW  my 
father's  corpse,  and  it  is  I  whose  rashness  has  slain  him !" 

Bftt  when  a  few  drops  of  blood  began  to  follow  the 
lancet— at  first  falling  singly,  and  then  trickling  in  a  freer 
stream — ^when,  in  consequence  of  the  application  of  cold 
water  to  the  temples,  aiul  aromatics  to  the  nostrils,  the 
old  man  sighed  feebly,  and  made  an  effwt  to  move  bis 
limbs,  Albert  Lee  changed  his  posture,  at  once  to  throw 
himself  at  the  feet  of  the  clergyman,  and  kiss,  if  be  would 
have  permitted  him,  his  shoes  and  the  hem  of  his  raimem. 

*<  Rise,  foolish  youth,"  said  the  good  man,  with  a  re* 
proving  tone  ;  ^^  must  it  be  always  thus  with  you  ? — 
Kneel  to  Heaven,  not  to  .the  feeblest  of  its  agents.  You 
have  been  saved  once  agam  from  great  danger — ^would 
you  deserve  Heaven's  bounty,  remember  you  have  been 
preserved  for  other  purposes  than  you  now  think  on. 
Begone  you  and  Joceline,  you  have  a  duty  to  discharge ; 
and  be  assured  it  will  go  better  with  your  father's  recov- 
ery that  he  see  you  not  fcur  a  few  minutes. '  Down — down 
to  the  wilderness,  and  bring  in  your  attendant." 

"  Thanks,  thanks,  a  thousand  thanks,"  answered  Al- 
bert Lee  ;  and,  springing  through  the  lattice,  be  disap- 
peared as  unexpectedly  as  he  had  entered-— at  the  sam 
time  Joceline  foUowed  him,  and  by  the  same  road. 

Alice,  whose  fears  for  her  father  were  now  something 
abated,  upon  this  new  movement  among  the  persons  of 
The  scene,  could  not  resist  appealing  to  ber  venerable  a»* 
sistant.  *'  Good  Doctor,  answer  me  but  one  question — 
was  my  brother  Albert  here  just  now,  or  have  I  dreamed 
nil  that  has  happened  for  these  ten  minutes  past  ?  Me-* 
thinks,  but  for  your  presence,  T  could  suppose  the  whole 
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ii>dpagi«diniByBliep— dwitfawrihbAniit  AttdaadH 
like,  corpse-like  old  maa — that  soldier  in  mute  despair — 
I  must  bdeed  have  dreaoied.''  •  ^  ' 

<<  If  Toa  have  dreamed,  ray  sweet  Alice,"  said  tbe  doc- 
tor, *^  I  wish  vfWj  sick  nurse  had  your  property,  sioee 
you  have  been  attending  to  our  patient  better  durmg  your 
sleep,  than  most  of  these  old  dormice  can  do  when  they 
are  most  awake.  But  your  dream  came  through  tbe  gale 
of  horn,  my  pretty  darling,  which  you  must  remind  me 
to  explain  to  you  at  leisure.  Albert  has  really  bemi 
here,  and  will  be  here  again." 

^  Albert,"  repeated  Sir  Henry,  ^  who  names  my 
son  ?" 

'<  It  is  I,  my  kind  patron,"  said  the  doctor;  <^  pemut 
me  to  bind  up  your  arm." 

<<  My  wound  f — with  all  my  heart,  doctor,"  said  Sir 
Henry,  nosing  himself,  and  gathering  his  reccdlectioii  by 
degrees.  '^  I  knew  of  old  ihou  wert  body-curer  as  well 
as  Boul-eurer,  and  served  my  regiment  for  surgeon  as 
well  as  chaplain.*-^But  where  is  the  rascal  1  kilted  ?-^ 
never  made  a  fairer  strama^on  in  my  life.  The  shell  of 
my  rapier  struck  against  his  ribs.  So  dead  he  must  be, 
or  my  right  band  has  forgot  its  cunnmg." 

^  Nobody  was  slain,"  said  the  docti»^ ;  *'  we  rotMit 
thank  (9od  for  that,  since  there  were  none  but  friends  to 
slay.  Here  is  a  good  cloak  and  doublet,  though,  wound- 
ed in  a  fashion  which  will  require  some  skill  in  taikr- 
craft  to  cure.  But  I  was  your  last  antagonist,  and  took 
a  little  blood  from  you,  merely  to  prepare  you  for  the 
pleasure  and  surprise  of  seeing  your  son,  who,  though 
hunted  pretty  close,  as  you  may  believe,  Imth  made  bis 
way  from  Worcester  bidber,  where,  with  Jocefine's  assist- 
ance, we  will  care  well  enough  for  his  safety.  It  was 
even  for  this  reason  that  I  pressed  you  to  accept  of  your 
^  nephew's  proposal  to  return  to  the  old  Lodge,  where  a 
hundred  men  might  be  concealed,  though  a  thousand  were 
making  search  to  discover  them.  Never  such  a  place 
for  hide-and-seek,  as  I  shall  make  good  when  I  can  find 
means  to  publish  my  Wonders  of  Woodstock." 
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{  im  ttMta  bttmmly  Me  him  i  mid  wtt«refi)iril  diii  jfou  tM 
forewarn  me  of  this  joyful  6¥Mit  ?" 

'*  Bft^imse  i  mnA  utioertftMi  of  bis  motioiis/'  saU  tlie 
doetoT)  ^  tad  rxdier  tbouglrt  be  was  booed  for  fbe  SM^ 
side,  and  that  it  viroukt  be  best  to  teli  you  of  bi»  fate  vvtiea 
be  Was  safe  on  boafd^  and  In  full  sail  foi*  France.  We 
bad  afipointed  to  let  you  know  all  ^ben  1  oaine  bitb^r 
tO'-ntgfal  to  join  you^  But  there  is  a  red^^oet  in  the  bouae 
whom  we  care  not  to  trust  farther  than  we  could  not  belpw 
We  dared  not,  therefore,  Vienture  in  by  the  hall ;  and  so, 
prowKiqi  roimd  the  bitil&i%,  Aibort  informed  us^  that  an 
old  prank  of  his,  when  a  boy,  consisted  of  entering  by  tUp 
window.  A  lad  wfab  Waa  with  us  would  need*  Blake  the 
experiment,  as  there  seemed  ^  be.no  Ugl^  in  die  eham* 
ber,  and  the  4monfi^  Trithout  olade  ualiable  to  be  de- 
tdctsdw  His  foot  ritppod^  lund  our  friend  Bern  oaiM 
uponusi 

*^  In  good  truth)  you  acted  mnpfyj^*  said  Sir  Henry, 
*^  to  atmbk  k  ganrison  without  a  summons.  But  aU  this  is 
'iiodittig  to  my  sob  Albert-«**wfaere  is  be  ?•*— Let  me  see 
bito." 

"  But,  Sir  Hfemy,  wait,"  said  &e  doctor,  "  tiUyour 
irtatored  istrengtb*-*— *- * 

*'  A  plagoie  of  my  restcured  strength^  Oian  !'*  ooswerod 
tins  Knight)  as  his  old  kpinc  began  to  awaken  within  bim. 
•^**  Dost  bot  renmnberj  that  I  lay  on  Edgehill-field  all 
night,  ble^cBng  like  a  bullock  from  five  several  woijM% 
atid  wbre  my  armour  within  six  weeks  f  and  you  talk  to 
tne  of  th^  few  drops  of  blood  that  fellow  sUch  a  scratch 
as  a  cat's  daw  mi|^t  have  made  I" 

^  Nay,  If  you  feel  so  courageous,"  said  the  doctor 
*^  I  utill  fetch  your  seiih-^4ie  is  not  far  distam^" 

So  saytog,  be  left  ^  apaHnitnt)  maki^  a  sipi  to 
Alices  to  rei^h,  i^  ei^e  any  symptoms  of  ber  father's 
weakness  should  retuhi. 

It  was  fortunate,  perhaps,  that  Sir  Henry  never  seem- 
ed to  reooHect  the  precise  nature  of  the  alarm,  which  had 
.U  oiice,  v.nA  ofecttvtHy  p.s  the  shmk  of  the  thunder-holt.» 
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Ibr  the  moment  suspended  bis  fccuMM^  SoiMdHAg  be 
said  more  than  once  of  being  certain  be  bad  done  iiii»- 
thief  with  that  stramafon  a«  be  caSled  h ;  but  hia  mind 
tftd  ntn  recur  to  that  danger,  tis  baling  bee.^  ineurred  by 
tffs  sou.  Ah'ce,  ghid  to  see  that  her  father  iippeared  lo 
have  forgotten  a  cirtumstance  so  feirftil,  (as  men  often 
forget  the  blow,  or  other  sudden  cMiee,  which  has  tbro«m 
*i\mtn  m6  a  swoon,)  reacRiy  exoosed  heneiffiomthiowing 
much  light  on  the  matter,  by  pleading  the  general  confu- 
sion. And  in  a  few  minutes,  Albert  c«it  off  all  farther  in- 
quiry, by  entering  the  room,  followed  by  the  doctor,  and 
thfowmg  himself  alternately  itito  tfae  arms  mt  hb  fetber 
lind  of  his  sister. 


CHAPTER  M. 

TIm  boy  i»— bark  ye,  sirrab--wbftt'f  your  wmm  %^ 
Ob,iaoob— f(y,  1  reesUeol— ibe  fame. 

Crabbb. 

The  affectionate  relatives  were  united  as  those  wh6, 
'meeting  under  great  adversity,  feel  still  the  happiness 
of  sharing  it  in  common.  They  embraced  iigain  and 
again,  and  gave  way  to  those  expansions  of  the  heart, 
which  at  once  express  and  relieve  the  pressure  of  mental 
aeitation.  At  length  the  tide  of  emotion  began  lo  sub- 
side ;  and  Sir  Henry,  still  holding  his  recovered  son  1^ 
ahe  hand,  resumed  the  command  of  his  feelings  which 
he  usually  practised. 

J  "  So  you  have  seen  the  last  of  our  battles,  Albert,*^ 
he  said,  "  and  the  King^s  colours  have  fallen  for  ever  be- 
fore the  rebels  ?*' 

"  tt  is  but  even  so,"  said  the  young  mart — **the  last 
cast  of  the  die  was  thrown,  and,  alas  !  lost,  at  Worcester  ; 
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•od  C#Miw«ir8  fortttoe  earried  it  tb^re,  is  it  bas  wbereFar 
be  bas  sbown  bimself." 

"  Well — it  can  but  be  for  a  time — it  can  but  be  for  a 
time/'  answered  bis^^fiuher  ;  ^^  tbe  devil  is  potent,  tbejr 
say,  in  raising  and  gratifying  favourites,  but  be  can  grant 
but  short  leases — ^And  tbe  King— tbe  King,  Albert— the 
King—in  my  ear— close,  close  !*' 

.    ^^  Our  last  news  were  confident  tbat  be  bad  escaped 
from  BristoU" 

"<  Thank  God  for  tbat— thank  God  for  that !"  said  the 
Knight.     "  Where  didst  thou  leave  him  ?" 

**  Oar  men  were  almost  all  oit  to  pieces  at  the  bridge," 
Albert  replied  ;  '^  but  I  followed  bis  Mi^es^,  with  about 
five  hundred  other  officers  and  gentlemen,  who  were 
resolved  to  die  around  him,  until,  as  our  numbers  and 
appearance  drew  the  whole  pursuit  after  us,  it  pleased 
his  Majesty  to  dismiss  us,  with  many  thanks  and  words 
of  comfort  to  us  in  general,  and  some  kmd  expressions 
to  most  of  us  in  especml.  He  sent  his  royal  greeting 
to  you,  sir,  in  particular,  and  said  more  than  becomes 
me  to  repeat.'' 

"  Nay,  I  will  bear  it  every  word,  boy,"  said  Sir  Henry ; 
**  is  not  the  certainty  that  thou  hast  discharged  thy  duty, 
and  that  King  Charles  owns  it,  enough  to  console  me  for 
all  we  have  lost  and  sufiered,  and  would'st  thou  stint  me 
of  it  from  a  false  shamefacedness  f — I  will  have  it  out  of 
thee,  were  it  drawn  from  thee  with  cords  !" 

^*  It  shall  need  no  such  compulsion,"  said  the  young 
man — ^<  It  was  his  Majesty's  pleasure  to  bid  me  tell  Sir 
Henry  Lee,  in  his  name,  that  if  bis  son  could  not  go  be- 
fore his  father  in  tbe  race  of  loyalty,  be  was  at  least  fol 
lowing  him  closely,  and  would  soon  move  side  by  side." 

<<  Said  be  so  f "  answered  the  Knight— <<  old  Victor 
Lee  will  look  down  with  pride  on  thee,  Albert ! — But  I 
forget — ^you  must  be  weary  and  hungry." 

**  Even  so,  sir,"  said  Albert  ;  ^^  but  these  are  things 
which  of  late  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  enduring  for 
safety's  sake." 

"  Joceline  ! — what  ho,  Joceline  •" 
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The  undar-kMper  enteredy  Mid  |M«i?«d  ordefs  to  g^c 
lupper  prepared  directly* 

^<  My  son  and  Dr.  Rochediflfe  are  half  ilanriiig/'  aaid 
Ifae  Knighi 

*^  And  there  is  a  lad,  too,  belowi"  said  Joceline ;  *^  a 
page,  he  says,  of  Colonel  Albert's,  whose  belly  rings  ciji|^ 
board  too,  and  that  to  do  comBooB  time  |  for  1  think  hit 
ccHild  eat  a  horse,  as  the  Yorkshireman  says»  behind  the 
saddle.  He  had  better  eat  at  the  sideboard  ;  for  he  has 
devoured  a  whde  loaf  of  bread  and  butter,  as  fast  as 
Pbcebe  could  cut  it,  and  it  baa  not  staid  his  stomach  for 
a  rainute^^and  truly  I  think  you  bad  better  keep  him 
under  your  own  eyes,  for  the  steward  beneath  might  ask 
biro  troublesome  questions  if  he  went  below— ^And  then 
he  is  impatient,  as  all  your  gentlemen  pages  are,  and  is 
saucy  among  the  women." 

"  Whom  is  it  he  talks  of  ?— what  page  hast  thou  gDC» 
Albert,  that  bears  himself  so  ill  f "  said  Sir  Henry. 

'*  The  son  of  a  dear  friend,  a  noble  lord  of  Scotland, 
who  followed  tbe  great  Montrose's  banner-r--afterwards 
joined  the  King  in  Scotland,  and  came  with  him  as  iar 
as  Worcester.  He  was  wounded  the  day  before  the  battle, 
and  conjured  me  to  take  this  youth  under  my  charge, 
which  I  did,  something  unwillingly  ;  but  I  could  not  re- 
fuse a  father,  perhaps  on  his  death-bed,  pleading  for  the 
safety  of  an  only  son." 

^*  Thou  hadst  deserved  an  halter,  hadst  thou  hesitat- 
ed," said  Sir  Henry  $  *^  the  snaailest  tree  can  always  give 
some  shelter, — ^and  it  pleases  me  to  think  the  old  stock 
of  Lee  is  not  so  totally  prostrate,  but  it  may  yet  be  a  re- 
fuge for  the  distressed.  Fetch  the  youth  in  ; — he  is  of 
noble  blood,  and  these  are  no  times  of  ceremony— 4)e 
shall  sit  with  us  at  tbe  same  table,  page  though  be  be  ; 
and  if  you  have  not  schooled  him  handsomely  in  bis 
manners,  be  may  not  be  the  worse  of  some  lessons  from 
me:" 

"  Tou  will  excuse  his  national  drawling  accent,  sir?"- 
said  Albert,  **  though  I  know  you  like  it  not." 


*'  I  Ihiv«  Mmdl  cmme^  ^bert,''  antwerWI  the  Knig&l— 
^^  small  cause. — Who  stirred  up  these  disuaioas  ?— 4be 
Soots.  Wfao  strenglhened  th%  hands  of  Parliiunent, 
when  their  cause  was  well  nigh  ruined  f — ^the  Scots  again* 
Wfao  deliver^  up  the  King,  their  countryman,  who  had 
flong  himself  upon  their  protection  f-^the  Scots  again* 
But  this  lad's  rather,  jtw  say^  has  foi^ht  on  the  part  of 
the  noble  Montrose ;  and  such  a  man  as  the  great  Man|uis 
may  tftake  amends  for  the  degeneracy  of  a  whole  nation." 

''  Nay^  father^"  said  Albert,  '<  and  I  must  add,  that 
ibougk  this  lad  is  unooath  and  wHy  ward,  and,  as  you  wiH 
see  ^m^tbkM;  wilful,  yet  the  King  has  not  a  more  zeal- 
ous friettd  i^  England  ;  luad^  when  occasion  ofiered,  bm 
fought  atotttly^  too,  in  his  defeacO'^I  marvel  be  comet 
»oU" 

^^  He  hath  taken  the  bath,"  said  Joceline,  '*  and  noth 
iag  less  mm\d  serve  than  that  he  should  have  it  imme- 
diately^-^be.  supper  he  said,  might  be  got  ready  in  the 
meantime  and  he  commands  all  about  him  as  if  he 
were  in  his  lather's  old  castle,  where  he  might  have  call* 
id  long  enouch,  I  warrant,  without  any  one  to  hear  him. 

^^  Indeed  f "  said  Sir  Henrys  ^^  diis  must  be  a  forward 
cfaiok  of  the  ga«ae,  to  crow  so  eariy.^— What  is  his  name?" 
'  "  His  Mine  ?--^it  escape  me  every  hour,  it  is  so  hard 
m  one,"  said  Albert^-^*'  Kerneguy  is  his  name — ^Louis 
Kerneeuy  ;  his  father  was  Lord  Killstewers,  of  Kincar- 
dfueshire." 

'*  K^rneguy,  and  Killstewers,  and  Kin — what  d'ye  caQ 
Jtf-^Truly,"  said  the  Knight,  ^<  these  northern  men's 
nsproes  and  titt»s  smack  of  their  origin — they  sound  like 
a  north-west  wind,  rumbling  and  roaring  among  heather 
wid  rocks." 

^'  It  i^  but  the  asperities  of  the  Celtic  and  Saxon  dia- 
4i^ts,"  said  Dr*.  HochecliflSs,  *^  which,  according  toYer- 
seegan,  stiU  Knger  ite  those  northern  parts  of  the  island. 
But  peace — here  comes  supper,  and  Master  Louis  Kei- 
«e<ruy. 

Supper  enterisd  accordingly,  borne  in  by  Jocelide  and 
PI  a»l»:.*,  ajul  after  it,  leaning  on  a  huge  knotty  stick,  and 
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hftTing  bis  nose  in  tbe  air  KM  s  qu^fting  boiSid^'*-*4br  hw 
ftttention  wts  appareritfy  to)re  fixtd  od  tbe  good  profni* 
ions  tbat  went  beibre  biln,  tfamn  tnj  tfamg  ebe-^-c«m« 
Master  Kernegujr,  and  s««ted  biroselfy  witboot  imicb 
eeremonj,  at  tbe  lower  end  of  tfa^  table; 

He  was  a  tail,  raw-boned  lad,  wHb  a  riiock  heed  of 
hair,  6exy  red,  like  many  of  bis  country^  while  tbe  bar^ 
tiess  of  bis  national  features  ^s  inereased  bjr  tbe  contnoi 
of  bis  complexion,  ttnued  almost  black  by  the  exposure 
to  all  sbrts  bf  i^eather,  wbich,  m  tbat  sknHring  and  rann 
bltng  mode  of  Kfe,  the  fughivfe  royalbts  bad  been  obliged 
to  encounter.  His  address  was  by  no  means  pre|>OBsee* 
sing,  beins  a  mixture  of  awkwardness  and  forwardness, 
and  showings  in  a  remarkable  degree,  how  a  want  of 
easy  address  may  be  consistent  with  an  admirable  stock 
bf  assurance.  His  face  bitimated  hating  received  some 
recent  scratches,  and  tbe  ciire  of  Dr.  RtkrhbcKffe  had 
decdrsted  h  with  a  number  b(  peltches,  which  eren  en- 
bariced  its  natural  plainness.  Yet  the  eyes  were  brilHant 
and  expr^ssite,  and,  amid  hts  ugline^t*--^for  h  dmoitnted 
to  that  degree  of  irreguferit^-t-^be  fice  was  not  deficient 
in  some  lines  which  expi^ess^  both  sagacity. and  resolmioin 

The  dress  of  Albert  himibelf  was  far  beneath  his  qual- 
ity, as  the  ^n  of  9ir  Henry  Lee,  and  commander  of  i. 
regiment  ih  the  royal  service  ;  but  tbat  of  his  page  was 
still  more  dilapidated.  A  disastrous  green  jerkin,  which 
bad  been  changed  tb  a  hundred  hues  bjr  stm  and  rain,  so 
that  the  original  could  scarce  be  discovered^  huge  clouts 
erly  shoes,  leathern  breech€s-**such  as  were  worn  by 
hedgers— coarse  grey  worsted  stdckhigs,  were  the  attire 
of  the  honourable  youth,  Vfhowt  limping  gait,  while  it 
added  to  the  ungainlinesd  of  his  manher^  showed^  at  the 
sbme  time,  the  extent  of  his  sufferings*  His  appearance 
bordered  so  much  upon  what  is  Vulgarly  called  tb^  queer^ 
that  even  with  Alice  it  would  have  excited  some  sen^ 
of  ridicule^  had  not  compassion  been  predominant. 

The  ^race  was  said  ;  and  tbe  young  Squirb  of  Ditcb^ 
ley  9  ns  well  as  Dr.  Rocbecliffb^  made  an  exeeUent  figtirlr 
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at  a  meal,  the  like  of  which,  in  qualky  and  abundancet 
did  not  seem  to  hare  lately  fallen  to  their  share.  But 
their  feats  were  child's-play  to  those  of  the  Scottish  youth. 
Far  from  betraying  any  symptoms  of  the  bread  and  but- 
ter with  which  he  had  attempted  to  close  the  orifice  of 
hb  stomachy  his  appetite  appeared  to  have  been  sharpen- 
ed by  a  nine  days  fast ;  and  the  Knight  was  disposed  to 
think  that  the  very  genius  c{  famine  himself,  come  forth 
from  bis  native  r^ions  of  the  north,  wtfs  in  the  act  of 
honouring  him  with  a  visit,  while,  aslf  afraid  of  losing  a 
moment's  exertion.  Master  Kemeguy  never  looked  either 
to  right  or  left,  or  spoke  a  single  word  to  any  at  table. 

^  1  am  glad  to  see  that  you  have  brought  a  good  ap» 
petite  for  our  country  fare,  ]roung  gentleman,"  said  Sir 
Henry. 

^  Bread  of  gude  !  sir,"  sdd  the  page,  *'  an  ye'U  find 
flesh,  I'se  find  appetite  conforming,  ony  day  o'  the  year* 
But  the  truth  is,  sir,  that  the  appeteesement  has  been 
coming  on  for  three  days  or  four^  and  the  meat  in  this 
southland  of  yours  has  been  scarce,  and  hard  to  come 
by ;  so,  sir,  Fm  making  up  for  lost  time,  as  the  piper  of 
Sligo  said,  when  he  eat  a  hail  side  o'  mutton." 

"  You  have  been  country-bred,  young  man,"  said  the 
Knight,  who,  like  others  of  his  time,  held  the  rems  of 
discipline  rather  tight  over  the  rising  generation ;  ^^  at 
least,  to  judge  from  the  youths  of  Scotland  whom  I  have 
seen  at  his  late  Majesty's  court,  in  former  days  ; — ^they 
had  less  appetite,  and  more — more" — ^As  he  sought  the 
quatifying  phrase  which  might  supply  the  place  of  ^*  good 
manners,"  his  guest  closed  the  sentence  in  his  own  way 
— "  And  more  meat,  it  may  be — the  better  luck  theirs." 

Sir  Henry  stared  and  was  silent.  His  son  seemed  to 
think  it  time  to  interpose—"  My  dear  father,"  he  said, 
"  think  how  many  years  have  run  since  the  Thirty-eight, 
when  the  Scottish  troubles  first  began,  and  I  am  sure  that 
you  will  not  wonder  that,  while  the  Barons  of  Scotland 
have  been,  for  one  cause  (nt  other,  perpetually  m  the  field, 
the*  education  of  their  children  at  home  must  have  been 
much  neglected,  and  that  young  men  of  my  friend's  age 
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know  better  hom  to  tne  a  brottd-^nord^  or  t»  %om  a  pike 
than  about  the  decent  ceremoaials  of  sooie^*" 

"  The  reason  is  a  svficieot  ooe,^  said  the  Knigbt  3 
**  and,  since  thou  sayest  tby  follower  Karai^  eao  figbc 
we'll  not  let  Um  lack  vietuala,  a  Grod'a  name.— See,  be 
looks  angrily  still  at  yonder  cokl  knn  of  nuitloiK— lor 
God's  sake  put  it  ail  on  his  plate  !" 

'*  I  can  bide  the  bit  and  the  bu  At,"  s»d  the  bononra- 
bie  Master  Kemeguy — ^*  a  hungry  tyke  ne'er  minds  a 
bfaiud  with  a  rough  bane." 

'^  Now,  God  ha'  mercy,  Abert,  but  if  this  be  the  son 
of  a  Scots  peer,"  said  Sir  Henry  to  his  son,  m  a  bw 
tone  of  voice,  ^*  I  would  not  be  the  EagUsb  ploughman 
who  would  change  manners  with  him  for  his  anciettt 
blood,  and  his  nobility,  and  his  estate  to  boot,  ^n  he  has 
erne.  He  has  eaten,  as  I  am  a  Christian,  near  foui 
pounds  of  solid  butcher's  meat,  and  with  the  grace  of  a 
wolf  tugging  at  the  carcass  of  a  dead  horae^  Ob,  he  is 
about  to  drink  at  last — Sob  !— he  wipes  bis  mouth, 
though, — and  dips  his  fingers  in  the  ewer«— and  driea 
them,  I  profess,  with  the  napkin  !«— there  is  some  grace 
in  him,  after  all." 

^^  Here  is  wussing  all  your  Tara  glide  healths  !"  said 
the  youth  of  quality,  and  took  a  draught  m  proportion  to 
the  solids  which  he  had  sent  before  ;  he  then  flung  his 
knife  and  fork  awkwardly  on  the  bencher,  wfaiefa  be  push* 
ed  back  towards  the  centre  of  the  teble,  extended  his 
feet  beneath  it  till  they  rested  on  their  heels,  folded  his 
amis  on  his  welKreplenished  stomaoh,  and,  loUing  back  hi 
his  chair,  fooked  much  as  if  be  was  alKMii  to  whistlo 
himself  asleep. 

'<  Sob  !"  said  the  Knight—*'  the  honourable  Majrter 
Kemigo  hadi  laid  down  his  arms.  Withdraw  these 
things,  and  give  us  our  glasses— Fill  them  around,  Joce- 
line  ;  and  if  the  devil  or  the  whole  Parliament  were  with-* 
in  hearing,  let  them  hear  Henry  I-iCe  of  Ditchley  drink  a 
health  to  King  Charles,  and  confusion  to  his  enemies  *" 

"  Amen  !"  said  a  voice  from  behind  the  door. 
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AK  tb«oonptny  kralMd  at  cfaeh  «Ui«r  io  flsUuMsbogMott 
at  a  response  so  UtUe  ezpoolecU  It  was  followed  by  % 
solemn  and  peculiar  tap^  stich  IM  a  kiud  of  free-masonry 
bad  mtroduoed  among  royaiisti,  ai»d  by  which  they  wero 
accustofneid  lo  make  tbemselres  and  their  principles 
known  to  e«cb  other,  when  they  met  by  accident* 

<*  There  is  no  danger,"  said  Albert,  knowing  the  sign 
•— ^  it  is  a  friend  ; — yet  I  wish  he  bad  been  at  a  greater 
distance  jnst  now." 

^'  And  why,  my  son,  should  you  wish  the  absence  o( 
one  true  man,  who  may,  perhaps,  wish  to  share  our  abun- 
dance, on  one  of  those  rare  occasions,  when  we  have 
siiper6iai^  at  onr  disposal  i — Go,  Joceline,  see  who 
knocks — ^ndj  if  a  safe  man^  adout  him." 

'  And  if  otherwise,"  said  Joceline,  ^^  raetbinks  1  shall 
be  able  to  prereot  his  troubling  the  good  company." 

"  No  vbletice^  Joteline,  on  ydur  life  ;"  said  Albert 
Lee ;  and  Alice  echoed^  '^  For  God's  sake,  uo  violence !" 

*^  No  iiiihecessary  violence  at  least,"  said  (be  good 
Knif^ht  }  *'  An*  if  the  time  deoM&dsit,  J.will  have  it  seen 
that  I  am  master  of  nly  olvn  house*"  Joceline  Joliffe 
nodded  assent  to  all  parties,  and  went  on  tiptoe  to  ex- 
ohange  one  or  two  other  mysterious  symbols  and  knocks, 
eiiB  he  opeiwd  the  door*  It  may  be  here  remarked,  that 
this  species  of  secret  association^  with  its  signals  of  un* 
ion,  eicistad  among  the  more  dissolute  and  desperate  class 
of  cavaliers,  men  habituated  to  the  dissipated  life  which 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  in  an  ill-disciplined  army, 
where  efvry  thing  like  otder  and  regularity  was  too  apt 
to  be  tcooutited  a  badge  of  puritanismk  These  were 
the  '^  roaring  boys,"  who  met  in  hedge  ale-houses,  and 
when  they  bad  by  any  chance  obtained  a  little  money  or 
a  litthe  etcditv  determined  to  create  a  counter-revolution 
by  declaring  their  sittings  permanent,  and  proclaimed,  m 
the  WiM'ds  ^  one  of  their  choicest  ditties, — 

<<  W«'U  drink,  UU  we  brii^ 
In  triumph  backtbe  kiii|^.'^ 
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Tim kadett  ani  gmlryyaf  a  higbardeiMUiplmiVBdinprif 
ragidar  fnonds,  <ltd  not  indeed  paflake  aucb  ei;/ce99e^ 
but  they  still  kept  tbeir  eye  ufKWi  a  <:ksB  of  mmom,  wJ^o 
froi#coarage  and  dasperatiop,  w^re  9apme  of  i»rjfimi 
on  an  advaatagooua  occaaiop  tbe  faliw  Mttfie  i;^  rayaliy  - 
and  recorded  the  lodgee  and  MM  lll7«rB«  #i  ffrbic^  they 
met,  as  wbolesate  mcrdiaota  know  ihe  hoMaaf  pf  call  ojf 
the  mechanics  whom  they  may  have  occaiiw  to.emp^y^ 
and  can  tedl  where  fbej  fwiy  fiad  ibem  wl^«  o^ed  re- 
quires. It  16  ccaroe  BMiceaairy  to  addi  tbat  among  the 
lower  class,  and  aonMamas  ev/m  a«M#g  ^e  higlperftb^e 
-were  meii  foat)d  eafttblt  id  hfirayiog  Ibe  prqjecls  and 
«oiispiraeiea  of  $heir  aamcktaa ,  wbelhaf  wd)  or  ind jfier- 
endy  combiaed,  to  tin  foinapaors  of  the  statOf  Cromt> 
wellf  iti  pafftieolar,  had  gained  apiM  ci$irrQi(MwdeQt9  of 
diisUadof  the  highest  rank,  and  of  ^e  «a^  ttRd/9ubted 
ebaraeter,  amoiig  die  royalisls,  wiu^fit  ibuy  mfM^e  ^ciupk 
tef  mpt^uelAag  or  h/Mrayifig  tndi?MiMJ»  wbf9  copfided  it^ 
tbem,  had  no  heakatioo  lo  giyif^  ihe  g^ver^ioiSQi  ;ittc^. 
general  iofonnaikMi  aa  served  to  /amaMe  him  IP  disappo^ijt 
the  purposes  of  aay  pbc  m  tfoiaaiHr^y* 

To  return  to  our  slory.  In  mm^h  #hor|er  |i^i«  ^an 
we  ^ave  spent  in  rMminding  tl»a  fe^r  pf  ihese  Jliis^fWf  1 
partieutars,  JMSE^  had  made  his  myi^  eoi^uoicatioi^  ; 
«nd,  beiog  doif  anNmmd  Ml  i^  o^e  oX  ^a  iiMWl^y  Jin^ 
Qodid  <die  door,  and  thtte  ^siHared  OHTold  fr'f/dwi  ^o^ 
WiMrake,  nMUfdhead  m  d^esa,  aa  hif^  satiny  and  his  df^- 
pendenceM  Cofene]  Evmsaf  d%  iwntM^Jled  b^m  to  hie,  bfit 
(di«^  d»^  «n»n  ki  a  most  oai^alieiylikp  mfimer^  ap^ 
formmg  a  stronger  contrast  than  usual  with  th^dc^I[l«)aRO^r 
aad  4affigiiage  of  dbe  weai«er,  to  iwJwb  ^  WM^  WVPt  very 
eoBgeoiaL 

iiis  {mrtiMiie  bat^  thm  amUemfof  t]l»Hiof  AiiM^o  m  tb« 
prints  to  HudUvaji^  or,  as  he  ealled  k,  hie  felt  u^nhrell;^, 
was  set  most  knowingly  on  om  sjde4>f  the  h^dp  as  if  it 
■had  heeo  a  Spamrii  hdi  and  feather ;  his  straight  squarf- 
caped  sadHMilauied  cloak  wafi  flung  ga^y  upon  o^e  ^iquJ- 
der,  as  if  it  had  been  of  three^piled  ^a(0eta,  lint^d  with 
ehmson  silk  ;  and  he  paraded  bis  huge  ca)f*-s|^in  bopi;^, 
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as  if  tfaey  had  teen  silken  liose  and  Spairish  lealber  AoeB 
with  roses  on  the  instep.  In  short,  the  airs  which  he 
gave  himself,  of  a  most  thorough-paced  wild  galhmt  and 
cavalier,  joined  to  a  gKstening  of  self-satisfaction  m  his 
eye,  and  an  ininiitahie  swagger  in  his  gait,  whioh  cob»- 
pletely  announced  his  thoughtless,  conceited,  and  reek- 
less  character,  formed  a  most  ridiouloiis  contrast  to  his 
giravity  of  attire. 

It  could  nbt,  on  die  other  hand,  be  denied,  that  in  spite 
of  the  touch  of  ridicule  which  attached  to  bis  character, 
and  the  loose  morality  which  he  had  learned  in  the  dia^ . 
sipation  of  town  pleasures,  and  afterwards  in  the  dker- 
derly  life  of  a  soldier,  Wildrake  had  points  about  htm 
both  to  make  him  feared  and  respected.  He  was  hand* 
some,  even  in  spite  of  his  air  of  debauched  ^Rrontery  f  a 
man  of  the  most  decided  courage,  though  his  vaunting 
rendered  it  sometimes  doubtful }  and  entertained  «  sin- 
cere sense  of  his  poHtical  princtptes,  such  as  they  were, 
though  he  was  often  so  imprudent  in  asserting  and  boasttug 
of  them,  as,  joined  with  his  dependeiwe  on  Coloae} 
Everard,  induced  prtuletit  men  to  doubt  his  sincerity. 

Such  as  he  was,  however,  he  entered  the  park^ir  of 
Victor  Lee,  where  Ins  presence  was  any  thing  but  desir*- 
ble  to  the  parties  present,  with  a  jaunty  step,  and  a  con- 
sciousness of  deserving  the  best  posrible  reception.  This 
assurance  was  greatly  aided  by  circumstances  which  ren- 
dered it  obvious,  that  if  the  jocund  cavalier  had  limited 
himself  to  one  draught  4f  liquor  that  evening,  in  terms 
of  his  vow  of  temperance,  it  must  have  been  a  very  deep 
and  long  one. 

"  Save  ye,  gendemen,  save  y©.— Save  you,  good  Sir 
Henry  Lee,  though  I  have  scarce  the  honour  to  be  known 
to  you. — ^Save  you,  worthy  doctor,  and  a  speedy  restnr^ 
rection  to  the  fallen  Church  of  England." 

"  You  are  welcome,  sir,"  said  Sir  Henry  Lee,  ivhose 
feelings  of  hospitality,  and  of  the  fratemarreceplibn  due 
to  a  royalist  sufferer,  induced  him  «o  tcderate  this  in- 
trusion more  than  he  might  have  done  otherwise^  '^  I' 
you  have  fought  or  suffered  for  the  King,  sir,  it  is  an  ea 


onsefiir  Jomm^  nsy  «ad  oommtniiBg  o«p  atmceii  in  any 
tbiiig  io  our  power — although  at  praaent  we  are  a  family-^ 
party*-'— But  I  think.  I  saw  7<hi  in  waiting  upon  Mastei 
If  arUiam  Eveiwrd,  who  calla  himself  ColoBdi  Everard. 
-*If  your  message  is  from  Um,  you  ouy  wish  to  see  me 
in  pmale  f " 

*'  Not  at  all,  Sir  Heuy,  not  at  all.— It  is  true  as  my 
ill  hap  will  have  it,  that  being  on  the  stormy  side  of  the 
hedge — like  all  booest  men — you  understand  me,  Sir 
Henry — ^I  am  glad,  as  it  weiOt  to  gain  something  from  my 
M  frieed  andeomrade's€oonteDaa6e<*— not  by  truckling 
or  disownmg  my  fMrinciples,  sir— I  defy  such  practices  ; 
-4>ut,  in  short,  by  doing  him  any  kindness  in  my  power 
when  be  is  pleased  le  eaU  on  me.  So  I  came  down  here 
wtdi  a  message  from  Imn  to  the  old  roundheaded  son  of 
a  (I  beg  tfae  young  lady's  pardon,  from  the  crown 
of  ber  head  down  to  the  very  toes  of  her  slipper)-— And 
so,  sir,  cbmeing  as  I  was  stumbling  out  in  the  dark,  I  heard 
yen  give  a  toast,  sir,  which  warmed  my  heart,  sir,  and 
erer  will,  w,  till  death  chills  it  ^— -and  so  I  made  bold  to 
let  you.  know  there  was  an  honest  man  within  bearing*" 

Such  was  the  self-introduction  of  Master  IVildrake,  to 
*wfaieb  the  Knight  replied,  by  asking  him  to  sit  down,  and 
take  a  j^ass  of  sack,  to  his  Majesty's  gkrious  restoration* 
WiUrafce,  at  this  hint,  s^eeaed  in  without  ceremony  be* 
side  die  young  Soc^man,  and  not  only  pledged  his 
limcUord's  toast,  but  seconded  ks  import,  by  volunteering 
a  wene  of  two  of  Us  favourite  loyal  ditty, — "  The  King 
ahaH  eajfqr  Us  own  again."  The  heartiness  which  he 
threw  into  his  song  opened  still  farther  the  heart  of  the 
old  K«g^t,4bougb  Albert  and  AUoe  looked  at  each  other 
with  looks  resentful  of  the  ioUrusioo,  and  desirous  to  put 
an  end  to  it.  The  honourable  Master  Kerneguy  either 
possessed  thai  happy  indifierenee  of  tamper  which  does 
not  deign  to  notice  such  circumstances,  or  he  jvas  able 
to  assume  the  appearance  of  it  to  perfection>  as  be  sat 
aippmg  saeky  and  cracking  walnuts,  without  testifying  the 
leiist  sense  that  an  addition  bad  been  made  to  the  party. 
Wilifrake«  who  liked  the  liqnor  and  the  company,  showed 


f^am  of  Am  JomuiMtmi^am. 

^f  You  iQlk  of  fighting  mi  m^dmg^  Sir  OBwty  Iju^ 
«^Liord  help  U8,-vwe  hava  ail  had  our  ttmsB.  Ailtbe 
world  kiKMva  wipat  Sir  (laaiy  Ijoe  has  daa*  fraat  ^^dg^ 
field  downwards,  wherever  a  loyal  sword  was  dfaaoH  or 
f  loyal  flag  fluCteied.  Ab,  QodJieipAi^l  Ifaaaredooe 
something  too*  i/iy  naMe  is  filogar  WiMnke  of  ^fqaati- 
tleseax^iera,  liaaoki  >i>qet  Aat  yo»  ana  ever  tike  <o^  taofm 
^ard  ic  JMtibre,  biA  I  was  tayaia  in  Ldias&td^  lighcr 
j^se,  aad  aftaswaiida  arilh  flaring*  I  flras  a  chM  cnter^ 
^'«<««a  ba^*bok^.^' 

*^  I  baire  baatd  of  your  Mgimant^s  expkxts,  «r$  aad 
perkaps  yoa  asay  fiad  I  kare  seaa  aaiaa-  al*  fhrai^  if  ««a 
skoMid  spead  tea  nimnes  logiediar-ntAad  I  Ihiak  I  basw 
kaavd  of  yaar  oame  itpo«-^  beg  Jo  4dnafc  graar  lieidth^ 
Capiat^  WtMtaka  of  SfaatdeaesHnare,  linoakislttra.'' 

*^  £Sr  Henry,  i  dfiak  youns  ia  ikis  pint  kampev,  at^d 
apan  i»y  knaa ;  aad  I  wouki  do  as  fonck  for  thai  yousig 
geac)eaiaa<--*(k>dciog  at  Albai^y^tand'  the  ^ipaii^s  4>f  iha 
graao  oassocktoo,  hoidhg  it  &>r  gnean^as  tfaaaokMiM  aea 
aot  (a  say  eyas  ailogaihar  clear  and  ^dfatiBguishaUe*?^ 

it  ama  a  aaiiiarkakle  pari  of  iriiai  Is  <cadlad  ky  dka^*' 
alrieal  Mh  die  by^iqr  pf  this  ss?ae,  that  M^wt  saas 
eeavsMMig  apart  •wick  Dr.  RoehaeljIEi  ia  arbwpaa%  avaa 
fisora  4an  (jie  diviaa  seaased. dasMfasa of  WMiaiirngaig  ^ 
yat,  to  wfcatev^  ibeir  private  eoavavaalioa  flafarifiid,  k^M 
aotdapriiretlieyoaRg  Golpnd  <tf  tbe  power  of  lislaaing 
to  wibas  was  seiog  forward  in  the  party  at  large,  aad  -iiar 
taiferbg  fiwni  -tinieite  tinaa^  kfaa  a  watd^-dog,  adie  cao 
dtslhigmsk  the  sMgfctast  mlarai,  aaaa  whan  teipipioyttd  hi 
th9  eagposmg  pvaeess  af  takaag  iiim  ImmL 

»  GapciMa  Wllikaba,^  said  Alkast,  f<we  kawM^dha 
jeetioa<— *I  nM«B  lay  IHaad  aad  i^t-^km  eoaanuiMcali^t 
oo  proper  oceasions ;  km  yoo,  skr,  who  are  aa  M  a  aaf^ 
ferer,  must  needs  kaow,  that  at^sueh  aasual  anatfaigs  as 
Uus,  man  do  wot  meatian  their  aaaies  ualeas  tbay  ttm 
espeeially  wanted.'  it  is  a  ponat  of  eooscieoeey  sir,  to  ha 
able  to  say,  if  your  pi^ocipal.  Captain  Eiirenird  or  Colo- 


mA  £t9mrd,  If  be  b«  a  cddiid,  tlbouM  examine  ytn  upon 
oath,  I  did  not  know  who  the  persons  were  whom  I  heard 
drink  such  and  sueh  toasts." 

<^  Faith,  I  have  a  better  way  of  it,  worthy  sir,"  an- 
swered Wildrake  ;  ^'  I  never  can,  for  the  life  of  me,  re- 
member that  there  were  any  such  and  such  toast  drunk  at 
all — ^k'a  a  strange  gift  of  forgetfuhi^^  1  have." 

"  Welli  air,"  replied  the  younger  Lee,  **  but  we,  who 
have  uttbapfiily  more  tenadoea  memories,  would  willing- 
ly abide  by  the  more  general  rale." 

•*  Ob,  sir,"  answered  -WiMrake,  "  with  all  my  heart. 
I  intrude  on  no  man's  confidence,  d — n  me — and  I  only 
spoke  for  eivUity's  sake,  having  the  purpose  of  drinking 
yonr  heaMi  in  a  good  fashion' — (Tlien  he  broke  forth 
iato  noiekydy) — 

<  Then  let  the  heaith  go  ravmd,  a-wnd,  >-nnart»  •fwaad, 

Then  let  the  health  go  nomi ; 

For  though  your  stocking  be  of  silk, 

Yoar  knee  shall  kiss  the  ground,  a-ground,  a-ground,  a-ground, 

Toar  knee  AtOi  kiiM  the  groond.* " 

*<  Urge  it  no  farther,"  said  Sir  Henry,  addressing  his 
^IpoB  ;  **  Master  WiMrake  is  one  of  the  old  sohooK— one 
d*  tbe  an^y  boys  ^  and  we  must  bear  a  little,  for  if  they 
drink  faafd  they  fought  well.  I  will  never  forget  how  a 
piurty  eacne  up  and  resetted  us  clerks  of  Oxford  as  tbey 
ealled  the  regiment  I  belonged  to,  otn  of  a  cursed  em- 
bf<^lio  d<iring  the  attack  on  Brentford.  1  tell  you  we 
were  enclosed  with  the  cockneys'  pikes  both  front  and 
rear,  and  we  sliould  have  come  off  fa«ft  HI  had  not  Lons- 
ford's  light  horse,  the  babe-eaters  as  they  called  them, 
charged  up  to  ^e  pike's  pointy  and  brought  us  off." 

^*  I  an^  glad  you  thought  on  fhaf,  Sir  Henry,'*  said 
Wildrake ;  **  and  do  you  remember  what  the  txfficer  of 
Lansford  siHd  ?'* 

'<  I  think  I  do,"  said  Sir  Henry,  smiling. 

*♦  Well  then,  aid  not  he  call  out,  when  the  women  were 
coming  down,  howbng  like  syrenis  b$  Aey  were-^*  Have 
S    rm,,  II. 
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aoDQ  of  jrou.a  plufnp  qbM  that  you  could  give  m^  tobreab 
ourfa^iippftf" 

^^  Truth  itseir,"  said  the  Knight ;  <<  and  a  great  fa( 
<wonma  stepped  forwriurd  with  a  haby,  and  offered  it  to  the 
:Mipposed  Qannibal/' 

All  at  the  tabde,  Master  Kerneguy  excepted^  win)  sq^iot 
ed  to  think  that-  good  food  of  any  kind  requireid  tin 
apology,  held  up  their  hands  in  token  of  amaz^meBt.- 

"Ay,"  said  Wjldrake,  the a-beis  I — I  crave,  tlm 

lady's  pardon  again,  from  tip  of  top-^knpt  to.  hem  of  &rr 
tbiogale*  But  the  cursed  creature  proved  to  be  a  parish 
Qursei  who  had  heen  paid  for  the  child  half  a  year  in 
advance.  Gad,  I  took  the  baby  out  of  the  bit^^wplf 'a 
hand ;  and  I  have  contrived,  though  Gpd  knows  I  hav^ 
lived  in  a  skeldering  sort  of  way  myself,  ta  breed  uphokt 
Breakfast,  as  1  call  him,  ever  since.  It  was  paying  dear 
for  a  jaat  though." 

"  S*r,  I  honour  you  for  your  humanity — Sir,  I  thank 
you  for  your  courage — Sir,  I  am  glad  to  see  you  here," 
said  the  good  Knight,  his  eyes  watering  almost  to  over- 
flowing. "  So  you  were  the  wild  officer  who  cut  us  out 
of  the  toils  ?— 'Oh»  sir,  had  you  but  stopped  when  I  called 
on  you,  and  allowed  us  to  clear  the  streets  of  Brenlfor^ 
with  our  musketeers,  we  would  bave  been  at  London 
Stone  that  day.     But  your  good-will  was  the  same," 

"  Ay,  truly  was  it,"  said  Wildrake,  who  now  sat  trir 
un^phant  and  glorious  in  his  easy-chair  ;  "  and  here  is 
to  all  the  brave  hearts,  sir,  that  fought  and  feU  in  that 
same  storm  of  Brentford.  We  drove  all  before  us  like 
chaff,  till  the  shops,  where  they  sold  strong  waters,  fmd 
other  temptations,  brought  us  up — Gad,  sir,  we,  the 
babe-eaters,  had  too  many  acquaintances  in  Brentford 
and  our  stout  Prince  Rupert  was  ever  better  at  making 
way  than  drawing  off.  Gad,  sir,  for  my  own  poor  share, 
I  did  but  go  into  the  house  of  a  poor  widow  lady,  who 
maintained  a  charge  of  daughters,  and  whom  I  had 
known  of  old,  to  get  my  horse  fed,  a  morsel  of  meat,  and 
so  forth,  when  these  cockney  pikes  of  the  artillery  ground^ 
as  you  very  well  call  them,  rallied,  and  came  io  with  thei* 
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amied  fasadb,  as  boldly  as  ao  maoy  Coiawold  nam.  1 
^raog  down  stairs — got  to  my  horse — but,  egad,  I  faaoy 
all  my  troop  had  widows  and  orphan  maidens  to  comfort 
as  well  as  I,  for  only  five  of  us  got  together.  We  cut 
our  way  through  successfoUy— and  gad,  gentlemen,  1 
carried  my  little  Breakfast  on  the*pommel  before  me  ^ 
and  there  was  such  a  JioUowing  and  screeching,  as  if  the 
whole  town  thought  I  was  to  kill,  roast,  and  eat  the  poor 
child,  so  soon  as  I  got  to  quarters.  But  devil  a  cockney 
charged  op  to  my  bonny  bay,  poor  lass,  to  rescne  litde 
eake-bread  5  they  only  cried  baro,  and  out  upeaMne." 

^^  Alas,  alas !"  said  the  Knight,  ^<  we  made  oursehpee 
seem  worse  than  we  were ;  and  we  were  too  bad  to  de* 
serve  God's  blessing  even  ih  a  good  cause.  But  it  is 
needless  to  look  back^— we  did  not  deserve  victoriei 
when  Ood  gave  them,  for  we  never  improived  them  like 
good  soldiers,  or  like  Christian  men  ;  and  so  we  gave  - 
these  canting  scoundrds  the  advantage  of  us,  for  they 
assumed,  out  of  mere  hypocrisy,  the  discipUoe  and  order- 
ly behaviour  whipb  we,  who  drew  our  swords  in  a  better 
cause,  ought  to  have  pracdeed  out  of  true  principle* 
But  here  is  my  hand,  Captain.  I  have  often  wished  ta 
*  see  tbe  honest  fellow  who  charged  up  so  smartly  hi  our 
behalf,,  and  I  reverence  you  for  the  care  ycku  took  of  tiie 
poor  child*  I  am  glad  this  iiilapidated  plaee  has  still 
some  hospitality  to  ofier  you,  although  we  cannot  treat 
you  to  roasted  babes  or  stewed  sucklings-»^b,  Captain?" 

^^  Troth,  Sir  Henry,  the  scandal  was  sore  against  ui 
on  that  score.  I  remember  Lacy,  who  was  an  old  play« 
actor,  and  a  lieutenant  in  ours,  made  drollery  on  k  in  a 
pky  which  was  sometimes  acted  at  Oxford,  when  oar 
hearts  were  something  up,  called,  I  think,  the  Old 
Troop."^ 

So  saying,  and  feeling  inore  familiar  as  his  merit&  were 
known,  be  hitched  his  chair  up  against  that  of  the  Scot* 
tish  iad,  who  was  seated  next  him,  and  who,  in^htflisg 
bis  plfice,  was  awkward  enough  to  disturb,  in  ins  turn, 
Alice  Lee,  who  sat  opposite,  ajod,  a  little  offended^  or  al 
least  embacoaaaed,  drew  her  ohajr  away. from  ihe.taUa/ 


«  I  oitvd  pardim/'  said  the  faonoamble  Hmer  Ka« 
n^oy  ;  ^*  but,  sir,"  u>  Master  WiUrake^  ^^  ye  bae  a'en 
garr'd  me  hurt  the  young  lady's  sliank." 

*^  I  crave  your  pardoot  sir,  and  much  more  thai  ^ 
Ae  fair  bdy^  as  is  reasooable  ;  tiiough,  rat  me,  sir,  if  k 
.  was  I  set  your  chair  ar^trundiii^  in  thai  way.  Zooi^,  air, 
I  hare  brdi^t  with  me  do  plague,  nor  pestilence,  nor 
other  infectious  disorder,  that  ye  sfamild  hare  started 
away  as  if  I  had  been  a  Iqier,  and  disconopoaed  the  lady, 
which  I  would  have  prevented  with  my  life,  shr.  Sir,  ii 
ye  be  seMherA  born,  as  your  tonpie^  beapeaks,  ^ad  if 
waa  I  ran  the  risk  in  drawing  near  you,  so  thca»  was 
amaU  reason  for  you  to  bolt.", 

^  Master  Wiidrake,"  said  Albert,  iaterfoing,  *^  thia 
yeoog  gendeman  is  a  stranger  as  weU  as  you,  under  pro^ 
todioo  of  Sir  Henry's  hospitality,  and  it  cannot  be  agree'^ 
«able  for  my  father  to  see  dispiites  anae'aoioBg  his  guests* 
Tou  may  mistake  the  young  gendeman's  quality  from  his 
present  appearance— this  is  the;  Honoorable  Master 
Louis  Kerneguy,  sir,  son  of  my  Lotj]  EilMewcvs  of 
KiueatdinesiMre,  one  who  hosfiKi^t  for  the  Kmg,  young 
as  he  is." 

^*  No  dispute  sbaU  rise  through  me,  sir— HM>ee  t)irot^ 
me,"  said  WiMreke  ;  **  your  eocpositbn  sufficeth,  sir. — 
Master  Louis  Grimigo,  son  of  my  Lord  KUsteer,  in 
Griogardensbire,  I  am  your  humUe  slave,  sir,  end  drink 
your  beakb,  in  token  that  I  honour  you,  and  all  true 
Scots  who  draw  their  Andrew  Ferraaason  the  right  dde, 
sir." 

*^  I'se  behoUep  to  you,  and  thank  you,  sir,"  said  the 
young  man,  with  some  baughtiaeas  of  mameff,  which 
hardly  corresponded  with  his  rusticity  ;  ^*  andlwuas 
your  health  in  a  ceevil  way." 

Most  judicious  persons  would  have  here  dropped  the 
eonrersalion  ^  but  it  was  eae  of  Wiidrake^s  marked  pe« 
eidkrities,  that  he  could  never  let  matters  stand  when 
they  were  well-  He  continued  to  plague  the  shy,  pnoud, 
and  awkward  lad  with  his  observaiionft.  ^'  You  speak 
natkjfial  dioleot  pietty  itrenglv,  Maatar  Gunigo.' 
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said  he,  **  but  I  tfatnk  not  quke  the  language  of  the  gal- 
lants  that  I  have  known  amone  the  Scottish  cavaliers — 1 
knew,  for  example,  some  of  the  Gordons,  and  others  of 
good  repute,  who  always  put  an/  for  the  toA,  as  foot  for 
whai^fan  for  when^  and  the  like.'* 

Albert  Lee  here  interposed,  and  said,  that  the  pro- 
vinces of  Scotland,  like  those  of  England,  had  their 
difierent  modes  of  pronunciation* 

"  You  are  very  right,  sir,'*  said  Wildrake.  "  I  reck- 
on myself,  now,  a  pretty  good  speaker  of  their  cursed 
jargon — ix>  ofience,  young  gentleman  ;  and  yet,  when  I 
took  a  turn  with  some  of  Montrose's  folk,  in  the  Souik 
Hielands,  as  they  call  their  beastly  wildernesses,,  (no 
ofence  again,)  I  chanced  ^to  be  by  myself,  and  to  lose 
my  way,  when  1  said  to  a  shepherd-fellow,  making  my 
mouth  as  wide,  apd  my  voice  as  broad  as  I  could,  uhore 
am  I  ganging  till  ¥— confound  m^  if  the  fellow  coidd 
answer  me,  unless,  indeed,  he  was  sufty,  as  the  bump- 
kins win  be  now  tfnd  then  to  the  gentlemen  of  tbe  sword.** 

TUs  was  familiarly  spoken,  and  though  partly  address- 
ed to  Albert,  was  stiH  more  directed  to  his  immediate 
aeigbbour,  the  3roiiiig  Scotsman,  who  seemed,  from  basb- 
fiilness,  or  some  other  reason,  rather  shy  of  his  intinoacy. 
To  one  or  two  personal  touches  from  ^ildrake's  elbow, 
admioistef  ed  during  Ins  last  speech,  by  way  of  a  practi- 
eai  appeal  to  lum  in  partieidar,  be  only  answered,  '^  Mia- 
tonderstaadiags  were  to  be  expected  when  men  converse 
is  natmial  deealects.'* 

WiUrake,  now  oonsiderably  drunker  than  he  ought  to 
have  been  in  civil  company,  caught  up  the  phrase,  and 
repeated  it  :— "  Misunderstandbg,  sir— ^Misunderstand- 
ing,  sir  !— I  do  not  know  bow  I  am  to  construe  that,  sir ; 
but  to  judge  from  the  information  of  these  scratches  on 
yotu*  honourable  visnomy,  I  should  augur  that  you  had 
been  of  late  at  misunderstanding  with  the  cat,  sir.** 

"  You  are  mistaken,  then,  friend,  for  it  was  with  the 
dowg,**  answered  the  Scotsman  dryly,  and  cast  a  look  to- 
wards Albert. 
3^    VOL.  n. 
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«  We  had  some  trouble  with  the  watch-dogs  in  enter- 
ing so  late  in  the  evening,"  said  Albert,  in  explanation, 
**  and  this  youth  had  a  fal!  among  some  rubbish,  by  which 
he  came  by  these  scratches. — And  now,  dear  Sir  Hen- 
ry,", said  Dr.  RocheclifFe,  "allow  us  to  remind  you  of 
your  gout,  and  our  long  journey.  I  do  it  the  rather  that 
my  good  friend  your  son  has  been,  during  the  whole 
time  of  supper,  putting  questions  to  me  aside,  which  had 
much  better  be  reserved  till  to-morrow — May  we  there- 
fore ask  permission  to  retire  to  our  night's  rest  i^" 

"  These  private  committees  in  a  merry  meeting,"  said 
Wildrake,  "  are  a  solecism  in  breeding.  They  always 
put  me  in  mind  of  the  cursed  committees  at  Westminster. 
— But  shall  we  to  roost  before  we  rouse  the  night-owl 
with  a  catch  .?" 

"  Aha,  canst  thou  quote  Shakspeare  ?"  said  Sir  Henry, 
pleased  at  discovering  a  new  good  quality  in  his  acquaint- 
ance, whose  military  services  were  otherwise  but  just 
able  to  counterbalance  the  intrusive  freedom  of  his  con- 
versation. "  In  the  name  of  merry  Will,"  he  continued, 
— "  whom  I  never  saw,  though  I  have  seen  many  of  bis 
comrades,  as  AUeyn,  Hemmings,  and  so  on, — ^we  wiB 
bave  a  single  catch,  and  one  rouse  about,  and  then  to 
bed." 

After  the  usual  discussion  about  the  choice  of  the  song, 
and  the  parts  which  each  was  to  bear,  they  united  their 
voices  in  trolling  a  4oyal  glee,  which  was  popular  among 
the  party  at  the  time,  and  in  fact  believed  to  be  compos^ 
ed  by  no  less  a  person  than  Doctor  Rocbecli^  himself. 

QLER  FOR  VJ»Q  OHARLE& 

Bring-  the  bowl  which  yoa  boast. 

Fill  hnp  to  the  brim; 
Tit  to  him  we  love  most. 

And  to  «U  who  love  him. 
Brave  gallants,  stand  up, 

And  avaunt  ye  base  cartes ! 
Were  there  death  in  the  cup, 

Here's  a  Health  to  King  Chaikf  I 
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Tboogh  he  wanders  throagh  ^ngtn. 

Unaided,  uukoowa, 
Dependeut  on  strang^ers, 

Estranged  from  his  own  : 
Thoagfh  'tis  under  oar  breath 

Aaiidst  forfeits  and  perila. 
Here's  to  hoaour  ead  faith. 

And  a  Health  to  King  Gharlet ! 

Let  such  honours  abound, 

As  the  time  can  aflbrd, 
The  kaee  on  the  ground. 

And  the  hand  on  the  sword ; 
But  the  time  shall  come  round, 

When,  'mid  Lords,  Dukes  and  Earls, 
The  loud  trumpet  shall  sound 

Here's  a  Health  to  King  Charlesi 

After  this  display  of  loyalty,  and  a  final  libation,  the 
party  took  leave  of  each  other  for  tile  night.  Sir  Henry 
oflfered  his  old  acquaintance  Wildrake  a  bed  for  the 
evening,  who  weighed  the  matter  somewhat  in  this  fash* 
ion  :»  '^  Why,  to  speak  truth,  my  patron  will  expect  me 
at  the  borough — but  then  he  is  used  to  my  staying  out  of 
doors  a-nights.  Then  there's  the  Devil,  that  they  say 
haunts  Woodstock  ;  but,  with  the  blessing  of  this  rever- 
end doctor,!  defy  him  and  all  his  works — ^I  saw  him  not 
when  1  slept  here  twice  before,  and  I  am  sure  if  he 
was  absent  then,  he  has  not  come  back  with  Sir  Henry 
Lee  and  bis  family.  So  I  accept  your  courtesy,  Sir 
Henry,  and  I  thank  you,  as  a  cavalier  of  Lunsford  should 
thank  one  of  the  fighting  clerks  of  Oxon.  God  bless  the 
King  !  I  care  not  who  bears  it,  and  confusion  to  Noll 
and  bis  red  nose  !"  OS  be  went  accordingly  with  a  bot- 
tle-swagger, guided  by  Joceline,  to  whom  Albert,  in  the 
meantime,  bad  whispered,  to  be  sure  to  quarter  him  far 
enough  from  the  rest  of  the  family. 

Young  Lee  then  saluted  his  sister,  and  witH  the  for- 
mality of  those  times,  asked  and  received  his  father's 
blessing  with  an  afiTectionate  embrace.  His  page  seemed 
desirous  to  imitate  one  part  of  his  example,  but  was  re- 
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pelled  by  Alioe,  who  only  replied  to  bis  oflfered  salute 
with  a  curtsy.  He  oext  bowed  his  head  in  an  awkward 
fashion  to  iier  father,  who  wished  hira  a  good-night.  '^  1 
utn  glad  to  see,  young  man,^  he  said,  ^*  that  you  have 
at  least  learned  the  reverence  due  to  age.  It  should  al- 
ways be  paid,  sir  ;  because  in  doing  so  you  render  that 
lionour  to  others  which  you  will  expect  yourself  to  re- 
ceive when  you  approach  the  close  of  your  Kfe.  More 
will  I  speak  with  you,  at  leisure,  on  your  duties  as  a  page, 
which  office  in  former  days  used  to  be  the  very  school  of 
chivalry  ;  whereas  of  late  by  the  disorderly  times,  it  has 
become  little  better  than  a  school  of  wild  and  disordered 

license  ;  which  made  rare  Ben  Johnson  exclaim " 

"  Nay,  father,"  said  Albert,  interposing,  "  you  must 
consider  this  day's  fatigue,  and  tlie  poor  lad  is  almost 
asleep  on  his  legs— 4o-morrow  he  will  listen  with  more 
profit  to  your  kind  mdmonitions.— «And  you,  Louis,  re- 
member at  least  one  part  of  your  duty — ^Take  the  caa- 
dles  and  light  us— here  Joceline  comes  to  show  us  tb« 
way.  Once  more,  good-night,  good  doctor  RochecUii 
— ^good-nigbt,  all " 


CHAPTER  IIL 


Kb^Ridmd.  Tbaakf,  aoble  pMr  I 

The  cbeapoiC  of  Of  it  tea  groMt  too  dev. 

JUdUnfn: 

AiABRT  and  bis  page  were  ushered  bj  JoceKoe  to  what 
was  eaXed  die  Spaoish  Chamber,  a  huge  old  scrMnbling 
bed-room,  rather  in  a  dttapidated  conditioD,  but  foniished 
with  a  large  standiag-bed  for  the  master,  and  a  truckle- 
bed  for  the  dofBestic,  as  was  common  at  a  much  kter 
period  in  ok)  Engikh  bouses,  where  the  gentleman  often 
required  the  assiMance  of  a  groom  of  the  chambers  to 
help  him  to  bed,  if  die  hospitalitj  had  been  exuberant. 
The  wails  were  covered  with  hangmgs  of  cordovan  leatli- 
er,  stamped  with  gold,  and  representing  fights  between 
the  Spaniards  and  Moriseoes,  buU-feasts,  and  other  sports 
peculiar  to  the  Peninsula,  from  which  it  took  its  name 
of  the  Spanish  Chamber.  Tfa^  hangings  were  in  »une 
fdaces  entirety  torn  down,  in  cMiiers  defaced  and  hanging 
in  tatters.  But  Albert  stopped  not  to  make  observations, 
anxious,  it  seemed,  to  get  Joceline  out  of  the  room  ; 
which  he  achieved  by  hastily  answering  bis  o^rs  of  fresh 
fuel,  and  more  liquor  in  the  negative,  and  returning,  with 
equal  conciseness,  the  under-keeper's  good  wishes  for  the 
evening.  He  at  length  retired,  somewhat  unwillingly, 
and  as  if  he  thought  that  his  young  master  might  have 
bestowed  a  few  more  words  upon  a  faithful  old  retainer 
after  so  long  absence. 

Joliffe  was  no  sooner  gone,  than,  before  a  single  word 
was  spoken  between  Albert  Lee  and  his  page,  the  former 
hastened  to  the  door,  exanrined  lock,  latch  and  bolt,  and 
made  them  fast,  with  the  most  scrupulous  attention.  He 
superadded  to  these  precautions  that  of  a  long  screw- 
bolt,  which  he  brought  out  of  bis  pocket,  and  which  he 
•screwed  on  to  the  staple  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  it 


impossible  to  withdraw  it,  or  open  the  door,  unless  by 
breaking  it  down.  The  page  held  a  light  to  him  during 
the  operation,  which  his  master  went  through  with  much 
exactness  and  dexterity.  But  when  Albert  arose  from 
his  knee,  on  which  he  bad  rested  during  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  task,  the  manner  of  the  companions  was  on 
the  sudden  entirely  changed' towards  each  other.  The 
honourable  Master  Kerneguy,  from  a  cubbish  lout  of  a 
raw  Scotsman,  seemed  to  have  acquired  at  once  all  the 
grace  and  ease  of  motion  and  manner,  which  could  be 
given  by  an  acquamtance  of  the  earliest  and  most  familiar 
kind  with  the  best  company  of  the  time. 

He  gave  the  light  he  held  to  Albert,  with  the  easy  in- 
difference of  a  superior,  who  rather  graces  than  troubles 
his  dependent  by  giving  him  some  slight  service  to  per- 
form. Albert,  with  the  greatest  appearance  of  defer- 
ence, assumed  in  his  turn  the  character  of  torch-bearer, 
and  lighted  his  page  across  the  chamber,  without  turning 
his  back  upon  him  as  he  did  so.  He  then  set  the  light 
on  a  table  by  the  bed-side,  and  approaching  the  young 
man  with  deep  reverence,  received  from  him  the  soiled 
green  jacket,  with  the  same  profound  respect  as  if  be 
bad  been  a  first  lord  of  the  bed-chamber,  or  other  officer 
of  the  household  of  the  highest  distinction,  disrobing  lus 
Sovereign  of  the  Mantle  of  the  Garter.  The  person  to. 
whom  this  ceremony  was  addressed  endured  it  for  a  min- 
ute or  two  with  profound  gravity,  and  then  bursting  out 
a-laughing,  exclaimed  to  Albert,  *'  What  a  devil  means 
all  this  formality  ? — thou  complimentest  with  these  mis- 
erable rags  as  if  they  were  silks  and  sables,  and  with 
poor  Louis  Kerneguy  as  if  he  were  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  ?" 

"  And  if  your  Majesty's  commands,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  time,  have  made  me  for  a  moment  seem  to 
forget  that  you  are  my  sovereign,  surely  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  render  my  homage  as  such  while  you  are  in 
yojir  own  royal  palace  of  Woodstock?" 

'*  Truly,"  replied  the  disguised   Monarch,  "  the  Sf>v 
ereign  and  the  palace  are  not  ill  matched  ; — ^these  tatter 
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ed  hangings  and  mj  ragged  jerkin  suit  each  other  admi- 
rably.— This  Woodstock  ! — this  the  bower  where  the 
royal  Norman  revelled  with  the  fair  Rosamond  Clifford  f 
— ^Why,  it  is  a  place  of  assignation  for  owls !"  Then, 
suddenly  recollecting  himself  with  his  natural  courtesy, 
he  added,  as  if  fearing  he  might  have  hurt  Albert's  feel- 
ings— "  But  the  more  obscure  and  retired,  it  is  the  fitter 
for  our  purpose,  Lee  ;  and  if  it  does  seem  to  be  a  roost 
for  owls,  as  there  is  no  denying,  why  we  know  it  has 
nevertheless  brought  up  eagles." 

He  threw  himself  as  he  spoke  upon  a  chair,  and  indo- 
lently, but  gracefully,  received  the  kind  offices  of  Albert, 
who  undid  the  coarse  buttonings  of  the  leathern  gamashes 
which  defended  his  legs,  and  spoke  to  him  the  whilst: — 
**  What  a  fiSe  specimen  of  the  olden  time  is  your  father^ 
Sir  Henry  !  It  is  strange  I  should  not  have  seen  him 
before  ; — but  I  heard  my  father  often  speak  of  him  as 
being  among  the  flower  of  our  real  old  English  gentry. 
By  the  mode  in  which  he  began  *to  school  me,  I  can 
guess  you  had  a  tight  taskmaster  of  him,  Albert — I  war- 
rant you  never  wore  hat  in  his  presence,  eh .?" 

"  I  never  cocked  it  at  least  in  his  presence,  please 
your  Majesty,  as  I  have  seen  sCme  youngsters  do,"  an- 
swered Albert  ;  "  indeed  if  I  had,  it  must  have  been  a 
stout  beaver  to  have  saved  me  from  a  broken  head." 

"  Oh,  I  doubt  it  not,"  replied  the  King  ;  "  a  fine  old 
gentleman — but  with  that  methinks  in  his  countenance, 
that  assures  you  he  would  notliate  the  child  in  sparing  the 
rod. — Hark  ye,  Albert — Suppose  the  same  glorious  resto- 
ration come  round, — ^which,  if  drinking  to  its  arrival  can 
hasten  it,  should  not  b^  far  distant,  for  in  that  particular  our 
adherents  never  neglect  their  duty, — suppose  it  come, 
therefore,  and  that  thy  father,  as  must  be  of  course,  be- 
comes an  earl  and  one  of  the  privy  council,  odds-fish, 
man,  I  shall  be  as  much  afraid  of  him  as  ever  was  my 
grandfather  Henri  Quatre  of  old  Sully. — Imagine  there 
were  such  a  trinket  now  about  the  Court  as  the  fair  Ros- 
amond, or  La  Belle  Gabrielle,  what  a  work  there  would 
be  of  pages,  and  grooms  of  the  chamber,  to  get  the  pretty 


rogue  clandesttioely  shuffled  out  by  the  back-stairst  like  a 
prohibited  comoiodityy  when  the  9tep  of  the  Earl  ol 
Woodstoek  was  beard  in  the  antechamber  !" 

^'  I  am  glad  to  see  your  Majesty  so  merry  after  your 
fatiguing  journey «" 

^<  The  fatigue  was  nothing,  man,"  said  Charles  ;  '^  a 
kind  welcome  and  a  good  meal  made  amends  for  all  that. 
But  they  must  have  suspected  thee  of  bringing  a  wolf 
from  the  braes  of  Badenoch  along  with  you,  instead  of 
a  two-legged  being,  with  no  more  than  the  usual  allow- 
ance of  mortal  stowage  for  provisions,  I  was  really 
ashamed  of  my  appetite  ;  but  thou  knowest  I  had  eat 
nothing  for  twenty-four  hours,  save  the  raw  egg  you 
stole  for  me  from  the  old  woman's  hen-roost — ^I  tall  thee, 
I  blushed  to  show  myself  so  ravenous  befom  that  high- 
bred aad  respectable  old  gentleman  your  father,  and  the 
very  pretty  girl  your  sister— or  cousin,  is  she  ?** 

"  She  is  my  sister,"  said  Albert  Lee,dryly,  and  added, 
in  the  same  breath,  ^*  Your  Majesty's  appetite  suited  well 
enough  with  the  character  of  a  raw  nordiera  lad. — ^Would 
your  Majesty  now  please  to  retire  to  rest  ?" 

<<  Not  for  a  minute  or  two,"  said  the  Eang,  retaining 
his  seat.  '^  Why,  manpl  have  scarce  had  my  tongue 
unchained  to-day ;  and  to  talk  with  that  northern  twang, 
and  besides,  the  fatigue  of  being  obliged  to  speak  every 
word  in  character,^-6ad,  it's  like  walking  as  the  galley 
slaves  do  on  the  Continent,  with  a  twenty-four  pound 
shot  qbi^ined  to  their  legs— they  may  drag  it  along,  but 
they  cannot  move  with  comfort.  And,  by  the  way,  thou 
art  slack  in  paying  me  my  well-deserved  tribute  of  com- 
pliments on  my  counterfeiting. — ^Did  I  not  play  Louis 
Kerneguy  as  round  as  a  ring  ?" 

^^  If  your  Ms^sty  asks  my  serious  opinion,  perhaps  I 
may  be  forgiven  if  I  say  your  dialect  was  somewhat  too 
coarse  for  a  Scottish  youth  of  high  birth,  and  your  beha- 
viour perhaps  a  little  too  churlish.  1  tlH>ught  too — though 
[  pretend  not  to  be  skilful — that  some  of  your  Scottish 
sounded  as  if  it  were  not  genume." 
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«  fifol  §MiiiM  ? — tber«  is  no  pleamg  tbee,  Aibwru 
-^Wby,  who  should  speak  gMMiiae  Scottish  but  myself  f 
-«*Was  1  not  their  Kiag  for  a  matter  of  tea  months  f  aod 
X  I  did  0ot  gel  knowledge  of  their  language,  1  wonder 
what  else  I  got  by  it«  Did  not  east  country,  and  south 
country,  and  west  country,  and  Highlands,  caw,  croak, 
and  shriek  about  me,  as  the  deep  guttural,  the  broad 
drawl,  and  the  high  sharp  yelp  predominated  Iqr  turns  } — 
Odda-fish,  man,  have  I  not  been  speeched  at  by  their 
orators,  addressed  by  their  senators,  rebuked  by  their 
kirkoien  f— Have  I  not  sat  on  the  cu^tie-stoo^  mooy 
(again  assuming  the  northern  dialect,)  and  thought  it 
grace  of  worthy  Mas  John  Gillespie,  that  I  was  permitted 
to  do  penance  in  mine  own  privy  chamber,  inatead  of  the 
Ukce  of  the  congregation  f  aad  wik  tbou  tell  me,  after 
aU,  that  I  cannot  speak  Scottish  enough  to  baAe  an  Oxoa 
Knight  and  his  family  ?" 

'*  May  it  please  your  Majesty,— I  begap  by  saying  I 
was  no  jed^  of  the  Scottish  language/' 

''  Psbaw^^t  is  mere  envy  ;  just  so  you  swd  at  Nor- 
ton's, thai  I  was  too  courteous  and  civil  for  a  young  page 
*— now  you  think  me  too  rude." 

^'  And  there  is  a  medium,  if  one  could  find  it,"  said 
Albert,  defending  bis  opinion  in  the  same  tone  in  which 
the  King  attacked  him  ;  *^  so  this  mornings  when  you 
were  in  &e  woman's  dress,you  rabed  your  petticoats  rather 
unbecomingly  high,  as  you  waded  Uirougb  the  first  little 
Stream  ;  and  when  I  tdd  you  of  it,  to  mend  the  matter^ 
you  draggled  through  the  next  without  raising  them  at  all.' 

**  O,  the  devil  take  the  woman's  dress !"  said  Charts ; 
'*  I  hope  I  shall  never  he  driven  to  that  disguise  again. 
Wby,  my  ugly  face  was  enough  to  put  gowua»  caps,  and 
kilties,  out  of  fashion  forever — ^the  very  dogs  fled  from 
me-*-Had  I  passed  any  hamlet  ^at  had  but  five  huts  m 
it,  I  could  tto^  have  eaeaped  the  cucking-stool.  I  was  a 
Ubel  on  womanhood.  These  leatheru  coovenieu/ces  are 
none  of  the  gayest,  but  they  are  propria  fU4S  naribus  ; 
•ad  right  glad  an^  I  to  be  repossessed  of  them.  I  can  teU 
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38  WOOBSTOCK. 

you  toO)  my  friend,  I  shall  resume  all  my  niescuKne  privi- 
leges with  my  proper  habiliments ;  and  as  you  say  I  have 
been  too  coarse  to-night,  I  will  behave  myself  like  a 
courtier  to  Mistress  Alice  to-morrow.  I  made  a  sort  of 
acquaintance  with  her  already,  when  I  seemed  to  be  of 
the  same  sex  with  herself,  and  found  out  there  are  other 
Colonels  in  tfie  wind  besides  you.  Colonel  Albert  Lee." 

"  May  it  please  your  Majesty,"  said  Albert — ^and  then 
stopped  short,  from  the  difficulty  of  finding  words  to  ex- 
press the  unpleasant  nature  of  his  feelings.  They  could 
not  escape  Charles  5  but  he  proceeded  without  scruple. 
"  I  pique  myself  on  seeing  as  far  into  the  hearts  of  young 
ladies  as  most  folk,  though  Grod  knows  they  are  some- 
times too  deep  for  the  wisest  of  us.  But  I  mentioned  (0 
your  sister  in  my  character  of  foSnne-teller, — ^thinking, 
poor  simple  man,  that  a  country  girl  must  have  no  one 
but  her  brother  to  dream  about, — that  she  was  anxious 
about  a  certain  Colonel.  I  had  hit  the  theme,  but  not 
the  person  ;  for  I  alluded  to  you,  Albert ;  and  I  presume 
the  blush  was  too  deep  ever  to  be  given  to  a  brother.  So 
up  she  got,  and  away  she  flew  from  me,  like  a  lapwing. 
I  can  excuse  her — for,  looking  at  myself  in  the  well,  I 
think  if  I  had  met  such  a  creature  as  I  seemed,  1  should 
have  called  fire  and  fagot  against  it. — «Now,  what  think 
you,  Albert — who  can  this  Colonel  be,  that  more  than 
rivals  you  in  your  sister's  affection  ?" 

Albert,  who  well  knew  that  the  King's  mode  of  thinking, 
where  the  fair  sex  was  concerned,  was  far  more  gay  than 
delicate,  endeavoured  to  put  a  stop  to  the  present  topic, 
by  a  grave  answer. 

"  His  sister,"  be  said,  ^*  had  been  in  some  measure 
educated  with  the  son  of  her  maternal  uncle,  Markham 
Everard  ;  but  as  his  father  and  he  himself  had  adopted 
the  cause  of  the  roundheads,  the  families  had  in  conse- 
quence been  at  variance  ;  and  any  pffojects  which  might 
have  been  formerly  entertained,  w^e  of  course  long 
since  dismissed  on  all  sides." 

"  You  are  wrong,  Albert,  you  are^rong,"  said  the 
TCing,    pitilessly    pursuing  l>i&  jest.'  •    "  You    Colonels, 


#b6tlier  jroa  wear  bhie  or  orange  sashes,  are  too  pretty 
fellows  to  be  dismissed  so  easily,  when  once  y<m  bhve 
acquired  ati  interest.  But  Mistress  Alice,  so  pretty,  and 
who  wishes  the  restoration  of  the  Kii^  widi  such  a  look 
and  accent  as  if  she  were  an  angel  whose  prayers  must 
needs  bring  it  down,  must  not  be  allowed  to  retain  any 
thoughts  of  a  canting  roundhead. — ^What  say  you — will 
you  give  me  leave  to  take  her  to  task  about  it  ? — ^After 
til,  I  am  the  party  most  concerned  in  maintaining  true 
allegiance  among  my  subjects ;  and  if  I  gain  the  pretty 
maidens'  good-will,  that  of  the  sweethearts  will  soon  fol- 
low. This  Was  jolly  King  Edward's  way — Edward  the 
Fourth,  you  know.  The  king-making  Earl  of  Warwick 
— die  Cromwell  of  his  day — dethroned  him  more  than 
once  ;  but  he  had  the  hearts  of  the  merry  dames  of  Lon- 
don, and  the  purses  and  veins  of  the  cockneys  bled 
freely,  till  they  brought  him  home  again.  How  say  you  f 
— shall  I  shake  off  my  northern  slough,  and  speak  with 
Alice  in  my  own  character,  showing  what  education  and 
manners  have  done  for  me,  to  make  the  best  amends 
they  can  for  an  ugly  face  ?" 

"  May  it  please  your  Majesty,"  said  Albert,  in  an  alter- 
ed and  embarrassed  tone,  "  I  did  not  expect " 

Here  he  stopped,  not  able  to  find  words  adequate  at 
the  same  time  to  express  his  sentiments,  and  respectful 
enough  to  the  King,  while  in  his  father's  house,  and  un- 
der his  own  protection. 

**  And  what  is  it  that  Maiier  Lee  does  not  expect  ?" 
said  Charles,  with  marked  gravity  on  his  part. 

Again  Albert  attempted  a  reply,  but  advanced  no  far- 
ther, than  "  I  would  hope,  if  it  please  your  Majesty," 
when  he  again  stopped  short,  his  deep  and  hereditary  re- 
spect for  his  sovereign,  and  his  sense  of  the  hospitality 
due  to  his  misfortunes,  preventing  his  giving  utterance  to 
his  irritated  feelings.  ♦ 

"  And  what  does  Colonel  Albert  Lee  hope  f"  said 
Charles  in  the  same  dry  and  cold  manner  in  which  he  had 
before  spoken. — •*  No  answer  ? — Now,  I  hope  that  Col- 
onel  Lee  does  not  see  in  a  silly  jest  any  thing  offensive 
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•  to  dNi  boMiw  of  bis  iM%t  «Me  watUokp  Ibit 
iadifleffOBt  oompUweot  to  bU  sistec,  bis  iatb«r,  and  biok- 
a^lff  not  to  neotion  Charles  Stuart,  wbom  he  caUs  his 
Kiog  ;  aod  /  Mpaol,  that  1  shall  not  be  ao  hardlj  con* 
atr^ied,  as  to  be  supposed  capable  of  forgetiioi^  that  Mis* 
trees  Alice  Lee  is  tbe  dai^bter  of  my  iivibful  sut^t  and 
host,  and  the  sister  of  my  guide  aod  pveserver. — Coaie^ 
come,  Albert,"  be  added,  cbaegiog  at  once  to  hU  naturally 
frank  and  uaoefemonioiis  manner,  ^*  yoe  forgel  bow  bag 
1  have  been  abroad,  where  men,  women,  and  chi^reBj 
talk  gaUantry  morning,  nooe^  and  night,  with  no  more 
serious  tboi^t  than  just  to  pass  away  the  time ;  and  I 
forget,  too,  that  you  are  of  the  old-&shioned  EogUdi 
scImoI,  a  sOn  after  Sir  Henry's  own  heart,  and  don't  onr 
derstaand  raillery  upon  such  sutaects* — ^But  I  ask  yoiur 
pardon,  Albert,  sincerely,  if  Ihara  really  hurt  you.'' 

So  aayingf  be  extended  bis  bend  to  Colonel  Lee,  vbo^ 
feeling  be  had  been  xatber  too  hasty  io  construm^  the 
King's  jest  in  an  nNnpleasant  sense,  kissed  it  with  revec* 
eeoe,.  and  attempted  an  apology. 

^'Nota  word — ^not  a, word,"  said  the  good-natured 
PrisK^  raiaiAg  bis  penitent  adherent  as  he  attempted  to 
kneel,  **  we  understand  ead>  other.  You  are  somewhat 
afraid  of  tbe  gay  reputation  which  I  acquired  in  Scotlaad ; 
but  I  assure  you  I  will  be  as  stupid  as  you,  or  your  couaiA 
Coboelf  could  dewce,  in  presence  of  Airs.  Alice  Lee, 
and  only  bestow  my  gallantry,  should  1  have  any  to  throw 
awayt  upon  tbe  pretty  little  ||piting-maid  who  attended  at 
supper — unless  you  should  bive  monogpolized  her  ev  foe 
ywix  own  benefit,  Colonel  Albert." 

*<  It  is  monopolised  sure  enough,  though  not  by  me,  if 
it  please  your  Majesty ;  but  by  Joceline  Joliffe,  tbe  un* 
der-keeper,  whom  we  must  not  disoblige,  as  we  have 
trusted  him  so  &f  akeady,  and  may  have  occasion  to  re» 
pose  8 veei entire  confidence  in  him.  I  half  think  he  sua* 
pects  who  Louis  Kemeguy  may  in  reality  be." 

*'  You  are  an  engrossing  set,  you  wooers  of  Wood« 
stock,"  said  the  King,  laughing.  '<  Now,  if  I  had  a 
uacy,  as  a  Frencbinaii  would  not  fail  to  have  in  such  a 


41 

i,  to  OMke  pret^  speeches  lo  the  dktf  M  wommt  I 
Mw  in  the  kitchen,  as  a  pii^Mer^  I  dare  sajr  1  shoulcl  be 
laid  that  her  ear  was  engrossed  for  Dr.  RochecMS^s  sele 
use?** 

^  I  marvel  at  your  Majesty's  good  spirits,"  sud  Albert, 
*'  that,  aiter  a  day  of  danger,  fatigue,  aad  accidents,  you 
should  feel  the  power  of  amusing  yourself  thus." ' 

'*  Hiat  is  to  say,  the  groom  of  the  chambers  wudies 
Us  Majesty  would  go  to  sleep  ?-— Well,  one  word  or  two 
OB^roore  serious  business,  and  I  have  done. — I  have  been 
completely  directed  by  you  and  Rocheclift*-!  have 
changed  my  di^uise  from  female  to  male  upon  the  in- 
stant, and  altered  my  destination  from  Hampshiire  to  take 
sbek^  here*— Do  you  still  hdd  it  the  wiser  course  f " 

"  I  hare  great  confidence  in  Dr.'Rocbecliffs,"  replied 
Albert,  ^  whose  acquaintance  with  the  scattered  royalists 
enables  him  to  gain  the  most  accurate  intelligence.  His 
pride  iny^e  extent  of  bis  correspondence,  and  the  com- 
phcation  of  his  plots  and  schemes  for  your  Majf^ty's  ser- 
vice, is  indeed  the  very  food  he  lives  upon  ;  but  bis  sa- 
gacity is  equal  to  bis  vanity.  I  repose,  besides,  tbe 
utmost  faith  in  Joliffe.  Of  my  father  and  sister  I  would 
say  nothing ;  yet  I  would  not,  without  reason,  extend  the 
knowledge  of  your  Majesty's  person  farther  than  it  is 
indispensably  necessary." 

"  Is  it  handsome  in  me,"  said  Charles,  pau^i^  ^  to 
Withhold  my  full  confidence  from  Sir  Henry  Liee  r" 

^<  Your  Majesty  heard  of  bis  almost  death^woon  of 
laitnigbl^-^bat  would  agitate  him  most  deeply  must  not 
be  hastily  communicated." 

*'  True ;  but  wre  we  safe  from  a  visit  of  the  red-cuati 
^*4]My  have  them  in  Woodstock  as  well  as  •Oxford  ?" 
said  Charles. 

<<  Dr.  Rocbecli&  says,  not  unwisely,"  answered  I«eek 
'<  that  it  is  best  sitting  near  the  fire  when  tbe  chimney 
smokes  ;  and  that  Woodstock,  so  lately  in  posaession  of 
(be  sequestrators,  and  still  in  the  vicinity  of  the  soldiers,  wiU 
Ve  less  suspected,  and  more  carelessly  searched^  than 
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more  distant  corners,  wbich  might  seem  to  promise  more 
safety.  Besides,"  he  added,  '^  Rochecliffe  is  in  posses^ 
sion  of  curious  and  important  news  concerning  the  state  of 
matters  at  Woodstock,  highly  favourable  to  your  Majes* 
ty's  being  concealed  in  the  palace  for  two  or  three  days 
till  shipping  is  provided.  The  Parliament,  or  usurping 
Council  of  State,  had  sent  down  sequestrators,  whom 
their  own  evil  consciences,  assisted,  perhaps,  by  the 
tricks  of  some  daring  cavaliers,  had  frightened  out  of  the 
Lfodge,  without  much  desire  to  come  back  again.  Tfien 
the  more  formidable  usurper,  Cromwell,  had  granted  a 
warrant  of  possession  to  Colonel  Everard,  who  had  only 
used  it  for  the  purpose  of  repossessing  his  uncle  in  the 
Lodge,  and  who  kept  watch  in  person  at  the  little  bor- 
ough, to  see  that  Sir  Henry  was  not  disturbed." 

<<  What !  Mistress  Alice's  Colonel  ?"  said  the  King 
— "  that  sounds  alarming; — for  grant  that  he  keeps  the 
other  fellows  at  bay,  think  you  not.  Master  Albert,  he 
will  have  an  hundred  errands  a-day  to  bring  him  here 
in  person  .^" 

"  Dr.  Rocheclifie  says,"  answered  Lee,  "  the  treaty 
between  Sir  Henry  and  his  nephew  binds  the  latter  not 
to  approach  the  Lodge,  unless  invited  ; — ^indeed,  it  was 
not  without  great  difficulty,  and  strongly  arguing  the  good 
consequences  it  might  produce  to  your  Majesty's  cause, 
that  my  father  could  be  prevailed  on  to  occupy  Wood- 
stock at  all :  but  be  assured  he  will  be  in  no  hurry  to  send 
an  invitation  to  the  Colonel." 

'  "  And  be  you  assured  that  the  Colonel  wilrtjome  widi- 
out  waiting  for  one,"  said  Charles.  *^  Folk  cannot 
judge  rightly  where  sisters  are  concerned— <hey  are  too 
familiar  wim  the  magnet  to  judge  of  its  powers  of  attrac- 
tion.— Everard  will  be  here,  as  if  drawii  by  cart-ropes— 
fetters,  not  to  talk  of  promises,  will  not  hold  him — and, 
then,  methinks,  we  are  in  some  danger." 

^'  I  hope  not,"  said  Albert.  **  In  the  first  place,  I 
know  Markham  is  a  slave  to  his  word  ;  besides,  were 
any  chance  to  bring  him  here,  I  think  I  could  pass  your 
Majesty  upon  him  without  difficulty,  as  Louis  Kerneguy. 
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l^efl,  although  my  cousin  and  I  have  not  been  on  good 
terms  for  these  some  years,  I  beh'eve  him  incapable  of 
betraying  your  Majesty ;  iand  lastly,  if  I  saw  the  least 
danger  of  it,  1  wouid,  were  he  ten  times  the  son  of  my 
mother's  sbter,  run  my  sword  through  his  body,  ere  be 
had  time  to  execute  his  purpose/' 

**  There  is  but  another  question,"  said  Charles,  '*  and 
I  will  release  you,  Albert  : — ^You  seem  to  think  yourseh 
secure  from  search.  It  may  be  so ;  but  in  any  other 
country,  this  tale  of  goblins  which  is  flying  about  would 
bring  down  priests  and  ministers  of  justice  to  examine 
the  reality  of  the  story,  and  mobs  of  idle  people  to  satisfy 
their  curiosity/' 

"  Respecting  the  first.  Sir,  we  hope  and  understand  that 
Colonel  Everard's  influence  will  prevent  any  immediate 
inquiry,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  undisturbed  the  peace 
of  his  uncle's  family ;  and  as  for  any  one  coming  without 
some  sort  q(  authority,  the  whole  neighbours  have  so  much 
love  and  fear  of  my  father,  and  are,  besides,  so  horribly 
alarmed  about  the  goblins  of  Woodstock,  that  fear  will 
silence  curiosity." 

"  On  the  whole,  then,"  said  Charles,  "  the  chances  of 
safety  seem  to  be  in  favour  of  the  plan  we  have  adopted, 
which  is  all  I  can  hope  for  in  a  condition  where  absolute 
safety  is  out  of  the  question.  The  Bishop  recommended 
Dr.  Rocheclifie  as  one  of  the  most  ingenious,  boldest,  and 
most  loyal  sons  of  the  Church  of  England  ;  you,  Albert 
Lee,  have  marked  your  fidelity  by  a  hundred  proofs. 
To  you  and  your  local  knowledge  I  submit  myself. — And 
now,  prepare  onr  arms — alive  I  will  not  be  taken  ; — ^yet  I 
will  not  believe  that  a  son  of  the  King  of  England,  and 
heir  of  her  throne,  could  be  destined  to  danger  in  his 
own  palace,  and  under  the  guard  of  the  loyal  Lees." 

Albert  Lee  laid  pistols  and  swords  in  readiness  by  tb% 
King's  bed  and  his  own  ;  and  Charles,  after  some  slight 
apology,  took  his  place  in  the  larger  and  better  bed,  with 
a  sigh  of  pleasure,  as  from  one  who  had  not  lately  en- 
joyed such  an  indulgence.      He  bid  good-night  to  his 
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fiutbful  attendant,  wbo  deposited  biinself  m  jbii  ^rn^Ue; 
and  both  monarch  and  subject  were  soon&st  asleep* 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Give  sir  Nicholas  Threlkeki  praise  ; 
Hear  it,  good  man,  old  in  days, 
Thoa  tree  of  succour  and  of  rest 
To  this  young  bird  that  was  distressed ; 
Beneath  thy  branches  he  did  stay; 
And  he  was  free  ¥>  sfiort  a«d  f^ay. 
When  falcons  were  abroad  tor  pr^ 

Wordsworth. 

The  fagitive  Pnnce  slept  in  spite  of  danger,  with  the 
profound  repose  which  youth  and  fatigue  inspire.  But 
the  young  cavalier,  his  guide  and  guard,  spent  a  more 
restless  night,  starting  from  time  to  time,  and  listening ; 
anxious  notwithstanding  Doctor  Rocbecliffe's  assurances, 
to  procure  yet  more  particular  knowledge  concerning  the 
state  of  things  around  them,  than  he  had  been  yet  able 
to  collect; 

He  arose  early  after  daybreak ;  but  although  he  mov- 
ed with  as  little  noise  as  was  possible,  the  slumbers  of  the 
haunted  JPriqce  were  easily  disturbed.  He  started  up  ia 
his  bed,  and  asked  if  there  was  any  alarm. 

**  None,  please  your  M^esty,"  replied  Lee  j  •*  only, 
thinking  on  the  questions  your  Majesty  was  asking  last 
ntefat,  and  the  various  chances  there  are  of  your  Migesty'a 
safety  bdng  endangered  from  unforeseen  accidents,  I 
thought  of  going  thus  early,  both  to  communicate  with 
CN)ctor  Rocheclifie,  and  to  keep  such  a  look-out  as  befits 
the  place,  where  are  lodged  for  the  time  the  Fortunes 
of  England.  I  fear  I  must  request  of  your  Majesty,  for 
Tour  own  gracious  security,  that  you  have  the  goodness 


to  tmiiiwd  to  Mcme  the  do^  vkh  j<mt  own  band 
after  I  go  out." 

^*  Ob  talk  not  to  Majesty,  for  Heaven's  sake,  dear 
Albert  I"  answered  the  poor  Kui£,  endeavouring  in  vain 
to  pot  OB  a  part  of  hb  clothes  in  ord^r  to  traverse  the  room. 
— When  a  icing's  doublet  and  bose  are  so  ragged  tb^  he 
can  BO  more  fiod  his  wa  v  into  tbem  than  be  could  have  ' 
travelled  through  the  forest  of  Deane  without  a  guide, 
good  faith  1  there  should  be  an  end  of  Majesty,  until  it 
cbances  to  be  better  accommodated.  Besides,  there  is 
the  chance  of  these  big  words  boltmg  out  at  unawares, 
when  there  are  eais  to  bear  them  whom  we  might  think 
dangerous." 

''  Your  commands  shall  he  obeyed,"  said  Lee,  who 
had  DOW  succeeded  in  opening  the  door ;  from  which  be 
took  his  departure,  leaving  the  Kmg,  who  had  hustled 
along  the  floor  for  that  purpose,  with  his  dress  wofidly  ill 
arranged,  to  make  it  fast  again  behind  him,  and  begging 
him  m  no  case  to  open  to  any  one,  unless  he  or 
Rochecliffe  were  of  the  party  who  summoned  him. 

Albert  then  set  out  m  quest  of  Doctor  Roche^fFe's 
apartment,  which  was  only  known  to  himself  and  tb» 
faithful  Jolifie,  and  had  9X  diSbrent  times  accommodated 
that  steady  churcbmau  with  a  place  of  concealment,  when, 
from  his  bold  and  busy  temper,  which  led  him  Into  the 
most  extensive  and  hazardous  machinations  on  the  King's 
behalf,  he  had  been  strictfy  sought  afler  by  the  oppose 
party.  Of  late,  the  inquest  afler  him  had  died  entirely 
away,  a^  he  had  prudently  withdrawn  hknself  from  the 
scene  of  his  intrigwes.  Since  the  Idss  of  the  batile  of 
Wd^estf^r,  he  had  been  aOottt  ^sgm,  and  nore  active 
tlrm  ever ;  and  bad,  by  friends  and  ccnDespond^ats,  and 

especially  the  bishop  of ,  been  the  means  of  direeting 

thf*  King's  Aght  idMraidi  Woodstock,  ahbough  it  was  nc^ 
untH  the  v«ry  daiy  of  bis  arrivid  that  he  emdd  promise 
Min  a  safe  Deception  at  dwt  ancient  mansion. 

Albert  Lee,  though  he  revered  boUi  the  undaunted 
spirit  aod  rea^  resources  of  the  busl^  and  intriguing 
ebttitdunan^  felt  he  had  not  be^  enabled  by  hira  to 
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aoswer  80VD6  of  the  King's  qoestioDS  ylBsteraigiit,   in 

a  way  so  distinct  as  one  trusted  with  the  King's  safety 
ought  to  have  done  ;  and  it  was  now  his  object  to  make 
himself  persbnally  acquainted,  if  possible,  with  the  vari- 
ous bearings  of  so  weighty  a  matter,  as  became  a  man  on 
whom  so  much  of  the  responsibility  was  likely  to  descend. 

Even  his  local  knowledge  was  scarce  adequate  to  find 
the  doctor's  secret  apartment,  had  he  not  traced  his  way 
after  a  genial  flavour  of  roasted  game  through  divers  blind 
passages,  and  up  and  down  certain  very  useless  stairs, 
through  cupboards  and  hatchways,  and  so  forth,  to  a  spe- 
cies of  sanctum  sanctorum,  where  Joceline  Jolifl^e  was 
ministering  to  the  good  doctor  a  solemn  breakfast  of 
wild-fowl,  with  a  cup  of  small  beer  stirred  with  a  sprig 
of  rosemary,  which  Doctor  Rochecliffe  preferred  to  aO 
strong  potations.  ''wBeside  him  sat  Bevis  on  his  tail,  slob- 
bering and  looking  amiable,  moved  by  the  rare  smell  of 
the  breakfast  which  had  quite  overcome  his  native  dignity 
of  disposition. 

The  chamber  in  which  the  doctor  had  established  him- 
self was  a  little  octangular  room,  with  walls  of  great 
thickness,  within  which  were  fabricated  various  issues, 
leading  in  .different  directions^  and  communicating  with 
diflferent  parts  of  the  building.  Around  him  were  pack- 
ages with  arms,  and  near  him  one  small  barrel,  as  it 
seemed,  of  gunpowder  \  many  papers  in  different  par- 
cels, and  several  keys  for  correspondence  in  cipher  ;  two 
or  three  scrolls  covered  wiili  hieruglyphics  were  also 
beside  him,  which  Albei  t  took  for  plans  of  nativity  ;  and 
various  models  of  macbinery,  in  which  Doctor  Roche- 
cliffe was  an  adept.  T  tie  re  were  also  tools  of  various 
kinds,  masks,  cloaks,  and  a  dark  lantern,  and  a  number 
of  other  indescribable  trinkets  bdongiog  to  the  trade  of  a 
daring  plotter  in  dangerous  times.  Last,  there  was  a 
casket  with  gold  and  silver  coin  of  different  countries, 
which  was  left  carelessly  open,  as  if  it  were  the  least  ol 
Doctor  Rochecliffe's  concern,  although  his  habits  in  gen- 
eral annaunced  narrow  circumstances,  if  not  actual  pov 
erty.     Close  by  the  divine's  plate  lay  a  bible  and  prayer 
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Jl^)^.  with  30ine  proof-sheets,  as  they  are  technically 
called,  seemingly  fresh  from  the  press.  There  was  also 
within  the  reach  of  his  hand  a  dirk,  or  Scottish  poniard, 
a  powder-horn,  and  a  musketoon,  or  blunderbuss,  with  a 
pair  of  hapd;some  pocket-pistols.  In  the  midst  of  this 
miscellaneous  collection,  the  doctor  sat  eating  his  break 
fast,  with  great  appetite,  as  little  dismayed  by  the  various 
implements  of  danger  around  him,  as  a  workman  is  when 
accustomed  to  the  perils  of  a  gunpowder  manufactory. 

"  Soh,  young  gentleman,"  he  said,  getting  up  and  ex- 
tending his  hand,  '^  are  you  come  to  breakfast  with  me 
in  good  fellowship,  or. to  spoil  my  meal  this  morning, as 
you  did  my  supper  last  night,  by  asking  untimely  ques- 
tions ?" 

"  I  wilJ  pick  a  bone  with  you,  with  all  my  heart," 
said  Albert;  **  and  if  you  please,  doctor,  1  would  ask 
some  questions  which  seem  not  quite  untimely," 

So  sa3^iug,  be  sat  dowii^  aud  assisted  the  doctor  in  giving 
a  very  saiii^raclory  account  of  a  btace  of  wild  ducks  and 
a  leash  of  leal.  Be  vis,  who  maintained  his  place  with 
great  patience  and  lusinuation,  had  his  share  of  a  collop, 
which  was  also  placed  on  tlie  well- furnished  board ;  for, 
like  most  high-bred  dogs,  he  declined  eating  water-fowl. 

"Come  hither  then,  Albert  Lee,"  said  the  doctor, 
laying  down  bis  knife  and  fork,  and  plucking  the  towel 
from  his  throat,  so  soon  as  Joceline  was  withdrawn  ;  'Uhou 
art  still  the  same  lad  thou  wert  when  I  was  thy  tutor — 
never  satLs6ed  with  having  got  a  grammar  rule,  but  al- 
ways persecuting  me  with  questions  why  the  rule  stood 
so,  and  not  otherwise — over-curious  after  inform  alio  u 
which  thou  could 'st  not  comprehend,  as  Be  vis  slobbered 
and  whined  for  the  duck-wing,  which  he  could  not  eat/' 

*  I  hope  you  will  find  me  more  reasonable,  doctor,'* 
answered  Albert }  "  and  at  the  same  time,  that  you  will 
recollect  1  am  not  now  suhferulaj  but  am  placed  in  cir- 
cumsitncefi  where  I  am  not  athberly  lo  act  upon  the  ipse 
dixit  of  any  man,  unless  my  own  judgment  be  convinced- 
i  shall  deserve  richly  to  be  banged,  drawn,  and  quarter 
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ed,  should  any  misfortcrtie  happen  hf  toy  tnhgpftttntMld 
in  this  business.^' 

**  And  it  is  therefore,  Albert,  that  I  would  have  thee 
trust  the  whole  to  me,  without  interfering.  Thou  sayest 
forsooth,  thou  art  not  stA  ferula  ;  but  recollect  that  white 
you  have  been  fighting  in  the  field,  I  have  been  plotting 
in  the  study — that  I  know  all  the  combinations  of  the 
King's  friends,  ay,  and  all  the  motions  of  his  enemies,  as 
well  as  a  spider  knows  every  mesh  of  his  web.  Think 
of  my  experience,  man.  Not  a  cavalier  in  the  land  but 
has  heard  of  Rocheclifie  the  Plotter.  F  have  been  a 
main  limb  in  every  thing  that  has  been  attempted  since 
forty-two— penned  declin*ations,  conducted  correspond*- 
ence,  communicated  with  chiefs,  recruited  followers, 
commissioned  armies,  levied  money,  appointed  rendez- 
vouses. I  was  in  die  Western  Rising  f  and  before  that,  iii 
the  City  Petition  ;  and  in  Sir  John  Owen's  stir  in  Wales ; 
in  short,  almost  m  every  plot  for  the  King,  since  Tom- 
kins  and  ChaOoner's  matter.** 

**  But  were  not  all  diese  pk)ts  unsuccessful  .^  said 
Albert ;  <'  and  were  not  Tomknis  and  Chalknter  hanged^ 
doctor  ^ 

"  Yes,  my  young  friend,**  answered  the  doctor,  grave-* 
ly,  ^  as  many  others  have  been  with  whom  I  have  acted  ; 
but  only  because  they  did  not  follow  my  advice  hnplicitly. 
You  never  heard  that  I  was  hanged  myself.** 

«  The  time  may  come,  doctor,**  said  Albert ;  «  The 
pitcher  goes  oft  to  the  well*— Thfe  proverb,  as  my  father 
would  say,"^  is  somewhat  musty.  But  I,  too,  haye  some 
confidence  in  my  own  judgment ;  and,  much  as  I  honour 
the  church,  I  cannot  akogeiiier  subscribe  to  passive  obe 
dience.  I  win  tell  you  in  one  word  what  points  I  musT 
have  explanation  on ;  and  it  trill  remain  with  you  to  give 
it,  or  <o  return  a  message  to  the  King  that  you  will  not 
explain  your  plan ;  in  which  case,  if  he  acta  by  my  ad- 
vice, he  win  leave  Woodstock,  and  resume  his  purpose 
of  getting  to  the  coast  without  detay.** 
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**  WeH,  tben,"  said  the  doctor,  ''Iboa  sospicioas  mon- 
ster, made  thy  demands,  and,  if  they  be  such  as  I  can  an- 
swer without  betraying  confidence,  I  will  reply  to  them." 

^In  the  first  place,  then,  what  is  all  this  story  about 
ghosts,  and  witchcrafts,  and  apparitions  f  and  do  you 
consider  it  as  safe  for  his  Majesty  to  stay  in  a  bo^ise  sub- 
ject to  such  visitations,  real  or  pretended  ?** 

**  You  must  be  satisfied  with  my  answer  in  vet  ho  sacer- 
dotii — the  circumstances  you  allude  to  will  not  give  the 
least  annoyance  to  Woodstock  during  the  King's  resi- 
dence. I  cannot  explain  farther ;  but  for  this  I  will  be 
bound  at  the  risk  of  my  neck.'* 

"  Then,"  said  Lee,  "  we  most  take  Doctor  Roche- 
oliffe's  bail  that  the  devil  will  keep  the  peace  towards  our 
Sovereign  LcMrd  the  King — good.  Now  there  lurked  about 
this  house  the  greater  part  of  yesterday,  and  perhaps  slept 
hece,  a  fellow  called  Tomkins — a  bitter  Independent,  and 
a  secretary,  or  clerk,  or  something  or  other,  to  the  regmide 
dog  Desborough.  The  roan  is  well  known — a  wild  ran- 
ter in  religious  opinions,  but  in  private  affairs  far-sighted, 
cunning,  and  interested  even  as  any  rogue  of  th^  all.'' 

"  Be  assured  we  will  avail  ourselves  of  his  crazy  fa- 
naticism to  mislead  his  wicked  cunning  ; — a  child  may 
lead  a  hc^,  if  it  has  wit  to  fasten  a  cord  to  the  ring  in  its 
DOse,"  replied  the  doctor. 

"  You  may  be  deceived,"  said  Albert ;  "  the  age  has 
many  such  as  this  fellow,  whose  views  of  the  spiritual 
and  temporal  world  ar^so  difierent,  that  they  resemble 
the  eyes  of  a  squinting  man  ;  one  of  which,  oblique  and 
distorted,  sees  nothing  but  the  end  of  his  nose,  while  the 
other,  instead  of  partaking  the  same  defect,  views  strong- 
ly, sharply,  and  acutely,  whatever  is  subjected  to  its 
scrutiny." 

"  But  we  will  put  a  patch  on  the  better  eye,"  said  the 
doctor,  "  and  he  shall  only  be  allowed  to  speculate  with 
the  imperfect  optic.  You  must  know  this  fellow  has 
always  seen  the  greatest  number,  and  the  most  hideous 
apparitions  ;  he  has  not  the  courage  of  a  cat  in  isuch  mat- 
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ier6,  though  ^louteDovgb  when  be  balh  tem|^ril  aatago 
lUSts  before  hioi.  I  hare  placed  bifo  uoder  the  charge 
of  Jooelioe  Jolifiei  who,  betwixt  plying  him  with  aaek 
and  ghp^-stories,  would  make  bkn  incapable  of  kn#wing 
what  was  done^  if  you  were  to  proclaim  ihe  King  m  hb 
presence*" 

*<  But  why  keep  such  a  fellow  here  at  all  ?" 

<<  Oh^  mf  content  you  ; — be  lies  lea^ter^  m  a  sort  of 
ambassador  for  his  worthy  masters,  aoMl  we  aiie4»eeuito 
from  any  intrusion  so  long  as  they  get  aU  the  new  ol 
Woodstock  from  trusty  Tomkins." 

'*  I  know  Joceline's  honesty  weU,"  said  Albert  $  ^'  and 
if  he  can  asaare  me  that  he  wBl  Jseep  a  watch  «rejr  this 
feUow,  I  wHlao  far  trust  ia  him.  Heroes  net  know  the 
depth  of  the  stake,  'tis  true,  but  that  my  life  4s  cotteeraed 
-will  be  quite  enough  to  keep  him  Ti^kmt.-^WeU,  ^en,  I 
proceed  :-— What  if  Markham  Everard  comes  .<lowa,oii 
us?*' 

"  We  have  his  wcnrd  to  the  contrary,"  wnsweteA  Recira* 
chffe— ^  his  wolrd  of  honour,  transmitted  by  his  friend ; 
— ^Do  you  thiftk  it  likely  he  will  break  it  ?" 

"  I  hold  himtneapable  of  doing  so,"  answered  Albert  * 
"  and,  besides,  I  dunk  Markham  would  make  no  bad  uae 
of  any  tbii^  which  might  come  to  his  knowledge«^Yet 
Grod  forbid  we  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  trusCmg 
any  who  erer  wore  the  Parliament^  colours  in  a  matter 
of  such  dear  concernment !" 

"  Amen !"  said  the  doctor. — ^  Are  your  doubts  sileno* 
ed  now  f^* 

*^  I  stfil  have  an  objection,"  said  Albert,  ^'  to  jroMler 
impudent  rake-hdiy  fcttow,  stjrfing  himself  a  cavalier, 
who  poshed  himself  on  our  company  last  alght,  and  gaia^ 
ed  my  father's  heart  by  a  story  of  the  storm  of  Breat^ 
ford,  which  I  dare  say  the  ttogoe  never  saw." 

**  You  mistake  liim,  dear  Albert,"  replied  RocheoKffi) 
— Roger  Wildrake,  although  till  of  late  I  only  knew  him 
by  name,  is  a  gendeman,  "was  bred  at  the  Inns  of  Court, 
and  spent  his  estate  in  the  King's  service.'^ 
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'<  Or  rather  m  itbe  devil's  jer^iee,"  Mid  JUbvfi.  '^  It 
js  such  fellows  as  he,  who,  sunk  from  the  lioMse  of  4beir 
naiiitary  habits  into  idle  debauched  ruffiam,  iofe«t  the 
land  with  riots  aad  robberre$,.hrAwt  in  hedge  j^JB-JkomME 
and  cellars,  where  stroog  waters  ^e  sold  at  jmidaigbt,  and, 
with  their  deep  oaths,  their  hot  loyalty,  and  their  dftmlMn 
valouc,  inake  dec«Bf*ii>en  Ahomioate  ibe  very  mune  of 
Cayalier." 

.  ^'  Alas  P'  said  the  doctor,  ^<  it  is  but  4oo  Ittw  ;  hot 
what  can  you  eaqpect  f  When  the  higher  and  totam  foaiiv- 
fied  claasas  are  br<^e&  down  and  Mingled  uBjUatingufsh- 
ably  with  itbe  lower  orders,  they  are  apt'to  lose^he  tmoit 
valuable  marks  of  their  quality  in  the  genenil  coofasiiM 
of  morals  aad  manners — just  as  a  lianditd  of  silver 
aoedals  will  t^ecome  defaced  end  discolotired  if  juoiUed 
aJboiU  among  the  vulgar  copper  cdn.  Even  the  priiaa 
medal  of  all,  which  we  iK>y«liats  would  so  <wtHii^g)y  wear 
next  our  very  hearts,  has  not,  perhape,  eniurely  escaped 
some  deteriorauon— But  let  other  tongues  akan  onine 
apeak  on  that  subject." 

Albert  Lee  paused  deeply  after  having  heard  these 
communioations  on  the  part  of  Roch8cHffe»*^«^Doetor,'* 
be  said,  '^  it  is  generally  agreed,  even  Iqr  some  srhb  dunk 
you  may  occasionally  have  been  a  little  over  busy  Jampot 
ting  men  upon  dangevous  actiano*      ■ '^ 

<^  May  Gt>d  forgive  them  who  entertain  so  fabe  mtt 
opinion  of  me  !''  said  the  doetor. 

"  That,  nevertheless,  you  have  done  and  suffered 
more  in  the  King's  behalf  ^an  any  man  of  your  ftme- 

liOD.'' 

<<They  do  me  but  justice  abere,*'  «aid  Doeiar Hoehe- 
cliffe-  -"  absolute  justice.'* 

^lam  therefore  disposed  to  abide  by  your  ophnon,  if, 
all  things  considered,  you  think  it  safe  that  we  should 
remain  at  Woodstock." 

"  That  is  not  the  question,"  answered  the  divine. 

"  And  what  is  the  question  then  f**  replied  the  young 
tidier 
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^*  Whether  may  safer  course  can  be  pointed  out.  I 
grieve  to  say,  that  the  question  must  be  comparative,  as 
to  the  point  of  option.  Absolute  safety  is — alas,  the 
while  !  out  of  the  question  on  all  sides.  Now,  I  say 
Woodstock  is,  fenceNl  and  guarded  as  at  present,  by  far 
the  most  preferable  place  of  conce|]ment." 

«  Enough,"  replied  Albert,  "  I  pye  up  to  you  the 
question,  as  to  a  person  whose  knowledge  of  such  impor- 
tant affiiirs,  not  to  mention  your  age  and  experience,  is 
more  intimate  and  extensive  than  mine  can  be/' 

**  You  do  well,"  answered  Rochecliffis ;  **  und  if  otfa* 
era  had  acted  with  the  like  distrust  of  their  own  knowledge 
and  confidence  in  competent  persons,  it  had  been  better 
for  the  age.  This  makes  Understanding  bar  himself  up 
within  his  fortalice,  and  Wit  betake  liimself  to  his  high 
lower."  (Here  he  looked  around  his  cell  with  an  air  of 
selfHHimplacence.)  "  The  wise  man  foreseeth  the  tem- 
pest and  hideth  himself." 

^'  Doctor,"  said  Albert,  ''  let  our  foresight  serve  oth- 
ers far  more  precious  than  either  of  us. — Liet  me  ask 
you,  if  you  have  well  considered  whether  our  precious 
charge  should  remain  in  society  with  the  family,  or  be- 
take himself  to  some  of  the  more  hidden  corners  of  the 
&M]se?" 

<<  Hum !  said  the  Doctor,  with  an  air  of  deep  reflec- 
tion— ^'  I  think  he  will  be  safest  as  I^uis  Kemeguy, 
keeping  himself  close  beside  you         " 

^'  I  fear  it  will  be  necessary,"  added  Albert,  ^'  that  I 
scout  abroad  a  little,  and  show  myself  in  some  distant 
part  of  the  country,  lest,  coming  here  in  quest  of  me, 
they  should  find  higher  game." 

"  Pray  do  not  interrupt  me — Keeping  himself  close  be- 
»de  you  or  your  father,  in  or  near  to  Victor  Lee's  apart- 
ment, from  which  you  are  aware  he  c;in  make  a  ready 
escape,  should  danger  approach. — ^This  occurs  to  me  as 
best  for  the  present — ^I  hope  to  hear  of  the  vessel  to-day 
-*-to*morrow  at  farthest." 

Albert  Lee  bid  the  active  but  opinionated  man  good 
morrow  ;  admiring  how  this  species  of  intrigue  bad  be- 
come a  sort  of  element  in  which  the  doctor  seemed   to 
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enjoy  hiaiself,  notwitfastanditig  all  that  the  poet  has  said 
coDcerDiDg  the  borrors  which  interrene  betwixt  the  coa- 
ceptioD  and  execution  of  a  conspiracy. 

In  returning  from  Doctor  Rocheclifie's  sanctuary,  be 
met  with  Jocelbe,  who  was  anxiously  seeking  hinu 
'*  The  young  Scotch  gentleman,"  he  said,  in  a  mysterious 
manner,  '*  bas  arisen  from  bed,  and,  hearing  me  pass,  he 
called  mesnto  his  apartment." 

"  Well,"  ref^d  Albert,  "  I  will  see  him  presently." 

*^  And  be  asked  me  for  fresh  linen  and  clothes.  Now, 
sir,  he  is  like  a  man  who  is  quite  accustomed  to  be  obey- 
ed, so  I  gave  him  a  suit  which  happened  to  be  in  a  ward* 
robe  in  the  west  tower,  and  some  of  your  linen  to  con- 
form ;  and  when  he  was  dressed,  he  commanded  me  to 
show  him  to  the  presence  of  Sur  Henry  Lee  and  ray 
young  lady. — ^I  would  have  said  something,  sir,  about 
waiting  till  you  came  back,  but  he  pulled  me  goodnaatur- 
edly  by  the  hair,  (as,  indeed,  be  has  a  rare  humour  of 
his  own,)  and  told  me,  he  was  guest  to  Master  Albert 
Lee,  and  not  his  prisoner  ; — so,  sir,  though  I  thought  you 
might  be  displeased  with  me  for  giving  him  the  means  of 
stirring  abroad,  ahd  perhaps  being  seen  by  those  who 
should  not  see  him,  what  could  I  say  ?" 

^'  You  are  a  sensible  fellow,  Joceline,  and  comprehend 
always  what  is  recommended  to  you. — This  youth  will 
not  be  controlled,  1  fear|^y  either  of  us ;  but  we  must 
look  the  closer  after  his  safety — You  keep  your  watch 
over  that  prying  fellow  the  steward  ?" 

"  Trust  him  to  my  care— on  that  side  have  no  fear.— 
But  ah,  sir !    I  would  we  had  the  young  Scot  in  his  old 
-clothes  again,  for  the  riding-suit  of  yours  which  he  now 
wears  hath  set  him  off  in  otiber-guess  fashion." 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  faithful  dependent  ex 
pressed  himself,  Albert  saw  that  he  suspected  who  the 
Scottish  page  in  reality  was  ;  yet  he  did  not  think  it  pro- 
per to  acknowledge  to  him  a  fact  of  such  importance, 
secure  as  he  was  equally  of  his  fidelity,  whether  explic* 
itly  trusted  to  the  full  extent,  or  left  to  his  own  conjectures 
5*    vox.    u. 


ttUt  of  anMtous  tfaotight^  be  went  to  the  spvtnsest  of  Vie^ 
xff  Les)  ii>  whieb  Joliflb  told  bim  ha  would  find  the  party 
assembled.  The  sound  of  laughter,  as  he  laid  his  hand 
OD  the  hyek  ol'  th«  rfoor^  ahnoet  RMtde  him  start,  so  sin- 
golatfly  did"  it^  jar  wilb  t^e  doubtfiil  and  ooelandioi}'  re^ 
fle<eriofis  whidb  ^ngs^^d  his  own  miod*  He  entertd', 
ikid  fo«tiil  hl&  iatbcr  in  hig^  gcod-^bvnioor,  laughing  aodi 
conversing  freely  with  his  young  charge,  whose  appear** 
ancef  wtftsr,  kideed,  tm  mmh  changed  to  the  better  ia  cx- 
tel'Mls,  that  it  seemed  scarce  possible  a  night's  rest,  a 
toUette^  afid  a  suit  of  decmt  elothesy  could  have  done  so 
riKicfr  in  his*  ftfTonr  'm  aoi  short  a  tine.  It  conld  not,, 
however,  be  im^nted  to  the  mere  alteratioa  of  dress,^ 
rithMfgh*  that,  tto>  d^ubt,  btd  itsi  eifeet^  There  was  noch-r 
iilg  sptencKd  in  rimt  which  Losis  Keraeguy  (we  continue 
10^  call  bhn  by  hie  assumed  name)  new  wore,  b  W89 
mist^iif  a  rlding^^  of  gfey  dlo4b,^  Winb  some  sibrev  koe^ 
m  the  fashiotf  of  a  eeentry  gentlemen  of  the  lima.  But 
il  hap)^ne<t  to-  fit  hit»  very  weUy  and  to  beomie  bis  very* 
dftrt:  eotn^^iidfif,  espeeiial^  99  lie  now  heidi  up  his  bead^ 
and  u^fed  the  mannsers^  nor  only  of  »  weH^befanved)  bet  ol 
tf  MghffHMcOMpiislted  gentlewien*  When  he  nievecly  Ue 
clumsy  and  awkwarct  linipi  wtte  exchanged  for  m  sort  of 
ikMtl^y  which,  a^  i^  fli^ght  be  rbe  eonaequence  of  a  wtoond 
lb  those  persons  tnnes,.  iMd  rather  an  interesting  than  tti 
imgunfy  efl^t.  At  least  k  wti^^a^  geiteel  an  expressiev 
AfMf  fh^  fMitty  bad  been^  everbard  travelled,  as  the  mosi 
polite  pedestrian  couM  propose'  ta  himself^ 
'  TfcefMrtehfiftijof  tb^  Wanderef  were  harsh  as  ev^,  but 
bi»  red  shoeft  ^e«ttbe,.  fbi*  such  it  proved^  #at  l«d  asid^i 
llfb'^aMe  eff^teck^  Wei<e  #akied,  l:^  a  litUe  irf  Joceline'e 
assistance,  \fikt  cutis,  awd  hie  fine  bluek  eyes  shone  iiroin 
artiong  like  sbtid^  of  theiie  curl^,  and  oorresponded  with 
ttit  trnifdtftcfd,  Hknigb^  mm^  bandsbme,  cbaracter  of  the 
whdef  heatf.  In*  hi9  conversatton,  be  had  lai<i  aside  aB 
the  .coarseness  of  dialect  which  he  had  so  strongly  affect-* 
ed  OR  rtie  preceding  eveniv»g  ^  and  althoiq;b  he  continued 
to  speaks  a  little  Scotch,  tSc  the  sepport  of  his  ebcractes 
as  a  young  gentleman  of  that  nation,  yet  il  was  not  in  a 
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Jegree  wfeich  rendered  his  speech  either  uncouth  or  on- 
mtelligible,  but  merely  aflbrded  a  certain  Doric  tinge  es- 
sential to  the  personage  he  represented.  No  person  on 
earth  could  better  understand  the  society  in  which  be  mov- 
ed ;  exile  had  made  him  acquainted  with  life  in  all  its  shades 
and  varieties — his  spirits,  if  not  uniform,  were  elastic — he 
had  that  species  of  Epicurean  philosophy,  which,  even  m 
the  most  extreme  difficulties  and  dangers,  can  in  an  inter- 
val of  ease,  however  brief,  avail  itself  of  the  enjoyments 
of  the  moment^ — he  was,  in  short,  in  youth  and  misfor- 
tune, as  afterwards  in  his  regal  condition,  a  good-humour- 
ed but  hard-hearted  voluptuar)' — wise,  save  where  his 
passions  intervened — beneficent,  save  when  prodigality 
had  deprived  him  of  the  means,  or  prejudice  of  the  wish, 
to  confer  benefits — his  faults  such  as  might  often  have 
drawn  down  hatred,  but  that  they  were  mingled  with  so 
much  urbanity,  that  the  injured  person  felt  it  impossible 
to  retain  the  full  sense  of  his  wrongs* 

Albert  Lee  found  the  party,  consisting  of  bis  father; 
sister,  and  the  supposed  page,  seated  by  the  breakfast- 
table,  at  which  he  also  took  his  place.  He  was  a  pensive 
and  anxious  beholder  of  what  passed,  white  the  page, 
who  had  already  completely  gained  the  heart  of  the  good 
old  cavalier^by  mimicking  die  manner  in  wfaicffatheScotti^ 
divines  preached  in  favour  of  Ma  gude  Lord  Marquis  of 
Argyle  and  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  was  no\*- 
endeavouring  to  interest  the  ^ir  Alice  by  such  anecdotes, 
partly  of  warlike  and  perilous  ad  venture,  as  possessed  the 
same  degree  of  interest  for  the  female  ear  which  they 
have  had  ever  since  Desdemona*s  days.  But  it  was  not 
only  of  Angers  by  land  and  sea  that  the  disguised  page 
spoke;  but  much  more,  and  much  oftener,  on  foreign 
revels,  banquets,  balls,  where  the  pHde  of  France,  of 
Spain,  Qs:  of  the  Low  Countries,  was  exhibited  in  the 
tyes  of  their  most  eminent  beauties.  Alice  being  a  very 
young  girl,  who,  in  consequence  of  the  civil  war,  had 
been  almost  entirely  educated  in  the  country,  and  often  in 
great  seclusion,  it  was  certainly  no  wonder  that  she  should 
Usten  with  willing  ears,  and  a  ready  smile,  to  what  the 
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young  gentleman,  tbeir  guest,  and  her  brother's  protege, 
told  with  so  much  gaiety,  and  mingled  with  such  a  shade 
of  dangerous  adventure,  and  occasionally  of  seriouc  re- 
flection, as  prevented  the  discourse  from  bemg  regarded 
as  merely  light  and  frivolous. 

In  a  word,  Sir  Henry  Lee  laughed,  Alice  smiled  from 
time  to  time,  and  all  were  well  satisfied  but  Albert,  who 
would  himself,  however,  have  been  scarce  able  to  allege 
a,  sufficient  reason  for  his  depression  of  spirits. 

"  The  materials  of  breakfast  were  at  last  removed,  un- 
der the  active  superintendence  of  the  neat-handed  Phoebe, 
who  looked  over  her  shoulder,  and  lingered  more  than 
once,  to  listen  to  the  fluent  discourse,  of  their  new  guest, 
whom,  on  the  preceding  evening,  she  had,  while  in  at- 
tendance at  supper,  accounted  one  of  the  most  stupid 
inmates  to  whom  the  gates  of  Woodstock  had  been  open- 
ed since  the  times  of  Fair  Rosamond.   ^ 

Louis  Kerneguy  then,  when  they  were  left  only  four 
in  the  chamber,  without  the  interruption  of  domestics, 
and  the  successive  bustle  occasioned  by  the  discussion 
and  removal  of  the  morning  meal,  became  apparently 
sensible,  that  his  friend  and  ostensible  patron  Albert  ought 
not  altogether  to  be  suflfered  to  drop  to  leeward  in  the 
conversation,  while  he  was  himself  successfully  engaging 
the  attention  of  those  members  of  his  family  to  whom  he 
had  become  so  recently  known.  He  went  behind  his 
chair,  therefore,  and,  leaning  on  the  back,  said  with  a 
good-humoured  tone,  which  made  his  purpose  entirely 
intelligible, 

'^  Either  my  good  friend,  guide,  and  patron,  has  heard 
worse  news  this  morning  than  he  cares  to  tell  us,  or  he 
must  have  stumbled  over  my  tattered  jerkin  and  leathern 
hose,  and  acquired,  by  contact,  the  whole  mass  of  stu- 
pidity which  I  threw  oflTlast  night  with  those  most  dolor- 
ous garments.  Cheer  up,  my  dear  Colonel  Albert,  if 
your  affectionate  page  may  presume  to  say  so — ^you  are 
in  company  with  those  whose  society,  dear  to  strangersj- 
raust  be  doubly  so  to  you.  Odds-fish,  man,  cheer  up  !  I 
have  seen  you  gay  on  a  biscuit  and  a  mouthful  of  water- 
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cresses — don't  let  jour  bean  fail  70U  on  Rbeniati ' 
and  venison." 

'^  Dear  Louis,"  said  Albert,  rousing  biroself  into  exer- 
tion, and  somewbat  asbamed  of  bis  own  silowe,  ^  I  baye 
slept  worse,  and  been  astir  earlier  than  you." 

''Be  it  so,"  said  bis  fatber  ;  ^  yet  1  bold  it  no  good 
excuse  for  your  sullen  silence.  Albert,  you  bare  met* 
your  sister  and  me,  so  long  separated  from  you,  so  anx- 
ious on  your  bebalf,  almost  like  mere  strangers,  and  yet 
you  are  returned  safe  to  us,  and  you  find  us  well." 

''  Returned  indeed — but  for  safety,  my  dear  fatber, 
that  word  must  be  a  stranger  to  us  Worcester  folk  for 
some  time.  However,  it  is  not  my  own  safety  about 
wbicb  1  am  anxious." 

<'  About  wbose,  tb^,  sbould  you  be  anxious  ?— -All 
accounts  agree  tbat  tbe  King  is  safe  out  of  tbe  dogs' 
jaws." 

^'  Not  witbout  some  danger  tbougb,"  muttered  Louis, 
tbinking  of  bis  encounter  witb  Bevis  on  tbe  preceding 
evening.  ■# 

'<  No,  not  witbout  danger,"  ecboed  tbe  Knigbt ;  "  but, 
as  old  Will  says, 

'  There's  such  divinity  doth  hedge  a  king, 
That  treason  dares  not  peep  at  what  it  would/ 

No,  no — thank  God,  that's  cared  for  ;  our  Hope  and 
Fortune  4s  escaped,  so  all  news  affirm,  escaped  from 
Bristol — if  I  thought  otherwise,  Albert,  1  should  be  as 
sad  as  you  are.  For  the  rest  of  it,  1  have  lurked  a 
month  in  this  house  when  discovery  would  have  been 
death,  and  that  is  no  longer  since  than  after  Lord  Holland 
and  tbe  Duke  of  Buckingham's  rising  at  Kingston  ;  and 
hang  me,  if  I  thought  once  of  twisting  my  brow  into  such 
a  tragic  fold  as  yours,  but  cocked  my  hat  at  misfortune 
as  a  cavalier  sbould." 

*'  If  I  might  put  in  a  word,"  said  Louis,  "  it  would 
be  to  assure  Colonel  Albert  Lee  that  I  verily  believe  the 
King  yould   think   his  own  bap,  wherever  he  may  be, 


n  WO«M«<H:ii« 


A0  wdisQ  that  Us  best  Mibjects  were  seized  wi$h 
dejection  on  his  account." 

^  YoQ  ananrer  boldly  on  the  King's  part,,  yopng  inan/' 
mai  Sir  iieH^^ 

^*  Ob,  my  father  was  m^ikle  about  the  KingV  ba^jd*" 
ajraviered  Lotiid,  reGoHecting  his  present  character^ 
•  ^^  No  oroiHler  then,"  said  Sir  Henry ,^  "  that  yx)u  baye 
io  aooB  i^eooveced  your  good  spiirits  and  good  breedingy 
when  you  heand  of  bis  Majesty's  escape.  Why,  you  are 
no  mor«  bke  the  lad>  we  saw  last  night,  than  the  best 
hmier  I  «iner  had.  was  like  a  dray-borse." 

'^  Oh/tksse:  ia  niach)  'm  res^and  food,  and  groomir^" 
tnswered  Louis*.  ^^  You  would  hardly  know  the  tired 
jade  you  dismounted  from  last  night,  wbe^  sbe  is  brought 
oiH  praiwio^  aod  neighing  the  next  morning,  resided,  re- 
fpQfihed,  and>  ready  to  start  again — respeeiaUy  if  tbe  brut^ 
hath  some  good  blood,  for  such  pick  up  yuco  fast." 

^<  Well,  thsn^  but  mdoo  tby  father  was  a  eourti^r,  and 
tboa  hast  learned,  I  think,.  son%etbiag  of  the  trade,  j^ 
us  a  little,  Mister  Kerneguy,  about  him  we  love  most.tq^ 
bear  about'-^a  King }  we  are  all  safe  and  secret,^  you 
need  not  be  afraid.  He  was  a  hopeful  youth^;  I  trust  bisk 
flourishing  blossom  now  gives  promise  of  fruit  ?" 

As  the  i^rgh^  spoke,^  Louis  bent  his  eyes  on  the 
<^round,  aod  seemed  at  first  uncertain  what  to  answer 
But  admiraUb  at  extricadng  himself  from  such  dilemoHi^, 
he  reprietf,  "  Ttmt  he  realty  could  not  presume  to  speali 
on  such  a  subject  in  the  presence  of  his  patron,  Colonel 
Albert  Lee,  who  must  be  a  much  better  judge  of  tb« 
character  of  King  Charles  than  he  could  pretend  to  be.^' 

Albert  was  accordingly  next  assailed  by  the  Knight, 
seconded  by  Alice,  for  some  account  of  bis-  Majesty's 
character. 

"  I  wilf  speak  but  according  to  ftcts,**  said  Albert  ; 
*'  and  then  I  must  be  acquitted  of  partiali^^  if  the 
King  had  not  possessed  enterprize  and' military  skill,  he 
Tever  would  have  atternfpted  the  expedition  K)  Worcester ; 
—had  he  not  bad  personal  com-age,  he  had-  not  ^o  long 
Jispnted   the   battle  that  Cromwell  almost  jndred  il  lost 
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That  he  pio^sesd^  pftk<clefhce'aDd*pflti€fiiee,  muM  Wargqed 
from  the  circumstances  attending  hkr  flight ;  tad  tint  he 
has  the  \me  of  his  subjects  is  ertdeRt,  sinee,  necessarily 
known  to  many,  he  has  been  betrayed  by  «ooe." 

"  For  shame,  Albert  !"  replied  his  sist«r  5  "  is  thai 
the  way  a  good  cavalier  deles  out  t^  ehftratcter  of  hia 
Prince,  applying  an  instance  at  erery  conoesskm,  like  « 
pedlar  measuring  linen  with  hi»  rod  ?— -Out  opiwf  yoa  !-»-^ 
no  wonder  you  were  beaten,  rf  you  foogbt  a«  ooMfy  for 
yt»ur  Kmg  as  yoti  now  talk  for  hiny.*^ 

^*  I  did  my  best  to  trace  a  Mk^tiess  frwtf  what  I  basre 
sdenf  and  knows  of  the  ordinal,  «isie#  Alice,"  refuted 
her  brother.— t*"  If  you  woidd  have  a  fad^  portrait,  y^ut 
rtwrst  get  an  artfst  of  more  imaghwifion  &a»  I  have  10 
draw  ?t  BV  yott.** 

"  I  Will  be^  that  artfet  itoyself,^  said  Alicei ;  "  an*,  id 
m^  pbrtr^y  dbr  McMyehf  shaft  show  all  tbac  be  ou§fat 
to  be,  ha'tY^  i^d^h  high'  prel^nsions^T-^tlthat  beimuitt  bey 
beStog  so  fomy  defsci^nded — ail  tfcat  I  am  sure  hB  is,  and 
^t  erefry  loytt!  heart  in  the  kitigdom  o^^t  to  beKete 

"  Well  said,  Alice',"  quoth  the  old  Skiight..~f«  Look 
thou  uptcin^  this  picture,  and  on  this  ! — H^re  is  our  young 
friend  shall*  jtidge.  I  wager  my  best  oag-^tliait  is,  I 
would  wager  him  had  I  one  left — that  Alice  proves  ^ 
better  painter  of  ^  two. — My  son's  brairi  n  still  natsty, 
t  think,  since  his  defeat — he  has  not  got  the  smoke  of 
Worcestef  out  at  it.  Plague  on  thee  ! — a  yonng  man, 
and  cast  down  for  one  beating  !  Had  you  l^en  banged 
twenty  tfmes  like  me,  it  bad  been  tii)^  to  look  grave. —  * 
Btit  come,  AKce,  forward  ;  the  cc^onrs  are  mixed  o» 
V6\xt  pallet— forward  with  somethtiig  that  ^11  show  Kke 
one  of  Vandyke's  living  portraits,  placed  besade  the  dnA 
Ary  presentation  there  of  our  ancestor  VictOT  Lee." 

Alice,  it  must  be  observed,  had  been  edoealed  by  her 
%tber  in  Ae  notions  of  high,  and  even  exaggerated  loy- 
alty, which  characterized  the  cavaliers,  and  she  was  really 
fin  entftcisiast  m  the  royal  cause.  But  beades,  she  was 
n  good  spirits  at  her  brother's  happy  return,  and  wiflied 


So  prolong  the  gay  humour,  in  which  her  father  had  of 
late  scarcely  ever  indulged. 

^^  Well  then,"  she  said,  '*  though  1  am  no  Apelles,  I 
will  try  to  paint  an  Alexander,  such  as  I  hope,  and  am 
determined  to  believe,  exists  in  the  person  of  our  exiled 
sovereign,  soon  I  trust  to  be  restored.  And  1  will  not  go 
farther  than  his  own  family.  He  shall  have  all  the  chiv- 
alrous courage,  aU  the  warlike  skill,  of  Henry  of  France, 
his  grandfather,  in  order  to  place  hira  on  the  throne  ; — 
all  his  benevolence,  love  of  his  people,  patience  even  of 
uopleasiiig  advice,  sacrifice  of  bis  oWn  wishes  and  pleas- 
ures to  the  common  weal,  that,  seated  there,  he  may  be 
bkaC  while  living,  and  so  long  remembered  when  dead, 
that  for  ages  after  it  shall  be  thought  sacrilege  to  breathe 
an  aspersion  against  the  throne  which  he  has  occupied  ! 
Long  after  he  is  dead,  while  there  remains  an  old  man 
lirfio  has  seen  him,  were  the  condition  of  that  surviver  no 
higher  than  a  groom  or  a  menial,  his  age  shall  be  pro- 
vided for  at  the  public  charge,  and  his  grey  hairs  regard- 
ed with  more  distinction  than  an  earl's  coronet,  because 
he  remembers  the  Second  Charles,  the  monarch  of 
dvery  heart  in  England  !" 

While  Alice  spoke,  she  was  hardly  conscious  of  the 
presence  of  any  one  save  her  father  and  brother ;  for  the 
page  withdrew  himself  somewhat  from  the  circle,  and 
{here  was  nothing  to  remind  her  of  him.  She  gave  the 
reins,  therefore,  to  her  enthusiasm,  and  as  the  tears  glit- 
icred  in  her  eye,  and  her  beautiful  features  became  ani- 
mated, she  seemed  like  a  descended  cherub  proclaiming 
the  virtues  of  a  patriot  monarch.  The  person  chiefly 
interested  in  her  description  held  himself  back,  as  we 
nave  said,  and  concealed  his  own  features,  yet  so  as  to 
preserve  a  full  view  of  the  beautiful  speaker. 

Albert  Lee,  conscious  in  whose  presence  this  eulogium 
was  pronounced,  was  much  embarrassed  ;  but  his  father, 
all  whose  feelings  were  flattered  by  the  panegyric,  was 
n  rapture. 

"  So  much  for  the  Kingj  Alice,"  he  said ;  "  and  now 
fur  the  Man  " 
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^  For  tbe  man,"  relied  Alice  is  die  same  tone  "  aeed 
1  wish  him  more  than  die  paternal  virtues  of  bis  unba|[H 
py  father,  of  whom  his  worst  enemies  have  recorded,  that 
if  moral  virtues  and  religions  faith  were  to  be  selected  as 
tlie  qualities  which  merited  a  crown,  no  man  eould  plead 
the  possession  of  them  in  a  higher  or  more  indisputable 
degree.  Temperate,  wise,  and  frugal,  yeV  numificent  to 
rewarding  merit — a  friend  to  letters  and  the  muses,  but  a 
severe  discourager  of  the  misuse  of  such  gifts — a  worthy 
gentleman — a  kind  mafter — the  best  friend,  the  best  fath- 
er, the  best  Christian "     Her  voice  began  to -falter, 

and  her  father's  handkerchief  was  already  at  his  eyes. 

"  He  was,  girl — he  was  !"  exclaimed  Sir  Henry  5 
"  but  no  more  on't,  I  charge  ye — ^no  more  on't — enough  ; 
—let  his  son  but  possess  his  virtues,  with  better  advisers, 
and  better  fortunes,  and  he  will  be  all  that  England,  in 
her  warmest  wishes,  could  desire." 

There  was  a  pause  after  this ;  for  Alice  feh  as  if  she 
had  spoken  too  frankly  and  too  zealously  for  her  sex 
and  yoirth.  Sir  Henry  was  occupied  in  melancholy  re- 
collections on  the  fate  of  his  late  sovereign,  while  Kerne- 
guy  and  his  supposed  patron  feh  embarrassed,  perhaps 
from  a  consciousness  that  the  real  Charles  fell  far  short 
of  his  ideal  character,  as  designed  in  such  glowing  col- 
ours. In  some  cases,  exaggerated  or  unappropriate 
praise  becomes  the  most  severe  satire. 

But  such  reflections  were  not  of  a  nature  to  be  long 
willingly  cherished  by  the  person,  to  whom  they  might 
have  been  of  great  advantage.  He  assumed  a  tone  of 
raillery,  which  is,  perhaps,  the  readiest  mode  of  escaping 
from  the  feelings  of  self-reproof.  "  Every  cavalier," 
he  said,  ^^  should  bend  his  knee  to  thank  Mistress  Alice 
Lee  for  having  made  such  a  flattering  portrait  of  tbe  King 
their  master,  by  laying  under  contribution  for  his  benefit 
the  virtues  of  all  his  ancestors  ; — only  there  was  one 
point  he  would  not  have  expected  a  female  .painter  to 
have  passed  over  in  silence.  When  she  made  him,  in 
right  of  his  grandfather  and  father,  a  muster  of  royal  and 
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aidividual  exocAleattidayiiriijI /CdoldatuB tofc  btfte  enitowed 
bun  at  the  s^melmewtlh  hiarfiiotfaor'd  personal  abarms) 
—Why  should  not  the  oon  o€  H«nMtta  Maria,  die  finest 
woman  of  ber  dny,  add  the  reconomeodatioBS  of  a  hand- 
$Oftte  &ce  and  ^upe  t<»  his  internal  qnalitieii  f — he  bad 
tbe  same  beredilary  title  lo  good  looks  as  to  mental  quaM- 
fieations  ;  and  the  piiotute,  wilb  sueh  am  addition  would 
be  i^rfeet  in  im  vay«^-a»cl  Gdd  send  it  loight  be  a  re- 
seniUance  !" 

<'  I  uodevstand  yout  Atotei  Keroegity,"  said  Alice^ 
<  bill. I  em  no  fi^y  to  bestow^as  those  do  in  tbe  nursery 
tttleS)  gifis  wbiob  ProFidenoe  has  denied.  I  am  woomos 
enougn  to  baveaiAde  inquiries. on  tbe  subject,  and  I  know 
die  general  report  is,  tbftt  tbe  King,  to  bare  been  the  son 
of  suob  baodsome  parents,  i»  unusualfy  hard-lavoured." 

''  Good  God,  sitter  !"  said  Albert,,  starting  mpftlieBt- 
ly  from  bis  seat. 

^  Wby,  you:  yourself  told  me  so,"  stud  Aliee,  aar^ 
prised  ait  tbe  eaAotio»  be  testified  ;  *^  and  you  said--     ■  ** 

^<  Tbisisifitolerable,"  nautteved  Albert-^'M  mtist  out 
to  speik  Wilb  Jooelia^  without  delay .« — Louts,"  (with  ai^ 
impbriog  look  to  Kensreguy,)  '^  you  will  surely  cone 
wilib  me  ?" 

'<  I  would  v^ith'  att  aiy  heart,"  said  Keroieguy,  soaifii^ 
flaaticiotisly  ;  "  but  you  see  how  I  su&r  sttU  from  lame«- 
ness. — Nay,  nay,  Albert,"  be  whispered,  resisting  young 
Leei'sattemiMtsteprevail  oa  bim^  to  leave  the  roona,  ^*  ean 
rou  suppose  I  am  fool  enough  to  be  hurt  by  this  ? — on 
fbe  eontrary,  I  bare  a  desire  of  profiting  by  it." 

<<  May  God  giwnt  it  !"  said  Lee  to  himself,  as  he  left 
die  room^-^^  it  Will  be  die  first  teoture  you  e«er  profited 
kf  ;»  and  the  devil  confound  tbe  pbts  and  plotters  who 
aradb  nie  bring  you  to  tbis:  plaoe  !"  So  saying,  be  oar** 
tied  his  diseontent  finrtb  into  the  Parlu 


y/ilh  aiire»trtfiae<i  loose  cdoipajiioiis ; 
While  he,  young;,,  wanton,  and  eflfemmate  boj^ 
l^akes  op  the  point  of  honour,  to  nipport 
Bouumute  a  tt&if. 

The  converi^atio^  wbicfa  Albert  bad  uji  vajo,  endeaTour- 
dd  to  ioteri;upt,  flo^d  oo,  ia  the  same  course  after  he 
b^d  left  t)ie  rooco.  It  eatertatned  Liouis  Kerneguy ;  foi 
p^rsc^al  vaoitj^y^or  ap,  over  sensitiveness  to  deserved  re- 
proofs  were..Aq^  aoiong  the  faults  of  his  character,  waA 
were  wde^  in<x>iQpatibie  wstb  An  understandiAg,  which, 
co04)i4ied  viith.  more  strength  oif  principle,  steadiness  of 
e;se^rtL9ii,iand  self-^eniaV might  hav«  placed  Cbiarle^  high 
op.  tbi^  lisl^  o£  Bng^h  u^iomai^chs.  On  the  other  band. 
Sir  Henry  listened  with  .natural  delight  to  thepoble.  senti- 
ment^ uttered  by  a  being  so  beloved  sus  his  daughter. 
His  owii)  parts  were  jratber  steady  dian  brjlHaox  ^  and  h^ 
bad  fh'dt  sj^cie^  of  iviaglnation  which  13  not  easily  ex» 
cjted,  w.^bpu,t  the  actiop  of  anothei:,  as  the  electrical  globe 
(O^y  ^Qi9li]]ate^  wh(^^  rubbedi  a^inst  its-  CMsbioo*  He 
w^s  well  pleaded,;  therefoire,  whea  Kerneguy  pur^sued  the 
eQ9^er^aji^«  by  observing  that  ]!i|i$tres3  Alice  Lee  bad 
i^t  explained  how  the  «Qme  good  fairy  that  conferred 
morsel  qualities„c0uhl  not,  mlso  remove  corporeal  blemishes* 

^^  You  mistafce,  sir,"  said  Alice,  "  I  confer  nothing* 
t  c^  but  c^tte^npt  ta  paint  om  Kiiig  such,  as  I  hope  he  is-^ 
such  as  I  am  $ui?e  he  may  be,,  should  be  himself  desire  to 
\m  so.  The  same  general  peport,  which  speaks  of  his 
couiUienance  as  unprepossessipg^  describes  his  talents  as 
b^inj;  of  the  first  order.  He  bas^  therefore,  the  means 
of  a,i;ri«  ig.at  excellence,  should  he  cultivate  them  sed- 
ulously and  employ  them   usefully— should  he  rule  hii 
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passions  and  be  guided  bj  bis  understanding.  Ever} 
good  man  cannot  be  wise ;  but  it  is  in  the  power  of  every 
Vise  man,  if  be  pleases,  to  be  as  eminent  for  virtue  as  for 
talent." 

Young  Kerneguy  rose  bri^y,  and  took  a  turn  through 
the  room  ;  and  ere  the  Knight  could  make  any  observa- 
tion on  the  singular  vivacity  in  which  he  had  indulged, 
he  threw  himself  again  into  his  chair,  and  said,  in  rather 
an  altered  tone  of  voice— "It  seems,  then.  Mistress. 
Alice  Lee,  that  the  good  friends  who  have  described  tikis 
poo^^King  to  you,  have^  been  as  unfavourable  in'  their 
account  of  his  morals  as  of  his  person  ^" 

"  The  truth  must  be  better  known  to  you,  sir,'*  said 
Alice,  "  than  it  can  be  to  me.  Some  rumours  there 
have  been  which  accuse  him  of  a  license,  which,  what- 
ever allowance  flatterers  make  for  it,  does  not,  to  say 
the  least,  become  the  son  of  the  Martyr — ^I  ^all  be 
happy  to  have  these  contradicted  on  good  authority." 

"  I  am  surprised  at  your  folly,"  said  Sir  Henry  Lee, 
*'  m  hinting  at  such  things,  Alice  ;  a  pack  of  scandal 
invented  by  the  rascals  who  have  usurped  the  govern- 
ment— a  thing  devised  by  the  enemy." 

"  Nay,  sir,"  said  Kerneguy,  laughing,  "  we  must  not 
let  our  zeal  charge  the  enemy  with  more  scandal  than 
they  actually  deserve.  Mistress  Alice  has  put  the  ques- 
tion to  me.  I  can  only  answer,  that  no  one  can  be  more 
devotedly  attached  to  the  King  than  I  myself, — that  I  am 
very  partial  to  his  merits  and  blind  to  his  defects  ; — and 
that,  in  short,  I  would  be  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  give 
up  his  cause  where  it  was  tenable.  Nevertheless,  I  must 
confess,  that  if  all  his  grandfather  of  Navarre's  morals 
have  not  descended  to  him,  this  poor  King  has  somehow 
inherited  a  share  of  the  specks  that  were  thought  to  dim 
the  lustre  of  that  great  Prince — that  Charles  is  a  little 
soft-heartedj  or  so,  where  beauty  is  concerned. — Do  not 
bl^me  him  too  severely,  pretty  Mistress  Alice  ;  when  a 
man's  hard  fate  has  driven  him  among  thorns,  it  were 
surely  hard  to  prevent  him  from  trifling  with  the  few  roses 
he  may  find  among  rhem  ?" 
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Alice,  who  probably  thought  the  conreraation  had 
gone  far  enough,  rose  while  Master  Kemeguy  was  speak- 
ing, and  was  leaving  the  room  before  he  had  finished, 
without  apparently  bearing  the  interrogations  with  which 
he  concluded.  Her  father  approved  of  her  departure, 
not  thinking  the  turn  which  Kemeguy  had  given  to  the 
discourse  altogether  fit  for  her  presence  ;  and,  desirous 
civilly  to  break  off  the  conversation,  "  I  see,*'  he  said, 
^'  this  is  about  the  time  when,  as  Will  says,  the  household 
affairs  will  call  my  daughter  hence  ;  I  will  therefore 
challenge  you,  young  gentleman,  to  stretch  your  limbs 
in  a  little  exercise  with  me,  either  at  single  rapier,  or 
rapier  and  poniard,  back-sword,  spadroon,  or  your  na- 
tional weapons  of  broad-sword  and  target ;  for  aU,  or 
any  of  which,  1  think  we  shall  find  implements  in  the 
hall.'' 

It  would  be  too  high  a  distinction.  Master  Kemeguy 
said,  for  a  poor  page  to  be  permitted  to  try  a  passage 
of  arms  with  a  knight  so  renowned  as  Sir  Henry  Lee, 
and  he  lioped  to  enjoy  so  great  an  honour  before  he  left 
Woodstock ;  but  at  the  present  moment  his  lameness  con- 
tbued  to  give  him  so  much  pain,  that  he  should  shame 
himself  in  the  attempt. 

Sir  Henr}'  then  offered  to  read  him  a  play  of  Sbak- 
speare,  and  for  this  purpose  turned  up  King  Ricliard  il. 
But  hardly  had  be  commenced  with 

**  Old  John  of  Gaunt,  time-hoooured  Lancaster,'' 

when  the  young  gentleman  was  seized  with  such  an  in- 
controllable  fit  of  the  cramp  as  could  only  be  relieved  by 
immediate  exercise.  He  therefore  begged  permission  to 
be  allowed  to  saunter  abroad  for  a  little  while,  if  Sir 
Henry  Lee  considered  he  might  venture  without  danger* 
*'  I  can  answer  for  the  two  or  three  of  our  people  that 
are  still  left  about  the  place,"  said  Sir  Henry  ;  "  and  1 
know  my  son  has  disposed  them  so  as  to  be  ccftistantiy  on 
the  watch.  If  you  hear  the  bell  toll  at  the  Lodge,  I  ad- 
\  ise  you  to  come  straight  home  by  the  way  of  the  King's 
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Oik,  fihiek  ywr  see  in  yonder  ghde  towemg  abo^e  the 
re^  of  the  trees;  We  will  have  some  one  stationed 
there  to  introduee  you  secretly  into  the  house." 

The  page  Vetened  to  diese  cautions  with  ibe  impMieiEice 
of  »  Bcboot«boy,  who,  desirous  of  enjoying  his  holiday, 
hears  wicbout  marknig  the  advice  of  tutor  or  parenfti 
aboit  taking  care  not  to  catch  cold  and  so  Ibrtb. 

The  absence  of  Alice  Lee  had  removed  all  which 
btd  rendered  the  inierior  of  the  Lodge  agreeaUe,  and 
the  mevouriat  young  pi^efled  with  precipitation  flrorfttbe 
exereise  and  amHeement  wbicb  Sir  Henry  bad  proposed. 
He  girded  em  hts  rapier,  and  threw  his  cloak,  or  ratber 
ibtC  whccb  betonged  to  his  borrowed  suit,  aboet  hitn, 
bringing  up  the  bwer  pert  so  as  to  muAe  the  face  awd 
show  (m)y  the  eye^  over  it ;  which  was  a  eommott  WEiy 
of  wearing  them  in  those  days,  both  in  streets,  in  tb^ 
country,  and  in  public  places,  when  men  hild  a  mind  to 
be  private,  and  to  avoid  interruption  from  salutations  awd 
greetings  in  the  raerket^place.  He  hurried  across  the 
open  i^ace  wfaiefa  divided  the  front  of  the  Lodge  from 
the  wood,  with  the  haste  of  a  bird  escaped  from  the 
cage,  which,  though  Joyful  at  its  liberation,  is  i^  the  same 
time  sensible  of  its  need  of  protection  and  shelter.  The 
wood  seemed  to  aibrd  these  to  the  homan  fugitive,  as 
It  might  have  done  to  the  bird  is  question. 

When  under  the  shadow  of  the  branches,  and  within 
the  verge  of  the  forest,  covered  from  observation,  yet 
withtfaepowerofsurveying  the  front  of  the  Lodge,  and  all 
the  open  ground  before  it,  the  supposed  Louis  Kerneguy 
meditated  on  his  escape. 

"  What  an  infliction — to  fence  with  a  gouty  oW  man, 
who  knows  not,  I  dare  say,  a  trick  of  the  sword,  which 
wae  not  fkmiliar  in  the  days  of  old  Vincent  Savioto  ! 
or,  as  a  change  of  misery,  to  hear  him  read  one  of 
those  wildernesses  of  scenes  which  the  English  call  a 
plafy,  from  prologue  to  epilogue — ^from  Enter  the  first  to 
the  final  Exeunt  omnes — an  unparalleled  horror — a  pen- 
ance which  would  have  made  a  dungeon  darker  and 
added  dullness  even  to  Wooddtock." 


Here  hm  sloppy  wmi  looked  around,  theft  coBlinued 
MeiiMditati«]&«*««*'  So  tben»  it  was  here  that  the  gay  oM 
Nemmo  secluded  his  firecigr  mistreas-^I  wairant,.  wttheui 
kaeing  seen  her,  thai  Roearaood  CUfibrd  was  never  baU» 
so  heodsooie  as  that  lovely  Alice  Lee.  And  what  a  soul 
there  is  in  the  girl's  eye  !— »«with  what  abandonment  of 
all  reif^ecDBy  save  that  expressing  the  interest  of  the  mo- 
■seat,  she  poured  forth  her  tide  of  enthusiasan  !  Were 
I  ta  be  long  here,  in  spifte  of  prudence,  and  half-a-dosen 
very  venerable  obstacles  besnies,  I  should  be  tempted  to 
try  to  reconcile  her  to  the  indiffereot  visage  of  this  same 
hard-favoured  Prince.— Hard-favoured  ?  it  is  a  kind  of 
treason  for  one  who  pretends  tx»  so  mueb  lojralty,  to  say 
so  of  the  Kill's  features^  and  in  ny  mind  deserves  pon- 
ishmeBt«— *Ah,  pretty  Mistress  Alice  !  many  a  Mistress 
Alice  before  you  has  made  dveodful  exelamalificis  on  the 
irregularities  of  roankindy  and  the  wiohedaess  of  the 
age,  and  ended  by  beang  glad  to  look  out  for  apologies 
for  their  own  share  in  them.  But  then  her  f&ther«-^the 
stout  old  cavalier— my  iiither'a  oM  friend-«**shouU  such 
ft  Ihio^  befall,  it  would  break  his  heairt.*'^Break  a  pud- 
diagVend'-^he  has  mote  seooe*  If  I  give  hb  grandson 
ai  title  t»  ^pnrter  the  arms  o{  England,  what  mailer  if  a 
bar  simslor  is  drawn  aeros»lheai?«^<Pshaw  I  far  from  an 
abatsmcat,  it  is  a  point  of  adklilba«^the  heralds  m  their 
neat  visitation  will  place  him  ingher  in  ifae  soft  for  itv 
Then,,  ii  he  did  wince  a  Uttle  at  fivst,  does  not  the  old 
ttaiioi  deserve  it  .^— -first,  for  his  disloyii  fnteatioa  of 
ponebiiigniine  anointed  body  black  and  Mae  wiih  hie  vile 
foilo**^and  secondly,  his  afrodous  complm  widi  Witt 
Skabapeara^  a  feUkm  as  nwicb  out  of  date  as  himself,  to 
road  tme  to  death  witk  five  acis  of  an  historical  play,  or 
cfaffodieio,  ^  being  the  piteoue  Life  and  Death  of  Richard 
the  S^bobmI  r  Odd»«$dtt  ray  own  life  is  piteous  enough, 
asl\tiiiak  ;  sad  my  dcelki may  noaksh  it,  for  aught  i  see 
coadiag  yet^  Ak,  but  then;  the  brotber**^my  friend— my 
gasde^+^flijr  gaaa^^So  far  a^ this  Ktlle  pibposed  intrigue 
coaaaaag  hirov  such  practising  wmiMi  be  thought  not  quite 
Ur^     Baft  your  bounciki^t  swaggering,  revengeful  broth 


68  \r0009T9CK4 

ers  exist  only  on  the  theatre.  Your  dire  reirmge,  with 
which  a  brother  persecuted  a  poor  feliow  who  had  se« 
duced  his  sister,  or  been  seduced  by  her,  as  the  case 
might  be,  as  relentlessly  as  if  he  had  trodden  on  his  toes 
without  making  an  apology,  is  entirely  out  of  fashion, 
since  Dorset  killed  the  Lord  Bruce  many  a  long  year 
since. ^  Pshaw  !  when  a  King  is  the  offender,  the  bravest 
man  sacrifices  nothing  by  pocketing  a  little  wroag  which 
he  cannot  personally  resent.  And  in  France,  there  is 
not  a  noble  house,  where  each  individual  would  not  cock 
his  hat  an  inch  higher,  if  they  could  boast  of  such  a  left- 
handed  alliance  with  the  Grand  Monarque." 

Such  were  the  thoughts  which  rushed  through  the 
mind  of  Charles,  at  his  first  quitting  the  Lodge  of  Wood- 
stock, and  plunging  into  the  forest  that  surrounded  it. 
His  profligate  logic,  however,  was  not  the  result  of  his 
natural  disposition,  nor  received  without  scruple  by  his 
sound  understanding.  It  was  a  train  of  reasoning  wliicb 
be  had  been  led  to  adopt  from  his  too  close  intimacy 
with  the  witty  and  profligate  youth  of  quality  by  whom 
he  had  been  surrounded.  It  arose  from  the  evil  commu- 
nication with  Villiers,  Wilmot,  Sedley,  and  others,  whose 
genius  was  destined  to  corrupt  that  age,  and  the  Monarch 
on  whom  its  character  afterwards  came  so  muditodepend 
Such  men,  bred  amidst  the  license  of  civil  war,  and  with* 
out  experiencing  that  curb  which  in  ordinary  times  the 
authority  of  parents  and  relations  imposes  upon  the  head- 
long passions  of  youth,  were  practised  in  every  species 
of  vice,  and  could  recommend  it  as  well  by  precept  as 
by  example,  turning  into  pitiless  ridicule  ail  those  nobler 
feelings  which  withhold  men  from  gratifying  lawless  pas- 
sion. The  events  of  the  King's  life  had  also  favoured 
his  reception  of  this  Epicurean  doctrine.  He  saw  him-* 
self,  with  the  highest  claims  to  sympathy  and  assistance^ 
coldly  regarded  by  the  Courts  which  he  vii^ted,  rather  as 
a  permitted  suppliant,  than  an  exiled  Monarch.  He  be- 
held his  own  rights  and  clairgs  treated  with  scorn  and  in- 
fltfference  ;  and,  in  the  same  proportion,  be  was  recoo- 
ciied  to  the  hard-hearted  and  selfish  course  of  dissipation 


vrbich  promised  bira  immediate  indulgence.^  If  this  wbb 
obtained  at  the  expense  of  the  happiness  of  others,  should 
be  of  all  men  be  scrupulous  upon  the  subject,  since  he 
treated  others  only  as  the  world  treated  him  ? 

But  although  the  foundations  of  this  unhappy  system 
bad  been  laid,  the  Prince  was  not  at  this  early  period  so 
fully  devoted  to  it  as  he  was  found  to  have  become,  when 
a  door  was  unexpectedly  opened  for  his  restoration. 
On  the  contrary,  though  the  train  of  gay  reasoning  which 
we  have  above  stated,  as  if  it  had  found  vent  jp*  uttered 
language,  did  certainly  arise  in  his  mind,  as  tnat  which 
would  have  been  suggested  by  bis  favourite  counsellors 
on  such  occasions,  he  recollected  that  what  might  be  pas- 
sed over  as  a  peccadillo  in  France  or  the  Netherlands,  or 
turned  into  a  diverting  novel  or  pasquinade  by  the  wits  of 
hi|^wn  wandering  Court,  was  fikely  to  have  the  aspect 
of  horrid  ingratitude  and  infamous  treachery  among  the 
English  gentry,  and  would  inflict  a  deep,  perhaps  an 
incurable  wound  upon  his  interest,  among  the  more 
aged  and  respectable  part  of  his  adherents.  Then  it 
occurred  to  him— ^for^his  own  interest  did  not  escape 
him,  even  in  this  niode  of  considering  the  subject — that 
he  was  in  the  power  of  the  Lees,  father  and  son,  who 
were  always  understood  to  be  at  least  sufficiently  punc- 
tilious on  the  score  of  honour  :  and  if  they  should  sus- 
pect such  an  affront  as  his  imagination  had  conceived, 
they  could  be  at  no  loss  to  find  means  of  the^most  ample 
revenge,  either  by  their  o\*n  bands,  or  by  those  of  the 
ruling  faction. 

"  The  risk  of  re-opening  the  fatal  window  at  White- 
hall, and  renewing  the  tragedy  of  the  Man  in  the  Mask, 
were  a  worse  penalty,''  was  his  final  reflection,  *^  than 
the  old  stool  of  the  Scottish  penance ;  and  lovely  though 
Alice  Lee  is,  I  cannot  afford  to  intrigue  at  such  a  haz- 
ard. So,  farewell,  pretty  maiden  !  unless,  as  sometimes 
has  happened,  thou  hast  a  humour  to  throw  thyself  at  thy 
King's  feet,  and  then  I  am  too  magnanimous  to  refuse 
thee  my  protection. — Yet,  when  I  think  of  the  pale  clay- 
cold  figure  of  the  old  man,  as  he  lay  last  night  extended 


Btefore  um,  foi  lawgiBe  ibe  fury  of  Albert  Lee  ni(Pf% 
^th  impittMoce,  his  hand  ob  a  w?ofd  which  only  his  loy- 
alty pveveots  btm  froiB  pluDging  into  bis  sovereigD's  heart, 
-—nay,  the  picture  is  too  borrihlie  !— ^Charles  ouist  for 
ei^er  ochwige  bis  name  to  Joseph,  even  if  he  were  strong- 
ly templed  ;  which ^ may  Fortune  in  mercy  prohibit!" 
To  speak  the  truth  of  a  Prince,  more  unfortunate  in 
his  early  companions,  and  the  callousness  which  he  ac- 
quired by  bis  juf  enile  adventures  and  irregular  mode  of 
Kfe,  than  in  bis  natural  disposition,  Charles  came  the 
more  readily  to  this  wise  conclusion,  because  be  was  by 
no  means  subject  to  those  violent  and  engrossii^  passi- 
ions,  to  gratify  which  the  world  has  been  thought  well 
lost.  His  amours,  like  many  of  the  present  day,  were 
rather  matters  of  habit  and  fashion,  than  of  passio^  and 
aflbetion  ;  and,  in  comparing  himself  in  this  respeq[^  to 
his  gnm^fatber  Henry  IV.,  he  did  neither  his  ancestor 
nor  himself  perfect  justice.  He  was,  to  parody  the 
words  of  a  bard,  himself  actuated  by  the  stormy  passionn 
which  an  in^igner  often  only  simulates,—* 

None  of  those  who  loved  sakindly, 
None  of  those  who  loved  lo  Uiadlj.— 

An  amour  was  with  him  a  matter  of  amusement,  a  regu- 
lar consequence,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  of  the  ordinary 
course  of  things  in  society.  He  was  not  at  the  trouble 
to  practise  seductive  arts,  because  he  had  seldom  found 
occasion  to  niake  use  of  them  ;  his  high  rank,  and  the 
profligacy  of  part  of  the  female  society  with  which  he 
had  mingled,  rendering  them  unnecessary.  Added  to 
this,  he  had,  for  the  same  reason,  seldom  been  crossed  by 
the  obstinate  intecference  of  relations,  or  even  of  hu2> 
bands,  wbo  had  generally  seemed  not  unwilling  to  suffer 
such  matters  to  take  their  course. 

So  that,  notwithstanding  his  total  looseness  of  piuici- 
ple,  and  systematic  disbelief  in  the  virtue  of  women  and 
the  honour  of  men,  as  connected  with  the  character  of 
their  female  relatives,  Charles  was  not  a  person  to  have 
studiously  introduced  disgrace  into  a  family,  where  a  coa 


411M  m0bl  bMr«  bfM  vMei>%  4imHit»(J»  MMecl  with 
ii&cvkfit  «Bd  i^^DBfooMd  v^  gM#ml  lUaiMii^  noi  to 
nHiPtioo  the  excitation  of  all  fiercer  paasiooa  againat  the 
author  of  the  scaoM. 

But  ibe  danger  of  the  King's  society  consisted  m  Ms 
being  OHich  of  an  ynbebaver  in  the  ejcisteoee -o^  such 
cases  as  w^re^ikaly^abe  ewbitta^dhy^emonfeoRiibe  fmi 
of  the  piiocipal  vicUoa,  or  reodened  perilous  by  the  violeot 
resentment  of  her  eooneotkuns  er  relati¥ea.  He  had  even 
already  found  such  things  treated  on  the  contioeDt  as  mat- 
ters of  ordinary  occurrence,  subject,  in  all  cases  where 
a  man  of  high  influence  was  concerned,  to  an  easy  ar- 
rangement; and  he  was  reaUy,  generally  speaking,  scep- 
tical on  the  subject  of  severe  virtue  in  either  sex,  and  apt 
to  consider  it  as  a  v«ii  aasumed  by  pr^ider/tp  women,  and 
hypocrisy  in  men,  to  extort  »  higher  i^watd  for  tbetr 
comptiaQce* 

While  we  are  4isc|]s3ing  the  charActer  of  his  disposi^^- 
tion  to  gallantry,  Ibe  W^M^derer  was  conducted^  by  the 
walk  he  had  cboseo,  througii  several  whimsical  turns^ 
until  at  last  it  brought  him  under  the  windows  of  Victor 
Lice's  apartment,  wheve  be  descried  Alice  watering  and 
arranging  some  flowers  placed  on  the  Oriel  window, 
which  was  easily  accessible  by  daylight,  althoi^h  at  nigbi 
be  had  found  it  a  dlingerous  attempt  to  scale  it.  But  not 
Alice  only,  her  father  also  showed  himself  near  the  win<- 
dow,  and  beckoned  him  4ip.  The  family  party  seemed 
now  more  promising  than  before,  and  the  fiigitive  Prince 
was  weary  of  playing  battledore  and  shuttlecock  with  his 
conscience,  and  much  disposed  to  let  matters  go  as 
chance  should  determine. 

He  climbed  lightly  up  the  broken  ascent,  and  was  read- 
ily welcomed  by  the  old  SjHgbt,  who  held  activity  in 
high  honour.  Alice  also  seemed  glad  to  see  the  lively 
and  interesting  young  man  ;  and  by  her  presence,  and 
the  unaffected  mirth  vfixh  which  she  enjoyed  his  saUies, 
he  was  animated  to  display  those  qualities  of  wit  and 
humour,  which  nobody  possessed  in  a  higher  degree. 
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His  satire  delighted  die  old  gentleman,  who  laagfaed 
till  his  eyes  ran  over,  as  he  heard  the  yputh,  whose  claims 
to  his  respect  he  little  dreamed  of,  amusing  him  with 
successive  imitations  of  the  Scotti#  Presbyterian  cler- 
gymen, of  the  proud  and  poor  Hidalgo  of  the  North,  of 
the  fierce  and  overweening  pride  and  Celtic  dialect  of 
the  mountain  chief,  of  the  slow  and  more  pedantic  Low- 
lander,  with  all  of  which  his  residence  in  Scotland  had 
made  him  familiar.  Alice  also  laughed  and  applauded, 
amused  herself,  and  delighted  to  see  that  her  father  wasr 
so;  and  the  whole  party  were  in  the  highest  glee,  vvlieit 
Albert  Lee  entered,  eager  to  find  Louis  Kemeguy,  and 
to  lead  him  away  to  a  private  colloquy  with  Doctor 
Rocheclifie,  whose  zeal,  assiduity,  and  wonderful  pos- 
session of  inibrmation,  had  constituted  4iim  their  master- 
pilot  in  those  difficult  times. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  introduce  the  reader  to  die  minute 
particulars  of  their  conference.  The  information  obtain- 
ed was  so  far  favourable,  that  die  enemy  seemed  to  have 
had  no  intelligence  of  the  King's  route  towards  the  south, 
and  remained  persuaded  that  he  had  made  his  escape 
from  Bristol,  as  had  been  reported,  and  as  had  indeed 
been  proposed  ;  but  the  master  of  the  vessel  prepared 
for  the  King's  passage  had  taken  the  alarm,  and  sailed 
without  his  royal  freight.  His  departure,  however,  and 
the  suspicion  of  the  service  in  which  he  was  engaged, 
served  to  make  the  belief  general,  that  the  King  had 
gone  off  along  with  him. 

But  though  this  was  cheering,  the  Doctor  had  more  un- 
pleasant tidings  from  the  sea-coast,  alleging  great  difficul- 
ties in  securing  a  vessel,  to  which  it  might  be  fit  to  com- 
mit a  charge  so  precious ;  and,  abo^e  all,  requesting  his 
Majesty  might  on  no  account  venture  to  approach  the 
shore,  until  be  should  receive  advice  that  all  the  previous 
arrangements  had  been  completely  settled. 

No  one  was  able  to  suggest  a  safer  place  of  residence 
than  that  which  he  at  present  occupied.  Colonel  Everard 
was  deemed  certainly  not  personally  unfriendly  to  the 
King,  an*  Cromwell,  as  wa^LSupposed,  reposed  in  Eve- 
rard an  unbounded  confidence.     The  interior  presented 


numberless  hiding  places,  and  secret  modes  of  extt| 
koowo  to  DO  one  but  the  ancient  residents  of  the  Lodge 
'— nay,  far  better  to  Rovbecliffe  than  to  any  of  them  ; 
as,  when  Rector  at  the  neighbouring  town,  his  prying 
disposition  as  an  antiquary  had  induced  him  to  make  very 
many  researches  among  the  old  ruins— the  results  of 
which  he  was  beKcTed,  hi  some  tnstances,  to  have  kept 
to  himself. 

To  balance  these  conveniences,  it  was  no  doubt  true, 
that  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners  were  still  at  no 
great  distance,  and  would  be  ready  to  resume  their  au- 
thority upon  the  first  opportunity.  But  no  one  supposed 
such  an  opportunity  was  likely  to  occur  ;  and  all  believ- 
ed, as  the  influence  of  Crofnwell  end  the  army  grew 
more  and  more  predominant,  that  the  disappointed  Com* 
tnissioners  would  attempt  nothing  in  contradictiofi  to  bis 
pleasure,  but  wait  with  patience  an  indemnification  in  some 
ether  quarter  for  their  yacated  commrssions.  Report, 
through  the  voice  of  Master  Joseph  Tomkins,  stated,  that 
Aey  had  determined,  in  the  first  place,  to  retire  to  Ox- 
tbrd,  and  were  makmg  preparations  accordingly.     This 

{iromtsed  stiB  farther  to  insure  the  security  of  Woodstock, 
t  was  therefore  settled  that  the  King,  under  the  character 
of  Louis  Kemeguy,  should  remain  an  inmate  of  the 
Lodge,  until  a  vessel  should  be  procured  for  his  escape, 
at  the  port  which  might  be  esteemed  the  safest  and  most 
convenient. 

7      TOL.  II. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Blend  their  bright  ookMirii^  with  the  Taried  bkMBoni^ 
Their  fieive  e^^  glitJterui^  like  the  8|^iwled  dew-Hh^ 
in  all  so  like  what  nature  has  mosttiamucd^, 
That  sportive  innocence,  wbicli  dbneadi  bIo  ^febk|fefe*, 
Is  pbi^ii'd  nnawlu^s. 

CHJUU.SS  (we  must  Qow«giy«  hijn  ^  qwi^  lisioci^,)  was 
easilj  recoDGUedto  the  oireumsiaiM^eawhiQJb  f^ofij^ie^^  his' 
fesidedtee  at  Woodstock  advisable.  No  doujbt  he  would 
amcfa  rather  have  secured  bis  safety  bj  DpajkiiDg  an  iin« 
mediate  escape  out  of  Eogland  ;  but  he  had  beeb  coo- 
demoed  already  to .  many  ancomftHtable  lur kiiig-|>laces. 
and  more  disi^reeable  disguises,  »  well  as  to  losig  ana 
difficult  jour^^s,  duriag  which,  between  priijj;aiatica} 
officers  of  justice  belongiug  to  the  prevaHifig  piii^^«  aodi 
parties  k>f  soldisers  whose  officers  usually  tfK^iik  op  ^b&ax  ti 
act  on  their  own  warrant,  risk  of  discpver^  liaci  more 
than  once  bectome  y«ry  imminent.  ,  He  was  jjl^d,  there^ 
fore,  of  co^iiparativB  r^ppse,  apd  of  comjpj|ratiya.  safety. 

Then  it  must  be  considered,  thkt  CharleS|^nftll  been 
entirely  reconciled  to  the  society  at  Woc^stojck  ^Shce  he 
had  become  better  acquainted  with  it.  tie  nad  seen, 
that,  to  interest  the  beautiful  Alice,  and  procure  a  great 
deal  of  her  company,  nothing  more  was  necessary  thao 
^  submit  to  the  humours,  and  cultivate  the  intimacy,  oi 
.be  old  cavalier  her  father.  A  few  bouts  at  fencing,  in 
which  Charles  took  care  not  to  put  out  his  more  perfect 
ikill,  and  full  youthful  strength  and  activity — ^the  endu- 
rance of  a  few  scenes  from  Shakspeare,  which  the  Knight 
read  with  more  zeal  than  taste — a  little  skill  in  iiiusic,  in 
which  the  old  man  had  been  a  proficient — the  deference 
paid  ta  a  f^w  pld-fashioned  opinions,  at  which  Charles 


iMgbed  ID  hiB  glosfc  whffc  «IlH9fifficbtit  lo  ^n  lor  tbt 
d^aised  Priaoe  an  interest  m  Sir  Hmmtjf  Leci  tod  to 
ooDCiliftte  in  ao  e^pnl  de^e  *be  food^^l  •of  liis  \oTalf 
daughter. 

N«r^^^^efeitbeiMwoy(mlkg|wk'90tewlM)t)ettM  be  aaid  to 
eommence  ibto  speciea  of  intimacy  with  suob  unequal 
advaotagea.  Gbarlea  waa«  liberlm,  wboi  if  be  did  doI 
IB  cold  bkood  raaoiva  *iifMMi  protecutiag  bid  passioa  lor 
Alice  to  a  disbE»ourable  oonduaion^  vwas  at  evtry  moment 
liable  to  be  provoked  to  attempt  tbe  streng)lb  af  a  virtuey 
in  which  he  was  no  believer.  Then  Alice,  on  ber  parti 
hardly  knew  e^n  what  was  iispiied  by  tbe  word  Ubaitine 
or  seducer.  Her  oiotber  bad  died  early  h  tbe  com* 
flaenoetnaot  of  tbe  Cml  War,  and  she  bad  been  bred  uf 
cfaieiy  wtfa  ber  «brolbar  aMwi  oouaifl ;  so  that  eha  had  M 
unfeaaBg  aad  uasa^cious  fsankMee  of  itntmeri  i»pM 
which  Cbnte  was  not  unwillbg^r  uotikely  to  put  a  owr 
atrootiott  fitvouraUe  to  this  own  vdeivs.  fi^en  Alieef'S 
k^fc  ioar  her  comiiBn' the  fiiett  sensalioB  wfakh  «widieitf 
tbe  moat  ioMOdnt  and  eia^)lewnd  to  feedings  of  sbytieai 
and  irestrainttowarda  the  i»ale  aex  in  genec^U-had  ifittled 
to  eMcite  ^aiicfa  mi  akiiD)  in  Asrbosoinw  Thay  m^0 
aearfy  velirted ; .  and  £?eitaf d«  tbotigh  yo^ng*  was  saverKt 
years  her  elder,  and  had,  from  her  infancy,  been  an  rob«> 
jeot  af  her  dreapeet  as  avail  aa  -of  Jier  mSb!^W^  Vfheo 
this  earljl  and  iebildish  intimaqy  ripened  into  jf0itii6A 
Iovie«  oonfedsad  and  -relAirned,  stiK  it  diiered  m  soam 
ahadasfrom  tbe^aaionf»iustif^ibel9»eeD  lovers  ofigiae)- 
iy  atrangera  to  efltb  eliieir,4HiAil4hei«-iafiiMstk>na^t^  beea 
miied  iii^lie  ocdinary  •oenurae  of  courtship*  Tbeiir  ilova 
was  foodeiv  more  laaMliar,  •moM^iwrfiBetly  <oo»fidenlial** 
purer  loo,  fienkaf»}  and  wore  bm  from  ataiets  of  (pea* 
sbnate  'vkAeHQe^'or  apprehimsiiro  jealoii^y^ 

The  pogdWby^  that  any  o«e  aoidd  have  ^tien^iefl  to 
mal  Ef^nnard  in  ber  .affmiem,  was  «  iriroumatwf»ee  wfakb 
ne^r^ei^rped  to  Abcie ;  and  that  this  jiagular  Scoltidi 
md,  whons  aho  Jaugbed  wilb  on  aoeouait  of  bis  biUBOttrf  ' 
and  lauded  at  lor  kis  f^oeidiaritiea,  shouU  b9  ao  ^lyeol 
of  daa^r  or  of  cautito  never  onee  eolesed  ber  iiBAg- 
iBstioit.      Tbe  tort  of  kitimacy  to  whbb  abe  admittMl 
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Kem^ay  was  the  same  to  whieb  she  tr ould  have  re* 
ceived  a  companion  of  her  own  sex,  whose  manners  she 
4id  not  always  approye,  but  whose  society  she  feund  al<» 
ways  amusing. 

It  was  natural  that  the  freedom  of  Alice  Lee's  conduct. 
Which  lirose  from  the  most  perfect  indifierence,  should 
t)ass  for  something  approaching  to  encouragement  in  the 
toyal  gallant's  apprehension,  and  that  any  resolutions  be 
bad  formed  against  being  tempted  to  viofete  the  hospi 
tality  of  Woodstock,  should  begin  to  totter,  as  opporluni^ 
des  for  doing  so  became  more  frequent. 
"  These  opportunities  were  favoured  by  Albert's  depart'^* 
ure  from  Woodstock  the  very  day  after  his  arriral.  It 
bad  been  agreed  in  full  council,  with  Charles  and  Roch&i^ 
l^lifie,  that  he  should  go  to  visit  bb  uncle  Everard  in  the 
bounty  of  Kent,  and,  by  showing  himself  there,  ob- 
viate any  cause  of  suspicion  which  might  arise  fram  his 
residence  at  Woodstock,  and  remove  any  pr^iext  for 
disturbing  his  father's  family  on  acoeuntof  their  harboar<- 
ing  one  who  bad  been  so  lately  in  arms*  He  had  also  on* 
dertaken,  at  his  own  great  personal  risk,  to  visit  different 

fioints  on  the  sea-coast,  and  ascertain  die  seouri^  of  di^ 
erent  places  for  providing  shipping  for  die  King's  leaving 
Erfigland. 

These  circumstances  were  alike  calculated  to  procure 
the  King's  safety,  and  facilitate  his  escape.  But  Alice 
was  thereby  deprived  of  the  presence  of  her  brother, 
who  would  have  been  her  most  watchful  guardian,  but 
who  had  set  down  the  King's  light  talk  upon  a  former 
deoasion  to  the  gaiety  of  bis  humour,  and  wo»id  have 
tfaiooght  he  had  done  his  sovereign  great  injustice,  bed  he 
seriously  suspected  him  of  such  a  breach  of  hospitality 
as  a  dishonourable  pursuit  of  Alip0  would  have  implied^ 
There  were,  howerer,  two  of  the  household  at  Wood- 
Stock,  who  appeared  not  so  endrely  reconciled  with  Louis 
Kemeguy,  or  his  purposes.  The  one  was  Bevis,  who 
seemed,  from  their  first  unfriendly  renoounter,  to  have 
kept  up  a  pique  against  their  new  guest,  wMch  no  ad^ 
vances  on  the  part  of  Charles  were  able  to  soften.  If 
the  page  was  by  chance  left  alone  with  his  youi>^  mis^ 
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4Mi^BeVis  ebose  always  to  be  of  the  party ;  came  dose 
by  Alice's  eh»ktf  and  growled  audibly  when  the  gallant 
drew  Dear  her.  *^  It  is  a  pity >"  said  the  disguised  Prince, 
^'  that  your  Bevis  is  not  a  bull-dog,  that  we  might  dub  bico 
a  roundhead  at  once. — He  is  too  bandsomey  too  noble, 
too  aristocratic^  to  nourish  those  inhospitable  pr^udicea 
against  a  poor  houseless  cavalier.  I  am  convinced  the 
spirit  of  Pyoi  or  Hampden  has  transmigrated  into  the 
rogue,  and  continues  to  demonstrate  his  batred  againsC 
royalty  and  all  its  adherents." 

Alice  would  then  reply,  that  Bevis  was  loyal  in  word 
and  deed,  and  only  partook  her  father's  prejudices  against 
the  Scots,  which,  she  could  not  but  acknowledge,  were 
tolerably  strong. 

^'  Nay,  then,"  said  the  supposed  Louis,  ^'  I  must  find 
some  other  reason,  for  I  cannot  allow  Sir  Bevis's  resent^- 
ment  to  rest  upon  naUonal  antipathy.  So  we  will  sup*- 
pose  that  some  gallant  cavalier,  who  wended  to  the  wara 
and  never  returned,  baa  adopted  this  shape  to  look  ba^ 
upon  the  baums  he  left  so  unwillingly,  and  is  jealous  ^ 
seeing  even  poor  Louis  Kerneguy  drawing  near  to  tbea 
lady  of  his  lost  afiections." — He  approached  her  chair,  as 
he  spoke,  and  Bevis  gave  one  of  his  deep  growls. 

'*  In  that  case^  you  Imd  best  keep  your  distance,"  said 
Alices  laughing^  '^  for  the  bite  of  a  dog,  possessed  by  the 
f  host  of  a  jealous  kiver,  cannot  be  very  safe."  And  th^ 
King  carried  on  the  dialogue  in  the  same  strain,  which, 
while  it  led  Alice  to  apprehend  nothing  more  serious  thao 
.he  apish  gallantry  of  a  fantastic  boy,  certainly  induced 
wbe  supposed  Louis  Kerneguy  to  think  that  he  bad  made 
one  of  those  conquests  wtuch  often  and  easily  fall  to  the 
share  of  sovereigns.  Notwithstanding  the  aeuteness  of 
his  apprehension,  he  was  not  sufficiently  aware  that  the 
Royal  Road  to  female  favour  is  cmly  open  to  monarchs 
when  they  travel  in  grand  costume,  and  that  when  they 
woo  incognito^  their  path  of  courtship  is  liable  u  the 
same  windings  and  obstacles  which  obstruct  the  course  * 
of  private  individuals. 
7*     voi#.  II. 


Tbeiw  was^  besides  Biei4r,  tttiellier'  mtwfci  ef  «be  !!■► 
ify,  wlio  kept  ft  fook-out  upon  Leiiis  KerBegoy,  amI-  wUi 
no  frietidHf  eye.  Phosbe  MtyScMPePy  thougb  her  exptri- 
«fiee  exieodhed  not  beyend  the  sphere  of  ik%  TvileKge,  yet 
knew  tlie  werid  much  better  tbcnr  ber  inistreM,  afi^  be* 
•Mes  sbe^as  frre  yews  older.  IMore  kaevring,  the  ipm 
mere  suspleiou^.  She  tbougbt  thtft  eM-leelniig  Seocffb 
^ey  mede  more  i>p  to  bef  ywamg  mkitrees  thett  was  pr^ 
per  lor  his  oendkieii  ef  Kfe^^  ami,  moreover,  that  AUot 
gave  him  a  little  more  enoouragetnenl  than  Partbepia 
^PMwrid  have  aAirded  t&  any  suob  Jaek'^a^dandy,  io  the 
eibseaee  of  Afga|Li8--fer  the  velmne  itneattiig  of  ^  ioves 
•f  these  celebrated^  Area^Kans  was  ibes  tbe  ftfoufite  stod^ 
of  swains  aod  damsels  throughout  merry  EBglaud.  En* 
•anaMng  such  suspieieee,,  Pbcsbe  was  al  a  loe?  bow  to 
eoAChict  iierself  on  tbe  oeeairioa,  aod  yet  resolved,  she 
tuould  noteeetbe  sligbteaHebaiieeef  the  e/nune  of  Colo- 
<ie(  Everavd^  tr«e  love  belag  ebstrueted^  wMieut  aiUcnapH 
iiig  a  remedy.  She  bad  a  peouiiar  fiivoiw  for  MMPkhaai 
fcerselF ;  and,  moreover,  be  was^  aeeordiag  to  her  pbra^ 
«s  handsome  asid  perarMiaMe  a  yeong  mao  us  wae  m  Os» 
^brdebire  f  and  this  flkottisfa  seaveopow  wae  no  naor^  le 
be  compared  to^  bhn  than  chalk  was  te  cbeeee.  And  yel 
ebe  allowed  that  lifa3ter  GinA^  bed  a.  woodevAiJly  well- 
ejled  iongee,  aed  thai  sneb  gallants  were  not  ta  bedOi- 
ipised.  Whet  ^as  to  be  dMef«*-8be  bad  ne.fci^  te 
eflbr,  ooly  vague  suspicioo  |  end  wae  afraid  to  speak  le 
ller  mblress,  wbo^e  kindness^  g'eiil  es  it  was,  did  not, 
ttevenbefess,  eneoivaie  ANnofifian^. 

She  sounded  Joeeline  ^  h.nt  he  was,  she  knew  ik^  whgr 
so  deeply  interested  about  this  onhiekgF'kd,  and  heMlus 
mportanee  eo  4iigb,  tbail  ebe  eould  om^  bo  tropresBioB 
en  him^.  To  speak  4o  tlie  oM  kni^bi,  would  ibave  been 
to  raise  a  genertl  tempest.  The  wevthy  chaplain,  fvfae 
was  at  Woodsloek  ^rand  referee  on  all  disputed  mam^ni^ 
would  have  been  the  darasei^s  most  natural  resource,  fer 
be  was  peaeefiilae  weU  aemoral  by  prefesskm,  awlpoGtie 
by  practice.  But  it  happened  he  bad^given  Phosbe  u|ii»- 
tentional  offence  by  speaking  of  her  under  the  classical 


T» 

epUict  of  AviiktffUtJii)  die  vMfkffkfm^  mAe  owler* 
stood  it  not,  she  held  herself  bound  to  resent  as  contume- 
lious, tB<l  dieckffiog  she  was  not  Soader  of  a  fiddle  than 
other  folk,  kad  «¥er  siaee  shtHined  all  iotercoufse  with 
Doetov  Rocbecttfe  lebich  she  couU  easily  vfoid. 

itastBt  Tooikkis  was  akrays  comkig  anfl  gaiDg  about 
Ihe  house  txo^&r  Tarions  pretexts ;  but  he  was  a  rouiui^ 
imttdj  $md  9ke  was  too  true  to  Ihe  eavabarslo  introduc* 
any  of  Ae  eaeiBy  as  parties  to  their  iirtemal  discords  ;*-— 
besides,  he  had  talked  to  PhcBbe  beraelf  in  a  manner 
whiel^  indeed  her  to  decline  every  thing  mt  the  shape  ol 
(amtiiarky  >vath  yaa.  Lastly,  Cavaliero  WikUrake  mighl 
have  been  consulted  ;  but  Phcebe  had  berowoieasons 
for  saying,  as  she  did  with  sonae  emphasis,  that  Cayabecoi 
Wildrake  was  an  impudent  London  rake.  At  lesgth  she 
resolved  to  coaamunicate  her  suspicions  to  the  party  bav* 
ing  most  interest  in  verifying  or  conftiting  them. 

<<  FH  let  Master  Markham  Evorard  know,  that  diere  is 
a  wasp  buzaing  about  his  faoney-eomb, ''  said  Pfaodbe  ; 

and,  BMireovFer,  that  I  know  that  this  young  Sootdi 
Scape^grace  shifted  himself  out  of  a  woman's  into  a  man'e 
dreias  at  Goody  Green's,  and  gave  Goody  Green's  Dolly 
a  gold-^pieee  to  say  notfaiag  about  it  ;-*^iind  na  more  she 
did  to  any  one  but  me,  and  she  knows  best  herself 
wlkether  she  gave  change  for  the  gold  or  not— But  Mas* 
ter  Louis  is  a  saucy  jackaoapes,  and  like  enougk  to  ask 
it.*' 

Tbree  or  four  di^s  el^sed  while  matters  continued 
in  this  condition — the  disguised  Prince  soaielimes  tbink« 
ng  on  ihe  kur^e  which  Fortune  seemed  to  have^rown 
b  Ihs  way  for  his  amusem^it,  and  taking  advan4l|e  of 
snob  of^rtunkies  as  occulted  to  increase  his  intimacy 
inlh  Alice  Lee  ;  but  mueb  ofteoer  harassing  Doctor 
Roehecliie  with  questions  about  the  possibility  of  escape 
wUeb  the  good  man  finding  biissejf  unaUe  to  answer 
secured  his  leisure  against  royal  importunity,  by  retreat- 
mg  into  the  various  unexplored  recesses  of  d^  Lodge, 
known  perhaps  only  to  himself,  who  bad  been  for  nearly  a 
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90ore  of  yean  emj^ojed  ki  writbg  the  Wonders  of  Wdod* 
stocli. 

It  chanced  on  the  fourth  day,  that  some  trifling  ctrcum-* 
stance  had  called  the  Knight  abroad  ;  and  lie  had  left  the 
young  Scotsman,  now  familiar  in  the  family,  al6ng  widi 
Alice,  in  the  parlour  of  Victor  Lee.  Thus  situated,  he 
thought  the  time  not  unpropitious  for  entering  upon  ir 
strain  of  gallantry,  of  a  kind  which  might  be  caUed  ex«* 
perimental,  such  as  is  practised  by  the  Croats  in  riLirmish** 
ing,  when  they  keep  bridle  in  hand,  ready  to  attack  the 
enemy,  or  banter  off  without  coming  to  close  quarters,  as 
circumstances  may  recommend.  After  usmg  for  nearly 
ten  minutes  a  sort  of  metaphysical  jargon,  which  might, 
according  to  Alice's  pleasure,  have  been  interpreted 
eidier  into  gallantry,  or  the  language  of  serious  preten* 
sion,  and  when  he  supposed  her  engaged  in  fathoming 
his  meaning,  he  had  the  mortification  to  find,  by  a  single 
and  brief  question,  that  he  had  been  totally  unattended 
to,  and  that  Alice  was  thinking  on  any  thing  at  the  mo^ 
ment  rather  than  the  sense  of  what  iat  bad  been  saying. 
She  asked  him  if  he  could  tell  what  it  was  o'clock,  and 
this  with  an  air  of  real  curiosity  concerning  die  lapse 
of  time,  which  put  coquetry  wholly  out  of  the  question. 

^^  I  will  go  look  at  the  sun-dial.  Mistress  Alice,"  said 
the  gallant,  rising  and  colouring,  through  a  sense  of  the 
contempt  with  which  he  thought  himself  treated. 

"  You  will  do  me  a  pleasure.  Master  Kerneguy,"  said 
Alice,  without  the  lea^  consciousness  of  the  indignation 
she  had  excited. 

M^ter  Louis  Kerneguy  left  the  room  accoi^dingly,  not 
ho\^4llr,  to  procure  the  information  required,  but  to 
vent  his  anger  and  mortification,  and  to  swear,  with  more 
serious  purpose  than  he  bad  dared  to  do  before,  that 
Alice  should,  rue  her  insolence.  Grood-natured  as  he 
was,  he  was  still  a  Prince,  unaccustomed  to  contradiction 
far  less  to  contempt,  and  his  self-pride  felt,  for  the  mo- 
ment, wounded  to  the  quick.  *  With  a  hasty  step  he 
plunged  into  the  Chase,  only  remembering  bis  own  safety 
so  far  as  to  choose  the  deeper  and  sequestered  avenueSj 
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where,  walking  on  with  the  speedy  and  active  step,  wLch 
bis  recovery  from  fatigue  now  permitted  him  to  exercise 
according  to  his  wont,  he  solaced  his  angry  purposes,  by 
devising  schemes  of  revenge  od  the  insolent  country  co* 

![uette,  from  which  no  consideration  of  hospitality  was  in 
uture  to  have  weight  enough  to  save  her. 
The  irritated  gallant  passed 

<'  Tba  diakAoiM,  i^  and  giwn/' 

without  deigning  to  ask  it  a  single  question  ;  nor  could 
it  have  satisfied  his  curiosity  if  he  had,  for  no  sun  hap- 
pened to  shine  at  the  moment.  He  then  hastened  for-^ 
ward,  muffling  himself  in  his  cloak,  and  assuming  a  stoop- 
ing and  slouching  gait,  which  diminished  his  apparent 
height.  He  was  soon  involved  in  the  deep  and  dim 
alleys  of  tfte  wood,  into  which  he  had  insensibly  plunged 
himself,  and  was  traversing  it  at  a  great  rate,  without 
having  any  distinct  idea  in  what  direction  he  was  going, 
when  suddenly  his  course  was  arrested,  first  by  a  loud 
hollo,  and  then  by  a  summons  to  stand,  accompanied  by 
what  seemed  still  more  s  anting  and  extraordinary,  the 
touch  of  a  cane  upon  his  shoulder,  imposed  in  a  good- 
humoured  but  somewhat  imperious  manner. 

There  were  few  symptoms  of  recognition  which  would 
have  been  welcome  at  this  moment ;  but  the  appearance 
of  the  person  who  had  thus  arrested  his  course,  was 
least  ofaJl  that  he  could  have  anticipated  as  timely  or  agree- 
able. When  he  turned,  on  receiving  the  signal,  he  be- 
held himself  close  to  a  young  man,  nearly  six  feet  in 
height,  well  made  in  joint  and  limb,  but  the  gravity  of 
whose  apparel,  although  handsome  and  gentlemanlike, 
and  a  sort  of  precision  in  his  habit,  from  the  cleanness 
and  stiffness  of  bis  band  to  the  unsullied  purity  of  his 
Spanish-leather  shoes,  bespoke  a  fe>ve  of  order  which  was 
foreign  to  the  impoverished  and  vanquished  cavaliers,  and 
proper  to  the  habits  of  those  of  the  victorious  party,  who 
could  afford  to  dress  themselves  handsomely ;  and  whose 
rule — that  is,  such  as  regarded  the  higher  and  more  re- 
spectable classes — enjoined  derenry  and  sobriety  of  garb 
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d  ^eportn^Qt.    There  was  yet  anotber  weight  a^p^ 

^  Pripcp  iq  the  scale»  and  one  still  more  characteristic 
^f  t^i^  Inequality  in  the  comparison^  under  which  h^ 
i^qn^ef)  to  lahoqr.  There  was  strength  in  the  musculac 
(^rpi^  pf  t^^^tianger  who  had  brought  nim  to  this  involua- 
lary  parley,  authority  and  determination  in  his  brow^  a 
long  rapier  on  the  left,  and  a  poniard  or  dagger  on  the  right 
side  of  his  belt,  and  a  pair  of  pistols  stuck  into  it,  which 
would  have  beep  sufficient  to  gire  the  unknown  the  ad- 
raatage,  (Lonb  Kerneguy  having  no  weapon  but  hi; 
sw£ifd|)  9V^  bSd  hi3  personal  strength  approached  near-* 
jsr  thaa  it  did.  to  that  of  the  person  by  whom  be  was  tbu^ 
siiddenty  stopped. 

Bitterly  regretting  the  thoughtless  fit  of  passion  tba^ 
Orougjbt  hijfn  into  his  present  situation,  but  especially  th^ 
want  of  the  pistols  he  had  left  behind,  and  wftich  do  sq 
much  tP  pl^pe  bodily  strength  and  weakness  upon  an  equa^} 
foQtmg,  Charles  yet  availed  himself  of  the  courage  and 
presence  of  ndind,  in  which  few  of  his  unfc^uoate  family 
had  for  c^n^uries  been  deficiem.  He  stood  firm  and  withrr 
out  noQtion,  his  cloak  still  wrapped  round  the  k>wer  part 
of  bis  &ce)  to  give  time  for  explanation,  in  case  he  w^ 
mistaken  for  some  other  person. 

This  coolneiss  produced  its  efifect ;  ibr  the  other  p^rty 
said,  with  doubt  and  surprbe  on  his  part,  '<  Joceline  Jof 
liflb,  is  it  not  ?— *if  I  know  not  Jocelipe  Joliffe,  I  should 
at  least  know  my  own  c)oak," 

^'  I  am  not  Joceline  Jolifie,  as  you  may  see,  air,"  sai4 
Kerneguy,  <mlmly,  drawing  himself  erect  to  show  the 
difference  of  size,  and  dropping  the  cloak  from  his  face 
and  person. 

"  Indeed  I"  replied  the  stranger,  in  surprise  ;  "  then, 
Sir  UnknowQ)  I  have  to  express  my  regret  at  having 
used  mj  ojAne  in  intimating  that  1  wished  you  to  stop 
From  that  dress,  which  I  certainly  recognize  for  my  own 
I  concluded  you  must  be  Joceline,' in  whose  custody  I  bad 
left  my  habit  at  the  Lodge."  • 


^^If  it  bftdl  iMai  ibcelintt,  ar,"  replied  the  supposed 
Kerneguy,  with  perfect  composure,  ^^metbioks  you 
should  not  havie  struck  so  bMfd«" 

The  other  party  was  obviously  confused  by  the  steady 
caltnoess  with  which  be  was  encountered*  The  sense 
of  pofiieoess  dictated,  in  the  first  .place,  aa  apology  for 
a  mistake,  when  he  thought  he  had  been  tolerably  cer- 
^D  of  the  person.  Master  Keroeguy  was  not  in  a 
sttuation  to  Iks  punctilious  ;  he  bowed  gravely,  as  indi- 
eating  bis  aoeeptaace  of  the  excuse  offefed*  then. turned, 
^mi  walked,  as  he  conceived,  towards  the  Lodge ;  though 
he  had  traversed  the  woods^  which  were  cut  with  various 
nilqpa  in  dtfbrent  direolions,  too  hastily  to  be  certain  of 
Ae  n^  eouise  which  he  wished  to  pursue. 

He  ssas  Miwh  embarrassed  to  find  that  this  did  not  get 
biiB  rU  of  the  ooifipaBion  whooi  he  had  thu3  involuntanly 
acquired.  Walked  he  slow,  walked  he  fast,  his  friend  in 
thagentaal  but  puritanic  habit,  strong  in  pnraon^aad  well 
armed,  aa  wn  have  described  him,  seemed  deteroajned  to 
Jteep  Urn  eonipani|r,  and,  without  attem{^g  to  jojn*  or 
enteir  into  eonversation,  never  suffered  him  to  outslrip  his 
survcinance  for  more  than  two  or  three  yards.  The 
Vandecer  mended  his  pace ;  but,  although  he  was  then, 
in  ma  youth,  as  afterwards  in  his  riper  age^  one  of  the 
b«st  walkers  in  Britain,  the  stranger,  without. dVlvancing 
his  pace  to  a  run,  kept  fully  equal  to  him,  and  his  perse^ 
cutioo  became  so  cloae  and  constant,  and  inevitable,  that 
the  pride  and  fear  of  Charles  were  hodi  alarmed,  and  he 
began  to  think  that,  whatever  the  danger  might  be  of  a 
aii^e-banded  renoontre,  he  would  neverthelem  have  a 
better  basgain  of  this  tail  mtellite  if  they  settled  the  de- 
hate  betwixt. them  in  the  forest,  than  if  they  drew  near 
any  place  of  habitabon,  where  the  man  in  authority  was 
iikefy  tOifind  friends  and  concurrence. 

Betwixt  anxiety,  therefore,  vexation  «id  anger,  Charles 
hioed  suddenly  round  on  bis  pursuer,  as  they  reached  a 
small  narrow  glade,  which  led  to  the  little  meadow  over 
whiek  presided  the  King's  Oak,  the  ragged  and  scathed 
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branches  and  gigantic  trunk  of  which  formed  a  vista  to 
the  little  wild  avenue. 

''  Sir,"  said  he  to  his  pursuer,  *'  jrou  have  already 
been  guilty  of  one  piece  of  impertinence  towards  me. 
You  have  apologized  ;  and  knowing  no  reason  why  you 
should  distinguish  me  as  an  object  of  incivility,  I  Jiave 
accepted  your  excuse  without  scruple.  Is  there  any 
thing  remains  to  be  settled  betwixt  us,  which  causes  yo« 
to  follow  me  in  this  manner  i  If  so,  1  shall  be  glad  to 
make  it  a  subject  of  explanation  or  satisfaction,  as  th« 
case  may  admit  of.  I  think  you  can  owe  me  no  malice ; 
for  I  never  saw  you  before  to  my  knowledge.  If  you 
can  give  any  good  reason  for  asking  it,  I  am  willing  to 
render  you  personal  satisfaction.  If  your  purpose  is 
merely  impertinent  curiosity,  I  let  you  know  that  I  will 
not  suffer  myself  to  be  dogged  in  my  private  walks  by 
any  one." 

'^  When  I  recognize  my  own  cloak  on  another  man's 
shoulders,"  replied  the  stranger  dryly,  ^^  methinks  I  have 
a  natural  right  to  follow,  and  see  what  becomes  of  it  $ 
for  know,  sir,  though  I  have  been  mistaken  as  to  the 
wearer,  yet  I  am  confident  I  had  as  good  a  right  to 
stretch  my  cane  across  the  cloak  you  are  muffled  in,  as 
ever  had  any  one  to  brush  his  own  garments.  If,  there- 
fore, we*are  to  be  friends,  I  must  ask,  ibr  instance,  how 
you  came  by  that  cloak,  and  where  you  are  going  with  it  f 
I  shall  otherwise  make  bold  to  stop  you,  as  one  who  has 
sufficient  commission  to  do  so." 

Oh,  unhappy  cloak,  thought  the  Wanderer,  ay,  and 
thrice  unhappy  the  idle  fancy  that  sent  me  here  with  it 
wrapped  around  my  nose,  to  pick  quarrels  and  attrae 
observation,  when  quiet  and  secrecy  were  peculiarly  es 
sential  to  my  safety  ! 

^'  If  you  will  allow  me  to  guess,  sir,"  continued  the 
stranger,  who  was  no  other  than  Markham  Everard,  '<  I 
will  convince  you,  that  you  are  better  known  than  you 
think  for." 

-"  Now,  Heaven  forbid  !"  fM*ayed  the  party  addressed, 
•11  silence,  but  with  as  much  devotion  as  ever  he  applied 
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to  a  prayer  in  bis  life.  Tet  even  in  this  moment  of  ex- 
treme urgency,  his  courage  and  composure  did  not  fail ; 
and  he  recollected  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  not 
lo  seem  startled,  and  to  answer  so  as,  if  possible  to  lead 
the  dangerous  companion  with  whom  he  had  met,  to  con- 
fess the  exteut  of  his  actual  knowledge  or  suspicions 
concerning  him. 

"If  you  know  me,  sir,"  he  said,  "and  are  a  gentle- 
man, as  your  appearance  promises,  you  cannot  be  at  a 
loss  to  discover  to  what  accident  you  must  attribute  my 
wearing  these  clothes,  which  you  say  are  yours/' 

"  Oh,  sir,"  replied  Colonel  Everard,  his  wrath  in  no 
sort  turned  away  by  the  mildness  of  the  stranger's  an- 
swer, "  we  have  learned  our  Ovid's  Metamorphoses,  and 
we  know  for  what  purposes  young  men  of  quality  travel 
in  disguise — we  know  that  even  female  attire  is  resorted 
to  on  certain  occasions-^We  have  heard  of  Vertumnus 
and  Pomona." 

The  Monarch,  as  he  weighed  these  words,  again  utter- 
ed a  devout  prayer,  chat  this  ill-looking  affair  might  have 
uo  deeper  root  than  the  jealousy  of  some  admirer  of  Alice 
Lee,  promising  to  himself,  that,  devotee  as  he  was  to  the 
fair  sex,  he  would  make  no  scruple  of  renouncing  the 
fairest  of  Eve's  daughters  in  order  to  get  out  of  the  pres- 
ent dilemma. 

"  Sir,"  he  said,  "  you  seem  to  be  a  gentleman.  I 
have  no  objection  to  tell  you  as  such,  that  I  also  am  of 
that  class." 

"  Or  somewhat  higher,  perhaps  ?"  said  Everard. 

"  A  gentleman,"  replied  Charles,  "  is  a  term  which 
comprehends  all  ranks  entitled  to  armorial  bearings-— A 
duke,  a  lord,  a  prince,  is  no  more  than  a  gentleman ; 
and  if  in  misfortune,  as  I  am,  he  may  be  glad  if  that 
general  term  of  courtesy  is  allowed  him." 

*•  Sit,"  replied  Everard,  "  I  have  no  purpose  to  entrap 
you  to  any  acknowledgment  fatal  to  your  own  safety. 
Nor  do  I  hold  it  my  business  to  be  active  in  the  arrest  of 
private  individuals,  whose  perverted  sense  of  national 
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4utjr  Biftf  (iiiiie  L^  Ijiom  iatg^  frrorf,  ra^))er  to  bfi  piftec 
than  punished  t^y  oaiidid  men.  But  if  t(iose  who  bave 
brought  ciFJl  war  aad  di^^urba^qce  ipto  their  native  coun 
Cry,  proceed  to  carry  disboaoiir  and  disgrace  into  the  bo- 
som of  families*— if  tbey  attempt  to  carry  on  their  private 
debaucheries  to  the  injury  of  the  hospitable  roofs  which 
afford  them  refuge  from  the  consequences  of  their  public 
crio^Qs,  do  you  think,  my  lord,  that  we  shall  bear  it  with 
patiiBnce  i" 

fVlf  it  is  your  purpose  to  quarrel  with  me,'*  sajd  the 
Prince,  S*  3paa^  it  out  at  Qppe  like  a  gentleman^  You 
tove  tbe  advantage,  na  (foubt,  of  arms,  but  it  is  not  tliat 
odds  which  will  induce  me  to  fly  from  a  single  man*  If^ 
OQ  the  olheir  band,  you  are  disposed  to  hear  reason,  I 
led  you  in  calm  words,  that  I  neither  suspect  (he  offence 
to  which  you  allude,  nor  comprehend  why  you  give  n^ 
Ibe  title  of  my  Lord." 

"  You  deny,  then,  being  the  Lord  Wilruot  ?"  ifaid 
£verard. 

<^  I  may  do  so  most  safely,"  said  the  Prince. 

'^  Perhaps  you  rather  style  yourself  E^arl  of  Roches- 
ter f  We  beard  that  the  issuing  of  some  spch  patent  by 
tbe  King  of  Scots  was  a  step  which  your  ambition  p^q- 


"  Neither  Jord  nor  earl  am  I,  as  sure  as  I  hgLve  a  cbris- 
lian  soul  to  be  saved.     My  name  is- 
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Do  not  degrade  yourself  by  unnecessary  falsehood, 
my  lord  ;  and  that  to  a  single  man,  who,  1  promise  you, 
will  not  invoke  public  justice  to  assist  bis  owogpod  $word 
ibould  he  see  cause  to  use  it.  Cap  you  look  at  tii^tring, 
«nd  deny  that  you  are  Lord  Wilmot  ?" 

:He  handed  to  the  disguised  Prioc^  a  ring  which  ))0 
look  from  his  purse,  and  his  opponent  ipstaptly  knew  it 
for  the  same  he  had  dropped  into  Alice's  pitcher  at  thie 
^oviataiQ,  obeying  only,  diough  impru(^ent]y,  the  gallantry 
of  tbe  moment,  in  giving  a  pretty  gem  tp  a  handsome 
girl,  whom  he  had  accidentally  frightened. 

"  I  know  the  ring,"  he  sa'd  ;  "  it  has  been  in  my  pos- 
session     How  it  should  prove  me  to  be  Lord  Wilmot.  I 
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mifflftf  cqnctHve  ;  Md  beg  to  my,  it  hmn  fidit  wkoMi 
against  roe." 

^<  You  «ball  see  tb«  evidmce/'  aqsiver^d  Evenrd  ; 
^d  f esuming  the  ring,  ba  pff«9aed  a  spring  iiigmoMa^ 
coBif'wed  in  tbe  €oUet  of  tbe  seuiiigy  pn  wbiph  tbe  sumfi 
flew  back,  and  showed  Tvitbin  it  tbe  oipber  pf  iiofd 
Witeiol  beautifuUj  eDgraYidd  io  laioialurey  witb  a  oofORet. 
•rrt^*  YfhfU  jwy  you  now,  air  ?" 

1'  Tb|(t  pfobabiUties  are  qo  proofs,"  said  tbe  Prinee ; 
^Vtb9re  ia  lakotbiog  beve  save  what  eao  be  eaaily  acooqotr 
ed  fov«  I  piQ)  the  so»  of  a  Scouyisb  poblenoan,  whowaa 
nortally  wounded  and  made  prisoner  at  Wor€€St^r  figbt* 
Wbeo  be  took  leave,  and  bid  me  iy,  be  gave  roe  the 
few  ii^hiables  be  poeae^ed,  and  that  among  otbei^  1 
hjave  boMrd  bim  talk  of  bavang  changed  rings  witb  <t'0r4 
Wilmot,  oo  9QmA  occ^sipo  i^  Scotland,  bpt  I  mn^v  \mfm 
tbe  triok  of  tbe  |;em  wbicb  you  have  shown  loe." 

iQthi&jt.miiy  w  neeewury  to  say,  Cbarlea  spoke  very 
truly ;  nor  would  he  have  parted  with  it  in  tbe  way  b«i 
4id9  bed  be  fospoelied  il  would  be  easily  ^eeogoisEied. 
He  proceeded  after  a  acuaMte's  pause :— 'SOnce  more, 
sijr,--?!  bave  told  you  mueb  that  cooceriia  my  safety— 4f 
ypu  are  gQnero*ls,.you  will  let  me  pass,  aod  I  may  do  yPW 
OR  some.fmure  day  is  good  aiffvice.  If  you  meiMi  to 
aiVfeHlmevyou  mu^t  do  so he^e,  wd  a^ yoANr  i^vp  peril, 
for  I  will  neither  walk  farther  your  way,  nor  peripit  yoU 
to  dog  me  on  mine.  If  you  let  me  pass  1  will  thank  you 
—if  not,  take  to  your  weaponJ' 

"  Young  gentleman,"  said  Colonel  Everard,  "  wheth- 
er you  be  actually  the  gay  young  nobleman  for  whom  I 
took  you,  you  have  ix^ade;  ^yue  up^e^^t^in ;  but  intimate  as 
you  say  your  family  has  been  with  him,  I  have  little  doubt 
that  you  ai»  proficient  ia  tbe  sobool  of  debauchery,  of 
which  WBmot  and  Villiers  are  professors,  and  their  hope- 
ful Master  a  graduated  student.  Your  conduct  at  Wqod- 
ftock,  where  you  have  rewarded  the  hospitality  of  the 
fkmily  by  meditating  the  most  deadly  woqnd  to  their  hon- 
our has  proved  you  too  apt  a  scholar  in  such  an  acad- 
emy      i  intended  only  to  warn  you  on  this  subject — it 
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wiH  be  your  own  fault  if  I  add  chaMisement  to  admonn 
tion." 

"  Warn  me,  sir  !*'  said  the  Prince  indignantly,  ^*  and 
chastisement !  This  is  presuming  mOre  on  my  patience 
than  is  consistent  with  your  own  safety— Draw,  sir/'— 
So  saying,  he  laid  his  hand  on  his  sword. 

**  My  religion,''  said  Everard,  ''  forbids  me  to  be  rash 
in  shedding  blood — Go  home,  sir — be  wise— consult  the 
dictates  of  honour  as  well  as  prudence.  Respect  the 
honour  of  the4Iouse  of  Lee,  and  know  there  is  one  near- 
ly allied  to  it,  by  whom  your  motions  will  be  called  to 
severe  account."  ' 

"  Aha !"  said  the  Prince,  with  a  bitter  laugh,  "  I  see  Ac 
whole  matter  now — we  have  our  round-headed  Colonel, 
our  puritan  cousin,  before  us — the  man  of  texts  and 
morals,  whom  AJice  Lee  laughs  at  so  heartily.  If  your 
religion,  sir,  prevents  you  from  givine  satisfaction,  it 
should  prevent  you  from  offering  insult  to  a  person  of 
honour." 

The  passions  of  both  were  now  fully  up— they  drew 
mutually,  and  began  to  fight,  the  Colonel  reKnqui^ing 
the  advantage  he  could  have  obtained  by  the  use  of  his 
fire-arms.  A  thrust  of  the  arm,  or  a  slip  of  the  foot; 
might,  at  the  moment,  have  changed  the  destinies  of 
Britain,  when  the  arrival  of  a  third  party  broke  off  the 
combat. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

Stay— Ibr  the  Kiofj^  hai  thrown  lus  warder  down. 

The  combatants  whom  we  left  engaged  at  the  end  oi 
the  last  chapter,  made  mutual  passes  at  each  other  with 
apparently  equal  skill. and  courage.  Charles  had  beep 
^00  often  in  action,  and  toqlong  a  party  as  well  as  a  victin^ 


lO  eivil  war,  to  find  any  tbing  new  or  surprising  io  being 
obliged  to  defeml  himself  with  his  own  hands ;  and  Eve- 
rard  had  been  distinguished,  as  well  for  bis  personal 
bravery,  as  for  the  other  properties  of  a  commander. 
But  the  arrival  of  a  third  party  prevented  the  tragic  con-' 
dusion  of  a  combat,  m  which  the  success  of  either  party 
must  have  given  him  much  cause  for  regretting  his 
victor/. 

It  was  the  old  Knight  himself  who  arrived,  mounted 
upon  a  forest  jx'nv,  lor  the  war  and  sequestration  had 
lek  tjiiii  lio  steed  oi  a  ujore  dignified  description.  He 
thrust  himself  between  the  combatants,  and  commanded 
them  on  their  lives  to  hold. '  So  soon  as  a  glance  from 
one  to  the  other  had  ascertained  to  him  whom  he  had  to 
deal  with,  he  demanded,  **  Whether  the  devils  of  Wood- 
stock, whom  folk  talked  about,  had  got  possession  of 
tfaeiB  both,  that  they  were  tilting  at  each  other  within  the 
verge  of  the  royal  liberties  f-^-Let  me  tell  both  of  you," 
he  said  ^^  that  while  old  Henry  Lee  is  at  Woodstock,  the 
immunities  of  the  Park  shisiU  be  maintained  4is  much  as 
if  the  King  were  still  on  the  throne.  None  shall  fight 
duellos  here,  excepting  the  stags  in  their  season.  Put 
up  both  of  you,  or  I  shall  lugoutas  thirdsman,  and  prove 
perhaps  the  worse  devil  of  the  three  ! — As  Will  says — 

'  ni  so  maul  you  and  your  loastiD^-irons, 

That  you  shall  think  the  devil  has  come  from  bell/  " 

The  combatants  desisted  from  their  encounter,  but 
stood  looking  at  each  other  sullenly,  as  men  do  in  such 
a  skuation,  each  unwilling  to  seem  to  desire  pe»ee  more 
than  the  other,  and  averse,  therefore,  to  be  the  first  to 
riieathe  his  sword. 

'>  Retorn  your  weapons,  gentlemen,  upon  the  spot," 
said  the  Knight  yet  more  peremptorily,  "  one  and  both 
of  you,  or  you  wiM  have  sometlmig  to  do  with  me  I  pro- 
mise you»  You  may  be  thankful  times  are  changed. 
I  have  known  Uiem  such^  that  your  insolence  might  havo 
eo^  each  of  you  your  right  hond^tf^KA  redeemed  with  a 
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glj^op^  nxiQ  ^  j?^€iip,|  oqmBWwl  you  U>f^  up.— Mf^ai 
^^^ftSStfy*  JSo**  f  f  W  g"^^     i  request  of  yoM  tictt'te 
d^^  ^K^  ipsj^ittof  remaining  with  your  sword  ckiuis^ 
j^^^e^J^  4  W  ^M^y  to  see  pe^ce  obserred." 

*'  r^i.W  y;Wf  ^  H^nry,"  s?iid  the  Kwgi  $JtiQfidliiiC 
tii^  r^gi^— "  I  Ij^fdly  indeed  fc^ow  wherefore  I  m^9  i»n 
saulted  by  this  gentleman.  I  assure  you,  none  r0if^K)f9 
^i^  Iftjfl&'s  JBe^r^^  cv?  pjrinJeg^  infMre  tb|n  n^y  ^lf--^ugh 
|l[]ie  4^Y;9jipa  is  somewhat  put  of  fashion." 

f '  We  ip^y  fipd  a  place  to  naeet,  sir,"  replied  Everard, 
^  vri^p  !^?Ubef  ti^e  i^oy^Jl  par^oa  wwr  privi}^^  oiua  b0 
9i)^^d^." 

*^  Faitbj,  j^y  hardtyi  ^^,V  ff^id  Cbar4«li  MOftWe  Id 
^Upprjess  th^  rifiii^g  jesl-r- "  I  mean,  tb^  King  bm  90  fetf 
follo\¥ers,  tb^  tbe^  loss  of  the  le^st  of  then)  migbl  be  901m 
small  damage  to  bina  ',  but,  risking  all  tb«t,  t  wiU  m«fSl 
you  wherever  there  is  fair  field  for  a  poor  oav^liear  tQ  g#t 
off  in  safety^  if  he  has  tb^  luok  ip  fight." 

Sir  Henry  Lee's  first  idea  had  been  fixed  upoo  the  in* 
suit  offered  to  the  royal  demesne ;  he  now  began  to  turn  bi$ 
thoughts  towards  the  safety  of  his  kinsman,  ^d  of  tbo 
young  royalist,  as  he  deemed  him.  "  Gentlemen,"  ho  ^id| 
<<  I  must  insist  on  this  business  being  put  to  a  final  ea4* 
Nephew  Markham,  is  this  your  return  for  my  conde* 
scension  in  coniin|  back  to  Woodstock  on  your  warrant, 
that  you  should  take  an  opportunity  to  cut  tne  throat  of 
my  g»e»t?" 

^'  If  you  knew  fais  purpose  as  weH  as  I  do,'^-Hnu4 
llarkbm,  and  then  paused,  conscious  ditt  he  might  enlf 
UMc^Me  Ub  uncle  without  convincing  him^  as  any  tfaing  he 
.  might  say  of  Kemeguy's  addresses  to  Aliee  waslft^to 
be  Minuted  to  his  own  jeabus  MMpick>n8-*-^e  looked  on 
^  ground,  llierefore,  and  was  silent. 

^^  And  you,  Master  Kernegoy,"  said  Sir  Henry,  ^^  can 
you. give  nae  any  reason  why  yon  seek  to  take  the  life  of 
lUa  young  man,  in  whom,  though  unhappily  forged  of 
his  loyally  and  duty,"  I  must  yet  take  some  interest,  as 
my  nephew  by  afiSnity  .'*" 


If  1 4H»'a^tiM»»4begeot]i0mm  enjoTed  timt  littmoor, 
kiudi  c—Uinly  ipw^dl  )iav»  protected  him  from  my 
ISMm)/^  fiMSPttecl  Kefoeguy.  <^  But  the  quatre!  is  his  ; 
B0r  can  Ilett  an^  raaMn  wl^  he  fixed  it  upon  me,  unless 
it  veie  «lie  dilfciewcc  af  our  political  opinions.'' 

V  YoM  know  thacontpary,"  said  Everard ;  **  you  know 
diati  lold  yipi  yoa  were  safe  from  me  as  a  fegitive  royal- 
ist— aod  your  last  words  showed  you  were  at  no  loss  to 
guess  aay  oenacapcMi  wkfe'Sir  Henry.  That,  indeed,  is 
of  little  coQsequ«aee*  I  ^kmiM  debase  myself  d^ct  I  use 
the  relationsbip  as  a  meotns  <|f  ppolection  from  you  or  any 
one." 

As  tb^  thus  diq>uled,  B^ber  choosms  tt>  approach 
the  real  cause  ef  qtiarvel,  Sir  Hemry  looked  from  the 
one  to  the  otfatr,  iintb  a  peAce-making  eountenanee,  ex- 
ohiimiK*-^ 

*'  <  Why,  what  on  btricate  b^vpeacfa  it  this  T 
I  think  yon  both  hwr*  dnnk  of  Circe't  cup." 

Come,  my  young  masters,  £|Uow  ^q  old  m^  to  medift^e 
between  you.  1  am  not  snort-skh^ed  in  ^U9h  matters'— 
The  mother  of  mischief  is  no  biggjer  than  |  g/sat's  w^NS  9 
and  I  have  known  fifty  instances  iq  my  own  day,  wbo^^ 
as  WBl  says — 

"  Gallants  have  ^ca  |»i|§«>i^  haN4y 
In  nni^e  oppositipn,  h^^  fo  ^^f'' 

v^wimhrB&et  the  field  was  fMigbt^  no  one  -^ooid  remem- 
bee  like  OMiae  of  quarr^*--*Ttiah  I  m  smaH  thing  will  do 
it — thft  making  of  the  waB«*H)v  the  gentlB  nib  of  the 
ohoiildfcft  ID  paMing  each  olker,  or  a  Inis^  wiMr<d|  er  a" 
rMafiinoeiied  geMrO'-^-Come,  forget  jFour  cwami  of  quar- 
rdyiM  ^vbat  it  will— you  have  had  your  breathing,  and' 
though  you  put  up  your  rapiors  iiiil>kiodi6d,  that  is  no 
d0%dt  gf  .yopray  but  by  conmnmd  of  your  older,  and  one 
vi^Jia^  xi^  to  tiio  futborky.  In  Malta,  where  the 
dueUo  is  puootilioualy  woH  undontood,  die  persons  en- 
gaged In  a  single  combat  ore  bound^  to  halt  on  the  com- 
niMid  o£  a  knight,  or  priest,  or  lady,  and  the  quarrel  so 
mteciupl^d  is  held^as  honourably  terminated,  and  may 


not  be  reviv9d.-*>Nepliew,  it  10, 1  tlnl^  iaqpoariUd  that 
you  CUD  nourish  spleeo  »gaiaat  this  J9img  gedtfentti  &$ 
having  fought  for  his  Kiug.  Hesr  ioj  hooestpropoMl^ 
Markbam — You  koow  I  biear  no  malice^  tbongh  1  h8f« 
some  HT^ason  to  be  offended  witii  yoi»-^»*^Te  the  yoang 
man  your  hand  in  friendship,  and  we  wiH.back  to  the 
Lodge,  all  three  together,  and  drink  a  cup  of  sack  ia 
token  of  reconciliation*" 

MarkhiO]  Everard  found  himaelf  aaahk  to  reatat  this 
approach  towards  kindness  on  his  uncle's  part.  Hm 
suspected)  indeed,  what  was  partly  the  truths  that  it  was 
not  entirely  from  reviving  good  will,  but  abo,  that  bit> 
uncle  thought,  by  such  attention,  to  secure  his  ocutmiity 
at  least  if  not  his  assistance^  for  the  safety  of  the  fugitive 
royalist.  He  was  sensible  that  he  was  placed  in  an  awkr^ 
ward  predicament ;  and  that  he  might  incur  the  auapicioMi 
of  his  own  party,  for  holding  intercourse  even  with  a 
near  relation,  who  hari>oured  such  guesta*  But  on  the 
other  hand,  he  thought  his  services  to  the  Commonwealth 
had  been  of  sufficient  importance  to  outweigh  whatever 
envy  might  urge  on  that  topic.  Indeed,  although  the 
Givil  War  had  divided  families  much,  and  in  many  vari- 
ous ways,  yet  when  it  seemed  ended  by  the  triumph  of 
the  republicans,  the  rage  of  political  hatred  began  to  re- 
lent, and  the  ancient  ties  of  kindred  and  friendship  re- 
gained at  least  a  part  of  their  former  influence.  Many 
re-unions  were  formed  ;  and  those  who,  like  £verk«d^ 
adhered  to.  the  eonqueciag  party,  often  exwted  them** 
selv(.s  for  the  protection  of  tb^  deserted  relativesi 

As  these  thuigs  rushed  through  his  miod^  accompanied 
with  the  pcoapect  of  a  renewed  interoonrae  mtk  AUoe 
Lee,  by  means  of  which  be  mighl  be  at  band  to  prated 
her  against  every  chance,  either  of  injury  or  insuh,  he 
held  out  his  hand  to  the  supposed  Scottish  page,  saying 
at  the  same  time,  '^  That,  for  his  part,  he  was  very  rei^dy 
to  forget  the  cause  of  quarrel,  or  rather,  to  consider  It  as 
arising  out  of  a  misapprehension,  and  to  offer  Master 
Kemeguy  such  friendship  as  might  exist  between  honour 
<ible  men,  who  hao  embraced  different  sides  in  politics  " 


UbflUe  tooreroojdie  the  fe^ng  of  pcraooal  digfi^i 
vriiicli  prudence  recoauBended  to  btm  to  forget,  Louis 
Keroeguy  in  return  bowed  low,  but  witbout  accepting 
Everard's  proffered  itfind. 

'^  He  had.  no  occasion,"  he  said,  ^'  to  make  aoyea^ 
ertions  to  forget  the  cause  of  quarrel,  for  be  had  neyer 
btten  able  to  comprehend. it;  but  as  he  bad  not  shunned 
the  gentleman's  resentment,  so  be  was  now  wiUingito 
enibrace  and  return  any  degree  of  bis  favour,  with  wl^cb 
he  might  be  pleased  to  lionour  him." 

Everard  withdrew  bis  hand  with  a  smile,  and.  bowed 
in  return  to  the  salutation  of  the  page,  whose  stiff  recep* 
tion  of  his  advances  he  imputed  to  the  proud  pettiah  dis^ 
positbn  of  a  Scotch  boy,  trained  up  in  extravi^ant  id^eas 
of  family  consequence  and  personal  importance,  ]wbiqb 
his  acquaintance  with  the  world  bad  not  yet  beens^fljh 
oient  to  dispel. 

Sir  H^ry  Lee,  delighted  with  the  terminatioQ  of  the 
quarrel,  which  he  supposed  to  be  in  deep  dQfere19.ce  to 
his  own  authority,  and  not  displeased  with  the  Qppdftu- 
wiy  of  renewing  some  acquaintance  with  his  pephew,, 
ivho  had,  notwithstanding  his  political  demerits,  B,Vi^n0r- 
er  interest  in  his  affections  than  he  was,  pethaps,  hii^Sj^W 
aware  of,  said,  in  a  tone  of  consolation,  "  Never  b^  ropr- 
tified,  young  gentlemen,  1  protest  it  wentlQ  njy  hear,t 
to  part  you,  when  I  saw  you  stretching  yourselves  so  bapdh 
sotriely,  and  in  fair  love  of  honour,  witbout  any  maUcH>Mfs 
or  blood-thirsty  thoughts.  I  promise  you, had  it  notbe^q 
for  my  duty  as  Ranger  here,  and  sworn  to  the  office,  I 
would  rather  have  been  your  umpire  than  your  hindrance. 
•—But  a  finished  quarrel  is  a  forgotten  quarrel  ;  and 
your  tilting  should  have  no  further  consequence  except 
mg  the  appetite  it  may  have  given  yoUi" 

So  saying,  he  urged  forward  bis  pony,  and  moved  in 
triumph  towards  the  Lodge  by  the  nearest  alley.  His  feet 
almost  touching  the  ground,  the  ball  of  his  toe  just  resting 
in  the  stirrup^— the  fore  part  of  the  tbigb  brought  r^nind 
to  the  saddle, — the  heels  turned  outwards,  and  supk  as 
much  as  possible, — ^his  body  precisely  erect, — the  reins 


rigbi  h(Aii|e|^a  Yidiiig-md  idHagMHHf  >p»iiMd  tovmtis  4» 
IpaMpr^t  liff :  ieifc4<'^fae  ^WDfed  «  vdNkiifnoli  of -tiit  raeoaga, 
fit  to  have  reiDed  Bucephalus  hifliMtf*  '  Ui  yooiMid 
ernipaaicm^wfatf  trttcindediiD  bkhw  kaatd  like  ^qHttrries, 

bftd  sjiaetiMitie  posttire  of  the  iid»,  coNoMnted  Mith.tte 
#iU  aiid  dHHinatfre  uppeatflsoe  of  the  pony,  wkh  its 
idiaggy  >^(Ml^  Mid  long  taii  mid  maae,  asd  its-.keea  eyes 
sparkling  like  red  coals  ifrom  amoiigsc  the  mass  of  hair 
wfawsh  Ml  tWBr  its  small  coiroteiiance.  If  the  reader^ias 
die  SuklB  i&f  Newc«8tl<8^  bo^  on  hwteffHWshtpi,  (tflem*- 
Mia  twiltff  /^  'b#mft)r  hav««Hiie  ideaof  tke  ^aiiB  of  she 
good  Kwf^  if  becaA  oooceive  siibh  afigui«  as  one  of 
Ae  ctva^^  there  represented,  seated,  io  all  the  graces 
off  Ms  iMTt^  b»  a  Wefeb  or  Exinoor  poDj:,  m  it&  native 
savage  state,  without  grooming-or  discipline  of  an}*  k»d ; 
ii^  HAtbtjA^  beins  gre^  enhanced  hy  thi  disp^poirtioQ 
tf  siaid  1^twi«t  me  anihvai  and  tfs  rider* 

PerMpft  Ihe  Knigkt  saw  their  wonder,  ior  die  finft 
wwds  he  said  after  they  li^  the  ^^sound  werey  *<  Pixic^ 
though  small  is  mettlesome,  genllemeii,^  (here  he  od»- 
«ived  that  Pixie  should  himself  oorrdboTsteiCfaeafleerlioa, 
tiy  executing  a  gambede,)*^^'  ke  is  diauninive,  but  fiiU 
of  spirit  ;^ndeed,  save  that  I  am  somewlat  too  large 
fer  an  elfin  hovseman,"  {the  Knight  i^m  upwards  of  six 
feet  high,)  ^*  I  shooM  remind  my^f,  when  I  mount  htm, 
of  Ibe  fSiity  Kmg,  as  described  by  Jkfike  Drayton  ^^-^ 

Hunaelf  he  on  an  earwis  »ei, 

Yet  scarce  upon  his  back  could  get, 

So  oft  and  high  he  did  cUiret, 

Ere  be  fainiBeir  dM  ielde. 
He  iiiade  kbn  Hop,  uditumnd  booiil) 
Tofailop,  and  to  trol  lJie/Mfid» 
He  eca^  could  stand  on  any  groaad^ 

Ele  was  so  fiill  of  mettle.'' 

"My  old  friend  Pixie,**  said  Ererard,  sttokitoe  die 
pony's  neck,  ^'1  am  glad  that  be  has  sorviv^^tt  viesp 
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ousUing  days — Pixie  must  be  aboire  twenty  years  old, 
Sir  Henry  r*** 

**  Above  twenty  years,  certainly.  YeB,  nepbe*  Mark- 
ham,  war  is  a  whirlwind  in  a  plantation,  which  only  spares 
what  is  least  worth  leaving.  Old  Pixie  and  bis  old 
Master  l:rave  snrvived  many  a  tall  fellow,  and  niany  a 
great  borse — neither  of  them  good  for  ojuch  themselvcis. 
Yet,  as  VVill  says,  an  old  maa  can  do  soniewbat.  So 
Pixie  and  1  slill  snrvivet'^ 

Bo  saying,  he  again  contrived  that  Pi^tie  should  show 
some  remnants  of  activity. 

"  Still  survive  1"  said  tbe  young  Scot,  eompleiing  ihe 
sentence  which  the  good  Knight  had  left  unfinished — 
"  ay,  slill  survive, 

.  ( 

"To  wilch  the  world  with  noble  horsemBnship*" 

Everard  coloured,  for  be  felt  tbe  irony  ;  but  not  so  his 
uncle,  whose  simple  vanity  never  permitted  him  to  doubt 
the  sincerity  of  tJje  compliment. 

"  Are  you  a  vised  of  that  ?"  be  said,  "  In  King 
James's  tiii^e,  indeed,  I  have  appeared  in  the  tilt-yard, 
and  there  you  might  have  3a?d — 

^^'  *  Yoa  iftW  yoii«g  Hiirr^  ivitli  his  b«aver  up/  , 

As  to  seeing  old  Harry,  why"  ^  Here  tbe  Knight 
paused,  and  looked  as  a  bashful  man  in  labour  of  a  pon 
— "  As  to  old  Harry — wbyj  you  might  as  well  see  ihe 
demL  You  take  mej  Master  Kcrnegtiy — the  devil  you 
know  is  my  namesake — ha — ba — ha  1 — Cousin  Everard, 
I  hope  your  precision  is  not  startled  by  an  innocent  jest  ,^" 

He  was  so  delighted  with  tbe  applause  o(  both  hia 
companions,  tliat  he  recited  the  whole  of  the  celebrated 
passage  referred  to,  and  concluded  with  defying  tbe 
present  agCj  bundle  all  its  wits,  Donne,  Cowley,  Warier^, 
and  the  rest  of  them  together,  to  produce  a  poet  of  a 
tenth  part  of  the  genius  of  old  Will. 

"  Why,  we  are   said  to   have  one  of  bis  descendants 
unong  us — Sir  William  D'Avenant,"  «aid  Louis  Kerne 
^uy  ;  "  and  many  think  bim  as  clever  a  fellow." 
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«  What !"  exclaimed  Sir  Henry—"  Will  D' Aven^tt, 
whom  I  knew  in  the  North,  an  officer  nadat  Newcastle, 
when  the  Marquis  lay  before  Hull  i — ^why,  he  was  an 
honest  cavalier,  and  wrote  good  doggreL  enough ;  hot 
how  came  he  a  kin  to  Will  Shakspeare^  1  trow  ?'^ 

"  Why,"  replied  the  young  Scot,  "  by  the  surer  side 
pf  the  bouse,  and  after  the  old  fashion,  if  D'Aveoant 
speaks  truth.  It  seems  that  his  mother  was  a  good-loob- 
jUQg,  laughing,  buxom  mistress  of  an  inn  between  Strat- 
ford and  London,  at  which  Will  Shakspeare often  tftaVf 
tjsred  as  be  went  down  to  his  native  town  ;  and  that  out 
of  friendship  and  gossipred,  as  we  say  in  Scotland,  Will 
Shakspeare  became  godfather  to  Will  D'Avenant ;  and 
not  contented  with  this  spiritual  affinity,  the  younger  Will 
is  for  establishing  some  claim  to  a  natural  one,  alleging 
ibat  his  mother  was  a  great  admirer  of  wit,  and  there 
.were  no  bounds  to  her  complaisance  for  men  of  geniius.3 

"  Out  upon  the  hound  !"  said  Colonel  Everard  5 
^'  would  he  purchase  the  reputation  of  descending  iVom 
{>oet)  or  from  prince,  at  the  expense  of  his  mother's  gooci 
fame  ? — his  nose  ought  to1>e  slit.'- 

"  That  would  be  difficult,"  answered  the  disguised 
Prince,  recollecting  the  peculiarity  of  the  bard's  counte- 
nance.^ .» 

«  Will  D'Avenant,  the  son  of  Will  Shakspeare  !*• 
said  the  Knight,  who  had  not  yet  recovered  his  surprise 
at  the  enormity  of  the  pretension  ;  "  why,  it  reminds  me 
of  a  verse  in  the  puppet-show  of  Phaeton,  where  the 
hero  complains  to  his  mother — 

'  Betides,  by  all  the  vHlai^e  boys  I  am  sham'd. 
You  the  San'ft  son,  3^00  rascal,  yoa  be  d— d  K* 

I  never  beard  such  unblushing  assurance  in  my  life  ! — 
Will  D'Avenant  the  son  of  the  brightest  and  best  poet 


*  We  observe  this  couplet  in  Fielding's  farce  of  TumbU-down-Dkkf  founded 
00  the  same  classical  story.  As  it  was  current  in  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth, 
't  must  have  reached  the  author  of  Tom  J^mes  by  tradition— for  no  one  will 
mspect  the  present  author  of  making  the  anachronism. 


tinrt  ever  was,  is,  or  will  be ! — But  I  crave  your  pardoQi 
nephew — You,  I  believe,  love  no  stage-plays." 

"  Nay,  I  am  not  altogether  so  precise  as  you  would 
make  me,  uncle.  I  have  loved  them  perhaps  too  well 
in  my  time,  and  now  I  condemn  them  not  altogether,  or 
in  gross,  though  I  approve  not  their  excesses  and  extrav- 
agances.— I  cannot,  even  in  Shakspeare,  but  see  many 
things  both  scandalous  to  decency  and  prejudicial  to  good 
manners — many  things  which  tend  to  ridicule  virtue,  or 
to  recommend  vice, — at  least  to  mitigate  the  hideousness 
of  its  features.  I  cannot  think  these  fine  poems  are  an 
useful  study,  and  especially  for  the  youth  of  either  sex, 
in  which  bloodshed  is  pointed  out  as  the  chief  occupa- 
tion of  the  men,  and  intrigue  as  the  sole  employment  of 
Ae  women." 

In  making  these  observations,  Everard,  was  simple 
Enough  to  think  that  he  was  only  giving  his  uncle  an  op- 
portunity of  defending  a  favourite  opinion,  without  offend- 
ing him  by  a  contradiction  which  was  so  limited  and  mit- 
igated. But  here,  as  on  other  occasions,  he  forgot  how 
obstinate  his  uncle  was  in  hisjsriews,  whether  of  religion, 

.  policy,  or  taste,  and  that  it  would  be  as  easy  to  convert 
him  to  the  Presbyterian  form  of  government,  or  engage 

I  him  to  take  the  abjuration  oath,  as  to  shake  Ms  belief  in 
Shakspeare.  There  was  another  peculiarity  in  the  good 
Knight's  mode  of  arguing,  which  Everard,  being  himself 
of  a  plain  and  downright  character,  and  one  whose  relig- 
ious tenets  were  in  some  degree  unfavourable  to  the  sup- 
pressions and  simulations  often  used  in  society,  could 
never  perfectly  understand.  Sir  Henry,  sensible  of  his 
natural  heat  of  temper,  was  wont  scrupulously  to  guard 
against  it,  and  would  for  some  time,  when  in  fact  much 
offended,  conduct  a  debate  with  all  the  external  appear- 
ance of  composure,  till  the  violence  of  his  feelings  would 
rise  so  high  as  to  pvefcoipe  and  bear  away  the  anificia 
barriers  opposed  to  it,  and  rush  down  upon  the  adversary 
with  accunqulating  wrath.  It  thus  frequently  happened 
t]  at,  like  a  wily  old  general,  he  retreated  in  the  face  of 
9     VOL.  n. 
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hUdutj^UuBt  in  gpod  ordco*  aad  bj  degrees^  with  so  twd 
erate  a  degree  of  remtance,  as  to  draw  on  his  antagii- 
nist's  pursuit  to  thQ  «fK)tt  wb^re,  at  length,  cnaking  a  sud* 
den  and  une^ected  attack,  with  horse,  fo0t,  and  artUtaqr 
at  ooce,  he  seldom  failed  to  copibvnd  the  eoei^y,  thou^ 
he  might  not  overthrow  him. 

It  was  on  this  principle,  therefore,  that  hearing  Cvac'* 
ard's  laat  observation,  h^  di^^guiAed  his  wagrjr  &dii^|» 
and  answered,  with  a  tone  where  politeness  wa&caUed  m 
to  keep  gu^d  upon  passion,  ^^  That  undoubtedly  the 
Presbyterian  gentry  had  given,  through  the  wbple  of 
these  unhsippy  times,  such  proofs  of  an  humhlei  unaspii^ 
ing,  and  unambitious  desire  of  the  pubtic  good,  h&  enti^ 
tied  them  to  general  credit  for  the  sioceri^  of  those  v^jr 
strong  scruples  which  they  entertained  against  works,  io 
which  the  noblest  sentiments  of  religion  and  virtue*--gen- 
timents  which  might  convert  hardened  ainuersi  and-  be 
placed  with  propriety  in  the  mouths  of  dying  saints  and 
martyrs, — happened,  from  the  rudeness  auad  coarse  taste 
of  the  times,  to  be  mixed  with  some  broad  jests,  and  simi* 
lar  matter,  which  lay  not  much  in  the  way,  excepting  of 
those  who  painfully  iiought  such  stuff  out,  that  they  inight 
use  it  in  villifying  what  was  in  itself  deserving  of  the  highest 
applause.  Sut  what  be  wished  especially  to  know  from  ^ 
his  nephew  was,  whether  any  of  those  gifted  men,  who 
had  expelled  the  learned  scholars  and  deep  divines  of 
the  Church  of  England  from  the  pulpit,  and  now  flour- 
ished in  their  stead,  received  any  inspiration  from  the 
muses,  (if  he  might  use  so  profane  a  term  without  offence 
to  Colonel  Everard,)  or  whether  they  were  not  as  sottisl^- 
ly  ,and  brutally  averse  from  elegant  letji^r^,  as  they  wer 
from  humanity  and  common  sense  ?** 

Colonel  £verard  might  have  guessed,  by  the  ironica^ 
tone  in  which  this  speech  was  delivered^  what  storm  was 
mustering  within  his  uipcle's  bosom — nay,  he  might  have 
conjectured  the  state  of  the  old  Knight's  feelings  fiom 
his  emphasis  on  the  word  Colonel,  by  which  epithet,  as 
that  which  most  connected  hisi  nephew  with,  the  oarty  he 
hated,  he  never  distinguished  Everard,  unless  when  his 
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fwatfa  vma  rntog  |  while,  on  the  ooatraiy,  #bM  diafMed 
to  be  on  good  terms  with  him,  he  usually  called  bim  Kiii»> 
man,  or  Nephew  Markbvn.  Indeed,  it  was  under  a 
partial  sense  that  this  was  tbe  ease,  and  in  the  hope  to 
see  bis  eousia  Alice,  that  the  Colonel  forbore  making 
any  answer  lo  tbe  harangue  of  Us  unc)e»  wbicfa  had  con^ 
ekided  just  as  the  tfld  Knight  bad  alighted  at  the  door  of 
tbe  Lodge,  and  was  entering  tbe  haU^fioUowed  hyim  two 
attendants. 

Phoebe  al  the  san>e  time  made  ber  appearance  b  tb« 
hall,  and  received  orders  to  bring  some  **  beverage"  for 
the  gentlemen.  The  Hebe  of  Woodcock  failed  not  to 
recognize  tod  welcome  Everard  by  an  aknoat  impereep* 
fihle  onrtsy  ;  but,  she  did  not  serFC  iier  interest,  as  she 
designed,  when  she  a^ked  tbe  Knight,  as  aiqueation  of 
course,  whether  he  commaDded  the  attendanee  of  Mia^ 
iKess  Alice*  A  alem  JVb,  was  tbe  decided^ply  ;  and 
tbe  inclined  interference  seemed  to  inoreaae  bis  previons 
brritelion  against  Everard  for  bis  dqMreoiation  of  Shth^ 
speare.  ^^  I  would  insist,"—- eaid  Sir  Henry,  resumiflfg 
the  obnoxious  subject,  "  were  it  fit  for  a  poor  disbanded 
cavalier  to  use  such  a  phrase  towards  a  commander  of 
the  conquering  army — upon  icnowing,  whether  the  con- 
vulsion which  has  sent  us  saints  and  prophets  without 
etid,  has  not  also  aSbrded  ua  a  fot^  with  enough  teth-  of 
gifts  and  grace  to  outshine  poor  old  WiU,  the  ocaete  koi 
idol  o(  us  bKnded  and  carnal  cavahers  f " 

''  Surely,  Sir/'  replied  Cobnel  Everard,  ''  I  know 
verses  written  by  a  friend  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
those,  too,  of  a  dramatic  character,  wbieb»  weigbedl  m 
an  impartial  scale,  might  equal  even  the  poetry  of  Shak- 
speare,  and  wMob  are  free  from  tbe  faadanmnd  indelica- 
cy with  which  that  great  bard  was  sometimes  content  to 
feed  the  coarse  appetites  of  his  barbarous  audience.'* 

**  Indeed  !"  said  tbe  Knight,  keeipiog  down  his  wrath 
with  difficulty.  *'  I  should  like  to  be  acquainted  with 
this  masterpteoe  of  poetry  f— -May  we  ask  the  name  of 
this  distinguished  person  ? 
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**It  mtwt  be  Victrs,  or  Withers,  at  least,"  said  the 
feigned  Page. 

"  No,  sir,"  replied  Everard,  "  nor  Drummond  of 
Hawthomden,  nor  Lord  Stirling  neither — And  yet  the 
verses  will  vindicate  what  I  say,  if  you  will  make  allow- 
ance for  indifierent  recitation,  for  I  am  better  accustom^ 
43d  to  speak  to  a  battalion  than  to  \hose  who  love  the 
muses.  The  speaker  is  a  lady  benighted,  who,  having 
lost  her  way  in  a  pathless  forest,  at  first  expresses  herself 
agitated  by  the  supernatural  fears  to  which  her  situation 
gave  rise." 

^*  A  play,  too,  and  written  by  a  roundhead  amhor  !" 
stid  Sir  Henry  in  ^rprise. 

"  A  dramatic  production  at  least,"  replied  his  nephew ) 
and  began  to  recite  simply,  but  with  feeling,  dte  littes 
now  SQ  well  known,  but  which  had  then  obtained  no 
celebrity,  tfl^  fame  of  the  author  resting  upon  the  basis 
rather  of  his  polemical  and  political  publications,  than  on 
the  poetry  doomed  in  after  days  to  support  the  eternal 
structure  of  his  immortality. 

***  These  tboi^^iite  may  Harde,  but  win  not  atHimd 
The  viituoof  niiid,  that  «ver  walks  attended 
By  a  stroo|^-«idiiig  champion,  Conscience.' '' 

*^  My  own  opbion,  nephew  Markham,  my  own  opinion,** 
said  Sir  Heniy ,  with  a  burst  of  admiration  ;  "  better  ex- 
pressed, but  just  what  I  said  when  the  scomidrelly  round* 
heads  pretended  to  see  ghosts  at  Woodstock — Go  on,  1 
prithee." 

Everard  proceeded  : — 

"  *  O  welcoBt,  pvne^ed  Faith,  white-handeA  Hape^ 

Thou  hovering  angel,  girt  with  fpolden  wings, 

And  thou  unblemisb'd  form  of  Chafitity ! 

I  see  ye  visibly,  and  now  believe 

That  he,  the  Supreme  Gk)od,  to  whom  all  things  iJl 

Are  but  as  slavish  oflScers  of  vengeance, 

Would  stod  a  glistering  gnardkn,  if  need  wwe, 

To  keep  my  life  and  honodr  nnassail'd.<— 

Was  I  deceived,  or  did  a  sable  cloud, 

TVun  forth  her  silver  linii^  on  the  night  T* 


'*  The  rest  has  escaped  me,"  said  tbe  reeiter,  '^  and  1 
marvel  1  have  been  able  to  remember  so  much.'' 

Sir  Henry  Lee,  who  had  expected  some  effusion  verj 
different  from  those  classical  and  beautiful  lines,  soon 
changed  the  scornful  expression  of  bis  countenance, 
relaxed  bis  contorted  upper  lip,  and,  stroking  down  his 
beard  with  his  left  hand,  rested  the  forefinger  of  the  right 
upon  his  eye-brow,  in  sign  of  proA>und  attention.  After 
Everard  had  ceased  speaking,  the  old  man  sighed  as  at 
tbe  end  of  a  strain  of  sweet  music.  He  then  spoke  in  a 
gentler  manner  than  formerly. 

^*  Cousin  Markfaam,"  he  said,  ''  these  verses  flow 
sweetly,  and  sound  in  my  ears  like  tbe  w;ell  touched  wajrln 
ling  of  a  lute.  But  tliou  knowesi  I  am  something  sk)w  of 
apprehending  the  full  meuiing  of  that  which  I  bear  for 
the  first  time.  Repeat  me  these  verses  again,  slowlj 
•bd  deliberately  ;  for  I  always  love  to  hear  poetry  twice, 
the  first  tkne  for  sound,  and  the  latter  time  for  sense*" 

Thus  encouraged,  Everard  recited  again  tbe  linesi 
with  more  hardihood  and  better  effect ;  the  Knight  dis- 
tinctly undertanding,  and,  from  his  looks  and  noot'ons, 
highly  apfrfi^ing  them* 

"  Yes !"  he  broke  ont,  when  Everard  was  again  silent 
— *'  Yes — I  do  call  that  poetry — ^though  it  were  even 
written  by  a  Presbyterian  or  an  Anabaptist  either*  Ay, 
there  were  good  and  rigltteous  people  to  be  found  even 
amongst  tbe  offending  towns  which  wei^  destroyed  by 
fire.  And  certainly  I  have  heard,  though  with  little 
credence,  (begging  your  pardon,  cousin  Everard,)  that 
there  are  men  among  you  who  have.seen  tbe  error  of  tbehr 
ways  in  rebelling  against  the  best  and  kindest  of  masterSf 
and  bringing  it  to  that  pass  that  be  was  murdered  by  a 
gang  yet  fiercer  than  themselves.  Ay,  doubtless,  the 
gentleness  of  spirit,  and  the  purity  of  mind,  which  dictat- 
ed those  beautiful  lines,  has  long  ago  taught  a  man  so 
amiable  to  say,  1  have  sinned,  I  have  sinned.  Yes,  1 
doubt  not  so  sweet  a  harp  has  been  broken,  even  in  re« 
nMNTse,  for  the  crimes  "be  was  witness  to ;  and  now  he 
9*    yoi*.  u. 
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sits  drooping  for*  the  slmme  and  sorrow  of  England, — aO 
Ills  noble  rhymes,  as  Will  says, 

'  Like  fweet  beUs,  jaofled  oal  of  Uine  aad  harsh.' 

Dost  thou  not  think  so,  Master  Kemegny  f " 

<^  Not  I,  Sir  Henry,''  answered  the  Phge,  soaaewhat 
maliciously. 

**  What,  dost  not  befieve  the  author  of  these  lines  ni«st 
needs  be  of  the  better  ffle,  and  leaning  to  our  persuasion  ?^ 

^  I  think.  Sir  Henry,  that  the  poetry  qualifies  dM 
author  to  write  a  play  on  (he  suliject  of  Dame  Pottpbar 
and  her  reeusant  lover  $  and  as  for  Ms  caRing-^^Hhat  last 
metaphor  tA  the  t;Ioud  in  a  Uaek  ooat,or  cloak,  wkh  eiW 
¥er  Ktring,  would  hare  dubbed  hmi  a  taitor  with  me,  only 
that  I  happen  to  know  that  he  is  a  school^maslef  by  pre* 
fes^M,  and  by  political  opioions  qualified  to  be  Poet 
Laureate  to  CromweffI  }  (or  what  Cotonel  Everard  km 
repeated  with  such  emotion,  is  the  prodvetioo  of  no  leas 
ceMrated  a  person  than  John  Milton." 

**  John  Milton  t"  exclahned  Sir  Henry  in  astoniahmart 
-^^  What !  John  Millon,  the  biasfAemoos  and  bkiody^ 
minded  author  of  the  Defensio  P^fmK  JlngtimtU  /--^^ 
Hdvocate  of  the  Infernal  Ifigh  Court  of  Fiends  !*-the 
tTfitttate  and  parasH^  of  tlyat  grand  impostor,  that  bath* 
s6lne  hypocrite,  that  dete^able  monger,*  that  prodigy  of 
the  oniirerse,  that  disgrace  of  mankkid,  that  landscape  of 
iniquity,  that  siatc  <^f  sin,  and  that  eompendium  of  baa»- 
n«8s,  OnvtT  Crmnwell  V* 

**  Even  tb^  same  John  Mflton,^  answered  Charles  ; 
'^^  sdiool-master  to  litri^  boys,  and  tailor  to  the  ek>iid% 
which  he  firmshes  with  softs  of  black,  iiiied  with  silrer, 
tt  no  other  expense  than  thattif  oommon  sense." 

*'  Maritham  Brerard,"  s&id  the  old  Knight,  ^  I  wiH 
neter  forgtVe  the*— never,  never*  Thou  hast  made  rat 
speak  words  of  praise  respecting  one,  whose  «iffal  should 
fatten  the  regidn-kitett.-*— Speak  not  to  me,  sir,  but  be- 
gone !  Am  I,  y<mr  khtstnan  aad  benefaolor,  a  fit  persoa 
to  be  juggted  Mt  <yf  tiqr  cotnmendmtion  and  eulogy,  «mI  * 
brought  to  bedaub  such  a  whitened  eepukshre  as  the 
^phist  Milton  ?" 
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*<  I  proHMs,**  sftid  Everlircl,  <<  this  is  bard  metsure,  Sii 
Hmify.  You  pressed  me — ^jrou  defied  me  to  produce 
poetry  ns  good  as  Shakspeare's.  I  only  thought  of  the 
Ferses^  not  of  the  politics  of  Mikon." 

"  Oh  yes,  sir/'  replied  Sir  Henry,  "  we  well  know  your 
power  of  making  distinctions  ;  you  could  make  war 
against  the  King's  prerogative,  without  having  the  least 
design  against  his  person.  Oh  Heaven  forbid  !  But 
Heaveti  wiM  bear  and  judge  you. — Set  down  the  bever* 
age,  Phoebe — (this  was  added  by  way  of  parenthesis  to 
Piioebe,wboentered  with  refreshment) — Colonel  Everard 
fenot  tliirsty.— You  have  wiped  your  mouths,  and  said  you 
have  done  no  evil.  But  though  you  have  deceived  man, 
yet  God  you  cannot  deceive.  And  you  shall  wipe  no  lips 
tn  Woodstodc,  ekher  after  meat  or  drink,  I  promise  you." 

Charged  thus  at  once  with  the  faults  imputed  to  his 
whole  reKgkMis  sect  and  political  party,  Everard  felt  too 
late  of  what  imprudence  be  bad  been  guilty  in  giving  the 
opening,  by  disputing  his  uncle's  taste  in  dramatic  poetry. 
He  endeavoured  to  explain — ^to  apologize. 

''  I  mistook  your  purpose,  honoured  sir,  and  thought  you 
reaNy  desired  to  know  something  of  our  literature  ;  and 
m  repeating  what  you  deemed  not  unworthy  your  hear- 
ing, I  profess  I  thought  I  was  doing  you  pleasure,  instead 
of  stirring  your  indignation." 

**  O  ay  !'*  returned  the  Knight,  with  unmitigated  rig- 
our of  resentment- — **  profess — profess — Ay,  that  is  the 
new  phrase  of  asseveration,  instead  of  the  profane  adju- 
ration of  courtiers  and  cavaliers — Ob,  sir,  profess  less 
tind  practise  more — and  so  good-day  to  you. — Master 
Kerneguy,  you  will  find  beverage  in  my  apartment." 

While  Phoebe  stood^gaping  in  admiration  at  the  sudden 
quarrel  wliich  had  arisen,  Colonel  Everard's  vexation  and 
resentment  was  not  a  little  increased  by  the  non-cbalance 
of  the  young  Scotsman,  who,  with  his  hands  thrust  into 
bis  pockets,  (with  a  courtly  affectation  of  the  time,)  had 
thrown  himself  into  one  of  the  antique  chairs,  and, 
though  habitually  too  polite  to  laugh  aloud,  and  possess- 
mg  that  art  of  internal  laughter  by  which  men  of  the 
world  learn  to  indulge  their  mirth  without  incurring  quar 
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rels,  or  giviug  direct  o£fence,  was  at  no  partumlar  trouble 
to  conceal  that  be  was  exceedingly  amused  by  the  result 
of  the  Colonel's  visit  to  Woodstock.  Colonel  Everajrd's 
patience,  however,  bad  reached  bounds  which  it  was 
very  likely  to  surpass  ;  for,  though  differing  widely  in 
politics,  there  was  a  resemblance  betwixt  the  temp^  of 
tkie  uncle  and  nephew. 

"  Damnation  !"  exclaimed  the  Colonel,  in  a  tone 
which  became  a  p'uritan  as  little  as  did  the  exclamatioii 
itself. 

"  Amen  !"  said  Louis  Kerneguy,  but  in  a  tone  so  soft 
and  gentle,  that  the  ejaculation  seemed  rather  to  escape 
him  than  to  be  designedly  uttered. 

^'  Sir  1"  said  Everard,  striding  towards  him  in  that 
sort  of  humour,  when  a  man,  full  of  resentment,  woujd 
not  unwillingly  find  an  object  on  which  to  discharge  it. 

^^  Plait  U  T^  said  the  page,  in  the  most  equable  tone, 
looking  up  in  his  face  with  the  most  unconscious  inno- 
cence. 

"  I  wish  to  know,  sir,'*  retorted  Everard,  "the  ii^ean- 
ing  of  that  which  you  said  just  now  ?" 

"  Only  a  pouring  out  of  the  spirit,  worthy  sir,"  return- 
ed Kerneguy — "  a  small  skiff  despatched  to  Heaven  oa 
my  own  account,  to  keep  company  with  your  holy  pe- 
tion  just  now  expressed." 

"  Sir,  I  have  known  a  merry  gentleman's  bones  broke 
for  such  a  smile  as  you  wear  just  now,"  replied  Everard* 

"  There,  look  you  now  !"  answered  the  malicious 
page,  who  could  not  weigh  even  the  thoughts  of  his  safe- 
ty against  the  enjoyment  of  his  jest — "  If  you  had  stuck 
to  your  professions^  worthy  sir,  you  must  have  choked 
by  this  time  ;  but  your  round  execration  bolted  like  a 
cork  from  a  bottle  of  cider,  and  now  allows  your  wrath 
to  come  foaming  out  after  it,  in  the  honest  unbaptized 
language  of  common  ruffians." 

"  For  Heaven's  sake,  Master  Girnegy,"  said  Phoebe, 
'*  forbear  giving  the  Colonel  these  bitter  words  !  And 
do  you,  good  Colonel  Markham,  scorn  to  take  offence  at 
•his  hands — he  is  but  a  boy." 


"  If  tlie  Colonol  or  yoii  choose,  Mistress  Phoebe,  you 
•hall  find  me  a  man — 1  think  the  gentleman  can  say  some- 
M.ing  to  the  pu^'pose  already. — Probably  he  may  recora- 
trend  to  yon  the  part  of  the  Lady  in  Comus  ;  and  I 
D.  ly  h6pe  his  own  admiration  of  John  Milton  will  not  in- 
dtice  him  to  undertake  the  part  of  Sampson  Agonistes, 
a  I  d  blow  up  this  old  house  with  execrations,  or  pull  it 
irwn  in  wrath  about  our  ears." 

**  Young  man,"  said  the  Colonel,  still  in  towering  j  as- 
sion,  "if  you  respect  my  principles  for  nothing  else, 
be  grateful  for  the  protection  wiiich,  but  for  them,  you 
would  not  easily  attain." 

"Nay,  then,"  said  the  attendant,  "I  must  fetch  those 
who  have  more  influence  with  you  than  I  have,"  and 
away  tripped  Phoebe  ;  while  Kerneguy  answered  to 
Everard,  hn  the  same  provoking  tone  of  calm  indiffer- 
ence,— 

"  Before  you  menace  me  with  a  thing  so  formidable 
as  your  resentment,  you  ought  to  be  certain  whether  I 
may  not  be  compelled  by  circumstances  to  deny  you  the 
opportunity  you  seem  to  point  at." 

At  this  moment  Alice,  summoned  no  doubt  by  her 
attendant,  entered  the  hall  hastily. 

"  Af aster  Kerneguy,"  she  said,  "  my  father  requests 
to  see  you  in  Victor  Lee's  apartment." 

Kerneguy  arose  and  bowed,  but  seemed  determined  to 
remain  till  Everard's  departure,  so  as  to  prevent  any  ex- 
planation betwixt  the  cousins. 

"  Markham,"  said  Alice,  hurriedly — "  Cousin  Ever- 
ard— I  have  but  a  moment  to  remain  here — for  God's 
sake,  do  you  instantly  begone  ! — be  cautious  and  patient 
—but  do  not  tarry  here — my  father  is  fearfully  incensed." 

"  I  have  had  my  uncle's  word  for  that,  madam,"  re- 
plied Everard,  "  as  well  as  his  injunction  to  depart, 
which  I  will  obey  without  delay.  I  was  not  aware  that 
you  would  have  seconded  so  harsh  an  order  quite  so  wil- 
Imgly  ;  but  I  go,  madam,  sensible  I  leave  those  behind 
^vhose  company  is  more  agreeable." 
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"Unjust— ungenerous — ungrateful !"  said  Alice  •  but 
fearful  her  words  might  reach  ears  for  which  they  were 
not  designed,  she  spoke  them  in  a  voice  so  feeble,  ihat 
her  cousin,  for  whom  they  were  intended,  lost  the  con- 
solation they  were  calculated  to  convey. 

He  bowed  coldly  to  Alice,  as  taking  leave,  and  «aid, 
with  an  air  of  that  constrained  courtesy  which  sometimes 
covers,  among  men  of  condition,  the  most  deadly  haired, 
"  I  believe.  Master  Kemeguy,  that  I  must  make  it  con- 
venient at  present  to  suppress  my  own  peculiar  opinioas 
on  the  matter  which  we  have  hinted  at  in  our  conversa- 
tion, in  which  case  I  will  send  a  gentleman,  who,  I  hopeii 
may  be  able  to  conquer  yours." 

The  supposed  Scotsman  made  him  a  stately,  and  ai 
the  same  time  a  condescending  bow,  said  he  slKMild  ex* 
pect  the  boDoor  of  his  commands,  offered  bis  band  to 
Mistress  Alice,  to  conduct  her  back  to  her  father's  apart* 
ment,  and  took  a  triumphant  leave  of  liis  rival. 

Everard,  on  the  other  hand,  stung  beyond  bis  patience^ 
and,  from  the  grace  and  composed  assurance  of  tba 
youth's  carriage,  still  conceiving  him  to  be  either  Wilmo^ 
or  some  of  his  compeers  in  rank  and  profligacy,  rettimed 
to  the  town  of  Woodstock,  determined  not  to  be  oat* 
bearded,  even  though  he  should  seek  redress  by  means 
which  bis  principles  forbade  him  to  consider  as  jtMtifiable 
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CHAPTER  Vin. 

-«— Boundless  intempereiioe  * 

In  nature  is  a  tyrannj— it  hath  been 
The  untimely  emptying  of  many  a  throne. 
And  fall  of  many  kings. 

While  Colonel  Everard  retreated  in  high  indignation 
Trom  the  lillle  refection,  which  Sir  Henry  f^ee  had  in  his 


good-bmnour  ofiiMwd,  and  mtfadrtwn  under  the  circum- 
stances of  profoeation  wlncfa  we  have  dmailed,  the  good 
old  Kirigfat,  scarce  recovered  from  bis  fit  of  passion,  par- 
took of  it  with  his  daughter  and  giiest,  and  shortly  after 
recollecting  some  sylvan  task,  (for  though  to  little  effi- 
cient purpose,  he  stHl  regularly  attended  to  his  duties  as 
Ranger,)  be  called  Bevis,  and  went  out,  leaving  the  two 
vmuig  people  together. 

"  Now,"  said  the  amorous  Prince  to  himself,  **  th«t 
Alice  is  left  without  her  lion,  it  remains  to  see  whether 
she  is  herself  of  a  tigress  breed. — So,  Sir  Bevis  has  left 
his  charge,"  he  md  idoud  ;  *<  I  thought  the  knights  of 
old,  those  stern  guMrdiftns  of  wfakh  be  is  so  fit  a  repre- 
sentative, were  more  rigorous  in  maintttining  a  vigilant 
guard." 

*'  Bevis,"  sajd  Alice,  *'  knows  that  bis  attendance  on 
me  is  totally  needUiss ;  and,  moreover,  he  has  other  du- 
ties to  perform,  which  every  true  knigbt  prefers  to  dang- 
ling the  whole  morning  by  a  lady's  sleeve." 

'<  You  speak  treason  against  all  true  affection,"  said 
the  gallant ;  **  a  lady's  lightest  wish  should,  to  a  true 
knight,  be  more  binding"  Uian  aught  excepting  the  sum- 
mons of  his  sovereige.  I  wish.  Mistress  AJ^e,  you  would 
but  intimate  your  slightest  desire  to  me,  and  you  should 
see  how  I  have  practised  obedience.'' 

"  You  never  brought  me  word  what  o'clock  it  was  this 
morning,"  replied  the  young  lady,  "  and  there  I  sat  ques- 
tioning of  ihe  wiogs  of  time,  when  I  should  have  remem- 
bered that  gentlemen's  gallantry  can  be  quite  as  fugitive 
as  Time  himself.  How  do  you  know  wbal  yoer  ^ttsebe- 
Ae«ce  .may  have  eost  me  and  others  f  Pudding  and 
pastry  may  have  been  burnt  to  a  cinder,  for,  sir,  I  practise 
ibe  old  domestic  rule  of  visiting  the  kitchen  ;  or  I  may 
iMvie  missed  prayers,  or  I  may  have  been  too  late  for 
aa  appointment,  simply  by  the  neglig^ice  of  Master 
Louie  Kernegujr  failing  to  let  me  know  the  hour  of  the 
4ay." 

"  O,"  replied  Keroeguy,  ^*  I  am  one  of  those  lovers 
who  cannot  endure  absence — I  must  be  eternally  at  the 


108  DiroaDiiT#ci> 

feet  of  tny  fair  enemy-^-suc^,  I  tbmky  is  the  title  with 
which  romances  teach  us  to  grace  the  btw  and  cruel  to 
whom  we  devote  our  hearts  and  Uvea. — Speak  for  me, 
good  lute,"  he  added^  takiog  up  the  inatr^m^Ilt9  ''  and 
show  whether  1  know  not  my  duty." 

He  sungy  but  with  more  taste  than  execution,  the  air 
of  a  French  rondelai^  to  which  some  of  the  wits  or  son- 
netteers,  in  his  gay  and  roving  train,  had  adapted  Englisb 
verses. 

An  hour  with  thee  ! — When  earliest  day 
Dapples  with  gold  the  eastern  grey, 
Oh,  what  can  frame  my  mind  to  bear 
The  toil  and  tarmoi),  cark  and  care, 
New  grie&  which  coming  hours  anibid. 
And  sad  remembrance  of  the  old  f 

One  hour  with  thee. 

One  hour  with  thee ! — When  Iraming  Jhne 
Waves  his  red  flag  at  pitch  of  noon  ; 
What  shall  repay  the  fiiilhful  swain. 
His  labour  on  the  sultry  plain ; 
And  more  than  cave  or  shelt'ring  bough. 
Cool  feverish  blood,  and  throbbing  brow  t — 

One  hour  with  thee. 

One  hour  with  thee  ! — When  son  is  ael 
O,  what  can  teach  me  to  forget 
The  thankless  labours  of  the  day^ 
The  hopes,  the  wishes,  flung  away  ; 
The  increasing  wants,  and  lessening  grains. 
The  master's  pride,  who  scorns  my  pains  t 

One  hour  with  diee. 

"  Truly,  there  is  another  verse,**  said  the  songster  ; 
"  but  I  sing^it  not  to  you.  Mistress  Alice,  because  some 
of  the  prudes  of  the  courts  liked  it  not." 

"  I  thank  you.  Master  Louis,"  answered  the  youog 
lady,  "  both  for  your  discretion  in  singing  what  has  girtNt 
me  pleasure,  and  in  forbearing  what  might  ofiend  me. 
Though  a  country  girl,  I  pretend  to  be  so  far  of  the 
court  mode,  as  to  receive  nothing  which  does  not  pass 
J*urrent  among  the  better  class  there." 
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<*  1  wotild,"  answered  Louis,  *^  drat  you  were  m  well 
confirmed  in  tbeir  creed,  as  to  let  all  p^ss  whb  you,  to 
which  court  ladies  would  give  currency." 

**  And  what  would  be  the  consequence  ?"  said  Alice, 
with  perfect  composure. 

'^  In  that  case,"  said  Louis,  embarrassed  like  a  gen- 
eral who  finds  that  his  preparations  for  attack  do  not 
seem  to  strike  either  fear  or  conftision  into  the  enemy— 
^*  In  that  case  you  would  f<»*give  me,  fair  Alice,  if  I  spoke 
to  you  in  a  warmer  language  than  that  of  mere  gallautry 
— if  I  told  you  bow  much  my  heart  was  interested  in 
what  you  consider  as  idle  jesting — if  1  seriously  owned 
it  was  in  your  power  to  make  me  the  happiest  or  the 
most  miserable  of  human  beings." 

^*  Master  Kemeguy,"  said  Alice,  with  the  same  un- 
shaken non-chalance,  *<  let  us  understand  each  other.  I 
am  little  acquainted  with  high-bred  manners,  and  I  am 
unwilling,  I  tell  you  plainly,  to  be  accounted  a  silJy  coun- 
try girl,  who,  either  from  ignorance  or  conceit,  is  start- 
led at  every .  word  of  gallantry  addressed  to  her  by  a 
young  man,  who  for  the  present  has  nothing  better  to  do 
than  coin  and  circulate  such  false  compliments.  But  I 
must  not  let  this  fear  of  seeming  rustic  and  awkwardly  . 
timorous  carry  me  too  far  j  and  bekig  ignorant  of  the 
exact  limits,  I  will  take  care  to  stop  within  them." 

**  I  trust,  madam,"  said  Kemeguy,  "  that  however 
severely  you  may  be  disposed  to  judge  of  me,  your  jus- 
tice will  not  punish  me  too  severely  for  an  ofieoee,  of 
which  your  charms  are  alone  the  occasion  ?" 

'*  Hear  me  out,  sir,  if  you  please,'?  resimied  Alioe. 
"  I  have  listened  to  you  when  you  spoke  en  ftefyer— 
nay,  my  complaisance  has  been  so  great,  as  to  answer 
you  en  bergere — for  I  do  not  think  any  tUiig  emeept  rid- 
icule can  come  of  dialogues  betwixt  Lindor  and  Jeanne- 
ton  ;  and  the  principal  fault  of  the  style  is  its  extreme 
and  tiresome  silliness  and  affectation.  But  when  jpou- be- 
gin to  kneel,  oflfer  to  take  my  hand,  and  speak  with  a 
more  serious  tone,  I  must  remind  you  of  our  real  efaar- 
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fteleran  I  «niihe  ihogaMr  of  Sir  Hmjy  Lee,  jir  f  and 
you  Mf%  or  fMofeas  to  be>  Master  Loub  jCeraqpu/^  07 
brother's  page,  {umI  a  fugitive  for  shelter  uader  my  fath- 
er's rool^  wfco  ioeura  dagger  by  the  harbour  be  affords 
you,  and  whose  household,  thereiore,  ought  not  to  be 
^stairbed  by  your  w^pifasi^  io^^ortunitiesu" 

''lwoi^«oasaFeB,,£ur  Alice,"  said  the  King,  '<that 
your  oiayections  lo  the  eoit  which  I  am  urging,  not  in  jest, 
but  nnst  setiou^yf  as  that  00  whicfa  my  happiness  de- 
pends, rested  only  00  the  low  and  precarious  station  of 
Louis  Kemeguy  ! — ^Alice,  thou  liast  the  soul  of  thy  fam- 
ily, and  mast  needs  love  honour.  I  am  00  more  the 
neeily  Scottish  page,  whom Ihav^, for  my  own  purposes 

rersonated,  than  I  am  the  awkward  loott  whose  manners 
adopted  o*  tiie  first  aight  of  our  acquaintance*  This 
hand,  poor  as  I  ^seemt  c«o  confer  a  coronet," 

^'  Keep  it»"  said  AUce*  ^^  for  some  more  amhiribus 
dawinl,  my  lord^-^or  auch  I  cowslude  is  your  tid^  if 
•this  romance  >be  truoy-^I  would  not  aocept  your  band, 
coidd  you  confer  a  -dneby/' 

^*  In  one  sense,  lovely  Alice,  you  have  neither  over- 
tratet  my  powier  nor  my  affection.  It  is  your  King — itis 
Charles  Stuart  who  speaks  to  you  I— he  can  confer 
dttchiea,  and  if  boauiy  can  merit  them^it  is  that  of  Alice 
Lee.  Nay,  aay~«ise~ilo  not  Imeel-^jt  is  for  your 
aompeign  ito  kneel  lo  tbee,  Alice,  to  whom  he  is  a  thou- 
-aand  tines  more  devoted,  than  tbe  wanderer^  Loins,  dar- 
ed iRemtnra  to  paafess  bisEMielC  My  Alice  has,  I  know, 
been  trained  wp  in  those  princjidea  of  love  and  obedience 
^  hAr  anweffoign,  thai  she  cannot,  ia  oooscience  or  in 
-tBOBOf , mfliet cm  himaocli a  wound  as  wmld ibe  iofdied 
tn  the  rapoiQa  of  Ua  suk." 

In  apiie  of  ai  Gharias-a  i^teo^  to  prevent  her,  Alice 
had  peraaiiered  in  kneelii^  on  ««e  k^iee,  nntil  she  had 
'loiBokad  witb  her  lip  the  band  with  which  b^  attempted 
•aa  raaae  bar*  But  this  sainftatioo  ended,  .she  ^ood  up- 
Tight,  with  her  arms  folded  00  her  bosons — ^ber  looks 
bnaable,  bat  composed,  keen  and  watchful,  and  so  pos- 
sessed of  herself,  so  little  flattered  by  the  communica 


til 

yiAAth  the  Khg  had  wippwui  wuM  bmm  htmm 
oyerpowering,  that  be  scarce  knew  ia  arhat  ftemis  ntBt 
Id  urge  his  soKettatioo. 

«<  Thm  an  siiMi-**tboo  an  sileat/'  ke  aaidi  *<  a|r 
pratty  Aliee.  H«a  the  Kiog  tto  «KMre  kiAueiiee  ^¥kb  4haa 
dHtn  Ae  pobP  SMttiab  ftkge  i" 

**  lo  one  sense  every  influeaac,"  aaki  Alica ;  **  for  he 
MtDtnatids  my  beat  theiigfatft,  any  heat  wishea,  my  earnest 
pwfeirs,  luy  ^evt)terf  loyaiky^  ivUcfa^  as  tha  aaaa  af  the 
House  of  Lee  ha^  %aen  «iror  raacfy  to  testify  with  tha 
sword,  soarethe  woaaanhooadto  aealyif  Beoeasary^with 
'  their  blood.  But  befaad  the  duties  of  a  ttae  aiid  d&» 
voted  auhjact,  the  Kiag  is  even  len  lo  Alice  Laa  than 
poor  Loots  K«rDeg«iy%  The  Psge  oomM  have  tandaaed 
all  hoiMMiraMe  union— >^e  Moaaroh  can  bat  mSu  a  eon* 
tauiiBMed  'Cofonei. 

"■You  mistake,  Alieer-Tou  mialaka,"  aasd  tha  King, 
eagerly.  *<Sitdown  and  kt  ase  apeak  la  yau'  aitdawa 
•^¥^Mt  iat  you  iear  f» 

**  I  fear  nortMig,  tnyliege,"  aaswaaed  ABca^  **  What 
nm  I  fear  'from  the  Kkig  of  Britti»^I,  the  daughtor  of 
hht  loydl  subject,  and  «ndar  »y  Cither's  Toof  ?  But  I  re* 
meflober  tfae-dialaoee  tNMwise  ua,  and  diovgh  laiight  tiiia 
and  jeiH  wMitnthe  e^l,  to  my  King  I  UDUat  on^  appaar 
fn  the  dutifid  postured  a  aahyeet,!UBlaaB  whtm  his  aafis^ 
any  'seem  to  re^rire,  tifaat  I  do  not  aokaowfedga  Ua 
di^Ay.^ 

Cfaatfcs tfiough  young,  haiag  nonoaiee  in  awah  aoaaaa, 
was  surprised  to  eneeunasr  raabtanca  of  a  kind  which 
tmd  not  been  opposed  'to  hiRi  id  sin^ar  pursttits,  avaa  ki 
eases  where  he  had  been  uosoeeaaaial.  These  ^wasmaith^ 
er  anger,  nor  idjored  pride,  nordiaoidar,.nor  diadaisy  rtd 
or  affected,  ia  the  maanera  and  toonduct  of  Alice.  She 
Moo#,  as  'h  aeemed, calmly  pvaparad to  avgoe  on 4haattb- 
^t,  'Which  is  genetf^aiy  dMdAed  by  paask»**«:abow»d  no 
indifmtion  to  esci^4irwan  the  apartment,  but  aH>eared 
tf^ermhredto  hear  wilii  patience  the  suit  of  the  bvet^^ 
wMte  tier  eoumenanee  and  nuawer  intimated  that  she 


b«d  this  camfUuwamef  only  ia  defereoo^  to  ibe  oom- 
mands  of  the  Kiog. 

<*  She  is  amhitious,"  thought  Charles  ;  *^  it  is  by 
dazzling  her  love  of  glory,  not  by  mere  passiooate  en- 
Ireaties  that  I  mitft  hope  to  be  succosaTul. — ^I  pray  you 
be  seated,  my  fair  Alice,"  he  said,  '^  the  lover  eelreats 
*^the  King  commands  you." 

'*  The  Kiag,"  said  Alice,  *^  may  permit  the  relaxation 
of  the  ceremonies  due  to  royalty,  but  he  cannot  abrogate 
the  subject's  duty,  even  by  express  command.  I  stand 
here  while  it  is  your  MajesQr's  pleasure  to  address  me-— 
a  patient  listener,  as  in  duty  bound." 

^*  Know  then,  simple  girl,"  said  the  King,  <*  that  in 
accepting  my  proffered  affection  and  protection,  you 
break  through  no  law,  either  of  virtue  or  morality. 
Those  who  are  born  to  royalty  are  deprived  of  many  of 
the  comforts  of  private  life— chiefly  that  which  iS|  per- 
haps, the  dearest  and  most  precious,  the  power  of  choos- 
ing their  own  mates  for  life.  Their  formal  weddings  are 
guided  upon  principles  of  political  expedience  only,  and 
those  to  whom  they  are  wedded  are  frequently,  in  tem- 
per, person,  and  disposition,  the  most  unlikely  to  make 
them  happy.  Sode^  has  oommiseration,  therefore,  to- 
wards us,  and  binds  our  unwilling  and  often  unhappy 
wedlocks  with  chains  of  a  lighter  and  more  easy  charac-* 
ter  than  those  which  fetter  other  men,  whose  marriage 
ties,  as  more  voluntarily  assumed,  ought,  in  proportion,  to 
be  more  strictly  binding.  And  therefore,  ever  since  the 
time  that  old  Henry  built  these  walls,  priests  and  pre- 
lates, asweU.aa  ooUes  and  statesmen,  have  been  accua- 
toflied  to  see  a  Fair  RosamoDd  rule  the  heart  of  aa  afieo- 
tionale  monarch,  and  console  him  for  the  few  hours  of 
eoostraiot  and  -state  which  he  must  bestow  upon  some 
angry  and  jealous  Eleanor.  To  such  a  connexion  the 
world  attaches  no  blame  ;  they  rush  to  the  festival  to  ad- 
mire the  betuty  of  the  lovely  Esther,  ??hile  the  imperi 
ous  Vasbti,  is  left  to  queen  it  in  solitude ;  they  throng  Jie 
palace  to  ask  her  protection,  whose  influence  is  more  in 
tlie  state  an  hundred  times  than  that  of  the  proud  consort « 
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Immt  oApriag  mnk  witb  the  nobles  of  the  landt  and  viiidt- 
eate  by  tbeir  courage,  like  the  celebrated  Loogsword, 
iWl  of  Salisbury,  tbeir  deseent  from  royalty  aod  from 
lore.  From  such  connexions  our  richest  ranks  of  nobles 
are  recruited  ;  and  the  mother  lives,  in  the  greatness  of 
ber  posterity  honoured  and  blessed,  as  she  died. lament- 
ed and  wept,  in  the  arms  of  love  and  friendship*" 

**  Did  Rosamond  so  die,  my  lord  ?''  sud  Alice. 
^*  Our  jrecords  say  she  was  poisoned  by  the  injured 
Queeo— poiscmed,  wttbout  time  allowed  to  call  to  Grod 
br  the  pardon  erf  her  many  faults.  Did  her  memory  so 
live  f  I  have  heard  that,  when  the  Bishop  purified  the 
cbmroh  at  Godstowe,  her  monument  was  broken  open 
by  his  orders,  and  her  bones  thrown  out  into  unconse^ 
etftted  groufid/' 

'^  Those  were  rude  old  days,  sweet  Alice,"  answered 
Charles ;  ^<  queens  are  not  now  so  jealous,  nor  bishops 
so  rigorous.  And  know,  besides,  that,  in  the  lands  to 
which  I  would  lead  the  loveliest  of  her  sex,  other  laws 
obtain,  which  remove  from  such  ties  even  the  slighteM 
show  of  scandal.  There  is  a  mode  of  matrimony,  which^ 
fulfilling  all  the  rites  of  the  church,  leaves  no  stain  on 
the  conscience  ;  yet  investing  the  bride  with  none  of 
tko  privileges  peculiar  to  her  husband's  condition,  infring- 
es not  upon  the  duties  which  the  King  owes  to  his  sub- 
jects. So  that  Alice  Lee  may  in  all  respects,  become  the 
real  and  lawful  wife  of  Charies  Stuart,  except  that  ibeir 
private  union  gives  her  no  title  to  be  Queen  of  England." 

**  My  ambition,"  said  Alice,  *'  will  be  si^kiently 
gfbtified  to*  see  Charles  king,  without  aiming  to  share 
either  his  dignity  in  public,  or  tiis  wealth  and  regal  luxury 
in  private." 

^*  I  understand  thee,  Alice,'  said  the  King,  hurt  but 
not  displeased.  <*  You  ridicule  me,  being  a  fugitive,  for 
speaking  like  a  king.  It  is  a  habit,  I  admit,  which  ] 
have  learned,  and  of  which  even  misfortune  cannot  cure 
me.  But  my  case  is.  not  so  desperate  as  you  may  sup- 
pose.    My  friends  are  still  many  in  these  kingdoms^  mv 
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tUtes  abretil  tre  bound,  by  regard  to  dMnr  ouni  i 
to  ^spotttie  tny  cause.  1  barre  hopes  givao  nM  firMS 
Spurn,  (rom  France,  and  from  other  natieM ;  and  I  bami 
confidence  that  fnjr  father's  blood  bae  not  been  poured 
forth  in  irtJm^  war  is  doomed  lo  dry  up  witlioot  doe  veo* 
geanee.  My  trust  is  in  Him  ffoni  ivJknb  pria»ea  <tf riee 
their  title,  and  tbmk  what  tbou  wilt  of  my  present  eon* 
dftion,  I  bare  perfect  confidence  4ha«  I  sbatl  one  day  sit 
on  the  throne  of  Eneiaiid." 

^  May  God  grant  It i"  said  AKea  ;  »»d  tfa^  faofnoy 
graatit,  noble  Pnnoe,  deign  to  eonsictor  wfaetfaer  yon  now 
pursue  a  eendyol  iicely  to  eonoiKate  Ms  faroun  TUotk 
of  the  course  you  recommend  to  a  motherless  maideo, 
who  has  oe  better  defence  against  your  sopUMry,  tfasp 
what  a  sense  of  morality,  together  ^ith  the  oafnial  feel* 
ing  of  female  dignity  inspires.  Whether  the  deaitfa  of 
her  father,  whieb  would  be  the  oense^ieoce  of  her  tm« 
prudence  ^-^-whather  the  despair  of  her  brother,  wboee 
life  has  been  so  often  in  peril  to  sa%'e  that  of  yam 
Majesty  ;*«*whether  the  dishonour  of  the  roof  mkk 
has  sheltered  yon,  will  read  well  in  your  annals,  or  «re 
eyents  likely  to  propitiate  God,  whose  contfoversy  widi 
your  House  has  been  but  too  visible,  or  reeoyer  tko 
aflbctioos  of  the  people  of  England,  in  whose  eyes  eiiok 
actMHis  are  an  abomination,  I  leave  to  your  own  vojnA 
mind  to  consider." 

Charles  paused,  struck  with  a  turn  to  the  oonverentioa 
which  placed  bis  own  interests  more  in  coUiuoo  with  iho 
gratification  of  his  present  passion  than  be  bad  supposed. 

'^  If  your  Majesty,"  said  Alice,  curtsyii^  deeply^ 
'^  has  no  farther  conamaads  for  my  attendance,  m^r  I 
be  permitted  to  withdraw  .?" 

^  Stay  yet  a  little,  strange  and  impracti^Ue  girl,''  said 
the  King,  "  and  answer  me  but  one  question  :*--*Is  it  the 
bwness  of  my  present  fortunes  that  makes  my  suit  coih 
temptible  f " 

^^  I  have  nothing  to  conceal,  my  Uege,"  she  said* 
'  and  my  answer  ehall  be  as  plam  aod  direct  as  the  qyo»* 
tion  you  have  asked.  If  I  could  have  been  moved  to  an 
act  of  igDominious,  insane,  and  ungrateful  folly,  it  could 
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atlf  iMe  fifDOi  ny  lpeiiigUittd«d  by  ifast  pMnoo,  wliiefc 
I  Mi«veis  pbaded  mt  an  exeine  mr  foHy  and  for  erhm 
oMtth  more  ^eii  than  ii  bai  a  real  exiatenca.  I  must, 
ia  alMvt,  faaura  bara  in  kura,  as  it  ia  caUed--*-and  that  might 
bavei>eeo  with  my  ei)ml«-4ittt  avrely  never  with  my  90T* 
BMig/Oi,  whether  aoeb  oaly  m  ticlei  er  in  poaseasion  of  hit 
kiogdom*" 

*^  Y^  byaky  waa  ever  the  pride,  almost  the  ruling  paa^ 
sion,  of  year  family,  Alice,"  said  the  King. 

^  And  couM  I  reconcile  that  loyalty,"  said  Alice, 
*^  with  indulging  my  sovereim,  by  permitting  him  to 
pvosecute  a  suit  dishonoorable  to  himself  as  to  me  f 
Ought  I,  as  a  faithfiil  subject,  to  join  him  in  a  foMy,  which 
ashpit  throw  yet  another  smmbKng-^bleck  im  the  padi  (o 
his  restoration,  and  could  only  serve  to  dHnmisfa  bis  se- 
eufity,  even  if  he  were  seated  upon  hia  throne  f** 

*^  At  this  rate,"  said  Charles,  diacontenledly,  ^  I  had 
bet(nr  have  retained  my  charadef  of  the  page,  than  as- 
aanaed  that  of  a  sovereigti,  which  it  seems  is  sMl  more 
irreconcilable  with  my  wishes." 

<•  My  candour  shall  go  still  far*er,^  said  AKee.  «  I 
eoirid  have  fek  as  litde  for  Louis  Kemeguy  as  for  the  hehr 
of  Britain  ;  for  such  love  as  1  have  to  bestow,  (and  it  is 
aol  each  as  I  read  of  in  romance,  or  hear  poured  forth 
m  emig,)  has  been  already  conferred  on  another  object 
Tfaia  gives  your  Majesty  pain — ^I  am  sorry  i&t  iv-^but  the 
wholesoOQest  medicines  are  often  bitter.'* 

**  Tea,"  answered  the  King,  with  some  asperity,  ^  and 
physicians  are  reasonable  enough  to  expect  their  patients 
to  swallow  them,  as  if  they  were  honeycomb.— It  is 
true  then,  that  whispered  tale  of  the  cousin  Cokmel ;  and 
the  daoghler  of  the  loyal  Lee  has  set  her  heart  upon  a 
rebellious  ianatic  ?"  ^ 

**  My  }ove  was  given  ere  I  knew  what  these  words 
fcnatie  and  rebel  meant.  I  recalled  it  not,  for  1  am  sat- 
isfied, thaft  amidst  the  great  distractions  which  divide 
the  kingdom^  the  person  to  whom  you  allude  has  chosen 
fab  part,  erroneously  perhaps,  but  conscientiously— he, 
therafore,  has  ^H  the  highest  place  in  nfiy  affection  and 
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esteem.  More  be  canoot  have,  and  wUl  not  ask,  uiiti^ 
some  happy  turn  shall  recoocile  these  pobUc  differefiees) 
and  mj  father  be  once  more  recoaciled  to  him.  Devotil^ 
ly  do  I  pray  that  such  an  event  may  occur  by  your  Majes-> 
ty's  speedy  and  unanimous  restoralioB  !" 

^'  You  have  found  out  a  reasoii,"  said  the  King,  pet- 
tishly, '*  to  make  me  detest  the  thought  of  such  a  change, 
nor  have  you,  Alice,  any  sincere  interest  to  pray  for  it. 
On  the  contrary,  do  you  not  see  that  your  lover,  walking 
side  by  side  with  Cromwell,  may,  or  rather  must,  share 
his  power  f  nay,  if  Lambert  dees  not  anticipate  him,' 
he  may  trip  ap  Oliver's  heels,  and  reign  in  his  stead. 
And  think  you  not  he  will  find  means  to  overcame  the 
pcide  of  the  loyal  Lees,  and  achieve  an  union,  for  which 
things  are  better  prepared  than  that  which  Cromwell  is 
said  to  meditate  bMBtwixt  one  of  his  brats  and  the  no  iesa 
toyal  heir  of  Fauconberg  ?" 

<'  Your  Majesty,"  said  Alice,  *'  has  found  a  way  at 
length  to  avenge  yourself-*^if  what  I  have  said  deserves 
vengeance.'' 

*'  I  could  point  out  a  yet  shorter  road  to  yoar  union," 
s^d  Charles,  without  minding  her  distress,  or  perhaps 
aajoying  the  pleasure  of  retaJiation.  '^  Suppose  that 
you  sent  your  Colonel  word  that  there  was  one  Chartes 
Stuart  here,  who  had  come  to  disturb  the  Saints  in  their 
peaceful  government,  which  they  had  acquired  by  prayer 
and  preaching,  pike  and  gun — and  suppose  he  had  the 
art  to  bring  do\yn  a  half-score  of  troopers,  quite  enough, 
as  times  go,  to  decide  the  fate  of  this  heir  of  royalty-— 
think  you  not  the  possession  of  such  a  prize  as  this  might 
obtain  from  the  Rumpers,  or  from  Cromwell,  such  a  re-^ 
ward  as  might  overcome  your  father's  objections  to  a 
roundhead's  alliai^e,  and  place  the  fair  Alice  and  her 
cousin  Colonel  m  full  possession  of  their  wishes  ?" 

''  My  liege,"  said  Alice,  her  cheeks  glowing,  and  her 
eyes  sparkling^for  she  too  had  her  share  of  die  hered- 
itary temperament  of  her  family,—'*  this  passes  my  pa- 
tience. I  have  heard,  without  expressing  anger^  the  most 
ignominious  persuasions  addressed  to  myself,  and  I  have 


vindicated  myself  for  refasmg  to  be  the  paramour  kA  a 
fugitive  Prince,  as  if  i  had  been  excusing  myself  from 
accepting  a  share  of  an  actual  crown-— But  do  you  think 
J  can  hear  all  who  are  dear  to  me  slandered  withouc 
emotion  or  reply  f  I  will  not,  sir  ;  and  were  you  seated 
with  all  the  terrors  of  your  father's  Star-chamber  around 
you,  you  should  hear  me  defend  the  absent  and  the  in- 
nocent. Of  my  father  1  will  say  nothing,  but  that  if  he 
is  how  without  wealth, — without  state,  almost  without  a 
sheltering  home  and  needful  food — it  is  because  he  spent 
all  in  the*serv1ce  of  the  King.  He  needed  not  to  commit 
any  act  of  treachery  or  villany  to  obtain  wealth — he  had 
an  ample  conij^etence  in  his  own  possessions.  For 
Markham  Everard — be  knows  no  such  thing  as  selfishness 
-^e  would  not,  for  broad  England,  had  she  the  treasures 
of  Peru  in  her  bosom,  and  a  paradise  on  her  surface,  do 
a  deed  that  would  disffrace  his  own  name,  or  injure  the 
feelings  of  another — Kings,  my  liege,  may  take  a  lesson 
from  him.     My  liege,  for  the  present  I  take  my  leave.'' 

"  Alice,  Alice — stay  !"  exclaimed  the  King.  "  She 
IS  gone.  This  must  be  virtue — real,  disinterested,  over- 
awing virtue — or  there  is  no  such  thing  on  earth.  Yet 
Wilmot  and  ViUiers  will  not  believe  a  word  of  it,  but  add 
the  tale  to  the  other  wonders  of  Woodstock. — Tis  a  rare 
wench  !  and  I  profess,  to  use  the  Colonel's  obtestation^ 
that  I  know  not  whether  to  forgive  and  be  friends  with 
ber,  or  study  a  dire  revenge.  If  it  were  not  for  that 
accursed  cousin — that  puritan  Colonel — I  could  forgive 
every  thing  else  to  so  noUe  a  wench.  But  a  round-head- 
ed rebel  preferred  to  me— the  preference  avowed  fo  my 
face,  and  justified  with  the  assertion  that  a  King  might 
lake  a  lesson  from  him — it  is  gall  and  wormwood.  If 
the  old  man  had  not  come  up  this  morning  as  he  did,  the 
King  should  have  taken  or  given  a  lesson,  and  a  severe 
one.  It  was  a  mad  rencontre  to  venture  upon  with  my 
rank  and  responsibility — and  yet  this  wench  has  made 
me  so  angry  with  her,  and  so  envious  of  him,  that  if  an 
opportunity  ofifered,  1  should  scarce  be  able  to  forbear 
him. — Ha  ! — whom  have  we  here  ?" 
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The  tfHeijaetioD  at  lh#  oondhwioa  of  tbia  royal  soUIo 
qufi  was  «ccaaio&ed  by  the  unexpected  entrance  of 
another  personage  of  the  drama. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

i 

ifcmiirf.  ShtSlqpeakawotdinyDurjBwt  ^ 

CUfudiQ.  God  blew  me  from  a  challenge! 

Much  Ado  about  Nothing. 

m 

As  Charles  was  about  to  leave  thje  apartment,  he  was 
prevented  by  the  appearance  of  Wildrake,  who  entered 
with  an  unusual  degree  of  swagger  in  his  gait,  and  of  fan- 
tastic importance  on  his  brow.  **  I  crave  your  pardOD| 
fair  sir,^'  he  said  y  **  but,  as  they  say  in  my  country, 
when  doors  are  open  dogs  enter.  Iha^e  knocked  and 
called  in  the  hall  to  no  purpose ;  so,  knowing  the  way  to 
this  parlour,  sir, — for  I  am  a  light  partizan,  and  the  road 
I  once  travel  I  never  forget, — I  ventured  to  present  nrp* 
self  unannounced." 

<'  Sir  Henry  Lee  is  abroad^  sir,  I  believe,  in  tbe 
Chase,*'  said  Charles,  coldly,  for  the  appearance  of  this 
somewhat  vulgar  debauchee  was  not  agreeable  to  htm  at 
the  moment,  '^  and  Master  Albert  Lee  has  left  the  Lodge 
for  two  or  three  dajrs." 

"  I  am  aware  of  it,  sir,**  said  Wildrake  ;  "  bot  I  have 
no  business  at  present  with  either." 

^^  And  with  whom  is  }rour  business  ?^  said  Charles  ; 
'^  that  is,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  ask— since  I  think  it 
cannot  in  possibility  be  with  me.** 

"  Pardon  me  in  turn,  sir,**  answered  the  eavaiier ; 
^'  in  no  possibiRty  can  it  be  imparled  to  any  other  tot 
yourself,  if  you  be,  as  I  think  you  are,  thongh  in  som^ 
thing  better  habit.  Master  Louis  Gimigo,  the  Soottisfa 
gendeman  who  waits  upon  Master  Albert  Lee.'* 
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<'  I  am  all  you  ara  lika  to  find  for  biow*' 

**  In  truth,'*  said  the  cavalier,  <^  I  do  porc^ve  a  diflhr«> 
9Dce»  OMt  rest  and  battar  clotbiog  will  do  muob  ;  and 
I  ani  glad  of  it,  wca  I  would  be  sorry  to  bare  brougbt  t 
niessage,  sucb  as  1  am  cbargftd  witb,  to  a  tatttrdenalion/' 

<*  Let  us  get  to  the  business,  sir,  if  you  please,"  said 
the  King«-«^*  You  have  a  message  for  ma,  you  say  ?" 

**  True,  sir,"  replied  Wildrafce  ;  <M  am  the  bieai  of 
Colonel  Markbam  Everard,  sir,  a  tall  man,  and  a  worthy 
person  in  the  £Kld,  althov^  I  eould  wish  him  a  better 
cause — A  message  I  have  lo  you,  i^  is  oerMn,  in  a  sligbt 
note,  which  I  take  the  liberty  ot  presemiog  with  the 
usual  formalities/'  So  sayii^  be  drew  his  sward,  put 
the  billet  he  mentioned  upon  the  point,  and,  making  a 
profound  bow,  presented  it  to  Charles. 

The  disguised  Moaarcb  accepted  of  it,  with  a  grate 
return  of  ^e  salute,  and  said,  as  be  was  about  to  opea 
the  letter,  "  I  am  fiot,  I  presume,  to  exped  friendly  ccbh 
tents  in  an  epistle  preseated  in  so  hostile  a  manner  f " 

**  A-hem,  sir,"  replied  the  ambassador,  clearing  hie 
voice,  while  he  arranged  a  suitable  answer,  in  which  the 
mild  strain  of  diplomacy  might  be  properly  maintained ; 
*'  not  utterly  hostile,  I  suppose,  sir,  is  the  intitauoo, 
through  it  be  such  as  must  be  construed  in  the  eoa»* 
mencement  rather  bellicose  and  pugnacious*  I  trust,  sir^ 
we  shall  find  that  a  few  thrusts  ym&  n^ke  a  handsome 
conclusion  of  the  busmess  ;  and  so,  as  my  oU  master 
used  to  say,  Pnos  umdimr  e«  ielio.  For  my  own  poet 
share,  I  am  truly  glad  to  have  been  graced  b^  my  friend 
llarkham  Everard  m  this  matter-^the  raitber  as  I  feared 
tl)e  puritan  principles  with  which  he  is  embued,  (I  wM 
confess  the  trut^ta  you,  worthy  sir,)  might  have  redder* 
ed  him  uowilling,  from  certain  scruple^  to  have  taken 
Uie  gentlemanlike  and  honourable  mode  of  righting  hitii** 
self  in  such  a  case  as  the  present.  And  as*  I  render  a 
friend's  duty  to  my  friend  so  I  humUy  hope,  Master  Loum 
Gimigo,  that  I  do  no  ii^stkie  to  you,  in  preparing  the  way 
for  the  proposed  meetmg,  wbere,  give  me  leave  to  say,  I 
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trust,  ihtt  if  fio  fffta)  secident  occur,  we  shall  be  al 
better  friends  when  the  skirmish  is  over  than  we  were 
before  it  began." 

"  I  should  suppose  so,  sir,  in  any  case,'*  said  Charles 
looking  at  the  letter  ;  "  worse  than  mortal  enemies  we 
can  scarce  be,  and  it  is  that  footing  upon  which  this  billet 
places  us*" 

"  You  »iy  true,  sir,"  said  WWrake  }  "  it  is,  sir,  a 
cartel,  introducing  to  a  single  combat,  for  the  pacific  ob- 
ject of  restoring  a  perfect  good  understanding  betwixt 
the  survirers — in  case  that  fortunately  that  word  can  be 
used  in  the  plural  after  the  event  of  the  meeting." 

"  In  short,  we  only  fight,  I  suppose,"  replied  the  King, 
**  dMt  we  may  come  to  a  perfectly  good  and  amicable 
understanding?" 

"  You  are  right  again,  sir  ;  and  I  thank  you  for  the 
clearness  of  your  apprehension,"  said  Wildrake. — "  Ah, 
9ir,  it  is  eaqr  to  do  with  a  person  of  honour  and  of  in- 
tellect in  such  a  case  as  this.  And  I  beseech  you,  sir, 
as  a  personal  kindness  to  myself,  that,  as  the  morning  is 
Gke  to  be  frosty,  and  myself  am  in  some  sort  rheumatic 
—as  war  will  krave  its  scars  behind,  sir — I  say,  I  will  en- 
treat of  you  to  bring  with  you  some  gentleman  of  honour, 
who  will  not  disdain  to  take  part  of  what  is  going  for- 
ward— a  sort  of  pot-luck,  sir — with  a  poor  old  soldier 
like  myself — that  we  may  take  no  harm  by  standing  un- 
occupied during  such  cold  weather." 

"  I  understand,  sir,"  replied  Charles  ;  "  if  this  mat- 
ter goes  forward,  be  assured  I  will  endeavour  to  provide 
you  wiUi  a  suitable  opponent." 

"  I  shall  remain  greatly  indebted  to  you,  sir,"  said 
Wilch'ake  ;  ^  and  I  am  by  no  means  curious  about  the 
quality  of  my  antagonist. — ^It  is  true  I  write  myself  es- 
quire and  gentleman,  and  should  account  myself  especial- 
ly honoured  by  crossing  my  sword  with  that  of  Sir  Henry 
or  Master  Albert  Lee  ;  but,  should  that  not  be  conven- 
ient, I  will  not  refuse  to  present  my  poor  person  in  oppo- 
sition to  any  gentleman  who  has  served  the  King,  which 
'  always  hold  as  a  sort  of  letters  of  nobility  in  itself,  and, 
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therefore,  would  od  do  account  deoline  the  dueUo  with 

such  a  person." 

''  The  King  is  much  obliged  to  you,  sir,"  said  the  dis- 
guised Prince, "  for  the  honouryou  do  his  faithful  subjects." 

^  O,  sir,  I  am  scrupulous  on  that  point — very  scru- 
pulous.— When  there  is  a  roundhead  in  question,  I  con- 
sult the  Herald's  books,  to  see  that  he  is  entitled  to  bear 
arms,  as  is  Master  Markham  Everard,  without  which,  I 
romise  you,  I  had  borne  none  of  his  cartel.  But  a 
cavalier  is  with  me  a  gentleman,  of  course — Pe  his  birth 
ever  so  low,  his  loyalty  has  ennobled  his  condition." 

"It  is  well,  sir,"  said  the  King.  "  This  paper  requests 
me  to  meet  Master  Everard  at  six  to-morrow  morning, 
at  the  tree  called  the  King's  Oak. — I  object  neither  to 
place  nor  time.  He  proffers  the  sword,  at  which,  he 
'  says,  we  possess  some  equality — I  do  not  decline  the 
weapon  ;  for  company,  two  gentlemen — I  shall  endeav- 
our to  procure  myself  an  associate,  and  a  suitable  partner 
for  you,  sir,  if  you  incline  to  join  in  the  dance." 

"  I  kiss  your  hand,  sir,  and  rest  yours,  under  a  sense 
of  obligation,"  answered  the  envoy. 

"  1  thank  you,  sir,"  continued  the  King  ;  "  I  will 
therefore  be  ready  at  place  and  time,  and  suitably  fur- 
nished ;  and  I  will  either  give  your  friend  such  satisfac- 
tion with  my  sword  as  he  requires,  or  will  render  him  such 
cause  ibr  not  doing  so  as  he  will  be  contented  with." 

"You  will  excuse  me,  sir,"  said  Wildrake,  "  if  my 
mind  is  too  dull,  under  the  circumstances,  to  conceive 
any  alternative  that  can  remain  betwixt  two  men  of  hon- 
our in  such  a  case,  excepting— sa — sa— !"  He  threw 
himself  into  a  fencing  position,  and  made  a  pass  with  his 
sheathed  rapier,  but  not  directed  towards  the  person  of 
the  King,  whom  he  addressed. 

"  Excuse  me,  sir,"  said  Charles,  "  if  1  do  not  trou- 
ble your  intellects  with  the  consideration  of  a  case  which 
may  not  occur. — But,  for  example,  T  may  plead  urgent 
employment  on  the  part  of  the  public." — ^This  he  spoke 
kn  a  low  ind  mysterious  tone  of  voice,  which  Wildrake 
11     VOL    n 
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appeared  perfectly  to  comprebeod  ;  for  he  laid  hit  for«^ 
finger  on  his  nose  with  what  he  meant  for  a  very  intei- 
Ugent  and  apprehensive  nod. 

*'  Sir/'  said  be^  **  if  you  be  engaged  in  any  a&ir  fcnr 
the  King,  my  friend  shall  have  every  reasonable  degree 
of  patience — Nay,  1  will  fight  bim  myself  id  your  stead, 
merely  to  stay  his  stomach,  rather  than  you  should  b« 
interrupted. — And,  sir,  if  you  can  find  room  in  your  en^ 
terprize  {or  a  poor  gentleman  that  has  followed  Lonsford 
and  Goring,  you  have  but  to  name  day,  time,  and  place  ot 
rendezvous  ;  for  truly,  sir,  I  am  tired  of  the  scald  haty 
cropped  hair,  and  undertaker's  cloak,  with  which  my 
friend  has  bedizened  me,  and  would  willingly  ruffle  itout 
onc^  more  in  the  King's  cause,  when  whether!  be  bang* 
ed,  or  hanged,  I  care  not." 

''I  shall  remember  what  you  say,  sir,  should  an  op^ 
portunity  occur,"  said  the  King ;  '^  and  I  wish  his  Mi^sty 
bad  many  such  subjects. — I  presume  our  business  is  now 
settled  ?" 

*'  When  you  shall  have  been  pleased,  sir,  to  give  me  a 
trifling  scrap  of  writing,  to  serve  for  my  credentials — for 
such,  you  know,  is  the  custom — ^your  written  cartel  hath 
its  written  answer." 

"  That,  sir,  will  I  presently  do,"  said  Charles,  "  and 
in  good  time — ^here  are  tlie  materials." 

"  And,  sir,"  continued  the  envoy — **  Ahi ! — ahem  !— 
if  you  have  interest  in  the  household  for  a  cup  of  sack — 
I  am  a  man  of  few  words,  and  am  somewhat  hoarse  with 
much  speaking — moreover,  a  serious  business  of  this  kind 
always  makes  one  thirsty. — Besides,  sir,  to  part  with  dry 
lips  argues  malice,  which  God  forbid  should  exist  in  such 
an  honourable  conjuncture." 

'^  I  do  not  boast  much  influedce  in  the  house,  sir," 
said  the  King  ;  "  but  if  you  would  have  the  condescen- 
sion to  accept  of  this  broad  piece  towards  quenching  your 
tliirst  at  the  George         " 

''  Sir,"  said  the  cavalier,  (for  the  times  admitted  of  this 
strange  species  of  courtesy,  nor  was  Wildrake  a  man  of 
such  peculiar  delicacy  as  keenly  to  dispute  the  matter) 
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*^^^  I  am  (Mice  again  beholden  to  you.  But  I  see  not 
flow  it  consists  with  my  honour  to  accept  of  such  accom- 
modation, unless  you  were  to  acconpaoy  and  partake?" 

"  Pardon  roe,  sir/'  replied  Charles,  "  my  safety  re- 
eommends  that  I  remain  rather  private  at  present." 

*^  Enough  said,"  Wildrake  observed  :  ^  poor  cavaliers 
must  not  stand  on  ceremony.  I  see,  sir,  you  understand 
cutter's  law — ^wben  one  tall  fellow  has  coin,  another  must 
not  be  thirsty.  I  wish  you,  sir,  a  continuance  of  health 
and  happiness  until  to-morrow  at  the  King's  Oak,  at  six 
o'clock." 

<'  Farewell,  sir,"  said  the  King,  and  added,  as  Wild- 
rake went  down  the  stair  whistling,  '  Hey  for  cavaliers,' 
to  which  air  his  long  rapier,  jarring  against  the  steps  and 
bannisters,  bore  no  unsuitable  burden-*-^''  Fafcweli, 
thou  too  just  emblem  of  the  state,  to  which  war,  and  de- 
feat, and  despair,  have  reduced  many  a  gallant  gentle^ 
man." 

During  the  rest  of  the  day,  there  occurred  nothing 
peculiarly  deserving  of  notice.  Alice  sedulously  avoided 
showing  towards  the  disguised  Prince  any  degree  of 

tstrangem^t  or  shyness,  wfaicb  could  be  discovered  by 
er  faSier,  or  by  any  one  else.  To  all  a|)pearance,  the 
two  young  persons  continued  on  the  same  footing  in  every 
respect.  Yet  she  made  the  gallant  himself  sensible,  that 
this  apparent  intimacy  was  assumed  merely  to  save  ap- 
pearances, and  in  no  way  designed  as  retracting  from  the 
severity  with  which  she  had  rejected  his  suit.  The  sense 
that  this  was  the  case,  joined  to  his  injured  self-love,  and 
bis  enmity  against  a  successful  rival,  induced  Charles 
early  to  withdraw  himself  to  a  solitary  walk  in  the  wilder- 
ness, where,  like  Hercules  in  the  Emblem  of  Cebes  di- 
vided betwixt  the  personifications  of  Virtue  and  of  Pleas^ 
ure,  he  listened  alternately  to  the  voice  of  Wisdom  a&d 
of  passionate  Folly. 

Prudence  urged  to  him  the  importance  of  his  own  life 
to  the  future  prosecution  of  the  great  object  in  which  he 
Md  for  the  present  miscarried— the  restoration  of  fnoo- 
ireby  in  England,  the  rebuildina;  of  the  thnme   the  le 
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gaining  the  crown  of  his  father,  the  avenging  his  deathi 
and  restoring  to  their  fortunes  and  their  country  the 
numerous  exiles,  whoiwere  suffering  poverty  and  banish- 
ment on  account  of  their  attachment  to  his  cause.  Pride 
too,  or  rather  a  just  and  natural  sense  of  dignity,  dis- 
played the  un worthiness  of  a  Prince  descending  to  actu- 
al personal  conflict  with  a  subject  of  any  degree,  and 
the  ridicule  which  would  be  thrown  on  his  memory, 
should  he  lose  his  life  for  an  obscure  intrigue  by  the 
band  of  a  private  gentleman.  What  would  his  sage 
counsellors,  Nicholas  and  Hyde — what  would  his  kind 
and  wise  governor,  the  Marquis  of  Hertford,  say  to  such 
an  act  of  rashness  and  folly  f  Would  it  not  be  likely  to 
shake  the  allegiance  of  the  staid  and  prudent  persons  of 
the  riyalist  party,  since  wherefore  should  they  expose 
their  lives  and  estates  to  raise  to  the  government  of  a 
kingdom  a  young  man  who  could  not  command  his  own 
temper  f  To  this  was  to  be  added,  the  consideration  that 
even  his  success  would  add  double  difllculties  to  his 
escape,  which  already  seemed  sufSciently  precarious. 
If,  stopping  short  of  death,  he  merely  had  the  better  of 
his  antagonist,  how  did  he  know  that  he  might  not  se%i^ 
revenge  by  delivering  up  to  government  the  Malignant 
Louis  Kerneguy,  whose  real  character  could  not  in  that 
case  fail  to  be  discovered  f 

These  considerations  strongly  recommended  to  Charles 
that  he  should  clear  himself  of  the  challenge  without 
fighting  ;  and  the  reservation  under  which  he  had  ac- 
cepted it,  afforded  him  some  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

But  passion  also  had  her  arguments,  which  she  ad* 
dressed  to  a  temper  rendered  irritable  by  recent  distress 
and  mortification.  In  the  first  place,  if  he  was  a  prince^ 
he  was  also  a  gentleman,  entitled  to  resent  as  such,  and 
obliged  to  give  or  claim  the  satisfaction  expected  on  oc- 
casion of  differences  among  gentlemen.  With  English- 
men,  she  urged,  he  could  never  lose  interest  by  showing 
himself  ready,  instead  of  sheltering  himself  under  his 
royal  birth  and  pretensions,  to  come  frankly  forward  and 
maintain  what  he  had  done  or  said  on  bis  own  responsi 
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oilhjr.  In  a  free  nation,  it  seemed  as  if  be  would  rather 
gain  than  lose  in  the  public  estimation  by  a  conduct  which 
could  not  but  seem  gallant  and  generous.  Then  a  char- 
acter for  courage  was  far  more  necessary  to  support  his 
pretensions  than  any  other  kind  of  reputation  ;  and  the 
lying  under  a  challenge,  without  replying  to  it,  might 
bring  his  spirit  into  question.  What  would  Yilliers  and 
Wilmot  say  of  an  mtrigue,  in  which  he  had  allowed  him- 
self to  be  shamefully  baffled  by  a  country  girl,  and  had 
failed  to  revenge  himself  on  his  rival  f  The  pasquinades 
which  they  would  compose,  the  witty  sarcasms  which  they 
would  circulate  on  the  occasion,  would  be  harder  to  en- 
dure than  the  grave  rebukes  of  Hertford,  Hyde,  and 
Nicholas.  Tliis  reflection,  added  to  the  stings  of  youth- 
ful  and  awakened  courage,  at  length  fixed  his  resolution, 
and  be  returned  to  Woodstock  determined  to  keep  his 
appointment,  come  of  it  what  might. 

Perhaps  there  mingled  with  his  resolution  a  secret  be- 
lief that  such  a  rencontre  would  not  prove  fatal.  He 
was  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  active  in  all  his  exercises, 
and  no  way  inferior  to  Colonel  Everard,  as  far  as  the 
^tomiog's  experiment  had  gone,  in  that  of  self-defence. 
At  least  such  recollection  might  pass  through  his  royal 
mind,  as  he  hummed  to  himself  a  well-known  ditty  whicli 
he  had  picked  up  during  his  residence  in  Scotland--^ 

**  A  roan  may  drink  and  not  be  draDky 

A  roan  may  fight  and  not  be  slain; 
A  man  may  kiss  a  bonnie  lass, 

And  yet  be  welcome  back  again.'' 

Meanwhile  the  busy  and  all-directing  Doctor  Roche- 
cliflTe  had  contrived  to  intimate  to  Alice  that  she  must 
give  him  a  private  audience,  and  she  found  him  by  ap- 
pointment in  what  was  called  the  study,  once  filled  with 
ancient  books,  which,  long  since  converted  into  cartridges, 
had  made  more  noise  in  the  world  at  their  final  exit,  than 
during  the  space  which  had  intervened  betwixt  that  and 
their  first  publication.      The  Doctor  seated  himself  in  a 
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li^h-baeked  katbern  eaqr^airy  and  signtd  to  Aliee  to 
fetch  a  stool  at^  sit  dow&  beside  him. 

<^  AKce,"  said  tbe  old  mmn^  taking  her  hand  aflbo* 
^onatel/i  '^  thou  art  a  good  girl,  a  wise  girl,  a  virtuous 
girl,  one  of  those  whose  price  is  above  rubies — not  that 
rubies  in  the  proper  translation-^^but  reiinnd  me  to  tell 
jott  of  that  another  time — Alice,  thou  knowest  who  this 
Louis  Kerneguy  is^HMjr,  hesitate  not  to  me — I  know 
every  tfain^*^!  am  wdl  aware  of  tbe  whole  matter.  *  Thou 
knowest  this  i»>noured  house  holds  the  Fortunes  of  Eng- 
htod."  Alice  was  about  lo  answer.^-^Nsy,  speak  not, 
but  Iiston  to  me,  Alice,-^How  does  he  bear  himself  to- 
wards you  ?" 

AHce  ecdoured  with  the  deepest  crirasoD. — -''  I  am  a 
COontry-lHred  girl,"  she  said,  *^  and  bis  manners  are  too 
eourtJike  for  me." 

**  Enough  said — ^I  know  it  all.'— Alice,  he  is. exposed 
to  a  great  danger  to-monrow,  and  you  must  be  the  happy 
means  to  prevent  him." 

^  I  prevent  him  !-*-«4iow,  and  in  what  masner  .^"  stti4 
Alice,  in  sarprise^*^^^  It  is  my  duty,  as  a  subject,  to  dot 
anytWog  "oajrriiing  that  may  become  my  Cither's  dauf^ 
ler—-" 

Here  she  Biopped^  eoBsiderably  embarrassed. 

<*YeSy"  eoadnued  the  doetor,  "to-morrow  he  batb 
made  an  appointment — an  appointment  with  Markham 
Everard ;  the  hoitf  and  place  are  set — six  in  the  morning, 
by  the  King's  Oak.     If  they  meet,  one  wiH  probably  fall." 

"  Now,  may  (Jod  foreiend  they  should  meet,"  said 
Alice,  turning  as  suddenly  pale  as  she  had  previously  red- 
deoedf  ''  But  harm  cannot  come  of  it-^^-Everard  frill 
never  lift  bis  sword  against  the  King." 

"  For  that,"  said  Doctor  Rochecliffib,  ''  I  would  not 
warrant*  But  if  that  unhappy  young  gentleman  shall 
have  still  some  reserve  of  the  loyalty  which  his  general 
conduct  entirely  disavows,  it  would  not  serve  us  here  ;  for 
he  knows  not  the  King,  but  considers  tum  merely  as  n^ 
cavalier*  fr^m  whom  be  ba3  received  iigurv." 
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^  Let  km  know  the  truth,  Doctor  Rocbecliie,  let  him 
inow  it  instantly,"  said  Alice  ;  *^  he  lift  hand  against  the 
Kiog,  a  fugitive  and  defenceless  !  He  is  incapable  of 
I.  Mj  life  on  the  issue,  heHbecoroes  most  active  m  bia 
preservation." 

^  That  is  the  thought  of  a  maiden,  .Alice,"  answered 
the  doctor ;  **  and,  as  I  fear,  of  a  maiden  whose  wisdom 
is  misled  by  her  afiections.  It  were  worse  than  treason 
to  admit  a  rebel  officer,  the  friend  of  the  arch-traitor 
Cromwell,  into  so  great  a  secret.  I  dare  not  answer  for 
soch  rashness.  Hammond  was  trusted  by  his  fether,  and 
you  know  what  came  of  it." 

*^  Then  let  my  father  know.  He  will  noeet  Markham, 
or  send  to  him,  representing  the  indignity  done  to  him  by 
attacking  his  guest«" 

**  We  dare  not  let  your  father  into  the  sec^t  wbo 
Louis  Kerneguy  really  is.  I  did  but  hint  the  possibility 
of  Charfes  taking  refuge  at  Woodstock,  and  the  rapture 
into  which  Sir  Henry  broke  out,  the  preparations  for 
accommodation  and  defence  which  he  began  to  talk  of^ 
plainly  showed  that  the  mere  enthusiasm  of  his  loyalty 
would  have  led  to  a  risk  of  discovery.  It  is  you,  Alice» 
who  must  save  the  hopes  of  every  true  royalist." 

'^I  !^  answered  AUce;  ^^  it  is  impossible.  Why  can- 
not Biy  6tther  be  induoed  to  interfere,  as  in  bebalf  of 
Ins  friend  and  guest,  though  he  know  him  as  no  other  than 
Louis  Kerneguy  ?" 

^  You  h»v#  forgot  your- father's  character,  my  young 
firtend,"  said^  llie  doctor-*^*  an  excellent  man,  and  the 
best  of  Ohiistiaiis,  tiU  there  is  a  clashing  of  swords,  and 
Aen  h^  ^arts  up  the  complete  martialist,  as  deaf  lo  every 
pacMe  reasoning  as  if  be  were  a  game-cock." 

"  You  forget,  Doctor  RocheeKfie,^'  said  Alice,  **  that 
t%i«  very  morning,  if  I  understand  the  thing  aright,  my 
fccher  prevented  them  from  fighting." 

"  Ay,"  answered  the  Doctor,  "  because  he  deemed 
hinaeelf  bound  to  keep  the  peace  in  the  Royal  Park  ; 
but  it  was  done  with  such  regret,  Alice,  that,  should  he 
find  them  at  it  again,  1  am  clear  to  foretell  he  will  only 
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so  far  postpone  the  combat  as  to  cooduet  them  to  some 
unprivileged  ground,  and  there  bid  them  tilt  and  wel- 
ft)me,  while  he  regaled  his  eyes  with  a  scene  so  pleasing 
— No,  Alice,  it  is  you,  ami  you  only,  who  can  help  us 
in  this  extremity.** 

<^  1  see  no  possibility,"  said  she,  again  colotu'mg, 
"  how  I  can  be  of  the  least  use.** 

"  You  must  send  a  note,"  answered  Doctor  Roche* 
clifFe,  '*  to  the  King — a  note  such  as  all  women  know 
how  to  write  better  than  any  man  can  teach  them — to 
meet  you  at  the  precise  hour  of  the  rendezvous.  He  will 
not  fail  you,  for  1  know  his  unhappy  foible." 

**  Doctor  Rochecliffe,"  said  Alice,  gravely^— '*^  you 
have  known  me  from  infaocy— What  have  you  seen 
in  me  to  induce  you  to  believe  that  I  should  ever  follow 
such  unbecoming  counsel  ?" 

"  And  if  you  have  known  me  from  infancy,"  retorted 
the  doctor,  "  what  have  you  seen  of  me  that  you  should 
suspect  me  of  giving  counsel  to  my^^friend's  daughter 
which  it  would  be  misbecoming  in  her  to  follow  ?  You 
cannot  be  fool  enough,  I  think,  to  suppose,  that  I  mean 
you  should  carry  your  complaisance  farther  than  to  keep 
him  in  discourse  for  an  hour  or  two,  till  1  have  all  i&readi-^ 
ness  for  his  leaving  this  place,  from  which  I  can  frighten 
him  by  the  terrors  of  an  alleged  search  ? — So,  C.  S» 
mounts  his  horse  and  rides  off,  imd  Mistress  Alice  Lee 
has  the  honour  of  saving  him." 

"  Yes,  at  the  expense  of  her  own  reputation,"  said 
Alice,  '^  and  the  risk  of  an  eternal  stain  on  my  family.*- 
You  say  you  know  all— What  can  the  King  think  of  my 
appointing  an  assignation  with  him  after  what  has  pi^s* 
ed,  and  how  will  it  be  possible  lo  disabuse  him  respect* 
ihg*the  purpose  of  my  doing  so  ?" 

"I  will  disabuse  him,  Alice ;  I  will  explain  the  whol^*** 

"  Doctor  Rochecliffe,"  said  Alice,  "  you  propoae  what 
is  impossible.     You  can  do  much  by  your  ready  wit  and 
great  wisdom ;  but  if  new-fallen  snow  Vere  once  sullied, 
not  all  your  art  could  wash  it  white  again  ;    and  it  b  al 
together  the  same  with  a  maideu's  reputation*" 
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'*  Alice,  my  dearest  child,^'  said  the  doctor,  **  bethink 
f ou  that  if  1  reconimend  this  means  of  saving  the  h'fe 
of  the  King,  at  least  rescuing  him  from  instant  peril,  it 
is  because  I  see  no  other  of  which  to  avail  myself.  If  1 
bid  you  assume,  even  for  a  moment,  the  semblance  of  ^ 
what  is  wrong,  it  is  but  in  the  last  extremity,  and  under 
circumstances  which  cannot  return — I  will  take  the  surest 
means  to  prevent  all  evil  report  which  can  arise  from 
what  I  recommend." 

'^  Say  not  so,  doctor,"  said  Alice  ;  '^  better  undertake 
to  turn  back  the  Isis  tlian  to  stop  the  course>  of  calumny. 
The  King  will  make  boast  to  his  whole  licentious  court, 
of  the  ease  with  which,  but  for  a  sudden  alarm,  he  could 
have  brought  off  Alice  Lee  as  a  paramour— the  moufth 
which  confers  honour  on  others,  will  then  be  the  means 
to  deprive  me  of  mine.  Take  a  fitter  course,  one  more 
becoming  your  own  character  and  profession.  Do  not 
lead  him  to  fail  in  an  engagement  of  honour,  by  holding 
out  the  prospect  of  another  engagement  equally  dishon- 
ourable, whether  false  or  true.  Go  to  the  King  himself, 
speak  to  him,  as  the  servants  of  God  have  a  right  to  speak, 
even  to  earthly  sovereigns.  Point  out  to  him  the  folly 
and  the  wickedness  of  the  course  he  is  about  to  pursue 
— -urge  upon  him,  that  he  fear  the  sword,  since  wrath 
bringeih  the  punishment  of  the  sword.  Tell  him,  that 
the  friends  who  died  for  him  in  the  field  at  Worcester,  on 
the  scaffolds  and  on  the  gibbets,  since  that  bloody  day — 
that  tht}  remnant  who  are  in  prison,  scattered,  fled,  and 
ruined  on  his  account,  deserve  better  of  him  and  his 
father's  race,  than  that  he  should  throw  away  his  life  in 
an  idle  brawl — Tell  him,  that  it  is  dishonest  to  venture 
that  which  is  not  his  own,  dishonourable  to  betray  the 
trust  which  brave  men  have  reposed  in  his  virtue  and  in 
his  courage." 

Doctor  Rochecliffe  looked  on  her  with  a  melancholy 
smile,  his  eyes  glistening  as  he  said,  "  Alas,  Alice,  even 
I  could  not  plead  that  just  cause  to  him  so  eloquently  or 
so  impressively  as  thou  dost.  But,  alack  !  Charles 
\vo:ilH  listen  to  neitljcr.     ll  is  !iot  from  priests,  or  women 
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tie  would  sajr,  that  men  sbotild  receive  couosel  m  9&xts 
3f  honour." 

"  Then  bear  me.  Doctor  Rochecliffe — I  will  appear 
a$  the  place  of  rendez\'ouS|  and  I  will  prevent  the  com- 
^mt-^-do  not  fear  that  1  can  do  what  I  say — at  a  sacrifeie 
iodeedy  but  not  that  of  my  reputation.  My  heart  may  be 
broken"— she  endeavoured  to  stifle  her  sobs  with  difl5cul- 
ty — *^  for  the  consequence — but  not  in  the  imagination  of 
a  man,  and  far  less  that  man  her  sovereign,  shall  a  though 
of  AJice  Lee  be  associated  with  dishonour."  She  hid  her 
face  in  her  handkerchief,  and  burst  out  into  unrestrained 
tears. 

"  What  loeans  this  hysterical  passion  .'*"  said  Doctor 
RochecU^^  surprised  and  somewhat  alarmed  by  the  ve 
bemence  of  her  grief — ''  Maiden,  I  must  have  no  con* 
cealments — I  must  know." 

"  Exert  your  ingenuity,  then,  and  discover  it,"  said 
Alice — for  ainoment  put  out  of  temper  at  the  doctor's  per- 
tinacious self-importance — "  Guess  my  purpose,  as  you 
can  guess  at  everything  else.  It  is  enough  to  have  to  go 
through  my  task,  I  will  not  endure  the  distress  of  telling 
it  over,  and  that  to  one  who — forgive  me,  dear  doctor- 
might  not  think  my  agitation  on  this  occasion  fully  war- 
ranted." 

,"  Nay  then,  my  young  mistress,  you  must  be  ruled," 
said  Rochecliffe ;  *'  and  if  I  cannot  make  you  explain 
yourself,  I  must  see  whether  your  father  can  gain  so  far 
on  you."  So  saying,  he  arose  somewhat  displeased, 
•and  walked  towards  the  door. 

"  You  forget  what  you  yourself  told  me,  Doctor  Roche- 
cliffe," said  Alice,  ''  of  the  risk  of  communicating  this 
great  secret  to  my  father." 

"  It  is  too  true — "  he  said,  stopping  short  and  turning 
round  ;  '^  and  I  think,  wench,  thou  art  too  smart  for  me, 
%nd  I  have  not  met  many  such.  But  thou  art  a  good 
girl,  and  wilt  tell  me  thy  device  of  free-will — it  concerns 
my  character  and  influence  with  the  King,  that  I  should 
be  fully  acquainted  with  whatever  is  actum  atque  tracta- 
lum,  done  and  treated  of  in  this  matter." 


^Tnmt  your  iditrfeler  to  mUf  gopd  dootGor,"  mi 
^ce,  attempliog  to  smile  ;  ^*  hh  ^  fira^  ^ti|ff  tbao 
those  ol  woBuui,  and  will  be  9fiifer  ip  ^y  oustody  tbaa 
mine  could  have  been  in  yours.  And  tbu3  muqb  I  con- 
desceod-r— pyou  di^  $ee  tbe  wboto  sceiie^-^you  sbali  go 
witb  me  yourself,  aod  mucfa  will  I  feel  ^nbojbdened  and 
bearteued  i^  your  company •" 

"  That  is  something,"  said  the  doctor,  though  not  al- 
together satisfied  witi  this  limited  confidence — "  Thou 
wert  ever  a  clever  wench,  and  I  will  trqst  thee — indeed, 
trust  ifaee  I  find  I  must,  whether  voluntarily  or  po." 

^'  Meet  me  then,"  said  Alice,  *'  in  the  wilderness  to- 
morFOw.  But  first  tell  me,  are  you  welLassured  of  time ' 
and  pl^ee  f-rra  mi^ake  were  latal." 
,  "  Assure  yourself  my  informatioii  i*  ei^tkely  accurate," 
said  the  doctor,  resuming  his  air  of  consequence,  which 
had  been  a  Titde  diminished  during  the  latter  part  oi 
their  conference. 

**  May  I  ask,"  said  Alice,  *'  through  what  channel 
you  acquired  such  important  information  .?" 

"  You  may  ask  unquestionably,"  he  answered,  now 
completely  restored  to  his  supremacy  ;  "  but  wliether  I 
will  answer  or  not,  is  a  very  different  question.  I  con- 
ceive neither  your  reputation  nor  my  own  is  interested 
in  your  remaining  in  ignorance  on  that  subject.  So  I  have 
ipy  ;secrets  ^s  well  as  you,  mistress  ;  and  some  of  them, 
I  fancy,  are  a  good  deal  more  worth  knowing." 

"  Be  it  so,"  said  Alice,  quietly ;  "  if  you  will  mteet  me 
in  the  wilderness  by  the  broken  dial  at  half-past  five 
exactly,  we  will  go  together  to-morrow,  and  watch  them 
as  they  come  to  the  rendezvous.  I  will  on  the  way  get  the 
better  pf  my  present  timidity,  and  explain  to  you  the 
means  I  design  to  employ  to  prevent  mischief.  You  can 
ll^erhaps  think  of  maVing  some  effort  which  may  render 
my  interference,  unbecoming  and  painful  as  it  must  be, 
altogether  unnecessary." 

"  Nay,  my  child,"  said  the  doctor,  "  if  you  place 
vourself  in  my  hands,  you  will  be  the  first  that  ever  had 
reiison  to  complain   of  my   want   of  conduct,  and  -yor 
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nfiay  well  judge  you  are  the  very  last,  (one  eiccepted,) 
whom  I  would  see  suffer  for  want  of  counseL — At  half 
past  five  then^  at  the  dial  in  the  wilderness-*-and  God 
bless  our  undertaking." 

Here  their  interview  was  interrupted  by  the  sonorous 
voice  of  Sir  Henry  Lee,  which  shouted  their  names, 
"  Daughter  Alice — Doctor  Rocheclifife,"  through  passage 
and  gallery. 

"  What  do  you  here,*'  said  he,  entering,  "  sitting  like 
two  crows  in  a  mist,  when  we  have  such  rare  sport  be* 
low  ?  Here  is  this  wild  crack-brained  boy  Louis  Kerne- 
guy,  now  making  me  laugh  till  my  sides  are  fit  to  split, 
and  now  playing  cm  his  guitar  sweetly  enough  to  win  a 
lark  from  the  heavens. — Come  away  with  you,  come 
away.     It  is  hard  work  to  laugh  alone. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Thif  if  the  place,  the  centre  of  toe  grove ; 
Here  stands  the  oak,  the  monarch  of  the  wood. 

JoHV  Home. 

The  sun  had  risen  on  the  broad  boughs  of  the  forest, 
but  without  the  power  of  penetrating  into  its  recesses, 
which  hung  rich  with  heavy  dew-drops,  and  were  begin- 
ning on  some  of  the  trees  to  exhibit  the  varied  tints  of 
autumn  ;  it  being  the  season  when  Nature  like  a  prodigal 
whose  race  is  well  nigh  run,  seems  desirous  to  make  up 
in  profuse  gaiety  and  variety  of  colours,  for  the  short 
space  which  her  splendour  has  then  to  endure.  The 
birds  were  silent — and  even  Robin-redbreast,  whose 
chirruping  song  was  heard  among  the  bushes  near  the 
liOtlge,  emboldened  by  the  largesses  with  which  the 
good  old  knight  always  encouraged  his  familiarity, 
did  not  venture  into  the  recesses  of  the  wood,  where  he 
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encountered  the  sparrow-hawk,  and  other  enemies  of  a 
similar  description, ^^referring  the  vicinity  of  the  dwel- 
lings of  man,  from  whom  be,  almost  solely  among  the 
feathered  iribes,  seems  to  experience  disinterested  pro- 
tection. 

The  scene  was  therefore  at  once  lovely  and  silent, 
when  the  good  Doctor  RocheclifTe,  wrapped  in  a  scarlet 
roquelaure,  which  had  seen  service  in  its  day,  muffling  his 
face  more  from  habit  than  necessity,  and  supporting  Alice 
on  his  arm,  (she  also  defended  by  a  cloak  against  the  cold 
and  damp  of  the  autumn  morning,)  glided  through  the 
tangled  and  long  grass  of  the  darkest  alleys,  almost  ancle- 
deep  in  dew,  towards  the  place  appointed  for  the  intended 
duel.  Both  so  eagerly  maintained  the  consultation  in 
which  they  were  engaged,  that  they  were  alike  insensible 
of  the  roughness  and  discomforts  of  the  road,  though  often 
obliged  to  force  their  way  through  brush-wood  and  cop- 
pice, which  poured  down  on  them  all  the  liquid  pearls 
with  which  they  were  loaded,  till  the  mantles  they  were 
wrapped  in  hung  lank  by  their  sides,  and  clung  to  their 
shoulders  heavily  charged  with  moisture.  They  stopped 
when  they  had  attained  a  station  under  the  coppice,  and 
shrouded  by  it,  from  which  they  could  see  all  that  passed 
on  the  little  esplanade  before  the  King's  Oak,  whose 
broad  and  scathed  form,  contorted  and  shattered  limbS| 
and  frowning  brows,  made  it  appear  like  some  ancient 
war-worn  champion,  well  selected  to  be  the  umpire  of  a 
field  of  single  combat. 

The  first  person  who  appeared  at  the  rendezvous  was 
the  gay  cavalier  Roger  Wildrake.  He  also  was  wrapped 
in  his  cloak,  but  had  discarded  his  puritanic  beaver,  and 
wore  in  its  stead  a  Spanish  hat,  with  a  feather  and  gilt 
hat-band,  all  of  which  had  encountered  bad  weather  and 
bard  service ;  but  to  make  amends  for  the  appearance  of 
poverty  by  the  show  of  pretension,  the  castor  was  accu- 
rately adjusted  after  what  was  rather  profanely  called  the 
d-^— me  cut,  used  among  the  more  desperate  cavaliers. 
He  advanced  hastily,  and  exclaimed  aloud — "  First  io 
\9     v/>i..   II. 
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|bf  field  iifie^  iiU,  by  Jo? ^  t^QDgt^  I  bilked  Everard  m 
order  to  bav^  my  momipg  draught. — Itbas  done  me  much 
£9od/'  j^e  addedy  smacking  his  lips. — "  Well,  I  suppose 
Ishoi^d  search  the  ground  ere  my  principal  comes  up, 
whose  presbyterian  watch  trudges  as  slow  as  his  presby- 
teriao  step." 

He  took  bis  rapier  from  under  his  cloak,  and  seemed 
^bout  to  search  the  thickets  around. 

"  I  will  prevent  him,"  whispered  the  Doctor  to  Alice. 
*  I  will  keep  faith  with  you — ^you  shall  not  come  on  the 
scene — nm  dignus  vindice  nodus — I'll  explain  that  anoth- 
er time,  f^index  is  feminine  as  well  as  masculine,  so  the 
^quotation  is  defensible. — Keep  you  close." 

So  saying,  be  stepped  forward  on  the  esplanade,  and 
4>Qwed  to  Wildrake. 

"  Master  Louis  Kerneguy,"  said  Wildrake,  pulling  off 
bis  bat  ;  but  instantly  discovering  his  error,  he  added, 
"  Byt  no^ — I  beg  your  pardon,  sir — Fatter,  shorter,  older. 
— ^Mr.  Kerneguy's  friend,  I  suppose,  with  whom  I  hope 
(p  bfive  a  turn  by  and  by. — And  why  not  now,  sir,  befoHB 
our  principals  come  up  f  Just  a  snack  to  stay  the  orifice 
of  the  stomach,  till  th^  dmner  is  served,  sir.*^  What  say 
you?" 

"  To  open  the  orifice  of  the  stomach  more  Ukely  or  to 
giv^  it  a  new  one,"  said  the  doctor. 

"  True,  sir,"  said  Roger,  wlio  seemed  now  in  his  ele-» 
ment ;  "  you  say  well — that  is  as  thereafter  may  be. — 
But  come,  sir,  you  wear  your  face  muffled.  I  grant  you, 
it  is  honest  men's  fashion  at  this  unhappy  time  ;  the  more 
13  the  pity.  But  we  do  all  above  board-r-we  have  no 
traitors  here.  I'll  get  into  my  gears  first,  to  encourage 
you,  and  show  you  that  you  have  to  deal  with  a  gentleman 
who  honours  the  King,  and  is  a  match  fit  to  fignt  witb 
any  who  follow  him,  as  doubtless  you  do  sir,  since  you 
are  the  friend  of  Master  Ijouis  Kerneguy." 

All  this  while^  Wildrake  was  busied  undoing  the  clasps 
of  bis  square-caped  cloak. 


wan  properix  oaU  you^^ 

*  Via  the  cnrtiSii  which  Aadofw'd  Borgia.' " 

So  saying,  )ie  U^reir  the  c^oak  from  biro,  ed^  appearec) 
ifi  Querpe,  in  ^  most  ioavalier-like  doublet,  of  erQasy^fim- 
SP9  isaiin,  pi&ked  and  slashed  with  what  had  been  once 
whi(9  tifany  ;  breeches  of  the  same  ;  and  nether-stocks^ 
or,  a9  we  DOW  c^Il  thein^  stockings,  darned  in  roa^y  pla^ 
^s,  and  which,  like  those  of  Poins,  had  been  once  peach- 
coloured*  A  pair  pf  pumps,  iU  calculated  for  a  walk 
through  the  4ew,  and  a  broad  shoulder-belt  of  tarnished 
exnbroidery,  completed  his  equipment. 

"  Come,  sir  !"  he  exclaimed  ;  "  make  haste,  off  with 
yoiir  sipv^— Here  1  stand  tight  and  true^-as  loyal  a  lad 
as  ever  stuck  rapier  through  a  roundhead. — Come,  sir,  to 
y^prtool^ !"  b^  continued  ;  ^'  we  may  have  half-a-'doxen 
thrusts  before  they  come  yet,  and  shame  them  /or  tbeit 
laf4iness^*r^Psbaw !"  be  exclaimed  in  a  most  disappoint- 
ed tone,  wbf  n  the  doctor,  unfol4ing  hi?  cloak,  sbowe4 
bk(  olerical  dr^ss  3  '*  Tush !  it's  but  the  parson  aft^r  all !" 

Wildrake's  respect  for  the  Church,  however,  and  his 
desire  to  remove  one  who  might  possibly  interrupt  a  sceno 
lo  whick  he  looked  forward  with  peculiar  satisff^tion, 
induced  him  presently  to  assume  another  tone. 

"  I  beg  pardon,"  he  said,  "  my  dear  doctor — ^I  kiss 
the  beio  «f  your  cassock — I  do,  by  the  thunderine  Jove 
-^  beg  your  pardon  again. — But  I  am  happy  1  have 
«iet  wi^  y5)u*^I%ey  are  raving  for  your  presence  at  the 
l^ge-*— to  marry,  or  christen,  or  bury,  or  confess,  or 
something  very  urg0nt.-r— For  Heaven's  sake,  make 
haste  !" 

"  At  the  Ijodge  ?"  aaid  the  doctor;  "  why,  I  left  the 
Lodge  this  instant^  was  there  later,  J  am  sure»  than  you 
could  be,  who  came  the  Woodstock  road." 

«SV.€>U,"j?wlied  Wildrake^  "it is  at  Woodstock  they 
want  you. — Rat  it,  did  I  say  the  Lodge  .'^— No,  no- 
Woodstock — Mine  host  cannot  be  hanged — his  daughter 
married — his  bastard  christened,  or  his  wife  buried — 
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without  the  asisristance  of  z  real  clergjmaii— Your  Hold* 
enoughs  won't  do  for  them. — He^»  a  true  man,  mine  host 
so,  as  you  value  your  function,  make  haste." 

"  You  will  pardon  me,  Master  Wildrake,"  said  the 
doctor — "  I  wait  for  Master  Louis  Kemeguy." 

"  The  devil  you  do  !"  exclaimed  Wildrake.  «  Why,  I 
always  knew  the  Scots  could  do  nothing  without  their 
minister  ;  but  d — n  it,  I  never  thought  they  put  them  to 
this  use  neither.  But  I  have  known  jolly  customers  in 
orders,  who  understood  to  handle  the  sword  as  well  as 
their  prayer-book.  You  know  the  purpose  of  our  meet- 
ing, doctor.  Do  you  come  only  as  a  ghostly  comforter 
— or  as  a  surgeon,  perhaps— or  do  you  ever  take  bilboa 
in  hand  ? — Sa,  sa  !" 

Here  he  made  a  fencing  demonstration  with  his  sheath* 
ed  rapier. 

"  I  have  done  so,  sir,  on  necessary  occasion,"  said 
Doctor  Rochecliffe. 

''  Good  sir,  let  this  stand  for  a  necessary  one,"  said 
Wildrake.  "  You  know  my  devotion  for  the  Church. 
If  a  divine  of  your  skill  would  do  me  the  honour  to  ex- 
change but  three  passes  with  me,  I  should  think  myself 
happy  for  ever." 

"  Sir,"  said  Rochecliffe,  smiling,  "  were  there  no 
other  objection  to  what  you  propose,  I  have  not  the  means 
— I  have  no  weapon." 

"  What  f  you  want  the  de  quoi  9  that  is  unlucky  in- 
deed. But  you  have  a  stout  cane  in  your  hand — what 
hinders  our  trying  a  pass,  (my  rapier  being  sheathed  of 
course,)  juntil  our  principals  come  up  f  My  pumps  are 
full  of  this  frost-dew ;  and  I  shall  be  a  toe  or  two  out  of 
pocket,  if  I  am  to  stand  still  all  the  time  they  are  stretch- 
ing themselves  ;  for,  I  fancy,  doctor,  you  are  of  my 
opinion,  that  the  matter  will  not  be  a  fight  of  cock-spar- 
rows." 

**  My  business  here  is  to  make  it,  if  possible,  be  no 
Qght  at  all,"  said  the  divine. 
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**  NoW|  rat  me,  doctor,  but  that  is  too  spiteful,'*  said 
Wildrake  ;  "  and  were  it  not  for  my  respect  for  the 
Church,  I  could  turn  presbyterian,  to  be  re?enged." 

"  Stand  back  a  little,  if  you  please,  sir,**  said  the  doc- 
tor ;  "  do  not  press  forward  in  that  direction." — For 
Wildrake,  in  the  agitation  of  his  movements,  induced  by 
his  disappointment,  approached  the  spot  where  Alice 
remained  still  concealed. 

"  And  wherefore  not,  I  pray  you,  doctor  .'^"  said  the 
cavalier. 

But  on  advancing  a  step,  he  suddenly  stopped  short, 
and  muttered  to  himself,*  with  a  round  oath  of  astonish- 
ment, "  A  petti^coat  in  the  coppice,  by  all  that  is  reverend, 
and  at  this  hour  in  the  morning — Whew — ew — ew  /" — 
He  gave  vent  to  his  surprise  in  a  long  low  interjectional 
whistle  ;  then  turning  to  the  doctor,  with  his  finger  on 
the  side  of  his  nose,  "  You're  sly,  doctor,  d — d  sly  !  But 
why  not  give  me  a  hint  of  your — your  commodity  there 
— ^your  contraband  goods  ?  Gad,  sir,  I  am  not  a  man 
to  expose  the  eccentricities  of  the  Church." 

"  Sir,"  said  Doctor  Rochecliffe,  "  you  are  imperti- 
nent ;  and  if  time  served,  and  it  were  worth  my  while,  I 
would  chastise  you." 

And  the  doctor,  who  had  served  long  enough  in  the 
wars  to  have  added  some  of  the  qualities  of  a  captain  of 
horse  to  those  of  a  divine,  actually  raised  his  cane,  X<r 
the  infinite  delight  of  the  rake,  whose  respect  for  tht 
Church  was  by  no  means  able  to  subdue  ^is^love  of  mis- 
chief. 

"  Nay,  doctor,"  said  he,  "  if  you  wield  your  weapoo 
backsword-fashion,  in  ttiat  way,  and  raise  it  as  high  as 
your  head^  I  shall  be  through  you  in  a  twinkimg."  So 
saying  he  made  a  pass  with  his  sheathed  rapier,  not  pre- 
cisely at  the  doctor's  person,  but  in  that  direction  ;  when 
Rochecliffe,  changing  the  direction  of  his  cane  from  the 
broad-sword  guard  to  that  of  the  rapier,  made  the  cav* 
alier's  sword  spring  ten  yards  out  of  his  hand,  with  all  the 
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di^terily  of  my  friend  Francalaps^.  At  tliis  ropcnent 
both  the  pnQcipal  parties  appeared  on  the  field. 

Ev«rnrd  ej^claimed  angrily  to  Wildrake,  "  Is  tl^is  yo«if 
friend^tijp  i  In  Heaven's  name,  what  make  you  \n  that 
(qoI's  jacket,  and  playing  the  pranks  of  a  jack-pudding?" 
while  bi«  wprthy  second,  somewhat  crest-fallen,  bel4 
down  bi$  hpad,  like  a  hoy  caught  in  roguery,  and  went 
to  pick  up  his  weapon,  stretching  his  head,  as  he  passed, 
iQlQ  tfoe  poppice,  to  obtain  another  glimpse,  if  possible,  of 
the  concealed  object  of  his  curiosity. 

Cbarl^;^  in  the  meantime,  sti|)  more  surprised  at  what 
b^  beheld,  called  out  on  his  part — '^  What  !  PoctcM: 
Rocbeclifie  become  literally  one  of  the  church  militant, 
and  tilting  with  my  friend  cavalier  Wildrake  f  May  1  usQ 
die  freedom  to  ask  him  to  withdraw,  as  Colonel  Everar4 
^nd  I  have  some  private  business  to  settle  ?" 

U  was  Doctor  Rocheclifie's  cue,  on  this  importapt 
occa«ioo,  to  have  armed  himself  with  the  authority  of 
bis  sacred  office,  and  used  a  tone  of  interference  which 
might  have. overawed  even  a  monarch,  and  made  him  fee), 
that  his  monitor  spoke  by  a  warrant  higher  than  his  own. 
But  the  indiscreet  latitude  he  had  just  given  to  bis  owp 
passion,  and  the  levity  in  which  he  had  been  detected, 
were  very  unfavourable  to  his  assuming  that  superiority, 
tx>  wliicb  so  uncontrollable  a  spirit  as  that  of  Charles, 
wilful  as  a  prince«  and  papricious  as  a  wit,  was  at  all  like- 
ly to  submit*  The  doctor  did,  however,  endeavour  to 
rally  his  dignity,  and  replied,  with  the  gravest,  and  at  ike 
same  time  thS  most  respectful,  tone  he  could  assume, 
tl^  be  also  bad  business  of  the  most  urgent  nature,  which 
prevented  him  from  complying  with  Master  Kerneguy'^ 
wishes,  and  leaving  that  %poU 

'*  Excuse  tliis  untimely  interruption,"  said  Charles, 
taking  off  his  hat,  and  bowing  to  Colonel  Everard.  '  which 
1  will  immediately  put  an  end  to." 

Everard  gravely  returned  his  salute,  and  was  silent, 

^*  Arei  ypu  pnad,  Doctor  Rochecliffe  ?"  said  Cbarl^ 
— "  or  are  you  deaf  ? — or  have  you  forgpttep  your  qnoth- 
er-tongue  ?  I  desired  you  to  leave  this  place." 
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<^  I  afliiioe  niftd,"  said  the  dmii«,  rouring  up  Vk  i 
lutiOB,  and  ragtioing  the  natural  firmness  of  bis  ▼oice-*— 
*^  1  vvouM  (N*event  others  from  being  so  ;  I  am  not  deaf-^ 
I  woidd  pray  others  to  hear  the  voice  of  reason  and  reli~ 
gkm  I  I  have  not  forgotten  my  mother-tongu&«-4>ut  1 
have  come  hither  to  speak  the  language  of  the  Master 
of  kings  and  princes." 

*'  To  fence  with  broomsticks,  I  should  rather  suppose,** 
said  the  King-— ^*  come,  Doctor  Rochecliffe,  this  sudden 
fit  of  assumed  importance  befits  you  as  little  as  your  late 
frolic.  You  are  not,  I  apprehend,  either  a  Catholic  priest 
or  a  Scotch  Mass-John,  to  claim  devoted  obedience  from 
your  hearers,  but  a  Church  of  England  roan,  subject  to 
the  rules  of  that  Communion-Hind  to  its  HiiAD.''  la 
speaking  the  last  words,  the  King  sunk  Ms  voice  to  a 
low  and  impressive  whisper,  Everard  observing  this 
drew  back,  the  natural  generosity  of  bis  temper  directing 
bim  u>  avoid  overhearing  private  discourse,  in  which  the 
safety  of  the  speakers  might  be  deeply  concerned.  They 
continued,  however,  to  observe  great  oatltion  ill  tbeir 
fisrms  of  expression. 

♦«  Master  Kerneguy,"  said  the  clergyman,  ^<  H  is  not 
I  who  assume  authority  or  control  over  your  wf9lies-'4}od 
foribid  $  I  do  but  tell  you  what  reason,  sortpture,  religion 
ami  morality,  alike  prescribe  for  your  mle  of  conduct." 

^  And  I,  doctor,"  said  the  King,  smiling,  and  pointing 
to  the  unlucky  cane,  <<  will  take  yoor  example  rather  than 
your  precept.  If  a  reverend  clergyman  will  bionself  ^bt 
a  boat  at  single-stick,  what  right  can  he  have  to  interfere 
in  getitlemen's  quarrels  f — Gome)  sir,  remove  youraeif^ 
and  do  not  let  your  present  obstinacy  eaacel  former  ob*' 
l^Btions." 

**  Betbinit  yourself,"  said  the  div{ae,<*-ii^  I  ean  say  one 
w^ffd  «rf)i<^  will  prevent  all  this." 

"  Do  it,"  replied  the  King,  "  and  in  doing  so  belie  the 
whole  tenor  aiid  actions  of  an  honourable  life— abandon 
the  principles  of  your  church,  and  become  a  perjured 
traitor  and  an  apellate,  to  prevent  another  person  from 
disehargmg  his  duty  as  a  cctitlemon  !     This  were  indeed 
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killing  your  friendy  to  prevent  the  risk  of  his  numhig  hini'* 
self  into  danger.  Let  the  Passive  Obedience,  which  is 
so  often  in  your  mouth,  and  no  doubt  in  your  heetd,  put 
your  feet  for  once  into  motion,  and  .step  aside  for  ten 
minutes.  Within  that  space  your  assistance  may  be  need- 
ed, either  as  body-curer  or  soul-curer." 

"  Nay  then/'  said  Doctor  Rochecliffe,  **  I  have  but 
one  argument  left." 

While  this  conversation  was  carried  on  apart,  Everard 
had  almost  forcibly  detained  by  his  own  side  his  follower, 
Wjldrake,  whose  greater  curiosity,  and  lesser  delicacy, 
(vould  otherwise  have  thrust  him  forward,  to  get,  if  pos- 
sible, into  the  secret.  But  when  he  saw  the  doctor  turn 
into  the  coppice,  he  whispered  eagerly  to  Everard — "  A 
gold  Cardus  to  a  commonwealth  farthing,  the  doctor  has 
not  only  come  to  preach  a  peace,  but  has  brought  the 
principal  conditions  along  with  him  !'' 

Everard  made  no  answer  ;  he  had  already  unsheath- 
ed his  sword ;  and  Charles  hardly  saw  Rochecliffe's  back 
fairly  turned,  than  he  lost  no  time  in  following  his  exam- 
ple. But,  ere  they  had  done  more  than  salute  each 
other,  with  the  usual  courteous  flourish  of  their  weapons. 
Doctor  Rocheclifie  again  stood  between  them,  leading  in 
his  hand  Alice  Lee,  her  garments  dank  with  dew,  and 
her  long  banr  heavy*  with  moisture,  and  totally  uncurled. 
Her  face  was  extremely  pale,  but  it  was  the  paleness  of 
desperate  resolution,  not  of  fear.  There  was  a  dead 
pause  of  astonishment — ^the  combatants  rested  on  their 
swords— -and  even  the  forwardness  of  Wildrake  only 
vented  itself  in  half-suppressed  ejaculations,  as,  *^  Well 
done,  doctor*— this  beats  the  '  parson  among  the  pease' 
— No  less  than  your  pafron's  daughter — And  Mistress 
Alice,  whom  I  thought  a  very  snow-drop,  turned  out  a 
dog-violet  after  all— a  Lindabrides,  by  heavens,  and  al- 
together one  of  ourselves  !" 

Excepting  these  unheeded  mutterings,  Alice  was  the 
first  to  speak. 

"  ATaster  Everard,"  she  said — "  Master  Kemeguy, 
you  are  surprised  to  see  me  here — ^Yet,  why  should  I  not 
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lell  the  reason  at  once  ?  Convinced  that  1  ani|  however 
guiltlessly,  the  unhappy  cause  of  your  misunderstandingi 
1  am  too  much  interested  to  prevent  fatal  consequences 
to  pause  upon  any  step  which  may  end  it. — Master  Ker- 
neguy,  have  my  wishes,  my  entreaties,  my  prayers-^-bave 
your  noble  thoughts — the  recollections  of  your  own  high 
duties,  no  weight  with  you  in  this  matter  ?  Let  me  entreat 
you  to  consult  reason,  religion,  and  common  sense^  and 
return  your  weapon.'' 

*^  1  am  obedient  as  an  Eastern  slave,  madam,*'  an- . 
swered  Charles,  sheathing  his  sword  ;  **  but  I  assure 
you,  the  matter  about  which  you  distress  yourself  is  a 
mere  trifle,*  which  will  be  much  better  settled  betwixi 
Colonel  Everard  and  myself  in  five  minutes,  than  with 
the  assistance  of  the  whole  Convocation  of  the  Church, 
with  a  female  parliament  to  assist  their  reverend  delibera- 
tion8.-*-Mr.  Everard,  will  you  oblige  me  by  walking  a 
Gttle  further  f-— We  must  change  ground,  it  seems." 

**  1  am  ready  to  attend  you,  sir,"  said  Everard,  who 
bad  sheathed  his  sword  so  soon  as  his  antagonist, did  so. 

**  I  have  then  no  interest  with  you,  sir,"  said  Alice, 
continuing  to  address  the  King — '*  Do  you  not  fear  I 
should  use  the  secret  in  my  power  to  prevent  this  affair 
going  to  extremity  ?  Think  you  this  gentleman,  who 
raises  his  hand  against  you,  if  be  knew—- — " 

**  If  he  knew  that  I  were  Lord  Wilmot,  madam,  you 
would  say  ? — Accident  has  given  him  proof  to  that  effect, 
with  which  he  is  already  satisfied,  and  I  think  you  would 
find  it  difficult  to  induce  him  to  embrace  a  difierent 
opinion." 

Alice  paused,  and  looked  on  the  King  with  great  in- 
dignation, the  following  words  .propping  from  her  mouth 
by  intervals,  as  if  they  burst  forth  one  by  one  in  spite  oi 
feelings  that  would  have  restrained  them — "  Cold — self- 
ish— ungrateful — unkind  ! — Woe  to  the  land  which " 

Here  she  paused  with  marked  emphasis,  then  added — 
'*  whicn  shall  number  thee,  or  such  as  ihee^among  her 
nobles  and  rulers  !" 
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^^  Nliy,  tiedr  Ali^e,^  Mid  Charles^  vvlnie  good  mtave 
eould  not  but  feel  the  severity  of  ^if  reproachi  tbougb 
too  slightly  to  make  all  the  desired  impresaioQi  ^^  Yon 
are  too  unjust  to  me — too  partial  to  a  happier  maD.  Do 
not  call  me  unkind  ;  I  am  but  here  to  answer  Mr.  Eve- 
rard's  summons.  1  could  neither  decline  attending,  nor 
withdraw  novi^  I  am  here,  without  loss  of  honour  ;  and 
my  loss  of  honour  would  be  a  disgrace  which  roost  extend 
to  many — I  cannot  fly  from  Mr.  Everard — it  would  be 
'  too  shamelbl.  If  he  abides  by  his  message,  it  mast  be 
decided  as  such  affairs  usually  are.  If  he  retreats  or 
yields  h  up,  I  will,  for  your  sake,  wave  punctilio.  I  will 
not  even  ask  an  apology  for  the  trouble  it  fias  afforded 
me,  but  let  all  pass  as  if  it  were  the  consequence  of  aome 
unhappy  mistake,  the  grounds  of  which  shall  remain  oa 
my  part  uninquired  into. — ^This  I  will  do  for  your  sake, 
and  it  id  tnuch  for  a  man  of  honour  to  condescend  so  ha 
— ^You  know  that  the  condescension  from  me  in  parties 
ular  is  great  indeed.  Then  do  not  call  me  ungenerous, 
or  ungrateftkl,  or  unkind«  since  I  am  ready  to  do  all,  whkh, 
as  a  man,  I  can  do,  and  more  perhaps  than  as  a  man  of 
honour  I  ought  to  do." 

*^  Do  you  hear  this,  Markham  Everard,"  exdakned 
Alice — ^  do  you  hear  this  ? — ^The  dreadful  option  is  left 
entirely  at  your  disposal.  You  were  wonC  to  be  temp^ 
rate  in  passion,  religious,  forgiving — will  you,  for  a  mere 
punctilio,  drive  on  this  private  and  unchristian  broil  to  « 
murderous  extremity  .•*  Believe  me,  if  you  nota,  contrary 
to  all  the  better  principles  of  your  life,  give  the  reins  lo 
your  passions,  the  consequences  may  be  such  as  you 
will  rue  for  your  life-time,  and  even,  if  Heaven  have  not 
mercy,  rue  after  3rour  life  is  finished." 

Markham  Everard  remained  for  a  moment  gkMroily 
silent,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground.  At  lengtli  be 
looked  up,  and  answered  her  :  ^<  Alice,  you  are  a  sol- 
dier's daughter — a  soldier's  sister.  All  your  relations, 
even  including  one  whom  you  then  entertained  some  re- 
gard for,  have  been  made  soldiers  by  these  uaba|^y 
discords.     Yet  you  have  seen  them  take  the  field,  in  some 


oo  oontrary  sidosi  to  io  their  diitgr  where  their 
prtaeifiles  ctlkd  them,  without  maoifesting  this  extreiDe 
degree  of  interest.  Answer  me,  and  your  aoswer  aball 
decide  my  conduct — ^Is  this  youth,  so  short  while  ktiown, 
already  of  more  value  to  you  than  those  dear  connexions* 
£ither,  bretheri  and  kinsman,  whose  departure  to  battle 
you  saw  with  comparative  indifierence  ? — Say  rAw,  and  it 
shall  be  enough — I  leave  the  ground,  never  to  see  you  or 
this  country  again." 

^^  Stay,  Markham,  stay  ;  and  believe  me  when  I  say, 
that  if  1  answer  your  que^ion  in  the  affirraativci  it  is 
because  Master  Kerneguy's  safety  compreheads  more, 
much  more,  than  that  of  any  of  those  you  have  men* 
tioned." 

^^  Indeed  !  I  did  not  know  a  coronet  had  been  so  su- 
perior in  value  to  the  crest  of  a  private  gentleman,"  said 
Everard  ;  ^'  yet  I  have  beard  that  many  women  think  so.' 

^^  You  apprehend  me  amiss*,"  said  AlicCi  perplexed 
between  the  difficulty  of  so  expressing  herself  as  to  pr^ 
vent  immediate  mischief,  and  at  the  same  time  anxious 
to  combat  the  jealousy  and  disarm  the  resentment  which 
she  saw  arising  in  the  bosom  of  her  lover.  But  she  found 
DO  words  fine  enqugh  to  draw  the  distinction,  without 
leading  to  a  discovery  of  the  King's  actual  charctcter,  and 
perhaps,  in  consequence,  to  bis  destruction.  ''  Mark- 
bam,"  she  said,  '^  have  compassion  oo  me.  Press  me 
not  at  this  moment  :  believe  me,  the  honour  and  haj^pi- 
nets  of  my  father,  my  brother,  and  of  my  whole  family, 
are  interested  in  Master  Kerneguy's  safe^— are  inex- 
tricably  coneemed  in  this  matter  resting  where  it  now 
does." 

"  Oh,  ay — ^I  doubt  not,"  said  Everard  ;  "  the  bouse 
of  Lee  ever  looked  up  to  nobilityi  aad  valued  in  their 
connexions  the  fiintastic  loyalty  of  a  courtier  beyond  the 
sterling  and  honest  patriotsim  of  a  f^n  country  gentle 
man.  For  them,  the  thing  is  in  course.  But  on  your 
part,  you,  Alice— O  !  on  your  part,  whom  I  have  loved  so 
dearly — who  have  suffered  me  to  think  that  my  affection 
was  not  unrepaid — can  the  attractions  of  an  empty  title, 
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the  idle  court  complimeiits  of  a  mere  man  of  qoaii^, 
duridg  only  a  few  hours,  lead  you  to  prefer  a  UbertiBe 
lord  to  such  a  heart  as  mine  f " 

*^  No,  no — believe  me,  no,"  said  Alice,  in  the  extrem- 
ity of  distress. 

^  Put  your  answer,  which  seems  so  painful,  in  one 
word,  and  say  for  whose  safety  it  is  you  are  thus  deeply 
interested  ?" 

"  For  both — for  both,"  said  Alice. 

*That  answer  will  not  serve,  Alice,"  answered  Ever- 
ard  :  '^  here  is  no  room  for  equality.  I  must  and  will 
know  to  what  I  have  to  trust.  I  understand  not  the  pal- 
tering, which  makes  a  maiden  unwilling  to  decide  betwixt 
two  suitors  ;  nor  would  1  willingly  impute  to  you  the 
vanity  that  cannot  remain  contented  with  one  lover  at 
once." 

The  vehemence  of  Everard's  displeasure,  when  be 
supposed  his  own  k>ng  and  sincere  devotion  lightly  forgot- 
ten, amid  the  addresses  of  a  profligate  courtier,  awaken- 
ed the  spirit  of  Alice  Lee,  who,  as  we  elsewhere  said, 
had  a  portion  in  her  temper  of  the  lion-humour  that  was 
characteristic  of  her  family. 

**  If  I  am  thus  misinterpreted,"  she  said — *^  if  I  am  not 
judged  worthy  of  the  least  confidence  or  candid  con- 
struction, hear  my  declaration,  and  my  assurance,  that, 
strange  as  my  words  may  seem,  they  are,  when  truly  in- 
terpreted, such  as  do  you  no  wrong.  I  tell  you — I  tell  all 
present — and  I  tell  this  gentleman  himself,  who  well 
knows  the  sense  in  which  I  speak,  that  bis  life  and  safety 
are,  or  ought  to  be,  of  more  value  to  me  than  those  of  any 
other  man  in  the  kingdom  ;  nay,  in  the  world,  be  that 
other  who  he  will." 

These  words  she  spoke  in  a  tone  so  firm  and  decided 
as  admitted  no  farther  discussion.  Charles  bowed  low 
<ind  with  gravity,  but  remained  silent.  Everard,  his  fea- 
tures agitated  by  the  emotions  which  his  pride  barely  en- 
abled him  to  suppress,  advanced  to  his  antagonist,  and 
said,  in  a  tone  which  he  vainly  endeavoured  to  make  a  firm 
one,  <<  Sir,  you  heard  the  lady's  declaration,  with  such 
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diemattds.  As  her  poor  kinsman,  and  an  anworthy  s«ritof, 
sir,  I  presume  to  yield  my  interest  in  her  to  you  ;  attd, 
as  I  win  never  be  the  means  of  giving  her  pain,  I  trust 
you  will  not  think  I  act  unworthily  in  retracting  the  letter  . 
which  gave  you  the  trouble  of  attendmg  this  place  at  this 
boinr.  Alice,"  he  said,  turning  his  head  towatds  her, 
"  Farewell,  Alice,  at  once,  and  for  ever  !'' 

The  poor  young  lady,  whose'  adventitious  spirit  had 
alil308t  dfeserted  her,  attempted  to  repeat  the  word  fare- 
well, but  failing  hi  the  attempt,  only  accomplished'  a  brok- 
en atid  imperfect  sound,  and  would  have  sunk  to  tlW' 
earth,  but  for  Doctor  RocheclifFe,  who  caught  her  tof 
she  fell.  Roger  Wildrake,  also,  who  had  twice  or  thrice 
put  to  his  eyes  what  remained  of  a*  kerchief,  iritetested* 
by  the  lady's  evident  dfetrcss,  chough  unable  to  Compre*- 
hend  the  mysterious  cause,  hastened  to  assist  the  divmd* 
in  supporting  so  fair  a  burden. 

Meanwhile,  the  disguised  Prince  had  beheld  the  whole' 
in  silence,  but  wiriv  an  agit^tSort  to  which  he*  wds  liw*' 
wonted,  and  which  his  swarthy  features,  and  still  MOW 
Lis  motions,  began  to  betray.  H!s  pos^re  was^  at  fitst 
absohitely  stationary,  with  his  arms  folded'  on  Ws  bosbm, 
tfs  one  who  waits  to  be  guidied  by  the  ctirrertt  of  e^ienUf  j 
presently  after,  he  shifted  his  pbsitSott,  advanced'  aittf 
reiSrerf  his  foot,  clenched  and  opetterf  his  hand,  attd  Oth*^ 
efwise  showed  symptoms  l*at  he  was  strongly  agltSitcd 
by  contending  feelings,  was  on  the  point  tooj  of  forming 
some  sudden  resolution,  and  yet  still'  in  uncertainty  #haf 
cfborSehe*  should  pursue. 

But  when  he  saw  Markham  Everard,  after  one  Ibttfcf 
of  unspeakable  anguish  towards  Alice,  ttiwiiig  his  4ack 
to  depart,  he  broke  out  into  his  familiar  ejacnladotf, 
**•  Odds-fish!'  this  must  not  be."  In  tfttee  strides* he 
overtook  the  slovdy-retiring  Evetard;  tap^led  hiija  smartly 
on  the  lAouldler,  and,  as  he  turned toutfd,  said,  ^tb  an*  rir 
of  command',  which  he  well  knew  how  tb  adopt  at  pleas 
are*,  "'  One  word  with  you,  sir.** 

13      VOL.    II. 
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^<  At  your  pleasure,  sir,"  replied  Everard,  ai^  natural- 
ly conjecturing  the  purpose  of  his  antagonist  to  be  hostile, 
took  hold  of  his  rapier  with  the  left  band,  and  laid  the 
right  on  the  hilt,  not  displeased  at  the  supposed  call  ;  for 
anger  is  at  least  as  much  a  kin  to  disappointment  as  pity 
is  said  to  be  to  love. 

"  Pshaw  !"  answered  the  King,  "  that  cannot  be  now 
— Colonel  Everard,  I  am  Charles  Stuart  !" 

Everard  recoiled  in  the  greatest  surprise,  and  next  ex- 
claimed, "  Tuipossible — it  cannot  be  ! — ^Tbe  King  of 
Scots  has  escaped  from  Bristol. — My  Lord  Wilmot,  your 
talents  for  intrigue  are  well  known — but  this  will  not  pass 
upon  me." 

"  The  King  of  Scots,  Master  Everard,"  replied 
Charles — "  since  you  are  so  pleased  to  limit  his  sover- 
eignty— at  any  rate,  the  Eldest  Son  of  the  late  Sovereign 
of  Britain, — is  now  before  you  ;  therefore  it  is  impossi- 
ble he  could  have  escaped  from  Bristol.  Doctor  Roche- 
cliffe  shall  be  my  voucher,  and  will  tell  you,  moreover, 
that  Wilmot  is  of  a  fair  complexion,  and  light  hair- 
-mine,  you  may  see,  is  swart  as  a  raven." 

Rocheclifie,  seeing  what  was  passing,  abandoned  Alice 
to  the  care  of  Wildrake,  whose  extreme  delicacy  in  the 
attempts  he  made  to  bring  her  back  to  life,  formed  an 
amiable  contrast  to  his  usual  wildness,  and  occupied  him 
so  much,  that  he  remained  for  the  moment  ignorant  of 
the  disclosure  in  which  he  would  have  been  so  much  in- 
terested. As  for  Doctor  Rocheclifie,  he  came  forward, 
wringing  his  hands  in  all  the  demonstration  of  extreme 
anxiety,  and  with  the  usual  exclamations  attending  such 
-B,  State. 

^^  Peace,  Doctor  Rocheclifie  !"  said  the  King,  with  such 
complete  self-possession  as  indeed  became  a  prince— 
^^  We  are  in  the  hands,  I  am  satisfied,  of  a  man  of  hcm- 
our.  Master  Everard  must  be  pleased  in  finding  only  a 
fugitive  prince  in  the  person  in  whom  he  thought  he  had 
discovered  a  successful  rival.  He  cannot  but  be  aware 
of  the  feelings  which  prevented  me  from  taking  advantage 
of  the  cover  which  this  young  lady's  devoted  loyalty 
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•ffiirded  me,  at  the  risk  of  her  own  happiness*  He  is 
the  party  who  is  to  profit  by  my  candour  ;  and  certainly 
I  have  a  right  to  expect  that  my  condition,  already  indif- 
ferent enough,  shall  not  be  rendered  worse  by  his  be- 
coming privy  to  it,  under  such  circumstances.  At  any 
rate,  the  avowal  is  made  ;  and  it  is  for  Cobnel  Everard 
to  consider  how  he  is  to  conduct  himself." 

"  Oh,  your  Majesty  !— my  Liege  ! — my  King  ! — my 
royal  Prince  !"  exclaimed  Wildrake,  who,  at  length  dis- 
covering what  was  passing,  had  crawled  on  his  knees 
and,  sizing  the  King's  hand,  was  kissing  it,  more  like  a 
child  mumbling  gingerbread,  or  like  a  lover  devouring  the 
yielded  hand  of  his  mistress,  than  in  the  manner  in 
which  such  salutations  pass  at  court-^^'  If  my  dear  friend 
Mark  Everard  should  prove  a  dog  on  this  occasion,  rely 
on  me  I  will  cut  his  throat  on  the  spot,  w^re  I  to  do  the 
same  for  myself  the  moment  afterwards!" 

^^  Hush,  hush,  my  good  friend  and  loyal  subject,"  said 
the  King,  ^^  and  compose  yourself ;  for  though  I  am 
obliged  to  put  on  the  Prince  for  a  moment,  we  hfive  not 
privacy  or  safety  to  receive  our  subjects  in  King  Cam- 
byses'  vein." 

Everard,  who  had  stood  for  a  time,  utterly  confounded, 
awoke  at  length  like  a  man  from  a  dream. 

"  Sire,"  he  said,  bowing  low,  and  with  profound  def- 
erence, "  if  I  do  not  offer  you  the  homage  of  a  subject 
with  knee  and  sword,  it  is  because  God,  by  whom  kings 
reign,  has  denied  you  for  the  present  the  power  of  as- 
cending your  throne  without  rekindling  civil  war.  For 
your  safety  being  endangered  by  me,  let  not  such  an  im- 
agination for  an  instant  cross  your  mind.  Had  I  not  re- 
spected your  person — were  I  not  bound  to  you  for  the 
candour  with  which  your  noble  avowal  has  prevented  the 
misery  of  my  future  life,  your  misfortunes  would  have 
rendered  your  person ^as  sacred,  so  far  as  I  can  protect 
it,  as  it  could  be'  esteemed  by  the  most  devoted  royalist 
in  the  kingdom.  If  your  plans  are  soundly  considered, 
and  securely  laid,  think  that  all  which  is  now  passed  is  but 
a  dream.     If  they  are  in  such  a  state  that  I  can  aid  them 
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Wiving  mjT  dtaty  to' tire  Commonwcaltli^  wliicfr  triff  peiiui^ 
me  to  be- privy  to  ne  schemes  of  actual  viotence,  your 
Miajesty  may  command  my  services." 

*•  Irmay  be  I  may  belroubtesome  to  you,  sir,"  saitf  tbe 
King ;  ^*  for  tny  fortunes  are  not  such  as  to  permit  me 
to  reject  even  the  most  Kmited  offers  of  assistance  ;  bnt 
if  I  can,  I  will  dispense  with  applying  to  you — I  wouM 
nor  willingly  put  any  man'a  compassion  at  war  with  his 
sense  of  duty  onr  my  account. — Doctor,  I  think  there  wilf 
be  no  farther  tilting  to-day,  either  with  sword  or  (fane  / 
so  we  may^a^weJf  return  to  rfie  Lodge,  and  leave  these** 
— teoiihg  at  AKceatid'  Everard^ — "  who  may  have  more 
to  say  in  explanation." 

**  No— no  !'**  exclaimed  Alice,  who  was^  now  perfectfy- 
come  to  herself,  and  partty  by  her  own  observation,  ancF 
partly  from  the  report  of  Dr.  Rbcbecliffi,  comprehended 
all  that  had  taken  ^i^e — ^  My  cousin  Evened  and  I  have 
nothing  to  explain  ;  he  will  feipve  me  fbr  having  riddled 
with  him  when  I  dared^  not  speak  plainly  ;  and  I  forgive 
bim  for  having  read  ray  riddte*  wrong.  But?  my  fad^er* 
has  my  promise^ — we  must*  nor  correspond  or  converse 
for  the  presents — I  return  instantly  to  the  Lodge  and  he  to 
Woodstock,  unless  you',  sire,**  bowing  to>  the  Kingi  •*  com- 
mand his  duty  otherwise.— Instant  to  the  town,  CousiiF 
Markham  ;  and  if  danger  should  approach,  give  us  warn- 
ing.?'' 

Everard  would  have  delayed  her  departore,  would* 
have  excused  himself  for  his  unjust  suspicion,  would  hi^e 
said*  a  thousand  things  ;  but  she  would  not  listen  to  himr, 
saying,  for  all  other  answer,— •♦Farewell,  Markham,  tiT' 
God  send  better  days' 1*^ 

"  She  is  an  angel  of  truth  and  beauty,"  said  Roger 
WiWrake  ;^  "  and  I,  like  a  blasphemous  heretic,  called  her* 
a  Lindabrides!*— But  has  your  Majesty — craving  yow 
pardon— no  commands  for  poor  ^odg^  Wildrake,  wbo 
will  blow  out  his'own  or  any  other  man^s  brains  in^  Eng- 
land, to  do  your  Grace  a  pleasure  ?" 

"  We  entreat  our  good  friend  Wildrake  to  do  nothing^ 
hastiiy,''  said  Charles,  smiling ;  ^  such  brains  as  bis  are 


jrarc^  and  Aould  «Qt  be  jashly  4iisparsed«  as  t\m  lika  inay 
ool  be  easily  cdlected.  We  neconHDead  him  to  be  silent 
and  pruAent — ^to  t^t  no  more  with  loyal  clergymen  of  tbe 
Church  of  England,  and  to  get  himself  a  new  jacket 
with  all  coniirenient  speed,  lo  which  we  beg  lo  ooBtribme 
our  royal  aid.  When  fit  time  comes,  we  hope  to  ind 
other  serFice  for  him*" 

As  he  spoke,  he  slid  ten  pieces  into  the  hand  of  poor 
Wildrake,  who,  confounded  with  the  excess  of  his  loyal 
gratitude,  blubbered  like  a  child,  and  would  have  foHov- 
ed  the  King,  had  act  Doctor  Rocbeclifie,  in  few  words, 
l>ut  peremptory,  insisted  that  he  should  iBtum  wkh  his 
patron,  promising  him  he  should  certainly  be  employed 
in  assisting  tbe  King's  escape,  cduki  aa  Qpponunit|r  be 
found  of  using  bis  services. 

<<  Be  so  generous,  reverend  sir,  and  you  hiiid  bm  lo 
you  for  ever^"  said  the  cavaher ;  ^*  and  I  coi^e  you  not 
to  k^ep  malice  i^gaiost  me  on  acoouDt  of  tbe  foolery  you 
wot  of." 

*'J  have  no  oeeanon,  Caiptain  Wildrake,"  said  the 
doctor,  ''  bf  I  think  I  had  the  best  of  it." 

*^  Well,  then,  doctor,  I  £»rgive  you  4m  my  past,  and  I 
ptray  you,  ibr  christian  charily,  let  me  have  a  fiuiger  in 
this  £ood  service  ^  for  as  I  Jive  in  hope  o(  it,  reiy  that  I 
shalldie  of  disappointment." 

While  tbe  doctor  and  joldier  thus  spoke  together, 
Charles  took  leave  of  £veraF4,<(whoreinained  uacorered 
while  he  spoke  to  him,)  with  lus  iisaal  graco-— *^  I  seed 
not  bid  you'  no  longer  be  jealous  of  me,"  said  the  £iiig ; 
**  Cor  1  presume  you  will  scaroe  think  of  a  match  hstwixt 
Alice  aad  me,  wJUch  woidd  he  too  bsing  a  one  on  her 
side.  For  other  thoughts,  the  wildcat  libertine  coatd  not 
entertain  them  towards  so  high-iminded  a  creature ;  and 
believe  me,  that  my  sense  of  her  merit  M  not  need  this 
last  distinguisbed  proof  q(  her  truth  and  loyalty.  I  saw 
enough  of  hex  from  her  answers  to  some  idle  salhes  of  gai* 
lantry,  to  know  with  whatia  XoJjiy  character  she  is  «adow^ 
ed.    Mr^  £verard,  h^r  happiji£«s  I  see  depends  on  you, 
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and  I  trust  you  will  be  the  careful  guardian  of  it.  If  we 
can  take  any  obstacle  out  of  the  way  of  your  joint  hap- 
piness, be  assured  we  will  use  our  influence. — ^Farewell, 
sir  ;  if  we  cannot  be  better  friends,  do  net  at  least  let  us 
entertain  harder  or  worse  thojughts  of  each  other  than 
we  have  now.** 

There  was  something  in  the  manner  of  Charles  that 
was  extremely  affecting  ;  something  too,  in  his  condition 
as  a  fugitive  in  the  kingdom  which  was  his  own  by  in- 
heritance, that  made  a  direct  appeal  to  Everard's  bosom 
— though  in  contradiction  to  the  dictates  of  that  policy 
which  he  judged  it  his  duty  to  pursue  in  the  distracted 
circumstances  of  the  country.  He  remained,  as  we  have 
said,  uncovered ;  and  in  his  manner  testified  the  highest 
expression  of  reverence,  up  to  the  point  when  such  might 
seem  a  symbol  of  allegiance.  He  bowed  so  low  as  almost 
to  approach  his  lip§  to  the  hand  of  Charles — but  he  did 
not  kiss  it. — **  1  would  rescue  your  person,  sir,*'  he  said, 

"  with  the  purchase  of  my  own  life.      More "  He 

stopped  short,  and  the  King  took  up  his  sentence  where 
it  broke  off — "  More  you  cannot  do,"  said  Charles,  "  to 
inaintain  an  honourable  consistency — but  what  you  haye 
said  is  enough.  You  cannot  render  homage  to  my  proifer- 
ed  hand  as  that  of  a  sovereign,  but  you  will  not  prevent 
my  taking  yours  as  a  friend,  if  you  allow  me  to  call  my- 
self so — I  am  sure,  as  a  well-wisher  at  least." 

The  generous  soul  of  Everard  was  touched—^He  took 
the  King's  hand,  and  pressed  it  to  his  lips. 

"  Oh  !"  he  said,  "  were  better  times  to  come " 

"  Bind  yourself  to  nothing,  dear  Everard,"  said  die 
good-natured  Prince,  partaking  his  emotion — "  We  rea- 
son HI  while  our  feelings  are  moved.  I  will  recruit  no 
man  to  his  loss,  nor  will  I  have  my  fallen  fortunes  in- 
volve those  of  others,  b^ause  they  have  humanity 
enough  to  pity  my  present  condition.  If  oetter  times 
come,  why  we  will  meet  again,  and  I  hope  to  our  mutual 
satisfaction.  If  not,  as  your  future  father-in-law  would 
say,"  (a  benevolent  smile  came  over  his  face,  and  accord- 
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ea  not  unmeetly  with  his  glistening  eyes) — **  If  not, 
this  parting  was  well  made." 

Everard  turned  away  with  a  deep  bow,  almost  choking 
under  contending  feelings  ;  the  uppermost  of  which  was  a 
sense  of  the  generosity  with  which  Charles,  at  his  own 
imminent  risk,  had  cleared  away  the  darkness  that  seem- 
ed about  to  overwhelm  his  prospects  of  happiness  for  life 
—mixed  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  perils  by  which  he 
was  euTironed.  He  returned  to  the  little  town,  followed 
by  his  attendant  Wildrake,  who  turned  back  so  often, 
with  weeping  eyes,  and  hands  clasped  and  uplifted  as 
supplicating  Heaven,  that  Everard  was  obliged  to  remind 
him  that  his  gestures  might  be  observed  by  some  one, 
and  occasion  suspicion. 

The  generous  conduct  of  the  Kbg  during  the  closmg 
part  of  this  remarkable  scene,  had  not  escaped  Alice's 
notice ;  and,  erasing  at  once  from  her  mind  alF  resentment 
of  Charles's  former  conduct,  and  all  the  suspicions  they 
bad  deservedly  excited,  awakened  in  her  bosom  a  sense 
of  the  natural  goodness  of  his  disposition,  which  permit- 
ted her  to  unite  regard  for  his  person,  with  that  rever- 
ence for  his  high  ^ce  in  which  she  had  been  educated 
as  a  portion  of  her  creed.  She  felt  convinced,  and 
delighted  with  the  conviction,  that  his  virtues  were  his 
own,  his  libertinism  the  fault  of  education,  or  rather  want 
of  education,  and  the  corrupting  advice  of  sycophants 
and  flatterers.  She  could  not  know,  or  perhaps  did  not 
in  that  moment  consider,  that  in  a  soil  where  no  care  is 
taken  to  eradicate  tares,  they  will  out-grow  and  smother 
the  wholesome  seed,  even  if  the  last  is  more  natural  to 
the  soil.  For,  as  Doctor  Rochecliife  informed  her 
afterwards  for  her  edification, — promising,  as  was  his 
custom,  to  explain  the  precise  words  on  some  future  oc- 
•*'«'An  if  she  would  put  him  in  mind — Virtus  rectorem 
a\utmque  desiderat ;  Pttia  sine  magistro  discuntur.* 

•  The  quotations  of  the  learned  doctor  and  antiquary  were  often  left  unin 
terpreted,  though  seldom  uncommanicated,  owin^  to  his  contempt  for  those  whr 
<fid  not  aDdersland  the  learned  languaees,  and  his  dislike  to  the  labourof  traat 
»atioo,  for  the  benefit  of  ladies  and  oTooontry  gentlemen.     Thai  feir  readeif 
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Tlwere  wa^  no  room  for  such  rjeflections  at  pre^enl 
Conscious  of  mutual  sincerity,  bjr  a  sort  of  intellectual 
comaiunicatioQ,  through  which  individuals  are  ledtoun- 
derstancl  .each  other  better,  perhaps,  in  delicate  circum- 
stances, than  by  words,  .reserve  and  simulation  appeared 
to  be  nowJbanish<ed  from  the  intercourse  between  the  King 
md  Alice.  With  manly  frankness,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  with  princely  condescension,  he  requested  her,  ex- 
hausted as  she  was,  to  accept  of  his  arm  on  the  way  home- 
ward, instead  of  that  of  Doctor  Rocbecliffe  ;  and  Alict 
accepted  of  his  support  with  modest  humility,  but  without 
a  shadow  of  mistrust  or  fear*  It  seemed  as  if  the  las| 
half  hoiy  had  sa^tisBed  them  perfectly  with  the  character 
of  each  other,  and  that  each  had  full  conviction  of  the 
pgrity  ^M  sinicerity  of  the  otber^s  intentions. 

Doctor  Bochepliffe,  in  the  nveaatirae,  had  fallen  some 
four  or  jSvepaccs hehiod  ;  for,  less  light  an.d  active  thao 
Ali^e,  {who  had,  ))esid^3,  thje  assistance  of  the  King'9 
^i^pporl,)  li^  was  unable^  without  effort  and  difficulty,  to 
keep  um  ^with  the  pace  of  Charles^  yfhQ  then  was,  as  wi^ 
jh.^ye  jpfsewheire  ;iotip.ed;  onjp  of  the  best  walkers  in  Eng- 
^d,  gmi  WA?  ^metimie^s  ;9pt  to  fii||et  (as  great  meq 
pyill)  thai  .Withers  wpre  iAferior  to  him  m  activity. 

"  De^r  AliiCjB,"  s^id  thp  King,  buj  as  if  the  epithet 
jyere  jwjlirely  fr^iterA^Jf  "  I  like  yowr  Everard  much — ^I 
woqJW  to  jQrod  he  lyere  pf  our  determination — But  since 
th^t  mwGl  h^i  I  fm  tsure  h^  will  jprove  a  gei»erou^ 
^emy." 

.'*  5foy  it  please  you,  aire,"  said  Alice,  modestly,  bu| 
jyitb  some  jSrnmess,  *^  my  co*isin  will  never  be  your  Maj- 
^s^y's  pe^aonfil  eaemyt — i^d  he  is  qpe  of  the  few  on  wbo^ 
^htent  word  yow  jway  rely  mor^e  than  on  the  path  pf 
those  yfbf>  pjrofes?  more  strpngly  aorf  formally.  He  i? 
jgut^erly  ipc^ipiijih  of  afcqsing  yp^r  Sfajesty's  most  generpuji 
and  volqat^ry  ponficJence." 

"  On  my  honour,  I  believe  so,  Alice,"  replied  the 

•ad    luni   thantt  mmy  aol  on  this  ocoasioB  hmaH  m  igwNraooe,  we  ip^  $bp 
dintior  ;  xkm  an  Itwmi  wifhoul «  ieachurf* 


Kmgz  ^BQtodd^SAl  my  gvrl.  Jet  Abj«sCy  sicHip  for 
the  fresentH^  ooaceims  Ky  safety,  ts  I  told  your  brother 
ktefy— CftB  me  sir,  tibea,  irliich  belongs  alike  to  kiiig, 
peer,  ktiigbt  and  gBniir«ian*-^or  rather  )et  im  be  wild 
Louis  Kerneguy  again."  ^ 

Alice  looked  down,  and  shook  her  bead.  '^  That  can-* 
not  be,  please  your  IVfajesty.^ 

*^  What  1  Louis  was  a  saucy  companion — a  naughty 
presuming  boy — and  you  cannot  abide  him  ? — Well,  per- 
haps you  are  right — But  we  will  wait  for  Doctor  Roche- 
diffe  — he  said,  desirous,  with  good-natured  delicacy,  to 
■lake  Alice  aware  that  be  had  no  purpose  of  engaging 
her  in  any  discussion  which  could  recall  painful  ideas. 
They  paused  accordingly,  and  again  she  felt  relieved  and 
grateful. 

^'  J  cannot  persuade  our  fair,  friend,  Mistress  Alice, 
doctor,"  said  the  Kin^,  "  that  she  must  in  prudence, 
forbear  usiog  titles  of  respect  to  me,  while  there  are  such 
very  slender  means  of  sustaining  them." 

'*  It  is  a  reproach  to  earth  and  to  fortune,"  answered 
the  divioe,  as  last  as  his  recovered  breath  would  permit 
him,  *'  that  your  most  sacred  Majesty's  present  condition 
should  not  accord  with  the  rendering  of  those  honours 
which  are  your  own  by  birth,  and  which,  with  God^s  bles- 
sing on  tbe^  efforts  of  your  loyal  subjects,  I  hope  to  see 
rendered  to  you  as  your  hereditary  right,  by  the  universal 
voice  of  the  three  kingdoms." 

"  True,  doctor,"  replied  the  King  5  **  hut  in  the  mean- 
while, can  you  expound  to  Mistress  Alice  Lee  two  lines 
of  Horace,  which  I  have  carried  in  my  thick  head  seve- 
ral years,  till  now  they  have  come  pat  to  my  purpose. 
As  ray  canny  subjects  of  Scotland  say,  If  you  keep  a 
thin^  seven  years  you  are  sure  to  find  a  use  for  it  at  last 
— Telephus — ay,  so  it  begins — 

•    '  Telq»hit9_el PeleiUf  cum pcaqter et exul Mder^tK, 
Pn^icit  ampuUas  d  9e$quipedalia  verba.*  ** 

"  I  will  explain  the  passage  to  Mistress  Alice  Lee, 
when  she  reminds  me  of  it— or  rather,"  (he  added,  re- 
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collecting  that  bis  ordinary  dilatory  answ^  on  such  OC" 
casions  ought  not  to  be  returned  when  the  order  for  expo- 
sition emanated  ih)m  his  Sovereign,)  <<  I  will  repeat  a 
poor  couplet  from  my  own  translation  of  the  poem — 

*  Heroes  and  kings,  in  exile  forced  to  roam, 

Leave  swelling^  phrase  and  seven-leagued  words  at  borne/  " 

'^  A  most  admirable  version,  doctor,"  said  Charles  : 
^'  I  feel  all  its  force,  and  particularly  the  beautiful  ren- 
dering of  sesquipedalia  verba  into  seven-leagued  boots — 
words,  I  mean — it  reminds  me,  like  half  the  things  1  meet 
with  in  this  world,  of  the  Contes  de  ComTnere  UOye^* 

Thus  conversing  they  reached  the  Lodge  ;  and  as  the 
King  went  to  his  chamber  to  prepare  for  the  breakfast 
summons,  now  impending,  the  idea  crossed  his  mind, 
"  Wilmoi,  and  Villiers,  and  Killigrew,  would  laugh  at  me, 
did  they  hear  of  a  campaign  in  which  neither  man  nor 
woman  had  been  conquered — But  odds-fish  !  let  them 
laugh  as  they  will,  there  is  something  at  my  heart  which 
tells  me,  that  for  once  in  my  life  I  have  acted  well." 

That  day  and  the  next  were  spent  in  tranquillity,  the 
King  waiting  impatiently  for  the  intelligence,  which  was 
to  announce  to  him  that  a  vessel  was  prepared  somewhere 
on  the  coast.  None  such  was  yet  in  readiness  ;  but  he 
learned,  that  the  indefatigable  Albert  Lee  was,  at  great 
personal  risk,  traversing  the  sea-coast  from  town  to  vil- 
lage, and  endeavouring  to  find  means  of  embarkation, 
among  the  friends  of  the  royal  cause,  and  the  correspon- 
deuts  of  Doctor  Rochecliffe. 


*  Takt  of  Mother  GooMi 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Rofflan,  let  go  that  nide  nncivil  touch  ! 

2\m)  Gtntlemm  of  Verona. 

It  is  time  we  should  give  some  account  of  the  other 
actors  in  our  drama,  the  interest  due  to  the  principal 
personages  having  for  some  time  engrossed  our  attention 
exclusively. 

We  are,  therefore,  to  inform  the  reader,  that  the  lin- 
gering longings  of  the  Commissioners,  who  had  been 
driven  forth  of  their  proposed  paradise  of  Woodstock,  not 
by  a  cherub  mdeed,  but,  as  they  thought,  by  spirits  of 
another  sort,  still  detained  them  in  the  vicinity.  They 
had,  indeed,  left  the  little  borough  under  pretence  of 
indifferent  accommodation.  The  more  palpable  reasons 
were,  that  they  entertained  some  resentment  against  Ev^ 
erard,  as  the  means  of  their  disappointment,  and  had  no 
mind  to  reside  where  dieir  proceedings  could  be  over- 
looked by  him,  although  they  took  leave  in  terms  of  the 
utmost  respect.  They  went,  however,  no  farther  than 
Oxford,  and  remained  there,  as  ravens,  who  are  accus- 
tomed to  witness  the  chase,  sit  upon  a  tree  or  crag,  at  a 
little  distance,  and  watch  the 'disembowelling  of  the  deer, 
expecting  the  relics  which  fall  to  their  share.  Meantime, 
the  University  and  City,  but  especially  the  former,  sup 
plied  them  with  some  means  of  employing  their  varlbus 
faculties  to  advantage,  until  the  expected  moment,  when, 
as  they  hoped,  they  should  either  be  summoned  to  Wind- 
sor, or  Woodstock  should  once  more  be  abandoned  to 
their  discretion. 

Bletson,  to  pass  the  time,  vexed  the  souls  of  such  learn- 
ed and  pious  divines  and  scholars,  as  he  could  intrude  hjs 
hateful  presence  upon,  by  sophistry,  atheistical  discourse, 
and  challenges  to  them  to  impugn  the  most  scandalous 


iA6  y^QqmTWi^ 

theses.  Desborough,  one  of  the  most  brutally  ignorant 
men  of  the  periodi  got  himself  nominated  the  head  of  a 
college,  and  lost  no  time  in  cutting  down  trees,  and  plun- 
dering plate.  As  for  Harrison,  he  preached  in  full  uni- 
form in  Saint  Mary>  ^hurchi  wearing  his  buff-coat,  boots, 
and  spurs,  as  if  he  were  about  to  take  the  field  for  the 
fight  at  Armageddon.  Anjd  U  was  b^XJd  W  say,  whether 
that  seat  of  Learokig,  Religion,  and  Loyalty,  as  it  is 
called  by  Clarendon,  was  more  vexed  by  the  rapine  of 
Desborough,  the  cold  scepticism  of  Bletson,  or  the  frantic 
eqthusi^sm  of  tlie  Fifth  Monarchy  Cbampion. 

Ever  and  anon,  soldiers,  under  pretence  of  relieving 
guard,  or  otherwise,  went  and  came  betwixt  Woodstock 
and  Oxford,  and  maintained,  it  may  be  supposed,  a  cor- 
respondence with  Trusty  Tomkins,  who,  though  be  lehieliy 
resided  in  the  town  of  Woodstock,  visited  the  Lodge  oe- 
ea»onally,  and  to  whom*  therefore,  tbey  doubtless  trusted 
|br  inforf^ation  concerning  the  proceedings  there. 

Indeed,  this  man  Tomkins  seemed  by  some  secret 
means  to  have  gained  the  confidence  in  part,  if  not  in 
whole,  of  almost  every  one  connected  with  these  intrigues. 
All  closeted  him,  aU  conversed  with  him  in  private  ; 
those  who  bad  the  means  propitiated  him  with  gifts,  those 
who  hao  not  were  liberal  of  promises.  When  he  chanced 
to  appear  at  Woodstock,  which  always  seemed  as  it  were 
by  accident,  if  he  passed  through  the  hall,  the  Knight  was 
«ure  to  ask  him  to  takQ  the  foils,  and  was  equally  certain 
to  be,  after  fess  or  more  resistance,  victorious  in  the  en- 
«o«Niter  $  so  in  consideration  of  so  many  triumphs,  the 
gpod  Bir  Henry  almost  forgave  him  the  sinji  of  rebellioo 
anfl  Puritanism.  Then,  if  his  slow  and  formal  step  w«s 
heard  in  the  passages  approaching  the  gallery.  Doctor 
RocbecKflb,  thoogh  he  never  introduced  him  to  hi$  pecu- 
liar boudoir,  was  sure  to  meet  master  Tomkins  in  some 
neutral  apartment,  and  to  engage  him  in  long  eonvei^ 
aations,  which  apparently  had  great  interest  for  bodi. 

Neither  was  the  Independent's  reception  below  stairs 
less  gracious  than  above.  Joceline  failed  not  to  welcome 
faim  with  the  most  cordial  frankness  :  the  pasty  and  the 


fyfgm  wm^  pmi  m  kooiediate  r«quisitio««  and  good  cbeer 
wa§  tbe  genaral  word.  Tb/9  nNQans  for  tbif«  it  mty  he 
observed,  had  grown  more  plenjty  at  Woodstock  since  the 
-arrival  of  Dr.  Rocheclifie,  who,  in  quality  of  agent  for 
several  royalists,  h^d  various  sums  of  money  at  his  dis- 
posal. By  these  funds  it  is  likely  that  Trusty  Tomkins 
also  derived  his  own  full  advantage. 

In  his  occasional  indulgence  m  what  be  called  a  fleshly 
frailty,  (and  for  which  be  said  be  had  a  privilege,)  which 
was  in  truth  an  alftacbi^nt  to  strong  liquors,  and  that  in 
no  moderate  degree,  his  language,  at  other  times  remark- 
Ably  4lec9r4)ius  and  re$<3rved,  faec^MOe  wild  and  animated. 
He  isometime^  talked  witb  all  the  unction  of  »n  old  de- 
b^imh^  f^  £prmer  exploits,  s9cb  as  deer-slealingp  orcb- 
ajrdnrobbing,  drunken  gambols,  and  desperate  affrays  in 
whi^b  he  Sad  been  engaged  in  tb#  earlier  part  of  his 
llf^  sung  bacchanalian  and  amorous  ditties,  owelt  some- 
tieaes  upo9  adventures  which  drove  Pboebe  IMayflbwer 
fWxn  the  c(MQ»pany,  and  penetrated  even  tbe  deaf  ears  of 
D^rae  J^sUicQta  so  u»  to  make  the  buttery  in  which  be 
J^Jd  bis  caJ^Quaala  no  proper  place  ior  the  poor  okl  wp- 

In  the  middle  pf  these  wild  rants,  Tomkins  twice  or 
xMfi^  ^deoly  ran  into  religious  topics,  and  spoke  mysr 
terio^sly,  but  with  great  animation^  and  a  rich  eloquence, 
on  the  happy  and  preeminent  saints,  who  were  saints,  i^ 
he  termed  them,  indeed — Men  who  had  stormed  the  inneT 
trea9ure^house  of  Heaven,  and  possessed  themselves  of 
its  choicest  jewels.  All  other  sects  he  treated  with  the 
utmost  contempt,  as  merely  quarrelling,  as  he  expressed 
it,  Uke  hogs  over  a  urough  about  busks  aasd  acorna ;  under 
which  derogatory  terms  he  included  alike  the  usual  rttes 
and  ceremonies  of  public  devotion,  the  ordinances  of  the 
established  churchy  of  Christianity,  and  the  cAservan- 
ces,  nay,  the  forbearances,  enjoined  by  every  claaa  of 
Christians.  "Scarcely  hearing,  and  not  at  all  understand 
ing  him,  Joceline,  who  seemed  his  most  frequent  confidant 
on  such  occasions,  generally  led  him  back  into  soioia 
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straiD  of  rude  mirth,  or  old  recoIIectioD  of  foRtes  b^re 
the  Civil  Wars,  without  caring  about  or  endeavouring  to 
analyze  the  opinion  of  this  saint  of  an  evil  fashion,  but 
fully  sensible  of  the  protection  which  his  presence  affi>rd- 
ed  at  Woodstock,  and  confident  in  the  honest  meaning 
of  so  free-spoken  a  fellow,  to  whom  ale  and  brandy, 
when  better  liquor  was  not  to  be  come  by,  seemed  to  be 

Sri'ncipal  objects  of  life,  and  who  drank  a  health  to  the 
jng,  or  any  one  else,  whenever  required,  provided  the 
cup  in  which  he  was  to  perform  the  libation  were  but  a 
brimmer. 

These  peculiar  doctrines,  which  were  entertained  by 
a  sect  sometimes  termed  the  Family  of  Love,  but  more 
commonly  Ranters,*  had  made  some  progress  in  times 
when  such  vsgpiety  of  religious  opinions  were  prevalent, 
that  men  pushed  the  jarring  heresies  to  the  verge  of 
absolute  and  most  impious  insanity.  Secrecy  had  been 
enjoined  on  these  frantic  believers  in  a  most  blasphemoQS 
doctrine,  by  the  fear  of  consequences,  should  they  come 
to  be  generally  announced  ;  and  it  was  the  care  of  Mr. 
Tom  kins  to  conceal  the  spiritual  freedom  which  he  pre- 
tended to  have  acquired,  from  all  whose  resentment  would 
have  been  stirred  by  his  public  avowal  of  it  This 
was  not  difficult ;  for  their  profession  of  faith  permitted, 
nay,  required,  their  occasional  conformity  with  the  sec- 
taries or  professors  of  any  creed  which  chanced  to  be 
uppermost. 

Tomkins  had  accordingly  the  art  to  pass  himself  on 


*  The  Familiflts  were  originaHy  founded  by  David  (George  of  Delft,  an  ea- 
Ihusiast.  who  believed  himself  the  Messiah.  They  branched  off  into  various 
sects  of  Grindletonians,  Familists  of  the  mountains,  of  the  valleys ;  Familists  of 
Cape  Order,  dtc.,  of  the  Scattered  Flock,  &c.  Among  doctrines,  too  wild  and 
foul  to  be  quoted,  they  held  the  lawfulness  of  occasional  conformity  with  -any 
predominant  sect  when  it  suited  their  convenieucMpf  complying  with  tlie*  order 
of  any  magistrate,  or  superior  power,  liowever  smlul.  They  disowned  the 
^ncipal  doctrines  of  Christianity,  as  a  law  which  had  been  superseded  by  the 
advent  of  David  George~nay,  obeyed  the  wildest  and  loosest  dictates  of  evil 
passions,  and  are  said  to  have  practised  among  themselves  the  grossest  libertin- 
ism. See  Edward's  Ganffrccna,  Pagitt's  Heresiographia,  and  a  very  curibua 
work  written  by  Ludovic  Claxton,  one  of  the  leaders  or  the  sect,  called  the  Iiosf 
SA^yip  Fouful,— small  4(o.  London,  1660 


• 
Dr.  Rocheoliflfe  as  still  a  zealous  member  of  the  Church 
of  England,  though  serving  under  the  enemy's  colours,  as 
a  spy  in  their  camp ;  and  as  he  had  on  several  times  given 
him  true  and  valuable  intelligence,  this  active  intriguer 
was  the  more  easily  induced  to  believe  his  professions. 

Nevertheless,  lest  this  person's  occasional  presence 
at  the  Lodge,  which  there  were  perhaps  no  means  to 
prevent  without  exciting  suspicion,  should  infer  danger 
to  the  King's  person,  Rochecliffe,  whatever  confidence 
he  otherwise  reposed  in  him,  recommended  that,  if  pos- 
sible, the  King  should  keep  always  out  of  his  sight,  and 
when  accidentally  discovered,  that  he  should  only  appear 
in  the  character  of  Louis  Kemeguy.  Joseph  Tomkins, 
he  said,  was,  he  really  believed.  Honest  Joe  ;  but  Honesty 
was  a  horse  which  might  be  overburdened,  and  there  was 
no  use  in  leading  our  neighbour  into  temptation. 

It  seemed  as  if  Tomkins  himself  had  acquiesced  in 
this  limitation  of  confidence  exercised  towards  him,  or 
that  he  wished  to  seem  blinder  than  he  really  was  to  the 
presence  of  this  stranger  in  the  family.  It  occurred  to 
Joceline,  who  was  a  very  shrewd  fellow,  that  once  or 
twice,  when  by  inevitable  accident  Tomkins  had  met  Ker- 
neguy,  he  seemed  less  interested  in  the  circumstance  than 
he  would  have  expected  from  the  man's  disposition,  which 
was  naturally  prying  and  inquisitive.  ''  He  asked  no 
questions  about  the  young  stranger,"  said  Joceline. 
^^  God  avert  that  he  knows  or  suspects  too  much  !"  But 
his  suspicions  were  removed,  when,  in  the  course  of  their 
subsequent  conversation,  Joseph  Tomkins  mentioned  the 
King's  escape  from  Bristol  as  a  thing  positively  certain, 
and  named  both  the  vessel  in  which  he  said  he  had  gone 
ofiT,  and  the  master  who  commanded  her,  seeming  so 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  report,  that  Joceline  judged 
it  impossible  he  could  have  the  slightest  suspicion  of  the 
reality. 

Yet  notwithstanding  this  persuasion,  and  the  com- 
radeship which  had  been  established  between  them,  the 
faithful  under-keeper  resolved  to  maintain  a  strict  watch 
over  hiS  gossip  Tomkins  and  be  in  readiness  to  give  the 
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akriD  Aoald  aeeMioo  atiie.  Tnie,  lie  Iboiag^  ke  Imd 
r«9toa  to  beliere  ihat  Ub  wtad  fimd,  liiPtiifttbfiiiwiiiig  Ub 
df  unken  aid  entlwuiaarie  raittfi,  was  as  ttrtiatwartfay  aa  lie 
WM  esteemed  by  Doctor  Rochecliffe ;  jel  aliU  he  was  aft 
adveiutttrer,  the  oiMide  and  lifiiog  of  whose  cloak  wave 
of  difiareni  eokMua,  and  a  Ugh  reward,  aod  penba  for 
paaft  aets  ot  raaUgasecy,  might  tempt  him  ooee  more  to 
turo  bis  tippet-<**For  Uieae  reasoaa  Joeeline  kept  a  atriet^ 
tliourh  unosteatatioiis  wateh  over  tnis^  Torakioa. 

We  have  said,  that  the  discreet  seoetscbal  waa  utuTer- 
asMy  well  raeeived  at  Woodstock,  whether  is  the  borough 
or  fl$  the  LodgOf  and  that  eveo  Joeeline  Jehie  was  aea^ 
iotts  to  conceal  any  auq[Mcioiia  which  be  could  not  aho» 
cether  repress,  mder  a  great  ^nm  of  cordial  hespilaUtj. 
Thete  weie,  boweter*  two  iodind^MJs,  wbo,  fer  verjr 
diiSerent  reasons,  aourisfaed  persooad  dislike  sgaioat  the 
individual  so  geoeratty  acceptable* 

One  was  Nefaeoitah  Holdenough,  who  retnemb^ned 
with  great  bkterness  of  spirit,  the  Independent's  Ftoleoi 
intrusion  into  his  pulpit,  and  whoeYer  spoke  of  faioi  in  pri* 
vate  as  a  lying  cnissionary,  into  whom  Satan  had  p«it  a 
spirit  of  delusion  ;  and  preached,  besides,  a  solemn  ser^ 
moa  oo  the  subject  of  the  false  prophet,  out  of  whose 
ttioath  came  frogs.  The  dtaeoorse  was  highly  prized 
by  the  mayor  and  most  of  the  better  class,  who  cooceived 
that  their  oiieister  had  struck  a  heary  blow  at  the  wetj 
aoot  of  Independency.  On  the  other  han^,  those  of  the 
prirBte  spirit  eomeiuied,  that  Joseph  Tomkins  had  made  a 
siiceessfyl  and  triuoiphani  rally,  in  an  exhortaUoo  on  the 
eremng  c^  the  same  day,  in  which  be  proved,  to  the  coih 
fiction  c{  many  handicraftsnien,  that  the  pannage  in  Jer*- 
emiah,  <'  The  prophets  [prophesy  falsely,  and  the  |»ie8ta 
hear  rule  by  their  means^"  was  directly  applicable  to  the 
Presbyterian  system  of  church  gDvemment.  The  eler- 
gyman  despatched  an  account  of  his  adversary's  conduct 
"to  the  Reverend  Master  Edwards,  to  be  inserted  in  the 
next  edition  of  Gangrsena,  as  a  pestilent  heretic ;  and 
Tomkins  recommended  the  parson  to  his  master,  Desho- 
rough,  as  a  good  subject  on  whom  to  impose  a  round  fine 


ibr  v^jjng  the  f)ir>vai«  ^lirit ;  Mauring  him  al  tbe  stna 
time,  Uaat  though  tba  minister  might  6eem  poor,  yet  if  a 
few  troopers  were4)uartered  on  Urn  tiU  tbe  fine  was  paid, 
every  rich  shopkeeper's  wife  in  the  borouxl)  wouldnrob  tbe 
till,  rather  than  go  without  tbe  roamaon  ofuprigbtoousiiefla 
with  which  to  redeem  their  priest  &om  siifieraoce  ;  bokU 
bgy  accprdifl^  to  hh  expression,  with  Labaa,  '  You  have 
taken  from  me  my  gods«  ai^  what  have  I  more?"  There 
was,  of  course^  liliUe  cordiality  between  the  pdemical 
disputants,  when  reUgious  debate  took  so  workUy  a  turn. 

JSut  Joe  Tomkins  was  much  more  concerned  at  the  evil 
opinion  p^hich  seemed  to  be  entertained  against  him  by 
one^  whose  good  graces  he  was  greatly  laore  desirous  to 
obtaMUbao  those  of  Nehemiah  Holdenougb^  This  was 
no  otRr  than  preuy  Mistress  Phcabe  Mayflower^  for 
whose  conversion  he  had  fejt  a  strong  vocation,  ever 
since  Jhis  lecture  upon  Shakspeafe  op  their  fycsl  meetini; 
nt  the  )odge«  He  seemed  de^^r oms,  however,  to  carry 
on  this  more  serious  work  in  priviite,  and  especially  to 
conceal  his  labours  from  his  friend  Joceline  Joliffe,  lest, 
perchance,  he  had  been  addicted  to  jealousy.  JBiH  it 
ivas  in  v^  that  h.e  plied  tbe  faithful  diamisely  sometjiy)^ 
with  verses  from  t^e  Canticles,  sometimes  with  quotatiodMi 
frofla  Green's  Arcadia,  or  pithy  passages  from  Venup  im4 
Adonisi,  and  doctrines  of  a  nature  yet  mor^  abstrijNie, 
from  tbe  pQpuWr  wx>rk  entitled  Aristotle's  Masterpiece^ 
Unto  no  wooing  of  his,  sacred  xa  profane,  m^tophysjcal 
Wphy^eal,  wpuW  Phoebe  May  Bower  seriously  incline. 

The  maiden  loved  Jopeline  Joliffe,  on  tbe  ope  haj)d  t 
and,  on  the  ojt<ber,  if  she  disliked  Joseph  Tomkins  when 
sbe  fir<st  saw  him,  as  a  rebellious  puritan,  sbe  bad  Aot 
been  at  all  reconciled  by  finding  reason  ito  regard  him  a$ 
a  hypocritical  Ubertine*  She  hated  him  in  both  capae 
ities — ^n^ver  endufed  his  conversation  when  she  could 
escape  from  it-^and,  when  obliged  to  remain,  listened  to 
hjm  only  beCtSU^  ^e  knew  he  had  been  so  deeply  trust* 
ed^  l^t  tP  oiSksd  bim  might  endanger  the  security  44 
the  family,  in  the  service  of  which  J^he  ]bad  been  bog^ 
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and  bred  up,  and  to  whose  interest  she  was  deFoted. 
For  reasons  somewhat  similar,  she  did  not  suffer  her  dis- 
liken)f  the  steward  to  become  manifest  before  Joceline 
Joliffe,*  whose  spirit,  as  a  forester  and  a  soldier,  might 
have  been  likely  to  bring  matters  to  an  arbitrement,  in 
which  the  couteau  de  chatse  and  quarter-staff  of  her 
favourite,  would  have  been  too  unequally  matched  with 
the  long  rapier  and  pistols  which  his  dangerous  rival  al- 
ways carried  about  his  person.  But  it  is  difficult  to 
blind  jealousy  when  there  is  any  cause  of  doubt ;  and 
perhaps  the  sharp  watch  maintained  by  Joceline  on  his 
comrade,  was  prompted  not  only  by  his  zeal  for  the 
King's  safety,  but  by  some  vague  suspicion  that  Tomkins 
was  not  ill-disposed  to  poach  upon  his  own  fair^anor. 

Phcebe,  in  the  meanwhile,  like  a  prudent  girl,  shelter- 
ed herself  as  much  as  possible  by  the  presence  of 
Goody  Jellicot.  Then,  indeed,  it  is  true  the  Indepen- 
dent, or  whatever  he  was,  used  to  folbw  her  with  his 
^addresses  to  very  little  purpose  ;  for  Phoebe  seemed  as 
deaf,  through  wilfulness,  as  the  old  matron  by  natural  in- 
firmity. This  indifference  highly  incensed  her  new 
lover,  and  induced  him  anxiously  to  watch  for  a  time  and 
place,  in  which  he  might  plead  his  suit  with  an  energy  that 
should  command  attention.  Fortune,  that  malicious 
goddess,  who  so  often  ruins  us  by  granting  the  very  ob- 
ject of  our  vows,  did  at  length  procure  him  such  an 
opportunity  as  he  had  long  coveted. 

It  was  about  sunset,  or  shortly  after,  when  Phcebe,  upon 
whose  activity  much  of  the  domestic  arrangements  de- 
pended, went  as  far  as  Fair  Rosamond's  spring  to  obtain 
water  for  the  evening  meal,  or  rather  to  gratify  the  pre- 
judice of  the  old  Knight,  who  believed  that  celebrated 
fountain  afforded  the  choicest  supplies  of  the  necessary 
element.  Such  was  the  respect  in  which  he  \*as  held 
by  his  whole  family,  that  to  neglect  any  of  his  wishes 
that  could  be  gratified,  though  with  inconvenience  to 
themselves,  would,  in  their  estimation,  have  been  almost 
equal  to  a  breach  of  religious  duty. 
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To  fill  the  pitcher  had,  we  know,  been  of  late  a  trou- 
blesome task ;  but  Joceline's  ingenuity  had  so  far  render- 
ed it  easy,  by  repairing  rudely  a  part  of  the  ruined  front 
of  the  ancient  fountain,  that  the  water  was  collected, 
and  trickling  along  a  wooden  spout,  dropped  from  a  height 
of  about  two  feet.  A  damsel  was  thereby  enabled  to 
place  her  pitcher  under  the  slowly  dropping  supply,  and, 
without  toil  to  herself,  might  wait  till  her  vessel  was  filled. 

Phoebe  Mayflower,  on  the  evening  we  allude  to,  saw, 
for  the  first  time,  this  little  improvement ;  and,  justly  con- 
sidering it  as  a  piece  of  gallantry  of  her  sylvan  admirer, 
designed  to  save  her  the  trouble  of  performing  her  task  in 
a  more  inconvenient  manner,  she  gratefully  employed  the 
minutes  of  ease  which  the  contrivance  procured  her,  in 
reflecting  on  the  good-nature  and  ingenuity  of  the  oblig- 
ing engineer,  and  perhaps  in  thinking  he  might  have  done 
as  wisely  to  have  waited  till  she  came  to  the  fountain, 
that  he  might  have  secured  personal  thanks  for  the  trouble 
he  had  taken.  But  then  shQ  knew  he  was  detained  in 
the  buttery  with  that  odious  Tomkins,  and  rather  than 
have  seen  the  Independent  along  with  him,  she  would 
have  renounced  the  thought  of  meeting  Joceline. 

As  she  was  thus  reflecting,  fortune  was  malicious 
enough  to  send  Tomkins  to  the  fountain,  and  without 
Joceline.  When  she  saw  his  figure  darken  the  path  up 
which  he  came,  an  anxious  reflection  came  over  the  poor 
maiden's  breast,  that  she  was  alone,  and  within  the  verge 
of  the  forest,  where  in  general  persons  were  prohibited  to 
come  during  the  twilight,  for  disturbing  the  deer  settling 
to  their  repose.  She  encouraged  herself,  however,  and 
resolved  to  show  no  sense  of  fear,  although,  as  the  stew- 
ard approached,  there  was  something  in  the  man's  look 
and  eye  no  way  calculated  to  allay  her  apprehensions. 

"  The  blessings  of  the  evening  upon  you,  my  pretty 
maiden,"  he  said.  "  I  meet  you  even  as  the  chief  ser- 
vant of  Abraham,  who  was  a  steward  like  myself,  met 
Rebecca,  the  daughter  of  Bethuel,  the  son  of  Milcah, 
at  the  well  of  the  city  of  Nahor,  in  Mesopotamia.     Shah 
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1  not,  therefore,  say  io  you,  set  4ow]i  tbjr  pUcbiBr  |l»t  I 
nay  driok  f " 

^*  The  pitcher  is  at  your  seririoe,  Master  Totakios," 
she  replied,  ''  and  you  may  drink  as  iOiucb  as  you  wiU; 
but  you  have,  I  warrant,  drauk  h^ter  lifuiNr,  aod  tb«t  oat 
long  since." 

It  was,  indeed,  obvious  that  the  steward  had  arisen 
fnoiB  a  revel,  for  ius  features  were  aonaewbat  flushed^ 
though  he  had  stopped  far  short  of  isloxicatioa^  But 
Phoebe's  alarm  at  his  first  appearance  was  rather  ioci^as- 
ed  when  she  observed  bow  be  had  been  lately  employn^ 

*'  I  jdo  but  iuse  my  privilege,  my  pretty  Rebecca  ;  ^be 
eartjb  is  givea  to  the  aaintsand  the  fuloess  thereo£.  They 
shall  occupy  and  enjoy  it,  both  the  riches  of  the  mine, 
aod  the  treasures  of  the  vine ;  and  ttiej  shall  Tejoice,afid 
liiieir  hearts  be  imerry  witidn  them.  Thou  ba^  yet  to 
learn  ihe  privileges  of  the  saints,  my  Rebecca." 

^  My  aame  is  Phoebe,"  said  the  maiden,  in  order  to 
sober  the  eodiusiaslic  rapture  which  he  either  fell  oir 
affi^eted* 

<^  Phoebe  alter  the  fiesh,"  he  said,  ''  but  Rebecca 
being  spimui^&ed  ;  lor  art  thou  not  a  wanderitig  arad 
stray  sheep  if  «-and  «m  I  iiot  aen^  to  iietch  thee  wiifain 
tbe  fold  ?--^wher^rB  else  was  it  aaid,  Tbou  ahak  find 
ber  sealed  by  tbe  weM,  m  the  wood  which  is  called  after 
tibe  ancient  faarloi,  Rosamond  ?" 

^^  YoM  hflire  found  me  ailtkig  here  Bf^re  «aH»igh,"  said 
Phoebe;  ^  but  if  you  wish  to  keep  «ie  company,  you 
ura^  walk  to  ijbe  jUidge  with  fue ;  aad  you  shall  carry 
mty  pijteter  £or  nae^  if  ymi  will  be  so  Idnd.  1  will  beur 
aU  ihe  good  thifl^  you  bftvie  toaay  tosieaa  wegoalMig. 
B$iA  Sir  Heory  ealfe  for  his  glass  of  water  ragiikidy  be* 
fore  firayers," 

**  Whid  !"  exebioied  Tomkioa,  "^  hath  tbe  old  man  of 
bkiody  baind  aod  perverse  heart  sent  thee  Uther  lo  ido 
the  work  of  a  bondswoman  i  Verily  thou  afaalt  return 
enfranchised  |  and  for  ithe  water  thou  bast  drawn  for  luia, 
it  shall  be  pxMired  forth  evea  as  David  caused  to  be  pour 
ed  forth  the  water  of  the  well  of  Bethlehem." 


9M^  saying,  be  emptied  die  wmter-pit!el»ry  io  spito  of 
Phcebe's  exclamations  ^d  entreaties.  He  then  reptececk 
the  vessel  beneath  the  little  conduit,  and  continued  :•— - 
**  Know  that  this  shall  be  a  token  to  thee.  The  filling  of 
that  pitcher  shall  be  like  the  running  of  a*  sand-glass ;; 
and  if  within  the  time  which-  shall  pass  ere  it  rises  to>  the 
brim,  fhou  shalt  listen  to  the  words  whicb  I  riiall  say  to 
thee,  then  rt  shall  be  well  with  tfaeey  and  thy  place  shall  be 
high  among  those  wbo,^  fi)rs8king  the  instruction  which  is 
as  milk  for  babes  and  suckiingsy  eatthe  stvong  food  wbicb 
nourishes  manhood.  But  if  ttie  pitcher  shall  overbrim 
with  water  ere  thy  ear  shall  hear  and  understand^  thou^ 
shalt  then  be  given*  as  a  prey,  and  as  a  bondsmaiden,^  unto* 
thoM  wha  shall  possess  the  hi  and  the  faif  of  the  earth." 

***  You  frighten  mej  Master  Tomkins,"  said  Phcebe^ 
'  though  t  am  sure  you  do^  not  meao!  to  de  so.*  I  won* 
der  how  you  dare  speak  words  so'like  the  good  words  in- 
the  Bible,  when  yon*  know  bow  you  laughed  at  your  owii^ 
master,  and  all  the  rest  of  them< — wbcsD  3rou  helpedi  to 
pky  the  hobgoblins:  at  tke  Lodge." 

^  Think^st  thou;  then,  thou  simf^ie  fool,  tbat  in  putting 
drat  deceit  upon  Harrison  and  the  rest,i  I  exceeded  mf 
privtleges  ? — Nay,  verily.* — Listen  to  me,  foolish  girL 
When  in  former  days  I  liv-ed  the  most  wild,  mali^^ani 
pakehell  in  Oxfordshire,  frequenting  wakes  and  faina^ 
dancing  around  May-poliss,  said  showing  my  luslifaoo4 
at  foot-ball  and  cudgei^playing — ^Yea:  when  I  was  eaUed) 
intbe  language  of  the  uncircumcised,.  Philip  Haseldine, 
and  was  one  of  the  singers  in  the  choir,  and  one  of  the 
riagei^  in  the  steeple^  and  served  the  priest  yondar,  by 
name  Rocheeli^fe,  I  was^  mt  farther  &om  the  straigtk 
road  than  when^  after  long  reading,  I  ai  length  found  one 
blind  guide  after  angitfaer,  all  burners  of  bricks  in  Egypt. 
I  left  them  one  by  one,  the  poor  tool  H^rrisou  being  the 
fast ;  and  by  my  own  unassisted  strength,  I  ha*  e  sti^liggled 
forward  to  the  broa<l  and  blessed  lighty  whereof  thou  toa 
Phoebe,  shalt  be  partaker." 

"  I  thank  you,  Master  Tomkins,"  said  Phoebe,  sup*- 
pressing  some  fear  under  an  appearance  of  indifference* 


66  weoDmKsi:* 

*  but  I  shall  haye  light  enough  to  carry  home  1117  pitefa- 
ar,  would  you  but  let  me  take  it  ;  and  that  is  all  the 
want  of  light  I  shall  have  this  evening." 

So  saying,  she  stooped  to  take  the  pitcher  from  the 
fountain  ;  but  he  snatched  hold  of  her  by  the  arm,  and 
prevented  her  from  accomplishing  her  purpose.  Phcebe, 
however,  was  the  daughter  of  a  bold  forester,  prompt 
at  thoughts  of  self-defence  ;  and  though  she  missed 
getting  hold  of  the  pitcher,  she  caught  up  instead  a  large 
pebble,  which  she  kept  concealed  in  her  right  hand. 

"  Stand  up,  foolish  maiden,  and  listen,"  said  the  Inde- 
pendent sternly  ;  and -know,  in  one  word,  that  sin,  for 
which  the  spirit  of  man  is  punished  with  the  vengeance 
of  Heaven,  lieth  not  in  the  corporal  act,  but  in  the  thought 
of  the  sinner.  Believe,  lovely  Phoebe,  that  to  the  pure 
all  acts  are  pure,  and  that  sin  is  in  our  thought,  not  in 
our  actions— even  as  the  radiance  of  the  day  is  dark  to  a 
blind  man,  but  seen  and  enjoyed  by  him  whose  eyes 
receive  it.  To  him  who  is  but  a  novice  in  the  things  of 
the  spirit,  much  is  enjoined,  much  is  prohibited  ;  and  he 
is  fed  with  milk  fit  for  babes — for  him  are  ordinances,  pro- 
hilntions,  and  commands.  But  the  saint  is  above  these 
ordinances  and  restraints.  To  him,  as  to  the  chosen 
child  of  the  house,  is  given  the  pass-key  to  open  all  locks 
which  withhold  him  from  the  enjoyment  of  his  heart's 
desire.  Into  such  pleasant  paths  will  J  guide  thee,  lovely 
Phoebe,  as  shall  unite  in  joy,  m  innocent  freedom,  pleas- 
ures, which,  to  the  UBprivileged,  are  sinful  and  pro- 
hibited." 

"  I  really  wish.  Master  Tomkins,  you  would  .et  me  go 
home,"  said  Phoebe,  not  comprehending  the  nature  of 
his  doctrine,  but  disliking  at  once  his  words  and  his  man- 
ner. He  went  on,  however,  with  ti\g  accursed  and  blas- 
phemous doctrines,  which,  in  common  with  others  of  the 
pretended  saints,  he  had  adopted,  after  having  long 
shifted  from  one  sect  to  another,  until  he  settled  in  the 
vile  belief,  that  sin,  being  of  a  character  exclusively 
spiritual,  only  existed  in  the  thoughts,  and  that  the  worst 
actions  were  permitted  to  those  who  had  attained  to  the 
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pitch  of  believiDg  themselves  above  ordiDanCe.  ^^  Thus, 
my  Phoebe/'  he  continued,  endeavouring  to  draw  her 
towards  him,  **  I  can  offer  thee  more  than  ever  wag  held 
out  to  woman  since  Adam  first  took  his  bride  by  the 
hand.  It  shall  be  for  others  to  stand  dry*lipped,  doing 
penance,  like  papists,  by  abstinence,  when  the  vessel  of 
pleasure  pours  forth  its  delights.  Dost  thou  love  money  f 
— I  have  it,  and  can  procure  more — am  at  liberty  to 
procure  it  on  every  hand,  and  by  every  means — the 
earth  is  mine  and  its  fulness.  Do  you  desire  power  ? — 
which  of  these  poor  cheated  commissioner-fellows'  estates 
dost  thou  covet,  I  will  work  it  out  for  thee  ;  for  I  deal 
with  a  mightier  spirit  than  any  of  them.  And  it  is  not 
without  warrant  that  I  have  aided  the  malignant  Roche- 
clifie,  and  the  clown  Joliffe,  to  frighten  and  baffle  them 
in  the  guise  they  did.  Ask  what  thou  wilt,  Phoebe,  I 
can  give,  or  I  can  procure  it  for  thee — Then  enter  with 
me  into  a  life  of  delight  in  this  world,  which  shall  prove 
but  an  anticipation  of  the  joys  of  paradise  hereafter  !" 

Again  the  fanatical  voluptuary  endeavoured  to  pull  the 
poor  girl  towards  him,  while  she,  alarmed,  but  not  scared 
out  of  her  presence  of  mind,  endeavoured  by  fair  en 
treaty,  to  prevail  on  him  to  release  her.  But  his  fea- 
tures, in  themselves  not  marked,  had  acquired  a  fright 
ful  expression,  and  he  exclaimed,  "  No,  Phoebe — do  not 
think  to  escape — thou  art  given  to  me  as  a  captive — thou 
hast  neglected  the  hour  of  grace,  and  it  has  glided  past 
— Sec,  the  water  trickles  over  thy  pitcher,  which  was  to 
be  a  sign  between  us — Therefore  I  will  urge  thee  no 
more  with  words,  of  which  thou  art  not  worthy,  but  treat 
thee  as  a  recusant  of  offered  grace." 

''  Master  Tomkins,"  said  Phoebe,  in  an  imploring  tone, 
^  consider,  for  God's  sake,  I  am  a  fatherless  child — do 
ne  no  injury,  it  would  be  a  shame  to  your  strength  and 
your  manhood — I  cannot  understand  your  fine  words — I 
will  think  on  them  till  to-morrow."  Then,  in  rising  re 
sentment,  she  added,  more  vehemently — "  I  will  not  be 
used  rudely — stand  off,  or  I  will  do  you  a  mischief.' 
But,  as  he  pressed  upon  her  with  a  violence,  of  which 
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A«r  dbject  eotiM  itot  btf  mista{:en,  ditcf  emrf^^voxir^cf  UK  se^ 
ciure  her  right-hand,  she  exclairrierf,  **^Tafee  it  i&en  with  ai 
wanion  to  you  !'^^ — and  struck  him  an  almost  stunning 
blow  on  the  face,  with  the  pebble  which  she  held  ready 
for  such  an  extremity. 

The  fanatic  liet  her  go,  and  staggered  backward,  half 
stupified  ;  while  Phoebe  instantly  betook  herself  to  flight, 
screaming  for  help  as  she  ran,  but  stiti  grasping  the  victo- 
rious pebble.  Irritated  to  frenzy  by  the  severe  blow 
which  he  had  received,  Tomkins  pursued,  Willi  every 
black  passion  in  his  souf  and  in  his  face,  mfngled  with 
fear  lest  his  viltiany^  should  be  discovered.  He  called  on 
Phoebe  loudly  to  stop,  and  had  the  brutality  to  menace 
her  with  one  of  his  pistols  if  she  continued  to  fly.  Yet 
she  slacked  not  her  pace  for  his  threats,  and  he  must 
either  have  executeci  them,  or  seen  her  escape  to  carry 
the  tatieto  the  Lodge,  had  she  not  unhappily  stumbled  over 
the  projecting  root  of  a  fir-tree.  But  as  he  rushed'  upon 
bis  prey,  rescue  interposed  in  the  person  of  Joceline  Jo- 
liflfe,  with  his  quarter-staff  on  his  shoulder.  **  How  now, 
what  means  this  ?"  he  said,  stepping  between  Phoebe' 
and  her  pursuer.  Tomkins,  already  roused  tb  fury, 
made  no  other  answer  than  by  discharging  ^  Joceline 
the  pistol  which  he  held  in  his  hand.  The  ball  grazed  the 
under-keeper's  face,  who,  in  requital  of  the  assault,  and 
saying  "Aba  !  Let  ash  answer  iron,"^  applied  his  quar- 
ter-staff with  so  much  force  to  the  Independent's  head, 
that,  Kghting  on  the  left  temple,  the  blow  proved  almost 
msftantly  mortal. 

A  few  convulsive  struggles  were  accompanied  with  these 
broken  words, — -"Joceline — ^I  am  gone — but  I  forgive 
thee — ^Doctor  Rocheclifie — ^I  wish  I  had  minded  more — 

Oh  !— the  ctergyman— the  fimeral-service -"     As  he 

Jttered  these  words,  indicative,  it  may  be,  of  his  return 
10  a  creed,  which  perhaps  he  had  never  abjured  so  thor- 
oughly as  he  had  persuaded  himself,  his  voice  was  lost 
n  a  groan,  which,  rattling  in  the  throat,  seemed  unable 
t.o  find  its  way  to  the  air.  These  were  the  last  symptoms 
of  life :  the  clenched  hands  presently  relaxed— the  closed  * 
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cEfes  opened,  and  stared  on  the  heavens  a  lifeless  jeBy-^-* 
the  limbs  extended  tb^anselves  and  stifieoed*  The  body, 
which  was  lately  animated  with  life,  was  now  a  lump  of 
senseless  clay — the  soul,  dismissed  from  its  earthly  tene- 
ment in  a  moment  so  unhallowed,  was  gone  before  the 
judgment-seat. 

"  Ob,  what  have  you  done  !  what  have  you  done,  Jo* 
oeline  l"  exclaimed  Phoebe ;  "  you  have  killed  the  man  !'^ 

*^  Better  than  he  should  have  killed  me,"  answered 
Jocetine  ;  "  for  he  was  none  of  the  blinkers  that  miss 
their  mark  twice  running.r^And  yet  I  am.  sorry  for  him 
-*^3fany  a  merry  bout  have  we  had  together  when  he  was 
vtttd  Philip  Haseldine,  aad  then  he  was  bad  enough  } 
but  since  he  daubed  over  his  vices  with  hypocrisy,  he 
seems  to  have  proved  worse  devil  than  evter." 
:  *'  Oh,  Jooeline,  come  away,"  said  poor  Phoebe,  ''  and 
do  ofirt  stand  gazing  on  him  thus  $"  for  the  woodman, 
ffestiag  on  his  fatal  weapcxi,  stood  looking  down  on  the 
ecrpse  with  the  appearance  of  a  man:  half  stunned  at  the 
event. 

'  ^^  This  comes  of  the  ale-pitcher,"  she  continued,  in 
Ae  trcie  style  of  female  consolation,  ^'  as  1  have  often 
uAd  you — For  Heaven's  sake,  come  to  the  Lodge,  and 
let  us  consult  what  is.  to  be  done." 

'^  Stay  first,  girl,  and  let  me  drag  him  out  of  the  path  ; 
we  must  not  have  him  He  here  in  all  men's  sights-Will 
you  not  help  me,  wench  ?" 

^^  I  cannot,  Joceline — I  would  not  touch  a  lock  on  him 
for  all  Woodstock." 

*'  I  must  to  this  gear  myself,  then,"  said  Joceline,  who, 
a  soldier  as  well  as  a  woodsman,  still  had  great  relne- 
tence  to  the  necessary  task.  Something  in  the  face  and 
broken  words  of  the  dying  man  had  made  a  deep  and 
terrific  impression  on  nerves  not  easily  shaken.  He 
accomf^ished  it,  however,  so  far  as  to  drag  the  late  stew- 
ard out  of  the  open  path,  and  bestow  his  body  amongst 
die  under-growth  of  brambles  and  briers^  so  as  not  to  be 
visible  unless  particularly  looked  after.     He  dien  retumi* 
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ed  to  Thnthei  vAo  hmA  t^  spwddeofr  aU  the  while  h^ 
nesth  lit  tree  a^mr  wboee  roett  dm  had  stmi^ied* 

^  Cefene  wmfLjf  weiiefa/'  be  Mid^  ^  cotae  awaj  to  the 
Lodge^  tfnd  let  «»  eludj  imw  tbie  is  tn*  be  at^wet ed  for 
«*^te  midbap  of  bi»  bc«iig  kUlbd  will  stnngclj  iacreaat 
our  danger.  What  had  he  sought  of  thee,  wemliywbeo 
jmi  vw»  frooy  bim  like  a  maut-^onan  f-^-^at  I  caNt  gtress 
— ^PM  wtBi3  alwaf9  a  devil  among  ther  gniis^  ami  1  tkiA^ 
as  I>oetiK$r  Rooheeliflb  soys,  ifaat,  siaOe  he  toDwi  saiot, 
he  took  to  himself  seveti  devH$>  worsvtban  hiiiisetf.^^^-ttnrb 
18  the  very  plaee  where  I  saw  hnn,.Amtb  hie  sward  in  his 
hand  raised  agairist  the  old  Knight,  and  he  a  cfaald.  wf  the 
parisiy  — k  was  high  treason  as  least^^-^mt,.  bf  my  faid^ 
he  hach  ]wid  lie  it,  at  fast^" 

<<  But,  oh,.loceUHe,"  aaid  Phodbe^  ^^  Imwcoiild  yoa 
take  so  wicked  a  msn  into  yoor  cooaseh^  aad  jdCu  him 
ID  all  bis  plots:  about  scaring  the  rocmdhoad  gemieiaMi  i^ 
^<  Why  look  thee,  weocb,  I  thoogfat  I  knew  him.  at  iIm 
fedt  meeting,  especially  when  Beris,  who  was  ined  here 
when  he  was  a  dog-leader,  would  not  fly  at  him  ;  nmd 
y$hen  we  nsadeop  our  old  acquaintadce  at  the  L^dge,  I 
fiHind  be  kept  up  a;  close  correspondence  widi  Doctor 
RocheetifieE,  who  was  persuaded  that  be  was  a  good  kih^s 
man,  and  held  consequently  good  iateHigenee  with  him* 
4-^Tbe  doctor  boasts  to  have  keartied  annc^  throng  his 
metns^;  I  wisblo  Heavmr  he  nMiy  noi  hafve  been  as  ooan^ 
municative  in  turn." 

^  O,  Jbeeline,"  said  the  waithg-womaiiv  ^yoit  should 
never  have  let  him  within  the  gate  of  the  Lodge  !" 

<^  ihi  more  I  wotiU,  if  I  bad  known  bow  to  keep  bim 
e«t  ;  but  when  be  went  sofranUy  into  our  sebenM,  md 
told  roe  how  I  waa  to*  dtess  aiysdf  hke  Robiiison  tbtf 
player,  whose  gbost  baumed  Hah-isott-^  wish  no  ghost 
may  haant  me  \ — when  he  tafoght  me  hew  to  bear  ray* 
self  to  terrify  his  kwfiil  master,  what  cotsM  I  thinfci 
wench  ?  1  only  tstist  the  doctor  Ims  kept  tbei  grteat  secret 
o(  all  from  bi»  knowledgev-^Bat  herd  we  are  at  das 
Lodge.  Oo  OJ  thy  dkambdr^  We»ieh,  mai  oatnpose  tby<* 
self.     I  must  seek  out  Doctor  Rocbedi^  9   he  ik  eve* 


talkiQg  of  his  quick  and  ready  invcndon.      Here  eomc 
times,  I  tbioky  that  will  demand  it  alL" 

Phoebe  went  to  her  chamber  ticccirdiogly  j  bait  the 
strength  arising  ftoiiD  th«  presstiriff  of  daegef:  giving  way 
when  the  danger  was  removed,  she  quickly  foil:  into  t 
succession  of  hysterical  fits,  which  required  the  constant 
attention  of  Dame  Jellicot,  and  the  less  alarmed,  but  more 
judicious  care  of  Mrs.  Atiee^  before  they  even  abated  in 
their  rapid  recurrence. 

The  under -keeper  carried  his  news  to  the  politic  doc- 
tor, who  was  extremely  dtscoicenetf,. alarmed,  nay  angry 
with  Joceline,  for  having  slain  a  person  on  whose  com- 
munications he  hffd  accustomed  Mmrself  to  rely.  Yet  his 
looks  declared  his  suspicion,  whether  his  conffdence  had 
not  been  too  rashly  conferred — a  suspicion  which  press- 
ed him  the  more  anxiously,  that  he  was  unwilling  to 
avow  it,  as  a  derogation  from  bis  character  for  shr<iwdness, 
on  which  he  valued  himself. 

Doctor  Rochecliffe's  reliance,  however,  on  the  fidelity 
of  Tomkins,  had  apparently  good  ground^  Before  the 
Civil  Wars,  as  may  be  partly  collected  from  what  ba3 
been  already  hinted  at,  Tomkins,  under  his  true  name 
of  Hazeldine,  had  been  under  the  protection  of  the  Rec« 
tor  of  Woodstock,  occasionally  acted  as  bis  clerk,  was  a 
distinguished  member  of  bis  choir,  and  being-  a  bandy 
and  ingenious  fellow,  was  employed  in  assisting  the  anti- 
quarian researches  of  Dr.  Rocheclifie  througjb  the  iote<* 
rior  of  Woodstock.  When  he  eagaged  in  the  oppoeite 
side  in  the  Civil  Wars,,  he  still  kept  up  his  intelligeoea 
with  the  divine,  to  whom  he  had  aJSbrded  what  seemed 
valuable  information  from  time  to  time*  His  assistance 
had  latterly  been  eminently  useful  in  tiding  the  doctor,, 
with  the  assistance  of  Joceline  and  Pbcebe,  in  contriving, 
and  executii^  the  various  devices  by  whicb  the  Parlia- 
mentary Commissioners  had  been  expelled  from  Wood- 
stock. Indeed,  his  services  in  this  respect  bad  been 
thought  worthy  of  no  less  a  reward  than  a  present  of 
what  plate  remained  at  the  Lodge,  whicb  had  been  pro- 
mised to  the  Independent  accordingly.      The  doctor, 
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tberefore,  while  admitting  he  might  be  a  bad  roan,  regret 
ted  him  as  a  useful  one,  whose  death,  if  inquired  after, 
was  likely  to  bring  additional  danger  on  a  bouse  which 
danger  already  surrounded,  and  which  contained  a  pledge 
io  precious. 


CHAPTER  XIl. 

GmHo.    That  thnul  had  bcien  my  enemy  iadead. 
But  that  my  ooal  ii  better  than  thou  koow'at. 

OtheUo. 

On  the  dark  October  night  succeeding  the  evening  on 
which  Tomkins  was  slain,  Colonel  Everard,  besides  his 
constant  attendant  Roger  Wildrake,  had  Master  Nehe- 
miah  Holdenough  with  him  as  a  guest  at  supper.  The 
devotions  of  the  evening  having  been  performed  accord- 
faig  to  the  Presbyterian  fashion,  a  light  entertainment,  and 
a  double  quart  of  burnt  claret,  were  placed  before  his 
friends  at  nine  o'clock,  an  hour  unusually  late.  Master 
Holdenough  soon  engaged  himself  in  a  polemical  dis- 
course against  sectaries  and  Independents,  without  being 
aware  that  his  eloquence  was  not  very  interesting  to  his 
principal  hearer,  whose  ideas  in  the  meanwhile  wandered 
to  Woodstock  and  all  which  it  contained — the  Prince 
who  lay  concealed  there — ^his  uncle — above  allj  Alice 
Lee.  As  for  Wildrake,  after  bestowing  a  mental  curse 
both  on  Sectaries  and  Presbyterians,  as  being,  in  his 
opinion,  never  a  barrel  the  better  herring,  he  stretched 
out  his  limbs,  and  would  probably  have  composed  him- 
self to  rest,  but  that  he  as  well  as  his  patron  had  thoughts 
wl^ich  murdered  sleep. 

The  party  were  waited  upon  by  a  little  gipsy-looking 
boy,  in  an  orange-tawney  doublet,  much  decayed,  and 
garnished  with  blue  worsted  lace.      The  rogue  looked 
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PQioewhat  stmtod  b  sisei  but  aetiVB  bodi  b  blclligeiiet 
and  in  limb  as  his  black  eyes  seemed  to  promise  by  tbeir 
vivacity.  He  was  an  attendant  of  WUdrake's  choice, 
who  bad  conferred  on  him  the  nom  de  guerre  of  Spitfirsi 
and  bad  promised  him  promotion  so  soon  as  his  young 
protege,  Breakfast,  was  fit  to  succeed  him  m  his  present 
office.  It  need  scarce  be  said,  that  the  manage  was 
maintained  entirely  at  the  expense  of  Colonel  Everard, 
who  allowed  Wildf ake  to  arrange  the  household  very 
much  according  to  his  pleasure.  The  page  did  not  omit, 
in  offering  the  company  wine  from  time  to  time,  to  ac-» 
commodate  Wildrake  with  about  twice  the  number  of 
opportunities  of  refreshing  himself  which  he  considered 
it  necessary  to  afford  to  the  Colonel  (xr  bis  reverend 
guest. 

While  tbey  were  thus  engaged,  the  good  divbe  lost  in 
bis  own  argument,  and  the  hearers  in  tbeir  private 
thoughts,  their  attention  was  about  half  past  ten  arrested 
by  a  knocking  at  the  door  of  the  house.  To  those  wfao 
We  anxbus  hearts,  trifles  give  cause  of  alarm. 

Even  a  thing  so  siMple  as  a  knock  at  the  door,  may 
have  a  character  which  excites  apprehensioo.  This  was 
no  quiet  gentle  tap,  inttmatrag  a  modest  intruder  ;  no 
redoubled  rattle,  as  the  pompous  annunciation  of  some 
vain  person  ;  neither  did  it  resemble  the  formal  summons 
to  formal  business,  nor  the  cheerful  visit  of  some  welcome 
friend.  It  was  a  single  blow,  solemn  and  stern,  if  not 
actually  menacing  in  the  sound.  The  door  was  opened 
by  some  of  the  pers<His  of  the  house  ;  a  heavy  foot  as-* 
cended  the  stair— a  stout  man  entered  die  room,  and 
drawing  the  cloak  from  hifi  face,  said,  f'  Markham  Ever- 
ard, I  greet  thee  b  God's  name." 

It  was  General  Cromwell. 

Everard,  surprised  and  taken  at  unawares,  endeavour* 
ed  in  vain  to  find  words  to  express  his  astonishment.  A 
bustle  occurred  in  receiving  the  General,  assisting  him 
to  uncbak  himself,  and  offering  in  dumb  show  the  civil-* 
ities   of  receptioui      The  General  cast  his  keen  eye 
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asooBd  ikm  aparlaiienl/  and  fiKiag  itffint  <m  the  dmne^ 
•dUlrefaed  ErernFd  as  i&Sowii  : 

<<*  A  revemnd  man  I  see  ib  with  ibee«  Thou  ait  doC 
one  3of  those,  food  Markben,  who  iet  the  tioie  ooDcrted 
md  4roiinpro«Bd  f)a«  aflrtty.«^CaaCMig  aside  the  things  of 
this  WQrU^-«f  iveati^  fiarjmrd  to  tkoBe^f  ibe  «ext-*4t  ti 
kfy  thmsvmag  ««r  time  ui  ^s  foev  seat  4if  terrestrial  sia 
^id  care,  that  we  mej^  as  it  weve-^^^^BaC  bow  is  this  f" 
^iH4te  eo«i«Mi«d,  aaddeoly  dKnqjing  his  (oae,  and  8peak«- 
iog  Jbrisflj,  sbavpty.,  and  mmkooAy-***^^  09#  hath  1^  the 
room  siiioe  I  entered  i^' 

WfUaake  bad,  indeed,  been  abseat  ibr  a  mmme  or 
iHMiy  bnfeiiad  now  retuened,  taod  slapped  forward  inm  a 
bay  wiadosR,  aa  if  iie  had  Jbean  out  of  a^bt  4m]y^  aot 
out  of  the  apartment.  '^  Not  so,  sir,  I  stood  but  i&lha 
aAdfc^aaaNiA  ma(t  iof  ireapeat,  NMe  GeaeFal,  I  hope  all 
B  weii  with  the  Estala,  that  your  EweUeocgr  raefices  sa 
ao  iaie  a  ii^iait  ji-^JHToaU  ioot  yo«r  EsoeUeacy  dMNMe 

"  Ah  P  aaid  OKireis  iodking  sternly  and  fisadly  ift 
Uri«-^  Our  ttrusty  Go<4)ea(«eeD'-^r  faithM  ooaidaat— 
No,  air  |  at  peearad,  1  .desire  nothing  more  than  a  kiad 
rsceptioD,  -which,  «B«lhiaks,iiiy<^nd  Maridbaaa  Everard 
is  ao  «o  faimry  tsa  give  me.'^ 

^  Ymi  luBBg  jam  owm  awleome,  tny  Load,''  aaid  Sve« 
sand,  oampstting  hiaaself  to  8peak.«^<<  I  can  oofy  trust 
k  arcBB  no  imd  news  that  made  your  Exeelleiocy  a  late 
IraseUer,  And  mA^  Uke  my  tfeiHower,  what  refreshmefit  1 
shall  comBoasd  ifor  yoaraoesiDinodalien*" 

^  Ths  state  is ^oiiod  and  diealtfay,  Oolenel  Ew&eastij* 
said  Jfae»Gfinand;  "and  y«t  the  leas  so,tbat  anai^of  its 
members,  who  have  been  bkherto  «woiker8  together,  and 
propounders  of  good  counsel,  Mid  adi^ooera  ef  the  pab- 
iiGweaifibBvs  iww  wased  txM  in  their  lore  and  in  iheir 
tfSec&m  £ir  die  Good  Canse,  ibr  «i4iich  we  should  oe 
ready^  iu  lenr  vatfiofia  Ktegrees,  to  act  and  do,  so  soon  as 
we  are  called  t»  act  that  ^hereunto  we  are  appointed, 
nebher  MisUy,  nnr  ov!er«elothfulIy,  n^er  hfkewarmly 
nor  over-violently,  but  with  such  a  frame  and  dispositioo, 


n  ^ilsieh  >«eid  tuid  ehirily  anaj,  ms  it  vKre,  iD«et  mti  kiss 
eftch  ofter  in  our  iMreets.  Howbeit,  4wcause  we  look 
kadk  aiier  we  {)a?e  put  our  h^ni  to  tlie  plough,  therefore 
ie  our  <feroe  waxed  dim." 

^PavdoB  me,  sir,"  said  Nebemtah  HoMeoovgh,  who, 
KBteniog  with  some  impatience,  began  to  guess  in  whose 
company  he  stood — ^^  Pardon  me,  for  uoio  this  I  have  a 
warrant  to  speak.'' 

^  Ah  !  ah  !"  said  Cromwell.  "  Surely,  roost  worthy 
iir,  we  grieve  the  spirit  when  we  restrain^  those  pourings 
ibfth,  wfaioh  like  water  from  a  rock " 

"  Nay,  therein  I  differ  from  you,  sir,"  said  Hoide- 
Bough ;  *^  for  as  there  is  the  mouth  to  transmit  the  food, 
imd  the  profit  to  digest  what  Heaven  hath  sent ;  so  is  tlie 
preacher  ordained  to  teach,  and  the  people  to  hear, — the 
shepherd  to  gather  the  flock  into  the  sheepfold,  the  slteep 
to  profit  by  the  care  of  the  shepherd." 

**  Ah  !  my  worthy  sir,"  said  Cromwell,  with  nouch 
iraotk>n — **  methinks  you  verge  upon  the  great  mistake, 
which  supposes  that  churches  are  tafU  large  bouses  buik 
by  masons,  and  hearers  are  men — wealthy  men,  who  pay 
tithes,  the  larger,  as  well  as  tbe  le^ ;  and  that  the  priests, 
men  in  black  gowns  or  grey  cloaks,  who  receive  d>e  same, 
are  in  guerdon  the  only  distributors  of  Christka  blessings 
— Whereas,  in  my  apprehension,  there  is  nipre  of  Chris- 
tian flbcity  in  leavmg  it  to  the  discretion. of  the  hungry 
soul  to  seekliis  edification  wliere  it  can  be  found,  whether 
from  the  mouth  of  a  lay  teacher,  who  daimeth  his  war- 
rant from  Heaven  alone,  or  at  the  dispensation  of  those 
who  tjtke  ordination  and  degrees  from  synods  and  univer- 
sities, at  i)est  'but  associations  of  poor  sinfel  creaturee 
like  themselves." 

•**  You  speak,  you  know  not  what,  sir,***  replied  Hold- 
enough,  "impatiently.  "  Can  light  come  out  of  dai^E- 
ness,  sense  out  of  ignorance,  or  knowledge  of  4he  mys- 
teries of  religion  from  such  ignorant  noedicioers  as  give 
poisons  instead  of  wholesome  medk^aments,  and  cram 
with  filth  the  stomachs  of  such  as  seek  to  them  for  food  ?" 

This,  which  the  Presbyterian  divine  uttered  rathei 
warmCy,  the  General  answered  with  the  utmost  mildness 
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^  Liek-4Mhy,  laek-a-day  !  a  letnied  omOi  hot  iot«ni^ 
pecate  ;  over-zeal  bath  ealen .  biro  up* — ^A  weU-a-da> , 
mtf  you  may  talk  of  your  regular  gospel-meals,  but  m 
word  spoken  in  season  by  one  whose  heart  is  with  your 
heart,  just  perhaps  when  you  are  riding  on  to  encoueter 
an  enemy,  or  are  about  to  mount  a  breach,  is  to  the  .poor 
spirit  like  a  rasher  on  the  coals,  which  the  hungry  shall 
find  preferable  to  a  great  banquet,  at  such  times  wheo 
the  full  aoul  loatheth  the  honeycomb.  Nevertheless, 
although  I  speak  thus  in  my  poor  judgment,  I  woukl  not 
put  force  on  the  conscience  of  any  man,  leaving  to  the 
learned  to  follow  the  learned,  and  the  wise  to  be  instructed 
by  the  wise,  while  poor  simple  wretched  souls  are  not  to 
be  denied  a  drink  from  the  stream  which  ruooeth  by  the 
way. — Ay,  verily,  it  will  be  a  comely  sight  in  England 
when  men  shall  go  on  as  in  a  better  world,  bearing  with 
each  other's  infirmities,  joining  in  each  other's  comforts. 
— ^Ay,  truly,  the  rich  drink  out  of  silver  flagons,  and 
goblets  of  silver,  the  poor  out  of  paltry  bowls  of  wood — 
and  even  so  let  it  be,  since  they  both  drink  the  sam» 
element*" 

Here  an  officer  opened  the  door  and  looked  in,  to  whom 
Cromwell,  exchangin^%e  canting  drawl,  in  which  it  seem- 
ed he  might  have  gone  on  interminably,  for  the  short 
brief  tone  of  action,  called  out,  ^'  Pearson,  is  he  come  f " 

"  No,  sir,'^  replied  Pearson  ;  "  we  have  inquired  fof 
him  at  the  place  you  noted,  and  also  at  other  haunts  of 
bis  about  the  town." 

"  The  knave  !"  said  Cromwell,  with  bitter  emphasis  ; 
"  can  he  have  proved  fake  ? — No,  no,  his  interest  is  too 
deeply  engaged.  We  shall  find  him  by  and  by. — Hark 
thee  hither." 

While  this  conversation  was  going  forward,  the  reader 
must  imagine  the  alarm  of  Everard.  He  was  certain  that 
the  personal  attendance  of  Cromwell  must  be  on  some 
most  important  account,  and  he  couid  not  but  strongly  sus- 
pect that  the  General  had  some  information  respecting 
Charles's  lurking-?place.  If.  taken,  a  renewal  of  the  trag- 
edy of  the  30th  of  January  was  instantly  to  be  ^prebend- 
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dd,  and  die  ruin  of  the  whole  family  of  Lee,  widi  himself 
probably  included,  must  be  the  necessary  consequence. 

He  looked  eagerly  for  consolation  at  Wildrake,  whose 
countenance  expressed  much  alarm,  which  he  endeav- 
oured to  bear  out  with  his  usual  look  of  confidence.  But 
the  weight  within  was  too  great ;  he  shuffled  with  his  feet, 
rolled  his  eyes,  and  twisted  his  hands,  like  an  unassured 
witness  before  an  acute  and  not  to  be  deceived  judge. 

Oliver,  meanwhile,  left  his  company  not  a  minute's 
leisure  to  take  counsel  together.  Even  while  his  per- 
plexed eloquence  flowed  on  in  a  stream  so  mazy,  that  no 
one  could  discover  which  way  its  course  was  tending,  his 
sharp  watchful  eye  rendered  all  attempts  of  Everard  to 
hold  communication  with  Wildrake,  even  by  signs,  alto- 
gether vain.  Everard,  indeed,  looked  for  an  instant  at  the 
window,  then  glanced  at  Wildrake,  as  if  to  bint  there 
might  be  a  possibility  to  escape  that  way.  But  the  cav- 
alier had  replied  with  a  disconsolate  shake  of  the  head, 
so  slight  as  to  be  almost  imperceptible.  Everard,  there- 
fore, lost  all  hope,  and  the  melancholy  feeling  of  ap- 
proaching and  inevitable  evil,  was  only  varied  by  anxiety 
concerning  the  shape  and  manner  in  which  it  was  about 
to  make  its  approach. 

But  Wildrake  had  a  spark  of  hope  left.  The  very 
instant  Cromwell  entered,  he  had  got  out  of  the  room, 
and  down  to  the  door  of  the  house.  "  Back — back  !" 
repeated  by  two  armed  sentinels,  convinced  him  that,  as 
his  fears  had  anticipated,  the  General  had  come  neither 
unattended  nor  unprepared.  He  turned  on  his  heel, 
ran  up  stairs,  and  meeting  on  the  landing-place  the  boy 
w4K>m  he  called  Spitfire,  hurried  him  into  the  small  apart- 
ment which  he  occupied  as  his  own.  Wildrake  had  been 
shooting  that  morning,  and  game  lay  on  the  table.  He 
pulled  a  feather  from  a  woodcock's  wing,  and  saying  hast- 
ily, "  For  thy  life,  Spitfire,  mind  my  orders  ! — I  will  put 
thee  safe  out  at  the  window  into  the  court — the  yard 
wall  is  not  high — and  there  will  be  no  sentry  there — Fly 
to  the  Lfodge,  as  thou  wouldst  win  Heaven,  aud  give  this 
feather  to  Mistress  Alice  Lee,  if  possible- ^if  not,  to  Jo- 
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cmSae  3iJUBh     my  I  bftTe  wod  the  wi^er  of  tike  jqwb^ 
lady.     Dost  mark  me,  boy  f " 

The  sbarp-wkted  youth  dapped  his  hand  in  bis  j»as- 
ter's,  and  only  replied,  "  Done,  and  done." 

Wildrake  opened  the  window,  and,  though  the  height 
was  considerable,  he  contrived  to  let  the  boy  down  safely 
by  holding  his  cloak.  A  heap  of  straw  on  which  Spitfire 
lighted,  rendered  the  descent  perfectly  safe,  and  Wildrake 
saw  him  scramble  over  the  wall  of  the  courtly  ard,  at  the 
angle  which  bore  on  a  back  lane  ;  and  so  rapidly  was 
this  accomplished,  that  the  cavalier  had  juat  re-*entered 
the  room,  when,  the  bustle  attending  Cromwell's  arrival 
subsiding,  'his  own  absence  began  to  be  noticed. 

He  remamed  during  Cromwell's  lecture  on  the  vaniQr 
of  creeds,  anxious  in  mind  whether  he  Slight  not  have 
done  better  to  send  an  explicit  verbal  messaget  sioGe 
there  was  no  time  to  write.  But  the  chance  of  Ihe  boy 
being  stopped,  or  becoming  confused  with  feeling  himself 
the  messenger  of  a  hurried  and  important^  comfiMmica* 
tion,  made  him,  on  the  whole,  glad  thathe  had  preferred 
a  more  enigmatical  way  of  conveying  the  intelligence. 
He  had,  therefore,  the  advantage  of  his  patron,  for  be 
was  conscious  still  of  a  spark  of  hope. 

Pearson  had  scarce  shut  the  door,  when  Holdeaottgh, 
as  ready  in  arms  against  the  future  Dictator  as  be  ^d 
been  prompt  to  encounter  the  supposed  phantoms  andv 
fiends  of  Woodstock,  resumed  his  aMck  upon  the 
schismatics,  whom  he  undertook  to  prove  to  be  at  once 
souKslayers,  false  brethren,  and  false  messengers  ;  and 
was  proceeding  to  allege  texts  in  behalf  of  bis  proposi- 
tion, when  Cromwell,  apparently  tired  of  the  discussion, 
and  desirous  to  introduce  a  discourse  more  accordant 
with  his  real  feelings,  interrupted  him,  though  very  civilly, 
and  took  the  discourse  into  his  own  hands. 

'<  Lack-a-day,"  he  said,  "  the  good  man  speaks  truth, 
according  to  his  knowledge  and  to  his  lights— *ay,  bitter 
truths,  and  hard  to  be  digested,  while  we  see  as  men  see, 
and  not  with  the  eyes  of  angels. — False  messengers,  said 
the  reverend  man  ? — ay,  truly,  the  world  is  full  of  such 
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^-•Tou  «h«B  see  them ^nbe  will  emry  g&auriecret  apowigo 
to  the  house  of  your  mortal  fee,  mmI  mil  .sitj4o  him,  Lo  ! 
my  mesier  is  gouig  forth  with  « .small  itraiu,  by  eucb  and 
such  desolate  plaoes^  be  you  apeedy,  therefore,  ithal^^oa 
may  arise  «ad  slay  him.  And  another,  who  bnowelh 
where  the  foe^of  your  house,  and  enemy  of  your  |)ersoii, 
lies  hidden,  shall,  instead  of  telling  hb  master  Jheceo^ 
earry  tidings  to  the  enemy  even  wheire  he  lurketb,  sayifig, 
liO  !  my  master  4£flowetb  of  y(»]r  eecret  abode*-^up,  now, 
end  fly,  lest  become  on  thee  like  a  lion  on  bis  prey. — 
fiat  shall  this  go  witbout  punishment  f "  looking.at  Wild- 
rake  with^a  withering  glauee.  <'  Now,  as  joay  soul  livetb, 
and  us  He  Itvelh  who  hath  made  jne  a  ruler  in  Israel, 
such  frise  imeaseDgers  shall  be  knitted  to  gibbets  on  the 
way-eide,  and  thw  rigbt  hands  shall  be  tnailed  above 
their  beads,  in  an  eadended  position,  as  if  pointiog  joiit 
to  others  the  road  feom  which  tbeiy  themselves  have 
etrayed!'^ 

^Surely,"  said  Master  Holdenough,  ^^.it  is  right  te 
out  off  tsuoh  offenders." 

"  Tbaek  ye,  MassJkibn,"  muttered  Wildrake ;  "  when 
did  the  Presbyterian  fail  to  lend  the . devil  a  shove  ?" 

^'  But,  I  say,"  continued  Holdenough,  ^^  that  the 
matter  is  estranged  from  our  present  purpose,  for  the 
false  brethren  of  whom  1  spoke  are " 

'^  Right,  exeellent  sir,  they  be  those  of  our  own  bouse," 
answered  Cromwell ;  *^  the  good  man  is  rigbt  once  more. 
*<"Ay,  of  whom  can  we  now  say  that  he  is  a  true  broth- 
er, akhough  he  has  lain  in  the  same  womb  with  us  ?-^Alr 
tiiiougb  we  have  struggled  in  the  same  cause,  »eat  at  the 
seme  table,  fought  in  the  same  battle,  wocshipped  at  the 
same  throne,  there  shall  be  no  truth  in  him«-*^Afa,  JMUok^ 
horn  Everard,  Markham  Everard  !" 

He  paused  at  this  ejaculation  4  and  Ei^rasd,  desiroin 
«t  eoce  of  knowing  how  far  he  stood  committed,  replied, 
•^  Your  Excellency  seems  to  bane  something  in  your 
mind  in  which  I  am  concerned.  May  I  reque^  you  will 
speak  it  out,  that  I  may  know  what  I  am  accused  .of  ?" 

"  Ah,  Mark,  Mark,"  replied  the  General,  "  there 
needeth  no  accuser  speak  when  the  still  small  voice  speaks 
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wkhm  us.      Is  tbere  not  moistare  od  thy  brow,  Stark 

£verard  f^-Is  tbere  not  trouble  ia  tbine  eye  ? ^Is  tbere 

not  a  failure  in  tby  frame  f — And  who  ever  saw  sucli 
things  in  noble  and  stout  IVIarkbam  Everard^  whose  brow 
was  only  moist  after  having  worn  the  helmet  for  a  snoi- 
mer's  day^-wbose  band  only  shook  when  it  had  wielded 
for  boors  the  weighty  falchion  i — ^But  go  to,  man  I  thou 
doubtest  over  much.  Hast  tliou  not  been  to  me  as  a 
brother,  and  shall  I  not  ibrgive  thee  even  the  seventy- 
seventh  time  f  The  knave  hath  tarried  somewhere,  whe 
should  bav6  done  by  this  time  an  office  of  much  import. 
Take  advantage  of  his  absence,  Mark  ;  it  is  a  grace  that 
God  gives  thee  beyond  expectance.  I  do  not  say,  fall 
at  my  feet ;   but  speak  to  me  as  a  friend  to  his  friend." 

*^  I  have  never  said  anything  to  your  Excellency  that 
was  in  the  least  undeserving  the  title  you  have  assigned 
to  me,"  said  Colonel  Everard,  proudly* 

"  Nay,  nay,  Markham,"  answered  Cromwell ;  "  I 
say  not  you  have — But — but  you  ought  to  have  remem- 
bered the  message  I  sent  you  by  that  person  (pointing 
to  Wildrake) ;  and  you  must  reconcile  it  with  your  con- 
science, how,  having  such  a  message,  guarded  with  such 
reasons,  you  could  think  yourself  at  liberty  to  expel  my 
friends  from  Woodstock,  being  determined  to  dbappoint 
my  object,  whilst  you  availed  yourself  of  the  boon,  on 
condition  of  which  my, warrant  was  issued." 

Everard  was  about  to  reply,  when,  to  his  astonisbmenl, 
Wildrake  stepped  forward  ;  and  with  a  voice  and  look 
very  diflferent  from  his  ordinary  manner,  and  approaching 
a  good  deal  to  real  dignity  of  mind,  said,  boldly  and 
ealmly,  <<  You  are  mistaken.  Master  Cromwell ;  and 
address  yourself  to  the  wrong  party  here." 

The  speech  was  so  sudden  and  intrepid,  that  Crom- 
well stepped  a  pace  back,  and  motioned  with  his  right 
hand  towards  his  weapon,  as  if  he  had  expected  that  aa 
address  of  a  nature  so  unusually  bold  was  to  be  followed 
hy  some  act  of  violence.  He  instantly  resumed  bis  in- 
different posture  ;  and,  irritated  at  a  smile  which  he 
observed  on  Wildrake's  countenance,  he  said,  with  the 
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dignity  of  one  long  accustomed  to  see  ail  tremble  before 
him,  "  This  to  me,  fellow  !  Know  you  to  whom  you 
speak  ?" 

"  Fellow  !"  echoed  Wildrake,  whose  reckless  hu- 
mour was  now  completely  set  afloat — •'No  fellow  of 
yours,  Master  Oliver.  I  have  known  the  day  when  Roger 
Wildrake  of  5qualtlesea-n>ere,  Lincoln,  a  handsome 
young  gallant,  with  a  good  estate,  would  have  been 
thought  no  fellow  of  the  bankrupt  brewer  of  Huntingdon.'' 

**  Be  silent  !"  said  Everard  ;  *'  be  silent,  Wildrake, 
if  you  love  your  life  !" 

**  I  care  not  a  maravedi  for  my  Kfe,"  said  Wildrake. 
— "  Zounds,  if  he  dislikes  what  I  say,  let  him  take  to 
his  tools  !  I  know,  after  all,  he  hath  good  blood  in  his 
veins  ;  and  I  will  indulge  him  with  a  turn  in  the  court 
yonder,  had  he  been  ten  times  a  brew«r." 

"  Such  ribaldry,  friend,"  said  Oliver,  **  I  treat  with 
the  cotitempt  it  deserves.  But  if  thou  hast  anything  to 
say  touching  the  matter  in  question,  speak  out  like  a  man, 
though  ihou  look'st  more  like  a  beast." 

"  All  I  have  to  sa)  .s,"  replied  Wildrake,  "  that  where- 
as you  blame  Everard  for  acting  on  your  warrant,  as  you 
call  it,  I  can  tell  you,  he  knew  not  a  word  of  the  rascally 
conditions  you  talk  of.  I  took  care  of  that ;  and  you 
may  take  the  vengeance  on  me,  if  you  list." 

"  Slave  !  dare  you  tell  this  to  me  ?"  said  Cromwell,  still 
heedfuHy  restraining  his  passion,  which  he  felt  was  about 
to  discharge  itself  upon  an  unworthy  object. 

"  Ay,  you  will  make  every  Englishman  a  slave,  if  you 
have  your  own  way,"  said  Wildrake  not  a  whit  abashed  ; — 
for  the  awe  which  had  formerly  overcome  him  when  alone 
with  this  remarkable  man,  had  vanished,  now  that  they 
were  engaged  in  an  alte'rcation  before  witnesses.—'"  Btit 
do  your  worst.  Master  Oliver  ;  I  tell  you  beforehand,  the 
bird  has  escaped  you." 

"  You  dare  not  say  so  ! — Escaped  f — So  ho  !  Pear- 
son !  tell  the  soldiers  to  mount  instantly. — Thou  art  a 
lying  fool  ! — Escaped  i* — ^Where,  or  from  whence  ?" 
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^  Aj,  Ami  k  ifa&4Be0li«»,"  mid  Wildrake  ^  ^'  for  look 
you,  8ir--*4hftl  fnen  do  ^o  from  beoce  13  certaiQ-<— but  bow 
they  go,  or  to  what  quarter — — " 

Cromwell  stood  attealive,  egcpecting  some  useful  bint 
from  (he  oa/eless  impetuosity  of  the  cavAlier,  upon  the 
route  which  the  King  might  have  taken. 

M — *<  Or  to  what  quarter,  as  I  said  before,,  why,  your 
ExoeUeocy,  fiCaster  Oliver,  may  e'ea  find  that  out  your- 
self." 

As  he  utter«d  the  last  words  .he  unsheathed  bis  rapier, 
and  made  a  full  pass  at  the  General's  body.  Had  bjs 
jword  met  no  other  impadimeiit  than  the  buff  jeckin, 
CrofliweH's  course  bad  ended  on  the  spot.  But,  ie«rful 
of  a«ch  atlem^^  the  tGaneral  wore  under  his  military 
dress  a  abivt  of  the  finest  mail,  made  of  rings  of  the  best 
steel,  and  so  light  and  flexible  that  it  was  little  or  no  e^o- 
cumbraoce  to  the  motions  of  the  wearer.  It  proved  bis 
safety  on  tUs  ocoamn,  for  the  rapier  sprung  in  shivers  ; 
while  the  owner,  now  held  back  by  Everard  and  Hold- 
enough,  flung  the  bilt  with  passion  on^  the  ground,  ex- 
-elaiming,  ^<  Be  damned  the  .hand  Uiai  forged  tbee  1 — To 
serve  me  so  ioc^,  and  fail  me  when  thy  true  service 
would  have  honoured  us  both  for  ever  !-  But  po  good 
cMMuId  come  of  thee,  since  thou  went  pointed,  even  in 
jest,  at  a  learned  divine  of  th.e  Church  of  EIngland." 

In  the  first  instant  of  alarm,  and  perhaps  suspecting 
Wildrake  might  be  supported  by  oth^s,  Cromwell  half 
drew  from  his  bosom  a  concealed  pistol,  which  he  hastily 
fveturned,  observing  that  both  Everard  and  the  clergyman 
were  withholding  ^  cavalier  from  another  attempt. 

Pearson  and  a  soldier  or  two  ru^ed  in—"  Secure  that 
fellow,"  said  the  (Seneral,  in  the  indiflferent  tone  of  one 
I  to  whom  immkieot  danger  was  too  familiar  to  cause  irrita- 
tion—"Bind  him— but  not. so  hard,  Pearson  ;" — for  the 
men,  to  show  their  zeal,  were  drawing  their  belts,  which 
ihey  used  for  want  of  ^cords,  brutally  tight  round  Wild- 
rake's  limbs.  "  He  would  have  assassinated  me,  but  ] 
would  reserve  him  for  his  fit  doom." 


*<  AB^aaBWftted  !-<*-IaeorB  your  woidf,  ilAMl^<QHf«r»" 
aaid  Wiklrake  ;  '<  I  proffered  you  «  fair  duello." 

*'  Shall  we  dioot  bira  io  the  dtr^eei,  fiur  4U3  e^uiaiple  f " 
■aid  PewaoD  to  Croo^well;  jiH^hile£¥en^.0odi9avoMred 
to.atop  Wildrake  irom  giving  furlbej  4]iffeAoe. 

^  Qd  yom  life,  bami  hioi  aoi  ;  but  let  bka  be  kept 
ID  «a£»  \i9ttfd,  aod  «taU  looked  afier,"  said  QsQinKvell  .| 
while  the  fnaonar  exclaifiied  Io  Everard,  '*  I  piinbee  Ifit 
me  alooe-^  aai  dow  ueitber  thy  folbwer,  nor  any  maa's, 
wad  I  am  as  wiUifig  to  die  m  ever  I  was  to  tirii^e  a  jcup  of 
tiqnor.-^And  bavk  ye,  speaking  of  that,  Master  OlivBr, 
]!^u  wefe>4iiKo  a  jcdly  Xelkvw,  prxtboe  let  one  of  tby  lob* 
sters'bttiie  advMWie  ^yooder  ttaokard  to<iny  lipa,  apd  your 
Excellency  shall  bear  a  toast,  a  song,  siod  A-^-secret." 

*^  Unleoee  his  head,  and  hand  the  debauched  beast  the 
Cmkanl,''  said  OliKrer ;  ^^  while  yet  be  e^sU,  it  were 
■faasaetto  Defuse  ibim  the  veleateniiteilives  in." 

^  (Bhesti^gs  dn  3aiur  Jiead  £»  onoe,"  said  WiUraki9» 
whose  object  in  continuing  this  wild  discourse  Wias»if.po^ 
Bible,ito^n  a  little  d«by,  when  erery  momi^i  wasipre- 
CMH».  ^  Thou  hact  brewied  gotei  ale^  aad  that's  waitaot 
4(ar  La  U««sk^.  tFor  o^  toast  and  j»y  sofi£«iiere  tbaj  9^ 
together*-^    ^ 

Son  of  a  witch, 
.Blt^'iLthou  die  in  a  ditch. 

With  the  butchers  who  back  thy  quarrelf ; 
And  rot  above  ground,  y 

While  the  werM  ihalt  reiimod 

A  welcQiWvto  fiof^  KUqS  CbMte! 

And  now  for  my  secrei,  tbait  you  may  not  spy  I  had  your 
fifuor  ibcdKHhing-^  fancy  my  song  will  scarce  pass  cur- 
rent for  roueb-^My  secret  is,  if  aster  Cromwell-p-^tbftt 
the  bird  is  flown — and  your  red  ji^oae  will  be  as  white  as 
fyjOUTiwindkig'^hee.t  befoSre  you  can  smell  out  which  way." 

"Pshaw,  «aseal,"  answered  Cromwell,  contemptuous^ 
ly,  "  keep  nromr  aaund  jests  Jor  :the  gibbet  foot." 

'"  i  ihalf  lode  «on  ithe  gibbet  more  boldly,"  replied 
Wildrake,  ^  than  I)have  iseea  ^^ou  look  op  the  jcpyal 
Mar^r's  picture." 
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This  reproeeh  (oocImI  CromweU  to  the  werj  quick. — 
*<  Villain  !''  be  exclaimed ;  ^*  drag  hiin  hence,  draw  out 

a  party,  and But  hold,  not  now — to  prison  with  him — 

let  him  be  close  watched,  and  gagged,  if  he  attempts  to 
speak  to  the  sefifCinels^^Nay,  hold — I  mean,  put  a  bettle 
df  brandy  into  his  cell,  and  he  will  gag  himself  in  bis  own 
way,  I  warrant  you— When  day  comes,  that  men  can  see 
the  example,  he  shall  be  gagged  after  my  fashion*" 

During  the  various  breaks  in  his  orders,  the  General 
was  evidently  getting  command  of  his  temper  ;  and 
tbongh  he  began  jn  fury,  be  ended  with  the  contemptuous 
sneer  of  one  who  overlooks  the  abusive  language  of  an 
inferior.  Something  remained  on  his  mmd  notwithstand- 
ing, for  he  continued  stationary,  as  if  fixed  to  the  same 
spot  in  the  apartment,  his  eyes  bent  on  the  ground,  and 
with  dosed  hand  pressed  against  his  lips,  like  a  man  who 
is  musing  deeply.  Pearson,  who  was  about  to  speak  to 
him,  drew  back,  and  made  a  sign  to  tlk>se  m  the  room 
to  be  silent. 

Master  Holdenough  did  not  mark,  or,  at  least,  did  not 
obey  it.  Approaching  the  General,  he  said,  in  a  reqpect- 
M  but  firm  tone,  ^^  Did  1  understand  it  to  be  your  Ex- 
cellency's purpose  that  this  poor  man  shall  die  next 
morning  ?" 

"  Hah  !"  exclaimed  Cromwell,  starting  from  his  rev- 
erie, "  what  say'st  thou  .^" 

<<  I  took  leave  to  ask,  if  it  was  your  wiU  that  this  un- 
happy man  should  die  to«morrow  f " 

'<  Whom  said'st  thou  f*^  demanded  Cromwell  ; 
"  Markham  Everard — shall  he  die,  said'st  thou  ?" 

'<  Grod  forbid  !'*  re];rfied  Holdenough,  stepping  back 
— **  I  asked  whether  this  blinded  creature,  Wildrake,  was 
to  be  so  suddenly  cut  off  ?'* 

"  Ay,  marry  is  he,"  said  Cromwell,  "  were  the  whcrie 
General  Assembly  of  Divines  at  Westminster— the  whole 
Sanhedrim  of  Presbytery — to  offer  bail  for  him." 

<<  If  you  will  not  think  better  of  it,  sir,"  said  Hold- 
enough,  <<  at  least  give  not  the  poor  man  the  means  of 
destroying  his  senses — Let  me  fio  to  him  as  a  divine,  to 
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watch  with  him,  in  case  he  may  yet  be  admitted  into  the 
vineyard  at  the  latest  hour — yet  brought  into  the  sheep- 
fold,  though  he  has  neglected  the  call  of  the  pastor  till 
time  is  well  nigh  closed  upon-him.'* 

"  For  God's  sake,"  said  Everard,  who  had  hitherto 
kept  silence,  because  he  knew  Cromwell's  temper  on  such 
occasions,  "  think  better  of  what  you  do  !" 

"  Is  it  for  thee  to  teach  me  ?**  replied  Cromwell  ; 
"  think  thou  of  thine  own  matters,  and  believe  me  it  will 
require  all  thy  wit.  And  for  you,  reverend  sir,  I  will 
have  no  father-confessors  attend  my  prisoners — no  tales 
out  of  school.  If  the  fellow  thirsts  after  ghostly  comfort, 
as  he  is  much  more  like  to  thirst  after  a  quartern  of 
brandy,  there  is  Corporal  Humgudgeon,  who  commands 
the  corps-de-garde,  will  preach  and  pray  as  well  as  the 
best  of  ye. — But  fhis  delay  is  intolerable — Comes  not 
this  fellow  yet  .^" 

"  No,  ^ir,"  replied  Pearson.  "  Had  we  not  better  go 
down  to  the  Lodge  ?  The  news  of  our  coming  hither 
may  else  get  there  before  us.'*  ^ 

"  True,"  said  Cromwell,  speaking  aside  to  his  officer, 
'^  but  you  know  Tomkins  warned  us  against  doing  so, 
alleging  there  were  so  many  postern-doors,  and  sally- 
ports, and  concealed  entrances  in  the  old  house,  that  it 
was  like  a  rabbit-warren,  and  that  an  escape  might  be 
easily  made  under  our  very  noses,  unless  he  were  with  us, 
to  point  out  all  the  ports  which  should  be  guarded.  He 
hinted,  too,  that  he  might  be  delayed  a  few  minutes  after 
his  time  of  appointment — but  we  have  now  waited  half- 
an-hour." 

"  Does  your  Excellency  think  Tomkins  is  certainly  to 
be  depended  upon  .'^"  said  Pearson. 

"  As  far  as  his  interest  goes,  unquestionably,"  replied 
the  General.  "  He  has  ever  been  the  pump  by  which  I 
have  sucked  the  marrow  out  of  many  a  plot,  in  special 
those  of  the  conceited  fool  Rochecliffe,  who  is  goose 
enough  to  believe  that  such  a  fellow  as  Tonkins  would 
ralue  any  thing  beyond  the  offer  of  the  best  bidder.     And 
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yoi  it  £rpweih  late — ^I  fear  we  iiiust  to  the  Lodge  witoout 
bim — -Y  et,  aJJ  thiags  well  considered,  I  will  tarry  here  till 
midaigbt. — Ah  !  Everard,  thou  mightest  put  this  gear 
to  rights  if  thou  wilt !  Shall  some  foolish  principle  of 
faotafitie  piuMDtilio  have  more  weight  with  thee,  xnay,  than 
hav.e  the  pacificaUoD  and  welfare  of  England  5  the  keep* 
ing  of  faith  to  thy  friend  and  benefactor,  and  who  will 
be  yet  j^aore  so,  and  tbe  fortune  and  security  of  thy  rela- 
tions f  Are  these,  I  say,  lighter  in  the  balance  than  xhe 
cause  of  a  worthless  boy,  who,  with  his  father  and  bis 
faiher's  house,  have  troubled  Israel  for  fifty  years  ?" 

'^  J  do  4aot  understand  your  Excellei>cy,  nor  at  what 
service  you  point,  which  I  can  honestly  render,"  replied 
Everard.  "  That  which  is  dishonest  I  should  be  loath 
that  you  |iroposed." 

'^  Then  this  at  least  might  suit  your  honesty,  or  scru^ 
pulous  humour,  call  it  which  tliou  wilt,"  said  Cromwell. 
**  Tbou  knowest,  surely^  all  the  piassages  about  JezebePs 
palace  down  yonder? — Let  me  know  how  they  may  be 
guarded  against  the  escape  of  any  from  within." 

'^IcaDOOt  pretend  to  aid  you  in  this  matter,"  said 
Everard  ;  '^  I  know  not  all  the  entrances, and  posterns 
about  Woodstock,  and  if  I  did,  I  am  not  free  in  con- 
science to  communicate  with  you  on  this  occasion." 

"  We  shall  do  without  you,  sir,"  jreplied  Cromwell^ 
haughtily  ;  <'  and  if  aught  is  found  which  may  criminate 
yo^i,  remember  yoq  have  lost  right  to  my  protection." 

"  I  shall  be  sorry,"  said  Everard,  "  to  have  lost  your 
friendship,  General  ;  but  I  trust  my  quality  as  an  Eng- 
lishman may  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  protectioc 
from  any  man.  I  ko^m  no  law  which  obliges  me  to  br 
spy  or  informer,  even  if  I  were  in  the  way  of  havine 
Of^Kutumiy  to  do  service  in  either  honourable  capacity.^ 

"  Well,  sir,"  said  Cromwell,  "  for  all  your  privileges 
and  qualities,  I  will  make  bold  to  take  you  down  to  the 
Lodge  at  Woodstock  to-night,  to  inquire  into  affairs  in 
which  the  State  is  concerned. — Come  hither,  Pearson." 
He  took  a  paper  from  his  pocket,  containing  a  rough 
Kketch  or  ground-plan  of  Woodstock  Lodge,  with  the 
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WTMiiies  leidiB^  t»  it« — ^  Loek  bere,^  he  said,  '<  w« 
must  move  id  two  bodies  on  foot,  and  with  all  possHife 
0ileBce — 4boQ  ^ust  mapch  to  the  rear  of  the  old  house 
of  iniquity  witb  twenty  file  of  men,  end  dispose  them 
ftronnd^t  the  wisest  .thou  canst.  Take  the  i-everend  man 
there  «long  with  you.  He  must  be  secured  at  any  rate, 
ftnd  may  serve  as  a  guide.  I  myself  *wril  occupy 
the  front  of  the  Lodge,  and  thus  having  stopt  all  the 
eartbs,  thou  wilt  come  to  me  for  farther  orders— silence 
and  despatch  is  all. — But  for  the  dog  Tomkins,  who 
broke  appointment  with  me,  he  had  need  render  a  good 
excuse,  or  woe  to  his  father^s  son  ! — Reverend  sir,  be 
pleased  to  accompany  that  officer. — Co^bnel  Everard, 
you  are  to  follow  me  ;  but  first  give  your  sword  to  Cap- 
tain Pearson,  and  consider  yourself  as  under  arrest,** 

Everard  gave  his. sword  to  Pearson  without  any  com- 
ment, and  with  the  most  anxious  presage  of  evil  followetl 
tbe  Republican  General,  in  obedieDce  to  commands 
which  it  would  have  been  useless  to  dispute. 


CHAPTER  Xni. 

**  Were  mj  sob  WilKam  liere  l>iit  now, 

He  wadna  foil  tbe  pledge/' 
Wi'  that  in  at  the  door  there  xan 

Agfaastly-looking  page, 
"  I  saw  them,  master,  O !  1  saw 

Beneath  the  thomie  brae, 
Of  black-Biaird  wmriers  many  a  rank, 

Bevengei''  heciied,  ''aadgaer'— 


The  little  party  at  the  Lodge  were  assembled  at  sup 
per,  at  the  early  hour  of  eight  o'clock.     Sir  Henry  Lee, 
n.e|;lecting  Jbe  food  that  was  placed  on  the  table,  stood 
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by  1  lamp  on  the  chimAey-piece,  and  rei4  «  letter  woA 
mourDfuI  attentioD. 

''  Does  my  son  write  to  you  more  partioulafly  than 
to  me,  Doctor  Rocbeclifie  f "  said  the  KDight.  '*  He 
only  says  here,  that  he  will  return  probably  this  night ; 
and  that  Master  Kerneguy  must  be  ready  to  set  off  with 
him  instantly.  What  can  this  haste  mean  f  Have  you 
heard  of  any  new  search  after  our  suffering  party  ?  I 
wish  they  would  permit  me  to  enjoy  my  son's  company 
in  quiet  but  for  a  day." 

"  The  quiet  which  depends  on  the  wicked  ceasing  from 
troubling,"  said  Dr.  Rochecliffe,  is  connected,  not  by 
days  and  hours,  but  by  minutes.  Their  glut  of  blood  at 
Worcester  had  satiated  them  for  a  moment,  but  their  ap- 
petite, I  fancy,  has  revived." 

"  You  have  news  then  to  that  purpose  .'*"  said  Sir 
Henry. 

"  Your  son,"  replied-  the  doctor,  "  wrote  to  me  by 
the  same  messenger  :  he  seldom  fails  to  do  so,  being, 
aware  of  what  importance  it  is  that  I  should  know  every 
thing  that  passes.  Means  of  escape  are  provided  on  the 
coast,  and  Master  Kerneguy  must  be  ready  to  start  with 
your  son  the  instant  he  appears." 

"  It  is  strange,"  said  the  Knight ;  "  for  forty  years  1 
have  dwelt  in  this  house,  roan  and  boy,  and  the,  point  only 
was  how  to  make  .the  day  pass  over  our  heads  ;  for  if  I 
did  not  scheme  out  some  hunting  match  or  hawking,  or 
the  like,  I  might  have  sat  here  on  my  arm-chair,  as  un- 
disturbed as  a  sleeping  dormouse,  from  one  end  of  the 
year  to  the  other ;  and  now  I  am  more  like  a  hare  on  her 
form,  that  dare  not  sleep  unless  with  her  eyes  open,  and 
scuds  off  when  the  wind  rustles  among  the  fern." 

'*  It  is  strange,"  said  Alice,  looking  at  Doctor  Roche- 
cliflfe,  <<  that  the  roundhead  steward  has  told  you  nothing 
of  this.  He  is  usually  communicative  enough  of  the 
motions  of  his  party  ;  and  I  saw  you  close  together  this 
morning." 

"  I  must  be  closer  with  him  this  evening,^'  said  the 
doctor  gloomily  ;  "  but  he  will  not  blab." 
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"  I  wish  you  may  not  trust  him  too  mntW*  said  Alice 
in  reply. — "  To  me,  that  man's  fece,  with  all  its  shrewd* 
ness,  evinces  such  a  dark  expression,  that  methinks  I  read 
ti-eason  in  his  very  eye." 

"  Be  assured,  that  matter  is  looked  to,"  answejred  the 
doctor,  in  the  same  ominous  tone  as  before.  No  one  re- 
plied, and  there  was  a  chilling  and  aoxious  feeling  of  ap« 
prehension  which  seemed  to  sink  down  qn  the  company 
at  once,  like  those  sensations  which  make  such  constitu* 
tions  as  are  particularly  subject  to  the  electrical  influepcei 
conscious  of  an  approaching  thunder-storm. 

T%e  disguised  Monarch,  apprised  that  day  to  be  pre- 
pared on  short  notice  to  quit  his  temporary  asylum,  felt 
his  own  share  of  the  gloom  which  involved  the  little  so- 
ciety. But  he  was  the  first  also  to  shake  it  off,  as  what 
neither  suited  bis  character  nor  his  situation.  Gaiety 
was  the  leading  distinction  of  the  former,  and  presence  of 
mind,  not  depression  of  spirits,  was  required  by  the  latter. 

"  We  make  the  hour  heavier,"  he  said,  "  by.  being 
melancholy  about  it.  Had  you  not  better  join  me,  Mis* 
tress  Alice,  in  Patrick  Carey's  jovial  farewell  ? — ^Ab, 
you  do  not  know  Pat  Carey^ — a  youngi^r  brother  of  Lord 
Falkland's  f'*^ 

*'  A  brother  of  the  immortal  Lord  FaU^Jand's,  and  write 
flongs  !"  said  the  doctor. 

**  Oh,  doctor,  the  Muses  take  tithe  as  well  as  t|>e 
Church,"  said  Charles,  ^^  and  have  their  share  in  evei^y 
family  of  distinction.  You  do  not  know  thje  words. 
Mistress  Alice,  but  you  can  aid  me,  notwitb^tgqdangi  ip 
the  burden,  at  least—* 

Come  now,  that  we're  parting,  and  'tit  one  to  ten, 
If  the  towers  of  sweet  Woodstock  I  e'er  see  agen, 
Let  us  e'en  have  a  frolic,  and  drink  like  tall  men, 

While  the  goblet  goes  merrily  roond/'7 

The  song  arose,  but  not  with  spirit.  It  was  one  of 
those  eflbrts  at  forced  mirth,  by  which,  above  all  other 
modes  of  expressing  it,  the  absence  of  real  cheerfulness 
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i§  taost  ifetiiMitIf  hitiiMalttdl    €badfi&  9topt  the  vong  and 
upferaidetl  tbef  dksfrisleri. 

•*  Too  sihg,  my  dear  Mi^res»  Alice,  as  if  you  were 
chanting  one  of  the  seven  penetenlial  psakns ;  and  you^ 
good  doctor,  as  if  you  recited  the  fan^al  service." 

The  doctor  rose  hastily  from  the  table,  a»d  turned  to 
the  window  ;  for  the  expression  connected  singularly 
with  the  ta^k.  which  he  was  that  evening  to  discharge* 
Charles  looked  at  him  with  some  surprise ;  for  the  peril 
in  which  he  Hved,  made  him  watchful  of  the  slightest 
motions  of  those  around  him— then  turned  to  Sir  Henry, 
and  said,  **  My  honoured  host,  can  you  tell  any  reason 
fbr  this  moody  fit,  which  has  so  strangely  crept  upon  us 
alf?" 

**  Not  I,  my-  dettr  Louis,"  replied  ihe  Knight  ;  "  I 
have  no  skHI  in  these  nice  quillets  of  philosophy »  I  could 
as  Soon  undertake  to  tell  you  the  reasofi  why  BevU  turns 
round  three  times  before  he  lies  doii^».  I  can  only  say 
for  myselT,  that  if  age  and  sorrow  aad  uneertaitity  be 
enough  to  break  a  jovial  spirit,  or  at  least  to  bend  it  now 
and  then,  F  have  my  share  of  them  all  ;  so  t^  ly  for 
one,  canno^t  ^ay  that  I  am  sad  merely  because  1  am  not 
merry.  I  have  but  too  good  cause  for  sadness*  I  wmitd 
f  saw  my  son,  w^re  k  but  Beh-  a  minute." 

Fortune  seemed  for  once  disposed  to  gratify  the  old 
man  ^  for  Albert  Lee  entered  at  that  moment*  He  was 
dressed  in  a  ridhig  suit,  and  appeared  to  have  travelled 
hard.  He  cast  bis  eye  hastily  around  as  he  entered.  It 
i^esled  for  a  second  on  that  of  the  disguised  Prince,  and, 
satisfied  with  the  glance  which  be  received  in  Ueu^  ke 
hastened,  after  the  fashion  of  the  olden  day,  to  kneel 
down  to  his  father,  and  req^uest  his  bkrssiftg. 

"  It  is  thine,  my  boy,"*  said  the  old  man  ;  a  tear 
springing  to  his  eyes  as  he  laid  his  hand  on  the  long  locks, 
which  distinguished  the  young  cavalier's  rank  and  prin- 
ciples, and  which,  usually  combed  and  curled  with  seoie 
cafe, now  hung  wild  and  dishevelled  about  his  shoulders 
They  remained  an  instant  in  this  posture,  when  the  old 
man  suddenly  started  from  it,  as  if  ashamed  of  the  emo 


aoiv  which  he  bl^  exfuretSsed  h%kkH  «o  inmy  watisuas^t 
and  passing  the  back  of  his  hand  hastily  acj*osa  bis  eyea^ 
bid  Albert  ^  u^  and  f^ind  bis  supper,  ^^  since  I  dare 
say  you  have  ridden  fa3t  and  far  since  y(m  last  baited-^ 
and  we'll  send  round  a  eup  to  bis  healtbi  il  Doctor  iioclie- 
clifie  aad  (be  good!  company  pleaSfes.^^oceltBie,  ibou 
knave,  skink  about — thou  look'st  as  if  thou  bad'st  seen 
a  gbosu" 

<<  Joeeliaey"  said  Aliee^t  '^  is  sick  ibr  ay  mpathy*— o»e  of 
the  stags  raB  aJi  Pbo^b^  Mayflower  to^ay^  aod  sfae  was 
fain  to  have  Joeeline's  aaststance  to  drive  tke  creature  off 
—the  girl  baa  been  iiv  fits-  si»c#  she  came  bocneJ'  . 

''  Silly  slutV  a»id  tbe  old  Kn'^ti — ^'  She  a  woodnaan's 
daughter  t — But,  JbceliBt^  if  the  deer  gielis  dangerous, 
you  must  send  a  broad  arrow  tbfottgh  him." 

"  It  will  not  need,.  Sir  Henry,"  said  Joceline,  speaking 
with  great  difficulty  of  wtteratwe — ^*  he  is  qniel  enougb 
Aow— he  will  not  oSend  ib  tbat  sort  a^n«" 

"  See  it  be  so,"  ffepliedi  the  Kei^t  5  "  remember 
Mibtress  Alice  often  walks  m  the  Cbe^e.^rADd  bow  fiJH 
round,  and  611,  too,  a  cap  to  thyaelf  to  o^erniod  tby  feav^ 
as  mad  Will  has  it* — ^Tvish ,  fnan^Pboebe  wiUdb  well  enougb 
'^-^abe  only  screamed  and  ran,,  that  thoa  lai^t'st  have  the 
pleasui^  to  help  her. — IViind  what  thou  doit^aadi  dp  not 
go  spilling  the  wine  aiier  that  fasbioa. — Come,  h^e  is  a 
health  to  ope  wanderer,  who  has  came  to  us  again.f 

"  None  will  pledge  it  more  willingly  than  I,"  said  tbe 
disguised  Prioce,.  uoeonsciously  assuming  an  importance 
which  the  character  he  personated  scarce  warranted ;  but 
Sir  Henry,  who  bdd  become  fond  of  the  supposed  page, 
with  all  bis  peculiarities^  imposed  only  a  moderfiterebwke 
upon  bis  petiUance.  ''  Tbou  art  a  merry,  ^eod-bumour- 
^  youth,  Louis,"  be  said ;  '*•  b^tit  is  a  world  to  see  bo^ 
tbe  forwardness  of  tbe  present  generation  hatb  gpne  be- 
yond the  gravity  and  reverence  which  in  my  y©uth  wa^ 
so  r»^*larly  observed  towards  those  of  bigber  lan^  ana 
station— I  dared  no  more  have  given,  my  own  tongue  tbf 
rein,  when  there  was  a  doctor  of  divinity  in  company 
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tbtto  1  woatd  have  d«r«d  to  hav^  tpoken  in  oboreh  h 
service-^time." 

<«  True,  sir,"  said  Albert,  bastiljr  interfering  ;  *^  but 
Master  Kerneguy  bad  the  better  rigbt  to  speak  at  present, 
tbat  I  ba?e  been  on  bis  business  as  well  as  my  own,  bave 
seen  several  of  bis  friends,  and  bring  bim  iniportant 
intelligence." 

Charles  was  about  to  rise  and  beckon  Albert  aside, 
naturalty  impatient  to  know  what  news  be  had  procured, 
or  what  scheme  of  safe  escape  was  now  decreed  for  htm. 
But  Doctor  Rocbecliflfe  twitcbed  his  cloak,  as  a  hint  to 
bim  to  sit  still,  and  not  show  any  es:a*aordinary  motive  for 
anxiety,  since,  in  case  of  a  sudden  discovery  of  his  real 
quality,  the  violence  of  Sir  Henry  Lee's  feelings  might 
have  been  likely  to  attract  too  much  attention. 

Charles,  therefore,  only  replied,  as  to  the  Knight's 
AtricCore,  that  be  bad  a  particular  title  to  be  sudden  and 
unceremonious  in  expressing  his  thanks  to  Colonel  Lee 
—tbat  gratitude  was  apt  to  be  unmannerly — finally,  tliat 
be  was  much  obliged  to  Sir  Henry  for  his  admonition  ; 
and  tbat  quit  Woodstock  when  he  would,  "  he  was  sure 
to  leave  it  a  better  man  thdn  be  came  there.^' 

His  speech  was  of  course  ostensibly  directed  towards 
the  father  ;  but  a  glance  at  Alice  assured  her,  tbat  she 
had  her  full  share  in  the  compliment. 

" I  fear,"  beeondtided,  addressing  Albert,  "that you 
come  to  ten  us  our  stay  here  must  be  very  short." 

"A  few  hours,  only,"  said  Albert — "just  enough  for 
needful  rest  for  ourselves  and  our  horses.  I  have  pro- 
cured two  which  are  jgood  and  tried.  But  Doctor  Roche- 
cHflfe  broke  faith  with  me.  I  expected  to  have  met  som^ 
one  down  at  Joceline'a  htttj  where  I  left  tbe  horses ;  aod 
finding  no  person,  I  was  delayed  an  hour  in  littering  tbem 
down  myself,  that  they  might  be  ready  for  to-morrow'i 
work — for  we  must  be  oflT  before  day." 

«<  I— ^I^ntended  to  have  sentToinkins — ^but— -but — • 
hesitated  the  doctor,  ♦*  I ^" 
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**  The  foiindheaJecf  ra?cal  was  drtin%  of  otit  6f  the 
WBy^  I  presume,"  said  Albert.  "  I  am  glad  of  ft — you 
may  easily  trust  him  too  far.'* 

"  Hitherto  he  has  been  faithful,'^  said'  the  doctor, 
"  and  I  scarce  think  he  wilf  fail  me  now.  But  Joceline 
will  go  down  and  have  the  horses  in  reacfih'ess'  in  the 
morning." 

Joceline's  countenance  was  usuialijr  that  of  alacrity 
itself  in  a  case  extraordinary.  Now,  however,  he  seeni- 
ed  to  hesitate. 

"  You  wilf  go  witti  me  a  little  way,  doctor?"  he  said, 
as  he  edged  himself  closely  to  Rocheclifife. 

"  How?  puppy,  fool,  and  blockhead,"  said  the  Knight, 
**  wouldst  thou  ask  Docfor  RocheclijBTe  to  bear  thee  com- 
pany at  this  hour  ? — Out,  hound  ! — get  down  to  the 
kennel  yonder  instantly,  or  I  will  break  the  knav6's  jiate 
of  thee." 

Joceline  tooked  witfi  ah  eye  ot  agony  at  ifre  divin'e',  as 
if  intreating  him  to  interfere  in  Ins  behalf  5  but  just  as  he 
was  about  to  speak,  a  most  melancholy  howling  ar6se  A 
the  hall-door,  and  a  dbg  was  lieard  scratching  fok-  admit- 
tance. 

«  What  ails  Bevis  next  f'  said  the  old  Kiiight.  *  «  I 
think  this  must  be  AlI-Fools-day,  and  that  every  thing 
around  me  is  going  mad  f" 

The  same  sound  startled  Albert  and  Charles  from  d 
private  conference  in  which  tfeey  had  engaged,  and  At- 
bert  ran  to  the  hall-door  to  examine  personaUy  into  the 
cause  of  the  noise. 

"  It  is  no  alarm,"  said  tWofd  KriigKt'  <o  K^rnii^uy, 
"  for  in  such  cases  the  dog*s  bark  is  short,  sharp,  arid 
Airious.  These  long  howls  are  said  to  be  ominous.  It 
was  even  so  that  Bevis's  grandsire  feayedthe  whole  five- 
long  night  on  'vhich  my  poor  father  died.  IT  it  cokVi'^s 
now  as  a  presage,  God  send  it  regard'  the  old  and  useless 
not  the  young,  and  those  who  ma/  yet'  serV^  Kin^  ancj 
country  !" 

17      VOL.   u. 
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The  dog  had  pushed  past  Cobael  Lee,  who  stood  a 
ittle  while  at  the  hall-door  to  listen  if  there  were  anything 
stirring  without,  while  Bevis  advanced  into  the  rooth 
where  the  conapauy  were  assembled,  bearing  something 
in  his  mouth,  and  exhibiting,  in  an  unusual  degree,  that 
sense  of  duty  and  interest  which  a  dog  seems  to  show 
when  he  thinks  he  has  the  charge  of  something  impor- 
tant. He  entered,  therefore,  drooping  his  long  tail, 
slouching  his  head  and  ears,  and  walking  with  the«  stately 
yet  melancholy  dignity  of  a  war-horse  at  his  master's 
funeral.  In  this  manner  he  paced  through  the  room,- 
went  straight  up  to  Joceline,  who  had  been  regarding  him 
with  astonishment,  and  uttering  a  short  and  melancholy 
howl,  laid  at  his  feet  the  object  which  he  bore  in  his 
mouth.  Joceline  stooped,  and  took  from  the  floor  a  man's 
glove,  of  the  fashion  worn  by  the  troopers,  having  some- 
thing like  the  old-fashioned  gauntlet  projections  of  thick 
leather  arising  from  the  wrist,  which  go  half-way  up  to 
the  elbow,  and  secure  the  arm  against  a  cut  with  a  sword. 
But  Jocehoe  had  no  sooner  looked  at  what  in  itself  was 
so  common  an  object,  than  he  dropped  it  from  his  hand, 
staggered  backward,  uttered  a  groan,  and  nearly  fell  to 
the  ground. 

"  Now,  the  coward's  curse  be  upon  thee  for  an  idiot !" 
said  the  Knight,  who  had  picked  up  the  glove,  and  was 
looking  at  it — "  thou  should'st  be  sent  back  to  school, 
and  flogged  till  the  craven^  blood  was  switched  out  of 
thee — ^What  dost  thou  look  at  but  a  glove,  thou  base  pol- 
troon, and  a  very  dirty  glove  too  ? — Stay,  here  is  writing 
— Joseph  Tomkins?"— why,  that  is  the  roundheaded  fel- 
low— ^I  wish  he  hath  not  come  to  some  mischief — for 
this  is  not  dirt  on  the  cheveron,  but  blood — Bevis  may 
have  bit  the  fellow,  and  yet  the  dog  seemed  to  love  him 
well  too — or  the  stag  may  have  hurt  him — Out,  Joceline, 
instantly,  and  see  where  be  is — wind  your  bugle." 

"  I  cannot  go,"  sgid  Jolifie,  "  unless" — and  again  he 
looked  piteously  at  Doctor  Rocheclifie,  who  saw  no  time 
was  to  be  lost  in  appeasing  the  ranger's  terrors,  as  his 
ministry  was  most  needful  in  the  present  circumstances 
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•  • 

_<<  Get  spade  and  mattock,"  he  whispered  to  him,  <*  |^ 
a  dark  laatero,  and  meet  me  in  the  wilderness." 

Joceline  left  the  room  ;  and  the  doctor,  before  follow- 
ing him,  had  a~  few  words  of  explanation  with  Colonel 
Lee.  His  own  spirit,  far  from  being  dismayed  on  the 
occasion,  rattier  rose  higher,  like  one  whose  natural  ele- 
ment was  intrigue  and  danger — ''  Here  hath  been  wild 
work,"  he  said,  "  since  you  parted.  Tomkins  was  rude 
to  the  wench  Phcebe — Joceline  and  he  had  a  brawl  to- 
gether, and  Tomkins  is  lying  dead  in  the  thicket,  not  far 
from  Rosamond's  Well.  It  will  be  necessary  that  Joce- 
line and  I  go  directly  to  bury  the  body  ;  for  besides  that 
some  one  might  stumble  upon  it,  and  raise  an  alarm,  this 
fellow  Joceline  will  never  be  fit  for  any  active  purpose 
till  it  is  under  ground.  Though  as  stout  as  a  lion,  the 
under-keeper  has  his  own  weak  side,  and  is  more  afraid 
of  a  dead  body  than  a  living  one.  When  do  you  propose 
to  start  to-morrow  .^" 

"  By  daybreak,  or  earlier,"  said  Colonel  Lee  ;  "  but 
we  will  meet  again — A  vessel  is  provided,  and  I  have 
relays  in  more  places  than  one — we  go  off  from  the  coast 
of  Sussex  ;  and  I  am  to  get  a  letter  at  ,  acquainting 

me  precisely  with  the  spot." 

"  Wherefore  not  go  off  instantly  ?"  inquired  the  doctor. 

"  The  horses  would  fail  us,"  replied  Albert — "  They 
have  been  hard  ridden  to-day." 

"  Adieu,""  said  Rochecliffe,  "  I  must  to  my  task — 
Do  you  take,  rest  and  repose  for  yours. — To  conceal  a 
slaughtered  body,  and  convey  on  the  same  nighjt  a  king 
from  danger  and  captivity,  are  two  feats  which  have  fallen 
to  few  folks  save  myself,  but  let  me  not,  while  putting  on 
my  harness,  boast  myself  as  if  I  were  taking  it  off  after  a 
victory."  So  saying,  he  left  the  apartment,  and  muffling 
nimself  in  his  cloak,  went  out  into  what  is  called  the 
Wilderness. 

The  weather  was  a  raw  frost.  The  mist  lay  in  partial 
wreaths  upon  the  flower  grounds;  but  the  night,  con- 
sidering that  the  heavenly  bodies  were  in  a  great  measure 
hidden  by  the  base,  was  not  extremely  dark.      Doctor 
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HfchedBfe  ctttilcf  fibt,  hdwetef,  <!ffsi?hg^(ifsh  ffid  dfnder- 
keeper,  vtttSt  Hef  had  hentfned  once  oi'  tw}ce,i^h6ri  Joc^- 
Tltiet  rfnst^er^d  the  ^ignatf  by  sbbtving  a'  glimps6  of  light 
frttitt  the  dafk  lantern  which  he  cari'ied.  Guided  by  fhis 
7f](tinttitioil  of  his  presence,  the  divitte  found  hirti  leaning 
against  at  buttress  #hicb  bad  otice  supported  a  terrace, 
no^<r  rtririoutf.  He  hiad  a  pJdk-axe  iud  shovel,  together 
^th  at  deer's  hide  hanging  ovct  hist  shoulder. 

*•  Whiit  db  yotf  want  wfth  the  hide,  Jocelitae,'*  said  Dr". 
RocbecHffe,  **  that  you  lorabelr  it  about  ^ifh  you  on  such 
an  er^rand  ?*^ 

**  Why,  look  yt)ii,  dbctdr,'*  he  answered,  «*  it  is  as  well 
to  tell  you  all  about  it.  The  man  and  I — he  there — you 
know  Whonr  I  mean^-^had  rtiany  years  sittfce  a  quarrel 
about  this  cfeer.  For  though  we  were  great  friends,  and 
Philip  was  Sometimes  allowed  by  my  mdstei*'s  permission 
to  help  me  in  mine  office,  yet  t  knevV  for  all  that,  PhiUp 
Hazeldine  was  sometimes  a  trespasser.  The*  deet-steai- 
ets  were  very  bold  at  that  time,  it  being  ju^t  before  the 
bl^eaking  out  of  the  War,  when  men  Were  becoming  uti- 
settlerf— And  sd  it  chariced,  thttt  one  rfay,  in  the  Chase, 
tfbcmd  Mt>  feltows.  With  theii*  fates  blacked,  and  slilrtSi 
over  their  clothes,  carrying  as  ^Wme  a  bUdk  between  diem 
^  any  was'  in  iJrei  part.  I  was  upon*  them  in  the  instant 
-«-one  escaped,  but  I  got  hold  of  the  other  fellow,  and 
who  should  it  prove  to  be  liut  trusty  Phi!  Hazeldine ! 
Weir,  I  dbn*1?  ktfoW  wBethm'  it  wa^  right  or  wrong,  but 
he  was  my  oM  friend  ftod  pot-cortipanion,  and  I  too^ 
hisr  word-  for  atMendrnent  in  ftitute  ;  and  he  helped  me 
ley  hamg  up  the  deer  on  i  tree,  and  I  canie  back  with  a 
BorsC  to'  eiai'ty  Hirb  to  the  Lod^ge^,  and  tell  the  ^[night  the 
Ulcfiy,  a»  buePhiPs  name.  But  the  rogues  had  been  tod 
«tevW  fcf  itte;  for  they  hafd  flayed  mid  dressed  the  deer, 
tttd  quartered  him,  and  catrrierf  him*  otf,  dntf  left  the  liidle 
and  horns,  with  a  chime,  saying 

The  farM*4viiie, 

the  hide  and  ihe  boras  lor  the  k«flfcr<^  «•!«' 
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^a4  M^  I  iffidw  for  one  o(  Phil's  mad  pnmks,  tb«t  he 
)voMld  pl^y  ip  lbo3e  days  with  any  lad  b  the  country. 
Bui  I  .wa3  ^Q  fieitl^d>  Ahat  I  ^ade  ibe  diner's  bide  be 
curried  and  dressed  by  a  tanner,  and  swore  that  it  should 
be  bis  wi|2diqgr;»beet  or  mine  ;  ao^  tbOHgb  IMd  Jpug  re- 
puted oky  ra$b  oath,  yet  dpw,  doctor^  yo^  si&e  what  il 
has  eoroe  to-r-thougb  J  forgot  it,  the  devil  did  np^*" 

"  Jt  was  a  very  wrong  thing  to  n^ake  a  voht  po  ^ipfid,'* 
9^id  ftocbecliff(?  j  "  biH  it  wpuld  have  h^j?  greatly  wiiar^ 
had  you  endeavoured  to  keep  it.  Tbei^tefiprei  J  bid  y^ 
cheer  np,"  «aid  the  good  divme  ;  '*  ipr  in  this  Mp^py 
ease,  I  pould  npt  tove  wished,  aifitejr  wb^^  I  hay^  h^Mx4 
j>om  Phoebe  and  yourseif,  th^  yoM  fSihanld  b^ive  l^ejm 
youf  hand  ^IV,  though  I  may  regret  ^ait  the  blow  haif 
proved  iatal.  Nevertheless,  rtM>u  ba^  dpne  even  tbf^ 
which  was  done  by  the  great  and  jn^^d  l^islator^  wbeq 
he  beheld  an  Egyptian  tyranniw^g  ov^r  a  tiehr^w,  .savr 
ing  that,  in  the  case  present,  }i  }ff£^  a  fewdfs,  wb^f  Wfl 
the  Septuagmt,  Pp-cussum  I^ypfium  ub^c<in4it  $a^%do  ; 
d;^  fneanipg  wberepf  I  wiU  ^;Huain  to  you  another  tm^ 
\$fh^^£^e,  I  es^hort  ypu,  not  to.  grieve  beyond  me^^ure ; 
fJMj  altbougb  this  cijrciwstance  i;s  unhappy  pi  time  an4 
place,  yet,  Trom  what  Phoebe  batb  ipfprmed  me  of  yonder 
yfre^pb^s  opbionsy  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  his 
{iir^ins  had  not  beep  beaten  put  in  bis  cradle,  ratbei  thm 
that  he  had  grpwn  up  to  h^  one  pf  those  Grindletonaan;i| 
9r  jllnggletonians,  in  whpr^  i$  tb^  p^feptiop  of  every  fou) 
and  biaspbemous  heresy,  united  wit;b  ^^h  a  upiversaji 
practice  of  hypocritical  asseiUatipn,  as  would  d^eive 
5>eir  master,  even  gaitap  hw^lf." 

"  Nevertheless^  w/'  s^id  4he  fpr^jsitw,  "  I  \^P9  ym 
wriU  bestow  somj^  pf  the  J^mfi^  of  >be  church  on  thiii 
poor  miin,  jqus  it  waft  hU  la^t  yri^^  p^ming  you,  sir,  at  th^ 
^^m/^  time  f  and  unJess  ;bl»  w^^  done,  I  should  scar^ 
i^T^  to  walk  out  in  the  dark  again,  for  my  whole  life*" 

"  Thou  art  a  silly  fellow — but  if,"  continued  the  doQ» 
tor,  "  he  pam^d  j^  ^  hi  d^pf*^!  ft«d  desired  the  last 
rM§9  of  the  church,  ^^^  W:^h  '#  mj  b^>  ^  Wrp^ng  SxQf» 
X7^    yWff  Mr 
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evil  and  a  seeking  to  good  even  in  bis  hst  moments'; 
and  if  Heaven  granted  him  grace  to  form  a  prayer  so 
fitting,  wherefore  should  man  refuse  it  ?  All  I  fear  is  the 
briefness  of  time." 

**  Nay  your  reverence  may  cut  the  service  somewhat 
short,**  said  Jocelrae  ;  "  assuredly  he  does  not  deserve 
the  whole  of  it ;  only  if  something  were  not  to  be  done, 
1  believe  I  should  flee  the  country.  They  were  his  last 
words  ;  and  methinks  he  sent  Be  vis  with  his  glove  to  put 
me  in  mind  of  them."  « 

"  Out,  fool ! — Do  you  think,"  said  the  doctor,  "  dead 
men  send  gauntlets  to  the  living  like  knights  in  a  romance ; 
or,  if  so,  would  they  choose  dogs  to  carry  their  chal- 
lenges ?  I  tell  thee,  fool,  the  cause  was  natural  enough. 
Bevis,  questing  about,  found  the  body,  and  brought  the 
glove  to  you  to  intimate  where  it  was  lying,  and  to  re- 
quire assistance ;  for  such  is  the  high  instinct  of  these 
animals  towards  one  in  peril." 

"  Nay,  if  you  think  so,  doctor,"  said  Joceline — "  and, 
doubtless,  I  must  say,  Bevis  took  an  interest  in  the  man 
•—if  indeed  it  was  not  something  worse  in  the  shape  of 
Bevis,  for  methought  his  eyes  looked  wild  and  fiery,  as 
if  he  would  have  spoken." 

As  he  talked  thus,  Joceline  ratfier  hung  back,  and  in 
doing  so,  displeased  the  doctor,  who  exclaimed,  *^  Come 
along,  thou  lazy  laggard. — Art  thou  a  soldier,  and  a 
brave  one,  and  so  much  afraid  of  a  dead  man  ?— Thou 
hast  killed  men  in  battle,  and  in  chase,  1  warrant  thee.'' 

"  Ay,  but  their  backs  were  to  me,"  said  Joceline.  "  I 
never  saw  one  of  them  cast  back  his  head,  and  glare  at 
me  as  yonder  fellow  did,  his  eye  retaining  a  glance  of 
hatred,  mixed  with  terror  and  reproach,  till  it  became 
fixed  like  a  jelly.  And  were  you  not  with  me,  and  my 
master's  concerns,  and  something  else,  very  deeply  at 
jtake,  I  promise  you  I  would  not  again  look  at  him  for  all 
Woodstock." 

"  You  must,  though,"  said  the  doctor,  suddenly  paus- 
i^gj— "  for  here  is  Ae  place  where  he  lies !  Come  hitfier 
deep  into  the  copse — take  care  of  stumbling — Here  is  t 
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place  just  fitting,  and  we  will  draw  the  briars  over  the 
grave  afterwards*" 

As  the  doctor  thus  issued  his  directions,  he  assisted 
also  in  the  execution  of  them,  and  while  bis  attendant 
laboured  to  dig  a  shallow  and  misshapen  grave,  a  task 
which  the  state  of  the  soil,  perplexed  with  roots,  and 
hardened  by  the  influence  of  the  frosty  rendered  very  dif- 
Bcult,  the  divine  read  a  few  passages  out  of  the  funeral 
service,  partly  in  order  to  appease  the  superstitious  terror* 
of  Joceline,  and  partly  because  he  held  it  matter  of  con* 
science  not  to  deny  the  church's  rites  to  one  who  bad  re 
quested  their  aid  in  extremity. 


CHAPTER  XrV. 

Caie  ye,  case  y,  on  with  your  vizards. 

Henry  TV. 

The  company  whom  we  had  left  in  Victor  Lee's  par- 
lour were  about  to  separate  for  the  night,  and  had  risen 
to  take  a  formal  leave  of  each  other  when  a  tap  was 
heard  at  the  hall-door.  Albert,  the  vidette  of  the  party, 
hastened  to  open  it,  enjoining,  as  he  left  the  room,  the 
rest  to  remain  quiet,  until  he  had  ascertained  the  cause 
of  the  knocking.  When  he  gained  the  portal,  he  called 
(o  know  who  was  there,  and  what  they  wanted  at  so  late 
an  hour. 

"  It  is  only  me,"  answered  a  treble  voice. 

**  And  what  is  your  name,  my  little  fellow  .^"  said 
Albert. 

**  Spitfire,  sir,"  replied  the  voice  without. 

"  Spitfire  ?"  said  Albert. 

"Yes,  sir,"  replied  the  voice ;  **  all  the  world  calls  me 
so,  and  Colonel  Everard  himself.  But  my  name  is 
Spittal  for  all  that." 
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*'  Coloujel  JEyejraicd !  f ffivp  70U  frpm  him  ?"  deQiande.d 
young  Lee. 
"  No,  sir  ;  I  cqme,  ^ir,  from  Roger  Wildrake,  ejsquire, 

?f  Squattlesea-mere,  if  it  like  you,"  said  the  hoy ;  "  and 
have  brpi^ht  a  token  to  Mistress  Lee,  which  I  am  to 
giv^  into  her  own  hands,  if  jou  would  but  open  the  door, 
sir,  and  lejt  me  in — buti  caij  do  nothing  with  a  three-inch 
board  betweei^  us." 

"  It  is  some  ireak  of  that  drunken  rakehell,"  said  Al- 
bert, in  a  lQ\y  yqice^  to  his  sister^  who  had  crept  out  after 
him  on  tiptop. 

"  Yet,  let  us  not  be  hasty  in  concluding  so,^*  s^id  the 
young  lady  ;  "  at  this  moment  the  least  trifle  may  be  of 
consequence. — What  token  has  Master  Wildrake  sent 
me,  my  little  boy  }^^ 

"Nay, nothing  very  valuable  neither,"  replied  the  boy  ; 
"  but  he  was  so  anxious  you  should  get  it,  that  he  put  me 
out  ofthe  window  as  oif^  W^M  ^l)McJt  jput  a  kitten,  that  1 
might  not  be  stopped  by  the  soldiers." 

"  Hear  you  j?"  ^id  -^c^^  t9  Iper  brother  ;  "  undo  the 
gate  for  God's  «ake." 

Her  brother,  to  whom  her  feelings  of  suspicion  were 
DOW  sufficiently  communicated,  opened  t|ie  §ate  in  hia^te, 
and  admitted  the  boy,  whose  ap^^^aranee^  ik»I  much  dis- 
similar to  that  of  a  skinned  rabbit  in  a  livery,  or  a  monkey 
at  a  fair,  would  at  another  time  have  fiirnisbed  tbe«n  witht 
amusement.  The  urchin  messenger  entered  the  hall, 
making  several  odd  bows  and  conges,  and  delivered  tlm 
woodcock's  feather?  with  much  ceremony  |o  tb^  ypung, 
lady,  assuring  her  it  was  ifae  prize  sbe  had  woe  iqpo*  9^ 
wager  about  hawking. 

"  I  prithee,  my  Httle  man,?  said  Albert,  «^  was  your 
master  drunk  or  sober,  when  he  sent  thee  ijl  itufi  way 
with  a  feather  at  this  time  of  night  i*" 

"  With  reverence,  sir,''  said  the  boy,  •*.*  he  wf^^  what 
he  calls  sober,  and  what  1  would  call  concerned  io  liquor 
^  any  other  person.** 


^  Cuf8»  0B  t))«  dmokeo  comomb !"  s«i4  AD^mrt'^ 
^  Tbera  k  a  if  a$^  for  tb^%  boy,  «iul  leU  t^y  ouster  tp 
tireak  his  y^x$  oa  wiitoWe  p«#«pi^,  fuad  «l  fittMitf  Umf«/' 

"  Stay  yet  a  mmi^i^  #3PQlainiad  Alke ;  "  we  i»u$l 
BQ(t  go  loo  feat-^bis  cniire?  wary  w^ing." 

<<  A  fo«tfafr  I"  faid  Albert;  <<atf  this  work  about  9 
feathar  !  Wby,  Pr*  Rophedjffe,  who  can  $uck  intelli- 
^eaoe  out  of  Qv«ry  ^ifle  ^s  a  ipi^gpie  would  sqck  m  %g» 
oouM  ipiake  lo^bing  of  this." 

*^  Let  us  try  what  we  can  do  without  him  theot''  said 
Alice.  Thfi9  ad4resstof  barself  to  the  boy,-^**  So  there 
are  atrangors  at  your  matster's  f " 

^*  At  Cokxi^}  EvQr^d's,  madam,  which  is  the  samo 
thiog,"  9ai4  Spitfire^ 

^'  Aod  wbai  winper  of  ^trapgers  ?"  yaid  Alice  j 
"  guests  I  suppose  ?" 

<*  Ay,  misjtress,"  said  the  boy,  "  a  sort  of  guests  thai 
make  themselirea  welcQine  wheirever  they  comei  if  thej 
m»H  not  a  welcome  from  Itheir  landlord— -^diers* 
madam." 

^^  The  men  that  have  been  long  lying  at  Woodstock  f" 
said  Albert. 

"  No,  «r,"  wd  Spit6re,  "  new  comers,  with  gallant 
buff-coata  and  steel  breast<-plate^  ;  n^A  their  commander 
•^^your  honour  and  l^er  ladyship  pever  saw  sgcb  a  map 
— at  least  I  am  sure  Bill  Spitfire  never  did." 

u  Was  be  taU  or  short,  f "  said  Albert,  now  much 
alarmed. 

**  Neither  one  nor  other,"  said  the  boy ;  "  stout  made 
with  sloiiehifig  shoulder^ ;  a  bo^  largje,  and  a  face  one 
woukl  not  like  to  say  No  to,  lie  bad  several  officers  with 
him.  I  saw  him  but  for  a  moment,  but  I  shall  never  for- 
get biro,  while  I  li¥e«" 

«  Yeu  are  right,"  aaid  Albert  Lee  tp  bis  sister,.  puUipg 
her  to  one  side,  <'  quite  right — the  Arch-fiend  himself  is 
upon  us !" 

^  And  the  feather,"  said  Alice,  whom  fear  bed  ren 
dered  apprehensive  of  slight  tokensi/'  means  flight — and 
a  woodcock  is  a  bind  of  pass^e«" 
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"  Tou  have  bit  it,"  said  her  brother  ;  "  but  the  time 
has  taken  us  cruelly  short.  GriTe  the  hay  a  trifle  more — 
DothiDg  that  can  excite  suspicion,  and  dismiss  him.  I 
must  summon  Rochecliffe  and  Joceline." 
'  He  went  accordingly,  but,  unable  to  find  those  he 
sought,  he  returned  with  hasty  steps  to  the  parlour,  where, 
in  his  character  of  Louis,  the  page  was  exerting  himself 
to  detain  the  old  knight,  who,  while  laughing  at  the  tales 
he  told  him,  was  anxious  to  go  to  see  what  was  passing 
7p  the  hall. 

"  What  is  the  matter,  Albert  .'*"  said  the  old  man  ; 
*  who  calls  at  the  Lodge  at  so  undue  an  hour,  and  where- 
fore is  the  hall-door  opened  to  them  f  I  will  not  have  my 
rules,  and  the  regulations  laid  down  for  keeping  this 
house,  broken  through,  because  I  am  old  and  poor. 
Why  answer  you  not  f  why  keep  a  chattering  with  Louis 
Kerneguy,  and  neither  of  you  all  the  while  minding  what 
I  say  ? — Daughter  AKce,  have  you  sense  and  civiKty 
enough  to  tell  me,  what  or  who  it  is  that  is  admitted  here 
contrary  to  my  general  orders  .^" 

"  No  one,  sir,"  replied  Alice  ;  "  a  boy  brought  a  mes- 
sage, which  1  fear  is  an  alarming  one." 

"  There  is  only  fear,  sir,"  said  Albert,  stepping  for- 
ward, ^^  that  whereas  we  thought  to  have  stayed  with 
you  till  to-morrow,  we  must  now  take  farewell  of  you  to- 
night." 

"  Not  so,  brother,  said  Alice,  "  you  must  stay  and  aid 
the  defence  here — if  you  and  Master  Kerneguy  are  both 
missed,  the  pursuit  will  be  instant,  and  probably  success- 
ful ;  but  if  you  stay,  the  hiding-places  about  this  house 
will  take  some  time  to  search.  You  can  change  coats 
with  Kerneguy  too." 

'^  Right,  noble  wench,"  said  Albert ;    most  excellent 
— ^yes — Louis,  I  remain  as  Kerneguy,  you  fly  as  young 
Master  Lee." 
.   "  I  cannot  see  the  justice  of  that,"  said  Charles. 

"  Nor  I  neither,"  said  the  Knight,  interfering.  "  Men 
some  and  go,  lay  schemes,  and  alter  them,  in  my  house, 
without  deigning  to  consult  me  !    And  who  is  Master 


Kerneguj,  or  what  is  he  to  me,  thai  my  sou  must  stay 
and  take  the  chance  of  mischief,  and  this  your  Scots 
page  is  to  escape  in  his  dress  f  I  will  have  no  such  con- 
trivance carried  into  effect,  though  it  were  the  finest  cob- 
web that  was  ever  woven  in  Doctor  Rochecliffe's  brains. 
— ^I  wish  you  no  ill,  Louis ;  thou  art  a  lively  boy  ;  but  I 
have  been  somewhat  too  lightly  treated  in  this,  man.'' 

**  I  am  fully  of  your  opinion.  Sir  Henry,"  replied  the 
person  whom  he  addressed.  ''  You  have  been,  indeed, 
repaid  for  your  hospitality  by  want  of  that  confidence, 
which  could  never  have  been  so  justly  reposed.  But 
the  moment  is  come,  when  I  must  say,  in  a  word,  I  am 
that  unfortunate  Charles  Stuart,  whose  lot  it  has  been  to 
become  the  cause  of  ruin  to  his  best  friends,  and  whose 
present  residence  in  your  family  threatens  to  bring  de- 
struction to  you,  and  all  around  you." 

"  Master  Louis  Kerneguy,"  said  the  Knight,  very 
angrily,  "  I  will  teach  you  to  choose  the  subjects  of  your 
mirth  better  when  you  address  them  to  me  ;  and,  more- 
over, very  little  provocation  would  make  me  desire  to 
have  an  ounce  or  two  of  that  malapert  blood  from  you." 

"  Be  still,  sir,  for  God  sake  !"  said  Albert  to  his  father. 
*^  This  is  indeed  the  Kino  ;  and  such  is  the  danger  of 
his  person,  that  every  moment  we  waste  may  bring  round 
a  fatal  catastrophe." 

"  Good  God  !"  said  the  father,  clasping  his  hands 
together,  and  about  to  drop  on  his  knees,  "  has  my  earn- 
est wish  been  accomplished  !  and  is  it  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  make  me  pray  it  had  never  taken  place  !" 

He  then  attempted  to  bend  his  knee  to  the  King — 
kissed  his  hand,  while  large  tears  trickled  from  his  eyes 
— then  said,  **  Pardon,  my  lord — ^your  Majesty,  I  mean 
— ^permit  me  to  sit  in  your  presence  but  one  instant  till 
my  blood  beats  more  freely,  and  then " 

Charles  raised  his  ancient  and  faithful  subiect  from  the 
ground ;  and  even  in  that  moment  of  fear  and  anxftty  and 
danger,  insisted  on  leading  him  to  his  seat,  upon  which 
be  sunk  in  apparent  exhaustion,  his  head  drooping  upon 
bis  long  white  beard,  and  big  unconscious  tears  mingjiing 
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witb  its  silver  hairs.    Alice  aod  Albert  rfoiain^  ^U!^ 
the  King,  arguing  and  urging  bis  instant  depj^ure. 

"  Tbe  borses  are  at  the  uQder-li^eper's  but,"  sai^ 
Albert,  ^^  and  tbe  relays  only  eighteen  or  twenty  fmlee^ 
off.  If  the  horses  can  but  carry  you  so  iar^ — r--" 
'  '^  Will  you  not  rather,"  interrupted  AUce,  "  trust  ta 
the  concealments  of  this  place,  so  numerous  and  ^  weU 
tried — Rocheclifie's  apartments,  and  tbe  yet  farther  places 
of  secrecy  ?'* 

^'  AIa$  !".  said  Albert,  *<  I  know  them  only  by  name* 
My  father  was  sworn  to  confide  them  to  bo^  one  roi^Of 
and  he  bad  chosen  Rochecliffe." 

"  I  prefer  faking  tbe  field  to  any  hiding-bole  in  Eng- 
land," said  the  King.  ^<  Could  I  but  find  my  way  tq 
this  hut  where  the  borses  ar^,  I  would  try  what  arguments 
whip  and  spur  could  use  to  get  them  to  the  rendezvousy 
where  I  am  to  meet  Sir  Thomas  Acland  and  fresh  cattle. 
Come  with  me.  Colonel  Lee,  and  let  us  run  for  it.  Th%, 
roundheads  have  beat  us  in  battle  ;  but  if  it  come  to  a 
walk  or  a  race,  I  think  I  can  s1m>w  which  has  tbe  best 
mettle." 

'^  But  then,"  said  Albert,  ^^  we  lose  all  the  time  which 
may  otherwise  be  gained  by  the  defence  of  this  bouse — 
leaving  none  bene  but  my  pppr  father,  incapable  from  bis 
state  of  doing  any  thing  ;  and  you  will  be  instantly  pnr- 
sujed  by  fresh  borsfBs,  while  ours  are  unfit  for  the  road. 
Oh,  where  is  the  villain  jjo^elii^e  !" 

"  Wb^t  can  have  become  of  Doctor  Ropbjeclifife  ?" 
said  Alice  ;  "  he  tbs^t  is  so  ready  wi^b  advice  ? — wbpt^ 
can  they  be  gone  ?  Oh,  if  my  father  could  hgt  rouse 
^im^elf !" 

'?  Your  fadier  i$  roused,"  said  Sir  Henry,  rising  fmd 
s^eppiqg  up  tp  them  with  at)  the  energy  of  full  manhood 
in  his  countenance  and  mptjops — '^  I  di4  hut  gather  my 
t|^oughts-T-fi>r  when  did  they  fail  ^  Ijb^  vh^n  hi|$  King 
i|^ed^4*cQunsel  pr  aid  ??'  He  theu  began  to  speaks  irit| 
the  ready  and  distinpt  utterance  of  a  general  at  th^  head 
pf  m  army,  ordering  every  motion  for  attack  and  defence 
•7^^nmQved  himasl^  and  his  own  energy  compelling  obe- 


4i0ximf  and  that  cboerful  okedieupe  from  aH  i^hq  beard 
bim.  ^'  Daughter,"  he  said,  "  beat  up  dame  JeUicot-r- 
iu^t  Pbeeb^  rise,  if  she  were  dying,  and  secure  doors 
and  windows." 

.    "  That  hath  been  d^Hie  regMjj^rly    smce we    h^xt^ 

b»Gn  thus  far  honoured,"  said  bis  4aughter,  looking  ^t 
the  King  j — "  yet,  let  the^i  go  through  tlie^  chamber;! 
oncei  more."  And  Alice  retired  to  giv^  the  ordef^,  and 
presently  returned. 

The  old  knight  proceeded,  in  the  samfi  decided  ton# 
of  promptitude  and  despatch — "  Which  is  your  first 
stage  ?" 

"  Gcay's — Rotbebury,  by  Henley,  where  Sir  Thonia^ 
Acland  and  young  Knolles  are  to  have  horses  in  readi 
i^ess,"  said  Albert  f    ''  but  bo^^  to  ge(  there  with  our 
w«ary  cattle  !" 

^'  Trust  me  for  tbiat,"  said  the  Knigbt  f  aad  proceed- 
ing with  the  same  ^one  of  authority — "  Your  Majesty 
must  instantly  to  Joceline's  Ipdge,"  he  s^id,  ''  the^i^ 
are  your  horses  and  yoMr  means  of  flight.  The  secret 
places  of  this  house,  well  managed,  will  keep  the  tebj?) 
dogs  in  play  two  or  three  hours  good — Rochecliffe  i;^ 
1  fear,  kidnapped,  and  his  Independent  bath  betrayed 
bim — Would  I  had  judged  the  villain  better  !  I  woulcj 
have  struck  him  through  at  one  of  our  trials  of  fence  with 
an  unbated  weapon,  as  Will  says. — But  for  your  guide  when 
on  horseback)  half  a  bowshot  from  Joceline's  but  is  that  oj^ 
^d  Martin  the  verdurer ;  he  is  a  score  of  years  older  thai^ 
I,  but  as  fresh  as  an  old  oak — beat  up  bis  quarters,  and  le; 
bikn  ride  with  you  for  death  and  life.  H^  wijl  guide  you  tq 
your  relay,  for  no  fox  that  ever  earthed  in  the  Cbase 
knows  the  country  so  well  for  seven  leagues  around.'' 

"  Excellent,  my  dearest  father,  excellent,"  sj^id  Al^ 
ben ;  "  I  had  forgotten  Martin  the  verdurer," 

"  Young  men  forget  all,"  answered  the  Knightr** 
^'  Alas,  that  the  limc^  should  fail,  when  th^p  head  whic^ 
can  best  direct  them — is  come  perb^^ps  to  its^  wisi^st !" 
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"  Bat  Ae  tired  horses,''  said  the  Sjng — **  coald  w« 
not  get  fresh  cattle  ?" 

**  Impossible  at  this  time  of  night,"  answered  Sir 
Henry  ;  *'  but  tired  horses  may  do  much  with  care  and 
looking  to."  He  went  hastily  to  the  cabinet  which  stood 
m  one  of  the  oriel  windows,  and  searched  for  something 
in  the  drawers,  pulling  out  one  after  another. 

*<  We  lose  time,  father,"  said  Albert,  afraid  that  the 
intelligence  and  energy  which  the  old  man  displayed  had 
been  but  a  temporary  flash  of  the  lamp,  which  was  about 
to  relapse  into  evening  twilight.  '*  Go  to,  sir  boy,"  said 
his  father,  sharply ;  **  is  it  for  thee  to  tax  me  in  this  pres* 
ence  ! — Know,  that,  were  the  whole  roundheads  that  are 
out  of  hell  in  present  assemblage  round  Woodstock,  4 
could  send  away  the  Royal  Hope  of  England  by  a  Vfuy 
that  the  wisest  of  them  could  never  guess.  Alice,  ray^ 
love,  ask  no  questions,  but  speed  to  the  kitchen,  and  fetch 
a  slice  or  two  of  beef,  or  better  of  venison  ;  cut  them 
long,  and  thin,  d'ye  mark  me " 

"  This  is  wandering  of  the  mind,"  said  Albert  apart 
to  the  King.  ''  We  do  him  wrong,  and  your  Majesty 
harm,  to  listen  to  him." 

"  I  think  otherwise,"  said  Alice,  "and  Pknow  my 
father  better  than  you."  So  saying  she  left  the  room,  to 
fulfil  her  father's  orders. 

"  I  think  so,  too,"  said  Charles — "  in  Scotland,  the 
Presbyterian  ministers,  when  thundering  iit  their  pulpits 
on  my  own  sins  and  those  of  my  house,  took  the  freedom 
to  call  me  to  my  face  Jeroboam,  or  Rehoboam,  or  some 
such  name,  for  following  the  advice  of  young  counselbrs 
— ^Odds-fish,  1  will  take  that  of  the  greybeard  for  once, 
for  never  saw  I  more  sharpness  and  decision  than  in  the 
countenance  of  that  noble  old  man." 

By  this  time  Sir  Henry  had  found  what  he  was  seeking. 
"  In  this  tin  box,"  he  said,  "  are  six  balls  prepared  of 
the  most  cordial  spices,  mixed  with  medicaments  of  the 
choicest  and  most  invigorating  quality.  Given  from  hot:r 
to  Hour,  wrapt  in  a  covering  of  good  beef  or  venison,  a 
horse  of  spirit  will  not  flag  for  five  hours,  at  the  speed 
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of  fifteen  miles  an  hour ;  and,  please  God,  the  fourth 
of  the  time  places  your  Majesty  in  safety — what  re- 
mains may  be  useful  on  some  future  occasion.  Martin 
knows  how  to  administer  them ;  and  Albert's  weary 
cattle  shall  be  ready,  if  walked  gently  for  ten  minutes,  in 
running  to  devour  the  way,  as  old  Will  says — nay,  waste 
not  time  in  speech,  your  Majesty  does  me  but  too  much 
honour  in  using  what  is  your  own.  Now,  see  if  the  coasl 
is  clear,  Albert,  and  let  his  Majesty  set  off  instantly — We 
will  play  our  parts  but  ill,  if  any  take  the  chase  after 
him  for  these  two  hours  that  are  between  night  and  day 
— Change  dresses,  as  you  proposed,  in  yonder  sleeping 
apartment — something  may  be  made  of  that,  too." 

"  But,  good  Sir  Henry,"  said  the  King,  "  your  zeal 
overlooks  a  principal  point.  I  have,  indeed,  come  from 
the  under-keeper's  hut  you  mention  to  this  place,  but  it 
was  by  daylight,  and  under  guidance — I  shall  never  find 
my  way  thither  in  utter  darkness,  and  without  a  guide — 
I  fear  you  must  let  the  Colonel  go  with  me  ;  and  1  en- 
treat and  command,  you  will  put  yourself  to  no  trouble 
or  risk  to  defend  the  bouse— only  make  what  delay  you 
can  in  showing  its  secret  recesses." 

"  Rely  on  me,  my  royal  and  liege  Sovereign,"  said  Sir 
Henry,  "  but  Albert  must  remain  here,  and  Alice  shall 
guide  your  Majesty  to  Joceline's  hut  in  his  stead." 

"  Alice  !"  said  Charles,  stepping  back  in  surprise — 
"  why,  it  is  dark  night — and — and — and — "  He  glanc- 
ed his  eye  towards  Alice,  who  had  by  this  time  returned 
to  the  apartment,  and  saw  doubt  and  apprehension  in  her 
look  ;  an  intimation,  that  the  reserve  under  which  he  had 
placed  his  disposition  for  gallantry,  since  the  morning  of  ^ 
the  proposed  duel,  had  not  altogether  efifaced  the  recol- 
lection of  his  previous  conduct.  He  hastened  to  put  a 
strong  negative  upon  a  proposal  which  appeared  so  much 
to  embarrass  her.  '*  It  is  impossible  for  me,  indeed,. 
Sir  Henry,  to  use  Alice's  services — ^I  must  walk  as  if 
blood-hounds  were  at  my  heels." 
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"  4Jice  shill  jrip  it,"  faid  the  ]^igbt3^  «  with^  ^ny 
wepch  in  Oxfordshire  j  and  what  would  jrour  Majesty^ 
best  speed  avail,  if  you  knew  not  the  way  to  go  ?**" 

"  Nay,  nay,  Sir  nenry^**  continued  the  King,  "  the 
night  is  too  dar|[ — we  stay  too  long: — 1  will  find  ijl,  myself.* 

"  Lose  no  time  in  exchanging  your  dress  with  Albert,** 
said  Sir  Henry — "  leave  me  to  take  care  of  the  rest." 

Charles,  still  inclined  to  expostulate,  withdrew,  how- 
ever, into  the  ap^tment  whe^r^  young  Lee  and  he  were  to 
exchange  clothes  j  while  Sif  Henry  said  to  his  daughter^ 
"  Get  thee  a  cloak,  lyeqch,  and  put  on  thy  thickest  shoes. 
Thou  might'st  have  ridden  Pixie,  but  he  is  something 
spirited,  and  thpu  art  a  timid  horsewoman,  and  ever  werl 
so — the  only  weakness  I  have  known  of  thee.'* 

"  But,  my  father,*'  said  Alice^  fixing  her  eyes  very 
earnestly  on  Sir  Henry's  face,  "  must  I  really  go  alone 
with  the  King  ?  might  not  Phoebe^  or  dame  Jefiicot,  go 
with  us  ?" 

"  No — no — np,"  answered  Sir  Henry  }  "  Phoebe, 
the  silly  slut^  has,  as  you  well  know,  been  m  fits  to-night^ 
and  I  take  it,  such  a  walk  as  you  must  take  is  no  charm 
for  hysterics — ^Dame  Jellicot  hobbles  as  slow  as  a  broken 
wipded  mare — besides, «b^v  deafness,  were  there  pcca- 
sign  to  sp^ak  to  her — No — no — ^you  shall  go  alone — an4 
entitle  yourself  to  have  it  writtep  on  your  tomb,  *  Here 
lies  she  who  saved  the  King  !' — And,  hark  you,  4o  not 
think  of  returning  to-night,  but  stay  at  the  verdurer's 
with  his  niece — die  Park  an^  Chase  will  shortly  be  filled 
with  our  enemies,  and  whatever  chances  here  you  will 
l^arn  early  enough  in  the  morning." 

"  And  what  is  it  I  may  then  learn,"  said  Alice— 
"  Alas,  who  cafli  tell  f — O,  dearest  lather,  let  me  stay 
and  share  yoi^r  fate  5  I  will  pull  oflf  the  timorous  woman, 
fi^nd  fight  fpr  the  I^ing,  if  it  be  necessary.  But — I  can- 
not think  of  beconiiqg  his  only  attendant  in  the  dark  night, 
^nd  through  a  rp^  so  lonely." 

"  Howl"  said  the  Kaight,  raising  his  voice  ;  "  dp  yoq 
bring  ceremonies  and  silly  scruples  forward,  when  the 
King's  safety,  nay,  his  life,  is  at  stake  ?      By  this  mark 


WOODSTOCK,.  ^OJI 

of  loyalto',"  stroking  bis  grey  beard  as  be  spoke,  "  could 
I  thiok  tiiou  wert  other  than  becomes  a  daughter  of  the 
Douse  of  Lee,  I  would " 

At  this  moment  the  King  and  Albert  interrupted  him 
by  entering  the  apartment,  having  exchanged  dresses, 
and  from  their  stature  bearing  some  resmblance  to  each 
other,  though  Charles  wa^  evidently  a  plam,  and  Lee  a 
handsome  young  man.  Their  complexions  were  differ- 
ent ;  but  the  difference  could  not  be  immediately  noticed, 
Albert  having  adopted  a  black  peruque,  and  darkened 
his    eyebrows. 

Albert  Lee  walked  out  to  the  frppt  of  the  mansion,  to 
give  one  turn  around  the  Lodge,  in  order  to  discover  in 
what  direction  any  enemies  might  be  approaching,  that 
they  might  judge  pf  tlje  road  wjiich  it  was  safest  lo|*  the 
royal  fugitive  to  adopt.  Meanwhile  the  King,  who  was 
first  in  entering  tbe^  apartment^  )]a4  heard  ^  part  of  the 
angry  answer  which  the  old  Knight  made  to  his  daughter^ 
and  was  at  no  loss  to  gues^  tfie  subject  of  his  resentment. 
He  walked  up  to  hirp  with  the  dignity  which  he  perfjBctly 
knew  to  assume  when  he  chose  it. 

"  Sir  Henry,"  he  s^id,  "  ii  is  our  pleasure,  nay  our 
command,  that  you  forbear  all  exertion  of  paternal  au- 
thority in  this  matter.  Mistress  Alice^  I  am  sure,  must 
have  good  and  strong  Reasons  for  what  she  wis^ies  ;  ^n(J 
I  should  never  pardon  myself  were  she  placed  in  an  un- 
pleasant situation  on  my  account.  I  iarp  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  woods  and  wildernesses  \o  fear  losing  fXiy 
way  among  my  native  oaks  of  Woodstock." 

"  Your  Majesty  sl?all  not  incur  the  d?inger,"  saic^  AJ'^e, 
h^r  temporary  hesitation  entirely  reraoyed  by  tjie  c^lm, 
clear,  and  candid  maimer  in  wl^ich  Charles  uttered  these 
la§t  words.  "  Ypu  ^hall  run  no  risk  that  I  can  prevent  j 
and  the  unhappy  cjiances  of  th^  times  in  which  1  have 
lived  have  from  experience  made  the  forest  as  wel) 
known  to  me  by  night  as  by  day.  So,  if  you  scorn  pot 
my  company,  let  us  away  instantly.** 
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"  If  your  company  is  given  with  good  will,  I  accept 
It  with  gratitude,"  replied  the  Monarch. 

"  Willingly,"  she  said,  "  most  willingly.  Let  me  be 
one  of  the  first  to  show  that  zeal  and  that  confidence, 
which  I  trust  all  England  will  one  day  emulously  display 
in  behalf  of  your  Majesty." 

She  uttered  these  words  with  an  alacrity  of  spirit,  and 
made  the  trifling  change  of  habit  with  a  speed  and  dex- 
terity which  showed  that  all  her  fears  were  gone,  and 
that  her  heart  was  entirely  in  the  mission  on  which  her 
father  had  despatched  her. 

"  All  is  safe  around,"  said  Albert  Lee,  showing  himself; 
"  you  may  take  which  passage  you  will— the  most  private 
is  the  best." 

Charles  went  gracefully  up  to  Sir  Henry  Lee.  ere  his 
departure,  and  took  him  by  the  hand. — "  I  am  too  jproud 
to  make  professions,"  he  said,  "  which  I  may  be  too 
poor  ever  to  realize.  But  while  Charles  Stuart  lives,  he 
lives  the  obliged  and  indebted  debtor  of  Sir  Henry  Lee." 

"  Say  not  so,  please  your  Majesty,  say  not  so,"  ex- 
claimed the  old  man,  struggling  with  the  hysterical  sobs 
which  rose  to  his  throat.  "  He  who  might  claim  all,  can- 
not become  indebted  b^  acceptii%  some  small  part." 

"  Farewell,  good  friend,  farewell  !"  said  the  King  ; 
"  tliiuk  of  me  as  a  son,  a  brother  to  Albert  and  to  Alice, 
who  are,  I  see  already  impatient.  Give  me  a  father's 
blessing,  and  let  me  be  gone." 

"  The  God,  through  whom  kings  reign,  bless  your 
Majesty,"  said  Sir  Henry,  kneeling  and  turning  his  rev- 
erend face  and  clasped  hands  up  to  Heaven — "  The 
Lord  of  Hosts  bless  you,  and  sav^e  your  Majesty  from 
your  present  dangers,  and  bring  you  in  his  own  good  time 
to  the  safe  possession  of  the  crown  that  is  your  due  !" 

Charles  received  his  blessing  like  that  of  a  father,  and 
Alice  and  he  departed  on  their  journey. 

As  they  left  the  apartment,  the  old  knight  let  his  bancs 
sink  gently  as  he  concluded  this  fervent  ejaculation,  his 
head  sinking  at  the  same  time.  His  son  dared  not  dis- 
turb his  meditation,  yet  feared  the  strength  of  his  feelings 
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might  overcome  that  of  his  constitution,  and  that  hcf 
might  fall  into  a  swoon.  At  length,  he  ventured  to  ap- 
proach and  gradually  touch  him.  The  old  knight  started 
to  his  feet,  and  was  at  once  the  same  alert,  active-mind- 
ed, forecasting  director,  which  he  had  shown  himself  a 
little  before, 

"  You  are  right,  boy,"  he  said,  "  we  must  be  up  and 
doing.  They  lie,  the  roundheaded  traitors,  that  call  him 
dissolute  and  worthless  !  He  hath  feelings  worthy  the  son 
of  the  blessed  Martyr.  You  saw,  even  in  the  extremity 
of  danger,  he  would  have  perilled  his  safety,  rather  than 
take  Alice's  guidance,  when  the  silly  wench  seemed  in 
doubt  about  going.  Profligacy  is  intensely  selfish,  and 
thinks  not  of  the  feelings  of  others.  But  hast  thou  drawn 
bolt  and  bar  after  them  ?  I  vow  I  scarce  saw  when  they 
left  the  hall." 

"  I  let  them  out  at  the  little  postern,"  said  the  Colonel ; 
"  and  when  I  returned,  I  was  afraid  I  had  found  you  ill." 

"  Joy — -joy,  only  joy,  Albert — I  cannot  allow  a  thought 
of  doubt  to  cross  my  breast.  God  will  not  desert  the 
descendant  of  an  hundred  kings — the  rightful  Heir  will 
not  be  given  up  to  the  ruffians.  There  was  a  tear  in  his 
eye  as  he  took  leave  of  me — ^1  afti  sure  of  it.  Would*st 
not  die  for  him,  boy  f" 

"  If  I  lay  my  life  down  for  him  to-night,"  said  Albert, 
''I  would  only  regret  it  because  I  should  not  hear  of  his 
escape  to-morrow." 

«  Well,  let  us  to  this  gear,"  said  the  Knight  j  "  think'st 
thou  th^t  thou  koow'st  enough  of  his  manner,  clad  as 
thou  art  in  his  dress,  to  induce  the  women  to  believe  thee 
to  be  the  page  Kerneguy .?" 

"  Umph,"  replied  Albert,  "  it  is  not  easy  to  bear  om 
a  personification  of  the  King,  when  women  are  in  the  case 
But  there  is  only  a  very  little  light  below,  and  I  can  try." 

"  Do  so  instantly,"  safd  his  father  j  "  the  knaves  will 
be  here  presently." 

Albert  accordingly  left  the  apartment  while  the  Knigh 
continued — "  If  the  women  be  actually  persuaded  that 
Kerneguy  is  still  here,  it  will  add  strength  to  my  plot — 
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^  l^Agleis  wiU  open  on  ^  fajp?  f^epj^  ^d4  ^  m^lPH 
hp  safe  in  cover  ere  tbejr  re^n  the  ,§lpt  pf  Ufq^  Tbeii 
U?  4^*^  them  on  from  lv4inj|-p|acj^  ^  jiji,diflg-pi^^)pe  I 
Whv,  the  east  will  be  grey  be1o|re  the/  havp  ap.ught  ^P 
half  of  them  I — ^Yes,  I  will  play  at  bob-cherfy  with  them, 
hold  the  bate  to  their  nose  which  they  are  never  to  gorge 
iippn !  I  will  drag  a  trail  for  them  which  will  tal^e  them 
some  time  to  puzzle  out.  But  at  what  cost  do  }  <do  this  f " 
continued  the  old  knight,  interrupting  bis  own  joyous 
soliloquy — "  Oh,  Absalom,  Absalom,  my  son  !  fny  son  ! 
-7-But  let  him  ,go  ;  he  pan  hgt  die  as  his  fatfcer^  have  died, 
and  in  the  cause  for  which  ih^y  Jived.  Bpit  he  qoipes — 
Hush  !— Albert,  hast  thou  sucpe^ed  ?  ha?t  \\io\i  tafcen 
royalty  upon  thee  so  as  to  pass  current  ?" 

"  I  havQ,  sir,**  r§plie4  Albert,  "  th^  wpfi^eq  wilj  swear 
that  Louis  Kerneguy  was  in  the  house  thi^  V;ery  \^s^ 
iliiqute." 

'^  Kigbt,  for  they  afegopd  ^nd  faithful  creatures,"  said 
the  Kfliglht,  "  and  would  svjr^^  what  was  for  his  Majes- 
ty's safety  at  any  r^te ;  yet  they  will  do  it  with  more  na- 
ture apd  effept,  if  they  believe  they  fir^  swearing  truth.— 
B[aw  di^st  thoq  impress  the  (Je^eit  upop  ihem  ?" 

^^  By  ^  trifling  adoption  of  tb^  roys^  manner,  sir,  not 
worth  mentioning.'^ 

"  OMt  rogue !"  replied  th^  ^Jiigbt.  *'  I  fear  the  King's 
cbaracter  will  suffef  uqder  y^i^r  fljmpifliery." 

"Umph,"  said  Albert,  muttermg  vfh,ix  \^  da^re^  not 
u^e^  aloud — ^^  wejre  I  to  follow  the  ^^/nple  ^Iq^  up,  1 
k^pw  w}iQ^f?  pbi^ract^r  wohW  b^  in  Ae  g^^tes^  dapgey.*' 

"  WelJ,  ppw  w^  WM^t  fidjwst  the  defence  pf  the  ou^ 
works,  the  signals,  &lc.  betwixt  us  both,  ^d  the  best  way 
to  baffle  |he  efli^rpy  fpr  tbe  loi;ig^^  time  possible/'  He 
then  again  had  rec9^r§p  tptbeseoret  drawei^r?  of  his  ca.l>- 
met,  and  polled  out  A  piec^  of  parpbnien;,  op  which  wa$ 
1  plan.  '^  This,"  said  be,  ^<  is  a  scheme  of  the  citadel, 
IS  I  call  it,  which  may  hold  out  long  enough  after  yoi| 
hare  b^en  forped  to  evacuate  the  places  of  retreat  you 
are  already  Qcquaipte4  with^  The  Ranger  w$i8  ^Iif^y^ 
swo^q  to  keep  thjs  plan  secret,  save  from  one  person  on]/, 


m  case  of  sudaen  rfeaYJ'. — ^Let  u6  sit  dtt\^  it^tl  ^ddy'ii 
together.''' 

They  accordingty  adjusted  their  measures  in  ft  mftnn^f 
which  will  better  show  itself  from  what  afterwards  to^t 
place,  than  were  we  to  state  the  various  schefties  \ii^McSf 
fliey  proposed,  and  provisions  made  agdnst  events  thtii 
did  not  arrive. 

At  length  young  Lee,  armed  and  provided  with  so'mrf 
food  and  liquor,  took  leave  of  his  father,  and  ii^ent  and 
shut  hirtself  up  in  Victor  Lee'^  aparfrtiei^t,  from  which 
was  an  opening  to  the  labyrinth  of  pi^ivat^aps^rtmeAts,  of 
hiding-places,  that  had  served  the  ffssoeiates  so  weH  in 
the  fantastic  tricks  v^hich  they  had  played  off  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Commonwealth. 

"  f  trust,"  said  sir  Henry,  silting  dotm  by  his  desk,  afw* 
havfng  taken  a  tender  ferewefl  of  his  son,  "tfhai  Roch^ 
cliffe  has  not  blabfted  olrt  (he  secret  of  the  plot  to  yondirf 
fellow;  TomkMte,  who  Was  ftbt  unlikely  to  pmte  of  itOttt 
of  school. — But  here  am  1  seafed^^perhaps  for  the  las* 
time,  with  my  Bible  ort  the  6nt'  hand,  and  old  Will  ott  tfc* 
other,  prepared,  (fiAMk  God',  to  die  «i  1  hfave  liVed.-^ 
marvefthey  come  notyc^t,'^  he  saidf,  iff^r  waiting  fci*  s6ttf6 
time—"  I  always  thought  the  de^il  had  a  smatter  sptrt* 
to  give  Iiis  agents,  when  tlioy  weri6  up6n  hiS  owti  Srpetiad 
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But  see,  his  face  is  blaclt,  and  fulf  of  blood*  3 

His  eye-balls  farlher  bUl  ihatf  \\)ien  He  liVeid/ 

Staring  M  ghastly,  tike  a  rthingfed  Mftli ;« 

His  hair  opfetnr'd^litflriMftvHs  sirctrh'a  wi(h  MniggMiig  ; 

Hit  baiKb  abroad  displayed,  as  one  ^iio  grasped 

And  tuffg'd  for  life,  but  was  by  strength  subdued. 

£^nry  Vh  Part  If. 

Had  those  whose  unpleasant  visit  SHr  Henry  em- 
l>6Cted  come  strai^t  ix>  tiha  Lcklg^v  iniAeBd  ef  Htying 
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hr  three  hours  at  Woodstock,  they  would  have  secared 
their  prey.  But  the  Familist,  partly  to  prevent  the  King's 
escape,  partly  to  reader  himself  of  more  importance  iu 
the  affair,  had  represented  the  party  at  the  Lodge  as 
being  constantly  on  the  alert,  and  had  therefore  inculcat- 
ed upon  Cromwell  tlie  necessity  of  his  remaining  quiet 
until  he  (Torakins)  should  appear  to  give  hitn  notice 
that  the  household  were  retired  to  rest.  On  this  condi- 
tion he  undertook,  not  only  to  discover  the  apartment 
ID  which  the  unfortunate  Charles  slept,  but,  if  possible, 
to  find  some  mode  of  fastening  the  door  on  the  outside, 
so  as  to  render  flight  impossible.  He  had  also  promised 
to  secure  the  key  of  a  postern,  by  which  the  soldiers 
might  be  admitted  into  the  house  without  exciting  alarm. 
Nay,  the  matter  might,  by  means  of  his  local  knowledge, 
be  managed,  as  he  represented  it,  with  such  security,  that 
be  would  undertake  to  place  his  Excellency,  or  whomso- 
ever he  might  appoint  for  the  service,  by  the  side  of 
Charles  Stuart's  bed,  ere  he  had  slept  off  die  last  night's 
claret.  Above  all,  be  ha(jl  stated,  that,  from  the  style  of 
the  old  house,  there  were  many  passages  and  posterns 
which  must  be  carefully  guarded,  before  the  least  alarm 
was  caught  by  those  within,  otherwise  the  success  of  the 
whole  enterprise  might  be  endangered.  He  had  there- 
fore besought  Cromwell  to  wait  for  him  at  the  village,  if 
he  found  him  not  there  on  his  arrival  ;  and  assured  him, 
that  the  marching  and  counter-marching  of  soldiers  was 
at  present  so  common,  that  even  if  any  news  were  car- 
ried to  the  Lodge,  that  fresh  troops  had  arrived  in  the  bor- 
ough, so  ordinary  a  circumstance  would  not  give  them 
the  least  alarm.  He  recommended  that  the  soldiers 
chosen  for  this  service  should  be  such  as  could  be  depend 
ed  upon — no  fainters  in  spirit — none  who  turu  back  from 
Mount  Gilead  for  fear  of  the  Amalekites,  but  men  of  war, 
accustomed  to  strike  with  the  sword,  and  to  need  no 
second  blow.  Finally  he  represented,  that  it  would  be 
wisely  done,  if  the  General  should  put  Pearson,  or  any 
other  ofiicer  whom  he  could  completely  trust,  into  the 
coniOBa^  of  the  detachment,  and  keep  hia  own  ^rsoii^. 


WOOOBXOCK*  i^l6 

f  he  should  thmk  it  proper  to  attend,  secret  even  from 
the  soldiers. 

All  this  man's  counsels  Cromwell  had  punctually  fol- 
lowed. He  had  travelled  in  the  van  of  this  detachment 
of  one  hundred  picked  soldiers,  whom  he  had  selected 
for  the  service,  men  of  dauntless  resolution,  bred  in  a 
thousand  dangers,  and  who  were  steeled  against  all  feel- 
ings of  hesitation  and  compassion,  by  the  deep  and 
gloomy  fanaticism  which  was  their  chief  principle  of  ac- 
tion— men  to  whom,  as  th^r  General,  and  no  less  as  the 
chief  among  the  Elect,  the  commands  of  Oliver  were 
like  a  commission  from  the  Deity. 

Great  and  deep  was  the  General's  mortification  at  the 
unexpected  absence  of  the  personage  on  whose  agency 
he  so  confidently  reckoned,  and  many  conjectures  he 
formed  as  to  the  cause  of  such  mysterious  conduct. 
Sometimes  he  thought  Tomkins  had  been  overcome  by 
liquor,  a  frailty  to  which  Cromwell  knew  him  to  be  ad- 
dicted ;  and  when  he  held  this  opinion,  he  discharged  his 
wrath  in  maledictions,  which,  of  a  different  kind  from  the 
wild  oaths  and  curses  of  the  cavaliers,  had  yet  in  them 
as  much  blasphemy,  and  more  determined  malevolence. 
At  other  times  he  thought  some  unexpected  alarm,  or 
perhaps  some  drunken  cavalier  revel,  had  caused  the 
family  of  Woodstock  Lodge  to  make  later  hours  than 
usual.  To  this  conjecture,  which  appeared  the  most 
probable  of  any,  his  mind  often  recurred  ;  and  it  was 
the  hope  that  Tomkins  would  still  appear  at  the  rendez- 
vous, which  induced  him  to  remain  at  the  borough  anx- 
ious to  receive  communication  from 'his  emissary,  and 
afraid  of  endangering  the  success  of  the  enterprize  by 
any  premature  exertion  on  his  own  part. 

In  the  meantime,  Cromwell,  findmg  it  no  longer  pos- 
sible to  conceal  his  personal  presence,  disposed  of  every 
thing  so  as  to  be  ready  at  a  minute's  notice.  Half  his  sol- 
Idiers  he  caused  to  dismount;  and  had  the  horses  put  into 
quarters  5  the  other  half  were  directed  to  keep  their  horses 
saddled,  and  themselves  ready  to  mount  at  an  instant's 
warning.   The  men  were  brought  into  the  house  by  turns^ 


the  horses,  which  was  changed  from  time  td  tlm6. 

ThrrSi'CrblWw^fell  WaStedwhh  ndKttW  uncertafnty,  6ften 
casting  an  anf3t?ous  efk  upott  Colonel  Ev^^ard,  \vho,  he 
suspected,  6ould,  if  h^  chose  it,  welf  stjpply  tfhe  place 
df  his  d)S6nt  cbrifldatit.  Everatd  etidirred  this  calmly, 
with  ortathet'ed  cdtmtenahce,  and  brdW  i^eithet  ruffled  not 
d^ected. 

Mrdiiilght  at  length  tfflfcd,  tffid  it  became  n'ece^ary  m 
take  sotne  decisive  st^^.  TitnkiniS  /night  ha\^e  beeh 
trc/AChBi-otiV ;  dr,  A  stis^pfcioh  ^hich' approached  more  near 
to  the  reality,  his  intri^iW  fcirght  have'  been  discovered', 
itid  he  hhn^elf  rtrtirdered,6y  kidnapped,  by  the  vengeful 
^oy^Nsts.  }n'  ii  \Vdrrf,  if  dtiy  ofse  wa^  to  be  made  of  the 
chance'  iWlch  forttmie  kflbl-ded  df  securihg  the  most  foi^- 
midable  dlainiAnt  of  the  su|)rekne  power,  which  he  al- 
^e?ady  dfhi^d  At,  tib  ftrthei'  time  was  to'  be  lost.  He  ai 
length  gatve  ordei^s"  to  Pearson  to  get  the  men  under  arms 
-i^he  directed  hihi  dottCeinittg  ihe  mode  offor^ming  them, 
atnd  that  they  should  msirch  with  the  utmost  possible  si- 
lence ;'  or,  as'  it  was  given  ocit  in  the  bi'ders,  "  Even  as 
CM^bh  ittiarched  in  silence,  ^hen  he  t^ent  down  again^ 
Hhe  6vttap  df  the  Midianites,  with  only  Phurah  his  servant. 
PcradVenttlre,"  continued  this  strange  document,  "we  too 
may  leatn  of  what  yonder  MidtaAites  have  dreamed." 

A  single  pati'df,  followed  by  a  cdrporal  and  five  steady, 
expeiHenced  sdldiers,  fofrhed  the'  Advane^d  guard  of  the 
pai*ty  ;  thlen  followed  the  main  body.  A  rear-guard  of 
tetl*  initt'  giiiirded  Everard  and  the  minister.  Cromwell 
reqliired  rtie  attenSlince  df  the  fdrmer,  as  it  might  be 
rtecessatry  to  exaVhirie  him;  or  confront  him  with  others ; 
and  he  carried  Ma^'^r  fldld^nbtjgh  with  him,  becaii^  he 
nitght  escape  if  left  behind,  and  perhaps  raise  sorne  tu- 
mult' in  the  village.  The  Presbyterians,  though  they  not 
only  concurred  with,  but  led  the  way  in  the  civil  war  • 
v^ere  at  its  conclusion  highly  dissatisfied  with  the  ascen- 
dency of  the  military  sectaries,  and  not  to  be  trusted  as 
doJ'dial  agi^tits  in  any  thing  where  their  interest  was  coh- 
cifi/j'iJtetl.^      Thcf  infaifttt^  ofetng  disposed*  of  a1s  vfe  have 


HK>tk»d,  aavdisd  off  irom  the  left  of  tbeh*  line,  domw^n 
wad  Pearson,  both  on  foot,  keeping  at  the  bead  of  the 
centre,  or  main  body  of  the  detachment.  Tbey  were 
di\  armed  with  petronels,  short  guns  similar  to  the  mod- 
ern carabine,  and  like  them  used  by  horsemen.  They 
inarched  in  the  most  profound  silence  and  with  the 
utmost  regularity,  the  whole  body  mmifig  like  one  man. 

About  one  hundred  yards  behind  the  rearmost  of  the 
dismounted  party  came  the  troopers,  who  remained  on 
horseback;  and itseemed  as  if  even  the  irrational  ani- 
mals were  sensible  to  Cromwell's  orders,  for  the  horses 
4iid  not  neigh,  and  even  appeared  to  place  tbeir  feet  on 
4he  earth  cautiously  and  with  less  noise  than  usual. 
.  Their  leader,  full  of  anxious  thoughts,  never  spoke, 
save  to  enforce  by  .whispers  his  caution  respecting  silence, 
while  the  men,  surprised  and  delighted  to  find  themselves 
under  the  command  of  their  renowned  General,  and  des^ 
tined  doubdess  for  9ome  secret  service  of  high  import, 
fised  the  utmost  precaution  in  attending  to  his  reiterated 
orders.  mk 

They  marched  down  the  street  of  thOttle  borou^ 
in  the  order  we  have  mentioned.  Few  of  the  townsmen 
were  abroad  ;  and  one  or  two  who  had  protracted  the 
fiorgies  of  the  evening  to  that  unusual  hour,  were  too  happ^^ 
to. escape  the  notice  of  a  strong  party  of  soldiers,  who 
often  acted  in  the  character  of  police,  to  inquire  about 
their  purpose  for  being  under  arms  so  late,  or  the  route 
whicfa  they  were  pursuing. 

The  external  gate  of  the  Chase  had,  ever  since  the 
party  had  arrived  at  Woodstock,  been  strictly  guarded 
by  three  file  of  troopers,  to  cut  off  all  communication 
between  the  Lodge  and  the  town.  Spitfire,  Wildrake's 
emissary,  who  had  often  been  a  bird-nesting,  or  on  similar 
tniscbtevoas  excursions  in  the  forest,  had  evaded  these 
men's,  vigilance,  by  climbing  over  a  breach,  with  which 
be  was  well  acquainted;  in  a  different  part  of  the  wall. 

Between  this  party  and  the  advanced  guard  of  Cinotn 
well's  detachment,  a  whispered  challenge  was  excbang;^d, 
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iiC09ff4¥)S^<^9<^^<^^^l'^li'^  The  im(§mvr  arter- 
ed  tjike  P^kxkf  tnd  ware  ibllowed  by  the  cavalry,  who 
were  durecled  lo  avtMd  the  bard  road,  and  ride  as  much 
4^  possible  •upon  the  turf  wbkh  bordered  Wi  the  avenue. 
Hene,  to«^  $»«  additional  precantton  was  used^  a  file  or 
two  of  ibot  aoldiers  beiog  detach^  4o  seiirdi  the  woods 
on  eitheff  htndi^aod  make  prisoner^  or,  in  the  eveoi  of 
resistance,  put  to  deaih,  any  whoni  they  might  fiad  lark- 
ing there*.  wdi$r  whai  pretence  soever,  v 

Meaewhile  the  weather  began  to  shew  itself  as  propt- 
lk>M3  to  CromweiU,  «e  he  had  fouad  mostiooidepls  in  ihe 
^course  of  bis  succeasful  oareer.  The  ^cgROHsti  whic^ 
had  hitherto  eibspai^  every  thing,  and  rendeced  mareh^ 
bg  ifi  tbewpod'eeAbaFrassiflg  and  difficult  ^ttd  now  given 
way  to  the  mow^  wfaieb,  after  tamy  bSoM^  at  lesgifa 
forced  her  way  throu^  the  vapour,  and  hung  liep  dim 
diUl  er^tsset  in  the  heavens,  ^hicb  she  eoligtoened,  as 
the  dying  lamp  of  an  anchorke  does  the  ceK  in  wfaibb  he 
reposes.  The  party  were  in  sight  of  the  front  of  the 
palace,  whec^^Loldenough  whispered  to  Everard,  as  thej 
.ivalked  near.lUqb  dthfi>r--*"  See  ,ye  not^^-yonder  flutters 
Abe  mysterioMs  light  t*  the  turif^  of  the  iAeontbent  Rosa- 
iviend  f  This  night  wiU  try  whether  the  devil  of  the  See- 
iariesi  or  the  devil  of  the  MaVgeaols.  shall  prove  the 
.stronger,  O,  sing  jubilee,  for  the  kingdooa  of.  Setan  is 
divided  against  itself !" 

Here  the  divine  was  loterrapted  by  a  non-^conmisiuoa^ 
ed  officer,  who  came  hastily,  yet  i^ipth  noiseless  steps,  to 
#ay,  in  a  Ipw  stern  whisper'*^'*  Silesee,  prisoner  in  the 
rea^-Hul^oe,  on  pain  of  dea^*" 

A  moment  afiMr^rcb  the  whole  party  stepped  their 
march,  the  weird  halt  beiog  ptissed  fsom  obe  to  another) 
and  instantly  obeyed. 

The  cause  of  thi(»  interruption  was  the  hasty  return  of 
one  of  the  flanking  party  to  the  main  body,  bringirg  news 
to  Cromwell  that  they  had  aeen  a  light  in  thie  wood  at 
wake  distaace  on  the  left. 


'<Wbat  dta  it  be?"  $aid  Crptnwell,  bis  low  stem 
Toice,  even  iq  a  whisper^  making  itself  distiocdjr  beard. 
"  Does  it  move,  or  is  it  stationary  ?*' 

'<  So  far  as  we  can  judge,  it  movetb  not,"  answered 
the  trooper^  "  Strange — there  is  ao  cottage  near  the 
Sfoi  where  it  is  seen," 

'^  So  please  your  Excellency,  it  oiay  be  a  device  of 
Sathauy"  said  Qorporal  Humgudgeon,  snuffling  through 
his  nose  ;  ^'  he  is  mighty  powerful  in  these  parts  of  late/' 

'^  So  please  your  idiocy,  thou  art  an  ass^"  ^aid  Cro^xi* 
well;  but,  ia^antly  recollecting  that  the  corporal  had 
oeeD  one  c^.  the  ludjuiatajrs  or  tribunes  of  the  common 
Mdiersy  aiid  w^  tb^efore  to  be  treated  with  suiubie 
respeet^  be.  said,  ^  Nev^tbeleas^  if  it  be  tbe  d^viee  of 
Satan,  please  it  tbe  Lord  we  will  resist  bif»i  imd  tbe  fot4 
ffave  shall  4y  fiom  us.  Pearsoa/'  be  said,  reeumiag  his 
soldier-Uke  brevity,  ''take  four  file,,  and  see  H^hat  is  yo»* 
der-^No-^-^fte  knaves  may  shrink  firom  liee*.  Go  thou 
atMajght  ta  the  Lodge^^^-invej^  k  in  tbe  way  we  egreed« 
so  that  a  inod  sbatt  oot  escape  out  (of  k^-^iorfla  an  outet 
and  an  inwur d  img  of  sentbelsi  but  give  no  alarm  until 
I  come.  Should  any  attempt  to  esoape^  kuju  tbem"-m 
He  jpeke  tbatoommaBd  with  terriUe  emphasis.*-^*'  Kill 
them  OB^  the  spot/'  he  repeated,  ^'  be  ibey  who' or  what 
they  will«  Better  so,  than  trouble  tbe  Cknsimonwealtfa 
wilh  prisoners/' 

Beaittoii  heard^  aoid  fvoeeeded  to  obey  bis  commacid^ 
^8  ocdors. 

MeantvWle,  the  fature  PiK)teoter  disposed  the  small 
(occB  which  AMnaioed  widb  him  io  such  -a  ouiQiMsr,  that 
they  should  :a]^proach  bom  different  peiota  at  once  the 
light  which  excited  his  suspioiooa,  and  gaire  ibe^  orders 
Io  creep  aa  near  to  it  as  they  couldt  takiii^  cace  not  to  lose 
each  other's  support,  and  to  be  ready  to  ri*sh  in  at  the 
same  moment,  when  be  should  givetbe'signr  which  was 
to  be  a  loud  whistle.  Anxious  to  ascertain  the  truth  with 
bis  own  eyes,  Cfomwe^,  who  had  by  instinct  aU  tbe 
habits  of  military  foresight,  which,  in  others  are  th^ 
result  xsi  pvofessKxnal  education  and  long  experie9ee» 
advanced  upop  the  object  of  his  curiosity.     He  skulked 


lirota  tree  to  tree  with  the  light  step  and  prowling  sagacity 
i>f  an  Indian  busb-'fighter ;  and  before  any  of  his  men  had 
approached  so  near  as  to  describe  them,  be  saw,  by  the 
lantern  which  was  placed  on  the  ground,  two  men,  who 
%ad  been  engaged  in  digging  what  seemed  to  be  an  ill* 
made  grave.  Near  them  lay  extended  something  wrap- 
ped in  a  deer's  hide,  which  greatly  resembled  the  dead 
body  of  a  man.  They  spoke  together  in  a  low  voice, 
yet  so  that  their  dangerous  auditor  could  perfectly  over* 
hear  what  they  said. 

^'  It  is  done  at  Idst,"  said  one  ;  **  the  worst  and  hardest 
hbour  I  ever  did  in  my  life.  I  believ<e  there  isoo  luck 
about  me  left.  My  very  amiB  feel  as  if  tbey  did  not 
belong  to  me  ;  and  strange  to  tell,  toil  as  bard  as  I  woutd^ 
i  couki  not  gather  warmth  in  my  iimba." 

**  I  have  warmed  me  enough,''  aaid  Rodiecliffe, 
nreathing  short  with  fotigue. 

*^  But  the  eold  lies  at  my  heart,"  said  Joeeliafe  $  <*  I 
scarce  hope  ever  to  be  warm  again.  It  is  strange,  and  « 
eharm  seems  to  be  on  us*  Here  have  we  been  oigfa  two 
hours  tn  doing  what  Diggen  the  sexton  would  baive  done 
to  better  purpose  in  balf  a  one." 
-  **  We  are  wretched  spadesmen  enough,"  answered 
Doctor  ftoeheclUFe.  *^  Every  man  to  bis  toolsr-Khou  to 
thy  bugle-born,  and  1  to  my  papers  in  cipber.--*But  do 
not  be  discouraged  ;  it  is  the  frost  on  the  gnound,  anft 
the  number  of  roots,  which  rendered  oar  task  difficult. 
And  now,  all  due  rites  done  to  this  unhappy  man^  and 
having  read  Cfvef  him  the  service  of  the  church,  liAleat 
quarUum^  let  us  lay  him  decencty  in  this  place  of  hsi  re- 
pose ;  there  will  be  small  lack  of  bim  above  ground*  So 
cheer  up  thy  htead,  man,  Hke  a  soldier  as. thou  art ;  we 
have  read  the  service  over  his  body  ;  and  should  tiaetf 
permit  it,  we  will  have  him  remove(j  to  conseci^ted 
^ound,  though  he  is  all  unworthy  of  such  favour.  Here, 
help  me  to  lay  him  in  the  earth ;  we  win  drag  briars  and 
thorns  over  the  spot,  when  we  have  shovelled  dust  upon 
dust ;  and  do  thou  think  of  this  chance  mrire  manfuUv 
and  remember,  thy  secret  is  in  thine  own  keeping." 


^I  eAtinot  answer  for  thiert,"  sM  JoeeKne**^*^  Alei 
thinks  the  very  night  winds  among  the  leaves  will  tell  o£ 
what  we  have  been  doing^-methiiiksiher  trees  themselves 
will  say,  *  there  is  a  dead  corpse  lies  among  our  rools«^ 
Witne^es  are  sood  found  when  blood  hath  fa«en  sptUeri." 

^^  They  are  so,  md  that  right  early,"  exclaimed  Croni** 
well,  starting  from  the  thieket,  and  laying  hold  on  Joc^ 
Une,  and  putting  a  pistol  to  his  head.  At  any  other  perioi) 
of  his  life,  the  forester  would,  even  against  the  odds  of 
numbers,  have  made  a  desperate  resistance ;  but  the  hor- 
ror he  had  felt  at  the  slaughl^  of  an  oM  companion,  ai^ 
though  in  defence  of  bis  own  life,  together  with  fatigue 
and  surprise,  had  altogether  unmanned  him,  and  he  was 
seized  as  easily  as  a  sheep  is  secured  by  the-buleher^ 
Doctor  RochecHffe  l^ffisred  tome  resistance,  but  was 
presently  secured  by  the  soldiers  who  pressed  around 
him. 

**  Look,  some  of  you,"  said  Crooi#^,  ^  friiat  corpse 
this  is  upon  whom  these  lewd  sons  of  Belial  have  done 
i  murder .'-^Gorporal  Oraee-be«4iere  ^  Humgu^eon,  see 
if  thou  knowest  the  face." 

**  I  profess  I  do,  even  as  I  should  Jo  mine  own  in  a 
mirror,"  snuffled  the  corpcnral,  after  kx>king  on  the 
countenance  of  the  dead  man  by  the  help  of  the  lantern. 
**  of  a  verity  it  is  our  truky  brother  in  the  faith  Joseph 
Tomkins." 

**  Tomkins  !"  exclaimed  Cromwell,  springing  fovward 
and  satbfying  himself  with  a  glance  at  the  features  of  the 
eorpse — ^*  Tomkins  ?— -and  murdered,^  die  fracture  of 
the  temple  intimates  f-^Dogs  that  ye  are,  confess  the 
truth— -You  have  murdered  him  becaose  you  have  die^ 
covered  his  treachery^ — ^I  should  say  his  true  spirit  to^ 
Wards  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  and  his  hatred  of 
those  complots  in  which  you  would  have  engaged  hi« 
honest  simplicity." 

"  Ay,"  sakl  Grace-be-here  Humgudgeon,  "  and  then 
to  misuse  his  dead  body  with  your  papistical  doctrines 
as  if  you  had  crammed  cold  porridge  into  its  coM  nouth. 
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I  ftay  tbae,  CMeiUy  tet  ^esa  taea't  heads  ba  kmde 

<«  Fofb^WTi  ooi9^nif^  said  Cfomwatt  ;  ^  o»  tuna 
prawMu.****Fftaad»  to  yan^  wboai  I  balieva  to  ba  Dectoa 
Aa^KHij  Bathec^ifie'by  aame  imd  sMoaiBe,  I  bave  to 
giva  tha  choicaof  being  banged  at  da^ break  toMnorrow, 
ar  mabiDg  utonaraent  fwfthe  murder  af  «fie  of  the  Lord^ 
|>aapie,  by  teHii^^hatlfaou  knowaet  of  the  saoneta  wbicb 
are  in  jonder  faoasa." 

^  Tmlyr  sir^"  rBf&oA  Baefaeclifie^  ^  yati  faomA  roe 
hlK  i*  mj  dafty  aa  a  dergyoaniy  ifltenriag  tbe  dead  9  and 
fespacHtog  ansHrariog  your  quaetiotis,  I  am  datertninad 
■lysdr,  and  do  Admai  njr  fettotrHmfierar  on  this  eoea* 

*'  RatboTe  Um^''  said  CrtMnwaM  }  ^  I  know  bis  sl^ 
tasked  nesB  of  oldytfaoagb  Ikavatnade  Um  piaugb  in  mj 
furrow,  when  he  thought  he  was  turning  ap  his  own 
airatba^-»Remova  \ma  10  tbe  rear,  and  briog  hidieir  the 
other  faHow««*^otDe  thou  her»-^thb  way-*— closer**** 
eki6er4<**OorpeHtI  Qraico*-bo*berey  do  thou  keep  tfay  band 
upon  the  belt  with  which  he  is  bounds  We  must  take 
ears  of  our  life  for  the  sake  of  tliis  distracted  country, 
though  lack-a«^ay,  ftr  its  own  proper  worth  we  could 
petit  it  fcH*  a  pin^i  fioi0i.-*«Now,  nuoic  me,  feUow,  ehooae 
betirbabaying^y  lifebf  afaEoanfesskm,ork«og  tiidD* 
ed  presently  up  to  one  of  these  old  oaks — How  likeat 

*^  Truly,  masM,*^  aosarm'ad  tbe  tmder^kaaper,  aibc^ 
iiig  mora  Histteit^tbaa  tras  natural  to  bhn^  ^for  bia  fre-> 
qoent  iilterrourse  with  Sir  Henry  Lee  had  partly  softean 
ed  and  poUahed  his  manners,)  <^  I  ttnnk  tbe  oak  is  itke 
to  bear  a  lusty  actom^-that  is  alL'' 

<^  Dally  n6t  with  m^,  firiead,''  continued  Oliver  ;  <^  i 
profess  to  tbee  in  sincerity  I  am  no  Orifler*  Wliac  gueats 
jiave  you  seen  at  yonder  house  called  the  Lodge? 

^  Many  a  brare  goest  ia  my  day,  I'se  warrant  ye,  roas- 
ter," said  Joceline.  <<  Ah,  to  see  bow  tbe  chimneys 
used  to  8mok«  some  twelre  years  back  !  Ah,  air  a  sniff 
ol  it  would  Inve  dined  a  poor  roan." 


MS 

<^  Out)  rascal  t"  saM  die  Oeneral,  h  dost  thou  jec» 
me  f  Tell  me  at  Oiiee  what  guests  hare  beeirof  late  id 
#ie  Lodge^-*-8ad  l^ok  thee^  fnend,  be  assured  thad  in  reiw 
dering  me  ibis  sati^faetioii,  thou  sbak  not  onljr  rescue  tfajr 
neck  from  the  halter^  but  render  also  an  acceptable  ser* 
irice  to  the  Slate,  aod  one  wbich  I  will  aee  tetiogly  re«- 
warded.  For,  truly,  I  am  not  of  those  who  wouM 
have  the  rain  fall  only  on  the  proud  and  stately  plants,  but 
rather  would,  so  far  as  my  poor  wishes  end  prayers  are 
eoncerned,  that  it  should  also  fall  upon  the  kmiy  and 
humble  grass  and  com^  that  the  heart  of  the  husbandraaa 
may  be  rejoiced,  and  that  as  the  cedar  of  Lebanon  waxes 
in  its  h^ght,  m  its  boughs,  and  in  its  roots,  so  may  the 
humble  and  lowly  hyssop  that  groweth  upon  the  walls 
flourish,  and-*-and,  truly-^^Understand'st  thou-  me, 
knave  ?" 

*'  Not  enth'ely,  if  it  please  your  honour,''  said  Jocelkie ; 
^^  but  it  sounds  as  if  you  were  preaching  a  sermon,  and 
has  a  marvellous  twang  of  doctrine  with  it." 

**  Tbef>,  in  one  word-^thou  know'st  there  is  one  Louis 
Kemeguy,  or  Camego,  or  some  such  name,  in  biding  at 
the  Lodge  yonder  ?" 

"  Nay  sir,"  replied  the  under<-keeper,  '*  there  have 
been  many  coming  and  gokig  since  Worcester-field  ;  and 
bow  sbouki  I  know  who  they  are  ?*— my  service  is  out  of 
doors,  i  trow^'' 

^  A  thousand  potmds,"  said  Gronmell,  <^  do  I  teH 
down  to  thee,  if  thou  can'st  place  that  Ix^  in  my  power." 

^  A  thousand  pounds  is  a  aarvellaus  mattirar^  sir,"  said 
Joceline  ;  '^  but  I  have  more  Mood  en  my  hand  than  I 
Uke  already.  I  know  net  bow  the  priee  of  Ue  aMy  thrive 
«^*-and,  soape  or  hang,  I  have  no  mind  to  try  .'^ 

<^  Away  with  him  to  the  rear,"  said  the  General  i 
**  and  let  hira  not  speak  with  his  yoke-fellow  yonder. — 
Pool  dmt  I  am,  to  waste  time  in  expecting  to  get  milk 
from  mules. — Move  on  towards  the  Lodge." 

They  moved  with  the  same  silence  as  formerly,  not- 
witlKtanding  the  difficulties  which  they  encountered  fironi 
being  unacquainted  with  the  road  and  its  various  intrica- 
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cies.  At  length  thejr  were  cfadfenged,  ih  'a  km  voice,  bjr 
one  of  their  -  own  sentHiels,  iMfo  eooeentric  ctriles  of 
whoTB  jMrf  been' placed  around  the  Lodge,  so  dose  far 
each  other,  as  to  preihtude  tb^  possibiUty  of  an  mdividttai 
•scaping  from  within.  The  outer  gnai^d  was  matotaraed 
partly  by  fadrse  epon  the  roads  and  open  lawn,  and  where 
the  ground  was  broken  and  busby,  by  infantry*  The 
inner  circle  was  guarded  by  foot  soldiers  only.  Tiie 
whole  were  in  the  highest  degree  alert,  expecting  some 
interesting  and  important  consequences  from  the  unusuai 
expedition  on  which  they  were  engaged. 

"  Any  news,  Pearson  f "  said  the  Gei^ral  to  bis  aid- 
de-*camp,  who  came  instantly  to  report  to  his  sup^ior^ 

He  received  for  answer,  "  None." 

Cromwell  led  his  o^er  forward  just  of^posito  to  ibe 
door  of  tlie  Lodge,  and  there  paused  betwixt  the  circles 
of  guards,  so  that  their  conversation  could  not  be  over 
heard* 

He  then  pursued  his  inquiry,  demanding--— '^  Were 
there  any  lights,  any  appearances  of  stiiring — ^any  attempt 
at  saily— any  preparation    for  defence  ?" 

''  All  as  silent  as  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  deaUi-*^ 
e^ren  as  the  vale  of  Jeboshaphat." 

^  Pshaw  !  tell  me  not  of  Jehoshaphat^  Pearson/'  said 
Cromwell.  <^  These  words  are  good  for  others,  but  not 
for  thee.  Speak  plainly,  and  like  a  blunt  soldier  as  ^u  art*. 
Each  man  hath  his  own  mode  of  speech,  and  blunlness, 
not  sanoti^,  is  thine*" 

.  *'  Well  then,  nothing  has  been  stirring,"  said  Pearson* 
-^"  Yet  peradventure-^ — r-" 

"  Peradventure  not  me,"  said  Cromwell,  "  or  thou  wilt 
tempt  me  to  knock  tby  teeth  out.  1  ever  distrust  a  nan 
when  he  speaks  after  another  fashion  from  his  own." 

"  Zounds  !  let  me  speak  to  an  end,"  answered  Pear* 
son,  ^*  and  I  will  speak  in  what  language  your  Excellent* 
cy  will." 

"  Thy  Zounds,  friend,"  said  Oliver,  '.'•showeth  little  of 
grace,  but  much  of  sincerity.     Go  to  then — thou  know ' 


est  I  love  and  trust  tliee.     Hast  tbdu  kept  close  watch 
It  behoves  us  to  know  that,  before  giving  the  alarm.'' 

**  On  my  soul,"  said  Pearson,  '*  1  have  watched  at 
closely  as  a  cat  at  a  mouse<>hole.  It  is  beyond  possibility 
that  anything  could  have  eluded  oar  vigilance,  or  even 
stirred  within  the  house  without  our  beioe  aware 
of  it." 

«  *Tis  well,"  said  Cromwell ;  «  thy  services  shall  not 
be  forgotten,  Pearson.  Thou  canst  not  preach  and  pray, 
but  thou  canst  obey  thine  orders,  Gilbert  Pearson,  and 
that  may  make  amends." 

"  I  thank  your  Ei&cellency,"  replied  Pearson  ;  «  but 
I  beg  leave  to  chinoe  in  with  the  humours  of  the  times. 
A  poor  fellow  hath  no  right  to  hold  himself  singular." 

He  paused,  expecting  Cromwell's  orders  what  next 
was  to  be  done,  and,  indeed,  not  a  little  surprised  that  the 
General's  active  and  prompt  spirit  had  suffered  him  dur- 
ing a  moment  so  critical  to  cast  away  a  thought  upon  a 
circumstance  so  trivial  as  his  officer's  peculiar  mode  of 
expressing  himself.  He  wondered  still  more,  when,  by 
a  brighter  gleam  of  moonshine  than  he  had  yet  enjoyed, 
he  observed  that  Cromwell  was  standing  motionless,  his 
hands  supported  upon  his  sword,  which  he  had  taken  out 
of  the  belt,  and  his  stem  brows  bent  on  the  ground.  He 
waited  for  some  time,  impatiently,  yet  afraid  to  interfere, 
lest  he  should  awaken  this  unwonted  fit  of  ilMimed  mel« 
ancholy  into  anger  and  impatience.  He  listened  to  the 
mattering  sounds  which  escaped  from  the  half-opening 
lips  of  his  principal,  in  which  the  words,  ^^  hard  neces- 
sity," which  occurred  more  than  once,  were  all  of  which 
the  sense  cquld  be  distinguished.  '*  My  Lord  General," 
at  length  he  said,  *'  time  flies." 

"  Peace,  busy  fiend,  and  urge  me  not  !"-*-»said  Crom- 
well. "  Think'st  thou,  like  other  fools,  that  I  have  made 
a  paction  with  the  devil  for  success,  and  am  bound  to  do 
my  work  within  an  appomled  hour,  lest  the  spell  should 
lose  its  force  ?** 
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^*I  mfyMnkf  vty  Ldri  GtnenJ/'  said  Pearsoo,  '^  tbai 
Fortune  ius  put  ialo  yo«r  ofler  what  you  have  long  do  < 
wed  19 imrke  priae  of,  widtbat  you  hesitate."      ^ 

CnteweUaifhdd  deeply  as  he  anewered,  <'  Ab,Pe«t- 
SMii  in  thb  tpdtibied  worlds  a  iiiaiit  who  k  callidd  like  ma 
t»  vpork  ^eat  tbmgs  in  brael,  bad  need  to  b«,  aa  the 
poets  feign,  a  thing  made  of  hardened  metal,  immovable 
to  feeim^$  of  humaa  charities,  impassable,  resistless. 
Peafsott^the  world  will  hereafter,  perchance,  think  of  me 
da  being  9mA  a  one  as  I  have  daacf  ibed,  '  an  iron  aian, 
and  made  of  ifoa  mould.' — ^Yet  they  will  wrong  eay 
inatoory'— fliy  heart  is  flesh,  and  my  blood  is  mild  as 
that  of  others.  Wh^i  I  was  a  sportsman,  I  have  weipt 
for  the  gallant  hevon  that  was  struck  down  by  ray  hawk, 
and  sorrowed  for  the  bare  which  ky  screaming  under 
the  jaws  of  my  greyhound  ;  and  canst  thou  think  it  a 
light  thing  to  me,  tlmt  the  blood  of  this  lad's  iather  lying 
in  some  measure  upon  my  head,  I  should  now  put  in 
peril  that  of  the  son  ?  They  are  of  the  kindly  race  of 
English  sovereigns,  and,  doubtless,  are  adored  like  to 
demigods  by  tiK>se  of  their  own  party.  I  am  called 
Parricide,  Blood-thirsty  Usurper,  abeady,  for  shedding 
the  blood  of  one  man,  that  the  plague  might  be  stayed— 
or  as  Achan  was  slain  that  Israel  might  ^reafter  stand 
against  the  face  of  their  enemies.  Nevertheless,  who 
lias  spoke  unto  me  gracbusly  since  that  high  deed  ? 
Those  who  acted  in  the  matter  with  me  are  wiUing  that  1 
should  be  the  scape-goat  of  atonement— -4hose  who  look* 
ed  on  and  helped  not,  hear  themselves  now  as  if  they  bad 
been  borne  down  by  violence  ;  and  while  I  looked  thai 
they  should  shout  applause  on  me,  because  of. the  victory 
of  Worcester,  whereof  the  Lord  had  made  me  .the. poor 
instrument,  they  took  aside  to  say,  '  Ha  !  ha  !  the  King- 
killer,  the  I\irric]de^-«soon  shall  his  place  be  made  deso- 
late.'-^TruIy  it  is  a  great  thing,  Gilbert  Pearson,  to  be 
lifted  abbve  die  nnititiiide!  i  but  wdnen  onre  feeleth  that  his 
exaltation  is  rather  hailed  with  hate  and  "scora  than  with 
love  and  reverence — in  sooth,  it  is  still  a  hard  matter  for  a 
mild,  tc?fHlrr  coi^.srionced,  infirm  spirit  to  bear — and  God 
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to  ffiy  wiiukt^,  tfaia  radier  tbao'dn  Am  nev^  fieedi  I WWM 
shed  my  cmn  best  tteart's^bbod  in  a  piAcfaed  fieldf  MiraiNfcy 
against  oDe."  Here  be  fett  into  a  flood  of  t^rsi  wb!m 
im  9&menme^  was  wont  to  do.  This  extroiiiUy  of  emo- 
tkm  wai  of  a  an^lar  cfaaracler^  It  was  nol  actually  ibfl 
resifltol  poHiience,  aad  far  less  that  of  absolute  bypo^ 
crisy,  but  arose  nierely  from  the  temperature  of  Aai 
remaiteiblc  man,  whose  dfeep  policy,  and  ardeot  ^thu- 
riasnt,  w«re  iatenmiigled  wiib  a  straia  of  hypoek^ri^ 
«eal  pa^skm,  which  o^n  kd  him  to  exhibit  ficiened  of  this 
sort,  though  seldom,  as  now,  when  he  was  called  to  the 
eacecDrtioti  of  great  undertakings. 

Pearson,  weB  acqiwiaited  as  be  wa*  with  Ae  peci*^ 
K«it4tie«  of  his'  General,  was  baffled  and  confowjd€4  by 
Ais  fit  of  bwitatioB  and  eootritbn,  by  which  bis  ^ol^- 
prizing  spirit  appeared  to  be  so  suddenly  |»raly^§d^ 
After  n  itiQraent^s  sSenee,  he  said,  with  some  dryness  of 
iMDiier,  ^  M  this  be  the  case,  it  is  a  pily  yowf  EyceU^ 
ey  eeme  hither.  Corporal  Humgudgeon  sfld  I,  m 
mmtest  «int  and  greater  sinner  in  your  army,  hftd  dow 
the  deed,  and  divided  the  guilt  and  -One  bomwr  b^wi*t 

*♦  Ha !"  swd  Cromwell,  as  if  touched  to  jhe  qyick 
<f  wocdd'st  thou  take  the  prey  from  the  lion  ?" 

"  If  the  lion  behaves  like  a  village  cur,"  said  Pearson 
fcoidly,  **  who  now  barks  and  seems  as  if  be  would  tear 
all  to  pieces,  and  now  flies  from  a  raised  stick  or  a  stone, 
I  kflolw  not  why  I  should  fear  him.  If  Lambert  had 
»een  here,  Aere   had  been  les*  speaking   and   more 


action  '* 


^*  Lambert?  What  of  Lambert  ?"  said  Cromwell,  very 

*  ^  Only,"  said  Pearson,  «  that  I  lopg  since  beaitated 
whether  I  sboold  foHow  yomr  Excellency  or  him— and  I 
begin  to  beunoertaiii whether Ihave  nwkde  the  beat  choice, 

that's  alL"  „   .         .      , 

"  Lambert  !"  exclaimed  Cromwell  mp^U^ntly,  yet 
<softe«^ne4tts  ywc8>lest  he  showW  be  o^erJieard  deacai^ting 
on  the  character  of  his  rival,^  -  What  b  Lainborl  ?--a 
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taUp-AuM^g  feBow,  vAiom  nature  mtended  for  a  Dutdi 
gardeoer  at  Delft  or  Rotterdam.  UDgrateful  as  thou  art, 
wbat  could  Lambert  have  done  for  thee  ?" 

**  He  would  not,"  answered  Pearson,  ^>  bare  stood 
here  hesitatiag  before  a  looked  door,  wbaa  fortune  pr^ 
seoted  the  means  of  securing,  bjr.one  blow,  bis  own 
fortune,  and  that  of  all  who  followed  him." 

<<  Thou  art  right,  Gilbert  Pearson,"  said  Cromwell, 
grasping  his  officer's  hand,  and  strongly  pressing  iu 
"  Be  the  half  of  this  bold  attempt  thine,  whether  the 
reckoning  be  on  earth  or  heaven." 

*'  Be  the  whole  of  it  mine  hereafter,"  said  Pearson, 
hardily,  *<  so  your  Excellency  have  the  advantage  of  it 
upon  earth.  Step  back  to  the  rear  till  I  force  the  door 
— there  may  be  danger,  if  despair  induce  tb^n  to  make 
a  desperate  sally." 

^  And  if  they  do  sally,  is  there  one  of  my  ironsidos 
who  fears  fire  or  steel  less  than  myself  ?"  said  the  Gene- 
ral. ''  Let  ten  of  the  most  determined  men  follow  us, 
two  with  balberts,  two  with  petronels,  the  others  with 
pistols — ^Let  all  their  arms  be  loaded,  and  fire  without 
hesitation,  if  there  is  any  attempt  to  resist  or  to  sally  forth 
-—Let  Corporal  Huragudgeon  be  with  them,  and  do  thou 
remain  here,  and  watch  against  escape,  as  thou  would'sC 
watch  for  thy  salvation." 

The  General  then  struck  at  the  door  with  the  hilt  of  bis 
sword-— at  first  with  a  single  blow  or  two,  then  with  a 
reverberation  of  strokes  that  made  the  aoeient  building 
ring  again.  This  noisy  summons  was  repeated  once  or 
twice  without  producing  the  least  efiTect. 
.  "What can  this  mean?"  said  Cromwell;  "they  can 
not  surely  have  fled,  and  left  the  house  empty  ?" 

"  No,"  replied  Pearson,  "  I  will  entire  you  against 
that;  but  your  {Excellency  strikes  so  fiercely,  you  allow 
no  time  for  an  answer.  Hark  !  I  hear  the  baying  of  a 
hound,  and  the  voice  of  a  man  who  is  quieting  him— - 
Shall  we  break  in  at  once,  or  hold  parley  ?" 

"  I  will  speak  to  them  first,"  said  Cromwell—"  Hollo  1 
ulro  is  within  there  ?" 


WOODSTOCK.  ^2^9 

^  Who  is  it  inquires  ?*^  answered  Sir  Henry  Lee  from 
he  interior ;  "  or  what  want  you.  here  at  this  dead  hour  ?" 

"We  come  by  warrant  ofahe  Comtnonwealth  of 
England,^  said  the  General. 

"  I  must  see  your  warrant  ere  I  undo  either  bolt  or 
latch,"  replied  the  Knight ;  "  we  are  enough  of  us  to  make 
good  the  castle :  neither  I  nor  my  feDows  will  deliver  it 
up  but  upon  good  quarter  and  conditions  ;  and  we  will 
not  treat  for  these  save  in  fair  daylight." 

"  Since  you  wilt  not  yield  to  our  right,  you  roust  try  our 
might,"  replied  Cromwell.  "  Look  to  yourselves  with- 
in, the  door  will  be  in  the  midst  of  you  in  five  minutes." 

"  Look  to  yourselves  without,"  replied  the  stout-heart- 
ed Sir  Henry  ;  "  we  will  pour  our  shot  upon  you,  if 
you  attempt  the  least  violcfhce." 

But,  alas  !  while  he  assumed  this  bold  language,  his 
whole  garrison  consisted  of  two  poor  terrified  women  ; 
for  his  son,  in  conformity  with  the  plan  which  they  had 
fixed  upon,  had  withdrawn  from  the  hall  into  the  secret 
recesses  of  the  palace. 

**  What  can  tliey  be  doing  now,  sir  .?"  said  Phoebe  ; 
hearfng  a  noise  as  it  were  of  a  carpenter  turning  sciew-nails, 
mixed  with  a  low  buzz  of  men  talking. 

"  They  are  fixing  a  petard,"  said  the  Knight,  with  great 
composure.  "  I  have  noted  thee  for  a  clever  wench, 
Phoebe,  and  I  will  explain  it  to  thee  :  Tis  a  metal  pot, 
shaped  much  like  one  of  the  roguish  knaves^  own  sugar- 
loaf  hats,  supposing  it  had  narrower  brims — it  is  charged 
with  some  few  pounds  of  fine  gunpowder.     Then*-       " 

"  Gracious  !  we  shall  be  all  blown  up  !"  exclaimed 
Phoebe — the  word  gunpowder  being  the  only  one  which 
she  understood  in  the  Knight's  description. 

**  Not  a  bit,  foolish  girl.  Pack  old  dame  Jelficot  into 
the  embrasure  of  yonder  window,"  said  the  Knight,  "on 
that  side  of  the  door  ;  and  we  will  ensconce  ourselves 
'on  this,  and  we  shall  have  time  to  finish  my  expfcnation, 
for  they  have  bungling  engineers.      We  bad  a  clever 
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Fi«och  fellow  at  Ntwitfk  worid  l^nr^  -dooe  Um  job  u 
the  firing  of  a  pi^toL" 

Tbey  bad  scarce  got  into  tbe  place  of  security,  when 
the  Kuight  proceeded  with  bi^  despriptioo* — ^^  The  pe- 
tard being  formed,  as  I  tell  you,  is  secured  with  a  thick 
a«d  strong  piece  of  plank,  termed  tbe  madrier,  and  the 
wliole  being  suspended,  or  rather  secured  against  the  gate 
to  be  forced^But  thou  mindest  me  not  f " 

^'  How  can  I,  Sir  Henry,"  she  said,  ^^  within  reach  of 
such  a  thing  as  you  speak  off — O  Lord  !  I  shall  go  mad 
with  very  terror — we  shall  be  crushed — blown  up — in  a 
few  minutes !" 

'^  We  are  secure   from  the  explosion,"   replied  the 
Knight,  gravely,  ^*  which  will  operate  chiefly  in  a  forward 
direction  into  the  middle  of  tbe  chamber ;  and  from  any 
fragments  that  may  Ay  laterally,  we  are  sufficiently  secur 
ed  by  this  deep  embrasure." 

^<  But  tbey  will  slay  us  when  they  enter,"  said  Phfle^. 

'<  They  will  give  thee  fair  quarter,  wench,"  -said  Sir 
Henry  ;  "  and  if  I  do  not  bestow  a  brace  of  balls  on  that 
rogue  engineer,  it  is  becaui^  I  wo^ld  not  incur  tbe  pen- 
alQ"  inflicted  by  martial  law,  which  condeinns  to  tbe'edg^ 
of  the  sword  all  persons  who  attempt  to  defend  an  unten- 
able post«  Not  that  I  think  tbe  rigour  of  the  law  eould 
reach  Dame  Jellicot  or  thyself,  Phoebe,  considering  that 
you  carry  no  arms.  If  Alice  had  been  here  she  might 
indeed  have  done  somewhat,  for  she  can  use  a  birding- 
piece." 

Pbmbe  might  have  appealed  to  her  own  deeds  of  that 
day,  as  more  allied  to  feats  of  melee  and  battle,  than  any 
wbleb  her  young  lady  ever  acted  ;  but  she  was  in  an  agoay 
of  inexpressible  terror,  expecting,  from  the  Knight's  ac- 
count of  the  petard,  some  dreadful  catastrophe,  of  what 
nature  she  did  not  jusdy  understand,  notwithstanding  his 
liberal  communication  on  the  subject, 

*<  Tbey  are  strangely  awkward  at  it,"  said  Sir  Henry ; 
"  little  Boutirlln  would  have  blown  the  bouse  up  before 
now. — Ah  !    he  is  a  fellow  would  take  the  earth  like  a 


rAM>)t->— if  )i6  h«d  beea  faere/^nerer  majr  I  ^r  bm  ke 

would  have  countermined  them  ere  pow,  and 


.  Tis  sport  to  have  the  engineer 


Hoist  with  his  own  petard,'' 

as  our  immortal  Sbaki^peare  has  it." 

'^  Ob,  Ixnrd  !  the  poor  mad  old  gentleman,"  thought 
Pbosbe — "  Oh,  sir,  had  you  not  better  leave  alone  play- 
book$r  ^^  think  of  your  end  ?"  uttered  she  aloud,  in 
abeer  terror  and  ve^tion  of  spirit. 

'^  If  I  bad  not  mad^  up  my  mind  to  thai  many  days 
since,"  answered  the  Knight,  '^  I  bad  not  now  met  jhis 
hour  with  a  fr^  bosom-— 

''  As  gentle  and  as  Je(»nd  aft  to  fesi, 
Go  1 14>  deatb^^tntlh  hath  a  quiet  breaat*'' 

As  he  spokey  a  broad  glare  of  light  flashed  from  without 
through  the  windows  of  the  hall,  and  betwixt  the  strong 
kon  stanchions  with  which  they  were  secured — a  broad 
discoloured  light  it  was,  which  shed  a  red  and  dusky  illu- 
mination on  the  old  armour  and  weapons,  as  if  it  had 
been  the  reflection  of  a  conflagration.  Phoebe  scream- 
ed aloud,  and  forgetful  of  reverence  in  the  moment  of 
passion,  clung  close  to  the  Knight's  cloak  and  arm,  while 
Dame  Jellicot,  from  her  solitary  niche,  having  the  use 
of  her  eyes,  though  bereft  of  her  hearing,  yelled  like  an 
owl  when  the  moon  breaks  out  suddenly, 

"  Take  care,  good  Phoebe,"  said  the  Knight ;  "  you 
will  prevent  my  using  mj  weapon  if  you  hang  upon  me 
thus. — Tbe  buftg^g  fools  cannot  fix  their  petard  withoMt 
the  use  of  tor^^hes  !  Now  let  me  take  tbe  advantage  of 
this  interval.'^Remember  what  I  toU  thee,  and  bow  to 
put  off  tirae^" 

**  Oh,  JLiOrd-^ay,  sir,"  said  Phoebe,  "  I  will  say  any* 
thing.  Oh  Lord,  that  it  wtere  but  over  ! — ^Ab  !  iih  !— 
(two  prolonged  ac^ ei^ms) — 1  bear  something  hissing  like 
t  serpent." 

"  It  is  the  fuse,  U9  we  martialists  call  it,"  replied  the 
Knight ;    ^^  that  is^  Phosbe,  tbe  match  which  ^es  the 
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•etanly  and  which  is  longer  or  sborteri  according  to  the 
distance"—— 

Here  the  Knight's  discorurse  was  cut  short  by  a  dread 
ful  explosion,  which,  as  he  had  Foretold,  shattered  the 
door,  strong  as  it  was,  to  pieces  and  brought  down  the 
glass  clattering  from  the  windows,  with  all  the  painted 
heroes  and  heroines,  who  had  been  recorded  on  that 
fragile  place  of  memory  for  centuries.  The  women 
shrieked  incessantly,  and  were  answered  by  the  bellow- 
ing of  Bevis,  though  shut  up  at  a  distance  from  the  scene 
of  action.  The  Knight,  shaking  Phoebe  from  him  with 
difficulty,  advanced  into  the  hall  to  meet  those  who  rash- 
ed  in,  with  torches  lighted,  and  weapons  prepared. 

^^  Death  to  all  who  resist — Ufe  to  those  who  surren- 
der !"  exclaimed  Cromwell,  stamping  with  his  foot. 
"  Who  commands  this  garrison  ?" 

"  Sir  Henry  Lee  of  Ditchley,"  answered  the  old 
Knight,  stepping  forward,  ^*  who,  having  no  other  garrison 
than  two  weak  women,  is  compelled  to  submit  to  what  he 
would  willingly  have  resisted." 

*'  Disarm  the  inveterate  and  malignant  rebel,"  cried 
Oliver.  **  Art  thou  not  ashamed,  sir,  to  detain  me  before 
the  door  of  a  house  which  you  had  no  force  to  defend  ? 
Wearest  thou  so  white  a  beard,  and  knowest  thou  not, 
that  to  refuse  surrendering  an  indefensible  post,  by  the 
martial  law,  deserves  hanging  ?" 

"  My  beard  and  I,"  said  Sir  Henry,  "  have  settled  that 
matter  between  us,  and  agree  right  cordially.  It  is 
better  to  run  the  risk  of  being  hanged,  like  honest  meui 
than  to  give  up  our  trust  like  cowards  and  traitors." 

"  Ha  !  say'st  thou  f"  said  Cromwell  ;  "  thoo  hast 
powerful  motives,  I  doubt  not,  for  running  thy  bead  into 
a  noose.  But  I  will  speak  with  thee  by  and  by. — Ho  ! 
Pearson,  Gilbert  Pearson,  take  this  scroll — ^Take  the 
elder  woman  with  thee — ^Let  her  guide  you  to  the  various 
places  therein  mentioned — Search  every  room  therein  set 
down,  and  ai^rest,  or  slay  upon  the  slightest  resistance, 
whomsoever  you  find  there.  Then  note  those  places 
"narked  as  commanding  points  for  cutting  off  intercourse 


ihroagb  tbe  mansion — the  landing-places  of  the  great 
Haircase,  the  great  gallerj,  and  so  forth.  Use  the 
woman  cmlly.      Tbe  fdan  annexed  to  the  scroll  will 

Clint  out  the  posts,  even  if  she  prove  stupid  or  refractdrjr. 
ean while,  the  corporal,  with  a' party  will  bring  the  old 
man  and  tbe  girl  there  to  some  apartment — tbe  parlour,  I 
think,  called  Tictor  Lee's,  will  do  as  well  as  another* 
We  will  then  be  out  of  this  stifling  smell  of  gunpowder." 

So  saying,  and  without  requiring  any  further  assistance 
or  guidance,  he  walked  towards  the  apartment  he  had 
named.  Sir  Henry  had  his  own  feelings,  when  he  saw 
'  die  unhesitating  decision  with  which  tbe  General  led  the 
way,  and  which  seemed  to  intimate  a  more  complete  ac^ 
quaintance  with  tbe  various  localities  of  Woodstock  than 
was  consistent  with  bis  own  present  design,  to  engage  tbe 
Commonwealth  party  in  a  fruitless  search  through  the 
intricacies  of  the  Lodge. 

"  I  will  now  ask  thee  a  few  questions,  old  man,"  said 
the  General,  when  they  had  arrived  in  tbe  room  ;  "  and 
I  warn  thee,  that  hope  of  pardon  for  thy  many  and  per- 
severing efforts  against  the  Commonwealth,  can  be  no 
otherwise  merited  than  by  the  most  direct  answers  to  the 
questions  I  am  about  to  ask." 

Sir  Henry  bowed.  He  would  have  spoken,  but  he 
felt  his  temper  rising  high,  and  became  afraid  it  might  be 
eiihausted  before  the  part  be  had  settled  to  play,  in  or-* 
der  to  afford  the  King  time  for  bis  escape,  should  be 
brought  to  an  end. 

-  "  What  household  have  you  had  here,  Sir  Henry  Lee, 
within  these  few  days — what  guests — what  visiters  ?  We 
know  that  your  means  of  housekeeping  are  not  so  profuse 
^  usual,  so  the  catalogue  cannot  be  burdensome  to  your 
memory. 

"  Far  from  it,"  replied  the  Knight,  with  unusual  com- 
mand of  temper  ;  ."  my  daughter,  and  latterly  my  son» 
have  been  my  guests  ;    and  I  have  had  these  females« 
and  one  Joceline  Jolifie,  to  attend  upon  us." 
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**  I  ^  not  ask  after  the  reguhur  nenabeti  d( 
household,  but  after  those  who  have  been  iritlaa 
gates,  either  as  guests,  or  as  malignant  hptares  taiaag 
shelter  ?** 

**  There  maj  hame  beeii  more  of  both  kiod%  sir^  dnul 
I,  if  it  please  your  valour,  am  able  to  answer  for/*  replmA 
the  Knights  ^^  I  remember  my  kinsman*  Evetard  wall 
here  one  morning — Also,  I  bethink  me,  a  follower  of  bif^ 
called  Wildrake." 

^*  Did  you  not  also  receire  a  young  eavalier,  daileil 
Louis  Gamegey  ?"  said  Cromwell* 

^  I  remember  no  such  name,  were  I  ti>  bang  for  iiy** ' 
said  the  Knight. 

^*  Kemeguy,  or  some  such  word,"  said  the  General  ( 
^  we  will  not  quarrel  for  a  sound." 

**  A  Scotch  lad,  called  Louis  Kemeguy,  was  a  gueal  of 
mine,"  said  Sir  Henry,  **  and  left  me  this  mornii^  (or 
Dorsetshire." 

"  So  late  !"  exclaimed  Cromwell,  stamping  with  bis 
foot—"  How  fate  contrives  to  baffle  us,  even  when  she 
seems  most  favourable  ! — ^What  direction  did  he  take, 
old  mui  ?"  continued  Cromwell — "  what  horse  did  he 
ride — who  went  with  him  f^ 

*^  My  son  went  with  him,"  replied  the  Knight ;  "  he 
brought  him  here  as  the  son  of  a  Scottish  lord.— -I  pray 
you,  sir,  to  be  finished  with  these  questions ;  for  altfaou^ 
I  owe  thee,  tfTWill  Shakspeare  says, 

'  Raipeet  Ibr  thy  gnat  place,  «ad  let  the  devil 
Be  sometimes  honour'd  for  his  baniiii§^  throne/— 

yet  I  feel  my  patience  wearing  thin." 

Cromwell  here  whispered  to  the  corporal,  who  in  turn 
uttered  orders  to  two  soldiers,  who  left  the  room. 
'^  Place  the  Knight  aside  ;  we  will  now  examine  the 
servant  damsel,"  said  the  General. — "  Dost  thou  know," 
said  he  to  Phcebe,  "  of  the  presence  of  one  Louis  Keme- 
guy, calling  himself  a  Scotcli  page,  who  came  here  a  few^ 
days  since  f** 


W<ieD»TOCK. 
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^'SpwSyV  Sir,*  «b«  i^fllM.  «  I  cannot  easily  forget 
Um^'itiKll  wmrratti  fio  weH-tooking  wench  that  com^s 
IS    lib  wttf  t«ftt  be  like  to  forget  httn  either.'' 

"  Aha,"  said  Cromwell,  "  say'st  thou  so  ?  truly  I  be* 
Geve  ttf0  vH^mm'Pt\)\  prove  tfte  trucfr  wrtness-^When  did 
be  leairtt  this  bouse  ?" 

**  Nay,  i  know  nothing  of  his  movements,  not  I,"  said 
Phc6be>  '*  I  am  orily  glad  to  keep  out  of  his  way.  But 
if  he  have  actually  gone  hence,  I  am  sure  he  was  here 
some  two  hours  since,  for  he  crossed  me  in  the  lower  pas- 
sage, between  the  half  and  the  kitchen." 

"  How  did  you  know  it  was  he  f"  demanded  Crom- 
well. 

"  By  a  rude  enough  token,"  said  Phoebe — "  La,  sir, 
you  do  ask  such  questions  !"  she  added,  hanging  down 
her  bead. 

HuiBgudgeon  here  interfered,  faking  upon  himself  the 
freedom  of  a  coadjutor.  "  Verily,"  he  said,  "  if  what 
the  damsel  is  called  to  speak  upon  hath  ought  unseemly, 
I  crare  your  Excellency's  permission  to  withdraw,  not 
desiring  that  my  nightly  meditations  may  be  disturbed 
with  tales  of  such  a  nature." 

"  Nay,  your  honour,"  said  Phoebe,  I  scorn  the  old 
nvao's  words,  in  the  way  of  seemliness  or  unseemliness 
eidier.  Master  Louis  did  but  snatch  a  kiss,  that  is  the 
truth  of  it,  if  it  must  be  told." 

Here  Humgudgeon  groaned  deeply,  while  his  Excel 
lenfcy  avoided  laughing  with  some  difficulty.  **  Thou 
hftsf  giveti  excellent  tokens,  Phoebe,"  he  said  ;  "  and  if 
they  be  true,  as  I  think  they  seem  to  be,  thou  shalt  not 
laek  thy  reward.— And  here  comes  our  spy  fifom  the 
staUes.** 

"  There  are  not  the  least  signs,"  said  the  trooper, 
"tbut  horses  have  been  in  the  stables  for  a  month — there 
is  no  litter  in  the  stalls,  no  hay  in  the  racks,  the  corn-binns 
are  empty,  and  the  mangers  are  full  of  cobwebs." 

"  Ay,  ay,"  said  the  old  Knight,  "  I  have  seen  when 
[  kept  twenty  good  tiorses  in  these  stalls,  wilh  many  a 
groom  amd  st&ble-*boy  to  attend  them  " 
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.  "  Id  the  mewnwhile,"  ssid  QpQmmeB^  <<  timr  present 
^te  talk  little  for  the  truth  o£  jrotur  owQi  01017,  thatlhem 
were  horses  to-day,  00  which  this  Keroegmy  aodyottr  son 
fled  from  justice." 

*'  I  did  not  say  that  the. horses  were  kept  there,"  said 
the  Knight.     '^  I  have  horses  and  stables  elsetvhece." 

^*  Fie,  fie,  for  shame,  for  shame  !"  said  the  General ; 
<<  can  a  wbite^hearded  man,  1  ask  it  once  moce,  be  a 
false  witness  .'^" 

'<  Faith,  sir,"  said  Sir  Henry  Lee,  **  it  is  a  thriving 
trade,  and  I  wonder  not  that  you  who  live  on  it  are  so 
severe  in  prosecuting  ipterlppers.  But  it  is  the  times, 
and  those  who  rule  the  times,  that  make  grey-beards  de»» 
ceivers*" 

"  Thou  art  facetious,  friend,  as  well  as  daring,  in  thy 
malignancy,"  said  Cromwell ;  "  but  credit  me,  I  will 
cry  quittance  with  you  ere  I  am  done.  Whereunto  lead 
these  doors  ?" 

'*  To  bed-rooms,"  answered  the  Knight. 

'<  Bed-rooms !  only  to  bed-rooms  f "  said  the  Republi- 
can General,  in  a  voice  which  indicated,  such  was  the 
internal  occupation  of  his  thoughts,  that  he  had  not  fully 
understood  the  answer. 

''  Lord,  sir,"  said  the  Knight,  "  why  should  you  make 
tt  so  strange  ?  I  say  these  doors  lead  to  bed-rooms — to 
places  where  honest  men  sleep,  and  rogues  lie  awake." 

''  Yeu  are  running  up  a  farther  account,  Sir  Henry," 
said  the  General ;  *<  but  we  will  balance  it  once  and  for  all." 

During  the  whole  of  this  scene,  Cromwell,  whatever 
might  bq  the  internal  uncertainty  of  his  mind,  maintain- 
ed the  most  strict  temperance  in  language  and  manner, 
just  as  if  be  had  no  farther  interest  in  what  was  passing, 
than  as  a  military  man  employed  in  discharging  the  duty 
enjoined  him  by  his  superiors.  But  the  restraint  upon 
his  passion  was  but 

'  The  torrent^f  flmoo(hiie«  er»  it  dash  bek>w.'» 

*  But  mortal  pleasure,  what  art  thou  in  truth  1 
The  torrent'!  tnoodhnett  eve  it  dash  betow. 


'  Tbecoiifseof  bis  resbhiricffi  was  homed  oaev^n  more 
forcibly,  because  no  violence  of*  expresiMon  atteodfed  of 
announced'  its  ouirent.  He  threw  bimself  inta  a  cfaair, 
with  a  countenance  that  indicated  no  tndecisioB  of  mind^ 
but  a  determination  which  awaited  onlj  the  signal  for 
action.  Meanwhile  the  Knight,  as  if  resdlved  in  notboig 
to  forego  the  privileges  of  his  rank  and  place,  sat  bim^if 
down  in  turn,  and  putting  on  bis  hat  wbicb  lay  on  a  table, 
regarded  the  General  with  a  cahp  fook  of  feariess  indi^ 
fereiice.  The  soldiers  stood  around,  some  holding  the 
torches,  which  illuminated  the  apartment  with  a  lurid  and 
sombre  glare  of  light,  the  <ytl)ers' renting  upon  tfaeir  wea- 
pons. Phoebe,  with  her  hands  folded,  her  eyes  turned 
upwards  rill  the  pupils  w^re  scarce  visible,  and  every 
shade  of  colour  trabishedfn(!»M  her  ruddy  cheeky  etood .'like 
one  in  immediate  apprehension  of  the  sentence  of  death 
being  pronounced,  and  instant  execution  comknaaded. 

Heavy  steps  were  at  last  heard^  and  Pearson  and  isome 
of  the  soldiers  returned.  This  seemed  to  be  what  Crom- 
well waited  for.  He  started  up,  and  asked  hastily, 
'*  Any  news,  Pearson  f  any  prtsooers^-Hany  malignaals 
slain  inf  thy  defence  ?** 

"  None,  so  please  your  Excellency ,"  answeredthe  officer. 

**  And  are  thy  sentinels  all  carefully  placed,*  as  Tom- 
Idii^'  is^roll  gave  direction,  and  with  fitting  ^deraj" 

**  With  the  most  deliberate  care,''  said  Pearson. 

*'  Art  thou  very  sure,"  said  Cromwell,  pulliag  him  a 
little  to  one  sid^,  *^  that  this  is  all  well  and  duly  cared  fori' 
Bethink  thee,  that  wlien  wfe  engage  ourselves  in  the  priv- 
ate communications,  all  will  be  lost  should  the  party  we 
kok  for  have  the  means  of  dodging  us  by  an  eseape  into 
the  more  open  rooms,  and  from  thence  perhaps'  into  the 
forest.'* 

"  My  Lord  General,"  answered  Pearson,  "  if  placing 
the  guards  on  the  places  pointed  out  in  this  scroll  be  suf- 
ficient, with  the  strictest  orders  to  stop,  and,  if  necessary, 
to  stab  or  shoot,  whoever  crosses  their  post,  such  orders 
are  given  to  men  who  will  not  fail  to  execute  them*  If 
more  is  necessary,  your  Excellency  has  only  to  speak«' 


fiast  «bM  uieUi^«*--Thi9  oigbtev^i  and  let  n^ad  bat  its  we 
hop^  tiif  rewatd  shall  not  be  awaAiiag*— rAod  now  to 
liiiBhieM.<HH^r  Henry  Lee,  ikkIo  m^  the  secret  spriu^  of 
f6nA&r  ptclnre  of  your  aneeator-^Nayy  spare  yourself  die 
trouble  afid  guilt  of  falsehood  of  equirocatiooi  and,  I  say, 
ilodoifiie  that  spring  preseatly." 

*^  When  I  aeiuKHriodge  yoiu  fiH'  my  master,  and  wear 
your  Krery,  1  may  obey  your  Commands,"  answered  the 
Knight  I  ''evea  then  I  would  need  first  iq  understand 
the»." 

<^  Wettch,"  d^aid  Cromvril,  addressing  Phoebe,  '*  go 
thov  uiMioihe  flprtog'^^ou  could  dp  it.  fast  enough  when 
yoa  aided  at  the.  garoboU  of  tbe  demons  of  Woodstock, 
and  temped  «76Q  Mark  Everard,  whp,  I  judged,  had 
more  senseJ^ 

*'  Ok,  Lord,  sir,  what  shall  I  do  ?"  said  Phcebe, 
looking  to  tbe  Knight  ;  *'  they  know  all  about  it.  What 
shaUldo?" 

*^  For  tby  life,  hold  out  to  th0.  last,  wench  !  Eirery 
ammte  is  worth-a  million*'' 

"  Ha  !  heard  you  that,  Pearson  ?"  said  CrprQwell  to 
tbe  oftter  ;  tbes  staeaping  witb  his  foot,  he  added, 
^  Ubdo  tbe  spring,  or  I  ifjrilt  else  use  lever$  and  wrencb- 
ing-irons*^Or,  ha  1^— anotber  petard  were  wedil  besto^fod 
—Call  tbe  engineer.^' 

"  Ob,  Lord,  air,"  cried  Phoebe,  "  I  shall  never  live 
anoAer    peter  ■  >       I  will  open  the  spring." 

••  Do  as  thou  wilt,"  said  Sir  Henry  5 . "  it  shall  profit 
them  bqt  tttfle." 

Whether  from  real  agitation^  or  firom  a  desire  to  ^ain 
time,  Pb<ebe  was  sone  <miniite«(  ere  she  could  get  the 
spring  to  open  ;  it  was,  indeed,  secured  with  art,a|)d  the 
machinery  on  whicb  it  acted  was  cosiceafed  in  t^e  frame 
of  the  portrait.  The  wbole,  when  fastened,  appeared 
quite  motionless,  and  betrayed,  as  when  examined  by 
Cofenel  Everard,  no  external  mark  of  its  beiqg  possible 
^o  remove  it.  It  was  now  withdrawn,  however,  aijio 
•bowed  a  earrow  recess,  with  steps  which  ascend^  on 


4ii9W  Uk^  «  greybouiid  dipped  from  4be  lea^  wilJi  tlie 
prey  in  fuU  i?iew.— «'  Up,"  be  cried,  "  Pearseni  tbcNi 
art  awiAer  tbed  I— «U{i  tbou  neKt.  oorporal."  Wiib  more 
agilily  Umiq  eooU  have  been  estpectad  fvom  bis  person 
0€  yemrs^  whiob  were  pact  tbe  meridiao  of  life,  and  e&- 
clainuogi  *^  Before  those  ivjth  the  iorcl>es  l"  be  foUowed 
the  party,  like  as  eager  bumsmau  m  the  rear  of  bie 
bounds^  to  enoourage  at  ao^ie  aod  direct  tben^  as  they 
peoetraled  ibIo  tbe  fabyriulb  de^itibed  by  Doctor  Rocbe- 
cliffe  ID  tbe  f<  Wonders  of  Woodaioiek." 


CHAPTER  XVL 

The  KiDd,  dwrefim,  for  bis  dtfonoe, 

Against  the  furious  Queeu, 
At  Woodstock  buf  l<lled  such  a  bower, 

As  never  yet  was  seen. 
MmC  ottrioMly  thsit  boMPW  'was  built, 

OfttaQe-anltinibPrfaDag;      . 
An  handred  and  fii\y  dooi^ 

Did  to  this  bower  belong  : 
And  they  so  cunningly  contrived, 

With  turnings  robbd  about, 
TlMit  mme  but  wkh  a  elew  vi  thread 

CaMta^&tiaot  oat: 

BtUltdof  Fmr  Hfimmmd. 

The  tradition  of  the  country^  as  well  as  some  historical 
evidence,  confirnaed  the  opinioo  that  there  existed^  withio 
the  old  Royal  Lodge  at  Woodstodk,  a  lahyrinth,  or  coo-^ 
nected  series  of  subterraneai;!  passages,  built  chiefly  hy 
Henry  II.,  for  the  security  of  his  mistreasi  Rosamond 
Clifibrd,  from  the  jealousy  of  his  Queen,  the  celebrated 
Eleanor.  Doctor  RocheclifTe,  indeed,  in  one  of  those 
fits  of  contradiction  with  which  antiijuariesare  sometimes 
seized,  was  bold  enouoch  to  dispute  the  alleged  j>ur^S9 


MO 

•f  die pOTpleMd  niMe  of  roomsaod psatligwiwkb  uKiih 
the  walls  of  tbe  ancient  palace  were  perforated  ;  but  «<ie 
fact  wias  undeniable^  that  in  raising  the  fabric  dome  Nor- 
man architect  had  exerted  the  otmost  of  tbe  compKeated 
art|  which  ibey  have  often  ahown  elaewhere,  in  creatiojg 
eecret  passages,  and  chaoibers  of  retreat  and  ooriceat- 
•roent.  There  were  stairs,  which  were  aset^ded  merely, 
as  it  seemed,  for  tbe  purpose  of  descending  agiain^-- 
passages  which,  after  tutHoing-aod  wiadk^  for  a  consideva- 
Me  way,  re^nm^d  to  the-  f^ce  where  they  set  oat-^ther|3 
were  trap-doors  and  hatchways,  panels  and  portcullises. 
Although  Oliver  was  assisted  by  a  sort  of  ground-plan, 
made  out  and  transmitted  by  Joseph  Tomkins,  whose 
former  employment  in  Doctor  Rocbecliffe's  service  had 
made  him  fully  acquaintecl  with  the  place,  it  was  found 
imperfect ;  and,  moreover,  the  most  serious  obstacles 
to  their  progress  oocurred  in  the  shape  of  strong  doors, 

party-walls,  and  iron  gates so  that  the  party  blundered 

on  in  tbe  dark,  ancertain  whether  they  were  not  going 
farther  from,  rather  than  approaching^  the  extremity  of 
the  labyrinth.  They  were  obliged  to  send  for  mechan- 
ics, with  sledge-hammers  and  other  instruments,  to  force 
one  or  two  of  those  doors,  which  resisted  all  other  means 
of  undoing  them.  Labouring  along  in  ^ese  dusky  pas- 
sages, where,  from  time  to  time,  they  were  like  to  be 
choked  by  the  dust  which  their  acts  of  violence  excited, 
the  soldiers  were  obliged  to  be  relieved  ofteneir  than  once, 
and  the  bulky  Corporal  Grace-be-bere  himself  puffed 
and  blew  like  a  grampus  that  has  got  into  shoal  water. 
Cromwell  alone  continued  with  unabated  zeal,  to  push 
on  his  researches — ^to  encourage  the  soldiers,  ,by  the 
exhortations  which  they  best  understood,  against  fainting 
for  lack  of  faith— and  to  secure,  by  sentinels  at  prope? 
places,  possession  of  the  ground  which  they  had  already 
explored.  His  acute  and  observing  eye  detected,  with 
a  sneering  smile,  the  cordage  and  machinery  by  which 
Jie  bed  of  poor  Desborough  bad  been  inverted,  and 
several  remains  of  die  various  disguises,  as  well  as  pri- 
vate modes  of  access,  by  which  Desborough,  Bletson, 


•ad  Harrison,  had  been  previously  imposed  upon.  He 
pointed  them  out  to  Pearson,  with  no  farther  comment 
than  was  implied  in  the  exclamation,  <^  The  simple 
fools  !" 

But  his  assistants  began  to  lose  heart  and  be  discour- 
aged, and  required  all  tus  spirit  to  raise  theirs.  He  then 
called  their  attention  to  voices  which  they  seemed  to 
bear  before  them,  and  urged  these  as  evidence  that  they 
were  moving  on  the  track  of  some  enemy  of  the  Com- 
monweal, who,  for  the  execution  of  his  malignant  plots, 
had  retreated  into  these  extraordinary  fastnesses. 

The  spirhs  of  the  men  became  at  last  downcast,  not- 
withstanding all  this  encouragement.  They  spoke  to 
each  other  in  whispers,  of  the  devils  of  Woodstock,  who 
might  be  all  the  while  decoying  them  forward  to  a  room 
said  to  exist  in  the  Palace,  where  the  floor,  revolving  on 
an  axis,  precipitated  those  who  entered  into  a  bottomless 
abyss.  Humgudgeon  hinted,  that  he  had  consulted  the 
Scripture  that  morning  by  way  of  lot,  and  his  fortune  had 
been  to  alight  on  the  passage,  ^^  Eutychus  fell  down  from 
the  third  loft."  The  energy  and  authority  of  Cromwell, 
however,  and  the  refreshment  of  some  food  and  strong 
waters,  reconciled  them  to  pursuing  their  task. 

Nevertheless,  with  all  their  unwearied  exertions,  morn- 
ing dawned  on  the  search  before  they  had  reached  Dr. 
Rochecliffe's  sitting  apaitment,  into  which,  after  all,  they 
obtained  entrance  by  a  mode  much  more  difficult  than 
that  which  the  doctor  himself  employed.  But  here  their 
ingenuity  was  long  at  fault.  From  the  miscellaneous 
articles  that  were  strewed  around,  and  the  preparations 
made  for  food  and  lodging,  it  seemed  they  had  gained  the 
very  citadel  of  the  labyrinth  ;  but  though  various  pas- 
sages opened  from  it,  they  all  terminated  in  places  with 
which  they  wiere  already  acquainted,  or  communicated 
with  the  other  parts  of  the  house,  where  their  own  senti- 
nels assured  them  none  had  passed.  Cromwell  remained 
long  in  deep  uncertainty,  ftieantime  he  directed  Pear- 
son to  take  charge  of  the  ciphers,  and  more  impor^^ul 
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papers  -wfaieb  kiy  on  the  table*  *<  Though  tfacnre  k  Ikde 
dieve,"  he  ^id,  ^  that  I  have  DOt  already  knowoy  by 
neans  of  Trusty  Tomdciaa — Honest  Joseph-^or  an  artful 
and  thorough-paced  agent,  the  like  of  thee  is  not  left  io 
EoghuMi." 

After  a  considerable  pause,  during  wbkh  lie  souttded 
witb  tbe  pummel  of  his  sword  almost  every  stooe  in  the 
building,  and  every  plank  on  the  floor,  the  Generri  gave 
orders  to  bring  the  old  Knight  and  Doctor  RodvecKfie 
to  the  spot,  trusting  diat  he  might  work  out  of  <l^fti  some 
explanation  of  tte  secrets  of  this  apartf»ent. 

^^  So  please  your  Excellency,  to  let  me  Io  4eal  with 
them,"  said  Pearson,  who  was  a  true  soldier  of  ibi'tune, 
aad  bad  been  a  boccanier  in  the  West  ftklies,  <<  i  think 
that,  by  a  whipcord  twitched  tight  round  their  for<eheact, 
and  twisted  atout  with  a  ptstol^rat,  I  could  make  either 
tbe  truth  start  from  their  lips,  or  the  «yes  from  their 
head." 

"  Out  upon  thee,  Pearson  !"  said  Cromwell,  with  ab- 
borrence  ;  "  we  have  no  warrant  for  such  cruelty,  neither 
as  Englishmen,  nor  Christians.  We  may  slay  malig- 
Hants  as  we  crush  noxious  animals,  but  to  torture  them 
is  a  deadly  sin  ;  for  it  is  written,  <  He  made  them  to  be 
pitied  of  those  who  carried  them  captive.'  Nay,  I  re- 
call the  order  even  for  their  examination,  trusting  that 
wisdom  will  be  granted  us  without  it  to  discover  their 
most  secret  devices." 

There  was  a  pacrse  accordingly,  duringwhich  an  idea 
seized  upon  Cromwell's  imagination—^'  ^ing  me  hith- 
er," be  sadd,  ^*  yonder  stool ;"  and  placing  it  beneath 
one  of  the  windows,  of  which  there  were  two  so  high  in 
the  wall  as  not  to  be  iiocessible  from  the  floor,  he  clam- 
bered up  into  the  entrance  of  the  window,  which  was  mx 
or  seven  feet  deep,  corresponding  with  the  thickness  of 
the  wall.  "  Come  up  hither,  Pearson,"  said  the  Gene- 
ral ;  '^  but,  ere  thou  comest,  double  the  guard  at  the  foot 
of  the  turret  called  Love's  Ladder,  and  bid  them  bring 
op  the  other  petkrd — So  wow^  come  thou  bither." 


voosKToesib  SMS 

' '  Tbe  bibridr  officer,  li€iweTer4)ray9.ki^tbe  fields  was  onQ 
of  those  whom  a  great  height  strikes  with  giddhidss  afnd  Sick** 
dess.  He  shmnk  back  Irom  Ihe  view  of  tlie  ptecifAte^  on 
the  verge  of  which  Oroianlvdl  was  standing  with  odmptete 
itidifierenoe,  till  the  Geoeral^  estcbin^  tbe  baild  ofltislbl'* 
low^r,  puAed  trim  iorward  as  far  as  be  would  advance. 
^'  I  think/''  said  the  General^  '^  I  have  Ibund  the  cleW) 
but  by  this  light  h  is  np  easy  one  !  See  you,  we  stand  in 
he  portal  near  the  top  of  Rosamond's  Tower  ;  and  yon 
turret,  which  irises  opposite  to  our  feet,  is  that  which  is 
called  Love's  Ladder,  from  whicli  the  draw-bridge  reach- 
ed that  admitted  the  profligate  Norman  tyi^ant  to  the 
bower  of  his  mistress." 

"  True,  my  tord,  but  the  draw-bridge  is  gone,"  said 
Pearson. 

'<  Ay,  Pearson,"  replied  the  General  5  ^<  but  an  a«;tive 
mat]  might  spring  from  the  spot  we  stand  upon  to  die 
battlements  of  yonder  turret." 

^^l  do  not  think  so,  my  lord,"  said  Pearson. 

"  Wiiat  P  said  Cromwell ;  "  not  if  the  avenger  of  blood 
were  behind  you.  with  his  slaughter-weapon  in  his  band  f " 

<<  The  fear  of  instant  death  might  do  much,"  answered 
Pearson  ;  "  but  when  1  look  at  that  Sheer  depth  on  eithet 
side,  arid  at  the  empty  chasm  between  us  and  ybnder 
turret,  which  4s,  I  warrant  you,  twelve  feet  distant,  I  con- 
fess the  truth,  nothing  short  of  tbe  most  immioent- danger 
should  induce  me  to  try.  Pah — ^the  thought  makes  my 
head  grow  giddy  ! — I  tremble  to  see  your  Highness 
stand  there,  balancing  yourself  as  if  you  meditated  a 
sf)ring  into  die  empty  air.  I  repeat^  I  would  scarce  stand 
so  near  tbe  verge  as  does  your  Highness,  fer  the  rescue 
of  my  life." 

<'  Ah,  base  and  degenerate  spirit !"  said  the  General  j 
^'  soul  of  Diiud  and  clay,  wouldst  thou  not  do  it,  and  much 
more,  for  the  possession  of  empire  ! — that  is,  perad  ven- 
ture," continued  he,  changing  his  tone  as  one  who  has 
said  too  much,  ''  shouldst  thou  be  called  on  to  do  this, 
that  thereby  becorting  a  great  man  in  the  tribes  of  Israd, 
thou  mightest  redeem  the  captivity  of  Jerusalem — ay,  and 
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It  mar  be,  work  some  great  work  for  the  afficted  people 
of  this  land.''  > 

'^  Year  h^gfaaess  may  feel  such  caUs/'  said  the  officer ; 
"  but  they  are  not  for  poor  Gilbert  Pearson,  your  faithful 
fetlowen  You  made  a  jest  of  me  yesterday  when  I  tried 
to  speak  your  language  ;  and  I  am  no  more  able  to  fulfil 
your  designs,  than  to  use  your  mode  of  speech.'* 

•*  But,  Pearson,"  said  CromwQil,  "  thou  hast  thrice; 
yea  four  times,  called  me  your  Highness." 

"  Did  I,  my  lord  ?  I  was  not  sensible  (rf  it.  I  crave 
your  pardon,"  said  the  officer. 

"  Nay,"  said  Oliver,  "  there  was  no  offence.  1  do 
indeed  stand  liigh,  and  I  may  perchance  stand  higher — 
though,  alas,  it  were  fitter  for  a  simple  soul  like  me  to 
return  to  my  plough  and  my  husbandry.  Nevertheless, 
I  wiH  not  wrestle  against  tlie  Supreme  will,  should  I  be 
called  on  to  do  yet  more  in  that  worthy  cause.  For 
surely  he  who  hath  been  to  our  British  Israel  as  a  shield 
of  help,  and  a  sword  of  excellency,  making  her  enemies, 
be  found  liars  unto  her,  will  not  give  over  the  flock  to 
those  foolish  shepherds  of  Westminster,  who  shear  the 
sheep  and  feed  them  liot,  and  who  are  in  very  deed  hire- 
Kngs,  not  shepherds." 

*^  I  trust  to  see  your  lordship  quoit  them  all  down 
stairs,"  answered  Pearson.  "  But  may  I  ask  why  we 
pursue  this  discourse  even  now,  until  we  have  secured  the 
common  enemy  ?" 

"  1  will  tarry  no  jot  of  time—*"  said  the  General  ; 
^  fence  the  communication  of  Love's  Ladder,  as  it  is 
ealled,  below,  as  I  take  it  for  almost  certain,  that  the 
party  whom  we  have  driven  from  fastness  to  fastness  dur- 
ing the  night,  has  at  length  sprung  to  the  top  of  yonder 
battlements  from  the  place  where  we  now  stand.  Find- 
ing the  turret  is  guarded  below,  the  place  he  has  chosen 
for  his  security  will  prove  a  rat-t^ap,  from  whence  there 
is  no  returning^." 

^*  There  is  a  cask  of  gunpowder  in  this  cabinet,"  said 
Pearson ;  "  were  it  not  better,  my  ''lord,  to  mine  the 


towefi  if  he  wUl  not  render  himself^  and  seod  the  whole 

turret  with  its  contents  one  hundred  feet  into  the  air  f " 

^^  Ah,  silly  iDfin,"  said  Cromwell,  striking  him  famil- 
iarly on  the  shoulder  f  '*  if  thou  hadst  done  this  without 
telling  me,  it  had  been  good  service.  But  we  will  first 
summon  tlie  turret,  and  then  think  whether  the  petard  will 
serve  our  turn — it  is  but  mining  at  last.*— Blow  a  summons 
there,  down  below." 

The  trumpets  rang  at  his  bidding,  till  the  old  walls 
echoed  from  every  recess  and  vaulted  archway.  Cromr 
well,  as  if  he  cared  not  to  look  upon  the  person  whom 
he  expected  to  appear,  drew  back,  like  a  necromancer 
afraid  of  the  spectre  which  he  has  evoked. 

'<  He  has  come  to  the  battlement,"  said  Pearson  to  his 
General. 

'*  In  what  dress  or  appearance  f "  answered  Crom- 
well from  within  the  chamber. 

*<  A  grey  ridiog-suit,  passmented  with  silver,  russet 
walking-boots,  a  cut  band,  a  grey  hat  and  plume,  black 
hair." 

<<  It  is  he,  it  is  he,"  said  Cromwell ;  '*  and  another 
crowning  mercy  is  vouchsafed  !" 

Meantime,  Pearson  and  young  Lee  exchanged  defi- 
ance from  their  respective  posts. 

'<  Surrender,"  said  the  former,  *'  or  we  blow  you  up 
in  your  fastness." 

**  I  am  come  of  too  high  a  race  to  surrender  to  reb- 
els," said  Albert,  assuming  the  air  with  which,  in  such  a 
condition,  a  king  might  have  spoken. 

"  I  bear  you  to  witness,"  cried  Cromwell,  exultingly, 
''  he  hath  refused  quarter.  Of  a  surety,. his  blood  be  on 
his  head. — One  of  you  bring  down  the  barrel  of  powder* 
As  he  loves  to  soar  high,  we  will  add  what  can  be  taken 
from  the  soldiers'  bandoliers. — Come  with  me,  Pearson ; 
thou  understandest  this  gear.  Corporal  6race-be-here, 
stand  thou  fast  on  the  platform  of  the  window,  where 
Captain  Pearson  and  I  stood  but  even  now,  and  bend  the 
point  of  thy  partisan  against  any  who  shall  attempt  t» 
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pas9.    Thou  ttrt  ad  sfrong  as  a  M& ;  and  I  wWbaok  diee 
against  despair  itself.^ 

'^  But,"  said  the  corporal,  mounting  retuctantly,  "  the 
place  is  as  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple  ;  and  it  is  written, 
that  Eutychus  rell  down  from  ttre  third  loft  and  was  taken 
up  dead.? 

**  Because  he  slept  upon  his  post,**  answered  Crom- 
well readily.  "  Beware  thou  of  carelessness,  and  thus 
thy  feet  shall  be  kept  from  stombling.-^You  four  soldiers, 
remain  here  to  support  the  corporal,  if  it  foe  necessary ; 
and  you,  as  well  as  the:  corporal,  will  draw  into  thcTaulted 
passage  ^e  minute  the  trumpets^ound  a  retreat.  It  is 
as  strong  as  a  casemate,  and  you  may  lie  there  safe  from 
the  effiscts  df  the  mine.  TboUiZerubbabel  Robins,  I 
know  wilt  be  their  lance-prisade." 

Robins  bowed,  and  the  General  departed  to  join  those 
who  were  without. 

As  he  reached  the  door  of  the  hail,  the  petard  was 
heard  to  explode,  and'  he  saw  that  it  J)ad  succeeded  ; 
for  the  soldiers  rushed,  brandishing  their  swords  and  pis- 
told,  in  at  the  postern  of  the  turret,  yrbose  gate  had  been 
successfully  forced.  A  thrill  of  eituhation,  but  not  un- 
mitigled  with  horror,  shot  across  the  veins  of  the  ambitious 
soldier. 

**  Now — now  !•  he  crited  ;  "  they  are  dealing  with 
him  !*' 

His  expectations  were  deceived.  Pearson  and  the 
others  returned  disappointed,  and  reported  they  had  been 
stopt  by  a  strong  trap-door  of  grated  iron,  extended  over 
the  nai^row  stair  ;  and  they  oould  see  there  was  an  ob- 
stacle of  the  same  kind  some  ten  feet  higher.  To  remove 
it  by  force,  while  a  despefate  and  well-armed  man  had  the 
advantage  of  the  steps  above  them,  might  cost  many  lives. 
**  Which,  lack-a-day,"  said  the  General,  "  it  is  our  duty 
to  be  tender  of.  What  dost  thou  advise,  Gilbert  Pear 
sonr 

"  We  must  use  powder,  my  lord,*'  answered  Pearson, 
who  saw  his  master  was  too  modest  to  reserve  to  himself  the 
whole  merit  of  the  proceeding — *^  There  may  be  a  cham- 


het  eMily  and  coDvenisotlf  fonaed.  under  the  foot  of  tbe 
fiftair.  We  haiire  a  sausage,  by  good  luck^  to  foroi  the 
train — and  ao — — " 

^  Ah  I"  said  CrooaiWelly  "  I  know  thou  canst  qnanage 
such  gear  well — But,  Gilbert,  I  go  to  visit  the  posts,  and 
give  them  orders  to  retire  to  a  safe  distance  when  the 
retreat  is  sounded.  You  will  allow  them  five  minutes 
for  this  purpose." 

"  Three  is  enough  for  any  knave  of  them  all,"  said 
Pearson.  "  They  will  be  lame  indeed,  that  require  more 
on  such  a  service-*-!  ask  but  one,  though  I  fire  the  train 
myself." 

^*  Take  heed,"  said  Cromwell,  ^^  that  the  poor  soul  be 
listened  to,  if  he  asks  quarter.  .  It  may  be,  he  may  repent 
him  of  his  hard-heartedness,  and  call  for  mercy." 

"  And  mercy  he  shall  have — "  answered  Pearson, 
^*  providing  he  calls  loud  enough  to  make  me  hear  him  ; 
for  the  explosion  of  that  damned  petard  has  made  me  as 
deaf  as  the  devil's  dam." 

"  Hush,  Gilbert,  hush  !"  said  Cromwell  ;  "  you  of- 
fend in  your  language." 

^'  Zooks,.  sir,  I  must  speak  either  in  your  way,  or  in 
my  0¥m,"  said  Pearson)  **  unless  I  am  to  be  dunib  as  well 
as  deaf  !-^ Away  with  you,  ray  lord,  to  visit  the  posts  ; 
and  you  will,  presently  hear  me  make  some  noise  in  the 
world." 

Cromwell  smiled  gently  at  his  aid-de-K^amp's  petidance, 
patted  hiraion  the; shoulder,  and  called  him<a.n>ad  fellow, 
walked  a  little  way,  then  turned  back  to  whisper,  ^'  What 
thou  dost,,  do  quickly  ;"  then  returned  again  towards 
the  outer  circle  of  guards,  turning  his  bead  fnom  time  to 
time,  as  if  to  assure  himself  that  the  corporal,  to  whom 
be  had  intrusted  the  duty,  still  kept  guard  with  his  ad- 
vanced weapon  upon  the  terrific  chasm  between  Rosa^ 
mond's  Tower  and  the  corresponding  turret.  Seeing  biro 
standing  on  his  post,  the  General  muttered  between  his 
mustaches,  "  The  fellow  hath  the  strength  and  courage 
of  a  bear  ;  and  yonder  is  a  post  where  one  shall  do 
more   to  keep  back   than  a  hundred   in  making  way." 
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He  cast  a  last  look  on  die  gigantic  figure  who  stood  in 
that  airj  position,  like  some  Grothic  statue,  the  weapon 
half  levelled  against  the  opposite  turret,  with  the  but  resu 
ed  against  his  right  foot,  his  steel  cap  and  burnished 
corslet  glittering  in  the  rising  son* 

Cromwell  then  passed  on  to  give  the  necessary  orders, 
that  such  sentinels  as  might  be  endangered  at  their  pres* 
ent  posts  by  the  effect  of  the  mine,  should  withdraw  at 
the  sound  of  tho  trumpet  to  the  places  which  he  pointed 
out  to  them.  Never,  on  any  occasion  of  his  life,  did  he 
display  more  calmness  and  presence  of  mind.  He  was 
kind,  nay,  facetious  with  the  soldiers,  who  adored  him  ; 
and  yet  be  resembled  a  volcano  before  the  eruption  com- 
mences— all  peaceful  and  quiet  without,  while  a  hundred 
contradictory  passions  were  raging  in  his  bosom. 

Corporal  Humgudgeon  meanwhile  remained  steady 
upon  bis  post ;  yet,  though  as  determined  a  soldier  as 
ever  fought  among  the  redoubted  regiment  of  Ironsides, 
and  possessed  of  no  small  share  of  that  exaked  fanati- 
cism which  lent  so  keen  an  edge  to  the  natural  courage 
of  those  stern  religionists,  the  veteran  felt  his  present 
situation  to  be  highly  uncomfortable.  Within  a  pike's 
length  of  him  arose  a  turret,  which  was  about  to  be  dis- 
persed in  massive  fragments  through  the  air  ;  and  be  felt 
small  confidence  in  the  length  of  time  which  might  be  al- 
lowed for  his  escape  from  such  a  dangerous  vicinity. 
The  duty  of  constant  vigilance  upon  his  post,  was  partly 
divided  by  this  natural  feeling,  which  induced  him  from 
time  to  time  to  bend  his  eyes  on  the  miners  below,  in- 
stead of  keeping  them  rivetted  on  the  opposite  turret. 

At  length  the  interest  of  the  scene  arose  to  the  utter- 
most. After  entering  and  returning  from  the  turret,  and 
coming  out  again  more  than  once  in  the  course  of  about 
twenty  minutes,  Pearson  issued,  as  it  might  be  supposed, 
for  the  last  time,  carrying  in  his  hand,  and  uncoiling  as 
he  went  along,  the  sausage,  or  linen  bag,  (so  called  from 
its  appearance,)  which,  strongly  sewed  together,  and 
crammed  with  gunpowder,  was  to  serve  as  a  train  be- 
twixt the  mine  to  be  spnmir,  and  the  point  occupied  by 
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the  engineer  who  was  to  giv^re.  He  was  in  the  act  of 
finally  adjusting  it,  when  the  attention  of  the  corporal  on 
the  tower  became  irresistibly  and  exclusively  rivetted 
upon  the  preparations  for  the  explosion.  But  while  he 
watched  the  aid-de-catnp  drawing  his  pistol  to  give  fire, 
and  the  trumpeter  handling  bis  instrument,  as  waiting  the 
order  to  sound  the  retreat,  fate  rushed  on  the  unhappj 
sentinel  in  a  way  he  least  expected. 

Young,  active,  boldy  and  completely  possessed  of  hit 
presence  of  mind,  Albert  Lee,  who  had  been  from  the 
loop-holes  a  watchful  observer  of  every  measure  which 
had  been  taken  by  his  besiegers,  had  resolved  to  make 
one  desperate  effort  for  self-preservation.  While  the 
head  of  the  sentinel  on  the  opposite  platform  was  turned 
from  him,  anrf  bent  rather  downwards,  he  suddenly 
sprung  across  the  chasn),  though  the  space  on  which  he 
lighted  was  scarce  wide  enough  for  two  persons,  threw 
the  surprised  soldier  from  his  precarious  stand,  and 
jumped  himself  down  into  the  chamber.  The  gigantic 
trooper  went  sheer  down  twenty  feet,  struck  against  a  pro- 
ject'mg  battlement,  which  launched  the  wretched  man  out- 
wards, and  then  fell  on  the  earth  with  such  tremendous 
force,  that  the  head,  which  first  touched  the  ground, 
dinted  a  hole  in  the  soil  of  six  inches  in  depth,  and  was 
crushed  like  an  egg-shell.  Scarce  knowing  what  had 
liappened,  yet  startled  and  confounded  at  the  descent  of 
this  heavy  body,  which  fell  at  no  great  distance  from  him, 
Pearson  snapt  bis  pistol  at  the  trnin,  no  previous  warning 
given  ;  the  powder  caught,  and  the  mine  exploded.  Had 
it  been  strongly  charged  with  powder,  many  of  those 
without  might  have  suffered  ;  but  the  explosion  was  only 
powerful  enouglf  to  blow  out,  in  a  lateral  direction,  a  part 
of  the  wall  just  above  the  foundation,  sufficient  however, 
to  destroy  the  equipoise  of  the  building.  Then  amid  a 
cloud  of  smoke,  which  began  gradually  to  encircle  the 
turret  like  a  shrowd,  arising  slowly  from  its  base  to  its 
summit,  it  was  seen  to  stagger  and  shake,  by  all  who  had 
courage  to  look  steadily  at  a  sigl>Wso  dreadful.  Slowly, 
Hi  first  tlie  hiii?Hing  inclined  outwards   then  rushed  pre- 
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sipitately  to  iU  bsse,  and  fi)^  to  the  ground  ia  huge  frj^ 
meats,  the  strength  of.  its  resistance  sbowiog  the  excel- 
leoce  of  the  oiasoii«work.  The  engineer,  so  soon  as  ba 
had  fired  the  traia,  fled  in  such  alarm,  that  he  wdl  oigb 
ran  against  his  General,  who  was  advancing  towards  him, 
while  a  huge  stone  from  the  summit  of  the  building^ 
flying  farther  than  the  rest,  lighted  within  a  yard  of  them. 

"  Thou  hast  been  overhasty,  Pearson,"  said  Crom- 
well, with  the  greatest  composure  possible — ^^  hath  no 
one  fallen  in  that  same  tower  of  Siloe  ?" 

"  Some  one  fell,"  said  Pearson,  still  in  great  agitation, 
**  and  yonder  lies  his  body  half-buried  in  the  rubbish." 

With  a  quick  and  resolute  step  Cromwell  approached 
the'  spot  and  exclaimed,  *^  Pearson  thou  hast  ruined  me 
-—the  young  man  hath  escaped.-^This  is  our  own  senti* 
nel— plague  on  the  idiot !  Let  him  rot  beneath  the  ruins 
which  crushed  him  !" 

A  cry  now  resounded  from  the  platform  of  Rosamond's 
Tower,  which  appeared  yet  taller  than  formerly,  depriv* 
ed  of  the  neighbouring  tiuret,  which  emulated,  though 
it  did  not  attain  to  its  height, — ^'  A  prisoner,  noble  Gen- 
eral— ^a  prisoner — the  fox  whom  we  have  chased  all 
*  night  is  now  in  the  snare — ^the  Lord  hath  delivered  him 
into  the  hand  of  his  servants." 

"  Look  you  keep  him  in  safe  custody,"'  exclaimed 
Cromwell,  <*  and  bring  him  presently  down  to  the  apart- 
ment from  which  the  secret  passages  have  their  principal 
entrance." 

"  Your  Excellency  shall  be  obeyed." 

The  proceedings  of  Albert  Lee,  to  which  these  excla- 
mations related  had  been  unfortunate.  He  had  dashed 
from  the  platform,  as  we  have  related,  the  gigantic  strength 
of  the  soldier  opposed  to  him,  and  had  instantly  jumped 
down  into  RocheclifFe's  chamber.  But  the  soldiers  sta- 
tioned there  threw  themselves  upon  him,  and,  after  a 
struggle,  which  was  hopelessly  maintained  against  such 
advantage  of  numbers,  had  thrown  the  young  cavalier  to 
the  ground,  two  of  them,  drawn  down  by  his  strenuous 
exertions,  falling  across  him.      At  the  same  moment  a 


riiurp  md  sevsparapovtwas  heard^iihieb  like  ik  clap  of 
tlniDder  in  the  immediatQ  vicioi^,  shook  all  arougd  theoi^ 
till  the  stroi^  waA  sdtd  tower  totterediUke  the  oiast  of,  a 
stately  vessel  whensdbout  to  part  by  the  board.  In  a  few 
secoiKlstbisfwesfolbwed  by.  another  sullen  sound,  at  first 
kyw  and  deep,  but  augmenting  like  the  roar  of  the  cata- 
ract, as  it  descends^  reeUng,  bellowing,  and  rushing,  as  if 
to  astound  both  heaven  and  earth*  So  awful,  indeed^ 
was  the  sound' of  the  neighbour  tower  as  it  fell,  that  both 
tbe^capt]ve,.and  those  who  struggled  with  hioi,  continued 
for  aminute  or  two  passive  in  each  other's  grasp* 

Albeit  was  the  first  who  recovered  consciousness  and 
activity.  He  shook  off  those  who  lay  above  him,  and 
made  a  desperate  effort  to  gain  his  feet,  in  which  he  parti- 
ly  succeeded.  But  as  he  had  to  deal  with  men  accus- 
tomed to  every  species  of  danger,  and  whose  energies 
were  recovered  nearly  as  soon  as  his  own,  he  was  com- 
pletely secured,  and  his  arms  held  down.  Loyal  and 
^thful  to  his  trust,  and^  resolved  to  sustain  to  the  last 
the  character  which  he  had  assumed,  he  exclaimed,  as  his 
struggles  were  finally  overpowered,  "  Rebel  villains  ! 
would  you  slay  your  king  ?" 

"  Ha,  heard  you  that !"  cried  one.of  the  soldiers  to  the 
lance-prisade,*  who  commanded  the  party.  "  Shall  1 
not  strike  this  son  of  a  wicked  father  under  the  fifth  rib, 
even  as  the  tyrant  of  Moab  was  smitten  by  Ehud  with  a 
dagger  of  a  cubit's  length  ?" 

But  Robins  answered,  '^  Be  it  far  from  us,  Merciful 
Strickalthrow,  to  slay  in  cold  blood  the  captive  of  our 
bow  and  of  our  spear.  Methinks,  since  the  storm  of 
Tredaghf  we  have  shed  enough  of  blood — therefore, 
on  your  lives  do  him  no  evil  ;  but  take  from  him  his 
arms,  and  let  us  bring  him  before  the  chosen  Instrument, 
even  our  General,  that  he  may  do  with  him  what  is  meet 
in  his  eyes." 

*  ''  Lance-prisade,^  or  "  IcMice-brisade/'  a  private  appointed  to  a  smaU 
command — a  sort  of  temporary  corporal. 

t  iWlagh,  or  Drogheda.  was  taken  by  Cromwell  in  1649,  bjftorm;  and  the 
governor  uid  whole  garrison  put  to  the  sword. 
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By  Ais  time  tiM^  soldier,  wfaoBe  exukidioD  bad  made 
bim  the  first  to  communicate  tbe  inteUigeece  firom  tbe 
battlements  to  Cromwdl,  returned,  and  brought  com- 
mands corresponding  to  tbe  orders  of  their  temporary 
officer  ;  and  Albert  Lee,  disanned  and  bound,  was  con- 
ducted as  a  captive  into  the  apartment  which  deriyed  its 
nam^  from  the  victories  of  his  ancestor,  and  placed  in 
the  presence  of  General  Cromwell. 

Running  over  in  his  mind  the  time  which  had  elapsed 
since  the  departure  of  Charles,  till  the  siege,  if  it  may 
be  termed  so,  bad  terminated  in  bis  own  capture,  Albert 
had  every  reason  to  hope  that  his  Royal  Master  must 
have  bad  time  to  accomplish  his  escape.  Yet  he  deter- 
mined to  maintain  to  the  last  a  deceit,  which  might  for  a 
time  insure  the  King's  safety.  The  difference  betwixt 
'  them  could  not,  he^thought,  be  instantly  discovered,  be* 
grimed  as  he  was  with  dust  and  smoke,  and  with  blood 
issuing  from  some  scratches  received  in  the  scuffle. 

In  this  evil  plight,  but  bearing  himself  with  such  dignity 
as  was  adapted  to  the  princely  character,  Albert  was 
ushered  into  the  apartment  of  Victor^Lee,  where,  in  his 
father's  own  chair,  reclined  the  triumphant  enemy  of  the 
cause  to  which  the  house  of  Lee  had  been  hereditarily 
faithful. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

A  barren  title  bast  thou  bought  too  de«r  ; 
Why  didgt  thou  tell  me  that  thou  wert  a  Ring  1 

Henry  IV.  Farih 

Oliveb  Croiiwell  arose  from  his  seat  as  the  two 
veteran  soldiers,  Zerubbabel  Robins  and  Merciful  Strick- 
althrow,  introduced  into  the  apartment  the  prisoner  whom 
they  held  by  the  arms,  and  fixed  his  stern  hazel  eye  on 
Albert  long  before  he  could  give  vent  to  the  ideas  which 
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were  swelling  in  bb  bosom.     Exultation  was    the  most 
predominant. 

"  Art  not  tbou,"  be  at  lengtb  said,  "  that  EgypiiHn, 
which,  before  these  days,  madest  an  uproar,  and  leddest 
out  into  the  wilderness  many  thousand  men,  who  were 
murderers  ? — Ha,  youth  !  I  have  hunted  thee  from  Stir- 
ling to  Worcester, — from  Worcester  to  Woodstock,  and 
we  hare  met  at  last !" 

''  I  would,"  replied  Albert,  speaking  in  the  character 
which  he  had  assumed,  '^  that  we  had  met  where  I  could 
have  shown  thee  the  difference  betwixt  a  rightful  King 
and  an  ambitious  Usurper!" 

"  Go  to,  young  man,"  said  Cromwell ;  "  say  rather  the 
difl^rence  between  a  Judge  raised  up  for  the  redemption 
of  England,  and  the  son  of  those  Kings  whom  the  Lord  in 
bis  anger  permitted  to  reign  over  her.  But  we  will  not 
waste  useless  words.  God  knows  that  it  is  not  of  our 
will  that  we  are  called  to  such  high  matters,  being  as 
humble  in  our  thoughts  as  we  are  of  ourselves ;  and  in 
our  unassisted  nature  frail  and  foolish,  and  unable  to  ren- 
der a  reason  but  for  the  better  spirit  within  us,  which  is 
not  of  us. — Thou  art  weary  young  man,  and^thy  nature 
requires  rest  and  refection,  being  doubtless  dealt  with 
delicately,  as  one  who  hath  fed  on  the  fat,  and  drank  of 
the  sweet,  and  who  hath  been  clothed  in  purple  and  fine 
linen." 

Here  the  General  suddenly  stopt,  and  then  abruptly  ex- 
claimed— *'  But  is  this — Ah  !  'whom  have  we  here  ? 
These  are  not  the  locks  of  the  swarthy  ladChfirles  Stuart  ? 
— A  cheat  !  a  cheat !" 

Albert  hastily  cast  bis  eyes  on  a  mirror  which  stood 
in  the  room,  and  perceived  that  a  dark  peruke,  found 
aoYong  Doctor  Rocbecliffe's  miscellaneous  wardrobe,  had 
been  disordered  in  the  scuffle  with  the  soldiery,  and  that 
his  own  light-brown  hair  was  escaping  from  beneath  it. 

"  Who  is  this  ?'*  said  Cromwell,  stamping  with  fury 

"  Pluck  the  disguise  from  him  !" 

The  soldiers  did  so ;  and  bringing  him  at  the  same  time 
towards  the  light,  the  deception  ronid  not  be  maintained 
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for  a  momeat  ionger,  with  «Bjr  passibili^  of 
Cromwell  came  up  to  him  with  bis  teeth  set,  and  griodtag 
tgaiost  each  other  as  he  spoke,  hit  bands  cleociwd,  and 
trembling  with  emotion,  and  speaking  with  a  voice  k>w- 
pitcbed,  bitterly  and  deeply  emphatic,  such  as  mighc  have 
preceded  a  stab  with  his  dagger. 

"  Thy  name,  young  man  ?" 

He  was  answered  calmly  and  Grmjjr,  while  the  coun- 
tenanc^e  of  the  speaker  wore  a  cast  of  triumph,  and  even 
contempt* 

**  Albert  Lee  of  Ditcbley,  a  faithful  subject  of  King 
Charles." 

**  I  might  have  guessed  it,"  said  CromwelL — **  Ay, 
and  to  King  Charles  shalt  tbciu  go,  as  soon  as  it  is  nooo 
on  the  dial. — Pearson,"  he  continued,  ^*  let  him  be  car- 
ried to  the  ethers ;  and  let  them  be  executed  at  twelve 
exactly." 

"  All,  sir  .?"  said  Pearson,  surprised  ;  for  Qromwell, 
though  he  at  times  made  formidable  examples,  was,  in 
general,  by  no  means  sanguinary. 

^^  AU — "  repeated  Cromwell,  fixing  his  eye  on  young 
Lee. — ^*  Yes,  young  sir,  your  conduct  has  devoted  to 
death  thy  father,  thy  kinsman,  and  the  stranger  that  was 
in  thine  household.  Such  wreck  hast  thou  brought  on 
thy  father^s  bouse." 

"  My  father  too — my  aged  father  !"  said  Albert,  look- 
ing upward  and  endeavouring  to  raise  bis  hands  in  the 
same  direction,  which  was  prevented  by  his  bonds.  <^  The 
LordVwaibedoBe!" 

'*  All  this  havoc  can  be  saved,  if,"  said  the  Greneral, 
^  thou  wilt  answer  one  question — ^Where  is  the  young 
Charles  Stnart,  who  was  called  Kiag  of  Scotland  }^^ 

*' Under  Heaven's  protection,  and  safe  from  thy  pow- 
er,*' was  the  firm  and  unhesitating  answer  of  the  yfHiog 
royalist. 

"  Away  with  him  to  prison!"  said  Cromwell ;  "  and 
from  thence  to  execution  with  the  rest  of  them^  as  malig- 
dints  taken  in  the  fact..  Let  a  court  martial  sit  on  them 
presently." 


*^  One  word,"  stid  yoimg  liee,  m  they  led  Una  bom 
Jbe  room. 

"  Slop,  stop,"  said  Crooowjell,  with  the  agitation  of  re- 
newed hope — *^  let  him  be  heard." 

"  You  love  texts  of  scripture,"  said  Albert — "  Let  this 
be  the;  subject  of  your  next  homily ^-^'^  Had  Zimri  peace, 
who  slew  his  master  ?" 

"  Away  with  him,"  said  the  General ;  "  let  him  die  the 
deaths — I  have  said  it." 

As  Cromwell  spoke  these  words,  his  aid-de-camp  ob- 
served that  he  became  uowoutedly  pale. 

"  Your  Excellency  is  over-toiled  in  the  public  service," 
said  Pearson  ;  ^*  a  course  of  the  stag  in  the  evening  will 
refresh  you.,  The  old  knight  hath  a  noble  hound  here, 
if  we  can  but  get  him  to  hunt  without  his  master,  which 
may  be  hard,  as  he  is  faithful,  and " 

*^  Hang  him  up  !"  said  Cromwell. 

"  What — whom — hang  the  noble  dog  f  Your  Excel- 
lency was  wont  to  love  a  good  hound  f" 

*'  It  matters  not,"  said  Cromwell ;  *^  let  him  be  killed. 
Is  it  not  written,  that  they  slew  in  the  valley  of  Achor, 
not  only  the  accursed  Achan,  with  his  sons  and  his  daugh- 
ters, but  also,  his  oxen  and  his  asses,  and  his  sheep,  and 
every  live  thing  belonging  unto  him  ?  And  even  thus  shall 
we  do  to  tLe  malignant  family  of  Lee»  who  have  aided 
Sisera  in  his  flight,  when  Israel  might  have  been  delivered 
of  his  trouble  for  ever.  But  send  out  couriers  and  patrols 
—Follow,  pursue,  watch  in  every  direction — Let  my 
horse  be  ready  at  the  door  in  five  minutes,  or  bring  me 
the  first  thou  canst  find." 

It  seemed  to  Pearson  that  this  was  sotnething  wildly 
spoken,  and  that  the  cold  perspiration  was  standing  upon 
the  General's  brow  as  he  said  it*  He  therefore  again 
pressed  the  neoesMty  of  repose,  and  it  would  appear  that 
nature  seoonded  strongly  the  representation.  Cromwell 
%rose,  and  made  a  step  or  two  towards  the  door  of  the 
apartment ;  but  stopped,  staggered,  and,  after  a  pause, 
sat  down  in  a  chair..  "  Truly,  friend  Pearson,"  he  said, 
*  this  uraiy  cnrrass  of  ours  is  an  impediment  to  us,  even 
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in  oar  most  necessary  bosiDOss,  tnd  I  am  6tter  to  sleep 
than  to  watch,  which  is  not  iny  wont.  Place  guards, 
therefore,  till  we  repose  oiirselyes  for  an  hour  or  two. 
Send  out  in  every  direction,  and  spare  not  for  horses' 
flesh.  Wake  me  if  the  court  martial  should  require  in- 
struction, and  forget  not  to  see  the  sentence  punctually 
executed  on  the  Lees,  and  those  who  were  arrested 
with  them." 

As  Cromwell  spoke  thus,  he  arose  and  half-opened 
a  bed-room  door,  when  Pearson  again  craved  pardon  for 
asking  if  he  had  rightly  understood  his  Excellency,  that 
all  the  prisoners  were  to  be  executed. 

"  Havel  not  said  it?"  answered  Cromwell,  displeas- 
edly. <<Is  it  because  thou  art  a  man  of  blood,  and  hast 
ever  been,  that  thou  dost  affect  these  scruples  to  show 
thyself  tender-hearted  at  my  expense  f  I  tell  thee,  that  if 
there  lack  one  in  the  full  tale  of  execution,  thine  own  life 
shall  pay  the  forfeit." 

So  saying,  he  entered  the  apartment,  followed  by  the 
groom  of  his  chamber,  who  attended  upon .  Pearson's 
summons. 

When  his  General  had  retired,  Pearson  remained  in 
great  perplexity  what  he  ought  to  do ;  and  that  from  no 
scruples  of  conscience,  but  from  uncertainty  whether  he 
might  not  err  either  in  postponing,  or  in  too  hastily  and 
too  literaUy  executing,  the  instructions  he  had  received. 

In  the  meantime,  Strickakhrow  and  Robins  had  return- 
ed, after  lodging  Albert  in  prison,  to  the  room  where 
Pearson  was  still  musing  on  his  General's  commands* 
Both  these  men  were  adjutators  in  their  army,  and  old 
soldiers,  whom  Cromwell  was  accustomed  to  treat  with 
great  familiarity ;  so  that  Robins  bad  no  hesitation  to  ask 
Captain  Pearson,  "  Whether  he  meant  to  execute  the 
commands  of  the  Creneral,  even  to  the  letter  i*^ 

Pearson  shook  his  head  with  an  air  of  doubt,  but  ad- 
ded, "  there  was  no  choice  left." 

*<  Be  assured,"  said  the  old  man,  *<  that  if  th  ju  dost 
this  folly,  thou  wilt  cause  Israel  to  sin,,  and  that  the  Gen- 
eral will  not  be  pleased  with  your  service.     Thoy  know- 
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68ty  and  none  better  than  tbou,  that  Oliver,  ahbougb  he 
be  like  unto  David  the  son  of  Jesse,  in  faith,  and  wisdom, 
and  courage,  yet  there  are  times  when  the  evil  spirit 
cometh  upon  him  as  it  did  upon  Saul,  and  he  uttereth 
commands  which  he  will  not  thank  any  one  for  executing.** 

Pearson  was  too  good  a  politician  to  assent  directly  to 
a  proposition  which  he  could  not  deny — he  only  shook 
his  head  once  more,  and  said  that  it  was  easy  for  those 
to  talk  who  were  not  responsible,  but  the  soldier's  duty 
was  to  obey  his  orders,  and  not  to  judge  of  them. 

**  Very  righteous  truth,"  said  Merciful  Strickalthrow, 
a  grim  old  Scotchman  ;  "  I  marvel  where  our  brother 
Zerubbabel  caught  up  this  softness  of  heart  f" 

**  Why,  I  do  but  wish,"  said  Zerubbabel,  "  that  four  or 
five  human  creatures  may  draw  the  breath  of  God's  air 
for  a  few  hours  more ;  there  can  be  small  harm  done  by 
delaying  th^  execution, — and  the  General  will  have  some 
time  for  reflection." 

"  Ay,"  said  Captain  Pearson,  "  but  I  in  my  serv4ce 
must  be  more  pointedly  obsequious,  than  thou  in  thy 
plainness  art  bound  to  be,  friend  Zerubbabel." 

"  Then  shall  the  coarse  frieze  cassock  of  the  private 
soldier  help  the  golden  gaberdine  of  the  captain  to  bear  out 
the  blast,"  said  Zerubbabel.  "  Ay,  indeed,  I  can  show 
you  warrant  why  we  be  aidful  to  each  other  in  doing  acts 
of  kindness  and  long-suffering,  seeing  the  best  of  us  are 
poor  sinful  creatures,  who  might  suffer,  being  called  to  a 
brief  accoonting." 

"  Of  a  verity  you  surprise  me,  brother  Zerubbabel,"  said 
Strickalthrow  ;  "  that  thou,  being  an  old  and  experienced 
soldier,  whose  head  hath  grown  grey  in  battle,  should'st 
give  such  advice  to  a  young  oflicer.  Is  not  the  General's 
commtssion  to  take  away  the  wicked  from  the  land,  and 
to  root  out  the  Amalekite,  and  the  Jebusite,  and  the  Pe- 
rusite,  and  the  Hittite,  and  Girgashite,  and  the  Amorite  ^ 
and  are  not  these  men  justly  to  be  compared  to  the  fiva 
kings,  who  took  shelter  in  the  cave  of  IVIakedah,  who 
were  delivered  into,  the  hands  of  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  ^ 
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aad  be  cMsed  bis  eaptajn^  aiMi  his  soUms  t»  wmm:  nmt 
and  tread  on  their  oeckB-^and  then  be  siDQte  tbem^.flod 
be  dew  tbem,  and  tbeo  he  banged  theni'  oo.  fivi^ir^^Ai 
«vea  till  eveoiag — And  thou,  Gilbert  Pearaon  by  nfKBOi 
be  not  withheld  from  the  duty  which  is  af>{i0inte4  tp^tboo) 
but  do  even  as  has  been  commanded  by  bim  whpJs  reined 
up  tojudge  and  to  deliver  brael ;  for  it  is  written^  *  cuaaiBd 
is  be  who  boldeth  back  bis  sword  from  (be  slaughter*'' " 
Thus  wrangled  the  two  military  theologiiuia,  white 
Pearson,  much  more  solicitous  to  aQticip9te  iJhe  wiaha^ 
of  Oliver  than  to  know  the  wiU  of  Heaven,  listened*  to 
them  with  great  indecision  and  per{>lexity. 


CHAPTER   XVIIL 

But  let  us  now,  like  soldiera  on  tbe  watch. 
Put  the  soul's  armour  on,  alike  prepared 
Fop  all  a  soldier's  warfare  brings. 

JomnaBamk. 

The  reader  will  recollect,  that  when  Rochediflb  aad 
Joceline  were  made  prisoners,  the  party  which  escorted 
them  had  two  other  captives  in  their  train,  Ccrfonel  Eve«* 
rard,  namely,  and  the  Rev.  Nehemiah  Htddenoogh.. 
When  Cromwell  had  obtained  entrance  into  Woodstoek^ 
and  conuBieneed  his  search  after  the  fugitive  Prince,  tbe 
prisoners  were  placed  in  what  had  been  an  old  guard- 
room, and  which  was  by  its  strength  well  cidouliUed  to 
serve  for  a  prison,  and  a  guard  was  placed  over  them  by 
Peilrson.  No  light  was  allowed,  save  that  of  a  glim- 
mering fire  of  charcoal.  The  prisoners  remained  sep- 
arated from  each  other,  Colonel  Everard  conversing  with 
Nehemiah  Holdenougb,at  a  distance  from  Doctor  Roche- 
clifife,  Sir  Henry  I^e,  and  Joceline.  Tbe  party  was  soon 
after  augmented  by  Wildrake,  who  was  brought  down  to 
the  Lodge,  and  thrust  in  with  so  little  ceremony,  that« 
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His  arms  being  bound,  he  bad  rery  nearly  fiiHen  on  his 
DOS0  in  the  middle  of  the  prison. 

**  I -thank  you,  my  good  friends,'^ he  said,  looking  back, 
to  the  door,  which  they  who  had  pushed  him  in  were  se- 
curing— Point  de  eeremonie — no  apology  for  tumbling, 
so  we  Kght  hi  good  company. — Save  ye,  save  ye,  gentle- 
men aSl*— What,  a  la  mart,  and  nothing  stirring  to  keep 
the  spirits  up,  and  make  a  night  on't — the  last  we  shall 
have,  I  take  it ;  for  a  make*  to  a  million,  but  we  trine  to 
the  nubbing  cheatf  to-morrow. — Patron — noble  patron, 
how  goes  it  ?  This  was  but  a  scurvy  trick  of  Noll,  so  far 
as  you  were  concerned  ;  as  for  me,  why  I  might  have 
deserved  something  of  the  kind  at  his  hand." 

"  Prithee,  Wildrake,  sit  down,"  said  Everard,  "  thou 
art  drunk — disturb  us  not." 

"  Drunk  ?  I  drunk  f"  cried  Wildrake,  "  I  have  been 
splicing  the  main-^ace,  as  Jack  says  at  Wapping — have 
been  tasting  Noll's  brand/  in  a  bumper  to  the  King's 
health,  and  another  to  his  Excellency's  confusion,  and 

another  to  the  d ^n    of   Pariiament— and  it  may  be 

one  or  two  more,  but  afl'  to  devilish  good  toasts.  But  I 
am  not  drunk."  • 

"  Prithee,  friend,  be  not  profane,"  said  Nehemiah 
Holdenough. 

"  What,  my  little  Presbyterian  Parson,  my  slender 
Mass  John  ?  thou  shalt  say  amen  to  this  world  instantly — " 
said  Wildrake  ;  "  I  have  had  a  weary  time  in't  for  one. 
— Ha,  noble  Sir  Henry,  I  kiss  your  hand — I  tell  thee, 
knight,  the  point  of  my  toledo  was  near  Cromwell's  heart 
last  night,  as  ever  a  button  on  the  breast  of  his  doublet. 
Rat  him,  he  wears  secret  armour — He  a  soldier !  Had  it 
qot  been  for  a  cursed  steel  shirt,  I  would  have  spitted  him 
like  a.  lark.^— Ha,  Doctor  Rocheclifie  ? — thou  knowest 
1  can  wield  my  weapon." 

"  Yes,"  replied  the  doctor,  "  and  you  know  1  can  use 
mine." 

"  I  prithee  be  quiet.  Master  Wildrake,"  said  Sir  Henry 

*  A  half  penny.  t  Hang  on  the  gallows. 
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^*  Nay,  good  kni^t,"  answered  WQdrake,  ^*  be  some- 
what more  cordial  with  a  comrade  Id  distress.  This  is 
a  different  scene  from  the  Brentford  storming  party. 
The  jade  Fortune  has  been  a  very  step-mother  to  me. 
I  will  sing  you  a  song  I  made  on  my  own  ill-luck." 

''  At  this  moment,  Captain  Wildrake,  we  are  not  in  a 
fitting  mood  for  singing,"  said  Sir  Henry,  civilly  and 
gravely. 

''  Nay,  it  will  aid  your  devotions — Egad,  it  sounds  like 
a  penitential  psalm. 

When  I  was  a  young  lad, 
My  fortune  was  bad,  ^^ 

If  e'er  I  do  well  His  a  wonder. 
I  spent  aH  any  mesna 
Amid  sharpers  and  qoMtim, 
Then  I  got  a  o^mmissbn  to  plimder^ 
I  have  stockings  His  true. 
But  the  devil  a  shoe,  ^ 

1  am  forced  to  wear  boots  in  all  weather, 

Be  d d  the  boot  sble, 

Cune  on  the  spar-itiH, 
Coofonnded  be  the  upper-lea«her.''9 
• 

The  door  opened  as  Wildrake  finished  this  stanza  at 
tlie  top  of  his  voice,  and  in  rushed  a  sentinel,  who,  greet- 
ing him  by  the  title  of  a  ^^  blasphemous  bellowing  bull  of 
Bashan,"  bestowed  a  severe  blow,  with  his  ramrod,  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  songster,  whose  bonds  permitted 
him^  no  means  of  returning  the  compliment. 

"  Your  humble  servant  again,  sir,"  said  Wildrake, 
shrugging  his  shoulders,  ''  sorry  I  have  no  means  of  show- 
ing my  gratitude.  I  am  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace 
like  Captain  Bobadil — Ha,  knight,  did  you  hear  my  bones 
clatter  ?  that  blow  came  twangingly  off — the  fellow  might 
inllict  the  bastinado,  were  it  in  presence  of  the  Grand 
Seignior — he  has  no  taste  for  music,  knight  — is  no  way 
moved  by  the  *  concord  of  sweet  sounds,'  I  will  war- 
rant him  fit  for  treason,  stratagem  and  spoil — Eh  ? — all 
down  in  the  mouth — well — ^I'll  go  to  sleep  to-night  on  a 
bench,  as  IVe  done  many  a  night,  and  I  will  be  ready  to 
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»e  banged  decently  io  the  morning,  which  never  happen* 
ed  to  me  before  in  all  my  life — » 

When  I  was  a  young  lad, 
My  fortune  was  bad— 

Psha !  This  is  not  the  tune  it  goes  to."  Here  he  fell  fast 
asleep^  and  sooner  or  later  all  his  companions  in  misfor- 
tune followed  his  example. 

The  benches  intended  for  the  repose  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  guaiuj,  afforded  the  prisoners  convenience  enough 
to  lie  down,  though  their  slumbers,  it  may  be  believed, 
were  neither  sound  nor  undisturbed.  But  when  daylight 
was  hot  a  little  while  broken,  the  explosion  of  gunpow- 
der which  took  place,  and  the  subsequent  fall  of  the  turret 
to  which  the  mine  was  applied,  would  have  awakened  the 
Seven  Sleepers,  or  Morpheus  himself.  The  smoke,  pen- 
etrating through  the  windows,  left  them  at  no  loss  for  the 
cause  of  the  din. 

"  There  went  my  gunpowder,"  said  Rochecliffe, 
^'  which  has,  I  trusty  blown  up  as  many  rebel  villains  as  it 
might  have  been  the  means  of  destroying  otherwise  in  a 
fair  field.     It  must  have  caught  fire  by  chance." 

"  By  chance  ?  no,"  said  Sir  Henry  ;  "  depend  on  it, 
my  bold  Albert  has  fired  the  train,  and  that  in  yonder 
blast  Cromwell  was  flying  towards  the  heaven  whose 
battlements  he  will  never  reach — Ah,  my  brave  boy  ! 
and  perhaps  thou  art  thyself  sacrificed,  like  a  youthful 
Sampson  among  the  rebellious  Philistines. — But  I  will 
not  be  long  behind  thee,  Albert." 

Everard  hastened  to  the  door,  h(^ing  to  obtaiu  from  the 
guard,  to  whom  his  name  and  rank  might  be  known,  some 
explanation  of  the  noiae,  which  seemed  to  announce  some 
dreadfol  catastrophe. 

Btit  Nehemiah  Holdenougb,  whose  rest  had  been 
broken  by  the  trumpet  which  gave  signal  for  the  explo- 
3ion,  appeared  in  the  very  acme  of  horror — "  It  is  the 
trumpet  of  the  Archangel !"  he  cried, — "  it  is  the  crush- 
ing of  this  world  of  elements — it  is  the  summons  to  the 
Judgment-seat  !    The  dead  are  obeying  the  call — they 
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tte  ^Vrhii  ti«^-^b€y  are  amongst  as-^they  arise  ia  theii 
bodily  frames — ^they  come  to  summon  us  !" 

As  he  spoke,  his  eyes  were  rivetted  upon  Dr.  Roche- 
cliffdr  who  stood  directly  opposite  to  bim.  In  rising  hasti- 
ly, the  cap  which  he  commonly  wore,  according  to  a  cus- 
tom then  usual  both  among  clergymen  and  gown  men  of  a 
civil  profession,  had  escaped  from  his  head,  and  carried 
with  it  the  large  silk  patch  which  he  probably  wore  for 
the  purpose  of  disguise  ;  for  the  cheek  which  was  dis- 
closed was  unscarred,  and  the  eye  as  good  as^hat  which 
was  usually  uncovered. 

Colonel  Everard  returning  from  the  door,  endeavoured 
in  vain  to  make  Master  Holdenough  comprebeird  what 
he  learned  from  the  guard  without,  that  the  explosion  had 
involved  only  the  death  of  one  of  Cromwell's  soldiers. 
The  Presbyterian  dftine  continued  to  irtare  wildly  at  him 
of  the  Episcopal  persuasion. 

But  Dr.  Rochecliffe  heard  and  understood  the  new6 
brought  by  Colonel  Everard,  and,  relieved  from  the  in- 
stant anxiety  which  had  kept  him  stationary,  he  advanced 
towards  the  retiring  Calvinist,  extending  his  hand  id  th^ 
ipost  friendly  manner. 

"  Avoid  thee-^Avoid  thee  !"  said  Holdenough,  "the 
living  may  not  join  hands  with  the  dead.** 

"  But  1,'^  said  Rochecliffe,  ^  am  as  much  alive  as  yoii 
are.^ 

"  Thou  alive  ! — thou  !  Joseph  Albany,  whom  my  dwm 
eyes  saw  precipitated  from  the  battlements  of  Cfidei^ 
throw  Castle  ?" 

"  Ay,"  answered  the  doctor,  "  but  you  did  not  see  me 
swim  ashore  on  a  Ynarsh  tovefred  with  sedges— '^tigpif  ad 
salices — after  a  manner  wbich  1  Will  explain  to  you 
another  time." 

Holdenough  touched  his  hand  with  dotabt  aftd  'tfttcer- 
tainty.  "  Thou  art  indeed  warm  and  aKVe,"  be  said, 
"  and  yet  after  so  many  blows,  and  a  fall  so  tremendoin 
— ^thou  canst  not  be  my  Joseph  Albany." 


<<I  am  Jo9€(p&  AJbt»y  Rocbeeliffe,  toid  tbe  doctor, 
"  become  so  in  virtue  of  my  mother's  little  estate,  which 
6Des  and  eonfiscations  have  made  an  end  of." 

'*  And  Is  it  so  indeed  !"  said  Holdenougb,  '^  and  have 
1  recovered  naine  old  chum  1" 

''Even  so,"  replied  Robhediffe,  "by  the  .same  token 
I  appeared  to  you  in  the  Mirror  Chamber— Thou  wert 
so  bold,  Nehemiah,  that  our  wbcJe  scheme  would  have 
been  shipwrecked,  had  I  not  appeared  to  thee  in  the 
,  shape  of  9.  departed  friend*  Yet,  believe  me,  it  went 
against  my  heart  to  do  it." 

''  Ah,  fie  on  thee,  fie  on  thee,"  swd  Holdenough, 
throwing  himself  into  his  arms  and  clasping  him  to  his 
bosom,  "  thou  wert  ever  a  naughty  wag.  How  could 'st 
thou  play  me  such  a  trick  f— ^Ah,  Albany,  dost  thou 
remember  Dr.  Purefoy  and  Caius  College  ?" 

''  IVIarry,  do  I,"  said  the  doctor,  thrusting  his  arm 
through  the  presbyterian  divine's,  and  guiding  him  to  a 
seat  apart  from  the  other  prisoners,  who  witnessed  this 
scene  with  inwh  surprise.  "  Remember  Caius  Col- 
lege ?"  said  Rocbeeliffe,  "  ay,  and  the  good  ale  we 
drank,  and  our  parties  to  mother  Huficap's." 

''  Vanity  of  vanities,"  said  Holdenougb,  smiling  kindly 
at  the  same  time,  and  still  holding  his  recovered  friend's 
arm  inclosed  and  haod^ocked  in  his. 

''  But  the  breaking  the  Principal's  orchard,  so  cleanly 
done,"  said  the  doctor  ;  ''  it  was  the  first  plot  I  ever 
framed,  and  much  work  I  bad  to  prevail  on  thee  to  go 
into  it." 

'' Oh,  name  not  that  ini(|iiity,"  said  Nehemiah,  ''since 
I  may  well  say,  as  the  pious  Master  Baxter,  Aat  these 
boyish  offences  have  had  tbeif  punisbitient  in  later  years, 
inasmuch  as  that  inorditiate  appetite  for  frmt  hath  prodtie^ 
ed  stomachic  affections  under  which  I  yet  labour." 

"  True,  trtie,  dear  Nehemiah,"  said  RochecUffe, 
"  but  care  not  for  them— a  dram  of  brandy  will  correct 
it  all.  Mr.  Baxter  was" — he  was  about  to  say  "  an  ass,'* 
but  checked  himself, «nd  only  filled  up  the  sentence  with 
"  a  good  man  I  dare  say,  but  over  scrupulous." 
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So  dwf  sat  down  together  the  best  o^  friends,  and  for 
half  aor  hour  talked  with  miitoal  delight  over  old  college 
stories.  By  degrees  they  got  on  the  politics  of  the  day  ; 
and  though  then  they  unclasped  their  hands,  and  there 
occurred  between  them  such  expressions  as,  *'  Nay,  my 
dear  brother,**  and,  "  there  1  must  needs  differ,"  and, 
**  on  this  point  1  crave  leave  to  think ;"  yet  a  hue  and  cry 
against  the  Independents  and  otherjsectarists  being  start- 
ed, they  folk>wed  like  brethren  in  full  hollo,  and  it  was 
hard  to  guess  which  was  most  forward.  Unhappily,  in 
the  course  of  this  amicable  intercourse,  something  was 
mentioned  about  the  bishopric  of  Titus,  which  at  once 
involved  them  in  the  doctrinal  question  of  Church  Gov- 
ernment.  Then,  alas  !  the  flood-gates  were  opened,  and 
they  showered  on  each  other  Greek  and  Hebrew  texts, 
wbile  their  eyes  kindled,  their  cheeks  glowed,  their  hands 
became  clenched,  and  they  looked  more  like  fierce  po- 
lemics about  to  rend  each  other's  eyes  out,  thsm  Christian 
divines. 

lloger  Wildrake,  by  making  himself  an  auditor  of  the 
debate,  contrived  to  augment  its  violence.  He  took,  of 
course,  a  most  decided  part  in  a  question,  the  merits  of 
which  were  totally  unknown  to  him.  Somewhat  over- 
awed hy  Holdenough's  ready  oratory  and  learning,  the 
cavalier  watched  with  a  face  of  anxiety  the  countenance 
of  Dr.  Rochecliflb ;  but  when  he  saw  the  proud  eye  and 
steady  bearing  of  the  Episcopal  champion,  and  heard 
him  answer  Greek  with  Greek,  and  Hebrew  with  Hebrew, 
Wildrake  backed  his  arguments  as  he  closed  them  with 
a  stout  rap  upon  the  bench,  and  an  exulting  laugh  in  the 
face  of  the  antagonist.  It  was  with  some  difficulty  that 
Sir  Henry  and  Colonel  Everard,  having  at  length  and  re- 
luctantly interfered,  prevailed  on  the  two  alienated  friends 
to  adjourn  their  dispute,  removing  at  the  same  time  to  a 
distance,  and  regarding  each  other  with  looks,  in  which 
old  friendship  appeared  to  have  totally  given  way  to 
mutual  animosity. 

But  while  they  sat  lowering  on  each  other,  and  longing 
to  renew  a  contest  in  which  each  claimed  the  victory, 


Pearson  entered  the  prison,  and  in  a  low  and  troubled 
voice,  desired  the  persons  whom  it  contained  to  prepare 
for  instant  death. 

Sir  Henry  Lee  received  the  doom  with  the  stern  com- 
posure which  he  had  hitherto  displayed.  Colonel  Eve- 
rard  attempted  the  interposition  of  a  strong  and  resentful 
appeal  to  the  Parliament,  against  the  judgment  of  the 
Court-Martial  and  the  General.  But  Pearson  declined 
to  receive  or  transmit  any  such  remonstrance,  and  with 
a  dejected  look  and  mien  of  melancholy  presage,  renew- 
ed his  exhortation  to  them  to  prepare  for  the  hour  of 
noon,  and  withdrew  from  the  prison. 

The  operation  of  this  intelligence  on  the  two  clerical 
disputants  was  more  remarkable.  They  gazed  for  a 
moment  on  each  other  with  eyes  in  which  repentant  kind- 
ness and  a  feeling  of  generous  shame  quenched  every 
lingering  feeling  of  resentment,  and  joining  in  the  mutual 
exclamation — "  My  brother — my  brother,  I  have  sinned, 
I  have  sinned  in  offending  thee  !"  they  rushed  into  each 
other's  arms,  shed  tears  as  they  demanded  each  other's 
forgiveness,  and  like  two  warriors,  who  sacrifice  a  per- 
sonal quarrel  to  discharge  their  duty  against  the  com- 
mon enemy,  they  recalled  nobler  ideas  of  their  sacred 
character,  and  assuming  the  part  which  best  became 
them  on  an  occasion  so  melancholy,  began  to  exhort  those 
around  them  to  meet  the  doom  that  had  been  announced,  * 
with  the  firmness  and  dignity  which  ChristiaDity  alone 
can  give. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

McMt  gracuns  prince,  good  Cannyng  cried. 
Leave  vengeance  to  our  God, 
And  lay  the  iron  rule  aside, 
Be  thine  the  olive  rod. 

Baliad  of  Bir  Chariea 

The  hour  appointed  for  execution  had  been  long  past, 
and  it  was  about  five  in  the  evening  when  the  Protector 
summoned  Pearson  to  his  presence.  He  went  with  fear 
and  reluctance,  uncertain  how  he  might  be  received. 
After  remaining  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  aid-de- 
camp returned  to  Victor  Lee's  parlour,  where  he  found 
the  old  soldier  Zerubbabel  Robins,  in  attendance  for  his 
return. 

"  How  is  Oliver  i^*  said  the  old  man,  anxiously. 

"  Why,  well,"  answered  Pearson,  "  and  hath  asked 
no  questions  of  the  execution,  but  many  concerning  the 
reports  we  have  been  able  to  make  regarding  the  flight  of 
the  young  man,  and  is  much  moved  at  thinking  he  must 
now  be  beyond  pursuit.  Also  I  gave  him  certain  papers* 
belonging  to  the  malignant  Doctor  Rochecliffe." 

"  Then  will  1  venture  upon  him,"  said  the  adjutator  ; 
^'  so  give  me  a  napkin  that  I  may  look  like  a  sewer,  and 
fetch  up  the  food  which  I  directed  should  be  in  readiness." 

Two  troopers  attended  accordingly  with  a  ration  of 
beef,  such  as  was  distributed  to  the  priy^te  soldiers,  and 
dressed  after  their  fashion — a  pewter  pot  of  ale,  a  trencher 
with  salt,  black  pepper,  and  a  loaf  of  ammunition  bread. 
'*  Come  with  me,"  he  said  to  Pearson,  "  and  fear  not— 
Noll  loves  an  innocent  jest."  He  boldly  entered  the  Gen- 
eral's sleeping  apartment,  and  said  aloud,  "  Arise,  thou 
that  art  called  to  be  a  judge  in  Israel — let  there  be  ne 
more  folding  of  the  hands  to  sleep.  Lo  I  come  as  a  sign 
to  thee }  wherefore  arise,  eat,  drink,  and  let  thy  bean 
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be  glad  within  thee,  for  thou  phalt  eat  wi^h  joy  ^  food' 
of  him  that  laboureth  in  the  (renoh^,  ?^^g  tha^  since 
^u  wert  cooinaapder  over  the  host,  t^e  pppf  sentipel  bath 
had  such  provi^ons  as  I  have  now  place4  fpf  tbijoe  own 
refreshment." 

"  Truly,  brother  Zen^bhabeJ,"  isaid  Cromir^ll,  accus- 
tomed to  such  starts  of  enthusiasm  among  his  ^llowers, 
^'  we  would  wish  that  it  were  so ;  neither  is  it  oqr  desire 
to  sleep  spft,  nor  feed  niore  highly  than  the  meanest  tliat 
ranks  under  our  banners.  Verily  thou  hast  choi^en  well 
for  my  refreshment,  and  the  smell  of  fhe  hiod  is  savoury 
in  my  nostrils." 

He  arose  from  the  bed  on  which  he  had  }^in  c|own  half 
dressed,  and  wrapping  his  clofik  around  bin)  sat  |dpwn  by 
the  bedside,  and  partook  heartily  of  the  plai|i  food  which 
was  prepared  for  hip.  W|)ile  he  w^  eatiqg,  Cromwell 
commanded  Pearson  to  finish  his  report-rr"  You  need  not 
desist  for  the  presence  of  a  WP^^by  ^Ijdiefy  w^ose  spirit 
is  as  niy  spirit." 

"  Nay,  but,"  interruptjBi}  JjLobjnSi  "  yoiji  are  to  know 
that  Gilbert  Pearson  hath  not  fully  executed  thy  com- 
mands, touching  a  part  of  tbp^^  qnaligoant$|  aU  of  whqip 
should  have  died  at  noon." 

"  What  execution — what  malignant  f "  i?fiid  Cfcffl^welj^ 
laying  down  his  knife  and  fork. 

"  Those  in  the  prison  \iet^  ^i  ^Vpq^stocj^,"  answered 
iJerubbabel, "  whom  yoijr  Excellei^py  cprpmanded  should 
pe  executed  at  nopp,  if?  ^k^^  '^  the  fact;  pf  reNJl^PP 
against  the  Com mpn wealth." 

"  Wretch !"  said  CromwpU*  starting  up,  ^nd  addrpssjpg 
Pear^pn,  f^  thou  h^st  not  tpuchecj  Mark  Eyerar^,  vf^ 
whom  there  was  np  giiilf,  for  be  wa)?  ijecetveijl  ]by  hifft 
who  passed  between  u^-r-rpeifher  ^^st  iJiou  ppj  fortlj  thy 
band  on  the  pragmatic  Prepbyterj^  minister,  tp  have  all 
those  of  their  clas$e§  pry  /fftcplego,  ai^d  i^lij^ftpt^  i^evfi  f'PW? 
us  for  6]5rer  f " 

"  If  your  Pxcell^npy  wisl?  tbefP  tp  liyp,  ^ey  livf-nr 
their  ^fe  ^nd  deat|)  prp  in  the  ppw^r  of  f^  worc^,"  said 
Pearson. 
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"  Enfranchise  them  ;  I  must  gain  the  Presbyterian 
nterest  over  to  us  if  I  can." 

"  Rocheclifie,  the  arch-plotter,"  s^  Pearson,  "  I 
thought  to  have  executed,  but " 

*'  Barbarous  man,"  said  Cromwell,  '<  alike  ungrateful 
and  impolitic — ^wouldst  thou  have  destroyed  our  decoy- 
duck  ?  This  doctor  is  but  like  a  well,  a  shallow  one  in- 
deed, but  something^deeper  than  the  springs  which  dis- 
charge their  secret  tribute  into  his  keeping  ;  then  come  I 
with  a  pump,  and  suck  it  all  up  to  the  open  air.  Enlarge 
him,  and  let  him  have  money  if  he  wants  it.  I  know  his 
haunts  ;  he  can  go  nowhere  but  our  eye  will  be  upon  him. 
— But  you  look  at  each  other  darkly,  as  if  you  had  more 
to  say  than  you  durst.  I  trust  you  have  not  done  to 
death  Sir  Henry  Lee  .?" 

"  No.  Yet  the  man,"  replied  Pearson,  "is  a  confirm- 
ed malignant,  and " 

"  Ay,  but  he  is  also  a  noble  relic  of  the  ancient  Eng- 
lish Gentleman,"  said  the  General.  "  I  would  I  knew 
how  to  win  the  favour  of  that  race.  But  we,  Pearson, 
whose  royyl  robes  are  the  armour  which  we  wear  on  our 
bodies,  and  whose  leading-staves  are  our  sceptres,  are  too 
newly  set  up  to  draw  the  respect  of  the  proud  malignants, 
who  cannot  brook  to  submit  to  less  than  royal  lineage. 
Yet  what  can  they  see  in  the  longest  kingly  line  in  Europe, 
save  that  it  runs  back  to  a  successful  soldier  f  I  grudge 
that  one  man  should  be  honoured  and  followed,  because 
he  is  the  descendant  of  a  victorious  commander,  while 
less  honour  and  allegiance  is  paid  to  another,  who,  in 

i>ersonal  qualities^  and  in  success,  might  emulate  the 
bunder  of  his  rival's  dynasty.  Well,  Sir  Henry  Lee 
lives,  and  shall  live  for  me.  His  son,  indeed,  hath  de- 
served the  death  which  he  has  doubtless  sustained." 

"  My  lord,"  stammered  Pearson,  "  since  your  Ex- 
cellency has  found  I  am  right  in  suspending  your  order 
in  so  many  instances,  I  trust  you  will  not  blame  me  in 
this  also— I  thought  it  best  to  await  more  special  orders." 

"  Thou  art  in  a  mighty  merciful  humour  this  morning 
Pearson,"  said  Cromwell,  not  entirely  satisfied. 
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*^  If  your  Excellency  please,  the  baiter  is  leady,  and 
50  is  the  provost-inarshaL" 

'^  Nay,  if  such  a  bloody  fellow  as  tbou  fiast  spared 
him,  it  would  ill  become  me  to  destroy  him,"  said  the 
General.  ^^  But  then,  here  is  among  Rochecliffe's  papers 
the  engagement  of  twenty  desperadoes  to  take  us  off — 
some  example  ought  to  be  made." 

''  My  lord,"  said  Zerubbabel,^^  consider  now  how  ofteo 
his  young  man,  Albert  Lee,  hath  been  near  you,  nay, 
probably,  quite  close  to  your  Excellency,  in  these  dark 
passages,  which  he  knew,  and  we  did  not.  Had  he  been 
of  an  assassin's  nature,  it  would  have  cost  him  but  a  pis- 
tol-shot, and  the  light  of  Israel  was  extinguished.  Nay, 
in  the  unavoidable  confusion  which  must  have  ensued, 
the  sentinels  quilting  then*  posts,  he  might  have  had  a 
fair  chance  of  escape." 

"  Enough,  Zerubbabel,  he  lives,"  said  the  General. 
''  He  shall  remain  in  custody  for  some  time,  however, 
and  be  then  banished  from  England.  The  other  two 
are  safe,  of  course  ;  for  you  would  not  dream  of  con- 
sidering such  paltry  fellows  as  fit  victims  for  my  revenge.** 

"  One  fellow,  the  under-keeper,  called  Joiiffe,  deserves 
death,  however,"  said  Pearson,  ^'  since  he  has  frankfy 
admitted  that  he  slew  honest  Joseph  Tomkins."    i 

'^  He  deserves  a  reward  for  saving  us  a  labour,"  said 
Cromwell :  ^'  that  Tomkins  was  a  most  double-hearted 
villain.  I  have  found  evidence  among  these  papers  here, 
that  if  we  had  lost  the  fight  at  Worcester,  we  should  have 
had  reason  to  regret  that  we  had  ever  trusted  Master 
Tomki|MLr-it  was  only  our  success  which  anticipated  his 
treacb^^ — write  us  down  debtor,  not  creditor,  to  Joce*- 
line,  an  you  call  him  so,  and  to  his  quarter-staff." 

'*  There  remains  the  sacrilegious  and  graceless  cava- 
lier who  attempted  your  Excellency's  life  last  night," 
said  Pearson. 

"  Nay,"  said  the  General,  "  that  were  stooping  too 
low  for  revenge.  His  sword  bad  no  more  power  than 
23*     VOL  II. 
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hitd  hie  ittivtHtdi  with  t  tdMieco-p^.  Eaglei^  $toop  not 
at  mallards,  or  wild-drakes  eitbeh" 

"  Yet,  sit,"  iaSd  Pearson,  "  the  fellow  should  be  pun- 
ished as  a  libellef*.  The  quantity  of  foul  and  pestilential 
ibuse  Whi6h  i^^  feutfd  in  his  p^didcets  makes  me  loath  he 
sbbuld  go  tfftbg^ther  free — Pl^as^  to  look  at  them,  sir." 

'<  A  most  vile  hand,"  said  Oliver,  as  he  looked  at  a 
ilile^t  or  ivhy  6(  otit  fritend  Wiidrak^'s  poetical  miscella- 
ni6s'-^'"  Thii  "vetj  haldd-Wrfting  deerts  to  be  drunk,  and 
the  very  poetry  hbt  Sdb^f— What  have  we  here  ? 

WImb  I  wat  a  ^KMiBg  lady 
My  fortnae  wa»  blulT* 
If  e'er  I  do  well,  'tis  a  wcMider— 

Wh^  Hn^ttt  trash  h  thSsf-^-and  then  again-^ 

Now,  a  plague  on  the  poll 
OfolclpoIiUci^oin 
ir%  w^l tlrihk  ^h  ^ehiHiig 
In  VAtkmt^  Back  the  King: 

Ta  tratb,  if  it  ooiiikl  iie  donle  that  \)iray,  this  pbet  would  be 
a  vtoot  chsilipion.  Qive  the  poor  knave  five  pieces, 
Fearson,  and  bid  htm  go  sell  hi$  ballads.  If  be  come 
within  twenty  milbs  of  our  person  though,  we  will  have 
kin  S6ggcA  till  the  blood  rcms  down  to  his  heels.'' 

^  Ther^  rehianis  only  one  sentenced  person,"  said 
Pearsoft,  <'  a  noUe  wolf^hoiHiii,  finer  than  any  your  Ex* 
erikhcy  saw  in  brelaod.  He  belongs  to  the  dd  knight 
Sir  H^nky  Lee.  Should  your  ExceHency  not  desnre  to 
kee|k  tiie,  iae  creature  yourself,  might  1  presw^to  beg 
^t  I  might' fatve  leave  ?"  " 

^<  No,  Pearson^"  <said  Ci^omweU ;  ^^  the  M  man^  so 
feithfiil  hihisel^  ^U  not  b^  deprived  of  bis  faithiuldog. 
-^  would  /  had  ady  cr^atnre^  were  it  but  a  dog,  that  fid^ 
lowed  me  )>ecause  it  loved  me,  not  for  what  it  could  hiake 
•f  me." 

**  Your  f^xc^evcy  isiliijust  to  your  faithful  soldiers^** 
Raid  Zerubbabel,  bluntly,    <<  who  follow  yon  lik^  dogs, 
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fight  for  you  like  dogs,  and  have  the  grave  of  a  dog  on 
the  spot  where  they  happen  to  fall." 

"  How  now,  old  grumbler,"  said  the  General,  "  what 
means  this  change  of  niote  ?" 

"  Corporal  Humgudgeon's  remains  are  left  to  moulder 
under  the  ruins  of  yonder  tower,  and  Tomkins  is  thrust 
into  a  hole  in  a  thicket  like  a  beast." 

"  True,  true,"  said  Cromwell,  "  they  shall  be  remov- 
ed to  the  church-yard,  and  every  soldier  shall  attend  with 
cockades  of  sea-green  and  blue  ribbon — Every  one  of 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  the  adjutators  shall 
have  a  mourning  scarf,  ^e  ourselves  will  lead  the  proces- 
sion, and  there  shall  be  a  proper  dole  of  wine,  burnt 
brandy,  and  rosemary.  See  that  it  is  done,  Pearson. 
After  the  funeral,  Woodstock  shall  be  dismantled  and 
destroyed,  that  its  recesses  may  not  again  afford  shelter  to 
rebels  and  maKgnants." 

The  commands  of  the  Genera!  were  punctually  obey- 
ed, and  when  the  other  prisoners  were  dismissed,  Albert 
Lee  remained  for  some  time  in  custody.  He  went 
abroad  after  his  liberation,  entered  in  King  Charles's 
Guards,  where  he  was  promoted  by  that  Monarch.  But 
his  fate,  as  we  shdll  see  hereafter,  only  allowed  him  a 
diort  though  bright  Career. 

We  reUirn  to  the  liberation  of  the  other  prisoners  from 
Woodstock.  'JThe  two  divines,  completely  reconciled  to 
each  other,  retreated  airm  in  arm  to  the  parsonage-house, 
formerly  the  residence  of  Dr.  Rochec'Me,  t)ul  which  he 
now  visited  ris  the  guest  of  his  successor,"  Nebemiali 
Holdenoogh.  The  Presbyterian  had  no  sooner  installed 
his  friend  under'  his  roof,  than  he  urged  upon  him  an  ofifet 
to  partake  it,  and  the  income  annexed  to  h,  as  his  oWn; 
Dr.  Rochecliffe  was  much  affected,  but  wfeely  rejected 
the  generous  offer,  considering  the  difference  of  tfceir 
tenets  on  Church  government,  which  each  entertainer!  as 
religiously  as  his  creed.  Another  debate,  though  a  ligh« 
one,  on  the  subject  of  the  office  of  Bishops  m  the  Prim- 
itive Church,  confirmed  him  in.  his  resolution.  They 
parted  the  next  day,  and  their  friendship  remained  un 
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disturbed  by  eonlFOTersy  till  Mr.  HoMenoagh's  death,  in 
1658 ;  a  harmony  which  might  be  in  some  degree  owing 
to  their  never  meeting  again  after  their  imprisonment 
Df  •  Rocbecliffe  was  restored  to  his  living  after  the  Re&- 
toration,  and  ascended  from  thence  to  high  clerical  pre- 
ferment. 

The  inferior  personages  of  the  grand  jail-delivery  at 
Woodstock  Lodge  easily  found  themselves  temporary  ac- 
opramodations  in  the  town  among  old  acquaintance,  but 
no  one  ventured  to  entertain  the  old  knight,  understood 
to  be  so  much  under  the  displeasure  of  the  ruling  pow- 
ers ;  and  even  the  inn*keeper  of  the  George,  who  had 
been  one  of  his  tenants,  scarce  dared  to  admit  him  to  the 
common  privileges  of  a  traveller^  who  has  food  and 
lodging  for  his  money.  Everard  attended  him  unre^ 
quested,  unpermitted,  but  also  unforbidden.  The  heart 
of  the  old  man  had  been  turned  once  more  towards  him 
when  he  learned  how  he  had  i)ehaved  at  the  memorable 
rencontre  at  the  King's  Oak,  and  saw  that  he  was  an  ob- 
ject of  the  enmity,  rather  than  the  favour,  of  CromwelL 
But  there  was  another  secret  feeling  which  tended  to 
reconcile  him  to  his  nephew — ^the  consciousness  thai 
Everard  shared  with  him  the  deep  anxiety  which  he  ex- 
perienced on  account  of  his  daughter,  who  had  not  yet 
returned  from  her  doubtful  and  perilous  expedition.  He 
felt  that  he  himself  would  perhaps  be  unable  to  discover 
where  Alice  had  taken  refuge  during  the  late  events,  or 
to  obtain  her  deliverance  if  she  was  taken  into  custody. 
He  wished  Everard  to  offer  him  his  service  in  making  a 
search  for  her,  but  shame  prevented  his  preferring  the  re- 
quest ;  and  Everard,  who  could  not  suspect  the  altered 
state  of  his  uncle's  mind,  was  afraid  to  make  the  pro- 
posal of  assistance,  or  even  to  name  the  name  of  Alice. 

The  sun  had  already  set — they  sat  looking  each  other 
jd  the  face  in  silence,  when  the  trampling  of  horses  was 
^eard — ^there  was  knocking  at  the  door — there  was  & 
light  step  on  the  stair,  and  Alice,  the  subject  of  their 
anxiety,  stood  before  ih^m.      She  threw  herself  joyfully 


mto  ber  father's  arms,  who  glaficed  his  eje  b^ediblly 
ound  the  room,  as  he  said  in  a  whisper,  ^'  Is  all  safe  ?" 

"  Safe  and  out  of  danger,  as  I  trust,"  replied  Alice — 
"  I  have  a  token  for  you." 

Her  eye  then  rested  on  Everard — she  blushed,  was 
embarrassed,  and  silent. 

"  You  need  not  fear  your  presbyterian  cousin,"  said  the 
Knight  with  a  good  humoured  smile,  ^'  he  has  himself 
proved  a  confessor  at  least  for  loyalty,  and  ran  the  risk 
of  being  a  martyr." 

She  pulled  from  her  bosom  the  royal  rescript,  written 
on  a  small  and  soiled  piece  of  paper,  and  tied  round 
with  a  worsted  thread  instead  of  a  seal.  Such  as  it  was, 
Sir  Henry  ere  he  opened  it  pressed  the  little  packet  with 
oriental  veneration  to  his  lips,  to  his  heart,  to  his  fore* 
bead  ;  and  it  was  not  before  a  tear  had  dropt  on  it  that 
he  found  courage  to  open  and  read  the  billet.  It  was  in 
these  words : 

"  Loyal  oub  much  esteemed  Friend,    and     our 
TRUSTY  Subject,  . 

"  It  having  become  known  to  us  that  a  purpose  of 
marri&ge  iftis  been  entertained  betwixt  Mrs.  Alice  Lee, 
your  only  daughter,  and  Markham  Everard,  Esq.  of 
Eversly  Chase,  her  kinsman,  and  by  affiancy  your  neph- 
ew :  And  being  assured  that  this  match  would  be  highly 
agreeable  to  you,  had  it  not  been  for  certain  respects  to 
our  service,  which  induced  you  to  refuse  your  consent 
thereto — We  do  therefore  acquaint  you,  that  far  from 
our  afiairs  suffering  by  such  an  alliance,  we  do  exhort, 
and,  so  far  as  we  may,  require  you  to  consent  to  the 
same,  as  you  would  wish  to  do  us  good  pleasure,  and 
greatly  to  advance  our  affairs.  Leaving  to  you,  never- 
theless, as  becometh  a  Christian  King,  the  full  exercise 
of  your  own  discretion  concerning  other  obstacles  to  such 
an  alliance,  which  may  exist,  independent  of  those  con- 
nected with  our  service.      Witness  our  hand,  togelb'^r 
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lAfti  ot^^tfaarnkfal  ^dcolb^tioos  of  your  good  nemtes  to 
our  Mi  Rifynl  Faiher  as  well  as  ourselves,        C.  R." 

Long  and  steadily  did  Sir  Henry  gaze  on  the  letter^ 
fothitt  it  nrigbt  almost  seem  as  if  be  were  getting  U  by 
beart.  He  tben  placed  it  carefully  in  bis  pocket-book| 
mii  tisked  i^ice  tbe  account  of  ber  adventures  of  the 
jirecedkig  flight.  They  were  briefly  told.  Their  midnight 
Walk  through  the  Chase  bad  been  speedily  and  safely  ac- 
complished. Nor  had  the  King  once  made  the  slightest 
r^a|pf9^  vAtm  the  naughty  Louis  Kerneguy.  When  she  had 
seeii  Charies  and  his  attendant  set  off,  she  had  taken  some 
repose  in  tUe  c6ttage  where  they  parted .  With  the  morning 
dartie  nbws  that  Woodstock  was  occupied  by  soldiers,  so 
thatretiimtbitherhiigbt  have  led  to  danger,  suspicion,  and 
inquiry.  Alice  therefore  did  not  attempt  it,  but  went  to* 
a  house  in  the  neighbourhood,  inhabited  by  a  lady  of 
established  loyalty,  whose  husband  had  been  major  of 
Sir  Henry  Lee's  regiment,  and  had  fallen  at  the  battle  of 
Naseby.  Mrs.  Aylttfeir  was  a  sensible  woman,  and  indeed 
the  necessities  of  tli^  sit^ular  titnes  bad  sharpened  every 
one's  faculties  for  stratagem  and  intrigue.  She  sent  a 
faithful  servant  to  scout  about  the  mansion  at  Woodstock, 
who  no  sooner  saw  the  prisoners  dismissed  aorf  in  safety, 
dnd  ascertained  the  Knight's  destination  for  the  evening, 
than  he  carried  the  n^ws  to  bis  mistress,  and  by  her  or- 
ders attended  Alice  on  horseback  to  join  her  father. 

There  was  seldom,  perhaps,  an  evening  meal  made 
ht  such  absolute  silence  as  by  this  embarrassed  party, 
each  occupied  with  their  own  thoughts,  and  at  a  loss  how 
tb  fathom  those  of  tbe  others.  At  length  tbe  hour  came 
when  Alice  felt  herself  at  liberty  to  retire  to  repose  after 
a  day  so  fatiguing.  Everard  handed  her  to  the  door  of 
ber  a[iartment,  and  was  tben  himself  about  to  take  leave, 
when  to  his  surprise,  bis  uncle  asked  him  to  return,  pointed 
to  a  chair,  and  giving  him  the  King's  letter  to  read,  fixed 
nis  looks  on  him  steadily  during  the  perusal ;  determined 
that  if  he  could  discover  aught  short  of  tbe  utmost  delight 
in  the  reading  tbe  commands  of  the  King  himself  should 
•iC  disobeyed,  rather  than   Alice  should  be  sacrificed  to 
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earth  had  to  bestow.  But  the  features  of  Everard  iridi- 
*fatfed  joyfal  hope,  even  beyond  what  the  fkther  €ould  have 
idrticlpatfed;  y^t  tomgled  with  surprise  ;  arid  when  be 
rai^d  his  ey^  to  the  Kiilgiht's  with  timidity  cihd  doubt,  ti 
sYai^e  was  on  Sir  Henry's  countenance  as  he  broke  sr- 
letice.  •*  The  King,"  he  said,  "  had  he  no  other  sub- 
ject ih  Ehghind,  should  dispose  at  will  of  those  of  the 
house  of  \Lee.  Biit  methinks  the  family  of  Everard  have 
not  been  so  devoted  of  late  to  the  crown  as  to  comply 
with  a  mandate,  inviting  its  heir  to  marry  the  daughter  of 
a  beggar." 

"  The  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Lee,"  said  Everard, 
fcnefelihg  to  his  tmcle,  and  perforce  kissing  his  hand, 
"  would  grace  the  house  of  a  Duke." 
.  "  The  girl  is  well  enough,"  said  the  Knight  proudly  ; 
"  for  myself,  my  poverty  shall  neither  shame  nor  en- 
croach on  my  friends.  Some  few  pieces  I  have  by  Dr. 
RocheclifTe's  kindness,  and  Joceline  and  I  will  strike  out 
something." 

"  Nay,  my  dear  uncle,  you  are  richer  than  you  think 
for,"  said  Everard.  "  That  part  of  your  estate,  which 
my  father  redeemed  for  payment  of  a  moderate  com- 
position, is  still  your  own,  and  held  by  trustees  in  your 
name,  myself  being  one  of  them.  You  are  only  our 
debtor  for  an  advance  of  moneys,  for  which,  if  it  will 
content  you,  we  will  count  with  you  like  usurers.  My 
father  is  incapable  of  profiting  by  making  a  bargain  on 
his  own  account  for  the  estate  of  a  distressed  friend  ; 
and  all  this  you  would  have  learned  long  since,  but  that 
you  would  not — I  mean  time  did  not  serve  for  explanation 
— I  mean " 

"  You  mean  I  was  too  hot  to  hear  reason,  Mark,  and  I 
believe  it  is  very  true.  But  I  think  we  understand  each 
other  now.  To-morrow  I  go  with  my  family  to  Kingstou, 
where  is  an  old  house  I  may  still  call  mine.  Come 
hither  at  thy  leisui*e,  Mark— or  tby  best  speed,  as  thou 
wilt — ^but  come  with  thy  father's  consent." 
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<*  With  my  father  io  person,''  said  Everard,  ^'  if  you 
will  permit." 

^^  Be  that,"  answered  the  Knight,  "  as  he  and  you 
will — I  think  Joceline  will  scarce  shut  the  door  in  thy 
face,  or  Bevis  growl  as  he  did  after  poor  Lduis  Kemeguy, 
— Nay,  no  more  raptures,  but  good-night,  Mark,  good 
night ;  and  if  thou  art  not  tired  with  the  fatigue  of  yes- 
terday— why,  if  you  appear  here  at  seven  in  the  morn* 
mg,  1  think  we  must  bear  with  your  company  on  the 
Kingston  road." 

Once  more  Everard  pressed  the  Knight's  hand,  caress- 
ed Be  vis,  who  received  his  kindness  graciously,  and  went 
home  to  dreams  of  happiness,  which  were  realized,  as 
far  as  this  motley  world  permits,  within  a  few  months 
afterwards. 


CHAPTER  XX. 


-My  life  was  of  a  piece, 


Spent  in  your  service— dying  at  your  feet. 

Don  8eba$tiaH, 

Years  rush  by  us  like  the  wind.  We  see  not  whence 
the  eddy  comes,  nor  whitherward  it  is  tending,  and  we 
seem  ourselves  to  witness  their  Bight  without  a  sense  that 
we  are  changed  ;  and  yet  Time  is  beguiling  man  of  his 
strength,  as  the  winds  rob  the  woods  of  their  foliage. 
•  After  the  marriage  of  Alice  and  Markham  Everard, 
the  old  Knight  resided  near  them,  in  an  ancient  manor- 
house  belonging  to  the  redeemed  portion  of  his  estate, 
where  Joceline  and  Phcebe,  now  man  and  wife,  with  one 
or  two  domestics,  regulated  the  affairs  of  his  household. 
When  he  tired  of  Shakspeare  and  solitude,  he  was  ever 
a  welcome  guest  at  his  son-in-law's,  where  he  went  the 
more  frequently  that  Markham  had  given  up  all  concern 
in  public  affairs,  disapproving  of  the  forcible  distnissaf 
of  the  Parliament,  and  submitting  to  Cromwell's  suhse- 
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quent  dominadoD,  rather  as  that  wbich  was  the  ]e$ser 
evil,  than  as  to  a  governroeDt  wbich  he  regarded  as  legal. 
Cromwell  seemed  ever  willing  to  show  himself  his  friend  f 
but  Everard,  resenting  highly  the  proposal  to  deliver  up 
the  King,  which  be  considered  as  an  insult  to  his  honour, 
never  answered  such  advances,  and  became,  on  the  con^ 
trary,  of  the  opinion,  which  was  now  generally  prevalent 
in  the  nation,  that  a  settled  government  could  not  be  ob* 
tained  without  the  recall  of  the  banished  family.  There 
is  no  doubt,  that  the  personal  kindness  which  he  had  re* 
ceived  from  Charles,  rendered  him  the  more  readily  dis-^ 
posed  to  such  a  measure.  He  was  peremptory,  however, 
in  declining  all  engagements  during  Oliver's  life,  whose 
power  he  considered  as  too  firmly  fixed  to  be  shaken  by 
any  plots  which  could  be  filmed  against  it. 

Meantime,  Wild  rake  continued  to  be  Everard's  pro- 
tected dependent  as  before,  though  sometimes  the  con- 
nexion tended  not  a  little  to  his  inconveuiel^ce.  That 
respectable  person,  indeed,  while  he  remained  stationary 
in  his  patron's  house,  or  that  of  the  old  Knight,  discharged 
many  little  duties  in  the  family,  and  won  Alice's  heart  by 
his  attention  to  the  children,  teaching  the  boys,  of  whom 
they  had  three,  to  ride,  fence,  toss  the  pike,  and  many 
similar  exercises ;  and,  above  all,  filling  up  a  great  blank 
in  her  father's  existence,  with  whom  he  played  at  chess 
and  backgammon,  or  read  Shakspifare,  or  was  clerk  to 
prayers  when  any  sequestrated  divine  ventured  to  read 
the  service  of  the  Church.  Or  he  found  game  for  him 
while  the  old  gentleman  continued  to  go  a-sporting  ;  and, 
especially,  he  talked  over  the  storming  of  Brentford,  and 
the  battles  of  Edgehill,  Banbury,  Roundway-down,  and 
others;  themes  which  the  aged  cavalier  delighted  in,  but 
which  he  could  not  so  well  enter  upon  with  Colonel  Ever- 
ard,  who  had  gained  his  laurels  in  the  Parliament  service. 

The  assistance  which  he  received  from  Wildrake's 

society  became  more  necessary,  after  Sir  Henry  was 

deprived  of  his  gallant  and  only  son,  who  was  slain  in  the 

fatal  battle  of  Dunkirk,  where,  unhappily,  English  colours 
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were  dMptojr^d  ^  bmh  vU^  eantxe^llngmd^  the  FmM^ 
beiti^  the«i  allied  whA  Oli^ef,  «rhd  &^m  u>  their  «iid  a  b6d^ 
;br  BuidiKaK^s,  and  the  treiops  tif  tlie  bairished  Kmg  fight 
ing  -hi  behalf  df  the  Spaniards.  Sir  Henry  received  the 
nH^ltteAiol^f  BiBWs  tike  an  (^d  man,  that  is,  with  more  ex- 
ternal d6rtipoBure  ilian  oeiuid  have  been  anticipated.  He 
dwielt  fel-  weeks  and  'months  on  the  'lines  fenrwarded  bjr 
the  itld^rdtigaMe  Doctor  Rochl^ciifib,  superscribed  in 
sma^l  letters,  c.  r.  and  subscribed  Louift  Kemegoy,  in 
which  'the  writer  conjnred  htm  to  endwe  this  ine^imable 
loss  with  the  greatcir  ^rmness,  that  -he  bad  still  left  one 
sbii,  Hntimnaiting  hittidetf,)  who  woold  atwayi^  regard  him 
as  a  (btber.* 

Byt  in  spft^  of  tHis'bai^m,  sorrow  acting  impercepti* 
bly,  and  sucking  the  blood  like  a  vampyre,  seemed  grad- 
da%  drying  up  the  sprifigs  6f  life  ;  arid,  without  any 
formed  Hhie^,  or  outwdfd  complaint,  the  old  man's 
stretigth  and  i4gour  gradually  abtiited,  ahd  the  mtnistty  df 
Wlldrakb  protred  daily  mbre  itidi^pen^ble. 

It  was  not,  hdwever,  cilWbys  tb  be  had.  The  cavalier 
was  tm^  df  those  bitpj)y  perisoifts  whbm  a  i^trbng  constitu- 
tion, an  mfiKefiectitig  mind,  and  cbcdbersltit  spirits,  enable 
to  play  through  their  whole  lives  the  part  of  a  school-boy 
-*— happy  for  the  moment,  and  careless  of  consequences. 

Once  Or  twice  every  year,  when  he  had  colkfcted  a  few 
pieces,  the  Cavalier*  Wildrake  made  a  start  to  London, 
where,  as  he  described  it,  he  went  on  the  ramble,  drank 
as  much  wine  as  he  couM  come  by,  atid  led  a  skeldering 
life,  to  use  his  own  phrase,  among  roystering  cavaliers 
like  himself,  till  by  some  i^sh  speech,  oi*  wiM  action,  he 
got  into  the  Marshalsea,  the  Fteet,  ok*  sortie  other  prison, 
from  which  he  was  to  be  delivered  at  the  expense  of 
interest,  mondy,  and  sometimes  a  little  reputation. 

At  length  Cromwell  died,  his  son  resigded  the  gov- 
ernment, and  the  various  changes  which  followed  induc- 
ed Everard,  as  well  as  many  others,  to  adopt  more  active 
measures  in  the  King's  behalf.  Everard  even  remitted 
t^nsiderable  suras  for  his  service,  but  with  the  utmost 
oantion,   and  corresponding  with  no  intermediate  agent. 
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but  wkh  tb^  Cfaanc^Roir  bims^,  to  ¥tKm  <he  tu>iiifniini« 
bated  mucb  useful  iiifoiTmation  upoti  public  a:fikira.  With 
an  bis  prudence  b^  was  very  nearly  (Engaged  in  tbe  inef- 
fectual rising  of  Booth  ttnd  Middleton  in  tbe  we$t,  and 
fdtb  great  difficulty  escaped  from  tbe  fatal  consequences 
6f  tbtit  ill-timed  attempt.  After  this,  although  tbe  estate 
of  the  kingdom  was  trebly  linsefttled,  yet  no  <^rd  seem* 
ed  to  torn  up  fsiVOuirable  to  the  royal  cause,  until  the 
movement  of  General  Monk  from  Scotland.  Even 
tben,  it  was  when  at  the  point  of  complete  success,  that 
the  fortunes  of  Charles  seemed  at  a  lower  ebb  than  ever, 
especially  when  intelligence  bad  arrived  at  tbe  little  Court 
which  he  then  kept  in  Brussels,  that  Monk,  on  arriving  in 
London,  had  put  himself  under  tbe  orders  of  the  Parlia- 
ment. 

It  was  at  this  time,  and  in  the  evening,  while  tbe  King, 
Buckingham,  Wilmot,  and  some  other  gallants  of  his  wan- 
dering Cddrt,  were  engaged  in  a  convivial  party,  that  the 
Chancellor  (Clarendon)  suddenly  craved  audience,  and^ 
entering  with  less  ceremony  than  he  would  have  done  at 
another  time,  announced  extraordinary  news.  For  the 
messenger,  be  said,  he  could  say  nptbing,  saving  that  he 
appeared  to  haVe  drunk  much  and  slept  little  ;  but  that 
be  had  brought  a  sure  token  of  credence  from  a  man  for 
whose  faith  be  would  venture  his  life.  The  King  de- 
manded to  see  the  messenger  himself. 

A  man  entered,  with  something  the  manners  of  a  gen- 
tleman, and  more  those  of  a  rakehelly  debauchee — his 
^es  swelled  and  inflamed — bis  gait  disordered  and  stum- 
bling, partly  through  lack  of  deep,  partly  through  the 
means  he  Imd  taken  to  support  his  fatigue.  He  stagger- 
ed without  ceremony  to  the  head  of  tbe  table,  seized  ihi 
King's  hand,  which  be  mumbled  like  a  piece  of  ginger- 
dread  ;  while  Charles,  who  began  to  recollect  him  from 
bis  mode  of  sahitatioi,  was  m>t  very  mucb  pleased  that 
their  meeting  should  i^ave  taken  place  before  so  many 
witnesses 

'*  I  bring  good  news,"  said .  tbe  uncouth  messenger, 
*  glorious  news  ! — the  Kin^  shall  enjoy  his  own  again  ' 
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-'-My  feet  are  beftutiful  on  the  moootaios.  Gad,  I  bave 
lived  with  Presbyterians  till  I  bave  caught  their  language 
—but  we  are  all  one  man's  children  now — all  your  Maj- 
esty's poor  babes.  The  Rump  is  all  ruined  in  London 
— boa-fires  flaming,  rou^c  playing,  rumps  roasting, 
healths  drinking,  London  in  a  blaze  of  light  from  the 
Strand  to  Rotherhithe — tankards  clattering " 

^'  We  can  guess  at  that,"  said  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham. 

'*  My  old  friend  Mark  Everard  sent  me  off  with  the 
news — I'm  a  villain  if  I've  slept  since.  Your  Majesty 
recollects  me,  I  am  sure.  Your  Majesty  remembers,  sa 
— sa — at  the  King's  Oak  at  Woodstock  ? — 

'  *  Of  well  dance,  and  sing,  and  play, 

For  Hwill  be  a  joyous  day 
When  tbe  King  shaH  enjoy  his  own  again.'  ** 

**  Master  Wildrake,  I  remember  you  well,"  said  the 
King.     "  I  trust  the  good  news  is  certain  ?" 

'^  Certain  !  your  Majesty  ;  did  I  not  hear  the  bells  f 
—did  I  not  see  the  bon-fires  ?— did  I  not  drink  your  Ma- 
jesty's health  so  often,  that  my  legs  would  scarce  carry 
me  to  the  wharf  f  It  is  as  certain  as  that  I  am  poor  Roger 
Wildrake  of  Squattlesea-mere,  Lincoln." 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  here  whispered  to  the 
King,  '^  I  have  always  suspected  your  Majesty  kept  odd 
company  during  the  escape  from  Worcester,  but  this 
seems  a  rare  sample." 

"  Why,  pretty  much  like  yourself,  and  other  company 
I  have  kept  here  so  many  years — as  stout  a  heart,  as 
|mpty  a  head,"  said  Charles — '^  as  much  lace,  though 
somewhat  tarnished,  as  much  brass  on  the  brow,  and 
nearly  as  much  copper  in  the  pocket." 

*'  I  would  your  Majesty  would  intrvist  this  messenger 
of  good  news  with  me,  to  get  the  truth  out  of  him," 
said  Buckingham. 

"  Thank  your  grace,"  replied  tbe  King  ;  "  but  he  has 
a  will  as  well  as  yourself,  and  sjch  seldom  agree.  My' 
Lord  Chancellor  hath  wisdom,  and  to  that  we  must  trus( 


W«OB«TOCK*  281 

Gurselyes.-^Master  WiWrake,  yoja  will  go  with  my  Lord 
Chancellor,  who  will  bring  us  a  report  of  your  tidings  ; 
meantime,  I  assure  you  that  you  shall  be  no  loser  for 
being  the  first  messenger  of  good  news."  So  saying;  he 
gave  a  signal  to  the  Chancellor  to  take  away  Wildrake, 
whom  he  judged,  in  his  present  humour,  to  be  not  unlike- 
ly to  communicate  some  former  passages  at  Woodstock, 
which  might  rather  entertain  than  edify  the  wits  of  his 
court. 

Corroboration  of  the  joyful  intelligence  soon  arrived, 
and  Wildrake  was  presented  with  a  handsome  gratuity 
and  small  pension,  which,  by  the  King's  special  desire, 
had  no  duty  whatever  attached  to  it. 

Shortly  afterwards,  all  England  was  engaged  in  chorus- 
sing  his  favourite  ditty — 

Oh,  the  twenty-ninth  of  May, 

It  was  a  glorious  day, 

When  the  King  did  enjoy  hit  own  again. 

On  that  memorable  day,  the  King  prepared  to  make  hia 
progress  from  Rochester  to  London,  with  a  reception  od 
the  part  of  his  subjects  so  unanimously  cordial,  as  made 
him  say  gaily,  it  must  have  been  his  own  fault  to  stay  so 
k>ng  away  fjpom  a  country  where  his  arrival  gave  so  much 
joy.  Oil  horseback,  betwixt  his  brothers,  the  Dukes  of 
York  and  Gloucester,  the  Restored  Monarch  trod  slowly 
over  roads  strewn  with  flowers — by  conduits  running 
wine,  under  triumphal  arches,  and  through  streets  hung 
with  tapestry.  There  were  the  citizens  in  various  bands, 
some  arrayed  in  coats  of  black  velvet,  with  gold  chaine  ; 
some  in  military  suits  of  cloth  of  gold,  or  cloth  of 
silver,  followed  by  all  those  craftsmen,  who,  having 
hooted  the  father  from  Whitehall,  had  now  come  to 
shout  the  son  into  possession  of  his  ancestral  palace.  On 
bis  progress  through  Blackheath,  he  passed  that  army, 
which,  so  long  formidable  to  England  herself,  as  well  as 
CO  Europe,  had  been  the  means  of  restoring  the  Monar- 
chy, wlucb  their  own  hands  had  destroyed.  As  the  King 
24*     voL»  II 


ttt  WOODSTOCK* 

passed  the  last  files  of  this  formidable  host^  he  cateeC* 
an  open  part  of  the  heath,  where  many  persons  of  quaHc^j 
with  others  of  inferior  rank,  had  stationed  theniselireB 
to  gratulate  him  as  he  passed  towards  the  ea^ital^  . 

There  was  one  group,  however,  which  i^raeted  pe^ 
euliar  attention  from  those  around,  on  account  of  Am 
respect  shown  to  the  party  by  the  soldiers  who  kept  the 
ground,  and  who,  whether  Cavaliers  or  Roundhea^is, 
seemed  to  contest  emulously  which  should  contribute 
most  to  their  accommodation  ;  for  both  the  e^lder  and 
younger  gentlemen  of  the  party  had  been  distingiiished 
in  the  Civil  War. 

It  was  a  family  group,  of  which  the  principal  figure 
wtis  an  old  man  seated  in  a  chair,  having  a  complacent 
smile  on  his  face,  and  a  tear  swelling  to  his  eye,  as  he 
saw  the  banners  wave  on  in  interminable  succession,  and 
heard  the  multitude  shouting  the  long  silenced  acclama- 
tion, "  God  save  King  Charles  !"  His  oheek  was  ashy 
pale,  and  his  long  beard  bleached  like  the  thistle  down  ; 
his  Mae  eye  was  cloudless,  yet  it  was  obvious  that  iis 
vision  was  failing.  His  motions  were  fed^le,  and  be 
spoke  tittle,  except  when  he  answered  the  prattle  of  bis 
grandk^Mldren,  or  asked  a  question  of  his  daughter,  wbd 
sat  bcuside  him,  matured  in  matronly  beauty,  or  of  Colonel 
Everard,  who  stood  behind.  There  too  the  stodt  yeo- 
man, Joeellne  Joli^,  stilt  in  his  sylvan  dress,  leaned,  liice 
a  second  Benaiah,  on  the  qnarter-staff  that  had  done  the 
King  good  service  in  its  day,  and  his  wife,  a  buxom  ma- 
tron as  sl^  had  been  a  pretty  maiden,  laughed  at  tier  own 
consequence  ;  and  ever  and  anon  joined  her  shrill  notes 
to  the  stentorian  halloo  which  her  husband  added  to  the 
general  exclamation. 

Three  fine  boys  and  two  pretty  girls  prattled  arofcmd 
iheir  grandfather,  who  made  them  such  answers  as  suited 
their  age,  and  repeatedly  passed  his  withered  hand  over 
the  fair  locks  of  the  little  darlings,^while  Alice,  assisted 
by  WiWrake,  (biasing  in  a  splendid  dress,  and  his  eyes 
wasbeil  with  owlya  single  cup  of'cawary,)  took  off  eiie 
children's  attention  from  time  to  time,  leiit  they  ^ould 


#etiiy  tbth  grandfather.  We  must  not  omit  one  other 
remarkable  figure  in  the  group — a  gigantic  dog,  whkh 
bore  the  signs  of  being  at  the  extremity  of  canine  life, 
being  perhaps  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  old.  But  though 
e!Chibittng  the  ruin  only  of  his  former  appearance,  his  eyes 
dim,  his  joints  stifiT,  his  head  slouched  down,  and  his 
gallant  carriage  and  gracefiil  motions  exchanged  for  a 
StifiT,  rheumatic,  hobbling  gait,  the  noble  hound  had 
lost  none  of  his  instinctive  fondness  for  his  master. 
To  lie  by  Sir  Henry's  feet  in  the  summer  or  by  the  fire 
in  winter,  to  raise  his  head  to  look  on  him,  to  lick  his 
withered  hand  or  his  shrivelled  cheek  from  time  to  time, 
seemed  now  all  that  Bevis  lived  for. 

Three  or  four  livery-servants  attended  to  protect  this 
group  from  the  thronging  multitude  ;  but  it  needed  ,not. 
The  high  respectability  and  unpretending  simplicity  of 
their  appearance  gave  them,  even  in  the  eyes  of  the 
coarsest  of  the  people,  an  air  of  patriarchal  dignity, 
which  commanded  general  regard  ;  and  they  sat  upon 
the  bank  which  they  had  ^hoisisn  for  their  station  by  the 
way-side,  as  undisturbed  as  if  they  had  been  in  their  own 
park. 

And  now  the  distant  clarions  Announced  the  Royal 
Presetice.  Onward  came  pursuivant  and  trumpet — 
ontvnrd  came  plumes  and  doth  of  gold,  and  waving 
standards  displayed,  and  swords  gleaming  to  the  sun  ; 
a^  ^t  length,  heading  a  group  of  the  noblest  ib  England, 
aftd  ^pported  by  his  royal  brothers  on  either  side,  on- 
ward tame  King  Charles,  tte  hbd  already  halted  more 
tb&Af  o^ce,  in  kindness  perhaps  lis  well  ad  poKcy,  to  ex- 
cfeattj^^  d  tvoi'd  with  persbns  whom  he  recognised  among 
the  spectators,  and  the  shouts  of  th^  bystanders  ap- 
plauded a  courtesy  tvbicfa  seemed  so  well  timed.  But 
when  he  had  ga^ed  an  instant  on  the  party  we  have  de- 
soribod)  it  was  impossible,  if  even  Alice  bad  been  too 
mttoh  changed  to  be  recognized,  not  instantly  to  know 
Bev»>And  his  venerable  master.  The  Monarch  sprung 
friMD  his. horse,  and  walked  instantly  up  to  the  old  knight, 
iinid  xfavnckring  acclamations  which  rose  from  the  oiul 
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tiuides  around,  when  thej  saw  Charles  with  his  own  hand 
oppose  the  feeble  attempts  of  the  old  man  to  rise  to  do 
him  homage.  Gently  replacing  him  on  his  seat — 
**  Bless,"  he  said,  ^*  father — ^bless  your  son,  who  has 
returned  in  safety,  as  you  blessed  him  when  he  departed 
in  danger.'* 

^'  Alay  God  bless — and  preserve" — muttered  the  old 
man,  overcome  by  his  feelings  ;  and  the  King,  to  give 
him  a  few  moments'  repose,  turned  to  Alice — 

^'  And  you,"  he  said,  "  my  fair  guide,  how  have  you 
been  employed  since  our  perilous  night-walk  ?  But  I 
need  not  ask,"  glancing  round — '^  in  the  service  of  King 
and  Kingdom,  bringing  up  subjects  as  loyal  as  their  an- 
cestors.— ^A  fair  lineage,  by  my  faith,  and  a  beautiful  sight 
to  the  eye  of  an  English  King  !  Colonel  Everard,  we 
shall  see  you,  I  trust,  at  Whitehall  ?"  Here  he  nodded 
to  Wildrake.  *'  And  thou,  Joceline,  tliou  canst  hold  thy 
quarter-staff  with  one  hand,  sure  ? — ^Thrust  forward  the 
other  palm." 

Looking  down  in  sheer  bashfulness,  Joceline,  like  a 
bull  about  to  push,  extended  to  the  King,  over  his  lady's 
shoulder,  a  hand  as  broad  and  hard  as  a  wooden  trench- 
er, which  the  King  611ed  with  gold  coins.  '^  Buy  a 
tiead-gear  for  my  friend  Phoebe  with  some  of  these," 
laid  Charles ;  *'  she  too  has  been  doing  her  duty  to  Old 
England." 

The  King  then  turned  once  more  to  the  Knight,  who 
seemed  making  an  effort  to  speak.  He  took  his  aged 
hand  in  both  bis  own,  and  stooped  his  head  towards  him 
to  catch  his  accents,  while  the  old  haan,  detaining  him 
with  the  other  hand,  said  something  faltering,  of  which 
Charles  could  only  catch  the  quotation — 

Unthnwd  ibe  nMfo  eye  of  rebellkNi, 
And  weleoiBe  home  again  dtfcardadfatth. 

RxCricating  himself,  therefore,  as  gently  as  possible, 
from  a  scene  which  began  to  grow  painfully  embarrass- 
mg,  the  good-natured  King  said,  speaking  with  unusual 
ilistinctnes^  to  insure  the  old  man's  comprehending  him, 
*  This  is  something  too  public  a  place  for  aH  we  tmve  to 
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Bay.  But  if  you  come  not  soon  to  see  EjDg  Charles  at 
Whitehall,  he  will  send  down  Louis  Kerneguy  to  visit 
you,  that  you  may  see  how  rational  that  mischievous  lad 
is  become  since  his  travels." 

So  saying,  he  once  more  pressed  affectionately  the  old 
man's  hand,  bowed  to  Alice  and  all  around,  and  with- 
drew ;  Sir  Henry  Lee  listening  with  a  smile,  which  show- 
ed he  comprehended  the  gracious  tendency  of  what  had 
been  said.  The  old  man  leaned  back  on  his  seat,  and 
muttered  the  J^unc  dimittas. 

"  Excuse  me  for  having  made  you  wait,  my  lords," 
said  the  King,  as  he  mounted  his  horse  ;  ^'  indeed,  had 
it  not  been  for  these  good  folks,  you  might  have  waited 
for  me  long  enough  to  little  purpose. — Move  on,  sirs." 

The  array  moved  on  accordingly  ;  the  sound  of 
trumpets  and  drums  agaio  rose  amid  the  acclamations, 
which  had  been  silent  while  the  King  stopped  ;  while 
the  effect  of  the  whole  procession  resuming  its  motion, 
was  so  splendidly  dazzling,  that  even  Alice's  anxiety  about 
her  father's  health  was  for  a  moment  suspended,  while  her 
eye  followed  the  long  line  of  varied  brilliancy  that  pro- 
ceeded over  the  heath.  When  she  looked  again  at  Sir 
Henry,  she  was  startled  to  see  that  his  cheek,  which  had 
gained  some  colour  during  his  conversation  with  the 
King,  had  relapsed  into  earthy  paleness  ;  that  his  eyes 
were  closed,  and  opened  not  again,  and  that  his  features 
expressed,  amid  their  quietude,  a  rigidity  which  is  not 
that  of  sleep.  They  ran  to  his  assistance,  but  it  was  too 
late.  The  light  that  burned  so  low  in  the  socket,  had 
leaped  up,  and  expired  ia  one  exhilarating  flash. 

The  rest  must  be  conceived.  I  have  only  to  add, 
that  his  faithful  dog  lid  not  survive  him  many  days  ;  and 
that  the  image  of  Bevis  lies  carved  at  his  Master's 
feet,  on  the  tomb  which  was  erected  to  the  Memory  of 
Sir  Henry  Lee  of  Ditchley.^®  ^ 
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I.  Page  27.  C^khibai.ism  imputed  to  xifE  Cavaliers. — ^The  »cr 
Ton  pfeceding'  the  civil  wars,  which  agitated  the  public  miud,  renoeeed  the 
rrossest  and  most  ezasgerated  falsehoods  current  among^  the  people.  \VheD 
Charles  I.  appointed  Sir  I'liomas  Lunsford  to  the  situation  of  Lord  Lieuteq- 
ant  of  the  Tower,  the  cdebrated  John  Lillbuni  takes  to  himself  the  credit 
of  excitinar  the  public  hatred  against  this  officer  and  Lord  Pic;^y,  as  pitiless 
bravoes  of  the  most  bloody-minded  description,  from  whom  the  people  were 
to  expect  nothing  bat  bloodshed  and  massacre.  Of  Sir  Thooiaa  LQwft>n|; 
in  particular,  it  was  reported  tha^  his  favourite  food  was  the  flesh  of  children, 
and  he  was  painle<)  like  an  orre  m  the  act  of  cutting  a  child  into  steaiks  ieiiid 
broiling  them.  The  Coldnd  fell  at  the  siege  of  Bristol  in  1643,  but  the  aame 
calumny  pursued  his  remaips,  and  the  credulous  multitude  were  told, 
"  The  post  who  came  from  Coventry, 

Riding  in  a  red  rocket, 
Dlid  tidings  tell  bow  Lunsford  fell, 
A  chii^s  fiand  in  his  pocket." 

Many  allusions  to  this  report,  as  welf  as  to  the  credulity  of  those  who  be- 
lieved It,  may  be  found  in  the  satires  aiHi  lampoons  of  the  time,  although, 
says  Pr.  Grey,  Lunsford  was  a  man  of  great  sobriety,  industry,  and  courage. 
Butler  says,  that  the  preachers 

"  Made  children  with  their  lives  to  run  for't, 
^s  bad  as  Bloodybones  or  Lunsford." 

But  this  extraordinary  report  is  chiefly  insisted  upon  in  a  comedy  called  the 
Old  TVoop,  written  by  John  Lacv,  the  comedian.  The  scene  is  laid  durii^ 
the  civil  wars  of  England,  an4  the  persons  of  the  drama  are  chiefly  tbqae 
who  were  in  arms  for  tlie  kinjB^.  Tney  are  represented  as  plundemig  the 
cotmfry  without  mercy,  which  Lacy  might  draw  from  the  life,  fanviog,  infect, 
begun  his  career  as  a  lieutenant  of  cavalry,  in  the  service  of  Charles  I.  The 
troopers  find  the  peasants  loath  to  surrender  to  them  their  provisions,  on 
which,  in  order  to  compel  them,  they  pretpnd  to  be  in  earnest  m  the  purfM^se 
of  eating  the  children.  A  scene  of  coarse  but  humorous  comedy  is  then  in- 
troduced, which  Dean  Swifl  had  not,  perhaps,  forgotten,  wnen  he  ree<rai- 
mended  the  eating  of  the  children  ef  the  poor  as  a  mode  of  reiieviiig  the 
distresses  of  their  parents. 

''  LietUenant.  Second  me,  and  I'll  make  them  bring  <Hit  all  thev  have,  1 
warrant  you.  0o  but  |a3k  as  if  we  used  to  eat  *  hiidnen.-— Why.  190k  you. 
good  woman,  we  do  believe  you  are  poor,  so  we'J  make  a  shid  with  <^r  old 
diet— I'ou  have  children 'in  the  town  f 

'*  Woman.    Why  do  you  ask,  sir  ? 

"  Lieutenant.  Only  have  two  or  three  tp  supper.  Flea-flint,  you  have  the 
best  way  of  cooking  children. 

*'  FUa-JliTU,  I  can  powder  them  to  make  you  taste  your  liquor.  1  am 
«ever  without  a  dried  child's  tongue  or  ham. 

"  Woman.    O!  bless  roeJ 

**  Flea-JliiU.  Mine's  but  me  ordinary  way ;  but  Foordfarm  is  the  man }  Va 
makes  you  the  savouriest  pie  of  a  child  chaldron  (hat  was  ev€r  eat. 
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** Lieutenant,  A  plague!  all  the  i^orld  cannot  cook  a  child  like  Mr. 
Raggou,  [a  French  cook  or  messman  to  the  troop,  and  the  buflbon  of  the 
^ecej 

"  iwfgg'OM.  Beg^r  me  think  so  3  for  vat  was  me  bred  in  the  King  of  Mo- 
roPs  kitchen  1  dere  we  kill  twenty  shild  of  a  day.  Take  you  one  shild  by 
both  his  (wo  heels,  and  put  his  head  between  your  two  knees,  and  lake  your 
knifi-  V  •  slice  off  all  buttocks,-— so  fashion  j  begar,  that  make  ade  best  Scots 
colli     ...  lie  worid. 

"  Lieutenant,  Ah,  he  makes  the  best  pottage  of  a  child's  head  and  feet, 
however  5  but  you  must  boil  it  with  bacon — ^Woman,  you  must  get  bacon. 

"  IfVman.    O  Lud — ^yes,  sir ! 

"  Ford.    And  then  it  must  be  very  young. 

''  Lieutenant.  Yes,  yes. — Good  woman,  it  must  be  a  fine  squab  child,  of 
half  a  year  old— e  man  child,  dost  hear  V'^The.  Old  Troop,  Act  III. 

After  a  good  deal  more  to  this  purpose,  the  villagers  determine  to  carry 
forth  their  sheep,  poultry,  d^c,  to  save  their  children.  In  the  meantime,  the 
Cavaliers  are  in  some  danger  of  being  cross-bit,  as  they  then  called  it ;  that 
is,  cau^t  in  their  own  snare.    A  woman  enters,  who  announces  herself 

"  Woman.  By  your  leave,  your  good  worships,  I  have  made  bold  to 
tMringvou  in  some  provisions. 

**  f'ord.    Provisions !  where,  where  is  this  provision  t 

"  Woman.  Here,  if  it  please  you,  I  have  brought  you  a  couple  of  fine 
fleshy  children. 

"  Uomet.    Was  ever  such  a  horrid  woman !  what  shall  we  do  t 

"  Woman.  Truly,  G[entleman,  they  are  fine  squab  children  :  shall  I  turn 
them  up  7— they  have  the  bravest  brawn  and  buttocks. 

"  Lieutenant.  No,  no  3  but,  woman,  art  thou  not  troubled  to  part  with  thy 
children  ? 

"  Woman.    Alas,  sir,  they  are  none  of  mine,  thev  are  only  nurse  children. 

**  Lieutenant.    What  a  beast  is  this  !— whose  children  are  they  1 

**  Woman.  A  laundress  that  owes  me  for  a  year's  nursing  5 1  hope  they'll 
prove  excellent  meat  j  they  are'  twins  loo. 

"  Raggou.  Aha,  but !  but  begar  we  never  eat  no  twin  shild,  the  law  for- 
bid Ihat.^—i^t&m.  ^  . 

In  this  manner  the  cavaliers  escape  from  the  embarrassing  consequences 
of  their  own  stratagem,  which,  as  the  reader  will  percieve,  nas  been  made 
use  of  in  the  preceding  chapter. 

t.  Page  68.  This  melancholy  story  may  be  (bund  in  the  Guardian.  An 
intriffue  €>f  Lord  Sackville,  afterwards  Earl  of  Dorset,  was  the  cause  of  the 
fiMafduel. 

3.  Page  96.  This  gossipinr  tale  is  to  be  found  in  the  variorum  Shakspeare, 
lyAvenant  did  not  much  mina  throwing  out  hints  in  which  he  sacrificed  his 
mother's  character  to  his  desire  of  being  held  a  descendant  from  the  admira- 
ble Shakspeare. 

4.  Page  96.  I^Avenant  actually  wanted  the  nose,  the  foundation  of 
many  a  jest  of  the  day. 

5.  Page  148.    A  sort  of  court  name  for  a  female  of  no  reputation 

6.  Page  189.  Patrick  Caret.—"  You  do  not  know  Patrick  Carey," 
lays  King  Charies  in  the  novel ;  and,  what  is  more  singular,  Patrick  Carey 
has  had  two  editors,  each  unknown  alike  to  the  other,  except  by  name  only. 
In  1771,  Mr.  John  Murray  published  Carey's  poems,  from  a  collection  said  to 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  ^t.  Pierspoint  Crimp.  A  very  probable  ron- 
iecture  is  stated,  that  the  author  was  only  known  to  private  friendship.  At 
bte  as  1819,  the  Author  of  Waveriev,  ignorant  of  the  edition  of  1771,  pub 
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lisbed  a  second  quarto  Trom  an  elaborate  manuscript,  thouefa  in  bad  ortler, 
apparently  the  autograph  of  the  first.  Of  Carey,  the  second  editor,  like  the 
first,  only  knew  the  name  and  the  spirit  of  the  verses.  He  has  since  been 
enabled  to  ascertain,  that  the  poetic  cavalier  was  a  vounj^r  brother  of  the 
celebrated  Henry  Lord  Carey,  who  fell  at  the  battle  or  Newbery,  and  es- 
caped the  researches  of  Horace  Walpole,  to  whose  list  of  noble  authors  he 
would  have  been  an  important  addition.  So  completely  has  the  fame  of  the 
preat  Lord  Falkland  eclipsed  that  of  his  brothers,  that  this  brother  Patrick 
bis  been  overlooked  even  by  genealogists. 

7.  Page  189'.  The  original  song  of  Carev  bears  Wykeham,  instead  of 
Woodstock,  for  the  locality.  The  verses  are  mil  of  the  bacchanalian  spirit 
of  the  time. 

8.  Page  SOO.  Sioif  AL  of  Danger  bt  the  Token  of  a  Feather.— 
On  a  particular  occasion,  a  ladv,  suspecting,  by  the  passage  of  a  body  of 

guards  through  her  estate,  that  the  arrest  of  her  neighbour,  Patrick  Home  of 
olwarth,  aAerwards  first  Earl  of  Marchmont,  was  designed,  sent  him  a  feather 
by  a  shepherd  boy « whom  she  dared  not  trust  with  a  more  explicit  message. 
Danger  sharpens  the  intellect,  and  this  hint  was  the  commencement  of  those 
romantic  adventures  which  gave  Grizzel  Lady  Murray  the  materials  from 
which  she  compiled  her  account  of  her  grandfather's  escape,  published  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Thomson,  Deputy  Register  of  Scotland.  The  anecdote  of  the 
feather  does  not  occur  there,  but  the  author  has  often  heard  it  from  the  late 
Ladv  Diana  Scott,  the  lineal  descendant  and  representative  of  Patrick  Earl 
of  Marchmont. 

9.  Page  260.  Such  a  song,  or  something  very  like  h,  may  be  found  in 
Ramsay's  Tea-table  Miscellany,  among  the  wild  slips  of  minstrelsy  which 
are  there  collected. 

10.  Pag^  285.  It  may  interest  some  readers  to  know,  that  Bevis,  the 
gallant  hound,  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  active  of  the  ancient  High- 
land deer-hounds,  had  his  prototype  in  a  dog  called  Maida^  the  gift  of  the 
late  Chief  of  Glengarry  to  the  author.  A  beautiful  sketch  of^  him  was  made 
by  Edwin  Landseer,  and  afterwards  engraved.  I  cannot  suppress  the  avowaf 
of  some  personal  vanity  when  I  mention,  that  a  friend,  going  through  Mu- 
nich, picKed  up  a  common  snuflfbox,  such  as  are  sold  for  one  franc,  on 
which  was  displayed  the  form  of  this  veteran  favourite,  simply  marked  as  Der 
lieblung  hund  von  Walter  Scott.  Mr.  Landseer's  painting  is  at  Blair-Adam. 
the  property  of  my  venerable  friend,  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Chiel 
Commissioner  Adam. 
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